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It  has  teen  my  object  to  produce  a  concise,  practical  book  ;  and 
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made  the  subjects  of  Dia,gnosis  and  Treatment  of  Nervous  Diseases 
more  simple  to  my  readers  than  I  think  they  now  are,  I  will  be 
amply  rewarded  for  the  task  I  have  undertaken. 

I  have  not  considered  Insanity,  because  I  believe  that  this  subject 
deserves  much  more  extended  notice  than  it  could  possibly  receive  in 
a  book  of  this  size  and  kind. 

I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  include  a  short  article  upon  Cerebro- 
spinal Meningitis,  though,  by  many  authorities,  it  is  not  regarded, 
strictly  speaking,  as  a  nervous  disease.  I  think,  if  for  no  other 
reason,  its  interesting  diagnostic  relations  entitle  it  to  consideration. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  Drs.  Loring,  Janeway,  Mason, 
Shakespeare,  my  resident  physicians,  Drs.  Meyer,  Naylor,  Ryan,  and 
Baldwin,  and  Mr.  F.  0.  C.  Darley,  for  valuable  assistance  in  the 
preparation  of  this  volume. 

ALLAN  McLANE  HAMILTON. 

2  East  33d  St.,  Nkw  York, 
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NERVOUS  DISEASES 


INTRODUCTION. 

HINTS  IN  REGARD  TO  METHODS  OF  EXAMINATION 

AND  STUDY. 

In  beginning  our  consideration  of  the  diseases  which  are  to  form  the 
subject  of  the  succeeding  pages,  it  is  well  to  start  with  systematic  rules 
for  investigation,  and  it  is  of  paramount  importance  that  we  should  pursue 
some  plan  whicli  will  enable  us  to  avoid  confusion,  and  assist  us  in  making 
an  accurate  diagnosis  by  exclusion.  One  of  the  greatest  misfortunes  that 
can  happen  to  the  student  is  the  possession  of  a  large  accumulation  of 
badly-arranged  facts,  which  are  stored  away  in  the  brain,  like  odds  and 
ends  in  a  garret.  I,  therefore,  propose  a  scheme  to  be  used  in  the  exami- 
nation of  patients,  and  would  add  a  word  of  caution  in  regard  to  the  error 
many  of  us  make  in  too  readily  accepting  and  isolating  nervous  symptorTls 
as  distinct,  which,  after  all,  may  be  expressions  of  some  general  disorder. 

We  are  to  determine  the  existence  and  relation  of  disorders  of  motility 
and  sensation,  as  well  as  mental  symptoms,  defects  of  speech,  sight,  or 

hearing,  together  Avith  the  causes  which  enter  into  their  production. 

i 

Examination  of  the  Patient  Sex,  age,  temperament,  appearance, 

duration  of  present  disease,  existence  of  complicating  maladies,  previous 
history,  hereditary  predisposition,  habits.  ■  '.^ 

Symptomatology — Motility,  location  of  loss  or  increase  (one  side  or 
one-half  of  body?),  groups  of  muscles  or  single  muscles,  face,  trunk,  or 
extremities,  lateral  or  bilateral,  symmetrical  or  unsymmetrical,  loss  or 
exaggeration  of  electro-muscular  contractility,  fibrillary  contractions,  mus- 
cular power,  deformities  or  contractures ;  atrophy  or  hypertrophy,  general 
or  partial ;  spasms,  tonic  or  clonic,  attended  or  unattended  by  loss  of  con- 
sciousness ;  pain  ;  degree  of  violence. 

Tremor — Local  or  general,  increased  or  controlled  by  Avill,  "  fine"  or 
"  coarse;"  time  of  day,  continuous'or  at  intervals;  subsidence  or  continu- 
ance during  sleep. 

Incoordination  of  upper  or  lower  extremities,  variety  of  action  in 
whicli  it  occurs  ;  gait  ;  aggravation  by  closure  of  eyes  ;  loss  of  muscular 
ense  ;  loss  of  locating  power. 
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Vertigo — Variety ;  conconiitant  i)lienomena. 

Sensation — General  or  partial  anicstliesia ;  dysa^stliesia  or  liypent's- 
thesia;  condition  of  reflex  excitaLilily ;  suscei)til)ility  to  painful  impres- 
sions; temperature;  tactile  sensibility;  sensibility  to  pressure;  pain, 
localized  or  general  ;  character  of  pain,  neuralgic,  terebrating,  dull,  or 
paroxysmal ;  time  when  aggravated  ;  its  associations;  time  of  transmission. 

Disorders  of  Organs  of  Special  Sense, 

Eyes — Nystagmus,  strabismus,  conjugate  deviation  (see  article  Cere- 
bral Hemorrliage),  retinal  changes,  pupillary  changes,  ptosis,  diplopia, 
amaurosis. 

Ear — Deafness,  subjective  noises,  discharge. 

Speech — Aphasia,  slow  speech,  clumsy  speech,  ataxia,  loss  of  speech 
(mutism). 

Psychical  Disorder — Illusion,  hallucination,  delirium,  mania,  me- 
lancliolia,  delusions,  loss  of  memory,  loss  of  consciousness,  imbecility,  idiocy, 
excitability,  dementia. 

Mis  CELLANEOus. — Character  of  cutaneous  surface,  changes  in  tempera- 
ture, variation  in  salivary  secretions,  changes  in  pigmentation  and  appear- 
ance of  hair,  perspiration,  etc. 

Exciting  Cause  ;  Diagnosis  ;  Treatment. 

This  list,  though  imperfect,  will,  I  think,  enable  the  observer  to  pursue 
a  systematic  course  in  examining  his  patient.  He  should,  at  the  same 
time,  take  careful  notes  for  future  reference,  so  that  variations  in  the 
symptoms  and  changes  of  treatment  may  be  remembered. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  examination,  I  wish  to  refer  to  the  value 
of  post-mortem  examination  and  microscopical  investigation  of  the  morbid 
anatomical  changes.  These  subjects  belong  more  properly  to  special  works 
upon  pathology  and  microscopy,  but  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  add  a  few  hints 
to  those  already  given  in  regard  to  certain  important  steps  to  be  taken.  In 
removing  the  calvarium  the  thickness  of  the  cranial  bones  should  be  noted, 
as  well  as  the  condition  of  the  diploe;  but  extreme  care  should  be  employed, 
in  sawing  through  the  bone,  not  to  wound  the  meninges  and  brain-sub- 
stance beneath ;  for  the  saw-teeth  may  unexpectedly  tear  through,  lace- 
rating and  injuring  these  parts,  so  that  they  may  be  almost  useless  for  sub- 
sequent examination.  After  the  skullcap  has  been  removed,  the  observer 
should  be  on  the  lookout  for  Pacchonian  bodies,  aiul  ready  to  recognize  any 
adventitia  that  may  be  attached  to  the  dura  mater.  ■  The  condition  of  the 
longitudinal  sinus  and  veins  which  are  contained  in  the  dura  mater  should 
be  examined  as  to  their  fulness,  etc. ;  the  thickness,  vascularity,  color,  and 
opacity  of  their  tissue  should  also  be  carefully  noted  and  then  an  incision 
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may  be  made,  and  this  membrane  slit  up  Avith  a  pair  of  blnnt-pomted 
scissors,  or  it  may  be  cut  around  at  tlic  level  of  tlic  saw  cut.    Tlie  arach- 
noid  and  pia  mater  are  tlien  to  be  inspected:  the  existence  of  effusion, 
eitlier  serous,  purulent,  or  bloody;  and  the  presence  of  granular  deposit  or 
vascular  changes  noted.    The  brain  should  be  lifted  back,  and  the  cranial 
nerves  carefully  cut  as  near  as  possible  to  their  points  of  exit  from  the 
skull,  the  optic  first,  and  then  the  carotid  arteries  and  posterior  nerves ; 
next 'the  tentorium,  and  finally  the  other  nerves,  vertebral  arteries,  and 
the  spinal  cord  as  low  down  as  possible,  taking  care  not  to  make  pressure 
by  insinuating  the  finger  into  the  foramen  magnum.    The  brain  may  then 
ha  removed.^    If  it  is  desired  to  remove  the  cord,  the  skin  and  muscular 
tissue  of  the  back  should  be  divided  and  thrown  l)ack,  and  the  spinous 
processes  and  laminiB  exposed.    These  latter  should  be  sawn  through  on 
each  side  and  carefully  raised  by  the  blade  of  the  chisel.    When  the  brain 
is  removed,  it  should  be  placed  with  the  base  downwards,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  the  convolutions  noted,  the  membranes  having  been  removed. 
Evidences  of  pressure  are  to  be  looked  for,  and  color  is  to  be  noticed,  as 
well  as  the  depth  of  the  sulci  and  superficial  evidences  of  softening  or  scle- 
rosis, morbid  growth,  and  infiltration.    The  organ  may  be  turned  over, 
and  the  arteries  at  the  base  inspected  in  regard  to  the  existence  of  anom- 
alies, aneurisms,  degeneration,  thrombosis,  or  embolism.    The  fissure  of 
Sylvius  may  be  gently  examined,  and  the  middle  cerebral  traced  up  for 
some  distance.    The  cranial  nerve-trunks  are  to  be  carefully  noticed,  and 
if  any  suspicious  appearance  is  observed,  a  section  may  be  removed  for 
microscopical  examination.    The  crura  and  pons  are  to  be  examined  care- 
fully for  softening  extravasations  and  the  like,  and  the  appearance  of  the 
basal  parts  of  the  hemispheres  next  noticed.    The  brain-substance  may 
be  inspected  after  cutting  through  the  corpus  callosum,  and  turning  each 
hemisphere  gently  back,  or  by  slicing  off  the  brain-substance  with  a  broad 
shar^)  knife  previously  dipped  in  water  or  alcohol,  so  that  the  white  matter 
may  be  examined  at  different  levels.   The  condition  of  the  ventricles  should 
be  noticed  as  to  the  effusion  of  serum  or  blood.  The  parts  at  the  floor  of  the 
lateral  ventricles  deserve  special  study,  and  the  corpora  striata  should  be 
inspected  very  attentively,  the  extra-ventricular  and  intra-ventricular  parts 
being  carefully  sliced.    The  fulness  of  the  vessels  in  the  deep  parts  of  the 
brain,  the  existence  of  patches  of  softening  or  induration,  and  the  pressure 
of  cysts,  tumors,  or  morbid  growths  should  be  looked  for.    It  is  always 
advisable  in  -cases  where  aphasia  has  been  a  symptom  during  life,  to  care- 
fully inspect  the  anterior  convolutions,  particularly  the  third  frontal, 
which  is  the  generally  acknowledged  seat  of  the  lesion,  and  we  may  do  this 
by  entering  the  fissure  of  Sylvius. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  allude  to  the  importance  of  carefully  examining 
the  medulla  and  the  roots  of  the  various  cranial  nerves,  and  for  this  pur- 

'  Removal,  en  masse,  of  the  brain  and  its  membranous  coverings  should  never 
be  attempted ;  the  result  of  such  a  procedure  being  mechanical  injury,  -wliidi 
reduces  the  organ  to  a  pultaceous  mass,  rendering  it  unfit  for  examination. 
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l)ose  it  is  iulvisable  to  remove  such  parts  as  are  wanted  for  fiubsequent 
microscopical  examination.  Tlie  cord  must  be  examined  critically  in  cases 
of  spinal  disease,  and  the  same  directions  are  given  for  its  inspection.  Sus- 
pected i)ortions  may  be  cut  out  and  laid  aside,  care  being  taken  to  secure 
as  much  of  tlie  external  roots  as  possible.  In  special  cases  nei-vc  trunks 
or  peripheral  nerves  may  be  exsected  for  future  examination,  and  in  cases 
attended  by  muscular  atrophy  and  degeneration  it  is  well  to  ascertain  the 
morbid  changes  in  the  muscles.  If  we  desire  to  use  the  microscope  it  is 
generally  necessary  to  harden  the  tissues,  althougli  fresh  nervous  substance 
maybe  teased  apart  in  glycerine  or  serum  by  needles  prepared  for  the  pur- 
pose. If  we  prefer  the  first  method  we  may  put  such  masses  of  the  brain 
or  cord  as  we  desire  to  harden  into  Miiller's  fluid,  which  is  prepared  as  fol- 
lows : — 

B  •  Potass,  bichromat.  50  grammes, 
Sodie  sulphate,  20  grammes, 
Water,  50  cubic  centimetres  : 

Or,  what  is  better,  the  solution  recommended  by  Prof.  J.  W.  S.  Arnold,  of 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York : 

R.  Ammon.  bichromate,  11  grammes, 
Methyl  alcohol,  320  grammes, 
AVater,  640  grammes. 

Care  should  be  taken  not  to  secure  too  large  specimens,  as  they  do  not 
harden  thoroughly,  the  exterior  becoming  hard  while  the  interior  is  dif- 
fluent and  useless.  They  should  be  left  in  this  solution  for  a  month  or  six 
weeks,  but  not  till  they  become  granular  or  cheesy,  for  then  it  is  impossible 
to  make  a  good  section,  as  the  tissue  is  apt  to  crumble  under  the  razor. 
At  the  end  of  this  time,  or  when  the  tissue  is  quite  firm,  it  may  be  removed 
and  placed  in  a  fifty  per  cent,  solution  of  alcohol  and  water.  The  speci- 
men may  be  examined  to  test  its  hardness  by  making  sections  with  a  razor 
from  time  to  time.  If  a  very  thin  section  can  be  made  with  a  moistened 
i-azor  without  parting,  adhesion,  or  crumbling,  it  may  be  considered  to  be 
in  fit  condition  for  removal  from  the  hardening  solution.  A  solution  of 
bichromate  of  ammonium,  1.5  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water,  is  an  excellent 
hardening  solution,  in  which  the  specimen  may  remain  until  it  has  been 
uniformly  saturated,  and  hardening  has  commenced,  and  then  it  is  to  be 
removed  and  placed  in  a  solution  of  chromic  acid,  two  grains  to  the  ounce 
of  water,  where  it  is  to  remain  until  hard  enough  for  cutting.  This  is  the 
process  recommended  by  Dieters.  The  specimens  may  be  taken  out  and 
kept  for  use  in  dilute  alcohol  till  they  are  needed. 

When  the  hardened  tissue  is  to  be  examined,  it  is  to  be  imbedded  in 
pith  or  parafRne,  and  cither  placed  in  a  section  cutter,  or  held  in  the  iiand. 
Ijy  i)ractice,  this  latter  procedure  becomes  quite  easy,  and  very  thin  sectionis 
may  be  made.  A  piece  of  brain  or  a  length  of  cord  of  a  convenient  size  is 
surrounded  by  elder  pith  previously  prei)ared  to  receive  it,  and  boinid  in 
place  by  a  string  or  piece  of  fine  copi)cr  wire.  When  moistened,  the  pith 
swells  so  that  the  tissue  receives  uniform  pressure  and  support.    It  the 
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paraffine  process  is  to  be  employed,  the  tissue  is  to  be  carefully  dried  and 
placed  in  a  small  paper  mould  which  is  afterwards  filled  with  melted  paraf- 
tine,  which  should  not  be  too  hot,'  and  care  sliould  be  taken  to  exclude  air- 
bubbles— when  cool  and  solid  the  upper  part  of  the  paper  may  be  torn 
away,  and  the  specimen  is  ready  for  cutting.  A  flat  razor  is  tiie  best 
instrument  of  which  I  know  for  ordinary  work.  Its  blade  should  be  dipped 
in  a  saucer  containing  alcohol  placed  conveniently  by,  and  the  face  of  the 
section  should  be  moistened  from  time  to  time.  The  individual  holding 
the  mould  firmly  between  the  thumb,  forefinger,  and  second  finger  of  the 
left  hand,  cuts  away  a  portion  of  mould  and  tissue  so  that  a  level  surface  is 
left  exposed ;  then,  with  moistened  razor,  he  jdants  the  blade,  and  slowly 
cuts  a  thin  slice  of  paraffine  and  tissue  together ;  tliis  is  removed  by  a 
camel's  hair  brush  which  has  been  dipped  in  alcohol,  and  next  dropped 
into  a  small  vessel  containing  dilute  alcohol,  and  then  placed  in  the  stain- 
ing fluid,  which  may  be  the  following  : — 

Be.  Carmine  (pure),  gr.  xx, 

Liq.  ammonia?,  q.  s.  ut  dissolve, 

Glycerinas, 

AquEE,  aa  gij. — M. 

After  being  allowed  to  soak  for  several  hours  or  days,  the  sections  are 
removed  and  dropped  into  water  slightly  acidulated  with  acetic  acid.  They 
are  now  to  be  jjlaced  in  absolute  alcohol  for' a  short  time,  and  afterwards 
placed  in  oil  of  cloves  until  they  become  transparent.  A  perfectly  clean 
slide  is  procured,  upon  which  one  of  them  is  placed  and  a  drop  (not  too 
large)  of  Canada  balsam  is  next  applied.  It  is  then  covered  by  a  thin 
glass  cover,  care  being  taken  to  exclude  air-bubbles.  Various  preparations 
are  used  to  stain  nervous  tissues ;  for  instance,  a  solution  of  chloride  of  gold 
will  stain  the  nerve  fibres,  and  render  them  more  distinct ;  haiuiatoxylin 
and  osmic  acid  are  also  used,  and  the  black  anilin  process  of  Herbert  Major^ 
produces  the  most  beautiful  results.  Tliese  manipulations,  however,  are  out 
of  place  here,  and  I  would  refer  the  reader  to  any  one  of  the  excellent  text- 
books that  have  appeared  during  the  past  few  years  for  more  explicit  direc- 
tions. 

It  is  often  necessary  to  make  sections  in  all  possible  directions  and  posi- 
tions, and  to  do  tliis  properly  the  microscopist  must  not  only  have  practice 
but  patience  and  care.  It  is  advisable  to  procure  at  least  two  objectives, 
one  for  coarse  appearances,  and  the  other  for  minute  changes,  and  I  would 
suggest  that  these  should  be  an  "  inch"  and  a  "quarter  inch." 

'  I  have  recently  used  metallic  bottle  caps,  which  may  bo  easily  procured. 
AVhen  the  parafRne  is  cool  the  metal  may  be  stripped  off. 
*  West  Riding  Reports,  vol.  v. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


INSTRUMENTS  USED  FOR  THE  DIAGNOSIS  OF  NERVOUS 

DISEASE. 

It  is  essential  that  we  should  possess  certain  instruments  which  shall  be 
more  valuable  and  exact  than  our  unaided  senses,  so  that  we  may  not  only 
make  reliable  investigations,  but  compare  from  time  to  time 
iig^l-        such  variations  as  may  occur  in  the  patient's  condition. 
^  Those  I  propose  to  describe  are  intended  for  examinations 

of  temperature  and  sensory  changes,  and  for  the  detection  of 
altered  motility. 


The  Thermometer  There  are  several  instruments 

made  for  the  .purpose  of  determining  variations  in  tempe- 
rature, and  though  some  are  of  extreme  delicacy,  I  do 
not  think  it  will  be  worth  while  to  recommend  them,  as 
they  are  bulky  and  troublesome,  and  are  better  adapted  for 
experimental  purposes  than  actual  clinical  use,  and  among 
these  is  Lombard's  instrument. 

In  Dr.  Seguin's  surface  thermometer  we  possess  an  admi- 
rable little  instrument  for  testing  the  surface  temperature.  It 
has  an  expanded  base,  and  may  be  applied  to  the  surface  of 
the  body,  taking  care  to  cover  the  top  by  a  perforated  piece 
of  thin  rubber  or  leather.  A  coat  or  two  of  shellac  varnish 
to  the  upper  part  of  the  bulb  will  answer  the  same  purpose, 
viz.,  that  of  preventing  the  mercury  from  being  affected  by 
the  temperature  of  the  room.  For  the  determination  of  deep 
temperature  we  may  avail  ourselves  of  any  of  the  good  self- 
registering  instruments.    Two  surface  thermometers  should 

J I  be  used,  one  on  the  sound,  and  the  other  on  the  affected  side 

of  the  body,  and  the  deep  temperature  may  be  taken  at  the 
^  i  same  time  for  comparison.    A  new  form  of  surface  ther- 

mometer  has  recently  been  made  in  England.  The  glass 
tube  is  spirally  coiled  upon  itself  and  inclosed  in  a. circular 
box.  This  form  has  the  merit  of  being  unaffected  by  other 
than  the  body  temperature. 
Becquerel's  disks  I  have  found  to  possess  extreme  delicacy,  and  if  pro- 
perly constructed  the  variation  of  a  fraction  of  a  degree  may  be  readily 
appreciated.  They  consist  of  delicate  strips  of  two  sensitive  electro-nega- 
tive and  positive  metals,  imbedded  in  a  handle.  Copper  and  bismuth  are 
generally  used.  By  proper  connections  they  are  put  in  communication 
with  a  delicate  galvanometer  which  registers  the  feeble  thermo-electric 
current  which  is  Kcncrated. 


Dr.  Seg Ilia's 
Surface 
Thermoinoler. 


Tlie  iEsTHESiOMETER  wils  first  suggested  by  Sieveking,  and  has  since 
been  modified  by  different  individuals.  We  have  several  difl'cront  varie- 
ties to  choose  from,  but  no  one  is  better  than  the  original  in.strument  of 
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Sievekin<r,  wldcli  is  ulso  used  und  recommended  by  Brown-S6qum-d.  It 
is  made  of  brass  or  steel,  and  very  closely  resembles  a  shoemaker's  mea- 


Fis.  2. 


a 
•2 


sure.  The  movable  slide  and  permanent  arms  at  the  end  arc  sharp 
])ointed.  The  bar  upon  which  the  free  slide  moves  is  ruled  in  centi- 
metres. 

The  other  JBSthesiometers  are  mostly  shaped  like  dividers,  and  whether 
tliey  be  Hammond's  or  Carrol's,  they  are  open  to  the  objection  that  the 
])oints  arc  lial)le  to  be  unconsciously  approximated  when  the  instrument 
is  removed,  so  that  the  result  of  investigation  is  somewhat  unreliable. 
Carrol's  aisthesiomcter  lias  one  advantage.  The  points  are  bifurcated,  one 
arm  ending  in  a  bulb,  while  tlie  other  is  sharp,  so  that  analgesia  as  well  ivs 
anicstiiesia  nuiy  be  tested. 
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■  Dr.  E.  C.  Segiiiii  has  niadc!  a  very  deciJiid  improv(;ment  iqjon  tlie  original 
instrument  of  Sieveking.  lie  has  had  it  constructed  of  aluminum,  and  of 
a  smaller  size,  so  that  it  is  light,  and  may  be  easily  carried  in  the  pocket- 
case. 

The  principle  upon  which  the  ajsthesiometer  is  constructed  is  the  fol- 
lowing :  The  normal  receptivity  of  tactile  impressions  enables  the  subject 
to  distinguish  two  points  which  are  brought  simultaneously  in  contact 
with  the  skin.  This  susceptibility  varies  greatly  in  dift'erent  regions  in 
proportion  to  the  delicacy  of  tactile  sensation  located  therein.  If  there 
be  loss  of  sensation  as  an  accompaniment  or  result  of  nervous  disease,  of 
course  the  distance  between  them  will  have  to  be  increased  before  the 
points  will  be  felt  as  two.  In  hyperajsthesia  they  may  be  much  more 
neai-ly  approximated  and  distinguished  as  two  than  in  the  anaesthetic 
state. 

The  average  distance  at  Avhicli  the  two  points  of  the  instrument  can  be 
felt  in  the  normal  state  ai'e  as  follows : — 

Point  of  tongue         ........  ^  line. 

Red  surface  of  lips   2  lines. 

Palmar  surface  of  third  finger   1  line. 

Tip  of  nose   3  lines. 

Metacarpal  bone  of  thumb   4  " 

Skin  of  cheek   5  " 

Mucous  membrane  of  hard  palate   6  " 

Dorsal  surface  of  first  finger   7  " 

Dorsum  of  hand  over  heads  of  metacarpal  bones         .       .  8  " 

Mucous  membrane  of  gums        .       .       .       .       ■       .  9 

Lower  part  of  forehead      .       .       .       -       •       •       .  10  '• 

Lower  part  of  occiput   12  " 

Back  of  hand   14  " 

Neck  under  lower  jaw        .       .       .       •  •       .  15  " 

Vertex   15  ' 

Skin  over  the  patella   IG  " 

Skin  over  the  sacrum  18 

Skin  over  the  sternum   20 

Skin  over  cervical  vertebrse   24  " 

Skin  over  middle  of  back    .SO 

Skin  over  middle  of  the  arm   30 

Skin  over  middle  of  the  leg   30  " 

Certain  precautions  must  be  taken  when  using  the  ajsthesiometer,  or 
else  our  examination  will  be  unsatisfactory  in  the  extreme;  we  must  not 
depend  in  all  cases  upon  the  patient's  statement,  but  exercise  tact  in  getting 
from  him  satisfactory  answers,  and  not  guesses.  There  seems  to  be  in  some 
individuals  a  discouraging  stupidity  which  prompts  them,  in  answer  to  the 
question,  "  How  many  points  do  you  feel?"  to  oftentimes  reply  "Three." 
when  they  know  that  the  instrument  has  but  two  points.  It  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  the  i)atient's  eyes  should  be  covered,  or  that  he 
should  close  them,  as  he  will  unconsciously  look  at  the  instrument  during 
its  application.    It  is  also  of  moment  that  the  points  should  be  fairly  and 
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at  the  same  time  applied  to  the  skin,  one  not  being  pressocl  more  than  the 
other,  and  finally,  it  may  be  stated  that  they  should  not  be  applied  at  any 
place  where  the  "clothing  has  nibbed  or  chafed  the  surface. 


FiK.  3. 


Diagram  for  making  records. — Roman  numerals  show  anaesthetic  indications,  the  others  nor- 
mal sensihillty. 

The  BaRjESThesiometer  of  Eulenburg,  modified  by  Beard  &  Rock- 
well, has  been  used  as  a  means  for  the  determination  of  the  individual 
sense  of  aj)plication  of  weight  which  is  lost  in  various  forms  of  paralysis 
and  anaesthesia.  It  consists  of  a  spang  which  is  impinged  upon  a  piston, 
both  being  placed  in  a  tube  or  cylinder,  and  the  rod  connected  with  the 
piston  having  a  broad  expansion  at  its  outer  end.  This  disk  is  placed 
upon  the  body,  and  the  spring  impinged,  registers  on  a  scale  the  amount 
of  pressure  made  before  it  is  recognized  by  the  individual. 

The  Dynamometer  Various  forms  have  been  devised,  that  in  general 

use  being  the  invention  of  Mathieu.  It  consists  of  an  elliptical  spring 
which  when  compressed  in  the  hand  i-egisters  upon  an  index  the  force  ex- 
erted. When  the  needle  is  forced  ahead  it  remains  at  the  point  it  had 
reached  when  pressure  >vas  remitted,  and  the  spring  expands.  Its  disad- 
vantage lies  in  .the  inequality  of  pressure  made  at  difterent  times,  the 
bulky  character  of  the  apparatus,  and  its  inadaptability  to  other  uses. 
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Fig.  5. 


Beard  &  RoekwcU'a 
Piesmeter. 


Matliiou's  Dyuamomotcr. 

Having  recognized  the  necessity  for  an  instrument 
that  woukl  meet  tlie  tlierapeutical  requirements  not 
possessed  by  those  of  Mathieu  or  Duchenne,  I  have  de- 
vised that  figured  in  the  appended  illustration.  It  con- 
sists of  a  long  glass  tube  (2)  which  dips  into  a  small 
bottle  filled  with  mercury.  In  connection  with  a  bent 
brass  pipe  (3)  is  a  rubber  tube  which  terminates  in  a 
closed  rubber  bulb  (5).  When  this  bulb  is  compressed 
the  mercury  is  forced  up  in  the  glass  tube,  the  end  of 
whicli  is  closed  (1).  Attached  to  the  tube  is  a  scale 
marked  on  one  side  in  pounds,  and  on  tiie  other  by 
marks  separated  by  regular  intervals  for  the  purpose  of 
making  comparative  estimates.  As  fifteen  pounds'  pres- 
sure to  the  square  inch  is  required  to  compress  a  given 
body  of  air  into  one-half  its  original  space,  of  course  a 
force  of  fifteen  pounds'  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  bulb  would  be  required  to  press  the  column  of  mer- 
cury half  way  up  the  scale.  The  advantages  of  this  apparatus  are  the 
following : — 

1.  Its  simplicity. 

2.  The  adaptability  of  the  rubber  bulb  to  receive  pressure  exerted  by 
all  flexors  of  the  hand.  Mathieu's  spring  is  only  acted  upon  by  a  limited 
number ;  at  the  same  time,  therefore,  the  test  is  not  a  true  one. 

3.  The  action  of  the  muscles  is  the  same  at  different  times.  T!ie  same 
group  of  muscles  always  being  brought  in  play,  accurate  comparative  tests 
may  be  made  from  day  to  day. 

4.  The  part  receiving  the  pressure  is  of  a  convenient  shape  to  be  used 
by  persons  with  either  small  or  large  hands. 

5.  It  is  accurate  and  always  gives  reliable  indication  of  the  pressure 
brought  to  bear. 

An  instrument  styled  the  dynamograph,  which  is  a  combination  of  the 
dynamometer  and  the  writing  part  of  the  spliymograpii,  is  advocated  as  a 
valuable  aid  in  diagnosis.  The  variation  of  imperfectly  sustained  pressure 
is  recorded  upon  a  slowly-moving  card.  I  consider  the  apparatus  a  use- 
less invention,  as  tiio  results  obtained  must  be  of  the  clumsiest  kind.  In 
fact  no  instrument  but  the  myogi-aph,  of  which  there  are  several  forms, 
is  of  any  use  for  delicate  observation. 
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I  have  combined  tlie  rubber  bulb  Avith  tlie  drum  of  Mar6y,  and  am 
.abled  to  obtain  gross  variations  Avith  tolerable  aceuracy.  TI.e  drum  has 
'o  pipes,  one  of  which  is  connected  witli  the  rubber  bulb,  while  another 
attached  to  the  lower  end  of  an  open  glass  tube.    The  bulb-drura  cavity 


The  Author's  Dynamometer. 


and  a  part  of  tlie  tube  are  filled  with  colored  fluid,  so  that  the  fluid  in  the 
latter  reaches  a  mark  at  about  the  middle  of  its  length.  The  patient  grasps 
the  bulb  and  makes  enough  pressure  to  force  tiie  fluid  in  this  tube  to  a  mark 
slightly  above  the  other.  The  sustained  voluntary  effort  required  to  keep 
the  fluid  at  this  point  necessitates  some  delicacy  of  muscular  coordination, 
and  siiould  this  be  impaired  there  will  be  expansion  of  the  drum-head  and 
consetpiently  irregular  tracings  upon  the  cylinder  of  the  registering  appa- 
ratus. This  cylinder  should  be  covered  by  a  piece  of  smoked  paper,  and 
tiie  stylet  placed  in  apposition  thereto. 

In  alcoholic  tremor,  commencing  sclerosis,  and  the  metallic  tremors,  we 
may  obtain  very  beautiful  tracings. 
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The  Ophthalmoscope — The  parts  composing  the  ordinary  oi)iithal- 
moscope  are  the  following :  A  concave  mirror  perforated  at  its  centre,  a 
scries  of  lenses  by  whicli  the  refraction  in  the  subject's  or  observer's  eye 
may  be  corrected,  and  a  bi-convex  lens.  Tiie  three  forms  in  common  use 
are  those  of  Liebreich,  Loring,  and  Knapp.  The  two  latter  are  essentially 
alike  in  construction,  and  the  first  is  quite  primitive,  usually  of  bad  con- 
struction and  quite  unreliable. 

Fig.  7. 


Loi'ing's  Ophthalmoscope. 

In  the  examination  with  this  instrument  great  care  should  be  taken  by 
the  observer  to  determine  whetlier  he  or  his  subject  possesses  errors  of 
refraction,  and  if  so  to  correct  them  witli  the  proper  lenses.  In  the  modern 
ophthalmoscope  a  number  of  lenses'  are  held  in  a  revolving  disk  behind 
the  mirror. 

For  more  specific  directions  the  reader  is  referred  to  Dr.  Loring's  ad- 
mirable little  work.^ 

To  examine  the  eyes  of  a  patient  properly,  the  observer  may  follow  the 
concise  directions  laid  down  by  Hutchinson.' 

E.  G. 


'  Determination  of  Errors  of  Rcfniction  with  tiie  Oplithalmoscope 
Loring.    Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  N.  Y. 
'  Jonathan  liutcliinson.    Clinical  Reports  of  London  IIo.«!pital  18G7-8,  p 


182. 
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"Having  placed  the  putiont's  liead  in  sncli  a  manner  that  tlie  liglit  (a 
lamp,  candle,  or  gas-light)  is  on  a  level  with  his  temple,  and  slightly  b(!- 
hind  it,  and  his  lace,  as  a  consequence,  in  shadow,  the  observer  sits  in 
front  and  applies  the  ophthalmoscope  mirror  to  his  own  eye.  He  should 
keep  both  eyes  open  that  lie  may  see  where  the  light  falls,  and  then  move 
the  mirror  until  the  light  falls  full  on  the  pupil  of  his  patient.  In  a  mo- 
ment he  will  perceive  the  first  fact  which  this  instrument  reveals,  that  the 
fundus  is  not  black,  as  it  has  always  appeared  to  be  before,  but  that  it  is 
of  a  brilliant  fire-red.  He  will,  however,  see  nothing  of  the  fundus  dis- 
tinctly, only  a  general  red  reflex.  Now  at  this  point  the  student  must 
stop  awhile  and  use  his  mirror,  to  inspect,  first,  the  transparency  of  the 
cornea,  and,  next,  that  of  the  lens  and  vitreous,  and  to  do  this  he  must 
make  the  patient  move  his  eye  in  various  directions.  After  a  little  prac- 
tice he  will  be  able  to  manage  his  light  well,  and  to  throw  it  with  preci- 
sion wherever  he  may  wish,  and  to  keep  it  steadily  on  any  given  part.  At 
a  first  lesson  he  may  even,  with  advantage,  practise  for  a  while  by  illumi- 
nating the  second  button  of  the  patient's  waistcoat.  Tact  in  directing  the 
light  having  been  obtained,  we  may  now  proceed  further.  Instruct  the 
patient  to  look,  not  full  in  your  face,  but  over  one  shoulder ;  if  you  are 
inspecting  his  right  eye,  over  your  left  shoulder.  You  will,  when  he  does 
this,  notice  at  once  that  the  tint  of  the  light  reflected  from  his  fundus  is 
changed,  that  it  is  no  longer  fire-red,  but  canary-yellow.  The  reason  of 
this  is  that  a  different  part  of  the  fundus  is  exposed  to  view,  that,  namely, 
of  the  optic  disk  itself,  which  is  much  lighter  in  color  tlian  the  rest.  The 
area  of  yellow  is  very  large — occupies,  indeed,  the  whole  of  the  field, 
while  we  know  that  the  disk  itself  is  very  small.  This  proves  that  the 
objects  thus  indistinctly  seen  are  immensely  magnified.  Magnified  by 
what?  By  the  patient's  own  eye,  which,  as  we  have  said,  is  equivalent 
to  a  lens  of  one  inch  focus. 

"  Hitherto  we  have  seen  nothing  distinctly,  but  if  the  observer  now 
brings  his  head  very  close  to  his  patient's  face,  he  will  be  able  with  more 
or  less  facility  to  observe  the  details  at  the  bottom  of  the  eye,  the  trunks 
of  vessels  of  the  retina,  the  optic  disk,  etc.  etc.  All  these  will  be  seen 
very  large  indeed,  being  still  magnified  by  the  patient's  eye.  What  he 
sees  now  is  equivalent  to  type  looked  at  through  a  one-inch  lens,  placed 
exactly  one  inch  in  front  of  it." 

Without  entering  into  an  extended  discussion  as  to  the  value  of  tliis 
instrument  as  a  means  of  diagnosis,  it  will  be  well  to  state  frankly  that  I 
do  not  believe  that  it  possesses  any  positive  value  in  the  diagnosis  of  brain 
disease,  except  where  the  condition  of  the  fundus  is  the  result  of  an  or- 
ganic disease  of  the  brain  or  cord,  or  when  it  is  possible  to  connect  such 
disorders  with  errors  in  refraction. 

In  making  this  statement  I  shall,  perhaps,  find  many  opponents,  but  I 
nevertheless  have  many  powerful  allies.  A  distinguished  author  recently 
took  it  into  his  head  to  call  those  who  differed  with  him,  in  regard  to  the 
diagnostic  value  of  the  ophthalmoscope  in  functional  circulatory  disturb- 
ances, "  pert  pretenders."    How  far  this  accusation  is  true  the  reader 
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may  determine  after  consulting  tlie  really  convincing  articles  of  Loring,' 
Arbuckle,-  Albutt,  and  others,  which  prove  beyond  question  that  the 
fundus  of  the  eye  is  rarely  any  index  of  the  cerebral  circulation.' 

Boucluit,*  Panas,*  Albutl,"  Hammond,'  IJell,  and  others,  have  written 
extensively,  and  have  furnished  a  large  number  of  clinical  reports  of  opii- 
thalmoscopic  ciianges  coexistent  with  cerebral  tumors,  meningitis,  soften- 
ing, effusion,  cerebral  hemorriiage,  general  paralysis,  locomotor  ataxia 
and  other  forms  of  sclerosis,  epilepsy,  and  the  sypiiilitie  and  urtumic  neu- 
roses. Hutchinson,"  of  Pliiladelphia,  in  an  admirable  article,  gives  many 
of  these  cases,  and  shows  tlie  real  value  of  the  o[)htiialmoscope,  especially 
when  an  examination  of  the  fundus  reveals  choked  disk  and  optic  neuritis, 
but  I  will  speak  more  fully  in  regard  to  this  subject  when  we  come  to  the 
discussion  of  special  diseases. 


APPARATUS  FOR  THE  TREATMENT  OF  NERVOUS 

DISEASE. 

Electrical — Two  forms  of  apparatus  are  required — one  for  the  gal- 
vanic, the  other  for  the  induced  or  Faradic  currents — as  well  as  tiie 
necessary  electrodes. 

As  we  know,  the  galvanic  current  is  derived  directly  from  a  battery  or 
pile,  the  first  ordinarily  consisting  of  two  elements,  which  are  contained 
in  a  vessel  filled  with  some  exciting  solution,  and  the  latter  of  plates  of 
metal  placed  one  above  the  other,  and  separated  by  disks  of  felt  or  paper 
moistened  with  a  solution  of  salt  or  acid.  This  last  apparatus  is  rarely 
used. 

One  vessel  or  cell  of  the  form  I  first  described  constitutes  a  simjile  bat- 

'  Am.  Psychological  Journid,  Nov.  1876. 
2  West  Riding  Reports,  vol.  v.  p.  148. 

^  Dr.  Loring  says,  in  concluding  an  admu-able  paper:  "  By  the  experiments 
considered  in  the  foregoing  remarks  two  alternatives  are  forcibly  presented  to  our 
mind  :  either  that  tlie  circulation  of  the  eye  is  not  a  reflex  of  the  circulation  of 
the  brain,  though  derived  directly  from  it ;  and  thus  agents  wliich  aflect  pro- 
foundly the  one  have  little  or  no  intluenee  on  the  other ;  or,  if  the  retinal  circu- 
lation is  a  reflex  of  the  cerebral,  it  follows  that  the  Influence  exerted  on  the  cir- 
culation of  the  brain  by  agents  at  our  command,  remedial  or  otherwise,  is  xcry 
much  less  than  heretofoi-e  supposed. 

"I  cannot  but  think  that  the  former  alternative  is  the  more  rational,  and  tVom 
that  very  independence  of  the  two  circulations  there  is  reason  to  fear,  so  far  as 
functional,  and  especially  mental  diseases,  are  concerned,  that  there  never  will  be. 
any  moi-e  than  tlierenow  is,  any  art  to  read  the  mind's  construction  in  the  eye." 

■«  Du  Diagnostic  des  Maladies  du  System  Nerveux  par  rOphtlialmoscope. 
Paris,  1876. 

6  La  France  M6dicale,  Feb.  26,  1876. 

6  Med.  Times  and  Gaz.,  vol.  i.,  p.  495,  and  seq. 

"<  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  Syst(im.    New  York,  1876. 

8  Phil.  Med.  Times,  May  8,  1875. 
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toiy,  and  two  or  more,  Avitli  the  poles  alternately  connected,  a  compound 
battery. 

Two  qualities  of  electric  force  are  generated  by  a  battery  of  this  kind : 
1.  Quantity  ;  2.  Intensity.  The  latter  is  the  characteristic  which  makes 
it  valuable"  as  a  means  for  the  production  of  muscular  contraction  and 
nerve  stimulation. 

The  Fanulic  current  is  derived  from  a  galvanic  cell  primarily,  and  is 
developed  by  its  passage  through  a  coil  of  wire  wound  about  a  centi-al  core 
or  bundle.  Two  currents  are  induced  therein :  one  the  primary  induced, 
the  other  the  secondary  induced.  The  lirst  is  less  coarse  and  violent  in 
its  effects  than  the  other. 

For  a  more  extended  description  of  electro-physics,  physiology,  and 
tlierapeutics,  I  would  refer  tlie  reader  to  any  of  the  works  mentioned  at  the 
foot  of  this  page.* 

For  the  production  of  the  galvanic  current,  Ave  may  avail  ourselves  of 
either  one  of  the  permanent  batteries  ;  the  cells  of  which  may  be  set  up 
in  the  cellar,  and  the  wires  carried  to  a  proper  board  in  the  ofiice,  con- 
taining apparatus  for  their  selection ;  or  we  may  use  the  ordinary  portable 
galvanic  battery,  many  styles  of  which  are  made. 

I  have  given  the  Leclanche  battery  a  fair  trial,  and  now  do  not  recom- 
mend it,  as  it  is  dirty,  inconstant,  and  rapidly  loses  power.  The  "  maga- 
zine" battery  of  Chester,  in  whicli  the  peroxide  of  lead  is  substituted  for 
the  black  oxide  of  manganese  in  the  porous  cell,  is  much  better.  The  old 
Daniel's  cell  is,  I  am  convinced,  the  best  of  all,  and  whether  in  the  form 
of  the  Siemens  and  Halske,  or  Hill  modification,  is  all  tliat  can  be  desired. 

The  table  board  of  Fleming  and  Talbot,  of  Philadelphia,  or  the  arrange- 
ment known  as  the  "  cabinet  battery,"  which  is  made  by  the  Galvano- 
Faradic  Company  of  New  York,  is  admirable  for  ofiice  use. 

The  Galvano-Faradic  Company  of  New  York  construct  a  very  good 
portable  battery  of  thirty-two  cells,  and  1  would  recommend  it  for  general 
use,  as  it  is  admirably  simple  and  effective. 

The  Faradic  instrument  sliould  be  provided  with  an  attachment  for  the 
slow  or  rapid  interruption  of  the  current,  an  addition  to  tlie  ordinary  bat- 
tery, wliich  will  be  found  of  immense  advantage  in  certain  forms  of 

'  Either  of  these  works  will  be  found  practically  useful  to  the  student : — 
Tibbit's  Handbook  of  Medical  Electrifity. 
Reynolds'  Chuical  Uses  of  Electricit}-. 
Althaus's  Electricity,  Tlicorctical  and  Practical. 
Poore  :  A  Text  Book  of  Electricity,  etc. 
Lincoln's  Electro-Therapeutics. 

Beard  and  Rockwell's  Medical  and  Surgical  Electricity. 
Hamilton's  Clinical  Electro-Therapeutics. 
J)ucheniie's  de  1' Electrisation  localise,  1872. 
Oninuis  et  Legros,  Trait6  d'  Klectricit6  Med. 
Benedikt  Elektrotherapie,  1874-5. 
Ziemsscn,  Die  Electricitat  in  der  IMed.,  1872. 

Besides,  the  works  of  Rosenthal,  Erb,  Meyer,  Eulenburg,  and  othei-s. 
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paralysis.  Tlie  instruments  of  the  two  lirnis  1  iiuvc  mentioned,  besides 
tiiose  of  Dreselior  .and  Kidder,  are  all  good. 

Two  or  tliree  cotton-elotli  covered  electrodes  of  dilfenint  sizes,  or  flat 
sponges  with  rubber  backs,  with  fine  wire  pole  cords  instead  of  tiie  flimsy 
gold-thread  connections  in  i)resent  use,  which  oxidize  and  break,  will  be 
needed,  as  well  as  a  bundle  of  fine  wires  lield  in  a  handle,  which  is 
known  as  the  electric  brush. 

Rubber  Muscles,  etc — Dr.  Van  Bibber,  of  Baltimore,  has  devised 
a  very  useful  ap[)aratus  for  tlie  treatment  of  paralysis,  especially  of  lead 
paralysis.  It  consists  of  a  strap  for  the  hand  or  other  part  which  needs 
support,  and  one  for  a  point  of  attachment  of  the  muscle.  Wlien  properly 
applied,  the  rubber  pipe,  which  takes  the  place  of  the  paralyzed  muscle, 
raises  the  hand,  so  that  the  strain  upon  the  enfeebled  muscle  is  relieved. 
Dr.  Van  Bibber  has  also  used  court  plaster  for  the  treatment  of  ptosis  and 
other  minor  paralyses. 

The  Hypodermic  Syringe,  Ether  Spray  Apparatus,  and  Spinal 
and  Cranial  Ice  Bags,  should  be  procured  by  every  physician  who  has 
occasion  to  treat  this  class  of  diseases. 

Cauteries — Until  a  few  months  ago  the  old  form  of  cautery  was  used 
almost  exclusively.  These  are  of  iron,  and  are  sometimes  platina  covered. 
When  they  are  needed,  they  are  heated  in  the  flame  of  a  Bunsen  burner, 
Russian  blast  lamp,  or  some  such  contrivance,  but  lose  their  heat  very 
rapidly,  and  generally  assume  a  dead  red  color  when  they  are  to  be  ap- 
plied. The  glass  rods,  heated  in  a  like  manner,  though  somewhat  more 
convenient,  become  very  quickly  cool. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Putnam,  of  Boston,  exhibited  at  a  meeting  of  the  American 
Neurological  Association  the  first  gas  cautery  which  was  seen  in  this 
country.  In  some  respects  it  was  imperfect.  It  produced  a  noise  which 
was  harrowing  to  the  patient,  and  it  was  expensive  and  cumbersome. 
The  apparatus  consists  of  two  pipes  (one  within  the  other),  which  convey 
air  or  oxygen  and  illuminating  gas  to  a  common  burner.  These  tubes  are 
connected  with  stopcocks  (Fig.  8,  A,  2,  2),  which  enable  the  operator  to 
control  the  size  of  the  flame.  A  handle  (1)  covered  at  one  end  by  a 
shield,  comfiletes  the  body  of  the  instrument.  At  the  end  of  the  burner 
is  a  dome  of  platinum,  which  is  fastened  to  the  end  of  the  burner  by  a 
ring  and  clamp  (B,  4),  so  that,  by  a  simple  movement,  the  dome  can  be 
removed  and  rej)laced  by  another.  About  the  lower  edge  of  the  pla- 
Minurn,  is  a  small  collar  of  wire  gauze,  expanded  at  its  lower  end,  which 
prevents  the  escape  of  any  return  flame  {B). 

From  the  two  stopcocks  pass  rubber  tubes,  one  to  the  gas-burner,  the 
other  to  a  T  of  brass  ])ipe,  the  middle  branch  of  which  extends  into  a 
large  spiiuil  ice-bag  (A,  3).  This  is  covered  by  a  strong  net.  To  the 
other  branch  a  rubber  tube  is  attached.  This  tube  terminates  in  an  ordi- 
nary rubber  atomizer-bulb. 


CAUTERIES.  06 

At  the  T-piece  is  a  small  liook  (A,  4),  by  which  tlio  ice-bag  or  air- 
servoir  can  be  attached  to  the  button-hole  of  the  operator. 


The  Author's  Gas  Cautery. 


The  advantages  I  claim  for  the  modification  of  the  instrument  I  have 
described  are  the  following  : — 

1.  The  adoption  of  a  jet  which  prevents  all  hissing  or  noise,  and  still 
produces  a  very  powerful  blast. 

2.  The  apron  of  wire  gauze,  which  prevents  the  return  of  flame,  thus 
obviating  the  danger  of  burning  parts  that  we  do  not  wish  to  affect. 

3.  Tlie  large  bag,  which  acts  as  a  reservoir,  so  that  the  operator  need 
not  use  the  rubber  bulb  nor  watch  the  burner  after  it  is  filled. 

4.  The  hook,  which  enables  him  to  suspend  the  bag  and  tubing  from 
his  person,  tlius  removing  all  drag. 

The  general  advantages  of  this  form  of  cautery  are  important.  A  uni- 
form heat  may  be  kept  up  for  hours  with  very  little  exertion.  The  fur- 
nace, which  is  not  only  inconvenient,  dirty,  and  alarming  to  timid  peoph;, 
but  is  a  slow  method,  is  done  away  with.  In  less  than  a  minute  the 
platinum  dome  can  be  heated  to  whiteness. 
3 
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The  cauteries  of  Pucquelin  and  Gudrard,  of  Paris,  are  both  good.  In 
them  the  vapor  of  benzine  (wliicli  should  be  very  pure)  is  forced  with  air 
upon  a  piece  of  hot  platinum.  These  arc  excellent  substitutes  for  tlie 
cautery  I  have  just  described,  in  the  countiy  where  there  is  no  gas. 

Dr.  Hammond  has  recommended  tiiat  the  spinal  ether  spray  be  used  to 
deaden  pain  ;  but  not  only  is  there  danger  of  an  explosion  when  tliis  pro- 
cedure is  tried,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  tlie  very  object  of  the  operation, 
revulsion,  is  not  accomplished,  as  the  peripheral  filaments  are  of  necessity 
benumbed. 


ACUTE  PACHYMENINGITIS. 
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CHAPTEE  I. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  CEllEBEAL  MENINGES. 

All  of  the  investing  membranes  of  the  brain  may  be  the  seat  of  inflam- 
matory action,  but  it  is  almost  impossible  in  certain  instances  to  make 
distinctions  between  inflammation  of  the  arachnoid  and  pia  mater,  though 
this  has  been  attempted  by  Parent-Duchatelet,  Lallemand,  and  others.  We 
will,  therefore,  have  to  content  ourselves  with  a  division  founded  upon  the 
duration,  intensity,  and  coexisting  diseases  of  the  general  system,  and 
limit  our  regional  diagnoses  to  forms  which  may  be  called  meningitis  of 
the  convexity  and  meningitis  of  the  base. 

In  respect  to  certain  circumstances  which  modify  the  appearance  of  the 
disease  we  may  divide  these  neuroses  as  follows : — 

Cerebral  pachymeningitis,  \  Chronic 

(Inflammation  of  the  dura  mater),        j  .  ' 

^  Chronic,  with  liasmatoma. 

Basilar, 

Acute  cerebral  meningitis,  J  Of  the  convexity, 


Granular. 


Chronic  cerebral  meningitis. 


PACHYMENINGITIS  (INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  DURA). 

Two  forms  of  pachymeningitis  are  to  be  met  with,  one  of  which  is  acute 
and  is  the  direct  result  of  injury  or  disease  of  the  cranial  bones,  and  is 
generally  fatal  in  a  short  time ;  and  the  other,  of  a  chronic  nature,  which 
may  either  remain  after  injury,  or  arise  from  some  intracranial  cause,  or 
perhaps  be  the  result  of  general  disease,  or  old  age. 

ACUTE  PACHYMENINGITIS. 

Symptoms  After  the  traumatism,  or  when  the  external  disease  has 

invaded  the  intracranial  cavity,  the  flrst  symptom  is  usually  severe  and 
localized  pain,  which  Anally  extends  with  the  inflamination,  and  becomes 
diffused  over  the  entire  head. 

Rigors,  alternating  Avith  elevation  of  temperature,  which  may  sometimes 
attain  105°  or  10G°  F.,  occasionally  spasms  of  the  arms  or  legs,  are  ordi- 
nary symptoms  ;  and  if  the  condition  be  a  very  acute  one,  there  may  be 
general  convulsions,  or  perhaps  a  partial  paralysis,  which  is  unilateral. 

Delirium  usually  supervenes  in  from  three  days  to  a  week,  and  coma 
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ends  the  disease,  should  an  effusion  of  blood  take  place,  and  this  is  a  com- 
mon termination. 

The  i)ulse  during  tiie  first  two  or  three  days  varies  from  00°  to  70°, 
while  towards  tlie  end  it  becomes  mucli  more  frequent  and  very  full. 
During  the  invasion,  and  after  the  disease  is  fully  established,  especially 
if  the  inflammation  extends  to  the  base,  the  bead  may  be  drawn  backwards 
and  downwards. 

RamskilP  has  called  attention  to  the  hyper-sensitiveness  of  the  cornea, 
and  I  have  been  often  impressed  by  another  symptom,  viz.,  the  redness  of 
the  conjunctiva  and  the  constant  tendency  to  lachrymation.  Vomiting 
very  commonly  takes  place,  and  is  always  quite  a  suggestive  symptom  of 
meningeal  trouble.  When  the  disease  follows  otitis  its  onset  is  not  so  sud- 
den as  when  it  is  the  result  of  injury,  but  a  train  of  symptoms  of  gi-adual 
appearance  marks  the  extension  of  the  morbid  process  step  by  step, 
though  in  some  instances  rigor  with  sudden  coma  may  be  the  first  indica- 
tion of  mischief.  This  is  in  most  cases  the  purulent  form.  Cases  of  the 
idiopathic  variety  of  pachymeningitis  are  quite  rare,  altliough  several  have 
been  reported  by  Abercrombie  and  other  older  writers.  One  case  related 
by  the  former  authority  may  be  woi-th  mentioning.  This  writer  also  gives 
six  others  which  originated  from  middle  ear  disease  or  abscesses  in  other 
bony  cavities.  These  latter  cases  are  not  uncommon,  if  we  may  accept 
the  experience  of  aurists  and  surgeons.  Abercrombie's^  patient,  in  whom 
the  disease  was  idiopathic,  died  in  fifteen  days.  The  first  indication  was 
severe  pain  in  the  left  temple,  which  continued  for  two  weeks,  when  a 
"  swelling"  appeared  beneath  the  left  upper  eyelid.  Four  days  before  her 
death  violent  convulsions  took  place,  which  were  preceded  by  slight 
rigors.  The  swelling  was  punctured,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  pus 
escaped.  A  probe  passed  into  the  opening  came  in  contact  with  bone,  and 
could  be  inserted  for  some  distance,  the  end  being  in  contact  with  the  roof  of 
the  orbit.  During  previous  days  her  condition  had  varied  to  a  great  degree, 
and  at  times  she  seemed  to  be  very  comfortable.  On  the  day  before  her 
death  she  complained  of  vertical  headache,  became  semi-comatose,  and  died 
in  this  state.  Extensive  discoloration,  thickening,  and  other  changes  in 
the  dura  mater  were  found  with  adventitious  membrane  and  pus. 

Fizeau*  mentions  a  case  which  closely  resembles  this  one,  and  another 
quoted  by  Abercrombie,  and  seen  by  Pratliernon,  was  also  of  idiopathic 
origin.  Abercrombie's  other  cases  present  common  symptoms  which  were 
traced  to  assignable  causes.  Dr.  Clark'  has  presented  five  cases  of  the 
acute  form,  due  to  otitis.  Dr.  Bauduy*  another  which  followed  scarlet 
fever,  and  many  of  the  same  kind  may  be  found  mentioned  by  other 
authorities. 


'  Russell  Reynolds'  System  of  Medicine,  vol.  ii.  page  325. 

*  Abercrombie  on  the  Brain,  page  21. 

"  Journal  dc  M6decinc,  toni.  ii.,  New  Series,  page  523. 

*  Transactions  New  York  rathological  Society,  1876. 
"  St.  Louis  Clinical  Record,  March,  187G. 
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A  for  more  interestin;?  class  of  cases  are  tliose  wliicli  have  lasted  for 
some  time,  liave  invaded  the  underlyiirg  membranes,  ending  in  involve- 
ment of  the  cortex  cerebri.    The  following  is  a  fair  example  : — 

Symptoms  John  McM.,  age  30,  of  temperate  habits.    The  patient 

■was  a  young  man  of  the  laboring  class,  and  was  employed  in  a  machine- 
shop  at  the  time  of  the  accident.  Three  years  ago,  while  turning  a  piece 
of  metal,  it  caught  upon  the  end  of  his  turning  tool  and  flew  out  of  the 
lathe  (Avhich  was  driven  by  steam-power),  striking  his  head,  and  cutting  a 
scalp  wound  over  the  upper  part  of  the  right  parietal  bone.  He  fell  un- 
conscious, and  was  caiTied  to  his  home,  remaining  in  the  same  state  for 
about  eight  hours.  After  this  he  recovered  slowly,  -was  delirious,  and  evi- 
dently had  had  convulsions.  From  this  period  to  the  time  when  I  saw  him 
his  history  was  not  very  clear,  but  he  had  had  convulsive  paroxysms  from 
time  to  time,  and  severe  headache,  which  he  complained  of  when  he  came 
for  advice.  This  pain  was  limited  to  the  right  side  of  the  head,  and  prin- 
ci])ally  centered  at  the  injured  spot.  His  face  was  quite  puffed  and 
swollen,  and  his  eyes  were  red  and  watery.  Pressure  upon  the  cicatrix 
caused  intense  pain.  His  right  pupil  was  slightly  enlarged,  and  he  com- 
plained that  his  vision  was  imperfect.  Sleep  was  disturbed  by  the  pain 
which  would  often  occur  in  paroxysms  of  a  very  intense  character.  He 
complained  that  his  left  arm  felt  stiff,  and  that  his  fingers  were  cold,  but 
I  was  unable  to  find  any  loss  of  power.  He  continued  in  this  state  for  a 
year  or  more,  and  when  I  next  saw  him  his  speech  had  become  slow  and 
hesitating,  and  his  face  wore  rather  a  silly  expression.  He  then  com- 
plained of  some  feebleness  of  the  left  arm  and  leg.  The  headache  had  not 
abated,  and  the  convulsions  had  been  much  more  frequent.  His  friend 
who  came  with  him  stated  that  his  mind  had  greatly  clianged,  that  his  be- 
havior was  eccentric,  and  that  he  had  had  delusions  of  various  kinds.  I 
subsequently  lost  sight  of  him.  In  some  features  this  case  resembles  one 
of  softening.  This  form  of  chronic  pachymeningitis  is  much  more  obscure 
when  it  is  connected  with  syphilis.  There  is  not  only  a  great  dispropor- 
tion between  the  severity  of  the  symptoms  and  the  extent  of  the  morbid 
process,  but  symptoms  of  great  variety  may  be  evinced  as  expressions  of 
pachymeningitis  of  syphilitic  origin.^  Lagneau  fils"  reports  a  case  in  which 
this  inconsistency  was  shown.  The  only  symptom  was  headache,  which 
was  most  violent  at  night.  Post-mortem  examination  revealed  pachy- 
meningitis over  the  anterior  lobes  of  the  cerebrum,  with  bony  plates  and 
some  sclerosis  of  the  brain-substance.  There  Avas,  in  addition,  extensive 
perforation  of  the  ethmoid  bone.  Instances  are  related  by  Gama  where 
the  patients  had  died  conscious,  and  their  meninges  were  found  to  be  de- 
cidedly affected.   Keyes,^  in  a  most  complete  and  exhaustive  memoir,  pre- 

'  Trans.  N".  Y.  Path.  See,  vol.  i.  p.  1.3. 

^  Observation  3,  Lagneau,  Maladies  syphilitiqucs  du  Systfemo  nerv^eux.  Paris 
18G0. 

"  Syphilis  of  the  Nervous  System.    Now  York,  1870. 
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sents  a  number  of  cases  of  hemiplegia  whicli  were  the  ultimate  result  of 
the  meningeal  inflammation,  and  calls  attention  to  the  pain  which  pre- 
cedes the  hemiplegia,  and  which  is  always  produced  when  pressure  is  made 
upon  the  cranium.  A  feature  of  the  hemiplegia  is  the  absence  of  any  loss 
of  consciousness. 

A  form  of  syphilitic  pachymeningitis  may  follow  external  syphilitic  dis- 
ease of  the  cranial  bones.  I  may  illustrate  the  features  of  such  an  attack 
by  the  following  case,  reported  by  Dr.  Jas.  R.  Wood :  

Marie  C,  aged  20,  was  admitted  to  Bellevue  Hospital,  Jan.  7th,  on  ac- 
count of  an  eruption  of  two  weeks'  duration,  which  had  steadily  progressed 
from  a  few  points  until  it  had  become  general,  being  most  profuse  on  the 
face,  neck,  arms,  and  scalp. 

The  eruption  presented  a  distinct  coppery  hue,  and  was  of  two  varieties. 
There  were  three  rupitic  phlegma  on  the  head,  each  of  which  contained  a 
little  pus,  and  three  or  four  on  the  shoulders  and  back  of  the  same  cha- 
racter.   The  rest  were  tubercular. 

She  stated  that,  though  often  exposed,  she  had  never  suffered  from  pri- 
mary syphilis,  but  that  there  was  a  sore  on  her  thigh,  near  the  vulva, 
which  appeared  two  weeks  before  the  eruption. 

On  examination,  a  simple  chancre  was  found  at  the  point  complained 
of ;  there  was  also  a  chancre  of  limited  extent  in  the  vagina.  Soon  after 
admission  she  was  observed  to  have  a  shuffling  gait,  and  when  questioned 
about  it  stated  that  her  right  arm  and  leg  "  seemed  to  be  getting  weak." 
The  treatment  consisted  in  the  use  of  the  corrosive  chloride  of  mercury  in 
Huxhara's  tincture  of  bark,  combined  with  generous  diet. 

The  eruption  on  the  scalp  was  left  undisturbed.  The  quantity  of  pus 
contained  in  each  point  was  quite  small,  and  it  was  deemed  best  to  let 
them  alone.  One  of  them  situated  over  the  parietal  bone  of  the  left  side 
was  something  larger  than  its  fellows  ;  none  of  them,  however,  increased 
in  size  materially. 

There  was  very  little  improvement  in  the  eruption,  but  the  hemiplegia 
steadily  increased. 

Her  appetite  became  poor,  she  began  to  have  vomiting,  and  exhibited 
a  cachectic  appearance.  The  bichloride  was  necessarily  discontinued,  and 
mercurial  vaporization  substituted. 

The  hemiplegia  became  more  complete,  and  her  mind  began  to  be  ob- 
scured. The  stupidity  gradually  deepened  into  profound  coiya,  in  which 
condition  she  died  on  the  30th. 

Autopsy  There  was  a  denudation  of  the  parietal  bone  of  the  left  side 

of  the  periosteum,  at  a  point  corresponding  with  the  rupitic  spot  above 
spoken  of. 

On  removing  the  calvarium,  the  dura  mater  was  found  inflamed  and 
firmly  adherent  to  the  skull,  just  beneath  the  denuded  spot  on  the  parietal 
bone  and  the  eruption. 

A  small  opening  was  found  communicating  between  them,  perforating 
the  cranial  walls,  and  looking  very  much  like  a  worm-hole. 

The  brain  at  a  point  corresponding  with  the  inflamed  dura  mater  pre- 
sented a  greenish  appearance. 

There  was  also  an  evident  fulness  and  fluctuation.  On  making  an  in- 
cision an  abscess  was  discovered  which  contained  about  5iij  of  pus.  The 
other  organs  were  healthy. 
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As  a  result  of  continued  congestion  we  may  have  a  form  of  pachy- 
meningitis sucli  as  follows  chronic  mania.  I  have  seen  this  change  repeat- 
edly as  a  secondary  condition,  but  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  other 
meninges  were  as  well  affected. 

Causes. — Tliey  may  be  briefly  enumerated  as  external  injury,  otitis, 
syphilis,  alcoholism,  and  various  acute  diseases,  among  them  rheumatism. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology — In  the  majority  of  cases  the 
inflammation  is  transmitted  to  one  or  more  of  the  important  sinuses.  The 
most  favorable  points  for  the  extension  of  disease  of  the  temporal  bone  are 
the  narrow  space  between  the  mastoid  cells  of  this  bone  and  the  transverse 
sinus,  and  that  between  the  cavity  of  the  tympanum  and  the  jugular  fossa ; 
and  the  proximity  of  the  auditory  meatus  to  the  petrosal  sinus,  and  the 
different  canals  which  contain  the  nerves,  to  adjacent  intra-cranial  parts. 
The  bony  walls  between  these  locations  are  of  a  perforated  and  lamellar 
character,  and  when  attacked  by  caries  are  very  apt  to  be  destroyed. 

If  the  disease  be  of  a  syphilitic  nature  there  is  generally  a  gummatous 
deposit  scattered  through  the  tissues,  and  the  under  surface  of  the  dura 
mater  is  often  covered  by  a  syphilitic  exudation  which  can  rarely  be  mis- 
taken. If  the  disease  be  the  result  of  a  traumatism,  the  membrane  is  seen 
-to  be  thickened,  opalescent,  and  congested.  In  old  cases  it  is  found  to  be 
closely  adherent  to  the  cranial  bones,  or  it  may  contain  long  plates. 


0«<eomao/Z)«railfa<er(Lancorcaux).— a.  Bony  Plate.   6.  Perforation,   c.  Fals.   d.  Dura 
Mater,   e.  Parietal  Bone.  /.  Soalp. 

In  this  form  of  inflammation  the  morbid  changes  may  be  seen  best  at 
the  convexity. 

Prognosis — The  outlook  is  invariably  bad,  for  in  one  variety  the 
patient  is  carried  off  in  a  few  days,  or,  should  the  disease  become  chronic, 
Its  progressive  nature  must  lead  us  to  expect  an  ultimate  implication  of 
other  parts,  and  cortical  softening  or  sclerosis  and  atrophy  ai-e  probable 
terminations. 
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Treatment — Treatment  sliould  be  directed  in  the  beginning  to  the 
cause,  and  if  there  be  otitis,  a  frqe  escape  of  pus  should  be  provided  for, 
and  counter-irritants,  topical  applications,  and  leeches  sliould  be  em- 
ployed. If  the  pachymeningitis  be  attended  by  much  pain,  cold  to  tiie 
head  and  free  administration  of  the  bromides  will  be  of  service.  The 
leeches  may  be  applied  to  the  tragus  of  the  ear,  or  to  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  tlic  nostril. 


CHRONIC  PACHYMENINGITIS  WITH  HiEMATOMA. 

It  has  been  the  custom,  among  certain  writers  lately,  to  speak  of  hema- 
toma as  an  inevitable  result  of  paciiymeningitis.  This,  1  thinlv,  is  a  mis- 
take, for  the  production  of  blood-cysts  is  not  the  invariable  rul«.  If, 
however,  tlie  thickening  ot  tlie  dura  mater  is  excessive,  there  may  be  a 
gradual  destructive  process,  wliicli  will  be  described  when  we  come  to 
speak  of  the  morbid  anatomy  and  pathology  of  tlie  affection. 

Tiie  disease  may  begin  as  I  have  already  described,  and  may  advance 
to  a  certain  point  before  tlie  grave  symptoms  which  indicate  rupture  and 
consequent  meningeal  hemorrhage  are  expressed.  These  may  vary  in 
intensity  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  tlie  effusion,  which  may  be  even 
so  great  as  to  produce  sudden  death,  but  such  an  early  result  is  excep- 
tional. The  course  of  the  disease  is  generally  more  gradual,  and  there  is 
at  first  an  initial  hemorrhage  of  sliglit  extent,  which  is  followed  in  a  great 
number  of  cases  by  two  or  three  others.  In  some  respects  this  effusion  re- 
sembles cerebral  hemorrhage  in  the  production  of  acute  symptoms,  but 
they  are  nearly  always  less  profound ;  and  it  is  not  so  frequently  followed 
by  complete  paralysis. 

Symptoms — The  early  symptoms  of  pachymeningitis  which  I  have 
enumerated  are  those  preceding  the  immediate  evidences  of  the  effusion. 
They  may  be  reinforced  by  loss  of  memory  and  stupidity,  and  after  a  few 
months  there  may  be  a  transitory  loss  of  consciousness  and  incomplete 
hemiplegia  which  is  characterized  by  much  hypercesthesia. 

The  phenomena  of  the  attack  are  thus  described  by  Huguenin  :^  "  Se- 
vere headache  just  before  the  attack  ;  after  loss  of  consciousness  has 
occurred,  contracted  pupils,  not  reacting ;  in  a  few  cases,  paralysis  of  the 
facial  nerve,  on  the  side  opposite  to  that  of  the  htematoma ;  sometimes 
liemiplegia.  These  latter  symptoms  only  occur  in  one-sided  hemorrhages. 
A  marked  change  in  the  color  of  tlie  face  is  anotlier  of  the  symptoms  re- 
ported. At  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  which  is  usually  sudden, 
the  face  becomes  flushed ;  the  pulse  is  full  and  rapid,  but  soon  grows  small 
and  irregular,  and  pallor  succeeds  the  flushing.  In  some  cases  the  pulse 
is  slow  ;  in  others  there  is  an  increase  in  rapidity,  continuing  up  to  tiie 
time  of  death.  Contractures  of  the  extremities,  and  slight  transitory 
twitchings,  were  present  in  a  few  cases." 


'  Ziemssen,  Cyclopedia  of  the  Pract.  of  Med.,  triuislation,  vol.  xii.  page  409. 
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Instead  of  hemiplegia  tlicre  may  bo  one-sided  convidsions,  but  these 
depend  very  mucli  on  the  degree  of  pressure  exerted  upon  the  cortex- 
cerebri.  Tlie  condition,  strange  to  say,  is  sometimes  arrested  after  an 
indefinite  period,  and  there  is  a  return  to  the  normal  state,  but  traumatic 
luvinatoma  is  usually  fatal. 

Seiiuhberg'  assents  to  the  view  held  by  Ilerschl,  Virchovr,  and  Cruveil- 
hier,  that  hajmatoma  is  always  the  result  of  fibrinous  inflammation,  and 
believes  that  the  prognosis  is  grave.  In  this  paper  he  considers  the  dura- 
tion of  a  fatal  case  to  be  about  one  month. 

Causes  H:ematoma  is  a  disease  of  adult  life,  and  twenty-two  per 

cent,  of  the  cases  collected  by  Huguenin  were  between  the  seventieth  and 
eightieth  years,  and  Durand-Fardel  found  that  77.4  per  cent,  of  all  cases 
were  men,  and  22.6  per  cent,  were  women.  As  causes  may  be  mentioned 
various  cachectic  and  other  diseases,  among  them  Bright's  disease,  scurvy, 
syphilis,  typhus  fever,  rheumatism,  smallpox  and  scarlatina,  alcoholism  and 
sunstroke,  or  any  condition  which  is  conducive  to  continued  hyperjemia  of 
the  diu-a  mater. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology  The  process  involved  in  the 

production  of  hematoma  is  an  exceedingly  complicated  one,  consisting 
in  the  production  of  new  vessels  and  new  layers  of  fibrine  due  to  the  ex- 
travasation of  blood.  The  first  layer  of  this  new  tissue-formation  takes 
place  in  contact  with  the  arachnoid,  and  ultimately  others  form  and  be- 
come organized.  The  formation  of  the  blood-cyst  is  due  to  the  rupture 
of  one  of  the  new  vessels,  and  the  extravasation  becomes  surrounded  by  a 
layer  of  tissue  which  may  be  so  firm  as  to  preserve  the  cyst  contents  un- 
changed. This  is  particularly  the  case  in  the  smaller  cysts.  The  skull  is 
sometimes  found  to  be  thin  as  seen  by  Hyrtl,^  but  this  is  not  common,  and 
some  writers,  among  them  Textor'  and  Rokitansky,*  consider  that  the 
reverse  is  to  be  seen  in  a  greater  number  of  cases.  I  may  briefly  enume- 
rate the  post-mortem  appearances  as  follows  :  Beneath  the  dura  mater  may 
be  found  a  layer  of  coagulum  which  contains  fibrinous  shreds  binding  it  to 
the  membrane  itself.  If  the  case  be  of  long  duration  several  lavers  of 
false  membrane  containing  bloodvessels  are  to  be  found  attached  to  the 
dura,  and  the  late  formations  may  be  distinguished  from  those  of  early 
origin.  Between  these  layers  it  is  not  unusual  to  find  the  results  of  inter- 
stitial hemorrhages  which  exist  as  blood-clots  in  ditf'erent  styles  of  organi- 
zation. The  thickening  of  the  dura  mater  is  thus  described  by  Fox  : 
"  In  the  non-purulent  form  of  the  new  formation,  the  result  of  inflamma- 
tion becomes  very  quickly  the  seat  of  vessels  and  is  composed  of  several 
layers;  those  nearest  tlie  dura  mater  being  composed  of  compact  lustrous 
connective  tissue  fibres  almost  as  dense  as  the  dura  mater  itself,  whilst  the 
layer  further  removed  from  the  dura  mater  is  rich  in  cells  with  small 


'  Schmidt's  Jahrcsbericht,  vol.  104,  pp.  164,  1G5. 

^  Hyrtl,  sec  Zicmssen's  Encyl.,  vol.  xii.  Am.  Tran.,  Art.  "Meningitis." 
"  Textor,  WUrzbiirg  Verliandluug,  vii.  1857. 
<  lloliitansky,  quoted  by  Huguenin. 
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narrow  vessels,  unrl  the  layer  nearest  the  arachnoid,  often  firmly  uniting 
the  arachnoid  to  the  dura  mater,  is  remarkable  for  very  large  capilla- 
ries." 

The  size  of  the  hujraatoma  may  vary  from  that  of  a  small  bean  to  that 
of  an  orange,  and  in  one  case,  the  autopsy  of  which  was  made  by  Dr. 
Huber  of  the  Colored  Home,  the  blood-cyst  covered  one  entire  side  of  the 
brain,  and  was  fully  an  inch  in  depth.  The  patient  was  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  Whitall,  who  kindly  contributes  the  following  notes  :  

P.  B.,  GO,  Avidower,  N.  Y. ;  mulatto;  father,  motlier,  and  one  brother 
died  of  phthisis.  The  patient  has  been  intemperate,  but  now  drijiks  only 
in  moderation.  He  denies  venereal  disease;  twenty-five  years  ago  he 
had  smallpox,  and  has  since  had  intermittent  fever  and  cholera.  His 
trouble  dated  from  an  injury  seven  years  ago.  He  was  thrown  from  a 
hay-truck  to  the  ground,  falling  upon  his  head,  and  causing  blood  to  fiow 
from  his  left  ear;  but  he  was  able  to  walk  to  his  home,  one  mile  distant. 
He  seems  to  have  received  no  very  serious  injury,  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  immediate  symptoms.  Since  the  fall  he  has  been  troubled  with  head- 
ache otF  and  on,  increased  by  .approaching  a  fire.  He  cannot  appreciate 
the  ticking  of  a  watch  pressed  to  his  left  ear.  About  a  fortnight  ago  he 
had  a  chill,  fever,  and  cough,  some  pain  in  back,  with  soreness  around 
the  whole  gluteal  region.  Urination  was  slow,  disturbed,  and  at  one  time' 
he  was  unable  to  pass  water ;  at  another  it  would  be  too  free ;  has  been 
growing  weaker  since. 

June  15,  1874.  On  admission  patient  was  confined  to  bed;  owing  to 
apparent  weakness  in  lumbar  region  he  was  unable  to  stand.  In  a  few 
days  he  began  to  improve  under  the  administration  of  iodide  of  potash. 
Walks  with  a  staggering  gait,  and  cannot  follow  a  straight  line.  On 
closure  of  eyes  does  not  have  a  tendency  to  fall.  Hea\-y  expression  of 
countenance.  No  diminution  in  acuteness  of  sensibility  can  be  discovered 
over  any  portion  of  the  body.  Had  incontinence  of  urine  on  admission ; 
is  not  so  troubled  at  present  time.  Can  walk  about  the  ward ;  at  times 
can  dress  without  assistance.  To-day  complains  of  frontal  headache; 
sleeps  very  soundly,  with  stertorous  breathing.  Appetite  good ;  bowels 
constipated. 

24iA.  Staggering  gait,  and  inability  to  walk  in  a  straight  line,  still  pre- 
sent. If  he  closes  his  eyes  while  standing,  there  is  a  tendency  (which  by 
an  effort  he  can  overcome)  to  fall  backward.  Complains  of  pain  on  right 
side  of  head  and  face;  sleeps  most  of  the  day  in  a  chair;  at  night  snores 
loudly.    Bowels  constipated.    Nocturnal  incontinence  of  urine  exists. 

Feb.  6,  1875.  To-day,  Avhile  patient  was  sitting  in  a  chair,  he  had  a 
convulsion,  and  then  became  comatose.  Urine  albuminous.  Ordered  ol. 
tiglii  n^^iv,  after  the  action  of  which  he  appeared  much  better. 

loth.  Very  little  change  in  patient's  general  condition  since  above 
note.  Is  still  apathetic,  and  complains  of  pain  in  head,  on  right 
side  especially.  There  is  still  right  facial  paralysis,  with  somewhat  di- 
minished sensibility  in  this  region.  The  tongue  deviates,  if  any,  to  the 
right.  Pupils  normal  in  size  and  reaction.  No  notable  change  in  hear- 
ing. No  loss  of  motion,  though  the  right  arm  and  leg  are  weaker  tlian 
the  left.  Tiie  lower  limbs  (left  more  readily  than  right)  can  be  drawn 
upwards,  and  extended  with  little  trouble.  He  is  unable  to  walk  or  stand 
without  being  supported,  as  the  right  leg  gives  way ;  complains  of  cou- 
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siclerable  pain  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  limb.  Has  occasional  involun- 
tary passiifies  of  urine  and  feces;  as  a  general  thing,  however,  the  bowels 
are  confineil ;  urine  evacuated  with  considerable  force. 

3Iarch  1!).  Appears  to  be  losing  strength  very  rapidly.  Will  not  an- 
swer Avhen  spoken  to.    Temp.  '■y^^°. 

2lst.    Died  abont  9  P.M.  comatose. 

Autopsy,  30  hours  post-mortem — Rigor  mortis  marked.  Body  slightly 
emaciated. 

The  dura  nuxter  was  found  very  firmly  adherent  to  the  calvarium  to  the 
right  of  the  longitudinal  sinus,  and  over  a  considerable  portion  of  the  con- 
vexity. After  removing  the  dura  mater,  the  pia  mater  on  the  left  side 
was  discovered  to  be  unusually  dry  and  somewhat  congested,  with  here  and 
there  slight  patches  of  lymph.  The  convolutions  throughout  this  hemi- 
sphere were  greatly  flattened,  and  the  sulci  nearly  obliterated.  In  the 
right  cranial  cavity  a  large  ha?matoma  existed.  The  tumor  pear-shaped, 
with  larger  extremity  anteriorly,  extended  from  the  anterior  portion  of 
tlie  second  frontal  convolution  to  the  posterior  portion  of  the  second  tem- 
poral, and  from  within  an  inch  of  longitudinal  fissure  to  junction  of  lateral 
portion  with  base  of  skull. 

The  right  hemisphere  was  correspondingly  compressed  downwards, 
backwards,  and  to  the  left.  The  depression  corresponded  to  the  shape  of 
the  tumor,  and  was  so  situated  tliat  the  greatest  amount  of  pressure  came 
upon  the  left  lateral  ventricle.  The  dimensions  of  this  growth  were  as 
follows :  Q\  inches  antero-posterioi'ly ;  4  inches  vertically  in  greatest  diam- 
eter ;  and  about  2  inches  in  thickness. 

In  addition  to  the  hajmatoma,  a  serous  cyst  (about  the  size  of  a  hickory- 
nut),  evidently  originating  from  an  old  hemorrhage  in  the  subjacent  brain 
structure,  the  cicatrice  of  which  still  remains,  was  seen  beneath  the  an- 
terior lobe.  Back  of  this  another  cyst,  the  walls  of  which  were  chiefly 
composed  of  softened  brain  tissue,  was  discovered,  which,  upon  closer 
investigation,  was  ascertained  to  be  continuous  with  tlie  right  lateral  ven- 
tricle tlu-ough  the  middle  cornua.  The  right  ventricle  was  greatly  dis- 
tended by  serum,  while  comparatively  little  could  be  detected  in  the  left. 

In  the  left  oplitlialmic  artery  a  long,  slender  clot,  pai-tly  dark  and 
partly  translucent  and  yellowish,  existed.  No  thrombi  were  noticed  in 
the  sliglitly  atheromatous  arteries  at  the  base  of  the  brain. 

No  connection  existed  between  the  pia  mater  and  the  hajmatoma ;  the 
relations  between  it  and  the  dura  mater  were  so  intimate  as  to  require 
dissection  before  a  separation  was  possible. 

Tlie  petrous  portion  of  the  right  temporal  bone  was  considerably  larger 
than  tiie  left,  and,  upon  section,  proved  to  be  much  more  porous.  No 
other  abnormalities  were  present;  no  evidence  of  fractiu-e  at  the  base. 

The  way  in  which  the  tumor,  though  situated  on  the  right  side  of  the 
brain,  pressed  upon  the  left  ventricle,  explained  the  symptoms  which, 
during  life,  pointed  to  an  involvement  of  the  left  side;  and  also  offered  an 
explanation  as  to  tlie  manner  in  which  the  fluid  was  forced  through  the 
middle  cornua  of  tlie  right  ventricle. 

Heart — Very  flabby;  cavities  dilated,  and  filled  Avith  dark  coagnla. 
Aortic  valves  were  sliglitly  thickened,  and  the  artery  was  atheromatous. 
Mitral  valves  thickened. 

Lungs — Tlie  right  was  firmly  bound  to  chest;  very  soft  and  congested. 
The  surface  was  studded  witli  pigment. 
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The  loft  had  also  become  udliorent  to  pai'ictcs,  and,  at  the  apex,  a  few 
softened,  cheesy  points  were  discovered. 
Spleen — Eniarfred  and  congested. 
Liver  Normal. 

Kidneys — Cortex  somewhat  thicker  than  usual;  botli  or'mns  were 
waxy.  ° 

Weight  of  the  organs. — Heart,  10  oz.  ;  spleen,  7  oz. ;  liver,  5;;  oz.; 
right  lung,  29  oz.;  left  lung,  18  oz. ;  right  kidney,  6  oz. ;  left  kidney,  5  oz. 

Prognosis.  — The  existence  of  a  blood  tumor  of  this  kind  is  not 
always  a  serious  matter.  Even  after  two  or  three  extravasations  have 
occurred,  a  retrogressive  course  takes  place;  but  this  is  rare.  Griesinger' 
reports  a  case  in  which  partial  recovery  has  taken  place;  and  in  187G  the 
patient  wa.s  still  alive,  and  presented  slight  evidences  of  his  former  serious 
trouble.    This  termination  of  the  disease  is  exceptional,  however. 

Treatment — What  lias  been  said  in  regard  to  the  maniigement  of 
uncomplicated  pachymeningitis  is  applicable  in  this  disease ;  and,  in  addi- 
tion, venesection  lias  been  advocated  by  more  than  one  authority.  It  should 
be  employed  during  the  comatose  stage  which  marks  tlie  occun-ence  of  an 
effusion,  and  at  the  same  time  a  drastic  cathartic  will  be  found  to  be  of 
excellent  service.  High  living  and  excessive  use  of  tobacco  and  alcohol 
are  to  be  interdicted,  and  iodide  of  potassium  may  be  given  with  the  idea 
of  pi-oducing  absorption  of  the  new  growth. 


ACUTE  CEREBRAL  MENINGITIS. 

The  term  meningitis  has  been  applied,  clinically  speaking,  to  that  form 
of  inflammation  which  involves  chiefly  the  arachnoid  and  pia  mater,  and  in 
its  acute  form  may  be  expressed  by  the  following  grave  and  alarming 

s}'Tnptoms  : — 

Symptoms  These  may  be  divided  in  regard  to  their  appearance 

into  three  stages  :  1st.  The  stage  of  excitement  or  irritation  ;  2.  The 
stage  of  delirium  ;  3d.  The  stage  of  stupor. 

An  hypothetical  Ciise  may  be  presented.  The  patient  complains  of  a 
slight  headache,  which  increases  towards  the  end  of  the  fii-st  twenty-four 
hours.  It  may  not  be  attended  by  mucli  annoyance,  and  he  is  usually  able 
to  attend  to  his  daily  duties.  But  during  the  succeeding  six  or  eight 
hours  it  may  become  greatly  aggravated,  and  is  attended  by  restlessness, 
flushing  of  the  cheeks,  throbbing  of  the  tempoi'al  vessels,  and  genei*al  dis- 
comfort. After  a  few  hours  there  may  be  slight  rigoi-s  or  a  severe  chill, 
which  is  often  mistaken  for  ague;  and  the  rapid  elevation  of  temperature, 
and  hard,  bounding  pulse  may  strengthen  the  suspicion.  The  hoada-che 
continues,  and  is  still  not  confined  to  any  particular  locality,  but  is  so  intense 
that  the  patient  seeks  his  bed,  where  he  may  lie,  moaning,  sighing,  or  toss- 
ing restlessly  to  and  fro.    The  muscles  of  the  legs  may  twitch,  and  tlie 


'  Archiv  dor  Hcilkunde,  1862. 
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lenst  noise,  such  as  the  creuking  of  a  door,  invariably  irritates  and  startles 
the  invalid;  briglit  lights  distress  him,  and  he  closes  liis  eyes  instinctively. 
He  keeps  his  hands  over  his  ears  so  that  he  may  not  hear  noises  in  the 
room,  or  firmly  presses  his  aching  temples.  There  may  be  vomiting  which 
is  not  dependent  upon  the  condition  of  the  stomach,  is  not  attended  by 
retching,  and  occurs  whether  the  stomach  be  empty  or  full.  If  the  patient 
be  a  child,  there  are  generally  convulsions  of  a  very  violent  character. 
These  constitute  the  first  stage. 

Active  delirium  usually  appears  during  the  first  two  days,  and  continues 
througli  the  greater  part  of  the  second  stage.  The  patient  screams  in  an 
agonizing  manner,  and  alarms  those  who  may  be  with  him,  adding  greatly 
to  the  distressing  character  of  his  sufferings.  The  delirium  now  begins  to 
subside,  or  may  be  supplanted  by  coma.  The  tem[)erature  becomes  lower, 
and  the  pulse  loses  much  of  its  force  and  rapidity.  The  head  is  hot,  and 
the  respiration  becomes  irregular  i>nd  sighing.  The  bowels,  which  were 
constipated  in  the  first  stage,  still  continue  so,  and  the  tongue  is  coated 
with  a  dirty-white  fur.  There  may  be  convulsions  at  this  time  which 
RamskilP  says  may  precipitately  throw  the  patient  into  the  third  stage, 
which  is  one  of  collapse.  This  stage  may  resemble  that  of  advanced  ty- 
phoid. Sordes  on  the  teeth,  pinched  features,  dark  circles  about  the  eyes, 
fluttering  pulse,  great  prostration  with  loss  of  muscular  power,  dilated 
pupils,  stertorous  breathing,  and  the  unconscious  passage  of  feces  and 
zirine,  are  all  forerunners  of  death.  Should  the  force  of  the  inflammation 
be  exerted  at  the  base,  the  symptoms  are  much  more  violent,  and  para- 
lyses of  cranial  nerves  are  not  uncommon. 

Causes  In  considering  the  predisposing  causes  of  acute  meningitis 

it  will  be  well  to  inquire  what  are  the  influences  of  sex  and  age.  Tiie  re- 
ports of  the  New  York  Board  of  Health  sliow  that  during  the  years  1867, 
18G8,  1870,  1871,  1872,  and  1873  there  were  4321  deaths  from  menin- 
gitis in  the  city  of  New  York,  2506  of  whom  were  males,  and  1815  females  ; 
3434  were  children  under  5  years;  of  these  1873  were  males,  and  1561 
females.  It  wiU  therefore  be  seen  that  males  are  more  often  affected  than 
the  other  sex,  and  that  the  large  proportion  of  cases  occur  among  children. 

Rilliet  and  Barthez  take  an  opposite  view  of  the  matter,  and  consider 
the  disease  to  exist  more  frequently  after  the  fifth  year.  My  own  expe- 
rience and  the  Health  Board's  statistics  lead  me  to  think  that  after  this 
period  of  early  life,  the  adult  cases  are  comprised  in  the  interval  between 
the  twentieth  and  fiftieth  years,  and  I  am  unable  to  find  the  records  of  nuuiy 
cases  after  the  sixtieth  year,  and  am  therefore  disposed  to  believe  that  the 
disease  is  rare  after  that  time.  Various  predisposing  causes  give  rise  to  the 
affection,  and  none,  I  think,  plays  a  more  im[)ortaut  part  in  the  production 
of  the  adult  variety  than  continued  dram-drinking  and  hard  work  in  warm 
places.  Over-use  of  the  mental  powers,  and  various  disorders,  such  as 
syphilis  and  gout,  are  favorable  to  its  development. 

Croupous  pneumonia,  acute  rheumatism,  diphtheria,  extension  of  dis- 


'  Article  in  Reynolds'  System  of  Medicine,  p.  369,  vol.  ii. 
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ease  from  tlie  tympanic  cavity,  blows  upon  the  head,  and  sudden  changes 
of  temperature  of  any  kind,  are  the  direct  causes  of  acute  meningitis.  In 
one  of  my  cases  the  disease  was  tlie  result  of  a  sca-batli.  Tiie  patient, 
after  bathing,  sat  for  some  time  with  uncovered  head  upon  the  beacli  ex- 
posed to  tlie  heat  of  a  noonday  sun.  Haeddeus'  reports  a  case  of  this 
disease  which  resulted  from  typhoid  fever. 

Diagnosis  Acute  cerebral  meningitis  may  be  mistaken  or  con- 
founded witli  cerebritis,  typhoid  fever,  or  delirium  tremens.  The  deli- 
rium, headache,  and  disorders  of  motility  are  much  less  marked  in  cerebritis 
than  in  acute  meningitis,  and  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  pulse  in  the 
latter  disease  is  much  more  rapid  and  full,  and  the  temperature  much 
higher. 

Typhoid  fever  is  symptomatized  by  elevation  of  evening  temperature, 
diarrhoea,  abdominal  tenderness  and  tympanitis,  muttering  delirium,  and 
the  presence  of  petechire.  Delirium  tremens  may  be  occasionally  con- 
founded with  the  disease  under  discussion,  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  history  of  alcoholism — peculiar  delusions  and  alcoholic  delirium, 
the  absence  of  headache  and  the  condition  of  the  skin,  are  all  evidences  of 
delirium  tremens,  which  are  not  to  be  mistaken. 

Pathology  and  Morbid  Anatomy — When  the  pia  mater  and 
arachnoid  become  the  seat  of  inflammation,  we  may  rouglily  group  the 
lesions  and  consequent  symptoms  into  two  classes,  one  indicative  of  basal 
trouble  and  the  other  of  vertical.  In  the  former,  cranial  nerve-trunks 
will  be  injured  or  diseased  ;  while  in  the  latter,  the  investing  membranes 
of  the  cerebrum  will  be  the  seat  of  morbid  action,  and  the  functions  of  the 
cortex  must  be  consequently  destroyed,  so  that  the  symptoms  will  be  more 
of  a  psychical  character  than  when  the  base  is  involved. 

The  recent  investigations  and  contributed  cases  of  Landouzy,*  of  which 
104  ai"e  presented  by  this  author,  demonstrate  the  connection  between  cer- 
tain symptoms  and  lesions  of  the  description  to  be  hereafter  mentioned,  in- 
volving those  portions  of  the  cortex  containing  the  centres  of  Hitzig*  and 
Fritsch.  These  prove  very  cleai'ly  that  violence  of  the  inflammatory  pro- 
cess in  certain  places  may  be  attended  by  certain  paralyses  or  contrac- 
tions of  limbs  which  are  innervated  from  these  centres.  A  case  which 
recently  came  under  my  observation  is  one  of  this  kind,  and  possesses 
great  pathological  interest. 

E.  B.,  aged  thirty-six,  born  in  Ireland,  by  occupation  a  blacksmith,  is 
a  stout,  well-made  man  of  nervous  temperament,  and  up  to  the  commence- 
ment of  his  present  trouble  had  enjoyed  uninterrupted  good  healtli.  He 
has  not  had  syphilis,  and  his  habits  have  been  good.  His  mother  and 
fatlier  are  dead,  the  former  having  died  of  old  a.ge  and  the  latter  of  phthi- 
sis.   There  is  no  family  history  of  insanity,  epilepsy,  paralysis,  nor  of  any 


'  Berliner  Klin.  Woch.  18G9,  p.  5G4. 
Contribution  ^  l'6tudc  des  Convulsions  et  Paralysis  li6cs  aux  Meuingo-cnceph- 
litis  fronto-parietales.    Paris,  187G. 
3  lloiehert  and  Du  Bois  Rcymond's  Archives,  1870,  Heft  3. 
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orc-anic  nervous  trouble  wliatcver.  Ten  years  ago,  while  working  iipon  a 
fire-escape,  he  tell  to  the  ground,  two  stories  below,  striking  upon  his  head 
and  shoulder.  He  was  taken  up  uneonscions,  and  remained  so  for  tour- 
teen  hours.  The  only  injuries  he  received  were  two  severe  scalii-wouiids, 
one  of  which  from  its  slowness  in  healing  must  have  been  attended  by 
some  bone  injury,  for  he  was  unable  to  resume  work  until  three  months 
later.  He  says  that  purulent  accumulations  took  place,  and  that  "  the 
doctor  lanced  "'them."  Two  cicatrices  are  now  visible,  one  of  which  is 
about  an  inch  and  a  half  long,  and  is  situated  on  the  left  side  of  the  head 
and  covers  a  depression  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter  and 
one-quarter  of  an  inch  in  depth,  the  centre  of  Avhich  is  about  one  and  one- 
half  inches  below  the  median  line,  five  inches  above  the  left  ear,  and  four 
and  three-quarters  inches  above  the  centre  of  the  left  supra-orbital  arch. 
This  is  the  only  depression  visible,  and  the  injury  on  the  right  side  was 
apparently  very  superficial. 

He  gives  no  history  of  serious  head  symptoms,  and  when  he  resumed 
work  was  in  good  condition,  there  being  no  paralysis.  About  three  months 
later  he  noticed  a  tremulousness  of  the  fingers  of  the  right  hand,  and 
afterwards  of  the  arm  of  the  same  side.  There  was  no  pain  nor  loss  of 
power,  but  simply  a  marked  tremor  whenever  he  attempted  to  do  any- 
thing. This  difliculty  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  he  Avas  obliged  to 
resign  his  position  as  first-class  workman,  and  become  a  helper,  using  his 
other  arm  to  work  the  bellows.  About  six  months  after  this  the  tremor 
affected  the  right  leg,  and  he  was  obliged  to  leave  his  work. 

Present  Condition  The  patient  does  not  complain  of  head  symptoms, 

except  a  slight  hypersesthesia  of  the  right  side  of  the  face,  of  short  dura- 
tion. Vision  normal ;  fundus  of  either  eye  presents  no  abnormal  appear- 
ances ;  pupils  respond  M'ell  to  light,  and  are  of  equal  size.  Hearing 
unaffected.  No  tremor  of  face  or  tongue,  speech  unembarrassed,  memory 
good,  and  no  intellectual  trouble  whatever.    He  has  never  had  headache. 

Up-per  Extremities  Left  side  unaffected.    The  right  hand  and  arm 

are  perfectly  quiet  during  inaction,  but  when  the  most  simple  voluntary 
act  is  attempted  they  become  agitated  by  a  fine  rhythmical  tremor,  which 
becomes  more  marked  as  the  accomplishment  of  the  act  requires  greater 
nicety  of  coordination.  When  he  is  asked  to  carry  a  glass  of  water  to  his 
mouth,  he  spasmodically  grasps  the  vessel  and  carries  it  upward,  the  elbow 
being  raised,  the  tremor  meanwhile  increasing  until  the  mouth  is  reached, 
wlien  the  movements  become  so  violent  that  he  is  unable  to  place  the  rim 
of  the  glass  between  his  lips.  Certain  motions  are  almost  entirely  unat- 
tended by  tremor.  He  can  extend  the  arm  and  hand,  or  can  hold  them 
rigidly  upright,  and  is  able  to  pronate  the  hand,  but  movements  of  flexion 
are  attended  by  increased  violence  of  the  tremor.  Tactile  sensation  is 
somewhat  impaired,  but  susceptibility  to  painful  impressions  is  not  dimin- 
ished. There  is  absolutely  no  loss  of  muscular  power,  no  atrophy  of  the 
hand  or  arm,  the  thenar  eminences  being  covered  by  firm  cushions,  and 
the  interosseous  spaces  being  well  filled. 

Lower  Extremities — The  left  leg,  like  tlie  arm,  is  in  no  way  affected. 
The  right  leg,  however,  is  agitated  by  muscular  tremor  when  he  attempts 
to  use  it,  or  approximates  it  with  its  fellow,  as  in  standing  erect.  There 
is  no  loss  of  muscular  power,  but  some  anaisthesia,  the  patient  being 
unable  at  any  place  to  distinguish  two  points  of  the  assthesiometer,  unless 
they  are  separated  at  least  eight  centimetres. 

When  he  stands  with  his  eyes  closed  he  is  "groggy,"  but  does  not  fall. 
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lie  can  stand  upon  the  right  foot  alone,  but  not  upon  the  left.  "When  lie 
walks,  tlie  right  heel  is  brouglit  down  first,  so  that  the  heel  of  the  shoe  is 
TOucli  Avorn.  lie  has  some  plantar  formication  and  coldness  of  the  loot. 
He  has  suffered  from  pains  of  a  pseudo-neuralgic  nature  in  tlie  right 
shoulder  and  right  thigh,  which  were  centrifugal,  as  well  jis  some  pains 
which  darted  from  the  heel  up  tlie  inner  side  of  the  leg.  The  pains  in  the 
upper  extremity  are  not  so  frequent  as  tiiey  were  a  year  ago.  There  has 
been  no  history  of  body-constricting  band,  pain  in  tlie  back,  or  vesical 
trouble  of  any  description,  but  for  the  past  five  years  he  has  been  consti- 
pated and  obliged  to  take  purgatives.    Tliere  are  no  contractions  Avhatever. 

The  peculiarities  of  this  case  seem  to  be  the  unilateral  tremor  (not  dis- 
orderly movements)  excited  by  voluntary  exertion,  its  predominance  in 
flexion,  while  certain  movements  of  extension  are  almost  unattended  by 
any  embarrassment,  the  absence  of  muscular  weakness,  contractions,  or 
atrophy,  and  the  evident  dependence  of  the  trouble  upon  a  localized  cere- 
bral injury  of  the  opposite  side,  which  probably  resulted  from  the  fall. 

I  am  unable  to  arrive  at  any  conclusion  which  would  lead  me  to  con- 
sider the  symptoms  due  to  cerebro-spinal  sclerosis,  or  one-sided  posterior 
spinal  sclerosis,  if  the  latter  anomalous  condition  could  exist.  The  utter 
absence  of  loss  of  power  and  permanent  contraction  of  the  affected  limbs, 
and  the  non-extension  of  the  affection  to  those  of  the  other  side  of  the 
body  within  ten  years,  are  sufficient  to  invalidate  such  a  diagnosis. 

Tlie  non-occurrence  of  convulsions  and  other  symptoms  of  cerebral 
tumor  renders  this  as  a  cause  of  the  tremor  quite  improbable. 

Of  course  the  assumption  that  this  patient's  symptoms  are  due  to  some 
irritative  meningeal  or  cortical  lesion  must  be  based  upon  purely  theoreti- 
cal grounds,  but  the  features  of  the  case  convince  me  that  such  a  condition 
of  affairs  is  by  no  means  improbable.  If  we  take  the  trouble  to  consult 
the  charts  of  Hitzig  and  Ferrier,  we  shall  find  that  they  have  assigned  a 
cortical  region  which  is  "situated  on  the  ascending  frontal,  just  behind 
the  upper  end  of  the  posterior  extremity  of  the  middle  frontal  convolu- 
tion," which  "is  the  centre  for  the  movements  of  the  hand  and  forearm 
in  which  the  biceps  is  particularly  engaged,  namely,  supination  of  the 
hand  and  flexion  of  the  forearm."'  Again,  if  we  considt  the  admirable 
article  of  Turner,^  we  shall  find  very  useful  hints  which  wiU  enable  us  to 
lay  out  the  exterior  of  the  cranium  into  regions  corresponding  with  the 
convolutions  beneath.  One  of  these  areas,  which  has  been  called  the 
upper  antero-parietal  space,  includes  the  ascending  parietal  and  ascending 
frontal  convolutions,  and  an  injury  at  the  point  I  have  located  in  describing 
this  case  would  be  just  over  the  centre,  which,  when  experimentally  irri- 
tated, produces  movements  of  flexion  and  supination. 

It  is  quite  reasonable  to  suppose  that  tliis  irritation  occurring  with  voli- 
tional movements  is  due  to  a  natural  increase  in  the  blood  pressure  during 
mental  activity,  a  consequent  increase  in  cerebral  volume,  and  a  resulting 
meningeal  contact  with  the  depressed  portion  of  bone,  which  probably 
does  not  impinge  upon  the  cranial  contents  at  ordinary  times. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  the  inflammation  begins  at  the  base  and  extends 
upwards.     The  temporal  lobe  may  often  be  its  starting-point,  while  in 


'  Functions  of  the  Brain,  page  307. 

2  Journal  of  Anatomy  and  Pliysiology,  vols,  xiii.,  xiv.,  November,  1873,  May, 
1874. 
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Other  varieties  the  meninges  covering  tlie  cerebellum  may  alone  be  in- 
volved. The  appearance  of  the  cranial  contents  cannot  be  mistaken,  the 
membranes  are  red,  hypera^mic  and  attached  to  each  other,  and  the  arach- 
noid cavity  contains  a  considerable  quantity  of  serum.  The  fluid  in  the 
ventricles  is  increased  and  may  contain  pus,  and  the  choroid  plexuses 
are  found  to  be  turgeseent  and  enlarged.  It  may  be  stated  upon  tlie  au- 
thority of  riugucnin'  that  in  some  cases  the  in tra-ventricular  fluid  is  puru- 
lent on  one  side,  while  it  may  be  simply  serous  on  the  other.  In  aggra- 
vated cases  the  quantity  of  pus  may  be  considerable,  and  if  the  meningitis 
be  of  the  basilar  form  the  pia  mater  of  the  base  will  exhibit  extensive 
purulent  infiltration.  The  ependyma  of  the  ventricles  may  be  thick- 
ened, and  contains  yellowish  deposits.  In  cases  due  to  traumatism,  or  ex- 
tension of  other  diseases,  there  may  be  found  evidences  of  caries  or  fracture. 
The  cortex  in  nearly  every  case  of  meningitis  of  the  convexity  is  found  to 
have  undergone  decided  softening,  and  when  the  meninges  are  removed, 
some  of  the  superficial  brain-substance  is  carried  with  them. 

Prognosis. — We  should  always  hesitate  in  expressing  our  ojjinion  as 
to  the  course  of  the  disease,  although  so  few  cases  get  well  that  it  is  almost 
safe  to  say  that  our  patient  cannot  recover.  If  the  patient  improves  after 
the  first  week,  we  may  consider  the  prognosis  much  more  hopeful,  but 
there  are  often  deceitful  lulls  which  may  mislead  the  medical  attendant. 
If  active  treatment  produces  beneficial  results,  his  chances  are  better,  while 
any  evidence  of  ocular  trouble,  and  consequently  basal  involvement,  lessens 
the  patient's  chances  materially.  Should  the  disease  result  from  extension 
of  inflammation  of  the  temporal  bone,  the  prognosis  is  also  grave.  Death 
may  occur  in  four  or  five  days,  or  even  in  a  shorter  time,  but  the  duration 
of  the  disease  may  extend  to  the  tenth  day. 

Treatment — Two  indications  are  to  be  met  promptly  :  one  the  ab- 
straction of  blood  ;  the  other,  cold  to  the  head.  When  the  delirium  is 
furious,  temporal  vessels  swollen,  and  the  pulse  hard  and  bounding,  ab- 
straction of  blood  from  the  arm  is  to  be  immediately  resorted  to.  A  sug- 
gestion made  by  Holland  many  years  ago  is  one  of  value,  notwithstanding 
the  fact,  that  it  has  been  almost  forgotten  and  generally  disregarded.  I 
allude  to  the  application  of  leeches  to  the  htemorrhoidal  veins;  to  use  his 
words  :  "  I  know  of  no  mode  in  which  a  given  quantity  of  blood  can  be 
removed  with  equal  effect  in  cases  where  it  is  required."'  Cold,  to  the 
scalp  either  by  ice-bags,  or  by  a  bladder  filled  with  pounded  ice,  or  an 
arrangement  of  rubber  tubes,  should  be  employed,  and  will  be  found  to 
very  speedily  relieve  the  pain.  Accepting  a  hint  from  Dr.  Chamberlain, 
of  this  city,  I  have  had  constructed  and  successfully  used  an  apparatus  such 
as  I  wdl  describe.  It  consists  of  a  long  piece  of  rubber  tubing  wound  upon 
itself  and  securely  held  in  its  spiral  form  by  tape,  forming  a  skullcap.  The 
upper  end  is  connected  with  an  ice-cooler  or  a  cold  water  tap,  should  there 
be  one  in  the  apartment ;  and  the  other  is  fitted  with  a  stopcock  so  tliat 


'  Ziem-ssen's  Encyclopa3dia,  vol.  xii.,  transliition. 

"  Quoted  by  Solly.    The  Human  Brain,  etc.,  page  353. 


50 


DISEASES  OF  THE  CEREBRAL  MENINGES. 


tlic  (liscliarge  of  water  may  be  regulated.  By  this  means  the  jiatient's 
lieacT  can  be  kept  cool  and  his  bed  dry  and  (•()infbrtal)i(!,  an  imi)ossible 
state  of  affairs  wlien  the  douclie  is  used.  Iodide  of  potassium  in  large 
doses  has  been  given  with  excellent  effect,  and  its  efficacy  in  this  disease 
has  been  praised  by  Flint,  Alonzo  Clark,  and  others.  Aconite,  ergot,  and 
the  bromides  are  all  efficient  remedies  in  depressing  the  pulse  and  quelling 
the  delirium;  and  elaterium  (F.  22),  saline  cathartics,  or  the  old  combina- 
tion of  salts  and  senna  (F.  41)  may  be  of  service.  Blisters  applied  behind 
the  oars  and  to  the  neck  are  excellent  adjuvants.  Should  the  patient's 
strength  be  reduced,  as  is  the  case  in  the  later  stages,  the  free  use  of 
stimulants,  nourishing  food,  such  as  milk,  egg-nog,  beef-broths,  and  nutri- 
tious but  digestible  food,  are  of  great  importance.  In  the  other  forms 
presently  to  be  alluded  to,  we  should  be  governed  by  the  existence  of  rheu- 
matism, or  the  advanced  age  of  the  patient,  and  for  the  former  prescribe 
alkalies,  colchicum,  and  other  remedies  of  the  same  nature,  and  for  the  latter 
a  generous  diet  and  a  liberal  use  of  stimulants.    (F.  17,  F.  45.) 


RHEUMATIC  MENINGITIS. 

A  form  of  inflammation  of  the  meninges  may  be  connected  with,  or 
occur  during  the  course  of  acute  articular  rheumatism,  or  again  it  may  be 
found  without  any  coexisting  joint  trouble. 

Trousseau^  has  described  three  forms  of  cerebral  rheumatism.  One  of 
these  he  calls  apoplectic,  and  it  is  symptomatized  by  coma  without  paraly- 
sis ;  a  second  form,  first  described  by  Gosset,  is  that  in  which  delirium 
is  followed  by  coma  ;  and  there  is  a  third  in  which  delirium  makes 
its  appearance  in  the  course  of  inflammatory  rheumatism.  Its  co- 
existence with  joint-trouble  is  by  no  means  the  rule,  though  the  majority 
of  cases  reported  have  been  of  this  character.  Posnei-^  reports  a  case  in 
which  the  inflammation  left  the  joints  and  attacked  the  meninges.  Pain 
in  the  head,  delirium,  and  slow  jjulse  were  the  prominent  features  of  the 
patient's  illness,  and  recovery  took  place  in  about  two  weeks.  The 
symptoms  of  an  attack  of  metastatic  rheumatic  meningitis  are  these : 
Either  during  an  attack  of  acute  rheumatism,  or  afterwards,  the  patient 
may  become  dull  and  stupid,  and  delii'ium  makes  its  appearance.  This 
delirium  is  of  a  violent  character,  and  during  its  existence  the  patient 
may  have  delusions  and  hallucinations  of  sight  and  hearing.  In  a  case 
reported  by  Meznet'  the  delusions  of  persecution  Avere  a  prominent  fea- 
ture, but  there  is  no  regularity  in  their  mode  of  expression.  There  is 
usually  but  a  slight  rise  of  temperature,  though  it  may  sometimes  attain 
an  elevation  of  106°,  or  thereabouts,  and  the  pulse  at  the  same  time  be- 
comes very  rapid  and  full.  Headache  of  a  severe  variety,  such  as  I  have 
described  when  s{)eaking  of  the  other  forms  of  acute  meningitis,  may  be 


'  Rlicumatismus  Cerebralis,  Schmidt's  Jahrcsbericlit,  vol.  113,  p.  25. 

Encephalopatliia  Rheumatica,  Ibid.,  vol.  104,  p.  1G7. 
^  Archives  G6nerales,  Juno,  18.56. 
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present  throughout  the  illness,  and,  after  several  days,  choreaform  move- 
ments may  occur,  and  with  their  advent  the  delirium,  which  was  before 
inconstant,  now  becomes  continuous.  These  choreaform  movements  are 
such  as  a  nervous  embarrassed  person  would  make  in  health  when  sud- 
denly disconcerted.  There  is  an  uneasy  opening  and  closing  of  the  fingers, 
and  the  arm  is  jerked  backwards  and  forwards.  The  patient  now  linds 
considerable  difficulty  in  swallowing,  portions  of  food  remaining  in  the 
mouth  for  some  time.  Great  prostration  and  collapse  may  supervene,  and 
the  patient  dies  in  a  comatose  state,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  there  may  be 
slow  recovery,  the  mental  symptoms  being  the  last  to  subside. 

Vomiting  and  early  headache,  which  are  so  characteristic  of  the  other 
forms  of  meningitis,  are  absent.  Recovery  is  rare,  and  of  thirty-nine 
cases  reported  by  Vigla,^  thirty  terminated  fatally.  Should  the  patient 
survive,  he  is  very  apt  to  become  insane,  the  variety  of  such  mental 
trouble  being  chronic  mania.  Huguenin^  considers  that  the  connection  of 
meningitis  with  rheumatism  is  threefold  : — 

"  a.  Endocarditis  is  the  connecting  link,  so  that  the  combination  is 
rheumatism,  ulcerative  endocarditis,  meningitis. 

"  h.  Purulent  inflammations  of  the  serous  membranes  form  the  connect- 
ing link,  endocarditis  being  present  or  not,  as  may  be.  In  this  case  puru- 
lent meningitis  is  secondary  to  purulent  inflammation  of  the  serous  mem- 
branes ;  this'  is  very  rare,  and  the  exact  connection  is  unknown.  (An 
observation  of  our  own,  in  which  the  coincidence  was  striking,  but  the 
manner  of  transmission  obscure.) 

"  c.  Meningitis  complicates  rheumatism  without  there  being  any  puru- 
lent deposits  in  the  body,  or  any  affection  of  heart ;  the  connection  here  is 
also  obscure." 

Da  Costa'  is  inclined  to  refer  the  brain  symptoms  in  cerebral  rheuma- 
tism to  two  agencies,  the  flrst  of  which  is  a  circulation  of  vitiated  blood, 
and  the  second  is  the  disturbance  of  cerebral  circulation  dependent  upon 
the  plugging  of  small  arteries  by  fine  embola,  and  consequently  considers 
cerebral  rheumatism  to  be  a  disease  which  is  not  essentially  an  inflamma- 
tion of  the  cerebral  meninges. 

A  case  of  rheumatic  meningitis  which  recovered  under  the  use  of  cold 
baths — and  was  treated  by  M.  F^r^ol,*  of  Paris — is  the  following : — 

The  patient  was  thirty-four  years  old,  of  quiet  and  temperate  habits, 
who  was  suffering  from  acute  articular  rheumatism.  He  was  treated  at 
first  with  emetics,  sidphate  of  quinine,  and  colcliicum,  but  in  five  days  he 
was  seized  with  delirium,  agitation,  and  dyspnoea,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  pains  in  tlie  joints  disappeared.  The  temperature  of  the  body  rose  to 
forty  degrees  (Centigrade),  and  leeches,  calomel,  and  bromide  of  potas- 
sium were  given  without  success.  The  temperature  rose  further  to  forty- 
one  degrees,  and  blisters  were  placed  on  the  scalp,  and  digitalis  was 


'  Actcs  de  la  See.  Med.  des  HOpitaux  de  Paris,  1865,  3me  fas. 
"  Op.  cit.,  p.  624. 

^  American  Journal  Med.  Sciencos,  Jan.  187r). 

*  Bull.  Gen.  de  Th6rap.,  Mar.  30,  1875.    Med.  News,  1875. 
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given.  Tliere  was  then  a  little  more  rest,  but  the  aspect  was  typhous, 
Avith  stupor  and  continuous  sub-delirium  ;  sleeplessness,  agitation  of  the 
muscles,  subsultus  tendinum,  dry  tongue,  etc.  After  some  consultation 
with  other  physicians  it  was  determined  to  try  the  elfects  of  cold  baths  as 
the  only  remaining  resource.  Tliis  plan  was  pursued  for  a  whole  week, 
the  patient  remaining  under  close  observation  tlie  wliole  of  the  time,  and 
the  thermometer  being  almost  fixed  under  the  axilla.  As  soon  as  the 
temperature  rose  to  39.;")°  the  patient  was  plunged  into  a  cold  bath.  From 
the  25th  of  February  to  the  3d  of  March  sixteen  baths  were  administered 
at  a  temperature  varying  from  twenty-one  to  twenty-five  degrees  (Centi- 
grade), and  tiie  duration  of  each  bath  was  twenty  minutes  on  the  average. 
The  patient  always  raised  the  temperature  of  the  water  from  one  to  two 
degrees,  and,  on  leaving  the  bath,  his  own  temperature  fell  to  thirty-six 
degrees.  After  several  fluctuations  and  much  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the 
medical  attendants,  the  patient  eventually  recovered  completely. 

MENINGITIS  OF  THE  AGED. 

According  to  Prus,'  meningitis  of  the  aged  rarely  presents  the  same 
symptoms  as  do  the  forms  of  early  or  middle  life.  In  the  morning  the 
old  man  or  woman  is  stupid,  but  conscious  ;  speech  is  thick,  and  there  is 
general  headache  and  moderate  fever.  The  Avarmth  of  the  body  is  nearly 
normal,  except  at  the  head,  where  it  is  markedly  increased.  Jn  the  even- 
ing it  is  elevated. 

The  eyes  are  injected,  and  there  is  low  delirium.  Incoherency  and 
restlessness,  during  the  night,  and  an  uneasiness  which  is  expressed  by 
walking  about  the  house  and  going  from  one  bed  to  the  other,  are  mani- 
festations which  ai'e  characteristic.'^  If  the  disease  is  to  end  fatally,  the 
patient  becomes  comatose,  and  dies  within  a  week,  or  twenty  days  at  the 
longest,  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease.  These  patients  very 
often  suffer  for  some  time  before  the  actual  attack,  when  there  may  be 
partial  paralysis,  slight  wandering  of  the  mind,  and  insomnia.  The  gene- 
ral indications  for  treatment  of  the  other  forms  are  applicable  in  these 
cases. 

ACUTE  GRANULAR  (TUBERCULAR)  MENINGITIS. 

Dr.  Robert  "Wliytt'was  the  first  to  describe  this  disease,  and  so  satisfac- 
torily did  he  do  so,  that  even  after  a  hundred  years  there  is  very  little  to 
add  to  his  accurate  description.  We  shall  have  to  study  the  disease  as 
occurring  in  two  different  ways.  It  may  be  primary,  and  have  a  doubt- 
ful tubercular  character,  or  may  occur  in  connection  Avith  some  thoracic 

'  Quoted  by  GrisoUe,  vol.  i.  p.  430. 

'  Ramskill  speaks  of  the  eccentric  behavior  of  these  patients,  who  niaj-  use  the 
spittoon  instead  of  the  chamber  pot,  or  commit  other  violations  of  decency.  In 
one  case  which  came  to  my  knowledge,  the  patient  urinated  against  the  bed-post, 
and  went  about  the  house  Avitli  his  trowsers  unbuttoned. 

3  Works  of  Dr.  Whytt,  Edinburgh,  1768. 
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or  abdominal  disease,  and  like  the  other  forms  of  meningitis,  may  be  con- 
fined to  the  base  or  convexity. 

Symptoms.  Tliongli  many  of  the  symptoms  are  the  same,  tliere  are 

a  few  general  points  of  ditlerence,  which  are  the  following  : — 

Predominant  Symptoms. 

BASAL.  VEUTICAL. 

Vomiting,  constipation,  infrequent  or  Convulsions  with  intervals  occupied 
irregular  i^ulse,  unequal  pupils,  stra-  by  tremor,  twitching  of  limbs  and  mus- 
bisnuis.  cles  of  face,  turning  of  thumbs  in  on 

palms,  clenching  of  fists,  frequent  pulse. 

Wl\en  the  base  is  involved,  the  symptoms  may  be  grouped  in  tliree 
stages,  which  run  their  course  in  from  four  to  twenty-one  days.  The 
cliild  may  be  puny  and  delicate.  He  may  lose  flesh  and  complain  of 
headache.  His  skin  may  be  white  and  waxy,  and  there  may  be  a  ten- 
dency to  flushed  cheeks,  loss  of  appetite,  and  capriciousness  about  food, 
and  at  night  he  does  not  sleep  soundly,  but  starts  and  cries  out.  I  have 
known  children  to  seek  the  companionship  of  some  other  member  of  the 
family,  fearing  to  be  left  alone.  The  child  may  moan  in  its  sleep,  grind- 
ing his  teeth  and  lying  with  eyes  widely  opened.  During  the  day  he  is 
disinclined  to  play,  and  seeks  some  quiet  place  in  which  to  fall  asleep  or 
remain  by  himself.  Study  is  irksome,  and  so  are  all  other  forms  of  men- 
tal application.  Irritable  or  languid,  he  attracts  the  attention  of  the 
mother  by  his  behavior,  which  is  so  markedly  changed.  During  this, 
period  I  have  found  that  headaches  and  crying-spells  are  not  uncommon 
precursors  of  the  next  stage,  which  may  begin  after  two  or  three  months. 

Stage  of  Development — Marshall  Hall,'  in  his  description  of  the 
hydrocephaloid  diseases,  alludes  to  the  importance  of  vomiting  as  an  early 
symptom.  "  The  most  frequent  and  formidable  in  appearance  .  .  . 
is  vomiting.  Never,  never  allow  vomiting  in  an  infant  to  pass  without 
paying  the  utmost  attention,  and  making  the  strictest  inquiry  in  refer- 
ence to  the  functions  of  the  brain."  Vomiting  is  generally  the  fii-st  and 
most  important  symptom,  and  convulsions  are  next  in  importance,  but 
these  two  may  be  associated  or  appear  alone.  Vomiting  may  be  frequent, 
and  is  nearly  always  accompanied  by  an  aggravation  of  the  symptoms 
of  the  premonitory  stage.  Headaclie  and  increased  temperature  are  pre- 
sent, and  are  very  decided  evidences  of  the  gradual  development  of  the 
trouble.  When  Ave  arrive  at  this  stage,  whicli  lasts  two  or  three  days, 
we  may  expect  the  appearance  of  the  following  symptoms:  A  marked 
rise  of  temperature,  say  from  101°  to  105°  F.,  with  greatly  increased 
pulse.  The  bowels  are  still  constipated,  and  there  is  but  little  appetite. 
The  patient  is  delirious  at  night,  and  shrieks,  cries,  and  tosses  continu- 
ally. At  about  the  sixth  or  seventh  day,  there  are  various  local  troubles, 
such  as  unequally  dilated  i)upils,  slight  strabismus,  but  no  actual  loss  of 
consciousness  as  yet.    There  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  evening  tempe- 

'  Lecture  on  the  Nervous  System  and  its  Diseases,  L.  and  E.  Philadelphia, 
1836,  p.  92. 
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raturc,  and  tire  pulse  is  irregular  and  ranges  from  110  to  120.    The  tenth 
day  finds  him  much  worse;  his  excited  condition  being  supplanted  by  one 
of  stu|)idity.    lie  does  not  recognize  those  in  the  room,  and  is  utterly 
indifferent  to  the  kind  attentions  of  his  mother  or  nurse.    When  the 
finger  is  drawn  across  the  skin  it  leaves  a  vivid  red  mark,  which  lias  been 
considered  one  of  the  strong  pathognomonic  signs.    The  pulse  is  greatly 
accelerated,  and  perhaps  reaches  170,  while  the  temperature  may  be  found 
to  be  104°  or  105°.    His  condition  during  the  tenth  and  eleventh  days 
is  very  little  changed,  though  the  apathy  is  if  anything  exaggerated.  The 
belly  is  retracted,  and  his  facies  is  highly  characteristic,  the  patient  having 
a  worn  and  pinched  look.    The  skin  is  dark  and  congested,  and  his  eyes 
may  be  fixed  and  immobile,  and  there  may  be  either  strabismus  or  a 
rolling  upwards  of  both  eyeballs,  so  that  a  large  part  of  the  sclerotic  is 
exposed.     Subsultus  tendinum  and  "  picking  at  the  bedclothes,"  with 
involuntary  passage  of  feces  and  urine,  are  grave  forerunners  of  a  fatal  ter- 
mination.   The  pupils  are  dilated,  the  pulse  small,  thready,  and  quick, 
and  respiration  is  very  slow.    The  temperature  is  still  high,  though  the 
surface  may  be  cold  and  clammy,  and  just  before  death  the  pulse  quickens 
and  becomes  almost  imperceptible.    Slight  rigidity  now  becomes  apparent, 
the  patient  cannot  swallow,  stertor  follows,  and  then  death.  Marshall 
HalP  tei-sely  describes  this  last  stage  as  follows  :  "  The  third  stage  is 
denoted  by  coma  and  its  concomitant  diminution  of  the  sentient  and  volun- 
tary system,  and  eventually  of  the  powers  of  the  excito-motory  system. 
There  are  blindness,  deafness,  deep  stupor,  absence  of  voluntary  motion. 
At  first  the  eyelids  are  constantly  half  closed,  but  still  close  completely  on 
touching  the  eyelash.    Afterwards  this  excito-motory  phenomenon  ceases. 
The  respiration  becomes  irregular,  alternately  suspended  and  sighing,  and 
at  length  stertorous.    The  sphincters  lose  their  power,  and  the  feces  and 
urine  are  passed  unconsciously."    The  appearance  of  the  little  patient 
just  before  death,  is  unmistakable.    He  lies  with  knit  brow  and  flushed 
face,  one  side  of  which  is  drawn,  while  the  eyes  are  fixed  and  glassy,  and 
utterly  devoid  of  expression. 

The  duration  of  the  disease  rarely  exceeds  twenty-four  daj^s.  It  will 
be  well  to  dwell  more  fully  upon  certain  symptoms.  Temperature — There 
seems  to  be  at  first  an  elevation  of  temperature,  which  lasts  through  the 
first  few  days,  say  three  or  four,  and  after  this  time  the  temperature  falls, 
until  the  sixteenth  or  eighteenth  day,  when  it  may  either  go  much  lower, 
or  be  again  increased.  The  variations  are  between  the  normal  standard 
98.2°,  and  105°.  It  however  rarely  reaches  this  high  point.  The  sur- 
face temperature  of  the  body  is  much  diminished  during  the  latter  stages, 
but  the  head  is  always  hot.  Pulse — Infrequent  and  irregular  pulse  is 
characteristic  of  the  earlier  stages  of  this  disease,  and  during  the  last  days 
there  is  increased  frequency  and  more  evenness.  During  the  first  two 
weeks  this  infrequency  is  to  be  observed,  but  after  this  it  may  steadily 
increase  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  beats  more  each  day  until  at  last  it  cannot 


'  Op.  cit.,  p.  93 
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be  counted.  This  rule  is  not  witliout  its  exception,  and  I  have  found 
intervals  when  botli  temperature  and  pulse  would  fall  to  the  normal  stand- 
ard, and  continue  so  for  some  days,  and  afterwards  rise.    The  pulse  is 

Illustrative  Chart  of  Temperature. 


Pulse  and  llospu-ntiou  Variations  in  Acute  Granular  Meningitis. 
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A.  Indicates  sthenic  character. 

B.  Indicates  irregularity. 


perhaps  more  rapid  when  the  disease  is  being  developed.  I  append  a 
chart,  which  will  enable  tlie  reader  to  see  at  a  glance  the  condition  of 
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pulse,  temperature,  and  respiration  in  a  typical  case.  Various  modifica- 
tions of  the  cutaneous  circulation  liave  been  dwelt  ui)on  by  Trousseau  and 
various  writers.  There  seems  to  be  an  extensive  disturljance  of  tlie  vaso- 
motor distribution  of  tlie  skin,  and  when  the  surface  is  bruslied  or  rubbed 
ever  so  lightly,  or  even  when  sliglit  pressure  has  been  made  by  the  pillow, 
there  will  renuiin  a  briglit  red  mark.  Tiiis  condition  of  tiie  cutaneous  cir- 
culation is  not  limited  to  the  integument  of  tlie  head,  but  may  be  present, 
especially  towards  the  end  of  the  disease,  over  the  whole  body.  Trous- 
seau' has  called  attention  to  the  "  tache-cerebrale,"  which  is  the  name 
given  to  the  appearance  presented  when  the  finger  is  passed  over  the  sur- 
face, and  a  red  line  remains. 

This  author  finds  that  when  he  made  cross-markings  upon  the  abdomen, 
in  less  than  half  a  minute  the  portion  of  skin  which  he  had  touched  was 
suffused  with  a  very  bright  red  tint,  which  disappeared  slowly,  the  lines  made 
by  the  finger-nails  remaining  after  the  others  had  faded  out.  The  regions 
where  this  redness  is  produced  most  easily  are  the  anterior  parts  of  the 
thighs,  the  abdomen,  and  face.  Respiration — There  are  the  usual  fall  and 
irregularity  which  accompany  collapse  of  all  kinds  ;  and  sigliing  and 
diminished  respiration  are  features  of  the  later  stages.  Sensorial  Dis- 
turbances Headache  of  a  deep  and  throbbing  character  is  very  severe 

and  continuous,  lasting  until  coma  supervenes.  Various  indications  of  the 
patient's  sufferings  are  conveyed  by  his  behavior.  He  presses  his  thumbs 
against  his  temples,  or  locking  his  finger  on  top  of  his  head,  holds  his  head 
in  his  hands,  and  gives  vent  to  suppressed  groans  or  shrieks,  holding  his 
breath  sometimes  as  if  fearing  that  the  very  effort  of  expiration  might 
increase  the  pain.  The  cry  of  the  patient  is  heart-rending,  but  I  am  not 
disposed  to  agree  with  Trousseau  that  it  has  any  decided  periodicity, 
though  there  may  be  intervals  of  silence.  Hyperassthesia  of  the  scalp, 
photophobia,  and  tenderness  of  the  muscles  at  diiferent  parts  of  the  body 
are  usual  accompaniments.  Bertalot^  of  Pfeddersheim,  in  an  analysis  of 
24  cases,  has  found  photophobia  to  be  more  commonly  a  symptom  of  the 
later  stages,  in  which  conclusion  I  am  inclined  to  concur.  The  psychical 
symptoms  are  present  in  every  case,  though  delirium  is  not  so  common 
among  very  young  children,  and  when  it  does  occur  is  followed  by  a  state  of 
semi-consciousness,  and  finally  by  coma.  The  patients  will  not  speak, 
rebel  against  food  and  interference  of  any  kind,  and  after  a  time  it  is 
very  difficult  to  arouse  them.  One  very  interesting  fact  is  that  the 
coma  is  never  sudden,  but  is  preceded  in  every  instance  by  either  somno- 
lence or  delirium  of  the  muttering  variety.  The  coma  sometimes  becomes 
less  profound  in  character,  and  there  may  be  a  lucid  inter\'al  before  death. 
Motorial  Disturbances — The  eyes  are  nearly  always  affected;  and  the 
ocular  trouble  is  either  strabismus,  ptosis,  or  a  pupillary  change.  The 
former  is  an  early  symptom,  and  is  probably  the  first  indication  of  para- 
lysis of  any  kind,  and  is  seen  most  perfectly  when  a  patient  is  awakened 


'  Lectures  upon  Clinical  Medicine,  Am.  edition,  vol.  1.  p.  877. 
2  Jalirbuch  flir  Kinderheilkundc,  B.  9,  H.  3. 


ACUTE  GBANULAR  MENINGITIS. 


51 


or  aroused.  The  pupils  are  sometimes  unequally  dilated,  but  when  the 
coma  supervenes  dilatation  is  complete;  pupillary  changes  are,  however, 
by  no  means  constant. 

Unilateral  paralysis  is  not  rare  ;  some  of  the  facial  muscles  being  alone 
affected,  or  there  may  be  extensive  hemiplegia,  which  is  an  advanced 
symptom.  Spastic  contractions  are  evidences  of  a  condition  of  central 
irritability;  and  rigid  flexion  of  the  muscles  of  the  thumb,  or  muscles  of 
the  sub-occipital  region,  are  examples  of  this  kind.  The  patient  com- 
monly lies  with  his  thumbs  drawn  into  the  palm  of  the  hand  and  covered 
by  the  fingers,  and  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  open  the  hands. 

I  have  alluded  to  convulsions,  and  in  addition  may  say,  that  they  are 
more  prominent  in  the  first  four  days,  and  vary  in  severity  if  the  coma  be 
either  very  deep  or  there  is  a  condition  of  semi-consciousness.  In  the 
latter  case  they  may  involve  isolated  groups  of  muscles. 

Ophthalmoscopic  Signs  Bouchet,^  Galezowski,^  and  numerous  ob- 
servers have  called  attention  to  the  value  of  the  ophthalmoscope  as  an 
instrument  for  diagnosis  in  tubercular  meningitis.  The  latter  has  found 
two  forms  of  neuritis  as  evidences  of  this  disorder  ;  one  a  peri-neuritis, 
<ind  the  other  an  inflammation  of  the  optic  nerve  itself.  Whiteness  about 
the  papilla,  deposits  of  granular  matter  in  the  choroid,  and  tortuosity  of 
the  retinal  vessels,  are  appearances  which  have  been  described  by  others. 
FrankeP  and  Steffen  found  tubercle  in  the  choroid  some  weeks  before  the 
invasion  of  the  disease ;  and  Broadbent,*  in  examining  the  fundus,  dis- 
covered that  the  optic  disks  were  dusky  red,  and  mottled  by  white  spots ; 
and  the  retinal  veins  were  enlarged,  while  the  arteries  Avere  very  small. 
Tubercular  meningitis  of  the  convexity  presents  no  ophthalmoscopic  signs. 


ACUTE  GRANULAR  MENINGITIS  OF  THE  CONVEXITY. 

In  the  table  I  presented  when  speaking  of  the  basal  division  of  this  dis- 
ease, I  mentioned  the  prominent  symptoms  of  this  variety.  When  I  add 
that  delirium  and  other  decided  psychical  symptoms  are  highly  charac- 
teristic of  inflammation  of  the  vertical  region,  I  have  described  the  diflTer- 
ence  between  the  two  forms.  This  variety  runs  its  course  in  a  much 
shorter  time,  death  generally  resulting  in  from  a  week  to  ten  days. 

When  the  malady  (either  basal  or  vertical)  occurs  in  conjunction  with 
certain  tubercular  affections  of  the  lungs  or  peritoneum,  tiiere  are  local 
symptoms  which  precede  those  of  the  meningeal  disorder,  but  the  invasion 
of  the  disease  is  often  very  sudden.  Constipation,  followed  by  a  typhoid 
state  and  drowsiness,  are  the  precursors  of  meningitis  when  antecedent 


'  Du  Diagnostic  des  Maladies  du  Systfeme  nervcux  par  I'Oplithabnoscone. 
Pans,  186G.  ' 
^  Arch.  G6n.,  1867,  vol.  ii.  p.  202. 
'  Virchow's  Jahresbericht,  1869,  p.  621. 
*  Trans,  of  London  Pathological  Society,  vol.  xxiii.  p.  21G. 
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lung  disease  1ms  existed.  Not  only  may  cliiklren  be  subject  to  this  dis- 
ease, but  adults  are  as  well  ;  and  we  sometimes  find  it  as  a  sequence  of 
various  zymotic  diseases,  typlius  or  typlioid,  remittent  and  other  fevers,  as 
well  as  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  A  marked  elevation  of  tlie  evening  tem- 
perature, incomplete  hemiplegia,  vomiting,  or  convulsions,  are  the  promi- 
nent features  of  sucli  a  termination.  Strabismus,  unecpial  mydriasis,  higli 
pulse,  and  temperature,  witli  some  of  tlie  otlier  symjjtoms  whicii  cliarac- 
terized  the  disease  in  the  cliild,  that  have  already  been  described,  are 
generally  present. 

It  is  sometimes  so  insidious  in  its  approach  and  development  as  to  puz- 
zle the  observer.  The  plithisical  patient  may  become  listless,  drowsy,  or 
complain  of  headache.  He  often  Meanders  and  gives  way  to  a  mild  form 
of  delirium,  which  appears  during  the  latter  part  of  the  day.  This  com- 
jjlication  may  occur  during  the  early  stages  of  tlie  pulmonary  affection. 

Causes — The  question  of  diathesis  naturally  arises  before  any  other, 
and  we  are  immediately  puzzled,  for  on  one  side  we  find  that  Rokitansky, 
Robin,  Empis,  Clark,  and  others  consider  the  disease  not  to  be  directly 
connected  with  the  tuberculous  diathesis,  and  they  go  so  far  as  to  question 
the  identity  of  the  granular  deposit  in  the  brain  with  tubercle;  while 
arrayed  against  them  are  Rilliet,  Barthez,  Grisolle,  and  a  host  of  others 
who  are  equally  positive  that  it  is  in  every  case  an  expression  of  tubercu- 
losis. Leaving  the  discussion,  which  is  by  no  means  settled,  as  the  nature 
of  the  deposit  needs  much  more  investigation  than  it  has  received,  we  may 
assume  that  the  affection  is  usually  associated  with  a  "scrofulous"  caclie- 
xia ;  that  it  appears  among  children  who  are  badly  nourished,  and  in  whom 
the  nervous  diathesis  is  well  developed.  That  exposure,  insufficient  food, 
and  various  exciting  causes,  such  as  dentition  and  over-study,  produce  it, 
no  one  will,  I  think,  deny.  In  some  instances — and  these  are  by  no 
means  few — it  is  impossible  to  find  any  hereditary  tuberculous  history. 
As  to  age,  we  may  consider  that  the  so-called  primary  tubercular  menin- 
gitis rarely  occurs  after  the  fourteenth  year,  and  it  is  probable  that  a  great 
many  of  such  cases  are  unattended  by  tubercle,  but  by  a  granular  deposit 
of  simple  character ;  and  primary  tubercular  meningitis  in  after  life  is,  I 
think,  a  genuine  tubercular  disease. 

"Watson^  makes  the  statement  that  fifty  children  are  attacked  wathin 
the  first  five  months  of  life  to  every  one  after  that  time.  I  have  found 
it  to  be  moi-e  common  after  the  first  year,  between  the  first  dentition  and 
the  fifth  year,  though  general  practitioners  who  see  more  of  these  cases 
undoubtedly  find  them  before  that  time.  In  large  cities  the  mortality 
is  undoubtedly  greatest  in  the  summer  montlis,  when  diarrhoeal  as  well 
as  other  diseases  and  high  temperature  are  conducive  to  its  development. 
In  the  year  1871,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  84  deaths  from  "tubercular 
meningitis"  (the  reported  exciting  cause  being  "teething")  are  recorded 
in  the  Health  Board  Reports,  and  the  greatest  number  were  found  be- 
tween the  sixth  and  fourteenth  years,  a  fact  which  seems  to  be  irre- 


'  Practice  of  Physic,  p.  270. 
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concilable  with  the  statement  thnt  it  is  generally  connected  witli  the  first 
dentition.^ 

Tlie  table  presented  below  demonstrates  that  males  are  much  more 
frequently  affected  than  females,  and  of  169  deaths  91  were  of  males  and 
78  of  females.  Bertalot,  already  referred  to,  found  that  of  his  24  cases 
fourteen  were  boys  and  ten  were  girls.  Two  cases  occurred  in  the  first 
year  of  life,  seven  in  the  second,  five  in  the  third,  three  in  the  fourth, 
three  in  the  twelfth,  and  one  each  in  the  fifth,  ninth,  tenth,  and  fourteenth 
years.  The  youngest  patient  was  ten  weeks  old.  Twenty-two  out  of  the 
twenty-four  were  attacked  between  November  and  the  end  of  June.  The 
children  were  all  more  or  less  delicate,  they  had  frequently  grown  up 
under  bad  hygienic  conditions,  and  were  generally  scrofulous  or  scrofulo- 
rachitic.  In  twelve  there  was  a  distinct  hereditary  predisposition  to 
tuberculosis ;  two  cases  supervened  upon  chronic  coxitis ;  one  upon  trau- 
matic erysipelas;  two  upon  pertussis;  one  upon  measles;  and  one  upon 
the  first  signs  of  dentition. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology — From  the  immense  mass  ot 
confused  testimony  before  us  (for  the  disease  has  been  described  by  nearly 
every  writer,  from  the  time  of  Hippocrates),  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
say  whether  the  post-mortem  appearances  are  always  those  of  a  tuberculous 
character,  or  whether  the  granular  substance  is  non-tuberculous,  or  again 
whether  in  some  cases  there  is  tuberculous  deposit  and  in  others  simple 
granular  collections.  Paisley,  who,  Watson  says,  was  the  first  to  clearly 
describe  the  affection  without  saying  much  about  its  tuberculous  nature, 
has  given  us  a  very  admirable  collection  of  facts  bearing  upon  its  morbid 
anatomy. 

Gerhard,^  one  of  the  early  medical  writers  of  this  country,  says :  "  It 
was  not  known,  previously  to  the  researches  of  Dr.  Rufz  and  myself,  that 
the  tuberculous  character  of  the  disease  was  anything  but  a  mere  compli- 
cation." Giiersent,  Dance,  Hennis,  Greene,  and  others  shared  in  Ger- 
hard's opinion,  that  tubercular  meningitis  was  a  "  strumous"  disease. 

Rufz^  collected  40  cases,  and  in  every  instance  there  was  complicating 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


'  An  inspection  of  the  table  prepared  by  Dr.  C.  P.  Russell,  in  the  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Health  of  the  City  of  New  York  for  1870,  will  enable  the  reader  to 
perceive  the  preponderance  of  mortality  before  the  second  year  of  life. 
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Also  five  males  of  .30,  one  of  50,  and  one  of  .5.5 ;  this  cause  of  death  was  .62 
per  cent,  of  the  combined  cause. 

^  Duufrlison's  Prac.  of  Med.,  vol.  ii.  p.  243. 
^  Quoted  by  Marshall  Hall,  p.  !)4. 
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Fenwick's'  tiibles  arc  vnluable  in  displaying  the  distribution  of  tubercle 
in  tlie  uftbction. 

In  one  of  these,  sixteen  cases  of  meningitis  occurring  in  tubercular 
patients  are  detailed  in  which  tubercle  was  found  in  tlie  lungs  and  other 
organs,  but  not  in  the  brain. 

In  these  cases,  of  whicli  ten  were  males  and  six  females,  there  was  tu- 
berculous deposit  in  the  lungs  in  every  instance,  and  in  some  of  them 
other  organs  were,  affected.  Positively  nothing  like  tubercle  could  be 
found  in  the  bruin,  but  this  organ  was  either  congested  or  anasmic.  The 
membranes  were  "  wet,"  and  the  ventricles  contained  fluid.  Four  cases 
were  under  ten  years  of  age  ;  three  between  ten  and  twenty,  and  three 
between  twenty  and  thirty ;  four  were  in  the  fourth  decade,  and  one  in 
the  fifth  and  sixth.  In  other  cases  brought  forward  by  him  of  general 
tuberculosis,  it  was  found  that  of  fifty-four  examined,  nearly  four-fifths  of 
the  number  were  below  twenty-five  years.  All  of  these  fifty-four  had 
tuberculous  deposits,  both  in  the  brain  and  other  organs. 

The  seat  of  the  granular  deposit  seems  to  be  chiefly  the  arachnoid  and 
pia  mater,  though  the  dura  mater  has  been  found  as  well  to  be  the  site  of 
granular  accumulation.  It  is  scattered  mostly  along  the  base  of  the  brain 
and  about  the  large  arteries,  where  it  may  be  found  to  consist  of  masses  of 
little  round  pearly  or  yellowish  bodies  which  may  be  almost  as  small  as 
grains  of  coarse  corn  meal.  The  meningeal  arteries  are  dotted  over  with 
these  granules,  and  when  the  arachnoid  is  raised  numerous  underlying 
miliary  granules  are  exposed. 


Fig.  10. 


« 


Tuberculous  Matter  about  the  Vessels.    (Cornil  aud  Ranvier.)— A.  Tuberculous  deposit. 
B.  White  blood-corpuscles.    C.  Granular  couteats  of  vessel. 

The  membranes  are  all  more  or  less  congested  and  dotted  with  opaque 
spots  or  patches.  The  cortex  is  hypera^mic  and  the  ventricles  distended 
by  fluid.  Their  ependyma  is  toughened  and  rough,  and  presents  a  granu- 
lar appearance  which  may  be  likened  to  that  of  a  piece  of  white  shark's 
skin. 

Softening  of  various  parts  of  the  brain,  the  nerve  trunks  and  optic 


>  St.  George's  Hosp.  Reports,  vol.  vii.  p.  35. 
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commissure  are  not  uncommon  evidences  of  tlie  violence  of  tlie  diseiise. 
Piitclies  of  false  membrune  which  contain  in  tlieir  mesiics  these  granular 
bodies  are  scattered  over  the  convexity  and  base,  and  render  the  removal 
of  the  brain  or  its  membranes  separately  a  som(!Vvliat  difficult  nuitter.  The 
hui<?s,  or  other  organs,  may  also  present  indications  of  tuberculous  matter. 

Rendu'  affirms  that  whenever  there  is  paralysis  of  jjermancnt  form  there 
must  be  some  arterial  obliteration  from  fibrinous  exudation  and  consequent 
softening,  and  he  does  not  believe  that  scattered  granulations  or  ventricu- 
lar etl'usion  are  alone  sufficient  lor  its  causation. 

It  is  rarely  possible  to  very  closely  localize  limited  deposit  before  death, 
but  occasionally  this  may  be  done. 

A  very  interesting  case  is  reported  by  Raymond  Avhich  presented  seve- 
ral suggestive  points.  One  was  that  the  motor  centre  of  the  right  arm 
was  the  seat  of  granular  lesion,  and  that  there  was  paralysis  of  that  mem- 
ber. This,  then,  is  an  exception  to  the  rule  to  which  I  have  just  re- 
ferred. 

"  The  patient,  a  man  twenty-two  years  of  age,  was  admitted  into  the 
hospital  in  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  January  last,  and  then  presented 
obvious  symptoms  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  not,  however,  very  pro- 
nounced. The  affisction,  indeed,  seemed  so  be  progressing  slowly.  He 
was  thin,  pale,  coughed  a  good  deal,  and  was  a  little  feverish. 

"  On  January  28  he  began  to  complain  of  violent  pain  in  the  right  hy- 
pochondi-ium,  and  two  days  later  vomiting  came  on.  This  recurred  fre- 
quently, the  ejected  matter  having  a  greenish  color.  At  the  same  time 
he  suffisred  from  severe  headache,  -which  affected  chiefly  the  left  side  of 
the  head.  Fever  then  showed  itself,  the  temperature  rising  to  140°  ;  the 
pulmonary  lesions  developed  more  rapidly,  and  the  general  condition  be- 
came much  worse.  On  March  24  he  complained  of  great  pain  in  his 
right  arm,  which  seemed  to  be  very  heavy  ;  at  times  he  had  great  difficulty 
in  moving  it.  On  March  25  there  were  fresh  pains  in  the  arm,  and  motor 
paralysis  was  complete,  sensibility  being  retained.  In  the  evening,  with 
a  great  effort,  he  succeeded  in  raising  his  arm  to  his  head.  The  paralysis 
of  the  arm,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  presented  the  character  of  inter- 
mittence.  There  never  existed  any  trace  of  paralysis  in  the  right  leg  nor 
in  the  left  arm  or  leg.  Perhaps  there  was  a  slight  degree  of  loss  of  power 
in  the  bucco-labial  muscle  of  the  right  side,  and  a  sliglit  deviation  of  the 
tongue  to  the  left,  but  these  symptoms  were  a  little  doubtful.  In  the 
whole  case,  there  was  nothing  else  comparable  with  the  paralysis  of  the 
arm,  which  was  indisputable.    The  patient  died  on  April  4. 

"  At  the  necropsy,  far  advanced  tubercular  lesions  w-ere  revealed  in  the 
right  lung,  and  the  membranes  of  the  brain  were  found  to  be  the  seat  of 
tubercular  granulations.  These  were  found  in  the  pia  mater  over  the 
right  lo])e,  and  there  they  were  disseminated  along  flie  parietal  branch  of 
the  Sylvian  fissure.  On  the  left  side,  in  addition  to  the  tubercular  granu- 
lations, there  existed  some  meningitis  with  purulent  deposits.  The  men- 
ingitis was,  if  it  may  be  so  said,  circumscribed  and  localized  on  two  con- 
volutions, the  anterior  and  posterior  marginal  near  tiie  paracentral  lobe. 


'  Review  in  Gaz.  dcs  HGpitaux,  Jan.  15,  1873. 
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There  llie  tubercular  granulations  were  very  numerous,  and  formed  a  sort 
ot'  tumor.  The  pia  mater,  covered  with  pus,  adhered  closely  to  the  sub- 
jacent cerebral  tissue.  In  other  parts,  where  there  were  granulations, 
there  Avas  no  vestige  of  meningitis.  No  otlier  cerebral  lesions,  loci  of 
softening,  or  obliteration  of  capillaries,  could  be  discovered.  There  was 
n  small  amount  of  ttuid  in  the  ventricles,  but  npthing  to  note  in  the  spinal 
cord  or  nerves  of  the  arm. 

"  Such  are  the  facts  of  this  case,  which  may  be  summed  up  as  follows  : 
Motor  paralysis  of  the  right  arm,  somewhat  intermittent  in  the  sense  that 
it  was  at  times  complete,  and  at  other  times  less  absolute  ;  and  to  explain 
this  paralysis  no  other  lesion  than  the  tubercular  meningitis  in  the  region 
of  the  motor  centre  of  the  arm."' 

Prognosis — No  inflammatory  disease  of  the  brain  or  its  membranes 
is  more  serious  or  rapidly  fatal  than  is  this.  The  termination  is  in  death  in 
from  two  to  three  weeks,  though  very  rarely  recovery  may  take  place  be- 
fore the  disease  has  gone  beyond  the  period  of  invasion.  The  ophthal- 
moscope is  our  best  friend  at  this  time.  If  there  be  optic  neuritis,  and 
basilar  meningitis  is  suspected,  there  is  very  little  comfort  to  be  derived 
from  such  an  examination.  If  the  child  recover,  it  will  be  with  impaired 
intellect,  epilepsy,  or  some  other  serious  life-long  trouble. 

An  anonymous  writer  in  the  Gazette  Medicale  upon  the  treatment  of 
tubercular  meningitis,  says  that,  in  a  practice  of  thirty  years,  he  has  seen 
between  eighty  and  ninety  cases,  and  during  that  time  there  were  but  two 
recoveries.''    Bierbaum*  has  reported  three  recoveries. 

Diagnosis. — This  disease  may  be  mistaken  at  different  stages  for 
several  other  acute  conditions,  viz. : — 

A.  Typhoid  fever — typhus  fever. 

B.  Scarlet  fever  or  smallpox. 

C.  Pleurisy  or  pneumonia. 

D.  Eccentric  irritation,  such  as  that  produced  by  worms,  etc. 

E.  Other  forms  of  meningitis. 

F.  Exhaustion. 

A.  Typhoid,  in  some  of  its  foi-ms,  or  typho-pneumonia,  may  resemble 
tubercular  meningitis,  either  of  the  primary  or  secondary  forms.  This  is 
especially  the  case  when  typhoid  symptoms  are  added  to  those- of  phthisis. 
The  irregular  varieties  of  typhoid  are  attended  by  absence  of  diarrhoea, 
tympanites,  and  other  abdominal  symptoms.  The  eruption  of  typhoid  may 
also  resemble  the  tache  cer6brale  of  this  form  of  meningitis,  but  it  is 
usually  confined  to  the  chest  and  abdomen,  and  is  an  early  symptom. 
Typho-pneumonia  may  bear  a  close  resemblance  to  secondary  tubercular 
meningitis,  and  this  is  particularly  the  case  if  moist  rales  can  be  heard  all 
over  the  chest,  and  there  is  some  dulness  at  the  apex.    Certain  points  are 


•  London  Med.  Record,  July  15,  187G.    Abstract  from  Lc  Progrfes  Medical, 
April  22,  187G. 
2  Gazette  Medicale,  1871,  412. 
»  Deutsche  Klinik,  1873,  184. 
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to  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  thiit  will  put  the  diuguostician  on  his  guard. 
Uncomplicated  typhoid  is  a  disease  of  longer  duration,  and  the  abdominal 
symptoms  are  usually  marked.  There  is  tenderness  in  the  left  iliac  fossa, 
high  evening  temperature,  nose-bleed,  and  usually  slight  head  sym[)toms, 
which  vary.  The  eruption  fades  away  under  pressure,  instead  of  being 
produced  by  pressure  or  contact,  as  is  the  case  in  the  meningeal  difficulty. 
The  prodromal  symptoms  of  typhoid  are  not  nearly  so  marked  as  those  of 
the  other  disease. 

Tyidius  fever  may  sometimes  make  the  diagnosis  exceedingly  difficult; 
for,  as  we  know,  its  duration  is  about  that  of  the  tubercular  trouble,  and 
head  symptoms  are  its  marked  feature.  The  general  absence  of  pulmo- 
nary symptoms,  tlie  appearance  of  the  dark  rash,  and  the  antecedents  of 
the  patient  offer  us  guides. 

B.  Scarlet  fever,  which  sometimes  begins  with  vomiting  and  early  head 
symptoms,  puzzles  the  observer.  The  throat  trouble,  the  early  appear- 
ance of  the  eruption,  the  peculiar  "  strawberry  tongue"  which,  as  far  as  I 
am  aware,  is  found  in  but  two  diseases,  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever,  and 
the  high  and  continued  elevation  of  temperature  during  the  eruption,  are 
sufficient  to  put  the  medical  man  upon  the  alert. 

Smallpox,  without  the  eruption,  may  sometimes  mislead  us.  The  pro- 
dromal symptoms,  pain  in  the  back,  vomiting,  and  headache  are  different 
from  the  same  symptoms  in  tubercular  ^meningitis.  They  are  more  severe, 
and  may  immediately  usher  in  coma.  Bleeding  from  the  nose  and  mouth 
I  have  witnessed  in  three  patients.  This  form  of  smallpox  is  quite  rare. 
In  the  course  of  six  years,  during  which  I  have  been  connected  with  the 
Health  Department  of  the  City  of  New  York,  I  have  seen  over  one 
thousand  cases  of  the  disease,  and  I  do  not  remember  having  encoun- 
tered but  ten  or  twelve  cases  of  this  terrible  form  of  variola.  These  cases 
were  all  adults.  If  pronounced  smallpox  should  suggest  the  other  affec- 
tion, it  will  be  found  that  in  two  or  three  days  any  blush  eruption  (which 
could  hardly  be  mistaken  for  the  macula3  of  tubercular  meningitis,  which 
is  a  late  symptom)  will  develop  so  that  the  characteristic  vesicles  may  be 
seen.  In  both  scarlet  fever  and  smallpox  the  history  of  exposure  often 
supplies  the  link. 

G.  Pneumonia  and  pleurisy  can  only  be  mistaken  when  we  neglect  to 
take  into  account  the  chill,  pain  in  the  side,  and  physical  signs.  The 
latter  disease  may  sometimes  be  supposed  to  exist ;  for  Gee  has  heard  the 
friction  sound  of  pleurisy  in  tubercular  meningitis. 

D.  Reflex  irritation  from  ascarides  may  produce  many  of  the  early 
symptoms  which  also  indicate  tubercular  meningitis,  and  even  convulsions 
may  appear ;  but,  unlike  the  tubercular  disease,  there  is  no  further  pro- 
gress. The  use  of  an  anthelmintic  will  clear  up  the  diagnosis,  if  we  have 
reason  to  suspect  these  parasites. 

E.  From  simple  meningitis  we  may  distinguish  the  disease  chiefly  by 
the  late  appearance  of  the  delirium.  The  patient  lapses  into  unconscious- 
ness in  the  former  disease  in  two  or  three  days,  while  in  tubercular  menin- 
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gitis  the  jiciitc!  mental  disliirbancc  is  not  so  immediate.  Acute  meningitis 
runs  its  course  usually  in  a  week. 

Various  intracranial  diseases  may  resemble  at  different  times  the  disease 
under  consideration  ;  but  as  I  propose  to  treat  of  these  hereafter,  it  will  be 
well  to  omit  them  here. 

F.  ]£xhaustion — The  excitement  that  has  been  lately  aroused  in  Eng- 
land by  the  Penge  case  giives  this  part  of  the  subject  decided  importance. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  one  Louis  Staunton,  with  two  accomplices,  one 
of  whom  was  his  brother,  and  tlie  other  a  woman  with  whom  lie  was  living 
upon  terms  of  criminal  intimacy,  starved  to  death  his  wife,  and  that  they  all 
narrowly  escaped  capital  punishment  or  transportation.  Tlie  coroner's  jury 
decided  that  the  real  cause  of  her  death  was  starvation,  while  several  dis- 
tinguished medical  men  contended  that  siie  had  died  from  tubercular  menin- 
gitis, but  did  not  deny  that  she  had  been  neglected.  The  disputed  points 
seemed  to  be,  the  rapid  emaciation  and  great  antemia  of  the  tissues,  as  Avell 
as  disappearance  of  subcutaneous  fat.  Her  symptoms  before  death  were 
drowsiness,  passing  into  coma,  stertor,  rigidity  of  one  arm,  and  inequality 
of  pupils.  These  symptoms  appeared  but  shortly  before  death,  and  were 
supposed  by  Dr.  Greenfield,^  who  made  a  most  sensible  and  convincing 
communication  to  the  Lancet,  not  to  account  for  starvation  alone,  but  to  be 
probably  due  to  tubercular  meningitis. 

Opposed  to  him  are  several  observers  (among  them  Virchow,  who  re- 
viewed the  English  testimony),  who  held  that  the  great  emaciation,  loss 
of  weight  of  the  internal  organs,  emptiness  of  the  cavities  of  the  heart,  and 
certain  forms  of  congestion  were  clearly  indicative  of  starvation.  Green- 
field proves,  I  think,  that  none  of  these  appearances  were  sufiScient  in 
themselves  for  us  to  say  definitely  that  they  were  due  to  starvation  ;  tliat 
they  may  often  be  a  result  of  exhausting  disease;  that  the  congestion  wit- 
nessed was  an  ordinary  post-mortem  appearance ;  and  finally  that  tubercle 
existed  in  the  lungs  and  brain ;  while  in  the  latter  there  were  found  pri- 
mary indications  of  softening  as  well  as  adhesion  of  the  meninges. 

Gee  calls  attention  to  forms  of  wasting  disease  with  profound  emaciation 
which  may  closely  simulate  tubercular  meningitis,  but  are  connected  with 
digestive  derangements  and  malnutrition;  and  Sir  Wm.  Gull,  in  one  of 
the  English  hospital  reports,  brought  forward  several  cases  of  hysterical 
anorexia ;  and  in  the  profound  form  of  cerebral  anajmia  there  can  be  symp- 
toms which  may  resemble  some  of  those  expressed  in  tubercular  meningitis 
so  greatly,  as  to  possibly  lead  to  an  error  in  diagnosis. 

Treatment  More  can  be  done  for  the  patient  in  the  early  stages 

tluin  at  any  other  time.  Cod-liver  oil,  phosphorus  (F.  37),  a  nitrogenous 
diet,  and  preparations  of  iodine  are  all  of  great  service.  The  syrup  of  the 
iodide  of  iron  (F.  42)  is  an  excellent  remedy  in  the  earliest  stage,  if  we 
recognize  the  significance  of  the  somewhat  irregular  group  of  symptoms. 
The  iodide  of  potassium  has  been  by  many  used  during  later  stages. 


'  London  Lancet,  Oct.  6,  1877. 
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Fleming'  reports  a  cure  in  tlie  case  of  a  girl  two  and  a  half  years  old  hy 
large  doses  of  the  iodide,  and  the  experience  of  others  is  also  encouraging. 
CoTd  to  the  head  and  the  bromides  in  the  later  stages  are  of  greater  benefit 
than  any  other  remedies.  Ergot  has  been  successfidly  used  by  Gibney  in 
one  case  of  so-called  tubercular  meningitis.  It  should  be  administered  in 
full  doses  often  repeated.  Gee  recommends  closure  of  the  eyelids  by  ad- 
hesive plaster,  should  there  be  any  ulceration  of  the  cornea.  Blistering, 
bleeding,  and  violent  treatment  of  any  kind  are  to  be  strongly  condemned  ; 
quiet  and  darkness  should  be  insisted  upon  as  early  as  possible,  and  over- 
solicitous  friends  should  be  excluded  from  the  sick-room.  Food  of  a  liquid 
form  may  be  given  by  enemata,  or  by  the  mouth,  using  a  syringe,  and 
bein"-  careful  in  introducing  its  point  between  the  teeth. 


CHRONIC  CEREBRAL  MENINGITIS. 

This  very  rare  disease,  which  may  be  either  the  result  of  acute  menin- 
gitis, or  develop  idiopathically,  or  after  head  injury,  is  of  slow  appearance 
and  progress,  and  resembles  several  organic  diseases  of  tiie  brain  proper, 
among  them  softening,  general  paralysis,  and  brain  tumors. 

Symptoms  One  of  the  early  symptoms,  especially  of  the  vertical 

variety,  is  headache,  which  varies  in  severity.  It  is  of  a  dull  character, 
and  is  seated  in  the  top  of  the  head,  and  is  increased  by  any  effort  which 
augments  the  cerebral  blood  pressure.  In  certain  cases  there  is  loss  of 
memory,  and  other  mental  symptoms,  which  resemble  closely  those  of 
general  paralysis  of  the  insane  ;  and  this  mental  impairment  may  terminate 
in  dementia.  The  vertical  form  is  generally  complicated  with  encepha- 
litis and  muscular  paralysis,  as  well  as  spasms  and  twitchings  of  either  a 
limited  group  of  muscles,  or  the  arm  and  leg  of  one  side.  Tremor  and 
sometimes  convulsions  occur  after  a  short  period,  while  after  the  involve- 
ment of  the  cortical  substance  we  may  have  marked  motorial  symptoms, 
such  as  paralysis  with  contractures,  and  paralysis  of  the  bladder  or  sphinc- 
ters, both  of  the  bladder  and  rectum,  so  that  the  patient  passes  his  urine 
and  feces  in  an  involuntary  manner.  The  disease  is  generally  progressive, 
and  there  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  convulsions.  The  mental  decay 
advances  rapidly,  and  the  patient  finally  dies,  at  the  end  of  a  few  months, 
in  a  comatose  state.  The  basilar  form  of  disease  is  much  more  interestins 
than  that  of  which  I  have  just  spoken,  the  cranial  nerves  being  more  or 
less  involved  ;  and  symptoms  of  cranial  paralysis  of  a  progressive  character 
form  a  distinguishing  feature  of  the  disease.  Thus,  in  thirteen  cases  col- 
lected by  Dr.  Cross,'''  of  this  city,  the  tiiird  nerve  was  paralyzed  generally 
on  the  left  side  in  nine  instances,  and  in  one  case  the  third  pair  on  both 
sides  was  affected.  In  nine  of  these  cases  strabismus  was  noted ;  in  five 
of  which  it  was  external  and  existed  on  the  left  side.    The  pupils  were 


'  British  Med.  Journal,  1871,  p.  443. 

'  Psychological  and  Medico-Legal  Journal,  New  Series,  vol.  ii.  p.  220. 
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dilated  in  eight  instances,  and  contracted  once.  Obscureness  of  vision 
was  observed  to  be  prominent  in  four  cases,  wliile  ptosis  existed  in  five, 
occurring  once  on  both  sides.  Double  vision  was  present  in  many  cases. 
Blindness  occurred  once  in  the  left  eye,  Avhich  was  the  result  of  suppura- 
tive choroiditis.  In  another  instance  there  Avas  loss  of  sight  in  both  eyes. 
I  may  select  four  of  Dr.  Cross's  cases,  whicli  represent  very  fully  the 
course  of  the  disease  : — 

Case  I — A  young  man  came  to  the  clinic  who  was  affected  witli 
external  strabismus,  ptosis,  and  dilatation  of  the  pupil  of  the  left 
eye.  lie  had  a  most  intensely  agonizing  pain  in  the  head,  vertigo, 
frequent  attacks  of  vomiting,  and  paresis,  if  not  paralysis,  of  tiie  arm  and 
leg  on  the  same  side.  He  was  treated  with  mercury  and  large  doses  of 
the  iodide  of  potassium.  In  a  short  time  the  pain  in  his  head  disappeared, 
and  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  weeks  the  paralysis  was  cured.  Two  or  three 
months  subsequently  he  reappeared,  with  a  corresponding  set  of  symptoms 
in  the  right  eye,  and  the  right  half  of  the  body,  and  with  pain  in  his 
head  as  severe  as  during  the  previous  attack.  He  was  again  treated  with 
mercury  and  the  iodide  of  potassium,  when  his  symptoms  again  disap- 
peared, and  have  not  since  returned.  In  this  case  there  was  some  slight 
suspicion  of  syphilis. 

Case  II — A  man,  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  came  under  my  charge 
some  two  years  ago.  At  that  time  he  was  suffering  from  pain  in  the 
head,  vertigo,  dilatation  of  the  pupil,  external  strabismus,  double  vision, 
numbness,  and  slight  paralysis  of  the  opposite  side  of  the  body.  As  far 
as  I  was  able  to  discern,  the  ocular  paralysis  was  confined  solely  to  the 
left  internal  rectus  muscle.  Until  within  a  few  months  prior  to  his  com- 
ing under  my  observation,  he  had  apparently  enjoyed  excellent  health, 
with  the  exception  of  a  severe  headache,  from  which  he  had  suffered  quite 
acutely.  He  stated  that  the  disease  with  which  he  was  afflicted  had  come 
on  slowly,  and  gradually  increased  in  degree.  He  acknowledged  that  he 
had  had  a  hard  chancre  several  years  previously. 

Under  the  influence  of  lai'ge  doses  of  the  iodide  of  potassium,  the  symp- 
toms rapidly  disappeared,  and  he  has  since  had  no  return  of  the  paralysis, 
although  he  afterwards  experienced  severe  headache,  which  disappeared 
under  treatment.    I  examined  his  retinje,  but  found  no  disease. 

Case  III  Shortly  after  this  I  was  consulted  in  regard  to  the  case  of 

a  gentleman,  thirty-five  years  old,  who  was  suffering  apparently  from 
symptoms  similar  to  those  observed  in  the  preceding  case,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  paresis  of  the  extremities.  He  had  well-marked  head-symp- 
toms and  numbness,  which  was  limited  to  one  side  of  the  body,  but  the 
paralysis  was  confined  exclusively  to  the  ocular  muscles.  His  eyes  had 
been  carefully  examined  by  an  eminent  ophthalmic  surgeon,  who  had 
infornied  him  that  they  wei-e  healthy,  and  that  his  trouble  was  probably 
cerebral.  He  was  a  very  i-obust  man,  and  had  apparently  suffered  from 
no  severe  disease  until  the  beginning  of  his  present  trouble.  On  question- 
ing him  closely,  he  stated  that  he  had  had  syphilis  twelve  years  ago,  for 
which  he  had  been  carefully  treated,  and  consequently  considered  himself 
cured.  When  I  first  saw  him,  the  double  vision  had  existed  several 
months,  and  during  that  time  had  been  almost  constantly  present.  1  did 
not  treat  this  patient,  and  consequently  do  not  know  tlie  result. 

Case  IV  A  married  gentleman,  forty-one  years  of  age,  came  under 

my  care  in  1873.    He  was  descended  from  a  family  saturated  with  rheu- 
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matism  and  gout,  and  five  of  wliom  had  died  of  paralysis.  At  this  time 
he  was  siitFcring  from  myalgia,  whicli  I  I'ound  to  be  locateil  in  the  nuiseles 
of  the  chest  and  back.  This  condition  lasted  about  three  months,  and 
then  disappeared  under  treatment,  lie  stated  that  prior  to  this  time  his 
health  had  been  "-ood.  He  had  been  temperate  in  his  habits,  and  had 
never  had  acute  articular  rheumatism,  gout,  nor  syphilis.  In  July,  1873, 
he  first  observed  tliat  the  pupil  of  the  right  eye  was  mucli  contracted. 
This  was  followed  by  headache,  vertigo,  and  obscureness  of  vision.  In 
December  he  came  to  my  oifice  and  informed  me  tliat  his  ocular  troubles 
had  increased.  At  that  time  his  condition  was  as  follows:  He  had  a  dull, 
heavy  pain  behind  the  ears,  which  seemed  to  extend  along  the  base  of 
the  brain,  and  was  at  times  throbbing  in  character.  There  was  vertigo 
and  indistinctness  of  vision,  which  he  described  as  a  blurring  of  objects ; 
liis  rifht  pupil  Avas  extremely  contracted,  and  did  not  respond  to  the 
stimulus  of  light.  Far  and  near  objects  were  very  indistinct,  and  appeared 
to  be  one  above  the  other.  When  he  looked  at  the  pavement  it  appeared 
to  be  raised  above  its  natural  position.  There  were  double  vision  and 
strabismus. 

He  kept  his  head  constantly  turned  to  the  right  and  downwards,  in 
order  to  bring  the  axes  of  his  eyes  parallel.  All  his  organs  Avere  healthy, 
with  the  exception  of  his  brain.  There  was  apparently  partial  paralysis 
of  the  right  internal  rectus  and  right  inferior  oblique  muscles.  This  gen- 
tleman was,  by  my  advice,  carefully  examined  by  two  eminent  ophthalmic 
surgeons  of  this  city,  both  of  whom  were  of  the  opinion  that  there  was  no 
disease  of  the  eyes.  An  important  point  in  this  connection  is  the  fact 
that  this  patient  had  been  in  the  habit  of  using  a  magnifying  glass  with 
the  affected  eye  to  examine  the  delicate  pai-ts  of  machinery,  in  order  to 
see  tliat  they  were  properly  constructed;  and  this  operation  was  con- 
ducted in  a  dark  room,  lasting  several  hours  daily.  I  carefully  examined 
this  patient's  spinal  cord  (as  I  always  do  in  all  these  cases),  but 
found  no  indications  whatever  of  spinal  disease.  I  ordered  him  to  take 
the  iodide  of  potassium,  in  fifteen-grain  doses,  three  times  a  day,  Avell 
diluted  in  water,  and  to  rapidly  increase  the  amount;  but  the  first  dose 
caused  him  such  intense  nausea  and  vomiting  that  he  could  not  be  induced 
to  take  it  subsequently.  He  consequently  ceased  taking  any  medicine, 
and  for  some  time  he  continued  to  grow  worse,  all  his  symptoms  increasing 
in  severity.  He  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  business,  and  has  since  passed 
most  of  his  time  in  out-door  exercise. 

The  pupil  of  the  right  eye  remained  permanently  contracted  for  several 
months.  A  short  time  since  I  met  him,  and  he  told  me  that  he  was  about 
to  resume  his  business,  he  had  so  nearly  recovered.  His  pupil  Avas  still 
contracted,  but  not  to  the  same  degree  that  it  was  when  he  first  came 
under  my  care  a  year  ago.  He  now  holds  his  head  straiglit;  there  is  no 
apparent  strabismus,  although  his  wife  informs  me  that  he  occasionally 
sees  double.  His  headache  and  vertigo  have  disappeared.  The  only- 
medicines  that  he  has  taken  during  this  period  have  been  tonics  and  out- 
door exercise.  I  made  particular  inquiry  in  this  case,  in  order  to  discoA-er, 
if  possible,  a  constitutional  cause,  but  I  was  fully  satisfied  that  none 
existed. 

Convulsions  of  a  severe  character  are  an  alarming  feature  of  the  dis- 
ease when  the  base  of  the  brain  is  affected.     Both  of  tliese  forms  of 
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meningitis  may  be  connected  with  cerebral  growths  and  sypliilitic  and 
tuberculous  deposits. 

^  Causes — Mules  seem  to  be  oftener  affected  than  females,  and  the 
disease  is  ordinarily  one  of  adult  life.  It  is  connected  oftentimes  witli  the 
tuberculous  diathesis,  and  is  not  rarely  dependent  upon  constitutional 
syphilis ;  it  may  be  seemingly  idiopatliic,  or  i-esult  from  head  injury,  ex- 
posure to  the  sun,  intemperance,  the  acute  zymotic  fevers,  and  the  other 
causes  of  meningitis. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology  The  cerebral  meninges  have 

been  found  to  be  thickened,  adherent  to  each  other,  or  to  the  inner  surface 
of  the  cranial  bones,  with  eff'usions  beneatli,  wliich  have  undergone  pai-tial 
organization  ;  sometimes  gummy  exudation  of  syphilitic  origin  Avill  be 
found  scattered  over  the  surface  of  the  brain,  or  calcareous  plates  of  per- 
haps an  inch  in  diameter  will  be  found  in  the  dura  mater,  such  as  I  have 
ali-eady  spoken  of  in  chronic  pachymeningitis.  If  the  disease  has  involved 
the  cortical  substance  of  the  brain,  we  may  discover  patches  of  softening 
of  variable  extent  and  depth,  and  perhaps  superficial  abscesses.  At  the 
base  of  the  brain  the  meningitis  is  not  generally  so  diffuse,  but  occurs  in 
circumscribed  spots,  the  cranial  nerve  trunks  being  generally  softened  and 
bound  down  by  bands  of  new  tissue. 

Diagnosis — The  form  of  meningitis  of  the  convexity  presents  so 
many  symptoms  that  are  common  to  other  brain  diseases,  that  the  matter 
of  diagnosis  is  often  very  difficult,  and  it  is  impossible  at  times  to  deter- 
mine the  nature  of  the  patient's  disease  until  after  death.  Meningitis  of 
the  base,  however,  is  much  more  easily  diagnosed.  There  are  nearly 
always  ophthalmoscopic  appearances,  which  is  not  the  case  in  the  other 
form  of  disease,  and  some  one,  or  all  of  the  cranial  nerves  are  paralyzed. 
The  symptoms  of  tumor  may  counterfeit  those  of  chronic  basilar  menin- 
gitis, but  perhaps  are  more  severe.  If  the  disease  be  of  a  syphilitic  char- 
acter, the  question  of  diagnosis  is  a  puzzling  one ;  for  in  some  respects 
a  condition  which  favors  the  formation  of  syphilitic  tumor  and  chronic 
meningitis  is  the  same,  and  occasionally  these  two  diseases  are  found  to 
coexist. 

Prognosis  Should  the  disease  be  syphilitic,  the  prognosis  is  nearly 

always  favorable,  but,  if  it  be  the  result  of  injury,  recovery  is  less  likely 
to  take  place ;  should  it  follow  the  acute  exanthematous  fevers,  there  is  very 
little  hope. 

Treatment  Our  main  reliance  is  in  the  free  use  of  large  doses  of 

iodide  of  potassium,  or  in  the  employment  of  mercurials.  Active  counter- 
irritation  and  the  use  of  blisters  and  cauterization  may  afford  a  great  deal 
of  relief.  A  saturated  solution  of  the  iodide  of  potassium  may  be  ordered, 
and  the  patient  should  be  directed  to  begin  with  a  dose  of  ten  drops  three 
times  a  day,  and  gradually  increase  one  drop  with  each  dose  until  he  takes 
a  hundred  drops  or  more  during  the  twenty-four  hours. 
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CHAPTEK  II. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  CEREBRUM  AND  CEREBELLUM. 

CEREBRAL  HYPERiEMIA. 

Synonyms  Cerebral  congestion.   Hyper^mie  cerebrale  {Fr.).  Hy- 

peniniie  des  Gehirns  {Ger.). 

Definition  A  condition  characterized  by  an  abnormal  increase  in 

the  amount  of  blood  contained  in  the  cerebral  vessels,  and  expressed  by 
symptoms  which  indicate  pressure,  and  irritation  of  the  cerebral  nerve- 
cells.  Before  entering  into  the  discussion  of  this  aiTection,  I  desire  to 
state  that  in  very  few  cases  do  I  consider  cerebral  hypersemia  to  be  a 
distinct  cerebral  disease,  but  rather  one  form  of  expression  of  some  gene- 
ral condition.  The  apoplectiform  variety  described  by  Hammond  and 
Trousseau  is,  in  my  opinion,  generally  a  slight  cerebral  hemorrhage  ;  but  I 
shall  speak  of  it  under  this  heading,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  so  commonly 
a  result  of  acute  congestion,  while  the  striking  feature  of  "  cerebral  hem- 
orrhage" ordinarily  is  tlie  degenerated  arterial  state. 

Two  forms  of  cerebral  hyperaimia  have  been  recognized  by  the  majority 
of  medical  writers,  one  of  them  which  is  active  and  connected  with  forci- 
ble arterial  fluxion,  and  the  ot\\Qi-  passive,  and  the  result  of  some  impedi- 
ment to  the  venous  return.  I  prefer  to  adopt  the  terms  sthenic  and  asthenic, 
as  these  expressions  denote  pathological  conditions  much  more  appropri- 
ately than  do  those  in  common  use.  Either  may  exist  in  a  modified  de- 
gree as  physiological  states,  and  it  is  often  difficult  to  make  the  distinction 
between  a  normal  process  and  a  diseased  condition  ;  but  when  tlie  cerebral 
fulness  is  constant  or  increased  to  a  serious  extent,  we  may  safely  judge 
the  condition  to  be  pathological.  The  division  of  the  disease  expressed 
by  the  terms  I  have  just  mentioned,  though  adopted  by  most  of  tlie  au- 
thorities on  nervous  diseases,  is  for  some  reasons  unnecessary. 

Both  varieties  may  lead  to  accidents  symptomatized  by  attacks  of  coma, 
accessions  of  convulsion,  a  low  gi-ade  of  paralysis,  mental  excitement,  and 
otlier  serious  results.  These  differ  only  in  their  manner  of  appearance. 
In  one,  they  are  early  and  sthenic  expressions,  and  are  produced  by  rapidly 
exerted  and  violent  force ;  and  in  the  other  their  advent  is  more  slow,  as 
tliey  appear  to  be  produced  by  a  sluggisli  force  or  tardy  impairment  of 
cell  function,  though  sudden  accidents  wliich  embarrass  the  venous  return 
may  make  their  appearance  as  immediately  as  those  of  the  first  variety. 
Stu[)or  is  more  decidedly  characteristic  of  the  passive  or  asthenic  variety, 
tlum  tiiat  in  which  rapid  dynamic  arterial  action  takes  place;.  In  this,  the 
second  variety,  there  seems  to  be  a  dilatation  of  the  small  vessels,  a 
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crowding  out  the  perivascular  lluid,  and  consequent  pressure  of  the  per- 
manently distended  vessels  upoii  tlie  hyaline  membrane  next  to  the  cells, 
thus  preventing  the  removal  of  their  effete  material  and  consequently  im- 
pairing their  normal  action. 

Symptoms — The  symptoms  of  this  condition,  as  I  have  stated,  may 
vary  from  evidences  of  what  seems  to  be  but  healtliy  physiological  function 
to  those  whicli  are  unmistakably  grave  pathological  conditions  ;  from  sim- 
ple throbbing  of  the  temporal  vessels  and  flushing  of  the  face,  to  coma, 
convulsions,  or  mania. 

Generally  the  symptoms  are  not  serious,  and  out  of  the  many  cases  I 
have  seen  (and,  by  the  way,  a  large  number  of  these  mild  cases  are  met 
with  in  private  practice)  they  are  of  a  type  which  may  be  recognized 
at  once.  The  patient  calls  attention  to  the  following  troubles  :  A  sense  of 
head-fulness  with  throbbing  of  the  temporal  arteries.  He  may  inform  us 
that  his  "  head  seems  to  be  of  unnatural  size  and  great  weight ;  that  he 
feels  as  if  the  skin  covering  the  head  is  much  too  tight."  He  complains 
of  tinnitus  auriiun,  and  is  troubled  by  subjective  sounds  which  he 
compares  to  the  buzzing  of  bees,  the  ringing  of  bells,  and  the  rushing  of 
Avaters. 

There  seems  to  be  an  extraordinary  acuteness  of  all  the  senses.  He 
may  complain  of  muscce  volitantes,  and  inform  us  that  there  are  bright 
specks  or  motes  which  flit  across  the  field  of  vision.  He  may  say  that 
bright  light  is  painful,  and  complain  of  his  inability  to  read  fine  print,  be- 
cause the  letters  seem  to  dance  upon  the  page,  and  the  words  appear  hazy 
and  blurred.  Diplopia  and  other  visual  troubles  may  annoy  him.  Sharp 
noises,  harsh  voices,  and  monotonous  sounds  seem  to  produce  distress  and 
discomfort.  He  may  have  hallucinations,  but  is  generally  able  to  appre- 
ciate their  unsubstantial  character.  He  arises  in  the  morning  unrefreshed 
and  uncomfortable,  complaining  of  muscular  weariness,  but  feels  better 
towards  the  middle  of  the  day.  After  his  dinner,  jiarticularly  if  it  has 
been  a  hearty  one,  the  cerebral  condition  is  aggravated.  At  night  he 
finds  it  impossible  to  sleep,  and  he  tosses  to  and  fro,  his  head  being  hot 
and  his  extremities  cold.  The  mind  of  the  patient  is  jireternaturally 
active,  and  his  brain  seems  filled  with  excited  fancies,  and  troubled 
thoughts — and  at  last  he  sleeps.  This  sleep,  however,  is  not  sound  ; 
dreams  of  all  kinds,  or  nightmare,  keep  him  in  a  state  of  wretched  semi- 
consciousness till  the  morning  comes  to  find  him  utterly  used  up.  With 
the  patient,  mental  exertion  is  irksome,  and  study  or  concentration  is 
disagreeable  or  impossible.  There  is  headache  or  impaii-ed  memory, 
thickness  of  speech,  and  various  diflRculties  of  articulation.  He  may 
substitnte  one  M'ord  for  another,  even  though  it  be  one  in  common  use 
and  exceedingly  familiar. 

The  emotions  are  generally  disturbed  and  altered.  Irritability,  nervous 
excitement,  and  morbid  exhilaration  of  spirits  may  make  his  conduct 
strange  and  unnatural  to  those  about  him  ;  Avhile  slight  things  seem  to  dis- 
turb and  hiirass  him.  The  attentions  of  friends,  though  they  may  be  of 
the  most  considerate  nature,  are  met  with  explosions  of  temper,  and  the 
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patient  avoids  them  and  prefers  solitude.  Sometimes  he  takes  violent 
exercise  mitil  completely  exhausted,  when  wearied  Nature  asserts  lierself 
and  sleep  brings  temporary  relief. 

During  the  progress  of  the  disease,  cutaneous  numbness  or  twitching  of 
some  of  the  muscles,  or  even  paralysis,  gives  the  condition  a  serious  char- 
acter. The  appearance  of  the  patient  is  decidedly  striking,  and  not  to  be 
mistaken.  The  face  is  red,  the  cheeks  pulFed  and  swollen,  the  eyes  promi- 
nent, watery,  and  injected,  and  the  conjunctiva3  quite  red.  He  is  anxious 
and  excited,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  stupid.  The  sleepy  expression  is  one 
of  the  most  valuable  objective  symptoms.  Occasionally,  in  the  course  of 
the  disease,  there  is  bleeding  from  the  nose,  which  may  temporarily  re- 
lieve the  patient.  The  hands  and  feet  are  usually  blue  and  cold,  and  so 
remain.  After  a  variable  period,  during  which  the  patient  has  presented 
a  number  of  these  symptoms,  he  may  suddenly,  after  a  hearty  meal,  or 
violent  exertion  or  some  other  exciting  cause,  suiFer  an  incomplete  loss  ot 
consciousness,'  which  is  generally  of  short  duration,  and  from  which  he 
can  be  aroused  in  a  few  minutes.  When  spoken  to  he  seems  bewildered 
and  confused,  and  takes  but  little  notice  of  what  is  going  on  about  him. 
There  seems  to  be  incomplete  loss  of  muscular  power,  more  confined  to 
one  side  than  to  the  other,  and  he  is  able  when  less  dazed  to  make  simple 
voluntary  movements.  He  seems  to  be  annoyed  by  any  bright  light  that 
may  be  let  into  the  room.  His  pupils  are  contracted  usually,  and  respira- 
tion is  labored,  while  circulation  is  uneven,  there  being  an  irregular  pulse. 
At  first  the  heart's  action  seems  to  stop  altogether,  but  subsequently  it  be- 
comes quite  energetic,  and  the  pulse  is  bounding  and  full.  If  the  attack 
be  due  to  passive  congestion,  thei'e  may  be  a  dilatation  of  the  pupils,  and 
the  bloating  and  pufiing  of  the  face  and  fulness  of  the  lips  will  be  much 
more  noticeable  than  when  it  is  the  result  of  the  sthenic  variety.  During 
its  continuance  there  is  neither  rigidity  of  the  muscles  nor  stertorous 
breathing.  The  recovery  is  generally  rapid,  and  after  the  apoplectic  form 
of  attack  there  may  be  some  epistaxis  and  slight  mental  excitement.  Oc- 
casionally convulsions  occur  as  an  evidence  of  cerebral  hyperajmia,  and 
they  are  generally  of  an  interesting  nature,  from  the  fact  that  they  may 
closely  simulate  epilepsy,  and  have  been  confounded  with  that  disease  by 
certain  writers,  among  them  Trousseau.  These  attacks  are  preceded,  in 
most  cases,  by  prodromata  highly  suggestive  of  cerebral  congestion,  and 
they  usually  need  some  exciting  cause  for  their  production,  when  the 
patient,  after  becoming  dusky,  lapses  into  an  unconscious  condition,  and 
after  ineffectual  attempts  at  self-control  falls  to  the  ground  and  is  agitated 
by  an  epileptiform  convulsion.  Instead,  however,  of  sinking  into  a  deep 
sleep  almost  immediately  afterward,  as  is  the  case  in  true  epilepsy,  he  is 
wild  and  excited,  sometimes  maniacal,  and  finally  sleeps  from  sheer  ex- 
haustion. 

Trousseau  has  stated  that  these  attacks  are  connected  with  tongue-biting, 
but  this  seems  improbable,  and  he  evidently  confuses  this  condition  with 
veritable  epilepsy. 


'  These  symptoms  are,  without  doubt,  due  to  smsdl  hemorrhages. 
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A  form,  which  certiiin  Avriters  have  called  maniacal,  may  and  does 
often  occur  witliout  any  of  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  increased  cere- 
bral blood  pressure  that  I  have  described.  It  is  the  form  Milner  Fother- 
gill  has  so  admirably  described,'  and  characterizes  usually  the  pathological 
condition,  in  which  the  nervous  tissues  attract  an  abnormal  amount  of 
blood  to  themselves.  This  variety  is  not  necessarily  connected  with  vas- 
cular excitement,  suffusion  of  the  face,  etc.  It  results  commonly  from 
protracted  intellectual  labor  and  direct  excitement,  and  the  patients  may 
be  pale  and  bright-eyed,  and  active  in  all  their  movements.  They  are 
"  high-strung,"  restless,  and  remarkably  irritable,  and  at  the  same  time 
are  loquacious  and  voluble.  Their  thoughts  and  fancies  seem  crowded 
together,  and  are  evidently  originated  much  more  rapidly  than  they  can 
be  expressed.  "  Sometimes  their  ideas  seem  to  settle  themselves  around 
some  prominent  leading  thought,  the  centre-piece  of  the  rotatory  chaos, 
while  at  other  times  there  is  mental  excitement,  with  great  volubility,  on 
no  subject  in  particular."  The  condition  is  one  of  exaltation,  and  there  is 
a  restlessness  which  is  characteristic. 

There  is  rarely  any  forcible  heart  action,  the  pulse  being  normal,  or,  if 
changed  at  all,  is  simply  small  and  irritable.  This  condition  does  not 
seem  to  be  confined  to  any  pai-ticular  age,  though  in  old  people  cerebral 
congestion  is  disposed  to  take  this  character.  The  mental  features  may 
be  those  of  ordinary  acute  mania,  and  all  the  phases  of  psychical  disturb- 
ance may  be  expressed  at  some  time  or  other.  Suicidal  tendencies  are 
sometimes  present.  A  case  of  this  kind  is  reported,  where  the  indi- 
vidual, during  an  attack  of  congestive  mania,  cut  his  throat.  The  loss  of 
blood  relieved  the  cerebral  fulness,  and  his  reason  returned,  but  too  late 
to  avert  the  consequences  of  the  act.  This  condition  is  one  of  rapid  pro- 
duction, and  under  prompt  treatment  may  disappear.  Embarrassment  of 
speech  may  vary  from  simple  awkwardness  of  articulation  to  decided 
aphasia.*  The  difficulty  is  rarely  a  serious  or  lasting  one,  and  is  relieved 
by  appropriate  treatment. 

Hammond^  calls  attention  to  a  form  of  aphasia  which  attends  passive 
cerebral  hyperajmia,  but  I  consider  this  an  unnecessary  refinement  of 
division. 

As  I  have  before  remarked,  the  second  variety  is  more  apt  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  deep  stupor,  and  recovery  is  less  certain  and  rapid. 

There  may,  indeed,  be  a  form  in  which  profound  stupor,  stertor,  and 
full  hard  pulse  are  present,  and  which  is  almost  always  fatal.  This  follows 
profound  narcosis  by  alcohol  or  opium,  and  the  death  of  the  individual  is 
preceded  by  involuntary  discharge  of  feces  and  urine,  and  there  is  complete 
loss  of  voluntary  muscular  power. 

Before  concluding  the  description  of  the  condition,  it  may  be  well  to  call 
attention  to  a  form  which  is  chiefly  confined  to  early  life,  and  occurs  in 


'  West  Riding  Reports,  art.  Cerebral  Hyperscmia,  vol.  v.  p.  171. 
^  Tiiis  gi-ave  form  is  probably  duo  to  some  lesion. 
3  Diseases  of  Nervous  Systcn:,  N.  Y.  1877,  p.  42. 
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the  course  of  other  diseases,  or  it  nv.iy  exist  uiicomplicateil.  In  many  re- 
spects it  resembk^s  meningitis.  It  is  characterized  by  elevation  oi'  tempe- 
rature and  otlier  febrile  symptoms,  among  them  vomiting,  flushed  face, 
headache,  broken  sleep,  twitching  of  the  limbs,  constipation,  and  wandering 
delirium.  Convulsions  occasionally  occur,  and  the  attack  ends  in  deep  sleep. 
Recovery  is  the  rule,  although  the  young  brain  is  so  delicate  and  the  vio- 
lence of  congestive  diseases  so  excessive,  that  a  passive  condition  may  take 
the  place  of,  and  remain  after  the  acute  condition,  and  death  may  ulti- 
mately follow.    Epilepsy  not  rarely  originates  in  this  way. 

Causes  CalmeiP  and  others  consider  that  men  are  far  more  subject 

to  cerebral  hyperemia  than  women,  and  I  think  clinical  experience  fully 
supports  their  views.  Some  occupations  and  vices  of  men  are  peculiarly 
apt  to  lead  to  disordered  states  of  the  circulation,  while  women,  as  it  w^ill 
be  seen,  are  not  aftected  nearly  so  often  as  the  other  sex,  and  generally 
suffer  only  at  the  menstrual  periods  or  when  there  is  a  retarded  flux.  It 
is  not  confined  to  any  age,  but  is  commonly  a  condition  of  middle  life, 
though  special  causes  may  influence  its  origin  at  other  periods. 

As  to  the  etiological  bearing  of  climate  and  temperature,  there  has  been 
much  discussion.  As  far  back  as  the  time  of  Hippocrates^  we  have  been 
told  that  it  is  a  condition  produced  or  aggravated  by  low  temperature,  in 
which  opinion  he  is  sustained  by  Aretasus.^  Cheyne  and  others  consider 
that  extreme  heat  favors  this  morbid  state,  and  Ilammond,  Andral,  and 
others  contend  that  the  greater  number  of  cases  occur  in  cold  weather. 

As  far  as  my  own  experience  is  concerned,  I  have  found,  that  either 
extreme,  heat  or  cold,  may  develop  the  disease,  but  the  greatest  number  of 
my  cases  have  arisen  from  exposure  to  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun,  or  have 
been  among  men  whose  avocation  led  them  to  pass  their  time  in  hot  places. 
Bakers,  sugar-refiners,  furnace-men,  glass-blowers,  etc.  etc.  are  often 
affected,  and  it  is  hard  to  say  whether  these  people,  or  those  who  overuse 
their  brains,  form  the  largest  number.  I  give  below  a  table  which  details 
the  occupation  of  160  of  these  patients. 


One  Hundred  and  Sixty  Cases' of  Cerebral  Hypercemia- 

—Occupation. 

Bartenders 

.  18 

Lawyers 

.  IG 

Bakers 

.  15 

Musicians 

2 

Blacksmiths 

.  19 

Merchants 

.  15 

Carpenters 

.  3 

Painters 

2 

Carpet-cleaners 

1 

Physicians 

6 

Foundrynien  . 

6 

Printers 

2 

Harness-makers 

2 

Reporters 

4 

Jewellers 

2 

Tailoi-s 

1 

Seamstresses 

5 

Teachers 

.  13 

Laundresses 

3 

Miscellaneous  . 

.  17 

Laborers 

.  8 

IGO 

'   Maladies  inflanimatoire  du  Cervcau. 
*  Aphor.,  Lect.  iii.  IG,  23. 

8  Aretseus  de  Signi  et  Caus.  morbd.  d.  lib.  1,  c.  7. 
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By  tliis  table  it  will  be  seen  that  64  were  individuals  whose  pursuits 
subjected  them  to  exposure  to  heat,  and  54  were  among  persons  who  were 
hard  students,  worried  business  men,  and  the  like. 

Immediately  after  the  heated  term  of  1872  I  saw  many  patients  whose 
cerebral  condition  was  produced  by  the  great  heat;  but  the  disease 
may  be  due  in  many  instances  to  exposure  and  cold,  or  is  at  least  greatly 
aggravated  by  low  temperature.  Perhaps  a  reason  for  this  may  be  tliat 
in  cold  Aveather  the  cutaneous  circulation  is  not  so  active  as  during  the 
warmer  season,  Avhen  the  sudorific  apparatus  requires  a  free  capillary 
circulation,  and  for  this  reason  there  is  a  determination  of  blood  to  tlie 
surface.  In  cases  of  sunstroke,  as  we  know,  the  skin  is  generally  parched 
and  dry. 

As  to  predisposing  causes  we  may  enumerate  them  as  follows:  Tlie 
organization  of  the  individual,  the  existence  of  other  disease,  his  habits, 
etc.  Two  classes  of  individuals  may  be  the  subjects  of  cerebral  hyperajmia 
— those  of  the  thick-set  plethoric  habit,  which  Reynolds  calls  the  "lax- 
fibred  constitution,"  and  those  who  are  spare,  well  knit,  and  of  nervous 
temperament.  These  latter  individuals  have  generally  hard,  rigid  arteries, 
are  past  middle  age,  and  are  usually  brain-workers. 

In  those  individuals  who  possess  a  well-developed  arterial  system,  but 
such  configuration  of  the  neck  and  head  as  to  prevent  venous  return,  there 
is  a  tendency  to  cerebral  fulness.  There  are  several  morbid  conditions 
which  markedly  influence  the  development  of  this  state — malaria,  renal 
and  cardiac  diseases,  and  syphilis  being  among  the  number.  In  patients 
with  enlarged  and  diseased  kidneys  which  are  unable  to  excrete  the  effete 
nitrogenous  waste  from  the  blood,  it  remains  in  the  circulation,  increasing 
blood  pressure,  and  necessitating  excessive  activity  and  rapidity  of  heart 
action.  Hypertrophy  of  that  organ  is  a  result,  and  the  walls  of  the  right 
ventricle  become  greatly  enlarged  ;  and  having  much  greater  force  than  it 
possesses  in  its  normal  condition,  it  forces  the  blood  with  great  energy  into 
the  cerebral  vessels,  and  as  a  result  there  is  produced  the  morbid  condition 
of  which  we  have  spoken.  Pulmonary  disease,  attended  by  diminished 
aerating  space,  sometimes  has  the  same  influence.  Gout  may  be  at  the 
origin  of  cerebral  hyperasmia ;  and,  as  I  have  said,  malaria  very  often  plays 
a  very  important  part  in  the  etiology. 

Sypliilis  I  have  found  to  have  much  to  do  with  cerebral  hyperannia.  In 
this  disease  this  condition  of  the  cerebral  vessels  is  not  uncommon  during 
the  secondary  and  tertiary  stages,  but  more  often  during  the  latter.  Men- 
tal perturbation  and  hysteria  seem  to  be  connected  with  these  forms. 

An  excessive  indulgence  in  alcohol,  immoderate  eating  and  drinking, 
or  the  abuse  of  tobacco ;  continued  venery,  and  disregard  of  the  ordinary 
calls  of  nature,  are  all  predisposing,  and  some  of  them  exciting,  causes. 
Protracted  or  unnatural  intellectual  labor,  emotional  disturbance,  mental 
strain,  and  intense  excitement  of  various  kinds,  are  additional  causes  of 
great  importance. 

Intellectual  labor  at  night,  particularly  when  there  is  a  gas-light  above 
the  head  of  the  patient,  or  prolonged  business  worry,  not  rarely  favors 
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the  cleterminatlon  of  blood  to  the  brain.  Night  editors,  students,  and 
workers  by  artificial  light  are  subject  to  this  condition,  and  eye-strain 
from  these  occupations  is  a  powerful  factor  in  the  causation. 

Myopia  and  various  errors  of  refraction  and  accommodation  are  some- 
times at  the  origin  of  severe  headaches  of  the  congestive  variety.  Pro- 
lon<ved  grief,  especially  when  the  patient  neglects  his  bodily  comfort, 
antf  passes  long  days  in  mourning,  eating  little,  and  gaining  no  sleep,  is 
also  a  cause.  The  acute  condition  is  not  rare  among  nurses  who  have  sat 
up  at  night ;  and  they,  as  well  as  other  night-workers,  are  very  apt  to 
combat  the  disposition  to  sleep  which  is  healthy,  by  stimulants,  coffee,  or 
other  agents,  and  after  a  short  period  a  disagreeable  state  of  congestion 
follows. 

As  distinct  exciting  causes  I  may  mention  alcoholic  abuse — pressure 
made  upon  the  veins  of  the  neck  by  tight  collars  or  other  articles  of  dress 
 sudden  exertion  of  any  kind,  such  as  straining  at  stool^  or  during  child- 
birth, and  lifting  heavy  weights.  In  one  of  my  patients,  the  simple  act 
of  bending  over  to  button  his  shoe  was  sufficient  to  produce  an  alarming 
condition  of  the  cerebral  circulation.  In  some  persons  the  condition  is 
aggravated,  or  attacks  of  the  severer  kind  are  precipitated  by  a  visit  to  the 
theatre  or  some  crowded  place  of  amusement,  where  ventilation  is  bad  and 
the  room  heated  to  a  high  temperature. 

Pathology.' — Almost  enough  has  been  said  to  explain  the  changes 
which  occur  during  the  development  of  a  morbid  state  of  intra-cranial 
circulation.  Fothergill  intelligently  divides  the  processes  which  may  induce 
this  condition  as  the  following:  1.  It  may  occur  as  a  vascular  form,  with 


'  By  far  the  most  important  and  interesting  part  of  the  study  of  brain  histology 
is  the  intricate  and  beautiful  arrangement  of  the  perivascular  space  discovered 
by  Robin*  and  His,f  and  described  by  them  as  well  as  by  Bastian,^  Fothergill, 
and  others.  His  demonstrates  the  existence  of  these  small  spaces  which 
siuTOunded  the  vessels,  than  which  they  were  several  times  larger.  He  found 
them  in  greater  numbers  in  the  gray  substance,  and  thought  he  discovered  a 
communication  between  the  spaces  in  the  brain  and  cord  and  certain  lymph-ducts 
in  the  pia  mater. 

Tlie  office  of  these  canals  which  loosely  contain  the  vessels,  with  which  they 
have  no  attachment,  is  a  most  important  one ;  for,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  force  of  blood  (particularly  that  which  goes  to  the  cerebrum)  is  moderated  by 
the  tortuous  course  of  the  ai'teries  after  they  enter  the  cranium,  and  their  com- 
plete subdivision  when  they  are  distributed  over  the  pia  mater,  the  nervous  sub- 
stance would  be  little  prepared  without  such  an  an-angement  for  sudden  and 
violent  accession  of  blood. 

This  space  or  cavity  about  all  of  the  vessels  enables  them  to  expand  to  a  great 
extent  without  any  actual  pressui'c  being  made  upon  the  adjacent  delicate  tissues. 
Wlien  such  a  determination  of  blood  occurs,  the  perivascular  fluid  is  driven  out  ot 
the  nervous  substance  proper,  and  after  the  liyperajmia  subsides,  returns  to  the 
spaces  about  the  vessels. 


*  Compte  Kendu  de  la  Soc.  Biol.,  Paris,  1855. 
t  Zeitsclirift  fUr  Wiss.  Zoologie,  Band  15. 

I  Notes  to  translation  of  His's  paper,  Journal  of  Anatomy,  vol.  1. 
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increased  blood  pressure,  sind  be  dependent  upon  extra-cranial  agencies. 
2.  It  may  result  from  tissue  alterations,  in  which  the  blood  is  attracted  to 
the  brain,  or  it  may  result  from  toxic  agents,  when  the  two  former  modes 
are  combined. 

Tlirough  the  cerebral  ventricular  connection  and  the  spaces  in  the 
arachnoid  we  iiave  reservoirs  for  accumulation  of  this  fluid,  when  the  blood 
pressure  is  diminished,  and  a  loose  and  capacious  receptacle  in  the  spinal 
arachnoid  sacs  for  containing  this  fluid  when  the  blood  pressure  is  above  the 
average,  so  that  the  balance  is  generally  preserved.  When  the  harmony 
of  this  arrangement  is  disturbed,  we  may  expect  to  find  evidences  of  such 
inequality. 

Now  the  question  of  the  extent  to  which  the  brain  may  be  compressed 
without  injury,  is  one  which  I  think  will  bear  more  discussion  than  it  has 
hitherto  received.  Not  only  are  the  present  means  for  experimentation 
inadequate,  but  there  are  certain  puzzling  questions  that  come  up  in  the 
most  unexpected  manner.  The  experiment  of  suspending  the  subject, 
constricting  the  vessels,  and  measuring  the  blood  pressure  by  instruments 
devised  for  the  purpose,  have  been  tried.  Dr.  Loring'  has  related  an  in- 
stance where  the  first  experiment  was  made,  and  I  shall  use  his  own 
words  :  "  I  would  mention  that  a  patient  of  mine,  the  acrobat  known  as 
the  '  Champion  Fly  Walker,'  informed  me  that  in  walking  across  the  ceil- 
ing of  a  theatre,  head  downwards,  he  never  felt  the  slightest  disturbance 
in  his  vision,  though  the  feat  occupied  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  This 
would  go  to  show,  also,  that  position  did  not  have  so  marked  an  influence 
on  the  quantity  of  either  blood  or  serum  in  the  interior  of  the  head  as  is 
now  believed  to  be  the  case.  For  it  hardly  seems  possible  that  the  quan- 
tity of  blood  could  be  either  increased  or  diminished  to  any  considerable 
degree,  even  at  the  expense  of  the  other  fluids,  and  yet  allow  one  to  main- 
tain for  so  long  a  time  such  a  complete  control  over  the  faculties,  espe- 
cially that  of  coordination,  as  to  perform  so  dangerous  a  feat,  and  one 
which  demanded  so  nice  an  application  of  the  senses.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
I  must  say  I  have  never  been  able  to  see  the  great  weight  of  Kellie's  and 
Burrows'  experiments  with  animals  wdiich  were  killed  and  then  suspended 
by  the  head  or  heels,  as  the  case  might  be." 

When  an  individual  is  thus  suspended,  we  are  furnished  with  all  the 
external  indications  of  cerebral  hyperasmia — the  flushed  face,  prominent 

eyes,  etc  but  consciousness  is  unimpaired,  and  is  not  lost  until  some 

time  has  elapsed.  This  question  is  of  interest,  for  it  suggests  the  idea  that 
perhaps  after  all  many  of  the  changes  in  cerebral  function  are  due  to  the 
shock  sustained  by  nerve-cells  by  the  sudden  accession  of  blood,  and  not 
so  much  to  the  mechanical  pressure  exerted. 

As  to  the  value  of  other  methods  for  studying  the  state  of  the  cerebral 
circulation  by  gauges,  watch-glasses  luted  into  the  skull,  etc.,  I  am  rather 
sceptical.     The  cranial  cavity  is,  of  course,  a  closed  cavity,  and  the 


'  Am.  Psycholog.  Journ.,  Nov.  1875. 
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blood  snpplv  of  its  contents  is  modified  by  the  pressure  of  the  bony  wall. 
Any  perforation  must  admit  the  external  air,  and  the  intra-cranial  blood 
is  then  circulating  under  an  atmospheric  pressure,  and  I  am  strongly 
convinced  such  variations  as  have  been  described  are  not  those  that  take 

place  in  the  normal  state.  ,    ,  ,  •  . 

I  have  said  suilicient  in  detailing  the  causes  of  cerebral  hyperajmia  to 
explain  any  pathological  processes,  the  description  of  which  I  may  now 

pass  over.  ,      .  , 

Morbid  Anatomy  Upon  removing  the  calvarmm  the  observer 

will  probably  meet  with  some  if  not  all  of  the  following  appearances. 
Dura  mater  and  underlying  membranes  injected  and  pink,  or  opal- 
escent, and  sometimes  quite  free  from  moisture,  resembling  in  this  re- 
spect a  piece  of  damp  sheepskin.    The  sinuses  may  be  filled  with  dark 
blood,  and  the  surface  of  the  brain  flattened  and  of  a  deeper  color  than 
normal.    The  convolutions  may  be  flattened  and  pressed  down  so  that 
the  sulci  are  defined  in  sharp  lines,  the  inner  surface  of  the  convolutions 
being  pressed  together.    The  surface  of  the  brain,  as  I  have  said,  is  dai-k, 
and  if  the  pia  nmter  is  torn  off  fluid  blood  may  escape  from  the  separated 
vessels.    Upon  making  sections  in  a  transverse  plane  the  observer  will  be 
sometimes  struck  by  the  appearance  of  a  pinkish  blush,  visible  in  spots, 
which  is  due  to  staining  by  hasmatoidin.    This  appearance,  alluded  to 
by  Fox,*  has  been  compared  to  spots  of  red  sand  dusted  on  the  surface. 
The  corpora  striata  are  of  a  very  deep  red  or  even  violet  color,  and  the 
white  matter  contains  small  puncta  which  are  red  or  dark  purple.  The 
vessels  are  generally  enlarged,  tortuous,  and  filled  with  quite  dark  blood. 
Calmeil*"  has  presented  the  records  of  autopsies  in  a  number  of  cases  of 
temporary  duration.    He  found  "  in  three  cases  that  the  cranial  bones 
were  notably  injected ;  in  three  the  vessels  of  the  dura  mater  Avere  con- 
gested ;  in  one  case  there  was  fibrinous  coagulation  in  the  longitudinal 
sinus ;  in  one  the  internal  surface  of  the  dura  mater  was  furrowed  by 
capillary  arborizations  ;  in  two  the  cavity  of  the  arachnoid  contained  liquid 
blood  and  bloody  humidity  ;  in  four  the  cerebral  pia  mater  was  generally 
congested ;  in  three  cases  it  was  reddened  by  extravasated  blood  ;  in  one 
the  pia  mater  adhered  in  spots  to  the  subjacent  convolutions  ;  in  one  these 
convolutions  on  the  right  side  were  swollen  ;  in  four  the  cortical  substance 
of  the  brain  was  generally  injected  and  more  or  less  colored  by  haamatosin," 
etc.  etc.    We  therefore  must  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  there  is  nothing 
remarkably  significant  in  regard  to  the  seat  of  the  congestion  or  its  form. 
The  violence  of  the  symptoms  will,  of  course,  be  proportionate  to  tlie  extent 
of  hypertemia,  though  this  is  not  always  the  rule ;  and  I  have  seen  cases,  and 
I  think  others  also  have,  in  which  profound  coma  and  speedy  death  were 
preceded  by  unmistakable  symptoms  of  hyperemia,  such  as  contraction  of 
the  pupils,  etc.,  and  after  death  very  slight  evidences  of  congestion  were 
perceptible.    Microscopical  examination  reveals  in  old  cases  a  condition 


'  Pathological  Anatomy  of  Nervous  Centres,  p.  55. 
"  Quoted  by  Fox,  p.  66. 
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which  has  been  called  by  various  writers  "  I'Etat  crible."  This  consists 
of  a  peculiar  spongy  worm-eaten  appearance.  Ariidt  says  that  when  these 
yniph-spaces  are  dilated  they  are  filled  with  effete  material  from  tlie 
brain  resembling  amyloid  substance  or  leucin,  called  by  him  hyaline.  The 
perivascular  spaces  are  very  large,  and  openings  of  some  size  are  found  at 
points  where  vessels  have  been  cut  across.    These  are  due  to  the  abnormal 

Fin;.  11. 


Distended  Perivascular  Spaces,  witli  Atropliy.  (FotUergiU.) 

pressure  made  by  the  distended  vessel  and  the  destruction  of  adjacent 
nervous  tissue.  Calmeil,  Van  der  Kolk,  Durand-Fardel,  and  lately  Arndt,^ 
have  accounted  for  them  as  the  result  of  oedema  of  the  perivascular  space. 
This  appearance  is  a  constant  one  in  all  brains  where  there  has  been 
continued  hypera^mia,  and  especially  in  the  brains  of  drunkards.  The 
bloodvessels,  when  not  destroyed,  will  be  found  to  be  tortuous  and  varicose, 
and  coated  oftentimes  by  a  granular  shining  deposit.  The  pia  mater  is 
thickened,  and  its  vessels  present  the  appearance  just  described  perhaps 
better  than  any  other  tissue. 

Diagnosis. — The  condition  in  its  early  stages  may  be  mistaken  for 
the  opposite  state,  cerebral  anasmia  ;  in  fact,  the  diagnosis  is  always  full 
of  difficulties. 

An  inspection  of  the  following  table  may,  however,  furnish  us  witli 
hints  so  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  separate  cerebral  congestion  from 
cerebral  anaamia.  It  will  be  observed  that  some  of  the  symptoms  are 
closely  allied. 


Virchow's  Ai'chiv,  Ixiii.  p.  24. 
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CEREBRAL  CONGESTION. 

Headache  (generally  diffused). 

Koises  in  the  ears,  genenilly  "rum- 
bling," or  singing. 

Mental  disturbance — loss  of  memory, 
hallucination. 

Pupils  contracted. 

No  heart  sounds,  except  perhaps  those 
of  insufficiency.    Pulse  full. 

Urine  not  increased,  generally  con- 
tains m-ates  and  phosphates. 


CEREBRAL  ANAEMIA. 

Headache  (chiefly  vertical.) 
Noises  in  the  ears  (generally  sharp  or 
short) . 

Mental   disturbance — incapacity  for 
mental  work. 
Pupils  dilated. 

Pulse  in-itable,  aortic  murmurs,  sph}'g- 
mographic  tracing  almost  straight. 

Urine  passed  in  large  quantities,  is 
clear  and  limpid. 


In  the  apoplectic,  convulsive,  and  paralytic  forms  there  is  little  danger 
of  making  a  mistake. 

These  phenomena  are  sometimes  liable  to  be  mistaken  for  meningeal  or 
cerebral  hemorrhages,  cerebral  embolism  or  thrombosis,  epilepsy,  urismic 
coma,  etc. 

The  apoplectic  variety  may  be  confused  with  cerebral  or  meningeal 
hemorrhage.  When  we  bear  in  mind  that  in  the  former  there  is  generally 
almost  transitory  loss  of  consciousness  and  motor  power,  that  hemiplegia 
is  not  always  present,  and  that  marked  stertor  is  rai'ely  found,  there  is  no 
room  for  a  mistake  in  diagnosis. 

The  other  varieties  of  cerebral  trouble,  namely,  embolism  and  throm- 
bosis, may  be  disposed  of  by  calling  to  mind  the  sudden  appearance  of 
symptoms  in  the  former  ;  its  association  with  cardiac  vegetations,  and  its 
permanent  after-effects. 

A  case  of  this  kind  presents  itself  to  my  mind.  A  gentleman,  brought 
to  me  by  Dr.  Asch,  of  New  York,  had  been  told  by  some  friend  that  his 
nervous  symptoms  were  due  to  embolism.  They  were  these  :  Three 
months  before,  while  sitting  in  his  studio,  he  lost  consciousness,  and  fell 
over  upon  an  unfinished  picture.  He  was  conscious  of  his  condition,  but 
could  not  help  himself.  The  room  became  dark,  and  he  "  saw  spots  before 
his  eyes."  He  recovered  himself  in  a  few  minutes,  and  resumed  his 
work.  A  week  ago  a  similar  attack  occurred  as  he  was  crossing  the  street, 
but  he  was  unable  to  rise  from  the  mud  before  assistance  came.  He  had 
been  womed  by  his  business,  had  worked  very  hard,  and  had  kept  irregu- 
lar hours.  There  was  no  aural  disease.  On  neither  occasion  did  the 
attack  occur  after  a  hearty  meal.  lie  had  no  heart  symptoms  at  all. 
After  each  attack  he  recovered  when  he  took  the  needed  rest,  and  then 
saw  no  evidence  of  permanent  trouble.  The  suddenness  of  his  attack 
suggested  embolism,  but  as  no  paralysis  nor  aphasia  followed,  and  no 
after-symptoms  remained,  it  seemed  out  of  the  question  to  consider  this 
his  disease.    I  made  the  diagnosis  of  local  cerebral  hyperasmia. 

With  embolism  there  is  also  generally  pallor  of  the  face,  and  absence  of 
vascular  excitement. 

Thrombosis  is  a  disease  of  slow  and  steady  progress,  with  well-marked 
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symptoms,  jiiul  fiiuilly  decidcid  homiplcgia.  Aphasia  is  also  a  character- 
istic accompaniment  of  tiirombosis  as  well  as  embolism. 

Cerebral  softening  can  hardly  be  mistaken  for  tlie  disease  under  con- 
sideration, because  the  former  is  nearly  always  preceded  by  jjartial  cerebral 
aniumia,  or  else  some  distinctly  inflammatory  trouble.  In  cerebral  softening 
there  is  decided  local  pain,  very  intense,  and  never  absent.  Convulsive 
movements,  paralysis,  and  other  decided  indications  mark  the  course  of 
the  softening. 

Ura'mic  coma  may  be  distinguished  by  its  deep  character,  and  usually 
by  an  examination  of  the  patient's  urine. 

The  epileptic  attacks  of  cerebral  congestion  resemble  those  of  ti'ue  epi- 
lepsy very  closely,  and  in  many  cases  we  must  not  be  too  positive.  There 
is,  however,  rarely  any  disposition  to  sleep,  and  the  attacks  are  generally 
preceded  by  some  excitement,  and  are  not  ushered  in  by  the  cry. 

Prognosis — The  lighter  forms  of  this  morbid  condition  are  usually 
amenable  to  treatment,  at  least  this  has  been  my  own  experience.  Of 
course  we  must  be  governed  by  the  duration  of  the  disease,  the  existence 
of  other  affections  of  an  organic  nature,  and  the  age  of  our  patient.  If 
he  be  over  fifty  his  chances  of  ultimate  recovery  are  bad,  but  if  he  has 
not  passed  middle  life,  and  the  condition  is  directly  dependent  upon  some 
exciting  cause  that  can  be  easily  removed,  we  may  express  ourselves  more 
cheerfully.  The  existence  of  calcareous  vessels  is  not  an  agreeable  cir- 
cumstance, nor  the  fact  that  he  has  had  previous  attacks  of  an  apoplectic 
or  paralytic  nature.  Perhaps  the  most  grave  prognosis  is  attached  to  the 
maniacal  form  in  which  the  delirium  is  not  violent  nor  noisy,  but  incessant 
muttering,  and  in  which  there  is  a  restlessness  and  desire  for  constant 
muscular  exertion.  The  great  danger  seems  to  be  in  the  continuance  of 
the  hypertemic  condition,  and  the  possibility  of  its  termination  in  cerebral 
hemorrhage,  meningitis,  «erebritis,  or  other  organic  affections.  "With  a 
hypertrophied  ventricle  and  renal  disease  tlie  patient  has  little  to  be  thank- 
ful for,  and  Ave  must  always  give  such  cases  a  very  guarded  prognosis. 

Treatment  Of  course  the  first  indication,  after  inquiry  into  the 

patient's  habits  and  mode  of  life,  is  to  discover  and  remove  the  predispos- 
ing and  exciting  causes  if  possible.  The  next  is  to  diminish  blood  pressure, 
and  restore  the  lost  equilibrium  of  the  intracranial  blood  pressure  both  by 
local  and  general  treatment. 

In  the  majority  of  cases,  the  most  simple  treatment,  with  attention  paid 
to  the  patient's  bad  habits,  will  generally  remove  the  condition.  Absti- 
nence from  alcohol  in  some  cases,  attention  to  the  bowels,  and  tiie  pre- 
caution of  keeping  the  head  cool  and  the  neck  unconfined,  are  the  first 
observances  to  be  followed  by  the  physician  and  patient. 

If  the  condition  be  continued,  or  not  relieved  by  these  means,  we  may 
make  use  of  several  remedies,  among  them  the  bromides  (F.  23,  F.  6), 
ergot  (F.  5),  and  hydrobromic  acid  (F.  15).  The  bromides,  which  were, 
I  believe,  first  used  for  this  purpose  by  Clifford  Albutt,  and  Drummond, 
promptly  effect  a  diminution  in  arterial  tension  and  cerebral  blood  pressure. 
Max  Schuler  is  of  the  opinion  that  they  contract  the  small  vessels,  while 


CEREBRAL  II YPERiEMI A. 


81 


Nortlinagle  thinks  tlicii-  chief  action  is  njion  the  nerve  cells.  The  bromide 
of  sodium  I  consider  the  most  potent  of  these  sfilts,  and  in  doses  of  twenty 
grains,  three  times  a  day,  we  may  expect  the  best  results.  It  is  well  to  com- 
bine it  with  some  cardiac  sedative  Avhen  there  is  tumultuous  heart  action, 
or  with  some  heart  tonic  when  there  is  a  suspicion  that  the  heart  impulse 
is  not  sutficient  to  properly  drive  the  blood  through  the  brain.  Aconite  in 
one  case,  or  digitalis  in  the  other,  is  a  good  agent,  and  may  be  combi)ied 
with  other  drugs  (FF.  1,  2).  If  there  be  much  excitement,  and  the  mind 
of  the  individual  be  irritable,  chloral  may  be  advantageously  administered 
(FF.  4,  3). 

Ergot  or  its  aqueous  extract  is  sometimes  of  great  benefit  in  these 
cases.  Dr.  Kitchen  has  fully  described  its  virtues,  and  my  own  experi- 
ence is  directly  contirmatory  of  all  that  he  has  said.  In  doses  of  5j  tliree 
times  a  day,  the  fluid  extract  may  be  safely  administered.  Squibb's  or 
Bonjean's  watery  extract,  in  five-grain  doses,  may  be  given  alone  or  in 
combination  Avitli  the  bromide.  Should  the  patient  be  very  much  debili- 
tated, for  this  condition  is  not  rarely  connected  with  general  debility, 
we  may  give  strychnia,  phosphorus,  iron,  or  quinine  (FF.  8,  9,  10,  11, 
12),  though  extreme  care  should  be  taken  in  deciding  when  they  are  useful 
or  contraindicated. 

If  our  patient  should  not  be  able  to  bear  iron,  we  may  substitute  either 
zinc  or  arsenic  (FF.  13,  14).  In  the  forms  where  this  treatment  is  re- 
quired, viz.,  those  where  there  seems  to  be  a  sluggishness  of  the  circulating 
blood,  it  is  well  to  use  this  treatment  instead  of  the  bromides  or  ergot. 

During  sudden  attacks,  local  blood-letting  is  advisable,  leeches  being 
applied  to  both  ears,  and  cups  over  the  mastoid  processes.  Cold  to  the 
upper  part  of  the  head,  applied  by  means  of  a  bladder  or  ice  bag  filled 
with  cold  water  or  powdered  ice,  are  important  branches  of  treatment. 
I  direct  my  patients  to  apply  cold  to  the  back  of  the  neck  for  fifteen 
minutes,  every  night  and  morning,  and  find  that  it  succeeds  admirably. 

A  drug  spoken  of  before  is  hydrobromic  acid,  which  I  have  found  to  be 
a  valuable  and  powerful  anasmiant. 

In  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Times  of  October  28,  1876,  the  reader 
will  find  an  article  in  which  I  first  advocated  the  use  of  a  solution  of  hydro- 
bromic acid  in  cerebral  hyperasmia. 

Dr.  Fothergill  in  a  subsequent  article  confirmed  my  views  most  fully, 
and  I  have  since  been  gratified  to  find  how  my  expectations  were  realized 
by  a  more  extended  use  of  the  remedy. 

In  small  doses  it  acts  very  much  as  do  the  bromides,  but  with  much 
more  intensity.  Half  a  drachm  is  fully  equal  to  one  drachm  of  the  bromide 
of  potassium.  It  differs,  however,  in  the  want  of  permanence  of  its  effects, 
the  bases  of  the  bromic  salts  seeming  to  favor  retention. 

My  own  experience  in  its  use  has  been  limited  ;  but  from  the  inspection 
of  the  following  cases,  which  are  briefly  sketched,  its  value  will  be  appre- 
ciated. 

Cask  I — Miss  C,  aged  24,  school-teacher  in  a  large  public  school-room, 
many  hours,  the  air  of  which  is  veiy  impure,  and  towards  the  end  of  the 
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day  hor  lieiukclic  hcriua.  "  Iler  lioad  .seems  too  big  for  her  body,"  face 
flushed,  eyes  red,  respiriitioii  troubled.  (This  was  the  condition  before 
the  summer  liolidays.)  A  vuciition  did  very  little  good.  She  now  com- 
plains of  the  same  symptoms.  Towards  niglit,  her  temporal  vessels  throl); 
she  has  "  rushes  of  blood."  Tiiere  luis  been  some  dysmenorrhea.  On 
August  28,  she  consulted  me,  when  I  prescribed  hydrobromic  acid  3j,  t.  i. 
d.  Sept.  14,  entirely  relieved.  A  menstrual  period  was  afterwards  passed 
without  pain. 

Case  JI — G.  J.,  31,  clerk.  At  his  desk  many  liours  daily.  Complains 
of  confusion  of  ideas,  inability  to  fix  his  mind  upon  his  work,  indisposed 
to  exertion,  smokes  to  excess,  insomnia,  and  incapacity  for  work.  The 
top  of  his  head  is  hot,  and  the  conjunctivas  injected.  HBr.  3j,  t.  i.  d. 
Complete  relief  in  a  week.    This  condition  had  lasted  several  months. 

Case  III — Mr.  D.,  36,  "  man  about  town."  His  habits  are  bad  ; 
drinks  hard,  and  keeps  very  late  hours.  Is  being  treated  for  syphilitic 
trouble.  Has  had  head-fulness,  insomnia,  indisposition  to  take  exercise, 
gradual  loss  of  memory  for  the  past  ten  years.  He  formerly  masturljated. 
Very  hysterical  and  worried  about  himself.  There  are  many  dysajsthesiix;, 
but  also  evidences  of  head-trouble.  The  eyes  are  red,  prominent,  and 
watery,  and  the  temporal  vessels  stand  out  like  cords.  At  night  lus  sleep 
is  troubled,  and  it  is  some  time  before  he  can  forget  himself.  His  urine 
contains  phosphatic  deposits.  HBr.  3j,  t,  i.  d.,  before  eating.  Two  months 
after  (Sept.  15),  perfectly  well,  except  syphilis. 

Case  IV — Miss  M.  E.  R.,  22.  Insomnia  is  the  condition  which  most 
annoys  this  patient,  and  when  in  bed  her  feet  become  cold.  "  It  seems," 
she  said,  "  as  if  all  the  thoughts  -I  ever  had  were  crowded  into  the  long 
weary  hours  I  pass  before  sleep  comes."  She  fears  insanity,  and  is  in  a 
pitiable  mental  state.  The  bromides  have  lost  their  effect.  A  drachm 
and  a  half  of  hydrobromic  acid  procured  sleep  the  first  night. 

With  regard  to  diet  and  indulgence  in  alcohol  and  tobacco,  tea  or  coffee, 
it  is  impossible  to  lay  down  any  arbitrary  rules.  I  may  begin,  however, 
by  interdicting  all  the  meats  difficult  of  digestion,  and  recommending  a 
non-nitrogenous  diet.  Veal,  corned-beef,  pork,  and  certain  vegetables, 
such  as  cabbage,  cauliflower ;  or  nuts,  spices,  bananas,  and  other  aromatic 
or  fatty  substances,  are  not  to  be  thought  of.  Simplicity  of  diet  is  to  be 
insisted  upon.  Meats  should  be  broiled,  roasted,  or  baked  ;  and  vegeta- 
bles boiled.  If  the  patient's  comfort  is  dependent  upon  tea  or  cofl'ee,  it 
would  be  well  to  permit  him  to  indulge  in  them  to  a  reasonable  extent.  I 
do  not  consider  tobacco  is  the  dangerous  agent  that  it  is  often  said  to  be. 
If  the  individual  be  a  smoker,  I  think  his  after-dinner  cigar  need  not  be 
cut  off,  and  a  glass  or  two  of  wine  is  not  in  the  least  harmful.  Burgundy, 
Port,  or  other  full-bodied  wines  should  be  given  up  as  a  matter  of  course. 
The  abuse  of  alcohol  and  tobacco  is  to  be  looked  after  and  stopped,  if  we 
have  any  reason  to  think  that  the  patient  has  these  bad  habits.  Open-air 
exercise  ;  cold  baths,  with  friction  ;  or  the  Turkish  bath,  and  other  agents 
that  tend  to  improve  the  cutaneous  circulation,  do  a  great  deal  of  good, 
and  are  to  be  indulged  in.  We  must  insist  upon  the  avoidance  of  excite- 
ment, dissipation,  and  late  hours  and  theatre-going;  and  it  may  be  well  to 
lay  before  our  patient  what  may  be  the  result  of  such  imprudence.  Should 
we  be  called  in  to  find  that  the  disease  has  manifested  itself  in  either  of 
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the  forms  I  have  alhided  to  (the  apoplectic,  convulsive,  paralytic,  or 
maniacal),  we  must  order  perfect  quiet,  darken  the  room,  and  use  every 
means  in  our  power  to  reduce  the  cerebral  blood  pressure. 

c p:re BRAL  I-IEMORRH AG E. 

Synonyms  Apoplexy.    Hajmorrhagia  cerebria  (Lat.).  Apoplexie 

cerebrale;  liivmatcencephalie ;  coup  de  sang;  hwrnorrhagie  c6r6brale  (Fr.). 
Hirnapoplexieen  (Ger.). 

Definition.-;— When  through  disease  of  a  vessel  its  walls  are  unable 
to  withstand  tlie  pressure  of  contained  blood,  a  hemorrhage  takes  place, 
and  the  nervous  substance  in  the  neighborhood  may  be  subjected  to  pres- 
sure. The  severity  of  the  resulting  symptoms  depends,  of  course,  upon 
the  importance  of  the  parts  which  may  be  the  seat  of  the  accident,  and 
upon  the  extent  of  the  hemorrhage. 

Symptoms  I  have  already  alluded,  when  speaking  of  cerebral  con- 
gestion, to  light  forms  of  hemiplegia  of  temporary  duration,  which  were 
dependent  upon  slight  hemorrhages  resulting  from  cerebral  congestion. 
We  will  now  deal  with  a  form  of  cerebral  hemorrhage  of  a  more  serious 
character,  and  it  may  be  stated  that  the  brain  is  probably  more  liable  to 
hemorrhage  than  any  other  organ,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  the 
spleen.^ 

Bastian  has  made  the  classification  which  I  think  it  well  to  follow.  He 
divides  cerebral  hemorrhage  into  three  forms,  in  regard  to  the  onset  of 
symptoms  :  (1)  The  apoplectiform  ;  (2)  the  epileptiform  ;  (3)  the  simple, 
in  which  there  is  neither  loss  of  consciousness,  nor  convulsions.  The 
jirst  may  be  considered  as  a  sudden  and  profound  loss  of  consciousness, 
which  may  or  may  not  disappear  ;  but,  if  it  does,  a  certain  amount  of  hemi- 
plegia will  remain.  The  epileptiform  resembles  the  first,  but,  in  addition 
to  the  coma,  there  are  convulsions.  As  I  have  said,  the  simple  variety 
may  not  be  connected  with  any  loss  of  consciousness,  the  patient,  perhaps, 
awaking  in  the  morning  and  finding  himself  deprived  of  power,  or  noticing 
such  a  loss  when  some  movement  is  attempted. 

Prodromata — Cerebral  hemorrhage  occurs  generally  in  individuals  in 
whom  some  well-developed  chronic  trouble  has  paved  the  Avay.  This  is 
the  rule,  although  in  many  cases  it  may  be  the  result  of  some  recent  dis- 
ease. When  we  come  to  speak  of  pathology  and  morbid  anatomy,  these 
general  diseases,  and  their  influence  in  the  production  of  degeneration  of 
the  cerebral  arteries,  will  be  discussed  ;  it  is  only  necessary  now  to  describe 
the  forms  of  expression  of  the  preparatory  stages.  It  is  not  always  neces- 
sary to  look  for  indications  spoken  of  by  Ilughlings  Jackson. ^  '»TIie 
careful  clinical  observer  considers  minor  degenerative  ciianges,  baldness, 
grayness  of  hair,  the  state  of  skin,  and  worn  teeth.  He  inquires  for  the 
history  of  gout  and  intemperance." 


'  Paralysis  from  Brain  Disease,  p.  14. 

'  Cerebral  HemoiThage,  "Reynolds'  System  of  Medicine." 
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Tlie  appeariuice  of  tlicse  individuals  in  whom  an  apoplectic  effusion 
may  be  looked  for,  maybe  of  two  kinds.    1.  Tlic  tliiek-necked,  red-faced, 
and  i'ull-blooded.    2.  'J'lic  fair,  long-necked,  or  aged  persons,  in  whom  the 
radial  arteries  are  hard,  and  feel  very  much  like  strings  of  beads  or  pipe- 
stems  beneath  the  skin.    The  existence  of  renal  trouble  also  contributes  to 
the  development  of  an  arterial  state  which  favors  rupture,  and  we  should 
look  for  other  indications  of  this  trouble.    Many  of  the  symptoms  of  cere- 
bral hyperismia  may  be  precursors  of  those  that  follow  cerebral  hemor- 
rhage.   For  several  days  tiie  patient  may  have  headache,  formication  at  the 
extremities  as  if  pins  and  needles  were  being  thrust  into  the  skin,  perhaps 
a  slight  anresthesia  of  the  arm  or  leg  of  one  side  ;  his  speech  may  be  thick 
and  clumsy,  or  he  may  drop  a  word  here  and  there,  and  his  eyes  may  be 
red  and  full  of  tears ;  dizziness,  musca;  volitantes  dependent  upon  retinal 
extravasation,  and  nose-bleed  may  all  be  indications  of  increased  blood 
pressure.    These  last  two  forerunners  of  cerebral  hemorrhage  may  recur 
at  intervals  for  some  time  before  the  actual  rupture  of  the  vessel.  The 
retinal  trouble  may  be  of  long  duration,  and  is  of  decided  importance  as 
an  evidence  of  the  degenerate  condition  of  the  cerebral  vessel,  and  should 
invariably  be  regarded  with  suspicion.    An  atrophy  of  the  optic  papillae 
with  spots  of  blanching  at  the  fundus,  such  as  we  find  to  be  the  result  of 
Bright's  disease,  is  also  suggestive  at  times  of  a  tendency  to  cerebral  hem- 
orrhage.   To  this  list  of  prodromata  may  be  added  vomiting  and  stupor ; 
but  these  are  connected  with  so  many  varieties  of  brain  disease  that  they 
may  only  be  considered  as  important  Avhen  occurring  in  conjunction  with 
the  trouble  to  which  I  have  just  alluded.    A  very  serious  premonitory 
symptom  is  paralysis  of  one  limb  or  certain  isolated  muscles,  which  indi- 
cates organic  disease.    After  a  variable  time,  during  which  some  or  all  of 
these  antecedent  symptoms  may  be  observed,  the  vascular  accident  may 
occur.    Its  onset  may  take  place  in  two  ways  :  («)  In  connection  with 
profound  loss  of  consciousness  and  suddenly.    (6)  Gradually,  Avithout  loss 
of  consciousness.    We   may  call  the  first  the  apoplectic   attack.  Its 
common  history  is  the  following,  and  -vve  may  take  as  an  illustrative  case 
a  male  aged  50.    The  patient,  who  is  of  full  habit,  short,  red-faced,  and 
corpulent,  had  pi'obably  led  a  rather  dissipated  life.    While  reading  his 
paper,  after  an  unusually  hearty  dinner,  he  suddenly  fell  to  the  floor  in  an 
unconscious  condition ;  his  breathing  is  stertorous,  the  cheeks  and  lips 
being  puffed  out  by  each  expiration  ;  his  face  is  dark,  or  perhaps  very 
pale,  the  pupils  dilated  and  insensible  to  light,  and  his  eyeballs  are  fixed, 
turned  upward,  and  drawn  to  one  side.    If  the  nostril  be  tickled  no  reflex 
movements  follow,  and  the  same  is  the  case  if  the  soles  of  the  feet  be 
titillated.    He  is  limp,  and  lies  upon  the  floor  in  an  inanimate  heap ;  the 
pulse  will  be  found  to  be  hard  and  full,  but  not  very  rapid,  and  if  his  tem- 
perature be  taken  it  will  probably  not  exceed  97°,  or  perhaps  is  half  a 
degree  lower.    He  is  taken  up  and  placed  in  bed,  and  after  a  while  may 
make  some  slight  voluntary  movement  with  the  limbs  of  one  side  of  the 
body.    It  Avill  be  seen  that  the  others  are  without  power,  for  if  the  leg  or 
arm  of  the  paralyzed  side  be  lifted  and  released  it  will  fall  to  the  bed  as 
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a  dead  Avei"ht.  After  an  hour  or  two,  tickling  of  the  sole  of  the  unafFccted 
foot  will  bo  followed  by  a  drawing  up  of  the  sound  leg.  The  eyes  are 
still  rolled  up  and  turned  away  from  the  paralyzed  side  of  the  body,  and 
the  edc^es  of  the  irides  are  covered  by  the  inner  canthus  of  one  palpebral 
commissure,  and  by  the  outer  canthus  of  the  other.  The  eyeballs  may 
be  sometimes  slightly  agitated  by  a  feeble  movement  of  a  nystagmic 
character.  It  will  be  found,  on  removing  the  patient's  clothing,  that  he 
has  unconsciously  voided  his  urine  and  feces.  This  condition  may  last  for 
a  few  hours,  the  coma  remaining  profound,  and  the  temperature  rising  to 
103  to  105  degrees,  and  the  pulse  advancing,  when  death  takes  place ;  or 
it  may  be  followed  in  an  hour  or  two  by  slight  signs  of  returning  intelli- 
gence, an  increase  of  temperature,  say  to  100°,  with  sliglit  abatement  of 
the  regular  respiration,  disappearance  of  stertor,  and  the  unnatural  devia- 
tion of  the  eyes,  when  his  temperature  may  return  to  the  normal  standard, 
and  the  patient  so  far  recover  consciousness  as  to  be  able  to  recognize 
those  about  him,  and  express  himself  by  simple  words,  as  "yes"  or  "no." 
The  urine  has  to  be  drawn  for  a  day  or  two,  and  the  bed-pan  used,  as  the 
bladder  and  rectum  are  implicated. 

This  form  of  cerebral  hemorrhage  may  be  connected  with  an  epilepti- 
form attack  in  the  beginning,  and  the  convulsion  may  be  either  confined 
to  one  side  or  be  general.  It  would  be  w^ell,  before  going  further,  to  dwell 
upon  certain  elements  of  the  apoplectic  attack  and  analyze  the  symptoms. 

THE  PSTCHICAL  DISTURBANCES. 

Sudden  compression  of  the  cerebral  mass  is  always  attended  by  uncon- 
sciousness, but  it  is  a  curious  fact  that  slowly  developed  growths,  such  as 
large  tumors  or  abscesses,  seem  to  accommodate  themselves  to  the  sur- 
rounding tissues,  so  that  sometimes  no  loss  of  consciousness  occurs  what- 
ever. I  have  seen  a  large  abscess  occupying  an  extensive  tract  of  one 
hemisphere  without  producing  the  least  loss  of  consciousness.  The  large 
effusions  which  produce  unconsciousness  are,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Hutch- 
inson,' productive  of  the  psychical  condition,  by  inducing  anemia  of 
other  parts  through  sudden  pressure.  Small  clots  are  undoubtedly  pro- 
ductive of  suspended  consciousness,  by  cutting  off  either  a  large  vessel,  or 
by  injury  to  some  important  sensory  ganglion  at  the  base  of  the  brain,  such 
as  the  corpus  striatum. 

Consciousness  is  either  restored  through  the  re-establishment  of  the 
blood  supply  or  the  subsidence  of  shock,  except  where  the  hemorrhage 
has  taken  place  in  the  medulla."-' 


'  London  Hospital  Reports,  vol.  iv.,  1867. 

^  The  variiition  in  the  loss  of  consciousness  is  of  great  importance  to  the  physi- 
cian, especially  in  regard  to  prognosis.  In  severe  cases  there  may  be  slight 
improvement  in  this  respect.  The  patient's  intelligence  returns  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  inspire  his  friends  with  some  degi'ec  of  hope ;  but  there  is  often  a 
sudden  relapse  to  the  original  state  of  coma,  dependent  upon  fresh  homoiThage. 
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RESPIRATORY  DISTURBANCES. 

Stcrtor  is  iui  importunt  symptom,  and  slioiiUl  always  be  looked  ui)oii 
with  alarm.  It  is  indicative  generally  of  some  lesion  of  the  base,  and 
nearly  always  lasts  until  death,  if  there  be  a  very  large  effusion,  but  dis- 
appears after  a  few  hours  if  recovery  is  to  take  place.  Respiration  under- 
goes very  decided  modification.  Ilughlings  Jackson,'  in  speaking  of 
disturbed  respiration,  says  :  "  Again,  not  only  is  the  rate  of  respiration  to 
be  considered,  but  the  character  of  the  respiratory  movements  are  to  be 
noted.  As  they  quicken  in  rate,  so  do  they  become  more  extensive  in 
range,  though  such  respiration  is  still  short.  Thus  in  the  first  stage  there 
may  be  only  quiet  action  of  the  diaphragm,  but  at  length  the  sides  of  the 
chest  evert  strongly  in  inspiration,  the  abdominal  movement  being  less 
obvious,  and  at  length  the  upper  thorax  takes  part  in  the  process.  In 
severe  cases  the  epigastrium  sinks  in  during  inspiration.  This  is  probably 
partly  owing  to  elevation  of  the  attachments  of  the  diaphragm  from  in- 
creased action  of  the  sides  of  the  thorax,  and  partly  to  pushing  down  of 
the  diaphragm  by  increasing  bulk  of  the  lungs  from  congestion  or  ojdema." 

CONDITION  OF  THE  EYES. 

Prevost,^  Vulpian,  Lockhart  Clark,  and  others  were  among  the  first  to 
call  attention  to  a  peculiar  diagnostic  point  which,  though  not  always  pres- 
ent, is  of  great  value  when  it  occurs.  This  has  been  known  as  "  conjugate 
deviation."  During  the  apoplectic  condition  the  eyes  of  the  individual 
will  be  fixed,  so  that  they  look  upwards  and  outwards,  towards  the  side 
of  the  lesion,  and  away  from  the  paralyzed  side  of  the  body  ;  the  only 
exception  being  when  the  lesion  is  in  or  behind  the  pons.  It  is  more 
often  seen  when  the  attacks  are  sudden,  and  it  is  a  phenomenon  of  short 
duration,  lasting  at  the  most  but  a  few  days.  During  sleep  the  condition 
subsides,  and  the  eyeballs  are  restored  to  their  normal  state,  but  imme- 
diately on  awaking  they  return  to  this  position,  and  in  spite  of  the  pa- 
tient's effort  the  axis  of  vision  cannot  be  changed.  When  the  effusion 
is  a  large  one,  or  when  the  onset  is  epileptiform,  the  pupils  are  at  first 
very  wildly  dilated  ;  but  when  there  exists  a  lesion  in  the  pons  the  pupil 
which  corresponds  to  the  side  of  the  lesion  is  greatly  contracted.  Unequal 
dilatation,  however,  is  not  of  very  great  diagnostic  value.  If  a  lesion  in 
the  pons  be  extensive,  both  are  contracted. 

TEMPERATURE  AND  PULSE. 

Thanks  to  Bourneville,'  we  are  enabled  to  study  systematically  the 
variations  of  temperature.     He  divides  the  cases  into  four  groups:  1. 


'  Op.  cit.,  p.  548.  *  Gazette  Hebdom.,  Oct.  13,  1865. 

3  Etudes  eliniques  et  thermometriques  sur  les  Maladies  du  Systfeine  nerveux, 
Paris,  1872. 
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Copious  cerebral  hemorrha-e,  rapidly  fatal,  and  attended  by  lowered  tem- 
perature. 2.  Cerebral  hemorrliage,  terminating  fatally  in  from  one  to  two 
days,  in  wliich  tlie  temperature  is  primarily  lowered  and  afterward  height- 
ened'. 3.  Fatal  cases  in  which  deatli  takes  place  in  from  two  to  six  days. 
In  these,  as  in  other  forms,  there  is  at  first  depressed  temperature,  next  a 
i-eturn  to  the  normal  standard,  with  slight  variations,  and  finally  a  decided 
rise.  4.  Favorable  cases,  in  whicli  there  are  the  primary  lowering,  a  sec- 
ondary rise,  and  final  return  to  the  standard  of  health. 

These  variations  in  temperature  range  between  96  and  108  degrees 
Fahrenheit  (rectal  temperature).  The  pulse  variation  bears  but  slight 
relation  to  the  fluctuation  of  the  body  heat.  In  the  four  classes  spoken 
of,  we  may  consider  in  the  first,  that  the  pulse  is  full  and  slow,  ranging 
from  55  to  Go.  With  the  rise  of  temperature  which  characterizes  the 
others,  it  becomes  greatly  accelerated,  beating  oftentimes  120  or  130  per 
minute,  losing  its  full  character,  and  becoming  small  and  irritable,  and  if 
death  occurs,  grows  gradually  w^eaker.  If  recovery  follows  the  attack, 
there  is  a  gradual  return  to  its  normal  rate.  Of  course,  this  must  be  a 
very  unsatisfactory  consideration  of  the  state  of  the  pulse,  for  the  apoplec- 
tic condition  is  not  always  the  same,  collapse  and  reaction  varying  greatly 
in  regiird  to  their  occurrence  and  duration ;  so  the  pulse,  as  well  as  respira- 
tion and  temperature,  undergoes  many  irregular  modifications. 


ATTACKS  WITHOUT  LOSS  OF  CONSCIOUSNESS. 


The  other  form,  in  which  the  individual  preserves  his  consciousness,  is 
not  so  serious  a  condition  as  that  just  described.  The  person  may  present 
some  of  the  premonitory  symptoms  already  mentioned,  or,  on  the  other 
hand,  may  receive  no  Avarning,  but  while  engaged  in  any  ordinary  occu- 
pation may  suddenly  find  one-half  of  his  body  to  be  paralyzed,  and  be  un- 
able to  communicate  with  those  about  him,  there  being  slight  aphasia. 
With  the  paralysis  there  may  be  anaesthesia.  This  state  of  affairs  may 
begin  during  the  night,  and  on  awakening  in  the  morning  he  may  find  it 
impossible  to  leave  his  bed.  The  paralysis  is  sometimes  gradual,  the  loss 
of  power  affecting  one  member,  and  afterwards  the  other,  an  unexpected 
feebleness  being  suddenly  noticed  as  he  is  about  to  perform  some  act.  One 
of  my  patients,  an  acrobat  of  dissolute  habits,  while  preparing  for  the 
performance,  found,  when  he  attempted  to  put  on  his  tights,  that  his  right 
leg  was  quite  powerless ;  he  made  an  effort  to  stand,  but  became  dizzy, 
and  grasped  for  support  a  pole  that  was  near.  After  repeated  efforts  to 
dress  he  abandoned  the  attempt,  summoned  assistance,  and  was  taken 
home  ;  the  same  night  the  right  upper  extremity  was  affected.  He  had 
never  had  any  previous  warning.  Attacks  of  this  kind  may  be  the  fore- 
runners of  others  of  a  more  serious  nature.  In  illustration,  may  be  men- 
tioned the  case  of  S.  C,  a  married  woman,  aged  41.  She  was  drawing 
water  at  a  sink,  when  slie  became  suddenly  giddy,  and  had  to  take  liold  of 
the  banisters  to  steady  herself.  She  stood  thus  initil  some  friends  put 
her  into  a  chair  and  carried  her  to  her  room.    She  sat  there  that  day,  and 
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was  lielped  to  bed,  but  did  not  discover  lier  p.-irulysis  until  next  mcmuu<r. 
"Was  not  unconscious  at  any  time  of  the  attack.  Iler  paralysis,  when  slie 
discovered  it,  was  somewhat  worse  than  it  is  at  present,  and  she  could  not 
speak  as  well  as  she  now  does.  A  few  days  after  the  attack  she  went  to 
a  hosi)ital,  where  she  remained  one  month.  She  entered  tiie  Epileptic 
Hospital  July  G,  1875,  and  was  put  upon  strychnine  and  belladonna,  there 
existing  an  inability  to  retain  her  urine.  I  take  the  notes  of  her  subse- 
quent history  from  the  case-book  of  the  hospital. 

"  Sept.  22.  At  7.30  last  night  it  was  noticed  that  she  could  not  speak  as 
well  as  formerly.  It  was  quite  dillicult  for  her  to  speak  so  as  to  be  under- 
stood. She  lauglied  a  little  immoderately  at  her  inability  to  clearly  enun- 
ciate the  words. 

"  An  hour  afterwards,  in  attempting  to  leave  her  bed,  she  fell,  and  since 
then  has  been  scarcely  able  to  speak,  and  can  only  say  a  few  words.  No 
other  symptoms  were  noticed.  Her  strength  of  muscle  and  sensibility 
seem  unaffected.  She  cries  now  continually,  and  seems  to  be  depressed 
because  she  cannot  speak. 

"  Oct.  13.  Patient  can  tell  her  name,  and  can  name  every  article  shown 
her.    A  little  thickness  in  articulation. 

"  Pupils  react  well.  Lenses  of  eyes  are  a  little  opaque — the  left  a  little 
more  than  the  right.  Face  palsy  almost  passed  away.  Lower  facial 
muscles  act  well.  Sensibility  in  face  fair.  Tongue  points  slightly  to  the 
right. 

"  Voluntary  motion  abolished  in  right  upper  extremity,  the  least  motion 
in  shoulder  excepted.  Articulations  are  all  flexed  in  the  right  upper 
extremity,  and  the  contracture  is  greatest  in  the  hand,  the  fingers  almost 
touching  the  palm.    Elbow  and  shoulder  are  less  rigid. 

"  Extension  is  not  painful,  and  there  are  no  spontaneous  pains  in  arm. 
Sensibility  to  contact  in  hand  good.  On  finger  tips  feels  the  points  of 
assthesiometer  at  three  millimetres.  There  is  no  numbness  in  hands.  Pa- 
tient considers  the  paralyzed  hand  the  Avarmer  of  the  two.  Between  index 
finger  and  middle  finger  of  right  hand  in  three  minutes'  time  the  tempera- 
ture is  98°.  Same  place  on  left  hand  in  three  minutes'  time  temperature 
is  98^°.  Right  lower  extremity,  no  motion  in  toes  and  ankles,  consider- 
able motion  in  knee  and  hips,  no  numbness,  no  contraction. 

"  An  interesting  feature  of  this  case  was  exaggerated  emotional  disturb- 
ance, which  is  usually  quite  marked  in  right  hemiplegia." 

THE  RESIDUAL  PARALYSIS. 

A  paralysis,  remaining  after  the  "  apoplectic  stroke,"  is  generally  uni- 
lateral, tlioiigh  in  rare  cases,  where  the  pons  is  aftected  at  the  central 
portion,  the  paralysis  may  exist  on  both  sides  of  the  body ;  this  one-sided 
paralysis  is  known  as  Hemiplegia,  and  may  be  complete  or  incomplete  as 
regards  sensation  and  motion.  AYhen  we  examine  our  jiatient  after  the 
immediate  grave  symptoms  have  to  some  degree  subsided,  we  will  find  the 
limbs  of  one  side  limp,  powerless,  and  generally  without  sensation ;  the 
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face  imralyzed  on  the  same  side,  mid  its  other  half  drawn  up  by  tlie  healtliy 
muscles,  as  their  antagonists  are  unable  to  perform  their  functions.  If  the 
patient  be  sensible  enough  to  put  out  his  tongue,  it  will  point  to  the  para- 
lyzed side,  while  the  eyes,  if  conjugate  deviation  exists,  will  turn  m  an 
opposite  direction  in  a  manner  already  described. 

Gastrowitz^  has  called  attention  to  a  peculiar  symptom,  the  tendency  of 
the  patient  to  slip  out  of  bed  on  the  unaffected  side.  This  is  caused  by 
the  inability  of  the  paralyzed  limb  to  support  the  weight  of  the  sound  part 
of  the  body.  He  also  alludes  to  the  fact,  when  pressure  is  made  on  the 
saphena  nerve,  at  the  point  where  the  vastus  externus  makes  a  groove  with 
the  vastus  internus,  that  the  cremaster  muscle  on  the  paralyzed  side  will 
not  draw  up  the  testicle,  which  is  not  the  case  on  the  other  side  of  the 
body.  In  other  forms  of  paralysis,  to  be  hereafter  described,  there  is  not 
the  same  uniformity  of  symptoms,  there  being  perhaps  paralysis  of  special 
cranial  nerves,  or  those  of  the  muscles  of  the  face  on  the  side  opposite  to 
the  body  paralysis.  This  variety  has  been  called  cross  paralysis.  Both 
sides  of  the  face  or  both  sides  of  the  body  may  be  involved,  in  which  event 
there  is  a  speedy  fatal  termination.  Occasionally  the  muscles  of  the 
pharynx  may  be  paralyzed,  and  sometimes  the  larynx.  A  case  of  this 
latter  kind  is  reported  by  Luys.^  He  mentions  the  case  of  "  a  M'oman  who 
had  a  sudden  attack  of  apoplexy  with  hemiplegia  of  the  left  side,  but  with 
no  disturbance  of  sensibility  or  of  the  organs  of  special  sense.  The  con- 
gestive phenomena  of  the  onset  being  calmed  little  by  little,  the  patient 
regained  consciousness,  and  stated  that  four  years  previously  she  had  been 
struck  for  the  first  time  with  left  hemiplegia,  and  since  then  had  been 
aphonic.  Her  intelligence  was  good,  and  she  spoke  distinctly,  but  in  a  low 
voice.  She  had  no  paralysis  of  the  tongue,  the  soft  palate,  or  the  lips.  A 
few  days  later,  she  was  seized  with  new  congestive  symptoms,  and  died 
insensible." 

This  laryngeal  paralysis  is  undoubtedly  a  much  more  common  affection 
than  it  is  generally  supposed  to  be,  and  the  probability  is  that  many  of 
the  cases  reported  as  aphasic  are  in  all  probability  simple  aphonia.  Our 
patient,  after  his  return  to  consciousness,  will  then  be  found  to  be  hemi- 
plegic,  and,  if  he  is  amused  and  attempts  to  laugh,  we  will  plainly  notice 
facial  distortion  which  follows  any  such  efforts.  Tlie  surface  temperature 
of  the  paralyzed  parts  is  usually  higher  than  on  the  other  side,  and  the 
limbs  may  seem  to  be  of  greater  contour.  This  appearance  has  been 
noticed  by  Hitzig,'  who,  in  referring  to  Chareot's  cases,  presents  seven  of 
his  own,  in  all  of  which  there  was  incomplete  dislocation  of  the  head  of  tlie 
humerus,  with  irregular  pains  of  the  arm,  increased  by  pressure.  The 
paralyzed  arm  was  swollen,  warmer  and  more  moist  than  its  fellow,  and 
the  pains  alluded  to  began  about  six  weeks  after  the  apoplectic  attack. 


'  Berliner  Klin.  "VVoch.,  Aug.  2,  1875. 
2  La  France  M6dicale,  Sept.  28,  1875. 
^  Virchow'g  Arcliiv,  xlviii.  p.  345. 
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riitzig  is  of  tlie  opinion  tluit  tliis  condition  of  affairs  is  not  directly  de- 
pendent upon  the  central  lesion.  Vohmtury  power  is  lost  in  proportion 
to  the  extent  and  situation  of  the  lesion.  Should  it  be  in  the  corpus  stria- 
tum, a  very  small  lesion  may  produce  very  decided  impairment  of  motility, 
while  such  is  not  tlie  case  in  the  white  matter  of  the  hemispheres.  It  will 
generally  be  found  necessary  to  draw  the  patient's  urine  for  a  few  days, 
for  the  bladder  loses  its  expulsive  force,  and,  if  this  procedure  be  not  re- 
sorted to,  there  may  be  incontinence.  Electric  contractility  seems  to  be 
rated  at  first  in  the  paralyzed  limbs,  and  a  very  weak  electric  cur- 
rent may  provoke  the  most  energetic  contractions.  In  certain  cases  there 
may  be  an  increase  of  reflex  excitability  and  tactile  sensibility.  Sensa- 
tions may  be  even  sometimes  reversed,  warmth  being  felt  as  cold,  or 
vice  versa,  or,  as  in  the  case  quoted  by  Bastian,^  a  warm  object  may  be 
appreciated  as  a  weight.  "  A  hot  body  on  the  face  was  recognized  as 
pressure  only ;  on  the  arm  it  was  felt  as  such,  though  the  sensation  was 
not  distinctly  localized,  whilst  on  the  left  leg  the  same  hot  body  was  recog- 
nized correctly  as  regards  situation,  though  it  gave  rise  only  to  a  feeling 
of  tingling."  I  have  often  witnessed  hyperesthesia  of  the  paralyzed  limbs, 
which  were  often  very  tender  to  the  touch.  Anaesthesia  generally  exists, 
however,  and  electro-sensibility  is  greatly  diminished.  At  the  end  of  a 
few  days  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  marked  rigidity  of  the  paralyzed 
limbs,  increased  reflex  excitability,  and  other  evidences  of  slight  cerebritis 
at  the  seat  of  the  clot.  Gradually  there  is  a  return  to  the  normal  condi- 
tion, and  articulation,  which  was  imperfect  in  the  beginning,  may  become 
more  distinct,  or,  should  there  be  aphasia,  the  patient  will  begin  to  com- 
mand a  greater  number  of  expressions.  A  week  or  so  passes,  and  he  is 
able  to  protrude  his  tongue  in  a  much  straighter  line  than  before,  while 
the  paralyzed  muscles  of  the  face  slowly  recover  their  lost  power ;  but 
when  the  levator  palpebi-ae  is  paralyzed  and  ptosis  results,  restoration  is 
much  more  slow.  In  regard  to  this  paralysis,  Bastian  has  reminded  us 
that  very  often  deformities  exist,  such  as  the  absence  of  teeth  on  one  side, 
which  may  produce  an  appearance  of  facial  paralysis,  when  in  reality  none 
exists.  This  is  seemingly  a  trivial  matter,  but  its  neglect  is  likely  to  lead 
to  grave  errors  in  diagnosis  and  prognosis.  As  months  go  by,  gradual 
amelioration  of  the  patient's  condition  takes  place,  the  limbs  regain  their 
power,  the  leg  first,  and  finally  the  arm,  and  the  patient  may  be  at  first 
able  to  move  his  toes,  then  to  raise  his  leg,  and,  when  he  leaves  his  bed, 
gradually  begins  to  acquire  power  of  locomotion.  The  walk  of  the  hemi- 
plegic  is  not  to  be  mistaken  ;  his  gait  is  shuflfling,  the  toe  of  the  boot  is 
dragged  over  the  ground,  and  the  leg  thrown  outwards  and  forwards,  the 
knee  being  stiff,  and  the  arm  is  swung  helplessly  by  the  side.  As  the  gait 
improves,  and  the  patient  gains  more  control  over  his  limbs,  he  is  able  to 
perform  movements  which  require  the  action  of  the  muscles  of  the  liip- 
joint,  knee-joint,  and  finally  the  ankle  and  toes.    Should  the  patient  only 


Op.  eit.,  p.  128. 


CEREBEAL  HEMORRHAGE. 


91 


Itartially  recover,  numerous  socondiiry  conilitions  may  follow,  as  results  of 
non-improvement  of  the  cerebrul  condition.  These  are  chiefly  of  a  moto- 
rial  character,  and  consist  of  spasms,  permanent  contractures,  atropiiy, 
and  inflammations  of  nerve-trunks.    Such  sequela  may  be  called— 


THE  POST-PARALYTIC  STATES. 

T  may  enumerate  these  as — 1.  Permanent  contractures ;  2.  Trophic 
alterations ;  3.  Tremor  (post-paralytic  chorea  of  Mitchell  and  Charcot)  ; 
and,  4.  Slow  clonic  spasms  (atheotosis  of  Hammond). 

Of  32  cases  of  old  hemiplegia  seen  by  Bouchard'  at  La  Salpetri6re,  in 
31  there  were  paralytic  contractures.  The  other  case  presented  what  he 
called  I'hemiplegie  Jlasque.  This  form  is  of  slow  appearance,  and  affected 
in  the  beginning  the  muscles  of  the  forearm.  The  fingers  were  flexed,  and 
the  forearm  was  pronated  and  flexed  on  the  arm,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
humerus  was  drawn  to  the  trunk. 

According  to  Strauss,'^  this  form  presents  several  variations,  and  some- 
times the  hand  is  brought  in  contact  with  the  trunk,  either  on  its  palmar, 
dorsal,  or  radial  aspects.  Of  a  large  number  of  cases  that  have  come 
under  my  observation,  I  have  found  that  deformities  of  the  upper  extremi- 
ties are  much  more  common  than  of  the  lower;  the  fingers  are  commonly 
flexed  and  rarely  extended,  while  the  muscles  of  tlie  trunk  seem  to  be 
exempt  from  this  change  ;  and,  indeed,  I  cannot  call  to  mind  a  single  in- 
stance of  this  kind.  Contractures  of  the  muscles  of  the  lower  extremities 
are  apt  to  produce  deformities  which  resemble  talipes,  equinus  varus  or 
valgus,  and  the  toes  are  flexed  upon  the  sole.  Contractures  of  the  facial 
muscles  are  quite  rare,  and  of  late  appearance.  The  deformities  are 
always  quite  striking,  because  of  the  antagonistic  action  of  unaffected  mus- 
cles, and  usually  no  amount  of  force  can  overcome  them.  Trophic  changes 
are  by  no  means  rare,  either  in  connection  with  contractured  muscles  or 
alone.  I  have  now  several  patients  under  observation  who  are  hemiplegic. 
In  one  of  these  the  skin  of  the  paralyzed  hand  is  white  and  puffed  up  ;  the 
heads  of  the  phalanges  and  metacarpal  bones  are  reduced  in  size,  so  that 
there  is  no  enlargement  at  their  points  of  articulation,  and  a  conseciuent 
depression  exists.  In  other  cases  there  is  considerable  muscular  atrophy 
to  be  witnessed  in  tlie  palm  of  the  hand  ;  and  in  others,  the  bones  of  the 
arm  are  greatly  diminished  in  size,  and  the  interossei  quite  wasted  away. 

Charcot'  has  written  extensively  about  a  form  of  neuritis  following 
cerebral  lesions,  which  is  supposed  to  be  of  a  central  nature.  That  ascend- 
ing (from  the  periphery  to  the  centre)  neuritis  sometimes  takes  place  after 
cerebral  hemorrhage  there  can  be  no  manner  of  doubt ;  and  in  one  case, 
at  present  under  observation,  the  neuritis  began  at  several  diflferent  peri- 


'  Strauss,  dcs  Contractures,  Paris,  1875,  p.  16.  «  Op.  eit. 

»  Legons  sur  les  Maladies,  etc.    Fasc.  1,  and  previous  ai-ticles. 
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pliorul  [)oints  of  tlic  nerve,  and  there  were  consequent  atropine  muscular 
changes.' 

Various  irregular  movements  of  partially  paralyzed  linibs  are  by  no 
means  uncommon.  Dr.  Gowers^  presents  the  following  excellent  table, 
Avhich  embraces  all  the  disturbances  of  motility  which  may  occur  after  the 
hemiplegic  attack. 


POST-IIEMIPLEGIA  DISORDERS  OF  MOVEMENT. 


'  Tremor 


Quick,  clonic  spasm,  of 
iutermittiug  type; 


r  Regular  (continuous,  or  on  movement) 


.  Regular  (continuous,  or  on  movemont) 


Fine. 
Coarse. 


Certain,  regular  move- 
ments duo  to  intcrus- 
sei,  pronators,  etc. 


Choreoid 


Jerking 


Continuous 
I    spasm,  or 
-i  iuco-ordi- 
I     nation  of 
L  movement. 


Slow,  mobile  spasm,  of 
rftmittiug  type 

Tonic  spasm,  varying 


'  Atlietosis" 
i  =  slow,  cramp-like  inco- 


1  .. 


Spastic  contracture"  of 
hemiplegic  children. 


I'  Continuous 

tOn  movement  =  slo 
ordination 

r  Of  interossei,  conspicuous 

Fixed  rigidity,  unvarying  1.  Of  tloxor  lougns  digitorum,  conspicuous  =  late  rigidity. 

The  will  does  not  always  retain  its  control  over  the  affected  muscles, 
though  voluntaiy  power  exists  usually  to  a  variable  extent,  and  the  motor 
troubles  are  generally  unilateral ;  still  there  are  rare  exceptions.  The 
influence  of  the  will  generally  increases  spasmodic  movements.  Spasms 
and  tremor  affect  first  the  smaller  muscles,  Avhile  tonic  spasms  affect  the 
larger  muscles  of  the  limbs.  One  form  of  tremor  of  a  post-hemiplegic 
character  has  been  called  by  Mitchell  "post-paralytic  chorea;"  the  tre- 
mor is  suggestive  of  sclerosis,  and  may  begin  within  a  period  ranging 
from  one  to  several  months,  affecting  generally  the  upper  extremities.  It 
is  aggravated  by  any  exercise  of  volition.  It  may  affect  both  extremities, 
but  very  rarely  the  face,  and  the  movements  are  quite  coarse,  and  may  be 
associated  Avith  a  certain  amount  of  hemi-anjesthesia.  A  variety  of  move- 
ment of  a  clearly  post-hemiplegic  character  has  been  elevated  to  a  distinct 
position,  and  given  the  name  "  atheotosis"  by  Hammond.    As  this  con- 


'  Those  trophic  changes  are  of  a  most  interesting  nature.  Duncan*  fotuKl  in 
one  case  that  an  eruption  had  appeared  on  the  thigh  of  the  paralyzed  side  which 
disappeared  with  the  return  of  power ;  and  Charcot-f-  and  PayncJ  another.  In 
a  case  mentioned  by  the  former,  a  vesicular  eruption  appeared,  which  followed 
the  distribution  of  the  superficial  raniifications  of  the  peroneal  nerve,  and  was 
coincident  with  the  hemiplegia.  In  this  case  the  hemiplegia  followed  embolism, 
and  a  branch  of  a  spinal  artery  (rami  medullaj  spinales,  of  Rlidinger)  was  foinul 
ob.structed  by  a  plug.  Pressure  h.ad  been  made  on  the  spinal  ganglion  from 
wliich  one  of  the  branches  of  the  sciatic  originates. 
'  2  Med.  Chir.  Trans.,  vol.  lix. 


*  Journ.  of  Cutaneous  Med.,  Oct.  1868,  p.  69  ;  quoted  by  Charcot. 

t  Op.  cit.,  p.  73.  t  Br.  Med.  Journ.,  Aug.  1871. 


CEREBRAL  HEMORRHAGE. 


93 


dition  is  ordinarily  a  sccondiiry  affection  to  otlier  neuroses  as  well  as 
liemiplegia,  the  undue  prominence  which  it  has  received  is  entirely  unde- 
served. Gowers  says :  "  Neither  clinical  history  nor  supposed  pathology 
of  atheotosis  affords  ground  for  separating  it  from  other  forms  of  disordered 
movement  commonly  seen  after  hemiplegia,  but  any  one  of  which  might 
occur  in  the  primary  affection."  Cliarcot'  refuses  to  acknowledge  its  dis- 
tinct character.  He  presents  several  cases,  all  of  which  followed  some 
form  of  hemiplegia ;  and  the  literature  of  neurology  is  replete  with  exam- 
ples of  so-called  atheotosis  which  are  generally  connected  with  hemiplegia, 
chorea,  or  even  hysteria.  I  have  myself  seen  a  case  of  the  latter  kind 
which  disappeared  spontaneously  in  a  few  Aveeks  after  its  appearance. 
This  form  of  movement  is  considered  by  Hammond  to  consist  of  a  spas- 
modic agitation  of  the  fingers,  and  is  "characterized  by  an  inability  to  re- 
tain the  fingers  and  toes  in  any  position  in  which  they  may  be  placed,  and 
by  their  continual  motion." 

Tlie  following  case  is  one  of  post-paralytic  chorea,  connected  probably 
with  embolism,  and  with  a  certain  amount  of  neuritis  of  a  very  painful 
character : — 

Jane  C,  35  ;  Ireland  ;  single ;  domestic.  Entered  hospital  May  22, 
1876.  Family  history  good,  as  far  as  known  by  the  patient.  She  states 
that  her  health  has  always  been  good,  with  the  exception  of  an  attack  of 
rheumatism  a  year  ago.  Two  weeks  ago,  while  dressing,  she  fell,  and 
thinks  that  she  remained  unconscious  for  eight  minutes.  On  recovery  she 
was  unable  to  use  her  right  hand  or  leg,  and  was  placed  in  bed,  where  she 
remained  for  seven  days.  She  vomited  everything  taken  into  the  stomach. 
She  was  brought  to  the  hospital  a  few  days  ago,  suffering  from  paralysis 
of  the  right  side,  which  was  complete  and  affected  both  limbs.  There  was 
some  rigidity,  decided  headache,  and  paralysis  of  the  muscles  supplied  by 
the  porta  dura  upon  the  right  side.  She  was  intensely  emotional,  and 
moaned  and  cried. 

July  12.  Patient  has  been  quite  sick  for  the  past  four  weeks.  There 
have  been  higli  evening  temperature,  abdominal  tenderness,  diarrhrea,  and 
other  evidences  of  typhoid  fever.  She  has  been  kept  on  milk  diet,  with 
quinia  and  stimulants. 

Aitff.  18.  Patient  has  improved  somewhat.  She  is  very  weak,  but  able 
to  go  about  the  ward.  The  hand  and  forearm  of  the  right  side  are  rather 
rigid,  and  the  fingers  are  flexed,  but  it  is  possible  to  extend  them.  Pa- 
tient still  emotional,  and  cries  readily  when  excited.  There  is  decided 
tremulousness  of  this  extremity.  Pain  in  the  shoulder,  which  shoots  down 
the  arm.    These  pains  are  more  intense  at  night.    Aphasia  disappears. 

JVov.  23.  The  patient's  hand  shakes  whenever  any  voluntary  movement 
is  made.  She  cannot  feed  herself,  for  when  slie  takes  up  her  fork  or  spoon 
she  cannot  carry  food  to  her  mouth.  Tlie  pains  are  still  severe,  and  seem 
centered  more  in  tlie  shoulder.  She  can  move  her  right  arm  nearly  as 
well  as  the  left,  but  cannot  hold  any  large  object  placed  therein.  Exami- 
nation of^  heart  revealed  a  heart  murmur,  with  second  sound  heard  Avith 
greatest  intensity  over  aortic  valves,  and  not  transmitted  in  eitlier  direc- 
tion. A  murmur  is  also  heard  with  first  sound,  wliich  is  transmitted  into 
the  carotids.    There  are  probably  both  aortic  stenosis  and  insufficiency. 


Op.  cit.,  4th  part,  p.  455. 
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Oct.  1877.  The  piitient  is  still  in  the  liospitul.  Complains  now  of  diz- 
ziness and  disordered  vision,  which  is  not  dependent  upon  any  structural 
alteration.  The  riglit  arm  and  hand  are  much  more  quiet  than  they  have 
been.  There  is  very  little  of  the  tremor  which  was  at  lirst  coarse,  but 
rhythmical.  She  can  now  execute  a  variety  of  acts,  but  an  especially 
delicate  operation  is  attended  with  aggravation  of  the  tremor. 

Causes — Any  agency  which  favors  a  degeneration  of  cerebral  vessels 
leads  to  the  occurrence  of  hemorrhage  such  as  I  have  just  described.  The 
list  of  such  causes  is  therefore  a  long  one.  Among  the  many  formidable 
diseases,  leading  to  that  which  forms  the  subject  of  our  remarks,  are  those 
of  the  heart  and  kidneys.  Hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle,  Bright's 
disease,  and  local  disease  of  the  arteries  with  deposits  of  atheromatous  mat- 
ter, or  obliteration  of  vessels  by  softening,  pressure  made  by  tumors,  and 
through  other  diseases  of  the  brain,  may  be  mentioned  as  influencing  the 
causation  of  cerebral  hemorrhage.  Cerebral  hemorrhage  is  an  affection  of 
advanced  life,  though  cases  are  on  record  among  children.  A  careful 
inspection  of  the  records  of  a  great  many  cases  discloses  the  fact  that  the 
majority  are  between  fifty  and  sixty.  With  the  advance  of  life  and  cor- 
responding impairment  of  vitality,  the  arteries  become  rigid,  the  heart  hy- 
[)ertrophied,  and  the  general  vascular  system  undergoes  important  changes. 
I  have  already  alluded  to  the  annular  and  hard  character  of  the  arteries ; 
the  arcus  senilis,  which  consists  of  a  small  whitish  circle  which  may  be  seen 
overspreading  the  iris,  may  be  mentioned  in  addition  as  a  suggestive  sign. 
The  color  of  the  face  is  dusky  red,  and  many  of  the  capillaries  of  the  skin 
covering  the  cheeks  and  nose  are  quite  tortuous  and  dilated,  and  present 
minute  varicose  enlargements.  As  to  inheritance  of  an  apoplectic  ten- 
dency, I  fully  agree  with  Hughlings  Jackson,  that  the  only  heritage  trans- 
mitted from  father  to  son  is  the  liability  to  arterial  degeneration,  gout,  etc. 
This  exception  to  the  general  rule  is  somewhat  conspicuous,  for  the  here- 
dition  of  many  convulsive  and  neuralgic,  as  well  as  the  trophic  diseases, 
is  a  well-established  fact,  and  has  long  been  recognized  as  an  important 
etiological  factor.  Cerebral  hemorrhage,  as  I  have  stated,  is  by  no  means 
confined  exclusively  to  adult  life.  Numerous  observers  have  called  atten- 
tion to  cases  which  have  occurred  among  very  young  children,  though, 
in  these  instances,  injury  has  generally  produced  the  accident,  especially 
such  meclianical  causes  as  convulsions,  anaemia,  etc.  And  now  regarding 
the  predisposing  states  which  favor  the  rupture  of  a  vessel.  An  hypertro- 
phied  heart,  enlarged  by  overwork  in  forcing  tbe  overloaded  blood  which 
must  be  formed  when  the  kidneys  do  not  properly  act  as  eliminants,  is  the 
first  factor  of  the  disease.  With  this  condition  of  affairs  the  small  vessels 
must  necessarily  be  subjected  to  abnormal  strain,  and  consequently  under- 
go such  changes  as  thickening  or  aneurismal  dilatation,  or  even  actual 
destruction.  The  arterial  changes,  of  which  I  will  more  fully  speak  when 
we  come  to  consider  the  pathology  of  the  disease,  are  fatty  degeneration, 
aneurismal  dilatation,  and  calcification.  These  conditions  are  produced 
by  alcohol,  and  improper  diet,  such  as  continued  indulgence  in  f\itty  food. 
A  sedentary  life,  connected  with  great  and  protracted  intellectual  strain, 
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as  well  as  such  diseases  as  rlieiiniatism,  syphilis,  and  other  eliroiiic  mala- 
dies, enter  the  lield  as  predisi)osing  causes.  Season  appears  to  Iiave  souie 
influence  in  the  production  of  cerebral  lieniorrliage,  the  majority  of 
cases  occurring  in  wiuter.  As  to  exciting  causes,  tlieir  name  is  Legion. 
Straining  at  stool,  coition,  violent  muscular  effort  of  any  kind,  the  indul- 
gence in  stimulants,  and  in  fact  any  agency  which  either  promotes  an  ab- 
normal blood  supply  to  the  brain,  or  prevents  its  return,  will  have  the 
effect,  should  there  be  disease  of  the  vessels,  of  producing  rupture.  I 
have  taken  from  my  case-book  data  showing  the  exciting  causes  in  a  num- 
ber of  cases,  and  the  time  of  tlie  attack  : — 

Lifting  a  lieavy  woiglit,  or  other  muscular  effort     .  1 2 

Excitement  (alarm  of  fire)    .....  1 

Drawing  water      .......  1 

Falls   4 

Fright   3 

Thrown  down  by  husband     .....  1 

Head  injuries        .......  8 

Straining  at  stool  .......  2 

No  history  of  cause       ......  20 

52 

Time  of  Attack — At  night,  in  30  cases;  during  the  day,  in  22  cases. 

The  fact  that  the  large  proportion  of  these  attacks  occur  at  night,  is  an 
interesting  one.  They  were  mostly  hospital  patients,  and  some  were  irre- 
sponsible ;  so,  of  course,  their  statements  are  to  be  taken  M'ith  allowance. 
One  woman  said  :  "  I  awoke  in  a  fright,  and  in  attempting  to  rise  found 
I  was  unable  to  do  so."  It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  the  condition  was 
dependent  upon  disturbed  cerebral  circulation  connected  with  niglitmare ; 
but  in  opposition  to  Hammond's  statement  that  the  occurrence  of  the  hem- 
orrhage during  "  healthy,  undisturbed  sleep"  is  unlikely,  I  will  state  that 
nearly  every  one  of  these  thirty  patients  found  that  they  were  paralyzed 
only  when  they  awoke  in  the  morning,  and  attempted  to  get  out  of  bed. 
Exposiu-e  to  the  sun's  rays,  and  the  stoppage  of  any  flux  that  is  either 
normal  or  pathological,  are  often  sufficient  to  produce  an  attack,  and  as  an 
example  of  the  latter  hemorrhoidal  bleeding  may  be  mentioned. 

Hemiplegia  may  be  a  result  of  variola  ;  and  the  following  case,  in  which 
epilepsy  and  hemiplegia  dated  from  smallpox,  possesses  much  interest. 
The  paralysis  was  due  undoubtedly  to  an  epileptic  seizure,  during  which 
some  vessel  was  ruptured. 

M.  J.  T.,  35  years,  born  in  New  York  ;  no  occupation  ;  entered  the 
Ejuleptic  and  Paralytic  Hospital  Feb.  11,  1870.  Motlier  died  of  con- 
sumption ;  sister  had  epilepsy.  First  fits  appeared  at  the  age  of  five  years  ; 
came  on  about  three  months  after  an  attack  of  smallpox  ;  hemiplegia  of 
the  rigiit  side  came  on  at  the  same  time,  she  believes,  as  tiie  epih>psy. 
Before  the  convulsions  she  has  cramps  in  tlie  paralyzed  arm  and  hand,  and 
a  feeling  of  dizziness;  the  attacks  occur  most  frequently  in  the  daytime, 
three  or  four  together,  and  recur  once  in  three  or  four  weeks.    But  shortly 
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before  lier  julmissioii  slie  luid  tlieiii  neurly  every  dny.  Circumference  of 
skull,  20^  iaclies;  iiiitero-posterior  nieiisureinent,  13  inclies ;  transverse, 
13  inclies;  memory  good,  mind  rather  weak;  speech  good,  sight  good, 
hearing  fair  with  left  ear;  cannot  hear  witli  right  ear,  even  when  tlie 
watch  is  pressed  against  it.  Sensibility  lo  pinching  and  pricking  appear 
entirely  abolished  on  the  right  side  from  head  to  foot.  Drags  right  leg  in 
walking ;  has  but  little  use  of  right  arm  and  hand,  tlie  muscles'of  which 
have  a  tendency  to  spasmodic  contraction  ;  temperature  somewhat  dimin- 
ished on  right  side  ;  appetite  fair  ;  bowels  rather  costive.  Menstruated  at 
13  years,  and  lias  been  regular  since. 
Present  condition,  June  1,  1876  : — 

Memory  appears  to  be  very  good  ;  the  fits  liave  decreased  in  severity 
and  in  number.  Had  but  two  attacks  last  month  ;  none  at  night.  Has 
haemoptysis  sometimes  before  the  attack,  and  an  aura  of  about  a  minute's 
duration  ;  flexor  of  muscles  of  right  hand  is  contracted ;  thumb  is  turned 
again,  so  that  its  inner  part  touclies  the  under  part  of  the  index  finger ; 
lastly,  the  whole  hand  is  somewhat  drawn  up,  and  lies  in  her  lap  with  the 
palmar  surface  up.  When  directed  to  put  hand  up  to  shoulder,  it  shakes 
right  and  left ;  this  shaking  is  very  violent,  but  only  so  when  she  makes 
voluntary  movement.  It  is,  however,  entirely  quiet  while  in  her  lap. 
Has  the  irregular  hemiplegic  gait ;  protrudes  her  tongue  straight ;  eyesight 
good  ;  hears  perfectly  well.  There  is  facial  paralysis  (peripheral)  on  the 
side  opposite  the  hemiplegia,  but  no  ptosis.* 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology  A  vessel  impaired  by  dis- 
ease, and  subjected  to  even  the  normal  blood  pressure,  will  very  soon 
suffer  changes  in  its  calibre,  insignificant  perhaps  at  first,  but  afterwards 
far  more  serious.  But,  when  the  blood  pressure  is  abnormal,  and  a  force 
is  exerted  which  the  resilient  character  of  the  vessels  enables  them  to 
withstand  in  the  healthy  state,  the  weakened  portion  gives  way,  and  the 
brain-substance  in  the  neighborhood  is  subjected  to  dangerous  pressure. 
The  character  of  the  loss  of  function  depends  very  much  upon  the  import- 
ance of  the  vessels  and  their  areas  of  distribution.  The  middle  cerebral 
artery  is  especially  liable  to  rupture,  being  in  direct  communication  with 
the  left  side  of  the  heart ;  consequently,  the  corpus  striatum,  optic  thalamus, 
and  parts  supplied  by  this  artery,  suffer  injury.  The  other  lai'ge  vessels 
follow  next,  and  may  be  affected  in  various  parts  of  their  course.  The 
diagram  I  present  (Fig.  12)  illustrates  the  topography  of  brain-lesions,  and 
will  enable  the  reader  to  see  how  certain  hemorrhage  may  destroy  the  func- 
tion of  various  important  nervous  tracts,  the  symptoms  being  displayed 
generally  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  body,  but  occasionally  on  the  same. 
In  our  future  study  of  the  localization  of  lesions,  we  are  to  bear  in  mind 
the  physiological  experiments  of  Broca  and  Brown-Sequard,  and  the  later 


'  As  an  illustration  of  a  curious  cause,  Eulenburg*  relates  the  ciise  of  a  switeh- 
tendor  who,  during  a  heavy  thunder  storm,  inserted  an  iron  key  in  the  lock  of  a 
switch-signal.  He  was  suddenly  deprived  of  power,  and  fell  to  the  gi-ound. 
After  an  hour  or  two,  when  suflicicntly  revived  by  the  rain,  he  dragged  himself 
to  a  neigiiboring  station.    He  was  paralyzed  on  the  left  side. 

*  Berliner  Klin.  Woch.,  April  2C,  1875. 
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resenrclics  of  ITujrlilinss  Jackson,  Fritscli  and  Hitzig,  Vulpian,  Vesseyer, 
Ferricr,  Dupuy,  ricrret,  Eaynionil,  Putnam,  Carvaillc  and  Duret,  and 
otliers.  The  pathological  course  of  cerebral  hemorrhage  is  the  following  : 
1.  The  stage  of  preparation,  during  which  the  arteries  undergo  the  changes 


Fig.  12. 


A.  Region  of  articulate  speech  (probably,  also,  slightly  developed  ou  right  side  as  well). 
B  B.  Snpra-vf.ntrinular  region  :  Paralysis  ou  side  opposite  lesion.  As  a  rule,  not  as  susceptible 
to  dangerous  inj  uiy  as  parts  beneath.  C.  Ventricular  rej;ion  :  Lesions  apt  to  bo  followed  by  serious 
niotoriiil  and  sensorial  symptom.s.  D.  iSub-ventricular  region  :  Lesions  apt  to  paoduce  paralysis 
of  cranial  nerves  by  extension  of  pressure.  1.  Lesion  in  central  part  of  hemisphere.  2  2.  Cortical 
lesion,  usually  affecting  special  motor  centres,  or  affecting  mental  functions.  3.  Lesion  affecting 
speech-centre.  4.  Lesion  affecting  nucleus  caudatns  of  corpus  striatum,  a.  Lesion  affecting  crus. 
6.  Lesion  affecting  peduncular  e.'cpansiou.  7.  Lesion  affecting  centre  of  pons.  8.  Lesion  afl'ecting 
lateral  half  of  pons.    9.  Lesion  affecting  medulla. 

already  spoken  of.  2.  The  operation  of  an  exciting  cause,  the  rupture  of 
the  vessel,  the  injury  of  the  nervous  substance,  and  the  formation  of  the 
clot.    3.  Death,  absorption,  or  limitation. 

Bouchard'  and  Charcot  both  affirm  that  cerebral  hemorrhage  is  always 
dependent  upon  a  peculiar  kind  of  disease  of  the  vessels.  This  diseased 
condition  consists  of  a  studding  over  with  minute  aneurismal  dilatations 
which  have  been  called  by  them  "miliary  aneurisms."  These  arise  from 
a  primary  degeneration  of  the  outer  coat  of  tlie  vessel,  generally  secondaiy 
sclerosis,  and  finally  atropliy  of  the  muscular  coat  and  dilatation.  Of 
sixty-five  cases  of  cerebral  hemorrhage,  they  found  miliary  aneurism  in 
every  instance.  Both  of  these  authors  consider  the  vascular  change  to  be 
diflTerent  from  that  of  atheroma,  which  begins  in  tlie  inner  coat.  Tiiose 
appearances  are  confined  to  the  brain,  and  exist  when  there  is  no  evidence 
of  atheroma  to  be  found  in  any  otiier  part  of  the  body.  Notwithstanding 
that  these  views  are  endorsed  by  sueii  men  as  Meynert,  Bastian,  and  oth- 
ers, there  are  many  observers  who  consider  miliary  aneurisms  to  be  due 
only  to  careless  manipulation,  or  that  they  are  identical  with  the  "hyaline 


'  Archives  des  Phvsiol.,  1868. 
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degeneration"  of  Gnll  and  Sutton  wliicli  is  found  in  otlier  localities.' 
These  miliary  aneurisms  have  been  said  to  be  due  to  "periarteritis,"  but 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  a  large  proportion  of  cases  of  renal  and  heart 
disease  produce  modifications  in  blood  pressure,  which  would  account  for 
the  rupture  of  the  vessel  without  any  primary  inflammatory  condition. 


Fig.  13. 


Sliliary  Aneurisms. 


I  have  repeatedly  seen  miliary  aneurisms,  and  mnst  confess  that  they 
appeared  to  depend  upon  some  organic  change  which  extended  over  a  con- 
siderable space  of  time. 

'  Dr.  Barlow*  has  presented  a  case  which  fuWy  demonsti-ates  that  cerebral  em- 
bolism may  produce  a  condition  of  the  vessels  which  leads  to  the  formation  of  aneu- 
I'isms,  first  causing  local  arteritis  and  weakening  of  the  wall  of  the  vessel.  In 
this  case  (that  of  a  boy  aged  ten  years)  there  was  right  and  afterwards  left 
hemiplegia,  and  aortic  regurgitation.  The  autopsy  revealed  "cortical  soften- 
ing on  each  side  of  the  lower  part  of  the  ascending  frontal  and  the  posterior 
parts  of  the  second  and  third  frontal  convolutions.  The  clue  to  this  condition 
was  found  in  the  middle  cerebral  arteries.  On  both  sides  these  vessels  were  dis- 
eased at  the  spot  where  the  fine  branches  were  given  off"  over  the  island  of  Reil 
for  the  supply  of  the  cortex.  Of  these  branches  on  both  sides,  the  one  supplying 
Broca's  convolution  and  the  one  supplying  the  ascending  frontal  were  also  dis- 
eased. There  was  no  aneurism  to  be  discovered  anywhere,  but  the  walls  of  these 
vessels  presented  many  small  calcified  nodules  obvious  to  touch  and  sight."  This 
calcification  was  not  noticed  in  any  other  vessel  in  the  body,  and  emboli  had 
lodged  in  the  spleen  and  kidneys.  In  Goodhart's  cases  actual  aneurism  had  fol- 
lowed the  embolism,  and  Dr.  Barlow's  case  demonstrates  that  there  is  a  primary 
weakening. 

Durand-Fardel-f  found  that  of  32  cases  the  arteries  were  only  healthy  in  9 
cases,  while  in  21  they  were  thickened,  and  in  2  ossified. 

AndralJ  found  that  of  32  cases  tlie  arteries  were  apparently  healthy  in  but  4. 


*  Brit.  Med.  Journal,  April  7, 1877,  p.  363. 

t  Traitd,  cliuique  et  pratique,  des  Maladies  des  Vieillards,  Paris,  1854:,  p.  228. 
t  Clinlque  M^d.,  vol.  v. 
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Zenker  differs  from  Charcot  niul  Boiicliard,  and  consi<lers  the  internal 
coat  to  be  that  wluch  is  lirst  attacived.  When  miliary  aneurism  exists,  it 
is  generally  in  conjunction  with  either  gout,  cancer,  tubercule,  leucocythe- 
mia,  or  other  conditions,  wiien  leucocytes  may  pass  into  the  cerebral  ves- 
sels in  large  number.  In  old  drunkards  and  general  paralytics  this  vascular 
change  is  not  an  uncommon  one.  In  regard  to  atlieroma  there  have  been 
many  cases  brought  forward  wliere  this  appearance  was  so  constant  as  to 
gain  recognition  as  one  of  the  chief  factors  of  the  cerebral  liemorrhage.  An 
atheromatous  artery  contains  deposits  of  a  firm,  semi-fatty  nature,  between 
its  inner  and  middle  coats.  At  an  advanced  stage  the  deposit  is  more 
calcareous  and  hard,  and  the  artery  may  be  sometimes  easily  broken  in 
two.  Occasionally  the  deposit  between  the  coats,  by  distension  considera- 
bly narrows  the  calibre  of  the  vessel,  and  in  this  way  forms  occlusion  at 
one  point  while  at  a  weaker  one  hemorrhage  takes  place.  Tlie  veins  and 
capillaries  are  not  so  often  involved  as  the  arteries.  In  regard  to  the  seat 
of  cerebral  hemorrhages,  we  find  from  a  table  prepared  by  Gintrac  that  in 
751  cases  there  Avas — 


Times. 

meninges  ..... 

.  172 

middle  lobes  .... 

.  127 

pons  and  peduncle 

76 

coriDora  striata  .... 

72 

cerebellum  ..... 

55 

corp.  striata  and  op.  thai. 

.  48 

ventricles  (septum  and  plexus) 

46 

cortex  ..... 

45 

op.  thalami  ..... 

38 

post,  lobes  .... 

33 

ant.  lobes  ..... 

17 

corpus  callosum  .... 

1 

The  other  21  were  into  the  medulla  and  cord.  It  will  be  seen  then 
that  hemorrhages  into  the  meninges  and  into  the  middle  lobe  of  the  brain 
are  of  most  frequent  occurrence.  It  will  be  well  to  state  that  large  por- 
tions of  both  hemispheres  may  be  destroyed  without  serious  symptoms ; 
but  when  we  approacli  the  base  the  danger  is  increased,  and  if  the  third 
frontal  convolution  be  the  seat,  we  find  a  very  decided  and  serious  result, 
which  is  aphasia.  The  majority  of  hemorrhages  are  in  or  about  the  optic 
thahimi  and  the  corpora  striata,  and  if  they  be  extensive  the  ventricles  will 
be  filled.  If  the  hemorrhage  be  great,  pressure  may  be  made  on  the  oppo- 
site side,  or  the  blood  may  find  its  way  into  other  localities.  In  the  ante- 
rior lobes  the  effusion  is  generally  circumscribed,  but  from  this  site  it  may 
find  escape  into  the  lateral  ventricles.  In  the  ganglia  and  important 
parts  at  the  base,  the  hemorrhage  is  generally  small,  but  is  of  the  most 
serious  character  because  of  the  importance  of  the  parts  it  destroys.  Tiiis 
18  the  case  in  the  corpora  striata.  In  tiie  pons  aiul  medulla  any  consid- 
erable extravasation  is  followed  by  death  or  serious  trouble.  The  shape 
of  the  cavity  is  variable,  but  in  the  gray  matter  it  is  circumscribed,  and 
in  the  white  it  is  irregular  and  elongated. 
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Piirrot'  reports  34  cases  of  cerebral  liemori-liage  in  new-horn  children. 
In  these  the  clot  was  ibund  at  the  inferior  part  oi'  the  brain ;  sometimes 
on  the  right  side,  but  more  generally  on  both  sides. 

Should  the  patient  survive  the  apoplectic  attack,  and  die  subsequently 
of  some  other  disease,  the  cerebral  clot  will  probably  prove  to  be  well 
organized,  hard,  and  separated  from  the  brain-tissue  in  the  vicinity  by  a 
sclerosed  mass.  The  immediate  changes  are  the  following  :  At  the  end  of 
a  few  days  the  scrum  is  absorbed,  leaving  the  solid  portion  as  a  gelatinous 
mass ;  finally  the  clot  contracts,  becomes  yellow,  and  assumes  the  appear- 
ance I  have  alluded  to.  It  is  rare  that  an  old  clot  is  completely  absorbed, 
but  it  is  found  encysted  and  firm,  and,  perhaps,  has  produced  some  soften- 
ing. It  is  not  uncommon  to  find  more  than  one  clot  in  a  patient  who 
has  had  several  hemorrhages.  There  may  be  a  cyst  filled  witli  thick- 
ened blood,  which  is  indicative  of  an  effusion  of  recent  occurrence,  and 
there  may  be  others  of  smaller  size,  in  different  stages  of  resolution.  Small 
aneurismal  dilations  are  also  found,  while  local  [jatches  of  softening,  or 
cysts  filled  with  clear  serum,  are  not  rarely  present  at  the  same  time. 

A  common  form  of  hemorrhage  is  the  meningeal.  Goodhart^  has 
W'ritten  an  exhaustive  paper  upon  this  subject,  in  which  49  cases  are 
given,  proving  most  conclusively  its  connection  with  diseased  kidney  and 
hypertrophied  heart.  Of  these  49  cases,  30  were  due  to  renal  disease,  and 
six  had  uncomplicated  heart  trouble.  When  the  hemorrhage  takes  place 
above  the  arachnoid,  Ave  are  assured  by  Mr.  Prescott  Hewitt'  that  the 
blood  very  rarely  gravitates  to  the  base  ;  but  when  the  hemorrhage  is  sub- 
arachnoid, the  blood  may  find  its  way  below,  thus  making  the  condition  a 
most  serious  one.  After  death  a  peri-cortical  collection  of  blood  will  be 
found  ;  which  is  extensive  over  the  base,  and  probably  produces  death  by 
pressure  upon  the  pons  and  medulla. 

Diagnosis  Coincident  with  the  occurrence  of  the  hemorrhage, 

symptoms  will  be  presented  which  will  enable  us  to  localize  with  some 
degree  of  accuracy  the  position  of  the  clot,  its  extent,  and  character.  A 
lesion  in  or  about  the  corpus  striatum  will  be  followed  by  hemiplegia  of 
the  opposite  side.  The  temperature  being  higher  in  the  paralyzed  limbs 
than  in  the  others ;  the  eyeballs  will  deviate  towards  the  side  of  the  lesion  ; 
and  the  tongue,  when  protruded,  will  point  to  the  hemiplegic  side.  The 
face  is  paralyzed  on  the  same  side  as  the  arm  and  leg.  A  lesion  in  or 
about  the  optic  thalamus  will  present  the  same  phenomena,  only  that  the 
temperature  is  higher  in  the  paralyzed  limb  than  in  the  [)receding  form. 
A  lesion  in  one  cms  is  followed  by  very  much  the  same  symptoms.  If 
the  under  and  inner  part  be  affected,  we  find  cross  paralysis,  the  face 
being  paralyzed  on  the  side  of  the  lesion,  while  the  extremities  are  para- 
lyzed on  the  other  side  of  the  body.  HemianiDSthesia  is  quite  marked ;  and 
the  third  and  seventh  nerves  are  paralyzed,  so  that  ptosis  and  profound 


'  Arch,  dc  Tocologie,  1875. 

*  Guy's  Hosp.  Rep.,  vol.  xxi.  p.  131. 

*  Holmes's  System  of  Surgery,  1870. 
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facial  paralysis  result.  A  lesion  in  one  lateral  half  of  the  pons  is  fol- 
lowed by  hemiplegia  of  the  opposite  side,  profound  coma,  deviation  of  t!ie 
eyes  away  from  the  side  of  the  lesion,  facial  paralysis  on  the  side  of  the 
lesion,  lowered  temperature  in  the  non-paralyzed  limbs,  paralysis  of  the 
muscles  of  deglutition,  aud  anaesthesia  or  liypera^sthesia  of  parts  supplied 
by  the  fifth  nerve.  A  lesion  of  the  upper  half  of  the  lateral  region  of  the 
pons  Avill  be  expressed  by  pretty  much  all  of  the  symptoms  which  follow 
the  last- mentioned  lesion,  except  that  the  facial  paralysis  will  be  on  the 
side  opposite  the  lesion.  A  feature  of  all  forms  of  lesions  in  the  pons  is 
the  very  decided  character  of  the  facial  paralysis  ;  aud  if  there  be  exten- 
sion of  the  lesion,  there  may  be  double  facial  paralysis,  with  hemiplegia  of 
the  body.  A  lesion  in  the  posterior  part  of  the  pons,  beside  the  symp- 
toms just  alluded  to,  will  produce  paralysis  of  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh 
nerves  on  the  side  of  the  lesion  ;  or,  according  to  Brown-Secpiard,  it  may 
sometimes  produce  cross-paralysis.  A  lesion  in  the  centre  of  the  pons  is 
followed  by  double  paralysis,  deep  coma,  marked  contraction  of  pupils 
(wliile  in  the  other  forms  one  pupil  may  be  contracted  on  the  side  of  the 
lesion),  lowered  temperature  on  both  sides,  with  ultimate  rise  and  but 
slight  loss  of  sensation.  Louville^  reports  a  case  of  hemorrhage  into  the 
pons,  in  Avhich  sugar  was  found  in  the  urine.  This  he  considers  to  be 
an  ever-present  symptom  of  disease  in  the  lower  part  of  the  pons,  but 
never  a  feature  of  disease  of  the  upper  jDart.  A  hemorrhage  in  the 
medulla  is  followed  by  paralysis  of  the  cranial  nerves  on  both  sides,  bi- 
lateral paralysis  of  the  body,  and,  generally,  rapid  death.  Extensive 
lesions  may  produce  a  combination  of  these  phenomena,  and  diagnosis 
may  sometimes  be  an  extremely  difficult  matter.  A  patient  under  treat- 
ment with  syphilitic  disease  of  the  brain,  presents  a  combination  of  symp- 
toms which  are  extremely  interesting  in  a  diagnostic  sense. 

Wm.  McG.,  aged  58  years,  when  about  21  years  of  age,  had  a  primary 
chancre  upon  the  dorsum  of  tlie  penis,  followed  some  montlis  afterwards 
by  secondary  symptoms.  After  a  few  years  all  traces  of  syphilitic  trouble 
seemed  to  have  disappeared,  as  he  enjoyed  extraordinary  good  health. 
He  has  led  for  the  last  twelve  or  fourteen  years  a  very  intemperate  life, 
and  has  regularly  "gone  upon  sprees."  Twenty-six  months  ago,  after  an 
attack  of  facial  neuralgia,  Avhich  was  evidently  specific,  he  became  hemi- 
plegic  during  one  of  his  drinking  bouts,  but  does  not  remember  any  of  the 
circumstances  immediately  connected  with  the  apoplexy.  When  he  be- 
came sober  he  found  that  the  left  side  was  paralyzed,  but  the  loss  of 
power  could  not  have  been  very  great,  for  he  was  able  to  walk  in  a  few 
days.  About  a  year  ago  the  right  side  of  the  face  became  anesthetic,  and 
he  began  to  lose  tlie  sense  of  taste  on  tlie  left  side;  at  the  same  time  he 
found  it^  difficult  to  arrange  the  food  for  mastication,  aud  liis  power  of 
articulation  became  embarrassed. 

Present  Condition — Eyes.  Pupils  of  the  same  size,  and  not  abnor- 
mal; respond  M'ell  to  light;  no  ptosis,  nor  disturbanp<' of  vision  ;  no  retinal 
change.    Face — No  impairment  of  buccal  muscles,  nor  of  superficial 
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iacuil  muscltis,  excoiit  sliglit  contniction  of  tliose  of  v\<r\it  side  wlipii  lie 
Ojiens  his  nioutli.  When  this  is  done,  the  orifice  is  unsymmetricah  Anos- 
mui  ni;u-ked,  taste  impaired  to  sligiit  degree.  Warm  substances  produce 
an  impression  on  sound  side  of  tongue,  but  not  on  the  otiier.  Left  side  of 
the  pahite  paralyzed,  and  lower  than  the  other.  Left  side  of  tongue  atro- 
phied, presenting  the  appearance  depicted  in  Fig.  14  ;  and  when  protruded 
the  tip  points  to  the  right  side,  no  a|)i)arent  tactile  loss  of  sensation  as  de- 
termined by  the  a;sthesiometer.    Saliva  is  secreted  in  large  quantities, 


Fig.  14. 


Multiple  Lesion  witli  Tongue  Atrophy. 


and  constantly  drips  from  the  angles  of  the  mouth  when  he  talks.  Sensa- 
tion of  right  side  of  face  impaired;  feels  points  only  Avhen  separated  3  mm. 
on  other  side  1^  ;  some  difficulty  of  speech,  especially  with  the  letter  r, 
pronouncing  "righteous"  "eightshus;"  the  left  leg  he  drags  slightly  when 
he  walks.  Six  months  ago  he  slept  upon  liis  arm  when  drunk,  and  thereby 
added  to  his  other  troubles  a  decubitus  paralysis ;  slight  loss  of  power  in 
both  arms. 

In  this  case  there  were  evidently  two  lesions — one  in  the  medulla,  and 
the  other  on  the  right  side  of  the  brain — one  hemorrhagic,  the  other  of 
slow^  growth. 

We  are  to  diagnose  the  symptoms  of  cerebral  hemorrhage  in  its  different 
stages  from  those  of  the  following  diseases:  Actual  attack  from  unemia, 
drunkenness,  opium  poisoning,  tumor,  epilepsy,  compression  or  concussion 
from  injury,  embolism,  and  thrombosis.  There  are  certain  general  ap- 
pearances which  symptomatize  the  urccmt'c  condition,  and  can  hardly  be 
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mistaken ;  tlie  skin  is  waxy  and  ccaematous,  the  eyelids  are  puffed,  and 
the  legs  and  feet  swollen;  but,  as  Bastian  suggests,  it  does  not  always  fol- 
low, Avhen  we  find  tliese  appearances  in  an  individual  over  thirty  years 
of  age,  that  the  coma  is  always  purely  of  an  uraimic  character,  and  that 
there  may  not  be  a  complicating  hemorrhage.  The  urine,  when  drawn,  is 
found  to  contain  albumen,  but  this  symptom  by  itself  is  insufficient  to 
settle  the  rpiestion.  Urannic  coma  is  generally  of  gradual  appearance, 
though  Ilughlings  Jackson  calls  attention  to  a  form  which  has  a  rapid  onset, 
with  convulsions;  but,  on  the  whole,  such  sudden  appearance  is  more  sugges- 
tive of  cerebral  hemorrhage.  It  is  nearly  always  preceded  by  prodromata 
for  several  days.  The  patient  is  stupid,  and  inclined  to  somnolence,  and  has 
headache.  Bourneville  has  ascertained  that  the  temperature  rapidly  sinks 
when  the  coma  begins,  to  a  point  very  much  lower  than  it  does  in  cere- 
bral hemorrhage,  and  continues  depressed  during  the  condition,  while  the 
converse  is  true  in  the  other  affection.  Convulsions  are  much  more  promi- 
nent and  constant  features  of  ura3mic  coma  than  they  are  of  cerebral 
hemorrhage;  and,  beside,  there  is  no  paralysis.  Numerous  other  indica- 
tions will  serve  to  make  the  diagnosis  clear  in  this  respect.  The  coma  is 
not  deep,  and  it  is  possible  to  arouse  the  patient,  and  there  is  great  hyper- 
kinesis,  there  being  a  tendency  to  muscular  spasm  and  rigidity  which  is 
not  unilateral.  The  character  of  the  respiration  differs  from  that  of  cere- 
bral hemorrhage,  tbe  stertor  being  more  superficial.  From  drunkenness 
the  diagnosis  is  not  always  so  easily  made,  the  two  conditions  sometimes 
coexisting,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  delay  until  the  effect  of  the  alcohol 
has  passed  aAvay,  before  we  can  determine  our  patient's  true  condition. 
The  odor  of  liquor,  the  circumstances  under  Avhicli  he  was  found,  and  his 
imperfect  loss  of  consciousness,  are  sufficient  to  excite  suspicion.  If  he 
vomits,  we  may  chemically  test  the  substances  thrown  up,  or  we  may  ex- 
amine his  urine.  Anstie  gives  a  delicate  test  which  may  be  employed. 
If  even  only  one  drop  of  the  urine  of  the  patient  who  has  taken  a  toxic 
dose  of  alcohol  be  added  to  fifteen  minims  of  a  solution  of  one  part  of 
bichromate  of  jaotash  in  three  hundred  parts  of  strong  sulphuric  acid,  the 
mixture  will  turn  an  emerald  green.  With  a  larger  quantity  this  test  will 
be  much  more  certain.  The  articulation  of  an  intoxicated  person  when 
aroused  is  so  peculiar  and  so  inteiTupted  by  hiccough  that  there  need  be 
no  chance  for  mistake  in  this  respect.  Narcotic  poisoning  may  resemble 
somewhat  the  symptoms  indicating  cerebral  hemorrhage.  Like  alcoholic 
coma,  its  advent  is  gradual,  and  there  are  convulsions,  while  the  face  is 
dusky,  but  the  patient  may  be  generally  aroused.  Much  stress  has  been 
laid  upon  the  condition  of  the  pupil  in  opium  poisoning  as  a  diagnostic 
sign  ;  but,  as  this  symptom  is  indicative  of  hemorrhage  in  the  ])ons,  it 
loses  some  of  its  value.  Epileptic  coma  can  hardly  be  mistaken  (should 
it  be  a  stage  of  the  actual  epileptic  attack)  for  that  of  cerebral  hemorrhage. 
In  the  former  there  is  a  history  of  convulsions  ;  the  stupor  lasts  but  for  an 
hour  or  two  at  the  most;  the  temperature  is  elevated;  and  there  is  some- 
times an  escape  of  bloody  froth  from  the  mouth.  The  previous  history  of 
the  patient  should  set  all  other  doubts  at  rest.    Compression  or  concussion 
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trolu  liciul  injuries  nuiy  bu  mistaken  for  the  condition  under  consideration. 
In  tlie  f'oruier  there  may  be  a  subaraclinoid  eif'usion,  wliicii  may  give  rise 
to  many  of  the  symptoms.  Tiie  latter  is  usually  of  siiort  duration,  so  far 
as  symptonis  are  concerned.  The  skin  is  pale,  tiie  ])upils  dilated,  an<l 
vomiting  occurs  at  some  time  or  other.  It  is  always  of  decided  importance 
that  we  should  inquire  into  the  nature  and  receipt  of  the  injury;  for,  should 
it  follow  a  fall  while  the  patient  is  in  a  safe  position,  we  may  suspect  that 
he  has  had  a  seizure  of  some  kind,  the  injury  being  secondary  to  the 
attack. 

The  internal  cause  of  the  hemorrhage  is  always  important,  whether  it  be 
produced  by  an  abscess,  tumor,  or  other  intracranial  diseased  states ;  and 
these  things  are  to  be  taken  into  account.  The  antecedent  history  of  the 
patient,  the  presence  of  pain  of  a  localized  character,  subsequent  convulsion, 
loss  of  vision,  aural  disease,  and  kindred  conditions  should  all  be  ascertained. 
Serous  apoplexy,  as  it  has  been  called,  when  an  immense  effusion  of  serum 
takes  place  either  beneath  the  investing  membrane,  or  in  the  ventricles, 
or  throughout  the  brain  substance,  is  usually  of  gradual  origin,  and  de- 
pendent upon  the  collection  of  fluid  which  takes  the  place  of  atrophied 
brain  substance  or  attenuated  vessels. 

Prognosis  According  to  all  observers  it  is  an  exceedingly  difficult 

matter  to  make  a  prognosis  with  any  certainty,  especially  an  early  one, 
and,  consequently,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  every  circum- 
stance of  the  case  should  be  taken  into  account  and  carefully  considered 
before  we  give  expression  to  any  opinion.  Certainty  of  prediction  is  made 
doubtful,  by  new  complications,  and  fresh  dangers  that  are  likely  to  arise. 
There  are  several  questions  that  are  to  be  answered,  and  the  first  of 
these  concerns  the  fatality  of  the  actual  attack.  The  character  of  the 
coma,  its  depth  and  duration,  the  appearance  of  convulsions,  abolition  of 
reflex  excitability,  stertor,  involuntary  passage  of  urine  and  feces  are  to 
be  regarded  as  indicative  of  an  early  fatal  termination.  If  this  condition 
be  connected  with  unequal  pupils,  and  double  hemiplegia,  the  prognosis  is, 
if  anything,  more  unfavorable.  Large  hemorrhages  into  the  ventricles,  cor- 
pora striata,  or  into  the  crura  or  pons  are  then  to  be  feared.  The  patient 
presenting  these  alarming  symptoms  dies  usually  in  a  very  short  time,  say 
in  from  a  few  hours  to  two  or  three  days,  and  there  may  be,  perhaps,  an 
aggravation  of  the  symptoms  towards  the  end  as  the  result  of  fresh  hemor- 
rhage. If  he  survives  the  attack,  what  are  the  chances  for  the  return  of 
mental  power  ?  or,  if  not  affected,  will  it  subsequently  become  impaired  ? 
This  depends  very  much  upon  the  occurrence  of  inflammatory  action  about 
the  clot,  or  whetlier  there  be  uriEmic  trouble  or  softening.  We  may  augur 
well  for  his  chances  if  these  conditions  are  absent,  and  if  he  lives  for  eight 
or  ten  days  after  the  inimediate  attack.  In  regard  to  the  speech  disturb- 
ances :  if  there  be  simple  ataxia,  there  is  no  reason  to  fear  ;  if,  how- 
ever, any  marked  forgetfulness  of  words  or  genuine  aphasia  exists,  the 
prognosis  is  less  hopeful.  This  condition  of  affixirs  often  exists  for 
years  without  the  slightest  improvement  taking  place.  At  first  the 
mind  is  confused  and  dull,  and,  unless  the  hemorrhage  is  the  result  of 
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softening  or  other  dcgonenvtion,  tl.crc  is  but  little  doubt  that  l.o  will 
ultimately  regain  his  mental  netivity.  It  is,  however,  well  to  qual.iy 
this  statement  by  saying  that  in  old  people  the  tendency  is  the  other  way. 
Congenital  apoplexies,  or  those  occurring  in  early  life,  are  apt  to  leave 
sequelaj  of  the  most  deplorable  description,  such  as  imbecdity  and  kin- 
dred conditions.  The  return  of  muscular  ])0wer  and  normal  sensation 
is  the  most  important  question  to  be  next  considered,  for  much  of  the 
patient's  future  comfort  depends  upon  the  recovery  of  his  lost  power. 
Should  the  limbs  remain  paralyzed,  or  secondary  neuritis  take  place,  the 
consequence  will  be  atrophy  and  contractures,  such  as  I  have  described. 
It  is,  however,  usual  for  recovery  to  begin  in  a  few  weeks,  and  in  even  a 
shorter  time  should  the  hemorrhage  be  unattended  by  loss  of  conscious- 
ness. The  limb  first  to  recover  is  the  lower  extremity.  He  is  able  after 
a  short  time  to  get  out  of  bed  and  "  hobble"  about,  or  he  may  retain  a 
certain  degree  of  power  from  the  first  should  the  hemorrhage  be  slight. 
He  is  subsequently  able  to  raise  his  hand  to  his  head,  and  ultimately 
recovers  entirely.  But  this  improvement  does  not  always  occur,  for 
during  a  cerebritis,  which  may  subsequently  take  place,  a  number  of  seri- 
ous muscular  distortions  of  a  permanent  character  may  ensue.  A  case 
illustrating  this  is  the  following  : — 

J.  C.  D.,  aged  53  ;  born  in  Ireland  ;  carman.  Family  history,  mother 
died  of  old  age ;  father  died  of  renal  disease.  The  patient  in  early  life 
was  very  intemperate,  and  there  are  some  evidences  of  syphilitic  trouble, 
there  being  nodes,  bald  spots,  and  enlarged  glands  ;  but  he  denies  any 
venereal  disease.  For  three  months  previous  to  the  attack  (it  occurred 
three  years  ago)  he  suffered  from  headache,  dizziness,  and  other  prodro- 
mal symptoms  ;  none  very  marked,  however.  He  went  to  bed  one  night 
feeling  perfectly  well,  and  awoke  with  "  cramps,"  which  affected  his  right 
leg  ;  he  called  his  wife,  and  attempted  to  get  out  of  bed,  when  he  found  he 
was  paralyzed.  There  was  no  speech  trouble  whatever.  He  was  placed 
in  bed,  and  remained  there  for  three  months,  during  which  time  he  had 
violent  headache  in  the  occipital  region. 

Present  Condition  Hemiplegia  of  right  side,  sensibility  slightly  im- 
paired, and  no  atrophy  of  either  the  arm  or  leg.  When  he  stands  there  is 
sliglit  rigidity  of  the  inner  ham-strings.  The  toes  and  end  of  the  foot  are 
adducted;  and  when  he  walks,  the  foot  is  raised  froln  the  ground  about 
one  inch;  the  knee  is  rigid,  and  there  is  motion  only  at  the  liip-joint.  The 
fingers  of  the  right  hand  ai"e  in  a  condition  of  extreme  flexion,  and  cannot 
be  extended  by  ordinary  force  ;  but,  Avhen  the  hand  is  placed  in  hot  water 
for  some  time,  the  rigidity  is  partially  overcome.  The  thumb  is  not  in- 
volved; but,  when  the  distal  phalanx  was  extended,  it  could  be  bent  back- 
wards some  distance,  and  remained  in  this  condition  until  it  Avas  restored 
by  me.  The  hand  is  slightly  flexed,  and  the  forearm  pronated  and  flexed 
on  the  arm,  and  the  arm  adducted  to  the  body.  No  lateral  movement  is 
possible.  There  was  an  early  history  of  neuritis,  whicli  came  on  a  short 
time  after  the  attack,  with  decided  pain  in  the  shoulder-joint,  during  which 
the  patient  applied  blisters  and  mustard  poidtices.  Tlie  dynamometer  in- 
dicates 20,  outer  circle,  with  tlie  right  luind,  and  80  with  tlie  left.  There 
is  no  visible  facial  ^walysis,  but  the  tongue  points  slightly  to  the  right 
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side.  The  snvWxcv.  of  the  parulyzed  side  is  mottled  and  cold,  and  the  nails 
are  crenated  and  horny. 

The  facial  paralysis  is  sometimes  a  grave  and  permanent  condition,  and 
is  very  serious,  especially  if  there  be  ptosis.  Should  the  paralysis  involve 
the  muscles  of  the  pliarynx,  tiie  tongue,  or  the  buccal  muscles,  the  prog- 
nosis is  very  bad,  and  these  symptoms  suggest  that  the  hemorrhage  has 
invaded  the  posterior  basal  parts  of  the  brain,  and,  perhaps,  the  medulla. 
The  organs  of  special  sense  are  affected  to  a  variable  extent,  and  greatly 
modify  the  prognosis.  If  there  be  involvement  of  the  optic  disks,  retinal 
extravasations,  or  structural  changes  of  the  fundus,  a  grave  character  is 
given  to  the  disease  ;  while  such  symptoms  as  ptosis  and  diplopia,  which 
depend  upon  paralysis  of  the  third  and  sixth  nerve,  sometimes  disappear 
after  a  time,  though  such  disappearance  may  very  slowly  take  place.  The 
recurrence  of  apoplectic  attacks  is  not  uncommon,  and  if  there  be  any  spe- 
cial cachexia,  they  are  to  be  di-eaded.  Syphilis  and  gout,  as  well  as  renal 
disease,  are  highly  conducive  to  a  return  of  the  trouble ;  or  advanced  age 
is  an  important  predisposing  cause  of  cerebral  hemori-hage.  When  we 
find  a  calcareous  state  of  the  arteries  M'ith  cerebral  hemorrhage,  it  is  very 
probable  that  other  fluxions  will  follow.  I  remember  a  case  in  which  a 
succession  of  hemorrhages  occurred  in  the  person  of  a  middle-aged  lady, 
the  third  of  which  proved  fatal : — 

N.  G.  A.,  aged  57.  On  the  evening  of  February  3, 1873, 1  was  called  by 
Dr.  Wm.  H.  Bennett  to  see  the  patient,  whom  I  found  in  a  state  of  coma.  All 
of  the  characteristic  appearances  of  a  profuse  cerebral  effusion  were  mani- 
fested. The  apoplectic  seizure  had  taken  place  the  day  before,  and  she  had 
continued  in  a  comatose  state  until  I  saw  her  with  Dr.  Bennett.  Her  surface 
was  cool,  her  breathing  slow  and  stertorous,  her  pupils  dilated,  and  corneaj 
insensitive  to  the  touch  ;  while  reflex  excitability  was  entirely  abolished, 
so  that  tickling  of  the  soles  was  followed  by  no  withdrawal  of  either  limb. 
In  this  state  she  remained  until  the  8th  of  the  month,  during  Avhich  time, 
and  in  fact  until  the  time  of  her  death,  in  November  of  the  same  year,  it 
was  necessary  to  draw  her  water  nearly  every  day.  At  the  end  of  the 
fifth  day  there  was  a  slight  return  of  consciousness,  but  entire  inability  to 
speak,  the  patient  making  a  peculiar  short  sound  when  she  wished  to  com- 
municate with  those  rfibout  her.  There  was  complete  paralysis  of  the  right 
side,  but  a  faradic  current  readily  produced  muscular  contractions.  From 
this  period  until  September  13tli,  there  was  steady  improvement,  and  the 
family,  as  well  as  ourselves,  were  very  hopeful.  She  recovered  consider- 
able power  over  the  leg  and  arm,  but  was  unable  to  get  out  of  bed,  although 
she  was  lifted  from  it  and  placed  in  an  easy  chair,  where  she  remained 
contented  for  several  hours  of  the  day.  She  was  now  able  to  utter  two  or 
three  words,  and  seemed  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  all  tluit  went  on  about 
her.  On  the  13th  of  September,  while  lying  in  bed,  she  suddenly  became 
comatose,  and  presented  all  the  symptoms  of  a  fresh  hemorrhage.  Her 
temperature,  which  had  before  ranged  between  98°  and  101°,  no\v  sank 
to  96°;  and  her  condition  was  so  critical  that  I  remained  with  her  during 
the  night  of  the  14th,  Avhen  she  slightly  recovered,  regaining  her  con- 
sciousness on  the  17th;  but  there  was  comiilete  loss  of  power.  The  tem- 
perature now  rose  to  104°,  and  she  was  restless  and  irritable.    Her  power 
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of  expression  had  entirely  disappeured,  and  slic  remained  in  tliis  state 
until  the  19th  of  November,  when  she  died  in  her  last  apoplectic  attack. 

This  patient,  before  her  last  illness,  had  suffered  for  some  time  from 
albinninuria,  but  her  symptoms  had  been  almost  entirely  relieved  when 
her  first  cerebral  hemorrhage  took  place.  She  was  of  spare  build,  her 
radial  arteries  were  rigid,  and  the  arcus  senilis  was  visible  to  a  limited 
extent. 

This  tendency  to  cerebral  hemorrhage  is  sometimes  seen  in  gouty  sub- 
jects. A  patient  recently  sent  to  me  by  Dr.  William  Lockwood,  of  Nor- 
walk,  Conn.,  had  suffered  for  years  from  gouty  trouble.  Besides  the  pain 
her  joints  presented  gouty  swellings,  with  chalky  concretions.  Within 
the  past  five  years  she  has  suffered  from  slight  hemiplegia  of  both  sides  ; 
on  the  right  most  severely.  In  this  case  it  is  probable  that  the  rupture  of 
a  large  vessel  will  some  day  carry  her  off. 

Treatment  Our  treatment  must  be,  first,  preventive,  second,  for 

the  attack,  and  third,  for  the  amelioration  of  the  resulting  condition.  If 
we  have  to  deal  with  cachexias  of  different  kinds,  appropriate  treatment  is 
indicated.  Should  there  be  gouty  trouble,  albuminuria,  or  syphilis,  these 
are  to  be  met  with  alkalies  (FF.  45,  46),  diuretics  (FF.  18, 19),  and  specific 
remedies  (F.  20)  such  as  mercury  and  the  iodides.  If  there  be  depraved 
general  health,  weak  heart  action,  and  general  debility,  we  are  to  support 
our  patient  by  quinine,  stimulants,  and  nourishing  food.  Combinations 
of  digitalis  and  iron  (F.  21)  are  especially  useful  when  there  is  low  ar- 
terial tension,  and  rapid  heart  action.  In  speaking  of  cerebral  congestion 
I  alluded  to  the  conditions  which  might  favor  an  excessive  flow  of  blood 
to  the  head,  and  advocated  special  forms  of  treatment.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  repeat  these  indications,  but  I  will  simply  refer  to  the  value  of  the  bro- 
mides given  in  doses  of  from  20  to  30  grains  three  times  a  day  if  there  be 
any  tendency  to  head  fulness,  while  ergot  administered  in  half-drachm  doses 
two  or  three  times  during  the  24  hours,  and  the  abstraction  of  blood  from 
behind  the  ears,  may  be  resorted  to,  should  there  be  a  suspicion  of  imme- 
diate danger.  The  patient  is  to  be  kept  perfectly  quiet  in  a  cool  room, 
cold  applications  are  to  be  made  to  the  head,  and  his  bowels  should  be 
emptied  by  some  such  cathartics  as  the  compound  jalap  powder,  senna,  or 
Rochelle-  salts.  Should  we  recognize  the  appearance  of  any  prodromal 
symptoms,  we  must  immediately  inform  the  patient  of  the  dangerous  pos- 
sibility, and  enjoin  upon  him  the  necessity  of  regulating  his  mode  of  life, 
of  breaking  off  bad  habits,  and  using  every  means  in  his  power  to  improve 
cutaneous  circulation.  The  flesh-brush,  cold,  and  sometimes  Turkish 
baths,  moderate  out-door  exercise,  and  other  agents  which  stimulate  the 
surface  capillaries  and  relieve  internal  congestion,  should  be  as  soon  as 
possible  resorted  to.  The  patient's  diet  should  be  farinaceous,  and  the 
use  of  either  strong  drink  or  condiments  is  to  be  at  once  discontinued.  He 
is  to  sleep  in  a  cool  room,  and  on  no  account  wear  tight  neck  gear.  The 
feet  are  to  be  kept  warm,  and  thick  woollen  stockings  should  be  recom- 
mended.   Violent  exertion,  especially  forms  requiring  any  fixation  of  the 
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ubdoininiil  imisclcs  or  stminin<j,  jire  iilso  to  be  carefully  guarded  against. 
Should  wo  be  called  to  liud  the  patient  in  the  actual  apoplectic  state, 
another  line  of  treatment  must  be  followed  out.  If  in  this  condition  lie  is 
found  lying  in  a  comsitoso  state  upon  the  floor,  he  is  to  be  lifted  gently, 
carried  to  a  bed,  and  well  ])ropi)ed  up  by  pillows  so  that  the  head  is 
elevated.  The  room  should  be  kept  cool  and  w(;ll  ventilated,  and  cold 
applications  are  to  be  applied  to  his  h(;ad,  while  his  feet  may  be  ke|)t 
warm  by  contact  with  bottles  filled  with  hot  water.  The  room  is  to  be 
darkened,  and  his  collar  and  shirt  collar  band  should  be  cut  or  ripped  off, 
so  that  the  flow  of  blood  to  and  from  the  head  shall  be  unembarrassed.  It 
is  essential. to  keep  bini  perfectly  quiet ;  so  loud  talking  is  to  be  forbidden, 
and  officious  friends  kept  away.  In  times  gone  by,  it  was  customary  always 
to  bleed  at  this  stage.  I  think  experience  has  clearly  proven  how  dan- 
gerous is  such  practice,  for  hemorrhage  in  the  brain  is  very  apt  to  be  started 
afresh  by  any  such  measure.  If,  however,  the  pulse  be  full,  strong,  and 
bounding,  the  patient's  face  flushed,  and  his  condition  one  of  plethora,  the 
abstraction  of  a  few  ounces  of  blood  from  behind  the  ears,  with  cold  douches 
to  the  head  and  mustard  plasters  to  the  calves,  will  do  much  good.  This 
condition  may  be  so  patent  to  the  observer  that,  perhaps,  in  rare  instances 
and  after  careful  deliberation,  he  may  decide  to  abstract  ten  or  twelve 
ounces  from  the  arm.  If  we  hear  that  he  has  been  constipated  for  several 
days,  a  drop  or  two  of  croton  oil  or  half  a  grain  of  elaterium  (F.  22)  may 
be  given  in  a  wafer,  or  applied  to  the  tongue  if  he  is  unable  to  swallow  ;  it 
is  advisable  to  give  the  fii-st  remedy,  however,  if  the  patient  is  profoundly 
comatose.  Should  there  be  much  cardiac  excitement,  no  better  medicines 
can  be  recommended  than  tincture  of  veratrum  viride  (F.  36),  or  tincture 
of  aconite  ;  the  former  in  doses  of  from  6  to  8  minims  till  the  pulse  force 
is  decreased,  and  the  latter  in  rather  lai-ge  doses,  say  from  4  to  6  minims 
at  a  time,  and  after  an  interval  of  four  hours,  another  dose,  if  the  pulse 
has  not  decreased  in  volume  or  frequency.  The  medical  attendant  should 
not  forget  to  draw  the  patient's  urine  frequently.  I  have  known  a  neglect 
of  this  precaution  to  be  followed  by  pain  and  distress  which  the  patient  in 
his  helplessness  is  unable  to  express  ;  and  I  cannot  impress  too  strongly 
upon  the  student  the  necessity  of  remembering  this  simple  procedure. 
When  consciousness  returns  we  may  continue  the  aconite  if  it  is  indicated, 
and  perhaps  combine  it  wdth  small  doses  (say  10  grains)  of  the  bromide  of 
sodium  (F.  1)  every  two  hours.  Active  medication  of  any  kind,  how- 
ever, is  injudicious  in  the  extreme ;  so  it  will  not  do  to  give  large  doses. 
Should  there  be  a  condition  of  prostration,  a  tablespoonful  or  two  of  milk 
punch  may  be  given  every  few  hours.  The  subsequent  management  of 
the  case  is  sufficiently  simiile  ;  continued  quiet,  a  moderate  quantity  of 
food  easy  of  digestion,  and  attention  to  the  functions  of  the  body  are  the 
three  indications.  He  should  not  be  allowed  to  get  up  to  defecate,  but 
the  bed-pan  may  be  placed  beneath  him.  It  may  be  found  necessary  to 
give  an  enema,  which  is  better  than  the  administration  of  purgatives  by 
the  mouth,  and  in  this  case  the  patient  should  not  be  allowed  out  of 
bed,  even  though  he  may  seem  bright  and  suflficiently  strong.  Cleanliness 
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should  be  insisted  upon,  and  genenilly  necessitates  the  faithful  care  of  a 
resi)onsible  nurse;  for,  if  the  jtatient  is  not  carefully  washed,  tlie  irritation 
produced  by  alkaline  urine  and  his  loose  evacuations  may  favor  the  devel- 
opment of  bedsores.  As  a  precautionary  measure,  the  buttocks  should  be 
rubbed  with  salt  and  wliiskey,  or,  Avhat  is  still  better,  tannin  and  alcoiiol. 
Bedsores  may  occasionally  form,  and  sometimes  are  unnoticed  by  tlie 
physician  if  he  is  Jiot  on  tlie  alert,  until  his  nose  or  the  nurse  remind  him 
of  their  existence,  the  patient  either  being  unconscious  of  such  trouble,  or 
unable  to  inform  the  physician  even  if  he  is  aware  of  tlieir  presence.  The 
patient  should  be  immediately  put  on  a  water  bed,  and  the  slough  re- 
moved by  poultices  of  flax-seed  and  charcoal  Avhich  may  be  sprinkled  with 
iodoform.  At  the  end  of  the  8th  or  9th  day,  should  tlie  tendency  be 
to  recovery,  and  the  temperature  normal,  we  are  left  with  an  ordinary 
case  of  hemiplegia.  What  is  to  be  done  next?  If  the  attack  has  been 
a  serious  one  and  signalized  by  .marked  loss  of  consciousness,  and  if 
the  secondary  rise  of  temperature  be  high,  it  is  not  best  to  begin  elec- 
trical treatment  for  fully  a  month  or  longer.  If  the  muscles  respond 
too  quickly  to  electric  stimulus,  we  are  not  to  use  this  agent,  but  to  wait 
for  some  days  or  weeks,  when  we  may  cautiously  employ  the  faradic  cur- 
rent to  the  muscles  of  the  affected  side.  Large  sponge-covered  electrodes 
moistened  in  a  salty  solution  should  be  employed,  so  that  all  the  muscles 
may  be  subjected  to  the  electric  stimulus  in  turn.  Electrization  may  be 
direct  or  indirect,  the  muscles  being  made  to  contract  either  when  both 
s})onges  are  applied  to  their  bellies,  or  when  one  is  placed  in  contact  with 
the  muscle  and  the  other  is  applied  over  the  motor  nerve  by  which  it  is 
supplied.  In  certain  cases  faradization  fails  to  do  any  good  whatever,  and 
this  is  especially  the  case  when  there  is  delay  in  the  absorption  of  the 
clot  or  any  cerebritis.  Two  cases  illustrating  the  possible  advantages  of 
this  form  of  treatment  are  the  following  : — 

Right  Hemipler/ia ;  Cure — O.  S.,  aged  52,  butler,  came  under  my 
charge  October  2d,  1872.  He  had  been  deprived  of  consciousness  and 
power  of  motion  a  year  before  by  a  cerebral  hemorrhage,  and,  after 
resuming  the  duties  of  his  avocation  some  months  afterwards,  continued 
well  till  three  months  ago,  when  a  second  attack  prostrated  him  ;  but, 
through  the  good  treatment  he  received  at  Bellevue  Hospital,  he  partially 
recovered  the  power  of  locomotion.  When  he  came  to  me  for  treatment 
there  was  complete  hemiplegia  of  the  left  side.  There  was  no  peculiarity 
in  his  gait,  beyond  a  very  slight  dragging.  The  arm  was  slightly  atro- 
phied, and  the  amount  of  power  exerted  by  a  forcible  grasp  of  the  dynamo- 
meter was  indicated  by  15°  of  tiie  lesser  circle.  He  could  not  button  his 
clothes,  nor  lift  his  arm  above  his  head.  Tiiere  was  no  difficulty  in  speech, 
except  it  might  be  embarrassment  in  speaking  the  words  containing  the 
letters  "b"^and  "p,"  when  the  labial  muscles  were  required. 

Electric  irritability  in  the  arm  was  slightly  exaggerated.  After  giving 
hini  a  simple  prescription  for  his  constipation,  I  dismissed  him. 

In  three  weeks  afterward  he  returned  in  very  mucli  tiie  same  condition. 
I  then  systematically  applied  the  galvanic  ciuTcnt  to  the  head,  a,ud  the 
faradic  to  the  limbs.    The  improvement  was  marked  and  immediate. 
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The  muscles  lost  tlieir  atropliic  stiite,  mid  became  firmer  and  hivjun:  Tlie 
patient  Wiis  able  to  periorm  many  actions  witb  iiis  liands  not  possible  be- 
foj-e  this  treatment.  Faradization  to  the  lips  and  ciieek  has  effectually 
overcome  tiie  facial  paralysis,  and  he  now  speaks  distinctly. 

Cerebral  Softenin;/ ;  Iliyht  Hemiplegia;    Sliyht  Improvement  H, 

Walker,  aged  G2,  Ciermany,  canal-boat  captain,  presented  himself  fbi-  treat- 
ment in  December  with  a  well-marked  right  hemiplegia.  He  had  been 
injured  some  time  before  while  on  the  deck  of  his  canal-boat,  and  tlien  hit 
upon  the  head.  He  was  senseless  for  some  days,  but  recovered,  with  se- 
vere cerebral  disturbance,  which,  from  his  wife's  statement,  must  have 
been  inflammation  of  the  cerebral  substance. 

He  left  bis  bed  after  some  weeks,  witli  persistent  pain  in  the  head, 
aphasia,  trembling,  and  a  heavy  feeling  of  the  lower  limbs.  His  memory 
and  other  mental  faculties  became  obscured,  and  there  was  an  uneasy 
expression  of  the  eyes.  About  a  year  after  the  receipt  of  his  original  in- 
jury, while  working  one  day  in  the  sun,  he  had  an  apoplectic  fit. 

After  remaining  in  bed  some  time,  muscular  power  and  cutaneous  sen- 
sibility slowly  came  back.  He  Avas  able  to  walk  with  difficulty;  his  speech 
was  indistinct ;  the  muscles  of  both  the  leg  and  arm  were  gi-eatly  atrophied ; 
and  I  determined  to  use  faradism. 

The  constant  use  of  the  very  mild  current  for  several  weeks  brought 
back,  to  some  degree,  the  original  contour  of  the  paralyzed  muscles.  He 
was  able  to  progress  with  a  cane,  but  his  speech  remained  imperfect. 
During  the  treatment  he  had  repeated  premonitory  signs  of  a  new  attack. 
Faradism  was  resorted  to  to  prevent  atrophy,  but  its  good  effects  were 
only  temporary,  as  there  is  still  softening. 

In  connection  with  this  treatment  we  may  give  at  the  same  time  either 
iodide  of  potassium,  strychnine,  or  ergot. 

Iodide  of  Potassium — Should  there  be  a  syphilitic  history,  I  think  we 
may  begin  at  once  with  this  remedy.  If  there  be  no  such  dyscrasia,  I  do 
not  approve  of  the  remedy  at  any  time.  It  is  administered  very  often 
with  the  idea  of  producing  absorption  of  the  clot,  and  is  recommended  by 
many  writers.  My  limited  experience  has  convinced  me  that  its  virtues 
have  been  very  much  overestimated.  I  have  found  that  in  many  cases 
the  patient's  tendency  to  recovery  was  hastened  more  by  rest,  good  food, 
and  fresh  air,  than  by  any  other  form  of  medication.  It  is  perhaps  of 
value  in  old  cases. 

Phosphorus  Either  in  its  pure  state  (FF.  24,  25,  26),  or  in  combina- 
tion with  zinc,  it  is  of  great  benefit  in  cases  of  long  standing,  especially  if 
there  be  debility  and  tardy  restoration  of  power  in  the  paralyzed  limb. 
The  phosphide  of  zinc  (F.  27)  in  doses  of  one-third  of  a  grain,  or  dilute 
phosphoric  acid  in  half-teaspoonful  doses,  are  perhaps  better  borne  than 
pure  phosphorus. 

Strychnine  is  entitled  to  more  consideration.  If  used  at  the  proper 
time,  it  is  more  powerful  to  do  good  than  any  other  remedy  I  know  of, 
perhaps  excepting  electricity.  When  the  exaggerated  electro-muscular 
irritability  subsides,  we  may  give  it  in  doses  of  of  a  grain  three 
times  a  day  (F.  29),  but  before  this  time  its  use  is  attended  with 
danger. 
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Yiince'  has  recommended  hypodermic  injection  of  strychnine,  bnt  I 
ulwixys  iiexitute  when  injecting  an  irritating  substance  into  tlie  belly  of  a 
paralyzed  muscle,  for  I  have  reijeatedly  seen  abscesses  ibllow  the  use  of 
even  a  neutral  solution  properly  injected.  Impaired  muscular  vitality  and 
tardy  reparative  nutrition  do  not  favor  its  use.  However,  Bartholow, 
Eulenberg,  and  Eclieverria  recommend  its  employment,  and  have  had 
good  results.  Perhaps  in  paralysis  of  central  origin  the  trouble  to  Avhich 
I  have  alluded  is  not  so  much  to  be  feared  as  when  the  affection  is  peri- 
pheral. Eacii  muscle  is  to  be  subjected  to  injection  (F.  30),  one  being  so 
treated  each  day.  Instead  of  the  plan  recommended  by  these  authorities, 
viz.,  injections  into  the  substance  of  the  muscle,  I  prefer  local  subcutaneous 
introduction  of  the  solution  by  the  hypodermic  syringe.  In  addition  to 
electric  treatment,  it  is  well  to  resort  to  massage  and  passive  movement  of 
the  contracted  members.  The  patient  may  be  directed  to  do  this  himself, 
and  he  should  be  told  to  rub  the  paralyzed  limb  several  times  daily  for  at 
least  fifteen  minutes  at  a  time.  Dr.  G.  M.  Beard  has  recommended  heat 
in  the  treatment  of  paralysis,  and  his  plan  is  to  place  the  affected  limb  in 
a  heated  earthen  drain  pipe,  well  lined  with  flannel.  I  can  quite  agree 
with  him,  but  have  found  that  alternate  heat  and  cold  applied  to  the  sur- 
face produce  more  rapid  improvement  in  nutrition  of  parts  which  have  lost 
their  power.  I  originally  recommended  the  instrument  depicted  in  Fig  15, 
which  will  be  found  a  cleanly  and  convenient  apparatus.  One  receptacle 
is  filled  with  hot  water,  the  other  with  cold.    If  the  contracted  limbs 


Fig.  15. 


Instrument  for  applying  Heat  aud  Cold. 


where  lately  rigidity  had  taken  place  are  allowed  to  remain  daily  for 
fifteen  minutes  or  half  an  hour  in  quite  hot  water,  much  benefit  will 
follow ;  or,  should  there  be  neuritis,  we  may  use  blisters,  or  the  actual 
cautery  along  the  course  of  the  nerve  trunk.  It  is  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance that  everything  should  be  done  to  improve  the  patient's  hygienic 
surroundings,  diet,  and  habits.  Pie  should  not  remain  in-doors,  but  stay 
in  the  open  air  as  much  as  possible.  Food  of  a  nutritious  but  not  of  a 
fatty  character,  moderate  stimulation  if  needed,  and  a  course  of  tonics, 
may  constitute  our  form  of  treatment  during  this  late  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease. 


'  Journal  of  Psychological  Medicine,  April,  1870. 
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CEREBELLAR  HEMORRHAGE. 

Very  little  lias  been  written  in  regard  to  effusions  of  blood  into  tlie 
cerebellum,  and  tlie  diagnosis  of  such  a  condition  is  attended  by  many 
difficulties.  An  excellent  thesis  on  tlie  above  subject,  by  Dr.  Carion,' 
contains  the  following  conclusions  in  regard  to  diagnosis  of  this  disease: — 

"  The  predominating  symptom  of  cerebellar  hemorrhage  is  general 
enfeeblement  of  the  muscular  system.  Hemiplegia  is  relatively  rare  ; 
when  it  exists  it  is  sometimes  crossed,  sometimes  direct.  Facial  paralysis 
is  exceptional ;  it  involves  the  orbicular  muscle  of  the  eyes,  and  occurs 
on  tlie  side  of  the  lesion,  and  it  has  for  its  cause  the  compression  of  the 
seventh  pair  at  its  point  of  emergence.  Tlie  tongue  presents  a  certain 
degree  of  asthenia,  shown  by  a  weakness  in  its  movements,  without  de- 
viation. Strabismus,  like  the  facial  jiaralysis,  is  not  observed  as  a  symp- 
tom of  cerebellar  origin ;  it  may  occur  from  com]n'ession  of  some  one  of 
the  motor  nerves  of  the  eye.  The  conjugated  deviation  of  the  eyes  has 
been  observed ;  it  always  occurs  towards  the  uninjured  side  as  for  other 
parts  of  the  encephalic  isthmus.  The  pupils  are  sometimes  dilated — more 
frequently  contracted ;  they  sometimes  react  under  the  influence  of  light, 
and  are  insensible.  General  sensibility  is  unaltered  even  when  hemiplegia 
exists ;  we  barely  observe  a  slight  anassthesia  in  a  few  rare  cases ;  hyperajs- 
thesia  is  still  less  frequent.  Troubles  of  special  sensibility,  principally  of 
sight,  have  been  observed,  but  they  are  very  rare  exceptions.  The  in- 
telligence is  generally  preserved  in  all  its  integrity.  Vomiting  is  scarcely 
ever  absent,  and  it  can  rightly  be  deemed  one  of  the  more  characteristic 
symptoms  of  cerebellar  hemorrhage." 


'  Abstracted  in  Chicago  Journal  of  N.  Disease,  vol.  ii.  p.  621. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  CEREBRUM  AND  CEREBELLUM  (CoxNTinued). 

CP:REBRAL  ANilCMIA. 

Synonyms  Syncope,  Anomie  Cdr^bnile,  Hydroceplialoid. 

Definition  A  morbid  state  chanictei-ized  by  an  insufficient  cerebral 

blood-supply,  and  expressed  by  impairment  of  consciousness,  pallor,  and 
much  muscular  enfeeblement.  This  disease  is  capable  of  quite  as  great 
modification  as  cerebral  hyperannia,  as  it  may  be  wliat  only  appears  to  be 
a  continued  physiological  condition,  or  a  grave  pathological  state.  Cere- 
bral anaemia  may  occur  :  1 ,  in  an  acute  form  (syncope)  ;  2,  in  a  chronic  form  ; 
3,  in  an  infantile  form  (the  hydroceplialoid  of  Marshall  Hall)  ;  and,  4,  it  is 
localized  or  partial,  as  a  result  of  vascular  obstruction.  The  acute  form, 
which  may  be  only  a  simple  fainting  attack,  or  the  result  of  shock  follow- 
ing severe  hemorrhage,  is  the  most  familiar  variety.  It  is  hardly  neces- 
ssary  to  describe  the  alarming  and  familiar  condition  that  we  occasionally 
meet  with  after  post-partum  hemorrhage,  or  protracted  decubitus,  when  the 
j)atient  assumes  the  erect  posture.  The  chronic  vaiuety  is  much  less  serious 
in  its  earlier  stages,  though,  when  continued,  it  is  often  the  forerunner  of 
certain  forms  of  insanity.  It  is  symptoniatized  by  lowei'ed  function  of  the 
cerebral  ganglia,  depraved  nervous  tone,  and  general  intellectual  apathy  ; 
for,  as  nornuil  circvdation  is  necessa.iy  for  the  support  of  healthy  brain 
action,  and  as  we  find  that  rapidity  of  tliought  and  emotioufil  activity  are 
proportionate  to  the  increase  in  tlie  cerebral  b^ood-supply,  so  must  insuffi- 
cient circulation  bring  with  it  an  impaired  state  of  intellectual  functional 
activity.  This  loss  of  healthy  action  may  be  expressed  by  drowsiness, 
obscured  intelligence,  or  by  irritability  and  restlessness. 

Tile  infantile  form  generally  follows  some  of  tiie  continued  fevers  of 
early  life,  and  is  a  disease  of  childhood.  Occurring  during  the  stage  of 
convalescence  of  the  acute  form,  it  is  symptomatized  by  semi-conscious- 
ness, diarrhd'a,  great  exhaustion,  insensitive  pupils,  pallor,  sighing  respi- 
ration, and  other  symptoms. 

The  last  variety,  local  or  partial  cerebral  ana'mia,  is  that  which  is 
usually  productive  of  right  hemiplegia,  and  is  due,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  to  thrombosis  or  embolism,  and  often  has  a  (ri'avc  termination. 

It  is  hardly  n(?cessary  to  allude  to  Acute  Cerel)ral  Anaemia,  for  it  (monies 
within  the  province  of  tlie  surgeon  rather  than  within  that  of  tlie  neurologist. 
Following  some  grave  accident  when  there  is  sudden  and  excessive  loss 
ot  blood,  we  will  find  a  corresponding  loss  of  consciousness,  and  muscular 
power,  sighing,  and  slow  respiration,  generally  vomiting,  and  involuntary 
discharge  of  feces  and  urine. 
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The  condition  is  not  ii  lusting  one,  and  jn-ovidcd  tlie  lieniorriiage  lias 
not  been  too  cxcesHive,  or  tlie  slioek  too  great,  there  may  be  a  retrograde 
disappearance  of  the  symptoms,  and  ultimate  recovery. 

Symptoms — A.  In  Ciikonic  Ckkebual  Anaemia  Subjective  

Our  patient  complains  of  muscular  debility,  backache,  loss  of  appetite, 
and  somnolence,  M-ith  great  despondency,  increasing  loss  of  memory, 
marked  headache,  a  regularly  distributed  cutaneous  anaesthesia,  some- 
times vomiting,  hallucinations  of  sight  and  hearing,  pali)itation,  indiges- 
tion, and  constipation.  Objective — Pallor  of  the  skin,  particularly  of°the 
face,  which  is  of  a  dirty  wliite  color,  while  the  sclerotics  are  milky  blue, 
and  the  pupils  widely  dilated.  The  patient's  expression  is  one  of  anxiety 
and  depression,  and  if  the  condition  be  advanced  and  of  long  standing, 
he  will  spend  hours  with  downcast  eyes  and  a  painful  hopelessness,  and 
hebetude  stamped  upon  every  feature.  Coldness  of  the  hands,  heart- 
murmurs,  and  a  weak,  small  pulse,  are  strong  evidences  of  defective 
circulation  of  this  description.  The  sphygmograph  gives  an  almost 
straight  tracing,  the  pulse-beats  being  weak  and  small.  I  have  been 
told  very  often  by  these  patients  that  it  was  with  very  great  difficulty 
that  they  could  refrain  from  falling  asleep  in  public  places,  and  one 
lady  was  in  the  habit  of  becoming  so  drowsy  in  the  street  car  on  her 
way  to  my  office  that  she  very  often  unconsciously  passed  the  street. 
Women  who  suffer  in  this  way  are  subject  to  fainting  attacks,  which 
occur  most  often  during  the  menstrual  period.  Among  the  most  aggra- 
vating symptoms  are  hallucinations  of  hearing  ;  noises — such  as  ringing  of 
bells — are  heard ;  and  they  occasionally  have  visual  hallucinations  in  con- 
nection therewith.  Delusions  are  very  unusual.  Insomnia  is  some- 
times a  distressing  symptom,  though  during  the  day,  as  I  have  before  said, 
the  patient  may  have  great  difficulty  in  keeping  awake.  It  is  not  un- 
common for  him  to  complain  of  a  sensation  as  of  falling  through  the  bed  ; 
and  one  of  the  prominent  elements  of  his  sleeplessness  is  the  continuous 
roaring  in  his  ears,  which  is  sometimes  compared  to  the  sounds  heard 
when  a  shell  or  other  hollow  body  is  placed  over  the  ear.  If  the 
condition  has  gone  on  to  the  state  where  mental  impairment  has  begun, 
■we  will  generally  find  that  there  is  venous  stasis,  and  that  the  back  of 
the  hands  is  of  a  livid  color,  while  pressure  leaves  a  white  mark  which 
slowly  disappears.  The  lips  are  pale,  thick,  and  puffed,  and  the  line 
between  the  mucous  membrane  and  skin  is  less  sharjdy  defined  than  in 
the  normal  state.  The  urine  is  passed  in  large  quantities,  is  colorless 
and  limpid,  and  of  a  low  specific  gravity.  The  heart-sounds  are  weak, 
and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  an  aortic  bellows  murmur.  There  may  be 
amaurosis,  and  other  defects  of  vision.  Digestive  derangements  are  quite 
common,  and  vomiting,  which  is  cerebral,  is  in  some  cases  frequent  and 
obstinate.  The  individuals  presenting  these  symptoms  are  poorly 
nourished.  There  may  be  oedema  of  the  legs  and  ankles,  and  sometimes 
albuminuria.    Feebleness  and  muscular  want  of  power,  of  a  light  grade. 
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are  often  expressed ;  and  tlie  comfort  of  a  sofa  or  easy  chair  is  sought  by 
the  patient,  who  seems  disinclined  to  take  any  exertion  wliatever. 

B.  In  Infantile  Cekebral  ANiimiA — Marshall  Hall  has  called  atten- 
tion to  a  most  interesting  form  of  anannia,  to  which  I  have  casually  referred, 
and  to  wliicli  he  has  given  the  name  "  Ilydrocepiuiloid."  Tlie  disease 
depends  principally  upon  exudation,  and  has  its  origin  in  early  infancy. 
A  case  is  related  by  Hall : — 

Tiie  patient,  a  boy,  aged  four,  became  comatose  and  perfectly  blind 
and  deaf.  Tiie  finger  might  api)roach  the  half-closed  eye  witliout  induc- 
ing any  movement,  but  the  moment  it  touched  the  eyelash,  the  eyelids 
would  close.  A  spoon  applied  to  the  lips  excited  their  action,  and  the 
food  it  contained  was  carried  into  the  pharynx  and  swallowed  ;  the  respi- 
ration was  frequently  suspended;  a  sigh,  and  frequent  respiration  fol- 
lowed. The  cerebral  functions  had  ceased ;  the  true  spinal  functions  were 
made."^ 

Marshall  Hall  lays  down  certain  rules  from  which  I  may  extract  the  fol- 
lowing. We  should  especially  be  upon  our  guard  not  to  mistake  the  stupor 
or  coma  into  which  the  state  of  irritability  is  apt  to  subside,  for  natural 
sleep,  and  for  an  indication  of  returning  health.  "  The  pallor  and  cold- 
ness of  the  cheeks,  the  half-closed  eyelid,  and  the  irregular  breathing,  Avill 
sufficiently  distinguish  the  two  cases."  He  divides  tlie  affection  into  two 
stages,  the  first  of  which  is  one  of  irritability,  the  second,  of  coma.  In  the 
former  tliei-e  is  some  attempt  at  reaction,  and  in  both  stages  there  is 
some  resemblance  to  acute  hydrocephalus. 

"  In  the  first  stage  the  infant  becomes  irritable,  restless,  and  feverish  ; 
the  face  is  flushed,  the  surface  hot,  and  the  pulse  frequent ;  there  is  an 
undue  sensitiveness  of  the  nerves  of  feeling,  and  the  little  patient  starts 
on  being  touched,  or  from  any  sudden  noise  ;  there  is  sighing,  and  moan- 
ing during  sleep,  and  screaming ;  the  bowels  are  flatulent  and  loose,  and 
the  evacuations  are  mucous  and  disordered.  If  through  an  erroneous 
notion  of  this  affection  nourishment  and  cordials  be  not  given,  or  if  the 
diarrhoea  continue  either  spontaneously  or  from  the  administration  of  medi- 
cine, the  exhaustion  which  ensues  is  very  apt  to  lead  to  a  very  different 
train  of  symptoms.  The  countenance  becomes  pale,  the  cheeks  cool  or 
cold  ;  the  eyelids  are  half  closed,  the  eyes  are  unfixed  and  unatti-acted  by 
any  object  placed  before  them  ;  the  pupils  are  unmoved  on  the  approach 
of  light;  the  breathing,  from  being  quick,  becomes  irregular,  and  affected 
by  sighs  ;  the  voice  becomes  husky,  and  there  is  sometimes  a  husky  teaz- 
ing  cough  ;  and  evidently,  if  the  strength  of  the  little  patient  continues  to 
decline,  there  is  crepitus  or  rattling  in  the  breathing ;  the  evacuations  are 
usually  green  ;  the  feet  are  apt  to  be  cold." 

It  is  my  opinion  that  this  form  of  disease  is  very  much  more  common 
than  it  is  supposed  to  Ijc,  and  that  many  deaths  usually  reported  as  maras- 
mus are  evidently  of  this  nature. 

Of  local  cerebral  ancBmia  I  will  speak  in  another  chapter. 


'  Op.  cit.,  p.  181. 
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Causes — As  causes  of  ccrcbriil  aiiuiinia  wc  may  rouglily  class  all 
agents  that  interfere  with  the  cerebral  blood-supply,  and  consider  them  as 
remote  or  local.  Wiiether  the  fault  lies  in  a  diseased  heart,  whicli  is 
unable  to  su])i)Iy  the  brain  witli  its  noniuil  amount  of  blood,  or  whether 
there  is  some  mechanical  obstruction  through  pressure  upon  the  cerebral 
arteries,  the  morbid  condition  is  the  same.  By  far  the  most  common  cause 
of  this  cerebral  condition  is  a  general  antemia  Avhich  may  be  dependent 
upon  a  number  of  conditions  which  drain  the  vessels.  Among  tiiese  may 
be  enumerated  uterine  hemorrhages  of  various  kinds,  hemorrhoidal  fluxes, 
cancei-s  and  other  diseases  attended  by  hemorrhage,  as  well  as  general  dis- 
eases of  assimilation  whicli  prevent  the  proper  enricliment  of  the  blood. 
A  very  slight  reduction  in  the  quantity  of  the  blood  will  be  followed 
usually  by  indications  of  the  want  felt  by  regions  deprived  of  their  nourish- 
ment ;  but  when  the  nervous  system  suffers  tliis  deprivation,  the  loss  is 
immediately  shown.  Haller  has  calculated  that  one-fifth  of  all  tiie  blood 
in  the  body  is  sent  to  the  brain,  and  with  this  fact  in  view,  it  will  not  be 
difficult  to  realize  how  any  modification  of  circulation  will  result  in  im- 
mediate changes.  Heart  disease  generally  in  tlie  form  of  fatty  enlarge- 
ment, when  there  is  mitral  stenosis,  or  Avhcn  functional  activity  is  interfered 
with  by  emotional  or  other  causes,  may  have  much  to  do  witli  cerebral 
anaemia.  This  cause  enters,  perhaps,  more  extensively  into  the  production 
of  chronic  cerebral  aniemia  than  any  other.  Owing  to  the  delicate  arrange- 
ment of  the  vaso-motor  nerves  which  so  beautifully  control  tlie  supply  of 
cerebral  blood, when  through  emotional  or  othercauses  the  function  is  altered, 
there  will  be  immediate  intra-  as  well  as  extra-cranial  anaemia.  We  have 
all  seen  that  sudden  emotions  not  only  blanch  the  face,  but  as  well  produce 
faintness.  Various  modifications  of  the  functions  of  the  liver  may  be  as- 
sociated with  states  of  cerebral  an-aemia  through  modification  of  function 
of  this  system  of  nerves.  Milner  Fothergill  has  pointed  out  the  association 
between  the  nerves  of  this  organ  and  those  which  supply  the  vertebral  arte- 
ries ;  and  Schrccder  Van  der  Kcilk  and  Laycock  have  said  that  those  parts 
of  the  brain  supplied  by  the  vertebral  arteries  were  the  seat  of  the  emo- 
tions. Fothergill  reminds  us  of  the  fact  that  we  may  have  functional  de- 
rangement of  the  liver  without  affection  of  the  intellect,  but  with  depressed 
emotional  states.  There  are  other  forms  of  abdominal  trouble,  such  as  aii 
overloaded  rectum  and  uterine  derangement,  which  coexist  with  melancholia 
and  depression  of  spirits,  and  every  practitioner  has  seen  the  wonderful 
elation  of  spirits  which  follows  a  free  movement  of  the  bowels  after  con- 
tinued torpidity  of  the  liver.  The  extension  of  the  cerebral  vaso-motor 
and  the  involvement  of  other  areas  of  blood-sAipply  may,  of  course,  make 
the  condition  a  more  extensive  one,  and  disturbances  of  motility  and  in- 
tellection naturally  ensue. 

Pressure  made  upon  the  carotid  or  vertebral  arteries  by  various  tumors 
or  growths,  or  sometimes  by  aneurisms,  is  a  mechanical  cause  of  cerebral 
an:t!mia  of  decided  importance.  I  assisted  at  an  operation  several  years 
ago  where  tlie  carotid  on  one  side  was  tied  by  Drs.  Sands  and  Parker,  of 
this  city.    In  less  than  twenty-four  hours  tiie  patient  died  from  extensive 
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anremia.  Embolism  is  perhaps  the  simplest  example  of  a  cause  of  this 
kind.  A  detached  vegetation  or  clot  is  waslied  into  tiie  circulation,  up 
through  the  left  carotid  and  into  the  middle  cerebral  artery  for  instance, 
cutting  off  the  circulation,  and  producing  extensive  cerebral  anaimiaon  the 
left  side,  while  right  hemiplegia  and  a])hasia  follow.  In  thrombosis  the 
arterv  is  narrowed  by  the  gradual  deposit  of  plastic  substance  until  finally 
its  calibre  is  occluded,  and  the  blood  must  take  some  other  channel  or  not 
reach  the  part  which  it  normally  supplied. 

Apoplexy,  or  brain  tumors  of  various  kinds,  and  atheromatous  narrowing 
of  cerebral  arteries,  are  also  direct  causes.  In  the  first  two  instances  pres- 
sure is  made  directly  upon  the  brain  substance,  and  in  the  latter  there  is 
a  gradual  change  in  the  vessels  themselves. 

As  a  familiar  illustration  of  how  cerebral  anajmia  may  be  produced  by 
a  drain  upon  the  general  vascular  system,  I  may  allude  to  the  case  of  a 
patient  whose  trouble  dated  from  a  series  of  miscarriages  occurring  within 
a  very  short  period.  One  of  these  happened  when  it  was  impossible  to 
procure  medical  attendance,  and  she  lost  a  great  quantity  of  blood. 

After  the  last  event  she  never  completely  recovered,  and  her  present 
disagreeable  and  annoying  condition  remained.  She  was  drowsy,  had 
frontal  headache,  ringing  in  the  ears  ;  was  constipated,  etc.  Another  pa- 
tient was  subject  to  attacks  of  despondency,  when  life  seemed  very  dis- 
tasteful and  gloomy.  Her  appearance  was  characteristic.  White  skin,  cold 
hands,  palpitation,  and  other  symptoms  enabled  me  to  diagnose  cerebral 
anaemia,  and  vomiting  and  vertigo  were  confirmatory  symptoms.  The  cause 
was  found  to  arise  from  very  troublesome  hemorrhoids.  After  cauteriza- 
tion and  removal,  she  regained  her  previous  health. 

Certain  medicinal  agents,  as  well  as  tobacco,  produce  cerebral  anemia. 
The  bromides  undoubtedly  possess  this  property,  while  chloral  and  chlo- 
roform, if  taken  for  a  long  time,  as  they  often  are,  are  likely  to  provoke 
an  aneemic  state  of  the  brain  which  is  distressing  in  the  extreme.  I 
can  recall  the  case  of  a  young  lady  who  confessed  that  she  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  putting  herself  to  sleep  at  night  with  chloroform,  besides 
inhaling  it  several  times  during  the  day.  I  have  never  seen  such  a 
typical  case  of  this  morbid  condition.  Her  skin  was  of  a  hue  of  waxy 
whiteness,  her  pulse  small  and  fluttering,  her  pupils  widely  dilated,  and 
her  languor  and  muscular  feebleness  very  profound.  Depression  and  the 
contemplation  of  suicide  prompted  her  to  confess  her  bud  habit.  Tobacco, 
though  only  affecting  the  heart  through  its  interference  with  pulmonary 
functions,  undoubtedly  produces  in  some  individuals  a  condition  of  cerebral 
anosmia.  The  clammy,  white  skin,  giddiness,  dilated  pupils,  hurried 
respiration,  and  unsteady,  M'cak  judse,  and  not  uncommonly  syncope,  are, 
I  think,  evidences  of  cerebral  aniemia.  Certainly  the  after  effects  are 
clearly  suggestive  of  this  morbid  cerebral  condition.  That  tobacco,  in 
many  individuals,  in  fact  the  great  proportion,  possesses  stimulating 
eff'ects,  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  but  the  variation  of  effects  which  follow 
the  administration  of  oi)ium,  for  example,  when  .there  is  some  idiosyn- 
crasy, clearly  leads  us  to  infer  that  its  action  is  sometimes  different  from 
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that  detcrmiiiod  by  the  majority  of  pliysiolorrists.  Pliysostigma,  aconitP, 
aiul  other  cardiac  sedatives  may  be  inentioned  as  oilier  aiia;miants 

Var  ions  conditions,  when  the  blood  is  poisoned,  such  as  lithiasis,  are 
sometimes  unsuspected,  but  nevertheless  very  important  causes  of  cerebral 
ana'miii. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology — As  we  miglit  expect,  tiie 
anicmic  brain  is  wliite,  firm,  reduced  in  bulk,  and  greatly  changed.  The 
vessels  are  empty,  and  there  are  no  puncta  visible  when  a  cut  is  made 
through  the  white  matter.  We  may  find  a  distension  of  the  perivascular 
spaces  by  fluids,  and  occasionally  some  thickening  of  the  neuroglia. 
■  I  have  spoken  in  another  chapter  of  the  circumstances  wliicli  modify 
the  cerebral  circulation.  It  only  remains  for  me  to  refer  to  the  experi- 
ments of  Kausmall  and  Tenner,  Burrowes,  and  others,  who  have  devoted  a 
great  deal  of  attention  to  the  experimental  study  of  this  subject.  The  ex- 
periments of  the  first  two  observers  were  made  upon  six  adults  and  a  number 
of  rabbits.  When  the  carotids  of  the  human  subject  were  compressed,  pallor, 
loss  of  consciousness,  slow  respiration,  and  dilated  pupils  were  produced, 
which  disappeared  when  the  pressure  was  remitted,  and  could  again  be 
produced  at  will.  Tying  of  the  carotids  was  followed  by  convulsions,  un- 
consciousness, and  death,  when  post-mortem  ext'mination  revealed  evi- 
dences of  softening. 

In  the  first  experiments,  when  pressure  was  remitted,  there  were  evi- 
dences of  a  secondary  cerebral  hyperasmia  with  flushing  of  the  face.  Ob- 
struction of  the  artery  on  one  side  may  produce  loss  of  motor  power  on 
the  other,  with  immediate  giddiness,  loss  of  consciousness,  syncope,  and 
occasionally  vomiting.  There  may  be  complete  recovery  after  such  an 
accident,  but  "  it  is  always  imperfect  when  the  obstruction  is  situated  on 
the  further  side  (from  the  lieart)  of  the  circle  of  Willis."'  The  obstruc- 
tion of  the  minor  cerebral  arteries  is  followed  by  less  complete  intellectual 
derangement,  by  more  marked  vomiting  and  giddiness.  Should  the  anae- 
mia be  quickly  produced,  as  it  is  when  severe  injuries  have  been  received 
and  the  patient  literally  "bleeds  to  death,"  convulsions  form  a  prominent 
and  almost  constant  symptom.  Sighing  respiration,  and  the  other  phe- 
nomena I  have  already  named,  are  also  expressed. 

In  cerebral  anajmia  there  is  impairment  of  functional  activity,  while  in 
congestion  the  reverse  is  the  rule.  Post-mortem  examination  shows  that 
the  brain  in  cerebral  anajmia  is  white,  condensed,  and  less  bulky,  and 
the  vessels  are  empty. 

We  have  already  cited  the  causes  of  cerebral  anamiia,  and  it  now  re- 
mains for  us  to  consider  the  part  tliey  play.  Cerebral  auitmia  depends 
upon — 

1.  The  insufficiency  of  cerebral  blood-supply  through  actual  deficiency. 

2.  The  action  of  certain  agents  upon  the  nerve-fllaments  themselves. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  again  more  than  allude  to  the  first  of  these. 
In  this  condition  the  effect  of  posture  is  said  to  greatly  influence  the  cere- 


'  H.  Jones,  Functional  Nervous  Disorders,  p.  66. 
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bral  state.  The  erect  position  is  conducive  to  an  aggravation  of  the 
symptoms,  Avhilc  recumbency  favors  the  flow  of  bloorl  to  the  brain.  Tliis 
relief  follows  the  supine  position  when  the  individual  has  an  ordinary 
attack  of  syncope.  Abercrombie  relates  a  case  which  is  quoted  by  Foth- 
ergill,  and  which  is,  I  think,  a  beautiful  practical  example  of  this  change. 
The  patient,  who  was  greatly  reduced  by  some  gastric  disease,  gradually 
became  deaf,  but  heard  perfectly  well  when  he  lay  down  or  stooped  ibrward. 
As  soon  as  his  face  became  flushed,  the  improvement  in  hearing  began,  and 
wlien  he  raised  his  head  the  blush  faded  away,  and  he  relapsed  into  his  old 
condition.  Abdominal  paracentesis  is  followed  by  syncope,  if  the  jjatient  is 
not  made  to  assume  the  supine'  position,  for  during  ascites  tlie  abdominal 
veins  are  so  impinged  upon  that  when  pressure  is  remitted  they  are  capa- 
ble of  receiving  a  very  large  quantity  of  blood — in  fact,  so  much  as  to 
deprive  the  brain,  and  produce  the  anaimia.  A  quantity  of  blood  gravi- 
tates directly  through  the  superior  and  inferior  venaj  cava;,  not  being 
thrown  over  by  the  right  ventricle,  but  passing  down  into  the  abdominal 
vessels. 

Insufficiency  of  cerebral  blood  may  be  due  to  a  powerless  heart,  that 
organ  being  unable  to  lift  a  requisite  amount  of  blood  for  the  nutrition 
of  the  brain.  Not  only  may  this  be  a  direct  result  of  a  weakened  organ, 
but  it  may  follow  strong  emotional  excitement. 

This  assumption  of  the  recumbent  posture  is  one  of  the  best  thera- 
peutical means  in  certain  cases.  Dr.  Weir  Mitchell  has  had  extraordinary 
success  in  the  management  of  certain  intractable  cases,  some  of  which 
were  directly  dependent  upon  cerebral  anasmia. 

Of  the  second  mode  of  production,  I  may  allude  to  the  local  effect  of 
some  blood  poisons,  and  the  influence  of  the  emotions.  Bearing  in  mind 
the  important  physiological  law  that  section  of  the  sympathetic  is  followed 
by  vascular  dilatation,  and  that  irritation  of  the  proximal  end  produces 
contraction,  we  are  enabled  to  realize  many  of  the  pathological  processes 
Avhich  occur  in  the  production  of  cerebral  anaemia.  Anteriorly  the  vaso- 
motor fibres  are  derived  from  the  superior  cervical  ganglion,  and  poste- 
riorly the  fibres  come  from  the  inferior  cervical  ganglion.  These  fila- 
ments follow  the  course  of  the  large  cerebral  vessels,  and  in  this  manner 
supply  every  part  of  tlie  cerebral  mass. 

This  close  relation  M'ith  the  vascular  system  explains  the  prompt  action 
upon  the  lieartof  certain  exciting  emotions,  and  secondarily  the  viiriation  in 
blood-supply.  This  is  the  idea  held  by  Fothcrgill  and  others,  and  most  ad- 
mirably explained  by  that  writer  in  an  article  in  the  West  Biding  Reports.^ 

The  connection  between  variation  in  cell  action  and  the  function  of 
the  sympathetic  fibres  is,  perhaps,  the  most  interesting  part  of  the  subject. 
Primarily  the  influ(;nce  of  impoverished  blood  afiects  the  integrity  of  the 
cerebral  nerve-cells,  and  secondarily  the  influence  of  the  cerebro-spinal 
fibres  is  suspcsnded.  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  certain  train  of  synijitoms, 
which  is  sometimes  expressed  during  general  anmmia,  is  the  result  of  a 


'  Art.  Ccreb.  Anaemia,  vol.  iv.  p.  108. 
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ttMiiporary  local  liyporu'iuiu,  tliroun^h  ])arcsis  of  tlui  vaso-iiiotor  fibres;  and 
that  parts  of"  tlio  hraiii  are  coii;i;esluil  while  others  are  aiia>mie. 

A  result  of  continued  emptiness  of  the  vessels  is  an  oedeniatous  condition 
of  the  brain,  from  distension  of  the  ])erivascidar  spaces  by  the  cerebro- 
spinal finid.  This  condition  is  sometimes  so  extensive  as  to  receive  the 
name  "  serous  apoplexy,"  and  profound  stupor  is  the  result. 

In  relation  to  sleep  and  its  connection  with  cerebral  anemia,  it  will  be 
well  to  say  a  few  words.  A  great  many  observers,  among  whom  were 
Durham,  Kausmall,  Tenner,  and  Fleming,  strongly  held  tiiat  the  brain 
was  ana'mic  during  repose,  the  anemia  being  tiie  cause  of  sleep.  Others 
have  differed  with  them ;  but  experimental  facts  seem  to  favor  this  view  of 
the  case.  Not  only  may  anaemia  be  unattended  by  sleep,  but  a  condition 
of  unconsciousness  closely  resembling  liealtliy  sleep  may  be  the  result  of 
a  hypersemic  cerebral  state.  Opium,  alcohol,  and  various  agents  which 
increase  the  cerebral  blood-supply,  act  in  this  way  ;  but  the  stupor  which 
follows  a  toxic  dose  of  either  agent  must  not  be  confounded  with  natural 
sleep.  Certain  curious  facts  militate  strongly  against  tiie  aniemic  idea, 
or,  at  least,  against  the  assertion  that  sleep  is  directly  dependent  upon  a 
diminution  in  the  supply  of  blood  to  the  brain. 

1.  There  are  numy  anaemic  individuals  Avho  sleep  only  after  taking 
stimulants.  I  think  all  who  have  seen  the  good  effects  of  a  bottle  of  ale 
at  bedtime  will  be  disposed  to  take  this  view.  The  sleep  produced  in 
no  way  resembles  stupor,  and  tliere  is  no  disagreeable  sense  of  fatigue  in 
the  morning. 

2.  My  friend,  Dr.  Jane  way,  has  called  my  attention  to  an  experiment 
he  has  made.  Tiiis  consists  in  the  administration  of  a  few  drops  of  nitrite 
of  amyl  to  a  sleeping  person.  Although  cerebral  congestion  follows,  the 
patient  does  not  awake. 

3.  If  mental  action  is  dependent  upon  activity  of  the  cerebral  circula- 
tion, and  sleep  upon  ana3mia,  it  almost  seems  that  dreams  must  be  incon- 
sistent with  sleep  ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  many  individuals  enjoy  the  most 
vivid  and  constant  dreams,  and  do  not  awake  till  tlieir  usual  hour. 

I  am  more  inclined  to  think  tliat  the  production  of  sleep  depends  upon 
some  change  in  the  function  of  the  nerve-cell,  and  that  this  modified  form 
of  action  is  not  necessarily  dependent  upon  either  anaemia  or  congestion  in 
any  particular  case,  hut  that,  if  there  be  ancemia,  it  is  secondary  to  the  cell- 
change,  whatever  that  may  be. 

The  connection  of  a  torpid  condition  of  the  liver  with  cerebral  anannia 
will  explain  the  constipation,  which  is  anything  but  an  uncommon  accom- 
paniment of  the  disease.  Intestinal  accumulation,  as  Fothergill  says, 
may  "  stand  to  cerebral  ana3mia  in  a  causal  as  well  as  a  consequential  re- 
lationship," and  he  alludes  to  the  experiments  of  Lndwig  and  Daziel  to 
illustrate  the  connection.  A  finger  ])ii.ssed  over  the  intestines  produced 
acceleration  of  the  intracranial  circulation. 

The  general  symptoms,  such  as  languor,  the  various  modifications  of 
sensation,  etc.,  are  directly  due  to  a  diminution  in  nervous  supply. 

Diagnosis  Acute  general  attacks  of  cerebral  anicmia  may  be  con- 
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founded  with  cerebral  congestion,  stomacliic  and  auditory  vertigo.  I  have 
already  spoken  of  tiie  distinction  to  be  made  betw(;en  tiie  disease  under 
discussion  and  cerebral  liypei-ieniia,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  more. 
Attacks  of  stomacliic  vertigo,  or  Meniere's  disease,  are  symptomatized 
as  folloAVS  :  Tlie  first  is  characterized  by  a  feeling  of  "  em])tiness  of  the 
head,"  reeling  and  swimming,  general  coldness  ;  "  objects  whirl  around  ;" 
no  loss  of  conscionsness,  nor  marked  disposition  to  sleep.  No  dependence 
upon  a  very  full  or  empty  stomach,  and  the  possible  existence  of  gastral- 
gia.  In  Meni^ire's  disease  there  is  aural  disease,  and  turning  or  whirling 
generally  to  one  side,  from  left  to  right,  and  tlie  condition  is  not  continu- 
ous. The  most  important  facts  to  discover  are  in  relation  to  the  cause, 
whether  it  be  a  secondary  condition,  the  result  of  cardiac  trouble,  or 
whether  it  be  simply  a  result  of  general  anaimia,  without  any  organic 
disease. 

Chronic  cerebral  anosmia  presents  various  phases,  and  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  go  oyer  the  long  list  of  general  diseases  which,  like  hysteria, 
it  may  counterfeit. 

Prognosis  As  cerebral  anajmia  is  nearly  always  due  to  some  cause 

which  is  easy  of  removal,  the  prognosis  is  good.  If,  however,  there  be 
organic  heart  trouble,  the  case  assumes  a  different  aspect.  Old  cases  are 
extremely  discouraging,  particularly  when  the  patients  happen  to  be  women. 
Irritability  and  hysteria  generally  enter  largely  into  the  complaint,  and 
treatment  is  sometimes  almost  useless.  If  uterine,  hemorrhoidal  fluxes, 
and  other  such  drains  exist,  of  course  their  amelioration  is  attended  by 
cure.  Should  the  loss  of  blood  be  caused  by  a  cancerous  uterus  or  rectum, 
the  prognosis  is  consequently  very  bad. 

Treatment  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  practitioner 

should  seek  out  and  remove,  if  possible,  such  conditions  as  diminish  the 
amount  of  blood  in  the  body,  and  consequently  he  must  ascertain  the  exist- 
ence of  hemorrhoids,  uterine  hemorrhages,  either  periodical  or  irregular, 
and  apply  appropriate  remedies  in  such  cases.  Without  venturing  upon 
another  field,  I  would  call  attention  to  the  necessity,  in  cases  where  there 
is  menorrhagia,  of  overcoming  this  condition  as  promptly  as  possible,  for 
special  treatment  of  the  nervous  condition  is  of  little, avail  Avhen  the 
woman  every  month  loses  a  quantity  of  blood  largely  in  excess  of  what  is 
made  in  the  interim. 

Active  measures  are  necessary  when  there  is  general  anaemia,  and  for 
this  purpose  we  must  resort  to  iron,  strychnia,  phosj)horus  in  some  of  its 
forms,  cod-liver  oil,  an  a.bundance  of  nutritious  food,  with  stimulants  such 
as  milk  punches,  porter,  or  ale  (FF.  8,  9,  10,  24,  29). 

A  word  or  two  is  necessary  in  regard  to  the  diet,  and  the  quantity  of  alco- 
hol given  to  these  patients.  It  is  the  ])hysician's  bad  fortune  to  meet  Avith 
cases  of  this  kind  in  which  digestive  troubles  are  dependent  entirely  upon  an 
enfeebled  state  of  the  visdera,  and  we  sliould  thenifore  use  great  care  and 
not  be  impatient.  A  hearty  regimen,  and  too  much  alcohol,  may  do  mischief 
instead  of  good.  It  is  well,  tliercfore,  in  certain  cases,  to  give  the  stomach 
as  little  work  as  possible,  and  at  tlie  same  time  to  allow  it  to  exert  itself 
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in  a  way  tluil.  will  most  bciicHt  its  jiosscssor.  A  vory  little  food,  given  at 
short  intervals,  will  be  more  perfectly  digested  and  assimilated  than  a 
large  quantity  taken  at  long  intervals.  I  have  often  given  a  few  table- 
spoonfuls  of  cream  or  beef-juice  every  hour  for  days,  and  liave  ultimately  seen 
such  a  marketl  improvement  and  an  increased  capacity  for  work  upon  the 
part  of  the  digestive  organs,  that  the  more  gross  varieties  of  animal  food, 
as  well  as  alcohol,  were  after  a  while  borne  in  large  quantities.  Should 
this  enfeeblement  of  the  digestive  organs  exist,  we  may  give  cither  pan- 
creatine emulsion,  or  strychnia  and  muriatic  acid  (FF.  31,  33,  34).  Ex- 
tract of  malt  is  sometimes  very  well  borne,  and  hastens  the  improvement. 
This  may  be  given  in  combination  with  cod-liver  oil  (F.  32). 

One  of  the  most  useful  forms  of  treatment  to  which  I  have  already 
alluded — the  "rest  treatment"  of  Weir  Mitchell — is  of  marked  service 
in  old  cases,  especially  if  the  subjects  hap]7en  to  be  women.  Dr.  Mit- 
chell has  treated  many  cases  which  are  almost  identical  with  those  that 
generally  come  under  the  head  of  chronic  cerebral  anicinia.  He  says : 
"  These  cases  vary,  of  course,  endlessly  ;  but  their  essence  is  a  state  of 
reduced  nutrition,  which  no  mere  tonic  will  cure,  while  they  are  afoot  and 
living  on  their  capital.  The  main  symptoms  are  the  state  of  painful  tire, 
the  low  temperature,  the  great  or  less  antemia,  the  quick  pulse,  the  excess 
of  white  blood."  He  calls  attention  to  the  necessity  for  perfect  quiet,  and 
at  the  same  time  daily  massage  and  faradization  of  all  the  muscles.  His 
treatment  is  expressed  in  his  own  words  thus  :  "  The  amount  of  feeding, 
of  massage,  and  of  faradic-muscle  exercise  which  each  case  will  bear  and 
prosper  under,  is  a  matter  to  be  told  early  in  the  case  by  watching  the 
pulse,  the  temperature,  and  the  appetite.  In  these  cases  the  pulse  is 
always  rapid.  If  it  fall,  if  the  temperature  rise,  above  all,  if  there  be  the 
least  gain  in  flesh,  I  know  that  I  am  on  the  right  path,  and  am  not  moving 
on  it  too  fast  ;  but  if  these  symptoms  be  reversed,  and  if  the  patient  ceases 
to  be  hopeful  and  looks  weary,  then  I  lessen  the  passive  exercise,  and  wait 
a  little  ;  but,  above  all,  I  listen  to  what  my  masseur  or  masseuse  tells  me 
of  the  ease  with  which  the  limbs  flush  or  the  readiness  with  which  the 
muscles  grow  firm  under  the  kneading  fingers,  for  in  this  matter  I  get  to 
have  a  very  shrewd  judgment.  As  to  the  rectal  feeding,  which  I  rarely 
omit,  I  say  little,  as  it  is  Avell  understood.  It  should  always  include  cod- 
liver  oil.  There  is  only  this  to  be  borne  in  mind:  most  medical  men  feed 
by  the  bowel  when  they  cannot  by  the  mouth.  I  like  to  use  both  ends  at 
once." 

This  treatment  seems  to  be  the  very  best  in  cases  of  long  standing  ;  but 
it  is  well  to  see  first  what  fresh  air,  tonics,  and  abundant  nitrogenous  food 
will  do  for  our  patient,  while  she  pursues  her  ordinary  life. 

I  have  lately  modified  Mitchell's  treatment,  and  have  placed  my  patient 
in  a  darkened  room.  This  condition,  which  is  attended  by  excitement 
and  irritability  of  the  organs  of  special  sense,  is  much  benefited  by  abso- 
lute quiet,  and,  therefore,  darkness  and  rest  are  most  agreeable  and  useful 
forms  of  treatment. 
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STOMACHIC  VERTIGO. 

Synonyms  Vertigo  a  stomacho  Ixso  (Lat.) ;  Vertige  stomacal  (Fr.)  ; 

Gastric  vertigo. 

Definition  A  condition  of  giddiness,  hallucination,  nausea,  head-  ■ 

ache,  etc.,  without  loss  of  consciousness,  and  probably  dependent  ui)on  a 
reflex  excitation  of  the  cerebral  vessels  from  some  visceral  irritation. 

Symptoms  The  condition,  which  is  a  very  common  one,  is  pro- 
duced, in  most  cases,  directly  after  a  hearty  meal,  or  else  when  tlie 
stomach  is  entirely  empty.  A  sense  of  gastric  fulness  at  first,  while  head- 
ache, with  buzzing  in  the  ears,  palpitation,  and  giddiness  of  a  few  mo- 
ments' duration,  follow.  Should  there  be  hallucinations,  the  patient  is 
not  worried  by  them,  but  realizes  their  unsubstantial  character.  Trous- 
seau' insists  upon  the  fact  that  the  hallucinations  of  this  condition  differ 
from  those  attendant  upon  cerebral  hyperaamia  from  the  fact  tliat  in  this 
form  they  do  not  occur  when  the  head  is  lowered,  which  is  the  case  in 
cerebral  hypercemia. 

Causation  Stomachic  vertigo  is  more  a  condition  of  middle  life  and 

old  age  than  one  of  youth.  Young  women  occasionally  suffer,  but  this  is 
the  exception.  Certain  forms  of  indigestible  food  may  directly  provoke 
the  attack,  or  it  may  follow  violent  exercise  after  a  hastily  eaten  meal. 
In  one  case  of  which  I  know,  a  gentleman  ran  for  over  a  mile  to  catch -a 
morning  train.  Pie  had  arisen  but  a  few  moments  before,  and  had  hurri- 
edly  eaten  his  breakfast.  He  fell  to  the  ground,  but  did  not  lose  con- 
sciousness. The  disorder  often  occurs  when  the  individual  has  been  eating 
irregularly;  and  business  men  or  others  who  take  but  little  exercise  and 
eat  hurriedly  are  very  often  the  sufferers.  Handfield  Jon'es^  considers  tienia 
to  be  a  frequent  cause  of  vertigo,  and  such  has  been  my  own  experience. 

Treatment  Trousseau,  who  has  written  most  fully  upon  the  sub- 
ject, recommends  that  the  j^atient  be  directed  to  drink  every  morning  a 
glassful  of  quassia  infusion  made  by  maceration  of  the  sliavings  in  water, 
or  to  use  the  goblet  of  quassia  wood  in  which  the  water  is  allowed  to  re- 
main until  it  has  become  bitter.  After  each  meal  one  of  these  powders 
should  be  taken : — 

R.  Sodffi  bicarb., 

Magnesijc  calc,  aa  gr.  xv. 
CretoB  praep.  gss. — M. 
DIvid.  in  chart,  no.  iij.— Sig.   One  after  each  meal. 

Strychnia,  pepsine,  and  sometimes  bismuth  (FF.  30,  31,  28)  are  excel- 
lent remedies,  and  should  be  given,  while  attention  is  to  be  piiid  to  the 
patient's  general  liabits. 


'  Chnical  Medicine,  Am.  edition,  vol.  ii.  p.  358. 
2  Functional  Nervous  Disorders,  j).  444. 
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AUDITORY  VI5RTIG0. 

Synonyms — Liibyrinfliino  voi-tij^o  ;  Mdnicre's  diseasfi. 
Definition — A  morbid  ctM-cbral  condition  exprossed  by  vertigo  and 
rotatory  movements,  unattended  by  loss  of  consciousness,  and  depfindent 
upon  disease  of  tlie  labyrinth,  or  otlier  parts  of  tlie  central  auditory  appa- 
ratus. 

To  Mdnierc'  belongs  the  credit  of  having  first  accurately  described  this 
disease,  though  Triquet^  gives  tlie  credit  of  its  discovery  to  Saissy,  of 
Lyons,  who  observed  a  nervous  condition  connected  witli  diseases  of  the 
inner  ear.  Trousseau'  says  tliat  Saissy  did  not  mention  vertigo  as  a 
symptom  of  the  condition  to  whicli  he  called  attention.  It  is  enou'di  to 
say  that,  prior  to  IHfil,  tlie  form  tlien  known  only  as  stomachic  vertigo 
was  always  supposed  to  arise  from  digestive  troubles,  and  the  existence  of 
a  distinct  variety,  with  aural  disease,  was  not  appreciated. 

Symptoms — Generally  tliere  are  some  indications  of  otitis,  whether 
they  be  simple  inflammation  denoted  by  pain,  or  a  discharge  of  bloody 
pus,  or  even  perforation  of  the  tympanum.  In  many  cases  the  disease 
may  be  preceded  by  a  chill,  and  this  should  be  always  looked  upon  as  a 
sei-ious  indication.  The  patient  is  suddenly  seized  with  vertigo,  and  at 
the  same  time  experiences  a  feeling  of  nausea  and  buzzing  in  the  ears, 
which  may  be  double,  or  confined  to  one  side.  This  vertiginous  condi- 
tion calls  to  mind  a  sensation  experienced  when  one  is  twirled  in  a  swing. 
A  boyish  prank  is  to  twist  the  ropes  of  a  swing  while  the  unhappy  victim 
is  seated  therein ;  then  to  suddenly  release  the  board,  which  revolves  with 
great  rapidity  as  the  ropes  unwind.  Tliis  description  of  the  symptom  was 
given  me  by  a  patient  who  suffered  from  nausea  at  the  same  time  with 
vertigo.  The  vertigo  is  attended  by  a  loss  of  equilibrium.  The  patient 
sways  or  reels,  and  there  is  an  impulse  to  turn  from  the  left  to  right  when 
the  left  ear  is  affected,  and  vice  versa  when  the  other  is  the  seat  of  the 
disease.  Ferriei-*  describes  a  sensation  usually  experienced.  He  (the 
])atient)  feels  "  as  if  he  were  suddenly  lifted  from  the  ground  and  pitched 
forwai"d  and  to  the  right  side."  There  is  also  a  tendency,  when  walking, 
to  keep  close  to  the  side  of  the  wall  or  liouse  which  corresponds  to  tlie' 
affected  ear.  Deafness  is  generally  present,  but  this  is,  of  course,  the 
result  of  the  destructive  aural  disease."    Recovery  is  not  always  to  be 


'  Bulletin  dc  1' Acad6mie  de  M6d.,  xxvi.  p.  241. 

"  LeQons  cliniqiies  sur  Ics  Maladies  de  I'Oroilie,  p.  113,  Paris,  1863. 

"  Loc.  eit.,  p.  3G3. 
Labyrinthine  Vertigo,  W.  11.  Reports,  vol.  v.  p.  34. 

*  Cruin-Browii  is  of  tlic  opinion  tliat,  in  addition  to  the  other  senses,  the  indi- 
vidual possesses  one  of  rotation,  by  which  we  arc  able  to  detorinine  the  axis 
about  wliieh  rotation  of  the  liead  takes  place;  the  direction  of  rotation,  and  it,s 
rate.  In  explaining  some  experiments  performed  by  him,  he  says:  "Inordi- 
nary circinnstanees  we  do  not  wiioUy  depend  ti))on  tliis  sense  for  sucli  information. 
Siglit,  liearing,  toucli,  and  muscular  sense  assist  us  in  determining  the  direction 
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expected,  but  a  grcjit  many  cuses  improve  undei-  appropriate  treatment 
presently  to  be  described. 

John  B.,  a'^ed  -17,  iron  railing  manufacturer.  Nearly  eighteen  months 
a.ro,  he  became  troubled  by  noises  in  tlie  loft  ear,  whicli  lie  compared  to 
the  "sinrriiicr  of  Canary  birds,"  and  afterwards  (his  subjective  noise 
ehano-ed  its  diaracter,  and  he  described  it  as  a  continuous  roaring  like  the 
escape  of  steam  from  a  boiUir.  To  this  sound  lie  lias  since  become  par- 
tially accustomed.  He  has  never  had  earache,  but  nine  years  ago  there  was 
a  discharge  from  the  left  ear,  but  there  have  since  been  no  other  symp- 
toms, lie  has  sutfered  for  a  long  time  from  post-i)iiaryiigeal  catarrli,  and 
there  is  now  a  catarrh  of  both  Eustachian  tubes.  When  a  young  man  he 
had  secondary  syphilitic  symptoms,  but  denies  having  had  any  primary 
sore.  Sixteen  months  ago,  during  hot  weatiier,  he  was  seized  in  tiie  street 
with  dizziness  and  reeling,  and  was  obliged  to  grasp  a  lamp-post  for  sup- 
port. There  was  no  loss  of  consciousness,  and  he  realized  fully  his  con- 
dition of  helplessness.  He  said  that  he  felt  as  if  he  was  being  "  twirled  " 
from  right  to  left,  but  did  not  fall.  This  attack  occurred  before  dinner 
(about  11  A.  M.),  and  his  stomach  was  neither  filled  nor  completely 
empty,  for  he  had  eaten  his  breakfast  at  8  A.  M.  He  was  perfectly  well 
otherwise,  and  the  only  disordered  function  was  that  of  the  lower  bowels, 
for  he  was  constipated.  He  has  had  tliese  attacks  very  frequently.  For 
the  six  months  following  the  first  attack  of  vertigo  they  occurred  about 
once  a  month,  but  since  then  they  had  been  of  daily  recurrence. 

Present  State  The  patient's  digestive  organs  are  in  good  condition, 

and  his  appetite  is  fair.  He  is  ordinarily  of  constipated  habit,  but  it  re- 
quires but  slight  medication  to  overcome  this.  He  is  of  medium  height, 
weighs  143  pounds,  and  seems  a  well-nourished  man.  His  face  is  some- 
what suffused  when  he  becomes  excited,  but  he  is  ordinarily  pale.  His 
eyes  convey  an  anxious  expression,  but  the  pu[)ils  are  normal.  His  hair 
is  scanty  and  gray,  but  not  removed  in  patches,  nor  suggestive  of  any  pre- 
vious syphilitic  trouble.  He  has  occasional  headache,  and  still  complains 
of  the  "roaring"  noise  on  the  left  side.  Hears  the  tick  of  a  watch  only 
six  inches  from  left  ear,  and  indistinctly  at  any  distance  witliin  this 
limit.  Watch  tick  heard  at  five  inches  from  right  ear,  but  more  perfectly. 
Dr.  C.  S.  Bull  examined  his  eyes,  and  the  following  is  his  report : — 


and  amount  of  our  motions  of  rotation,  as  well  as  of  those  of  translation;  but  if 
we  purposely  deprive  ourselves  of  such  aid,  we  find  that  we  can  still  determine 
with  considerable  accuracy  the  axis,  the  direction,  and  the  rate  of  rotation.  The 
experiments  that  1  have  made  witii  the  view  of  determining  this  point  were  con- 
ducted as  follows:  A  stool  was  placed  on  the  centre  of  a  table  capable  of  rotating 
smoothly  about  a  vertical  axis ;  upon  this  the  experimenter  sat,  his  eyes  being 
closed  and  bandaged ;  an  assistant  tlien  turned  tlie  table  as  smoothly  as  possible 
through  an  angle  of  the  sense  and  extent  of  which  the  experimenter  had  not  been 
informed.  It  was  found  that,  with  moderate  speed,  and  when  not  more  than 
one  or  two  complete  turns  were  made  at  once,  the  experimenter  could  form  a 
tolerably  accurate  judgment  of  the  angle  througli  which  he  had  been  turned. 
By  placing  the  head  in  various  positions,  it  was  possible  to  make  the  vertical 
axis  coincide  with  any  straight  line  in  the  liead.  It  was  found  that  tlie  accuracy 
of  the  sense  was  not  the  same  for  cacli  position  of  the  axis  in  the  iiead ;  and,  fur- 
ther, that  the  minimum  perceptible  angular  rate  of  rotation  varied  also  with  the 
position  of  the  axis.  It  was  also  found  that  considerable  dillerences  of  accuracy 
exist  in  different  individuals." 
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"  Examination  of  J .  B.    Y=     — :  wltli  convex  32  spherical  y=■^^/ 

H  —    Fundus  perfectly  normal." 

His  attacks  occur  neai-ly  every  day,  and  seem  to  have  no  relation  with 
the  condition  of  digestion.  Tliese  "  reeling  fits"  may  take  j)lace  at  any 
time  of  tlie  day,  last  for  five  or  six  minutes,  and  usually  are  not  so 
sudden  as  to  prevent  liim  from  taking  liold  of  the  nearest  lamp-post  or 
railing.  In  a  recent  vertiginous  seizure  lie  was  taken  just  as  lie  was 
about  to  get  into  a  street  car,  and  would  have  fallen  Iiad  tlie  conductor 
not  dragged  him  upon  tlie  step.  He  tells  me  that  lie  has  asked  liis  wife 
to  "  turn  iiim  the  otiier  way  "  when  the  attack  occurs,  and  usually  this  has 
the  ellect  of  abating  it.  I  placed  him  upon  large  doses  of  quinine  at  first, 
^yhich  have  decidedly  influenced  the  frequency  and  character  of  the  ver- 
tigo, so  that  he  often  passes  a  week  at  a  time  without  any  seizure.  Bro- 
mide of  potassium  had  been  prescribed  for  him  before  his  visit  by  another 
physician,  but  he  tells  me  that  this  drug  increased  the  dizziness.  Tlie 
phenomena  of  these  attacks  are  the  following:  He  suddenly  feels  light 
headache;  objects  swim  about  him  from  right  to  left  while  he  seems 
to  be  rotated  the  other  way,  and  during  this  period  he  separates  his  feet 
and  braces  himself.  The  outlines  of  the  houses,  trees,  and  sidewalks  are 
blurred  and  distorted,  and  after  a  few  minutes  they  su(ldenly  assume  their 
proper  relations,  and  the  attack  passes  off,  and  he  has  subsequent 
headache. 

Causes — The  disease  being  directly  due  to  aural  inflammation,  and 
the  causes  of  this  condition,  whether  they  be  exposure,  the  extension  of 
other  inflammatory  jirocesses,  or  the  injudicious  use  of  douches  and  injec- 
tion, are  only  secondarily  productive  of  the  neurosis. 

Pathology — The  experiments  of  Flourens  and  Goltz'  have  been  the 
basis  for  our  pathological  study  of  jNIeniere's  disease.  Brown-Sequard''' 
and  Flourens  demonstrated  that  when  the  membranous  canals  of  the 
labyrinth  were  divided,  various  disturbances  of  equilibrium  followed. 
Walter  and  Lincke^  and  others  have  divided  the  horizontal  canals  and 
produced  oscillation  of  the  eyeballs,  swaying  of  the  head  from  one  side  to 
the  other;  and  have  seen  the  animal  spin  round  like  a  top.  Division  of 
the  230sterior  vertical  canal  causes  the  animal  to  topple  over  back^vards, 
and  the  head  is  moved  backwards  and  forwards.  When  the  superior  ver- 
tical canals  were  cut  across,  the  animal  pitched  forward.  It  may  be  seen 
that  a  diseased  condition,  not  limited  to  any  particular  spot,  may  produce 
a  combination  of  these  symptoms. 

Brown-S6quard,  in  speaking  of  the  relation  of  rotatoiy  movements  to 
auditory  irritation,  calls  attention  to  these  familiar  illustrations : — 

"  1st.  Any  one  who  has  received  an  injection  of  cold  water  in  the  ear 


'  Pfluger's  Archiv  fdr  Physiologic,  1870,  and  Recherches  sur  le.s  Propr.  et  Ics 
Fonctions  du  Systfeme  Ncrveux,  2d  ed. 

^  Central  Nervous  System,  Pliiliideli)]iia,  18G0.  and  E.xperimentid  Researches, 
1853. 

'  Wagner's  Handwortcrbucli  der  Physiol.,  vol.  vi.,  1853.  p.  420  ct  seq. 
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may  know  that  it  produces  a  kind  of  vertigo,  and  that  it  is  difficult  to  walk 
straight  for  some  time  after  tiiis  irritation.  2d.  A  sudden  noise  makes  the 
wliole  body  jump,  particularly  in  old  people,  or  in  persons  attacked  with 
ananuia,  chlorosis,  epilepsy,  chorea,  hysteria,  hydrophobia,  and  in  certain 
Ciises  of  poisoning ;  in  a  word,  in  all  circumstances  in  which  the  control  of 
the  will  over  reflex  actions  is  lost  or  diminished.  3d.  Vertigo  and  various 
convulsive  movements  in  cases  of  iri-itation  of  the  acoustic  nerve  have 
been  observed  in  adults  and  children.  Rotatory  movements  have  taken 
place  in  cases  of  suppurative  inflammation  of  the  ear,  and  twice  imme- 
diately after  an  injection  of  nitrate  of  silver."  Ferricr,'  who  has  written 
most  clearly  upon  this  disease,  goes  very  deeply  into  the  subject.  In  the 
normal  state  it  is  necessary  for  tactile,  visual,  and  auditory  impressions  to 
be  unembarrassed,  so  that  the  power  of  equilibriation  may  be  preserved  ; 
but  it  is  of  absolute  importance  that  the  labyrinthine  functions  should  be 
perfect.  It  seems  to  regulate  the  state  of  equilibrium  of  the  individual, 
and  to  preside  over  coordination.  The  mechanism  of  the  labyrinthine 
canals  is  admirably  described  by  Crum-Brown.^  The  sense  of  rotation, 
as  suggested  by  him,  must,  like  other  special  senses,  have  a  special  peri- 
pheral organ,  a  brain  centre,  and  a  connecting  sensory  nerve.  All  experi- 
menters agree  that  the  labyrinth  is  a  special  per.phend  organ,  and  the 
auditory  nerve  is  that  which  conveys  the  peripheral  irritation  to  the  centre. 

The  bony  canals  are  filled  with  liquid,  in  which  float  loose  connective 
tissue,  and  the  membranous  canals  with  the  contained  endolymph.  Rota- 
tion of  the  head  about  an  axis  at  right  angles  to  the  plane  of  a  canal  will 
then  produce,  on  account  of  the  inertia  of  the  liquid,  etc.,  motion  of  the 
contents  relatively  to  the  walls  of  the  canal ;  and  tliis  may  be  expected  to 
irritate  the  terminations  of  the  nerves  in  the  ampulla.  If  the  rotation  be 
continued  at  a  uniform  rate,  fluid  friction  of  the  endolymph  against,  the 
membranous  canal,  and  of  the  perilymph  against  the  membranous  canal, 
and  the  periosteum  will  gradually  diminish  this  relative  motion,  which  will 
at  last  cease.  We  should  therefore  expect,  as  we  have  seen  to  be  the 
case,  that  continued  uniform  rotation  should  be  perceived  less  and  less 
strongly,  and  that  the  sensation  should  at  last  die  away  altogether.  The 
time  required  for  this  equalization  of  the  motion  of  the  canal  and  its  con- 
tents will  depend  upon  tlie  rate  of  rotation  and  upon  the  dimensions  of 
the  canal  and  the  amount  of  attachment  of  the  membranous  canal  to  the 
l)eriosteum.  These  latter  conditions  are  not  the  same  in  the  three  canals, 
and  therefore  we  ought  to  find,  as  we  do,  that  the  rate  at  which  the  sense 
of  rotation  dies  away  is  not  the  same  for  different  positions  of  the  head. 
Again,  if  the  uniform  rotation  is  stoi)ped,  the  contents  of  the  canal  will 
continue  to  move  on,  thus  causing  an  apparent  rotation  in  a  direction  the 
reverse  of  that  of  the  original  rotation,  and  this  also  will  die  away  owing 
to  friction."  The  irritation  of  tlie  auditory  nerves  M'hicli  occurs,  is  at- 
tended by  anaemia  of  certain  parts  of  the  brain,  which  accounts  for  the 


'  Ferricr  on  the  Functions  of  the  Brain,  New  York,  1876. 
'  Journal  of  Anatoniy  und  Phys.,  Mtiy,  1874. 
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nicliiifj:,  dizziness,  iiiiiisea,  and  oilier  symplonis  wilii  wliieli  we  are  ali'eady 
ftiiniliar. 

Diagnosis — Gowers,'  in  a  paper  before  the  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion, pointed  out  the  liahilily  of  its  eoni'nsion  witii  gastric  trouble,  lie 
calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  violent  and  repeated  vertiginous  attacks,  the 
sense  of  movement  or  actual  turning,  tinnitus  aurium,  and  deafness,  are 
more  suggestive  of  the  auditory  origin  than  of  gastric  vertigo.  Gowers' 
cases  were  connected  with  affections  of  smell  and  taste,  and  at  the  same 
time  in  one  there  was  a  gastric  ulcer,  lie  made  his  diagnosis  by  the  de- 
tection of  loss  of  function  of  the  right  ear  and  by  one-sided  falling.  It  is 
often  necessary  to  differentiate  from  petit  mal,  from  apoplectic  warnings, 
and  from  general  cerebral  aiueraia.  In  the  first  there  is  rarely  vertigo, 
but  there  is  loss  of  consciousness  of  temporary  duration,  and  there  is  some 
convulsive  movement,  though  sometimes  so  slight  as  to  be  unrecognized. 
The  presence  of  aural  disease  is  enough  to  throw  out  of  the  question  the 
other  condition  I  have  named. 

Treatment. — Large  doses  of  quinine  have  been  of  service  in  these 
cases,  and  Charcot' s'^  experience  with  this  agent  is  extremely  gratifying. 

He  recommends  the  energetic  use  of  revulsives  in  vertigo,  the  cautery 
being  applied  over  the  mastoid  bone  three  or  four  times  a  week.  He 
gave  sixty  centigramme  doses  of  quinine  in  one  case  for  a  period  of  two 
months  with  happy  results,  and  a  short  time  after  the  commencement  the 
vertiginous  attacks  ceased.  It  is  necessary  to  give  the  drug  in  large 
doses,  and  at  the  same  time  the  aural  disease  should  not  be  neslected. 

In  the  case  of  "  J.  B."  I  combined  infusion  of  digitalis  with  the 
quinine,  and  obtained  very  good  results.  He  was  also  directed  to  turn 
in  an  opposite  direction  to  that  caused  by  the  disease.  Subsequent  expe- 
i-iencc  has  convinced  me  that  strychnine  is  perhaps  better  than  quinine, 
and  I  liave  been  highly  successful  in  relieving  a  case  of  much  greater  vio- 
lence in  which  increasing  doses  of  the  di'ug  were  administered.  In  this 
connection  it  will  be  well  to  call  attention  to  attacks  of  malarial  vertigo  of 
a  periodic  character  which  are  sometimes  encountered,  and  which  re- 
semble auditory  vertigo:  quinine  or  arsenic  is  of  course  indicated. 


'  Br.  Med.  Journal,  Aug.  2G,  187C. 

2  Lt'Qons  sur  Ics  Maladies  du  Syst.  Nerv.  No.  4,  ]>.  .321. 
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CHAPTEE  lY. 

OCCLUSION  OF  INTRACRANIAL  VESSELS. 
THROMBOSIS.— EMBOLISM. 

The  deprivation  of  an  area  of  greater  or  less  extent  of  its  blood-supply 
constitutes  a  condition  which  has  been  called  by  some  writers  "  Local 
cerebral  ana;mia,"  and  it  may  take  place  through  the  existence  of  either  of 
the  above  vascular  states.  Though  very  closely  allied,  tiiese  two  forms  of 
mechanical  obstruction  may  be  defined :  in  one  case,  as  the  local  for- 
mation of  deposits,  or  morbid  changes  favoring  obliteration  of  bloodves- 
sels ;  and  in  the  other,  as  the  lodgment  of  clots,  or  organized  tissues  which 
have  been  brought  from  a  distance.  Their  chief  interest  lies  in  the  fact, 
that  it  is  often  difficult  for  us  to  distinguish  the  subsequent  symptoms 
from  those  indicating  an  effusion  of  blood  from  a  ruptured  vessel ;  tliat 
speech  troubles  are  prominent ;  and  that  the  prognosis  is  nearly  always 
unfavorable.  Thrombosis  and  embolism,  though  usually  followed  by  many 
of  the  same  symptoms,  and  confounded  with  each  otlier  by  some  of  tlie 
medical  writers  by  whom  they  were  first  described,  differ  greatly  in  their 
manner  of  occurrence  and  pathology.  The  first,  as  we  sliall  hereafter  see, 
is  of  slow  development,  and  is  not  so  serious  in  its  results  as  embolism, 
while  the  latter  condition  is  much  more  grave  in  all  its  features. 

INTRACRANIAL  THROMBOSIS. 

Any  local  vascular  change  from  the  normal  state  Avliich  favors  the  depo- 
sition of  fibrine  in  an  intracranial  vessel,  whetlier  it  be  an  artery,  a  vein, 
or  sinus,  produces  the  condition  which  is  known  as  thrombosis.  As  a  con- 
sequence, the  calibre  of  tlie  vessel  is  narrowed,  and  circulation  of  blood  is 
impeded  therein  ;  clots  form,  and  either  from  actual  obstruction  of  direct 
supply  or  by  pressure,  a  region  of  greater  or  less  extent  becomes  ana-mic. 
Though  the  arteries  are  more  frequently  the  seat  of  such  an  alteration,  the 
veins  and  large  sinuses  and  the  capillaries  may  be  plugged  up  by  clots 
which  are  of  local  origin.  The  condition,  however,  last  mentioned  is  for- 
tunately a  very  rare  one,  but  when  it  is  met  witli  it  is  a  most  dangerous 
and  alarming  morbid  state. 

THROMBOSIS  OF  THE  CEREBUAL  ARTERIES. 

Symptoms — It  is  a  disease  of  slow  development,  and  may  affect 
several  arteries  simultaneously,  or  but  one.    For  weeks,  or  even  mouths 
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before,  distressing  iiud  important  evidences  iippcar,  and  the  patient  may 
present  unmistakable  expression  of  the  cerebral  cliange,  such  -.m  lieadaciic, 
which  is  generally  localized,  confusion  of  ideas,  and  awkwardness  of 
speech,  these  disturbances  being,  usually,  varieties  of  aphasia.  As  the 
disease  advances  this  trouble  becomes  much  more  pronounced,  and  in 
place  of  there  being  simply  a  difficulty  in  expressing  a  clearly  origi- 
nated idea,  there  may  be  a  condition  of  amnesia.  Clumsiness  of  speech, 
and  want  of  delicacy  in  articulation  are  followed  by  an  actual  failure  in 
remembering  words.  Mejnory  is  also  defective  in  other  things,  and  our 
patient  begins  to  become  stupid  and  listless.  The  next  indication  of  this 
advance  may  be  the  appearance  of  paralysis,  which  is  sometimes  slight  or 
incomplete,  only  involving  the  muscles  of  the  face  or  eyeballs,  or  there 
may  be  hemiplegia.  Should  the  thrombus  be  seated  in  a  large  artery,  or 
softening  occur,  a  complete  and  lasting  hemiplegia  may  be  produced. 
There  is  rarely  loss  of  consciousness  at  any  time,  and  in  very  few  of  the 
cases  that  recover,  is  there  anything  at  all  like  the  paralysis  following 
cerebral  hemorrhage. 

Recovery  is  generally  to  be  looked  for,  provided  the  vessel  be  not  an 
important  one;  and,  though  like  its  first  cousin,  embolism,  it  may  be 
one  of  the  causes  of  softening,  such  a  termination  is  not  always  to  be 
feared.  Aphasia,  which  is  insisted  upon  by  most  writers  as  a  pathog- 
nomonic sign,  is  occasionally  absent.  In  ^one  case  reported,  though  the 
left  middle  cerebral  was  affected,  there  was  no  aphasia  at  any  time.^ 

The  following  case  is  one  that  came  under  my  observation,  and  is  of 
interest  because  of  the  seat  of  the  thrombus,  and  the  interesting  character 
of  the  morbid  ajjpearances. 

L.  C,  aged  22  years,  seamstress;  admitted  into  hospital  October  9, 
1876.  History  from  friend  who  accompanied  her.  The  patient  had  been 
-  feeling  unwell  for  about  two  months,  having  had  pains  in  her  head  and 
back,  loss  of  appetite,  insomnia,  and  other  troubles.  About  a  week  ago 
the  friend  went  up  to  her  room  to  assist  her  to  dress  for  breakfast.  When 
the  patient  stepped  out  of  bed  she  fell  upon  the  floor,  and  then  first  noticed 
that  she  was  completely  paralyzed  on  the  right  side.  The  friend  knew 
nothing  of  the  patient's  antecedents.  Her  husband,  who  was  seen  subse- 
quently, stated  that  he  had  left  her  because  she  drank ;  and  that  after  the 
separation  she  went  to  New  York  and  became  a  prostitute.  Two  years  ago 
he  saw  her,  and  at  that  time  she  had  marks  of  syphilis  on  her  face,  and 
her  hair  was  falling  out.  She  went  to  Ward's  Island  for  treatment.  She 
conversed  with  him  intelligibly,  but  said  she  was  suffei-ing  from  "general 
debility."  She  had  headache,  pain  in  the  back,  etc.,  and  was  at  this  time 
leading  a  very  irregular  life;  sitting  up  during  the  greater  i)art  of  the 
night,  and  sleeping  only  a  portion  of  the  day.  The  following  history  was 
taken  by  Dr.  Naylor,  resident  physician  in  hospital: — 

Oct.  10.  Complete  hemiplegia  of  the  right  side,  limbs  lax,  and  muscles 
flabby;  impossible  to  excite  reflex  movements*  by  tickling;  right  pupil 


'  St.  George's  Hospital  Reports,  vol.  i.,  18GC,  vol.  vi.  p.  322. 
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irregular,  nnd  smaller  tlinn  the  left;  tongue  drawn  to  left  side  when  pro- 
truded, and  when  she  laughs  the  right  side  of  the  face  is  drawn  up.  Con- 
trol  over  the  sphincters  good;  temperature  101  °  ;  patient  apliusic.  AVlien 
asked,  "  How  long  have  you  been  siek  ?"  replied,  "Since  Benny;"  tiiis 
answer  was  given  to  many  questions  asked.  "Wliat  do  you  liohl  in  your 
hand?"  (it  was  a  piece  of  bread.)  "Tobacco."  Seemed  puzzled,  but 
when  reminded  of  its  true  nature  she  brightened  up  and  ajjpeared  to  realize 
her  mistake. 

In  about  the  same  condition.  Muscles  of  the  right  arm  and  leg 
do  not  respond  to  the  currents.  When  asked  how  old  slie  was,  rej)lied, 
"  So  and  so."  "  What  did  you  work  at  ?"  "  So  and  so."  "  What  street 
did  you  live  in?"  Appears  puzzled.  "Was  it  sixteenth?  seventeenth'} 
eighteenthV  "Yes."  "How  long  has  it  been  since  you  last  saw  your 
mother?"  "You  long  so,  John."  Expression  intelligent,  and  she  seems 
to  understand  all  that  is  said  to  her.  Does  not  hear  so  well  on  left  side, 
with  right  ear  perfectly. 

nth.  Appeared  to  be  suffering  gi*eat  pain.  When  asked  to  locate  the 
pain,  she  did  not  attempt  to  do  so.  She  has  passed  no  urine  since  yester- 
day morning.  Has  a  liard  and  swollen  erythematous  spot  on  the  outside 
of  each  knee,  and  two  similar  enlargements  on  each  leg  below.  There  is 
a  hardened  red  spot  over  the  fourth  cervical  vertebra.  All  of  these  parts 
are  painful  to  pressure. 

\Sth.  Right  hand  somewhat  swollen.  6  P.  M.  Is  drowsy  this  evening. 
Appears  to  suffer  pain,  and  places  left  hand  upon  abdomen.  One  pint  of 
straw-colored  urine  containing  no  abnormal  constituents  was  drawn  by  the 
catheter. 

Still  dull  and  drowsy.  Said  nothing  to-day  but  "  yes,"  "  no,"  and 
"well;"  passed  her  ui-ine  in  bed ;  stujjid  and  dull  all  day.  Carotid  on 
right  side  pulsates  very  distinctly. 

21st.  Somewhat  brighter  to-day  ;  bowels  regular. 

22d.  Relapse  to  stupid  condition  ;  passed  urine  in  bed  ;  became  choked 
while  eating  some  beef  at  dinner. 

23rf.  Seems  to  take  no  interest  in  anything  that  is  said  to  her. 

2Ath.  Two  furuncles  (one  surrounded  by  a  red  areola)  have  appeared 
on  the  right  buttock. 

2r)th.  Still  absolute  loss  of  power  and  sensation  on  right  side,  and  con- 
tinued drowsiness. 

26</«.  Involuntary  discharges  of  feces  and  urine. 

21th.  She  briglitens  up  after  receiving  nourishment,  but  cries  and  seems 
distressed. 

29^/«,  2  P.  M.  Nurse  called  the  house  physician,  seeing  that  slie  appeared 
to  have  stopped  breathing.  Her  eyes  were  turned  upwards  and  her  lips 
blue,  and  her  pulse  was  very  weak  and  feeble.    Ordered  stimulants. 

Nov.  1.  Made  no  attempt  to  speak,  but  answered  "yes"  or  "  no"  cor- 
rectly to  any  questions  Jisked. 

2c?.  Feverish  and  restless;  temperature  101°;  discharges  from  the 
bowels  have  stopped. 

Gi/i.  Complains  of  pain  in  her  thigh  and  legs  ;  cries  a  great  deal ;  refuses 
food,  and  appears  to  be  very  much  run  down. 

Hth.  Right  pupil  api)roaching  more  nearly  the  size  of  the  left ;  api)etite 
stdl  good  ;  bowels  regular.  Cannot  write  her  name  with  the  left  hand,  but 
makes  a  disorderly  scrawl.    Asked  her  to  repeat  several  words;  pro 
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nounced  "  eggs"  very  distinctly  ;  for  "  cross,"  she  said  "  cork."  7  P.  I\r. 
Quite  feverisli  and  restless ;  temperature  102°. 

m/i.  Una  still  fever;  temperature  102°.  Ordered  quinine  and  cold 
sponging.    She  cries,  and  apj)ears  very  sensitive  wlien  moved. 

14th.  Slept  well  last  night.  7  P.M.  Temperature  100°.  Several  inguinal 
glands  on  the  right  side  are  somewhat  enlarge<l  and  painful  on  ])ressure. 

22d.  Complains  of  great  pain  at  tlie  attachment  of  the  adductors  lo 
femur. 

^  The  montli^  of  December  Avas  passed  without  anything  occurring  of  spe- 
cial note.  Tlie  patient  grew  mucli  more  feeble  ;  there  was  no  improve- 
ment in  the  paralysis,  and  slie  became  reduced  to  a  sliadow.  The  tem- 
perature continued  elevated,  and  she  was  restless  and  delirious  at  times. 
Of  course  the  burden  of  her  delirium  consisted  of  two  or  three  words, 
whicli  were  repeated  over  and  over. 

Jan.  8,  1877.  Dr.  Naylor  was  called  to  see  the  patient  at  4  o'clock  P. 
M.  He  then  noticed  some  fibrillary  contraction  about  tlie  right  angle  of 
the  mouth,  with  an  occasional  spasm  of  the  upper  lip,  wlien  it  would  be 
drawn  up  with  the  wing  of  the  nostril.  Eyes  closed,  pupils  more  con 
tracted  than  usual,  face  Hushed  and  head  hot ;  temperature  in  axilla  101  i-°. 
When  left  foot  was  pricked  she  turned  it  up  ;  pulse  too  rapid  to  count ; 
heart's  action  tumultuous.  Tr.  digitalis,  gtts.  xv.  5  o'clock  P.  M. 
Spasm  of  lip  still  continues ;  lies  on  her  back  with  eyes  closed,  and  gives 
no  evidence  of  pain  when  any  part  of  the  body  is  pricked  ;  pulse  in  same 
state.  6  o'clock  P.  M.  Breathing  heavily  ;  eyelids  closed  and  eyes  turned 
upward  ;  pupils  do  not  contract  to  light,  but  lids  contract  slightly  when 
conjunctiva  is  touched;  reflex  irritability  very  much  impaired;  pulse  100; 
temperature  102°.  7  o'clock  P.  M.  Spasm  of  mouth  has  ceased  ;  respi- 
ration very  slow  and  feeble  ;  j)ulse  80  ;  temperature  102°.  10  o'clock  P.  M. 
Mucous  rales  heard  over  whole  chest.  12  o'clock  A.  M.  Patient  i-emains 
unconscious.  2  o'clock  A.  M.  Patient  still  breathes  slowly  and  feebly ; 
small  amount  of  frothy  mucus  comes  out  of  her  mouth  ;  patient  remained 
in  this  condition  until  death,  10  A.  M.,  9th  instant. 

Autopsy — Head  :  dura  mater  normal ;  sinuses  empty ;  moderate  effu- 
sion into  arachnoid  cavity  ;  pia  mater  intensely  congested ;  left  middle 
cerebral  artery  about  ^  inch  from  its  origin  occupied  by  a  firm  thrombus; 
beyond  this  the  artery  was  thin,  ribbon-like,  scarcely  perceptible,  and 
finally  lost ;  membranes  readily  detached  from  the  brain,  leaving  the 
sulci  gaping  widely  over  the  under  surface  of  anterior  lobe,  left  side 
about  third  frontal  convolution  and  island  of  Reil.  In  detaching  the  mem- 
branes portions  of  brain-substance  were  removed  with  them,  leaving  an 
almost  pultaceous  mass  exposed ;  indeed  the  whole  of  under  surface  of  an- 
terior lobe  was  much  softened,  but  this  was  most  mai'ked  near  the  lateral 
border  ;  under  surface  of  middle  lobe  slightly  softened  ;  superior  and  lateral 
aspect  of  anterior  and  middle  lobes  from  fissure  of  Rolando  forwards  was 
in  a  very  softened  condition,  breaking  down  under  the  least  pressure,  of  a 
pale  yellowish-gray  color,  in  marked  contrast  with  other  parts  of  tiie  brain, 
which  on  section  showed  very  numerous  puncta  vasculosa,  and  were  of  the 
normal  color.  Thalamus  opticus  somewhat  softer  than  tiiat  of  the  right 
side  ;  corpus  striatum  much  softened  and  of  a  yellowish  color.  Thorax : 
lungs  tcdematous,  and  poured  out  an  abundance  of  mucus  on  section.  Heart : 
insufficiency  of  mitral  valve;  no  vegetations  noticed  ;  left  ventricle  entirely 
filled  by  a  firm  white  clot  entangled  in  chorda3  tending  and  projecting 
into  aorta ;  abdomen,  kidneys,  liver,  and  spleen  much  congested. 
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Causes  Men  m-e  more  often  subject  to  arterial  thrombosis  than 

women  or  children,  tliough  we  find  the  great  number  of  cases  of  tlirombosis 
of  the  sinuses  to  be  among  women,  and  tiiis  is  perhaps  due  to  the  tendency 
of  this  sex  to  chlorosis. 

Gintrac  considers  very  young  children  to  be  subject  to  venous  throm- 
bosis. Of  37  cases  seen  by  him,  14  were  among  infants ;  but  arterial  throm- 
bosis is  a  condition  peculiar  to  advanced  life,  and  instances  before  middle 
age  are  not  at  all  common  unless  they  be  of  a  specific  nature.  The  ex- 
citing causes  are  numerous,  but  it  may  be  assumed  in  nearly  evei-y  instance 
that  the  blood  is  in  a  state  of  hyperinosis  as  a  consequence  of  acute  disease, 
such  as  rheumatism  or  pneumonia.  Excessive  heat  is  very  often  a  cause. 
Dickinson^  gives  four  cases,  in  two  of  which  heat  was  the  cause,  in  one 
other  intemperance,  and  in  the  fourth  violent  vomiting. 

In  many  of  these  patients  there  is  old  heart  disease  with  some  enfeebled 
action  of  that  organ.  The  basilar  artery,  which  receives  its  blood  from 
the  vertebral  arteries,  may  be  the  seat  of  a  clot  at  its  remote  end  when 
heart  force  is  pre  tern  aturally  weak,'  but  this  is  a  rare  form  of  the  disease. 
I  have  already  spoken  of  peripheral  phlegmatous  troubles,  and  it  is  only 
necessary  to  call  attention  to  the  danger  which  may  arise  from  carbuncle. 
The  puerperal  state  fiivors  the  formation  of  thrombi,  and  just  as  phleg- 
masia alba  dolens  is  brought  about,  so  may  the  thrombosis  of  the  cerebral 
arteries  be  produced.  The  graver  variety  of  intracranial  thrombosis  may 
be  produced  by  internal  or  external  cause.  Lancereaux  collected  39  cases, 
30  of  which  were  connected  with  caries  of  some  of  the  cranial  bones,  and 
24  with  otitis.  In  one-half  of  these  cases  there  were  multiple  abscesses  of 
the  brain. 

In  conclusion  I  would  allude  to  the  possibility  of  traumatic  origin,  a 
variety  of  blood-states,  and  pressure  from  intracranial  tumors,  exostoses, 
and  thickened  meninses. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and    Pathology  Von  Dusch,  Parnum,' 

Grissole,^  Zahn,  and  a  host  of  observers  have  devoted  themselves  to  the 
study  of  this  subject,  and  since  the  original  observations  of  Kirkes*  were 
published  in  1852,  which  were  devoted  to  the  pathology  of  thrombosis  as 
well  as  embolism,  a  great  deal  has  been  written.  Parnum  and  Burrowes^ 
both  experimented  by  injecting  substances  into  the  circulation,  and  Bur- 
rowes  probably  relates  the  earliest  case  of  recognized  thrombosis. 

Zahn  gives  the  following  concise  description  of  the  pathological  process 
which  attends  the  production  of  a  thrombus.  "  The  intensity  and  the  dura- 
tion of  the  injury,  together  with  the  previous  condition  of  the  individual, 
determine  the  durability  of  the  clot.  The  process  of  formation  is  the  fol- 
lowing.   Colorless  blood-corpuscles  adhere  to  a  part  of  the  intima  denuded 


'  Loc.  cit. 

^  Virchow's  Archiv,  xxv.  3-6,  pp.  308-338,  433,  530,  1862. 

'  Pathol.  Intern.,  p.  247.  4  Jled.  Chir.  Trans,  1852. 

^  Med.  Gaz.,  vol.  xvi.  1834-5. 
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by  iin  injury  of  its  endotlieliLiin.  Tliey  uccumulate  there,  form  a  ring- 
like obstruction,  unci  grachially  the  clot  obstructs  the  vessel  altogetlier.  If 
the  injury  be  sliglit,  and  the  nutrition  of  the  individual  unimpaired,  the 
current  of  blood  soon  breaks  througli  the  blood-clot  and  carries  along  the 
flakes  of  the  colorless  blood-corpuscles.  The  normal  condition  is  soon 
restored.  If  the  injury  of  the  vessel  be  more  severe,  and  the  surrounding 
tissue  already  in  a  state  of  irritation,  the  thrombus,  whilst  forming  in  the 
same  way  as  described,  is  firmer  and  larger.  The  obstruction  is  more 
complete,  and  lasts  for  twenty-four  liours  and  more  ;  aftei-  that  period  the 
thrombus  begins  to  disintegrate  into  granular  fibrine,  the  outlines  of  the 
blood-corpuscles  composing  the  thrombus  cease  to  be  visible,  and  thus  an 
uninterrupted  circulation  is  re-established. In  more  serious  trouble  the 
detached  clots  may  be  the  nuclei  of  larger  ones  in  the  sinuses  if  the  con- 
dition of  the  arterial  walls  be  such  as  to  favor  more  extended  formation  of 
thrombi  so  that  the  vessels  become  entirely  occluded. 

The  consequence  of  arterial  occlusion  is  the  formation  of  an  extended 
clot  which  blocks  up  the  vessel  more  fully,  and  consequent  ischasmia  of 
distal  parts.  Through  the  agency  of  outside  vessels  collateral  circulation 
is  generally  established  in  a  short  space  of  time.  If,  however,  tlie  anato- 
mical site  be  such  as  to  interfere  with  this  provision  of  nature,  softening 
or  tardy  degeneration  will  ensue.  This  softening,  when  it  follows,  is  ex- 
pressed by  a  series  of  changes,  which  occur  about  as  follows  :  Red  soft- 
ening in  from  24  to  48  hours,  while  the  yellow  change  does  not  take  place 
until  after  14  days.  But  of  this  condition  of  affairs  I  will  speak  in  a  sub- 
sequent chapter.  The  carotid  arteries  and  their  termination  are  more 
often  affected,  and  basilar  vertebrals,  anterior  cerebral,  and  posterior  com- 
municating come  next,  in  the  order  I  have  given  them.  The  pathological 
processes  in  the  second  form  of  intracranial  thrombosis,  viz.,  that  ati'ect- 
ing  the  sinuses  and  veins,  are  much  more  gross.  Either  through  sluggish 
circulation  of  the  blood  on  the  part  of  a  weak  heart,  pressure  upon  a  sinus, 
or  unusual  density  of  the  blood,  coagulation  occurs,  the  arterial  flow  is  in- 
terfered with,  a  part  of  the  brain  is  deprived  of  blood,  and  serum  is  effused. 
If  the  disease  be  due  to  outside  causes,  there  may  be  an  extension  of  in- 
flammatory action  from  without  in  the  manner  I  have  described.  By  an 
extension  of  thrombosis,  a  form  of  meningitis  resembling  tubercular  men- 
ingitis may  be  produced.  Several  of  these  cases  have  been  seen  by  Scuch.'' 
An  artery  which  is  the  seat  of  a  thrombus  presents  these  appearances  : 
The  inner  coat  is  rough  and  perhaps  corrugated  ;  the  artery  as  a  whole 
may  be  hard  and  discolored,  with  diminution  in  calibre  and  a  deposition 
of  recent  or  ancient  date,  in  which  latter  case  it  will  be  pale  and  tough, 
while  atheroma  is  not  uncommonly  present.  Fox'  has  observed  that  the 
part  of  the  clot  adherent  to  the  inner  coat  of  the  vessel  is  much  more  dense 
than  that  nearest  the  centre.    When  the  capillaries  are  implicated,  they 


'  Virchow's  Archiv,  Band  Ixii.,  Heft  1,  Nov.  1874. 

*  Verliandlung  dur  Wurz.,  p.  Med.  Geselseliaft,  viii.  179. 

*  Patli.  Auat.  of  the  Nervous  Centres,  p.  32. 
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are  generally  found  to  be  liard  and  culcaroous.  In  thrombosis  of  the  large 
sinuses  or  veins,  the  morbid  appearances  are  nuich  more  striking.  Tlie 
tln-ombi  are  large,  and,  if  old,  of  a  gray  color,  and  it  is  not  rare  to  find 
pus,  effusions  of  serum  into  neighboring  parts,  and  perhaps  some  menin- 
gitis. Von  Dusch  has  collected  57  cases,  which  are  given  by  Fox.'  In 
32  the  thrombosis  resulted  from  gangrenous,  erysipelatous,  and  other  in- 
flammations of  the  body  (chiefly  of  head).  In  4  foreign  bodies  were 
found.  In  15  it  appears  to  have  resulted  from  asthenic  circulation.  In 
6  cases  nothing  positive  could  be  ascertained. 

Diagnosis  There  are  very  few  conditions  with  which  that  under 

consideration  may  be  confounded.  When  Ave  remember  that  in  throm- 
bosis the  development  of  symptoms  is  gradual,  the  loss  of  speech  incom- 
plete, and  primary  ;  and  in  cerebral  hemorrhage  the  onset  is  sudden,  the 
aphasia  is  secondary  to  a  loss  of  consciousness,  and  the  paralysis  more 
marked,  the  diagnosis  from  this  disease  is  not  so  difficult.  Doubts  may 
arise  in  our  minds  when  we  ai-e  to  decide  whether  or  not  the  case  before 
us  is  one  of  thrombosis  or  uncomplicated  softening.  Thrombosis  is  rarely 
attended  by  marked  elevation  of  temperature,  while  the  opposite  is  to  be 
observed  in  cerebritis,  which  presents  as  symptoms  trembling  and  per- 
haps muscular  rigidity.  The  psychical  symptoms  are  also  more  strongly 
marked.  The  more  serious  form  can  be  diagnosed  by  the  coexistence  of 
other  conditions  which  may  favor  its  origin. 

Treatment  The  chief  indication  seems  to  be  :  The  improvement 

of  the  condition  which  influenced  the  production  of  the  thrombus.  If 
arterial  tension  be  at  all  weak,  we  may  combine  digitalis  and  iron  (F.  21), 
give  tonics  (FF.  40,  43,  8,  9,  10,  32),  and  improve  the  patient's  general 
condition  by  good  food  and  stimulants.  Nature  will  arrange  the  process 
of  collateral  blood-supply,  and  we  may  aid  her  by  enforcing  rest  and  quiet. 


TKtROMBOSIS  OF  SINUSES  AND  VEINS. 

When  a  large  sinus  or  vein  is  involved,  the  resulting  symptoms  are 
much  more  complex  and  difficult  to  diagnose. 

Lancereaux,^  who  has  written  quite  extensively  about  this  form  of  dis- 
ease, has  divided  it  into  two  grades,  in  regard  to  the  variety  of  morbid 
action.  One  of  these  is  inflammatory,  the  other  is  non-inflammatory. 
The  first  form  is  dependent  upon  the  extension  of  some  inflammatory  pro- 
cess, usually  from  the  ear,  wliile  the  other  is  attended  by  coagulation  of 
the  blood  in  sluggish  circulation. 

Von  Duscy  does  not  agree  with  him,  but  Tonnel6,  quoted  by  Grisolle,* 
makes  the  same  varieties  as  Lancereaux. 


'  Loc.  cit.,  p.  85. 

^  Lancereaux,  Dc  hi  Thrombose,  etc.,  Paris,  18G2. 

"  Zeits.  flir  Ration.  Med.,  B.  vii.,  1859,  p.  11. 

*  Op.  cit.,  tome  ii.  p.  240. 
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The  seats  of  this  patliological  condition  are  the  h)n<j;itn(linal,  hiteral, 
basal  sinuses,  and  tlie  hirge  veins  connnunicating  therewith.  Bastian' 
alludes  particularly  to  the  longitudinal  sinus  as  the  most  common  seat,  and 
describes  the  tendency  to  plugging  up  of  the  cerebral  veins  on  botii  sides. 

As  I  have  said,  the  symptoms  are  very  obscure,  but  in  every  case  we 
may  consider  them  to  be  the  indication  of  pressure.  Headache,  delirium, 
coma,  convulsions,  ocular  troubles,  and  generally  death  in  a  very  short 
space  of  time  mark  the  course  of  the  disease.  Mr.  TuckwelP  reports  a 
case  which  is  a  representative  of  the  anasmic  form.    It  is  as  follows  : — 

Eliza  C,  net.  16,  was  admitted  to  Radcliffe  Infirmary  on  the  20th  day 
of  April,  1871.  She  ceased  working  a  month  before  on  account  of  palpi- 
tations, shortness  of  bi'eath,  weakness,  irregularity  of  the  menses,  etc. 
Two  weeks  before  admission  she  began  to  suffer  I'rom  violent  headiiche. 
She  never  had  fits.  A  condition  of  decided  chlorosis  was  diagnosed. 
There  was  a  systolic  murmur  at  base  and  venous  murmur  in  the  neck  ; 
nothing  else  abnormal  was  detected.    She  was  put  to  bed. 

April  21.  She  sat  up,  but  it  was  noticed  that  she  lolled  about  in  a 
strange  manner,  and  seemed  stupid.  Her  right  hand  and  arm  were  weak, 
and  she  could  not  raise  them  to  shake  hands.    Headache  still  severe. 

24:th.  Remained  in  same  apathetic  state ;  the  paralysis  of  arm  had 
increased,  and  she  could  not  move  fingers  or  hand  at  all;  headache.  She 
became  comatose,  and  died  after  the  visit  of  Dr.  Tuckw^ell  and  his  col- 
league, Dr.  Palmer. 

Autopsy  twenty-four  hours  after  death.  On  removing  skullcap,  the 
dura  mater  covering  right  hemisphere  was  found  to  be  of  a  dark  color, 
and  the  longitudinal  sinus,  when  examined,  was  found  half  way  blocked  up 
by  a  firm  white  blood-clot  of  some  age.  Cerebral  veins  on  the  surface  of 
the  middle  and  posterior  part  of  right  hemisphere  were  all  occluded  by 
dark  clots.  On  removing  the  brain,  blood  was  found  effused  in  the  right 
middle  cerebral  fossa,  extending  down  into  the  spinal  canal. 

Lateral  and  basal  sinuses  were  filled  with  clots  of  some  age.  The  pons 
and  medulla  were  covered  by  a  clot  of  recent  date.  General  softening  of 
the  brain  was  observable,  the  optic  thalami  and  corpora  striata  being  par- 
ticularly affected.  The  arteries  were  all  healthy,  as  well  as  the  bone 
about  the  sinuses. 

Another  case  is  reported  by  Dr.  Tuckwell,  which  presented  symptoms 
which  were  very  much  like  those  of  his  own  case. 

Von  Dusch3  has  spoken  of  epistaxis  with  thrombosis  of  the  longitudinal 
sinus  as  a  common  symptom,  and  Meissner  has  called  attention  to  grind- 
ing of  the  teeth,  profuse  diarrhoea,  and  exhaustion,  together  with  certain 
changes  in  the  configuration  of  the  head.  In  children  he  has  found  de- 
pressed fontanelles,  lapping  of  cranial  bones,  and  unequal  distension  of 
the  jugular  veins.  Metastatic  abscesses,  indicated  by  local  symptoms, 
have  been  found  by  many  observers.  Lancereaux  estimates  that  nearly 
half  of  all  the  cases  are  thus  complicated.    I  have  seen  one  case  where 


'  Bastian,  Common  Forms  of  Paralysis,  etc.,  p.  22. 

2  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  Reports,  vol.  x.,  1874,  p.  35. 

3  Log.  cit. 
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erysipelas  was  undoubtedly  the  cause  of  the  cerebral  thrombosis,  and  after 
death  the  great  sinuses  were  found  to  be  filled  witli  semi-purulent  matter, 
and  there  were  abscesses  in  the  liver  and  other  parts  of  the  body.  Tliesc 
cases  are  not  so  exceptional  as  they  are  generally  supposed  to  be,  but 
diagnosis  before  death  is  rarely  made. 

An  autopsy  made  at  the  New  York  Hospital  by  Dr.  Ammidown,  who 
kindly  invited  me  to  be  present,  revealed  the  following  beautiful  evidences 
of  thrombosis  of  the  cerebral  sinuses  which  followed  septicemia  : — 

The  boy  had  died  after  several  days'  illness,  the  original  injury  being  a 
compound  fracture  of  the  bones  of  the  left  leg.  The  autopsy  was  held  on 
September  15th,  the  day  of  his  death. 

The  liver,  kidneys,  and  lungs  showed  evidences  of  acute  congestion, 
and  the  heart  contained  two  ante-mortem  clots ;  one  accupying  the  right 
auricle,  and  the  other  the  right  ventricle.  The  lungs  were  carefully  ex- 
amined, and  a  pyramidal  infarction  was  found  at  the  border  of  the  inferior 
lobe  of  the  left  lung.  The  head  was  open,  and  the  dura  mater  was  found 
to  be  quite  healthy,  except  in  the  superior  longitudinal  sinus,  which  was 
almost  completely  filled  with  a  well-organized  thrombus  of  a  pale  color. 
One  of  the  large  descending  veins  in  the  parietal  region  was  occluded,  and 
when  the  dura  mater  was  removed,  a  large  pouch,  filled  with  limpid  and 
perfectly  clear  serum,  was  found  beneath,  which  pressed  upon  the  parietal 
convolutions  just  posterior  to  the  fissure  of  Rolando.  This  was  beneath 
the  arachnoid.  At  no  other  point  was  there  any  abnormal  collection  of 
fluid,  and  in  no  place  was  there  any  evidence  of  structural  changes  of  the 
brain-substance  proper.  The  lateral  sinuses  were  j^firtially  filled  with 
thrombi,  and  contained  some  very  fluid  blood.  The  left  petrosal  vein 
was  empty,  as  were  others  which  were  higher  up.  No  arterial  occlusion 
was  found.    The  patient  had  died  suddenly  in  convulsions  with  coma. 

Causes — Blows  upon  the  head,  injuries  of  various  kinds,  extension  of 
otitis,  intemperance,  and  the  causes  I  have  already  enumerated,  may  be 
mentioned.  There  seems  to  be  no  special  dependence  upon  age  or  sex, 
though  it  may  be  said  that  most  of  the  cases  occur  during  adult  life. 

What  I  have  already  said,  and  the  excellent  cases  of  Tuckwell,  Avhich 
have  been  presented,  render  it  unnecessary  to  say  more  about  the  morbid 
anatomy,  pathology,  or  diagnosis. 

In  regard  to  the  prognosis,  there  can  be  no  question.  It  is  about  as 
bad  as  it  can  well  be.  As  to  treatment,  the  most  Ave  can  do  is  to  build  up 
our  patient,  and  reduce  the  danger  of  external  disease  by  favoring  a  free 
escape  of  pus  if  the  original  disease  be  otitis,  and  there  be  an  accumulation. 
We  may  employ  local  cold  and  derivatives,  but  even  these  do  little  good 
after  the  disease  is  recognized. 

EMBOLISM  OF  THE  CEREBRAL  VESSELS. 

The  cerebral  arteries  and  capillaries  are  alike  subject  to  this  form  of 
mechanical  obstruction,  but  the  former  are  perhaps  the  most  common  seat 
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of  the  lodgment  of  fibrinous  plugs.  Tlio  little  bodies  wiiicli  are  forced  into 
the  vessels  iire  always  from  some  otlier  part  of  the  system,  and  are  not 
formed  in  the  vessel,  as  is  the  case  in  thrombosis. 

Embolism  also  differs  from  thrombosis  in  the  fact  that  the  latter  is 
slowly  developed,  and  attended  by  gradual  narrowing  of  the  vessel ;  while 
the  condition  under  consideration  is  a  sudden  accident,  and  may  occur  in 
a  perfectly  healthy  vessel:  the  converse  is  the  rule  in  thrombosis. 

Symptoms  Unless  there  is  previous  acute  endocarditis,  there  will 

seldom  be  any  warning,  the  patient  being  suddenly  stricken  down  as  the 
little  plug  is  violently  forced  into  some  vessel  of  the  bi-ain.  There  may 
even  be  no  loss  of  consciousness,  though  this  is  the  exception.  Uncon- 
sciousness invariably  occurs  when  a  large  embolon  plugs  up  some  such 
artery  as  the  middle  cerebral ;  but  if  the  embolon  be  small,  and  the  artery 
occluded  is  one  concerned  to  a  very  limited  extent  in  the  vascular  supply 
of  the  cerebrum,  the  unconsciousness  may  be  but  transitory,  and  psychical 
symptoms  of  slight  moment  will  constitute  the  sole  indications  of  confused 
mental  activity. 

The  eyes  are  sensitive  to  light,  the  pulse  is  small  and  rapid,  and  there 
is  usually  pallor.  There  are  no  indications  of  pressure,  no  stertor,  no 
tumultuous  respiration,  nor  full  pulse,  and  the  pupils  are  either  dilated  or 
irregularly  contracted. 

If  the  heart  be  auscultated,  various  murmurs  or  friction-sounds  will  in 
many  cases  be  heard.    Mitral  murmurs  are  perhaps  the  most  common. 

Paralysis  taking  the  form  of  complete  or  incomplete  hemiplegia  is  the 
result  of  such  sudden  arterial  occlusion. 

Special  facial  muscles  may  be  those  affected,  or  various  modifications  of 
sensation,  such  as  ana3sthesia  or  hyperesthesia,  may  be  detected,  but  rigidity 
or  contractures  are  rarely  present  unless  there  is  secondary  disorganiza- 
tion, and  they  are  never  seen  during  the  early  stages.  Vertigo  is  a  dis- 
agreeable and  common  symptom,  and  is  sometimes  attended  by  cerebral 
vomiting.  Of  course  aphasia  is  an  almost  invariable  consequence  of  em- 
bolism, as  the  middle  cerebral  artery  is  so  commonly  occluded.  This 
aphasia  is  of  variable  extent,  and  is  ataxic  or  amnesic,  but  generally  the 
latter.  On  the  other  hand,  the  patient  may  be  simply  stupid  and  taciturn, 
refusing  to  answer,  or  he  may  be  troubled  with  a  light  form  of  clumsiness 
or  slowness  of  speech.  The  headache,  which  is  subsequent  to  the  loss  of 
consciousness,  is  coincident  ordinarily  with  the  re-establishment  of  col- 
lateral circulation,  and  if  further  changes  occur  there  may  be  intense  head- 
pain,  delirium,  mania,  or  symptoms  indicative  of  softening.  The  duration 
of  this  stage  varies  greatly.  I  have  seen  examples  Avliere  the  symptoms 
were  trifling  and  transitory,  such  as  headache,  awkward  speech,  and 
paralysis  of  one  arm  rapidly  disappearing.  Other  cases  are  correspondingly 
serious.  Mr.  Shaw^  reports  a  case  which  proved  fatal  in  twenty-four  hours, 
and  others  have  detailed  examples  in  which  death  ensued  in  from  thirty- 
six  to  forty-eight  hours. 


'  Trans,  of  Path.  See.  of  London,  vol.  iv. 
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It  is  very  common  to  find,  at  tlie  same  time,  symptoms  indicative  of 
embolism  of  other  organs.  The  a[)leen,  lungs,  and  organs  which  receive 
a  large  supply  of  blood,  or  arc  in  the  direct  line  of  arterial  supi)ly,  are  apt 
to  be  involved  as  well  as  the  brain.  It  rarely  happens  that  two  or  more 
cerebral  arteries  are  simultaneously  plugged.  In  sucli  cases  the  symptoms 
are  complicated.  One  case  is  recorded  in  which  both  middle  cerebi-al 
arteries  were  occluded,  and  the  following  case  reported  by  Sokolowski'  is 
an  example  of  coexisting  splenic  and  cerebral  embolism : — 

The  patient  was  a  servant,  married,  aged  23,  who  had  always  menstru- 
ated regularly,  except  when  she  was  pregnant  second  year  before,  and 
then  gave  birth  to  a  healthy  child.  Her  health  had  been  ordinarily  good. 
Fom-  days  before  her  admittance  to  the  hospital  she  had  suffered  from 
alternate  chills  and  heat,  with  headache  and  constipation.  On  admis- 
sion her  pulse  was  100 ;  temperature,  102.6°.  Heart  friction  sound 
at  apex,  but  nowhere  else.  Passed  53  oz.  urine  in  24  hours ;  sp.  gr. 
1025. 

October  13^/i.  She  suddenly  became  paralyzed  on  the  right  side,  lost  all 
power  of  speech,  and  only  moaned  and  cried  in  a  frightened  manner.  The 
third  day  after,  acute  idiopathic  endocarditis  was  diagnosed.  The  riglit 
ventricle  was  found  to  be  greatly  enlarged.  Temp.  101.2°  ;  pulse,  100. 
After  paralysis  she  lost  hearing  in  the  right  ear  ;  pupils  were  normal ;  left 
side  of  movith  was  drawn  up.  Anesthesia  of  paralyzed  parts.  Urine  and 
feces  passed  unconsciously.  Spleen  tender  and  enlarged.  An  additional 
diagnosis  was  now  made.  Embolism  of  left  middle  cerebral  artery,  and 
embolism  of  splenic  artery.  The  loss  of  speech  was  peculiar.  She  was 
unable  to  articulate  at  all,  though  there  was  sufficierit  evidence  of  mental 
activity  and  originating  power,  so  she  communicated  with  her  friends  by 
signs.  The  paralysis  had  begun  to  disappear  in  the  right  leg  below  the 
knee,  and  she  could  move  her  foot  slightly.  The  temperature  on  the  first 
day  was  102.2°  ;  pulse,  90.  In  the  evening,  104.8°  ;  pulse,  100.  On  the 
second  day,  Oct.  14,  there  was  much  improvement.  The  morning  tem- 
perature was  102.8°,  and  the  evening  103.8°. 

Ibth.  All  paralysis  and  alalia  have  vanished.  She  is,  however,  ex- 
tremely weak.  During  the  next  two  or  three  days  a  diarrhoea,  loss  of 
appetite,  and  considerable  increase  of  tenderness  over  the  spleen  appeared. 

2Sth.  35  oz.  of  urine  were  passed,  which  contained  albumen,  hyaline 
casts,  and  urates  in  abundance. 

November  10th.  She  has  grown  gradually  worse,  is  no  longer  able  to 
answer  questions,  but  repeats  words  and  sentences  over  and  over.  There 
is  marked  loss  of  memory.  The  fever  has  greatly  inci-eased,  the  evening 
temperature  being  105.2°  ;  pulse  120,  and  quite  thready.  There  are  evi- 
dences of  bronchitis  and  pulmonary  difficulty.  Urine  greatly  decreased  in 
quantity,  and  albumen  increased  ;  tongue  quite  dry. 

2()th.  She  died.  There  was  extensive  hypostatic  pneumonia ;  con- 
sciousness remained  to  end. 

Autopsy. — Arteries  at  base  healthy,  except  middle  cerebral  on  left  side. 
This  contained  a  semi-transparent  embolism  of  cartilaginous  consistency. 
Right  side  of  brain  healthy,  though  pale.  Tlie  left  side  in  tlu^  same  coii- 
dition,  except  at  the  island  of  Reil,  and  gray  matter  of  lenticular  nucleus, 


'  Deutsche  Med.  Woch.,  Dec.  15,  1875. 
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■which  were  small,  luinl,  and  yellow,  and  showed  evidences  of  softening 
and  subsequent  cicatrization.  The  heart  was  enlarged,  and  yellow  spots 
wens  found  beneath  the  eiulocardium.  The  edges  of  the  miti-al  valves  were 
thickened  and  covered  with  coagula.  The  spleen  enlarged,  "  blocked," 
and  the  splenic  artery  occluded. 

Cases  have  been  reported  where  embolism  followed,  or  was  connected 
with,  chorea,  and  this  connection  has  been  made  use  of  in  the  explanation 
of  the  pathology  of  the  latter  disease.  One  of  these  cases,  seen  by  Murclii- 
son,^  is  worthy  of  mention. 

The  patient,  a  boy  14  years  old,  had  suflfered  from  chorea  when  seven 
years  old,  from  which  he  recovered.  Two  weeks  before  he  died,  irregular 
choreic  movements  appeared,  connected  with  a  bellows  murmur  at  the 
left  apex.  When  seen,  June  12th,  the  pulse  was  120  ;  temperature,  102°. 
There  was  a  pericardial  friction  sound,  but  no  pain  in  joints  or  other 
symptoms  of  rheumatism  or  endocarditis. 

June  28.  Sudden  unconsciousness,  head  drawn  to  right  side,  extreme 
rigidity,  twitching  on  right  side.  Pulse,  145.  Pupils  normal  and  equal, 
but  subsequently  contracted  ;  no  paralysis.  Died  June  29.  Vegetations 
on  mitral  valves,  spleen  containing  emboli.  Left  vertebral  and  left  in- 
ternal carotid  arteries  blocked  by  pale,  firm,  and  easily  detached  coagula; 
left  hemisphere  considerably  softened.  Examination  revealed  no  small 
emboli  in  capillaries. 

A  case  of  my  own,  showing  an  accident  which  may  occur  in  the  course 
of  certain  acute  diseases,  seems  to  me  to  be  of  sufficient  interest  to  present, 
as  it  may  call  attention  to  a  cause  of  death  which  is  probably  sometimes 
overlooked. 

Mr.  N.,  cat.  35,  a  stout,  full-blooded  man  of  good  habits  and  no  vices, 
took  to  his  bed  on  the  25th  of  June,  1874. 

He  had  contracted  a  "  bad  cold"  at  the  theatre,  and  the  next  day  was 
seized  with  pain  in  the  left  side,  was  chilly  and  uncomfortable,  and  when 
I  saw  him  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  he  had  a  violent  headache. 
His  skin  was  hot,  and  liis  pulse  hard  and  rapid.  The  thermometer  indi- 
cated a  temperature  of  101°  ;  pulse,  122.  At  the  base  of  the  left  lung 
crepitant  riles  were  heard.  Flaxseed  poultices  were  applied,  and  quinine 
and  other  remedies  administered.  For  the  next  four  or  five  days  the 
lungs  underwent  consolidation,  and  nearly  all  of  the  physical  signs  con- 
nected with  the  different  stages  of  pneumonia  were  observed.  The  most 
marked  of  these  was  a  high  temperature,  which  ranged  between  103°  and 
105°  for  six  days.  Resolution  was  slow,  and  but  a  few  sputa  were  brought 
up,  but  the  temperature  had  fallen  to  some  extent.  I  was  sent  for  in  haste 
on  the  evening  of  the  fourteenth  day,  an  hour  after  my  ordinary  visit,  to 
find  that  the  patient  had  suddenly,  while  taking  his  beef-tea,  fallen  back 
unconscious,  and  had  remained  so  ever  since.  This  was  about  half  an  hour 
before  my  being  sent  for. 

His  pupils  were  widely  dilated,  and  his  corneiE  when  touched  were  sen- 
sitive ;  his  legs  and  arms  were  extended.  His  temperature  was  not  high, 
and  his  breathing  had  not  changed  very  much  from  what  it  was  when  I 
saw  him  earlier  in  the  day. 


■  London  Path.  Soc.  Trans.,  vol.  xxii. 
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After  an  lioiir  and  a  half  lie  made,  some  movements  which  showed  sliglit 
voluntury  control,  and  vomited,  turniuf^  his  liead  sliglitly  to  do  so.  He 
littered  no  sounds  except  low  moans.  Towards  morning  his  breathing  be- 
came more  troubled,  and  he  rolled  in  the  bed. 

At  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  next  day  lie  seemed  to 
recognize  those  about  him,  and  made  signs  which  were  not  understood, 
when  he  knit  his  brows  and  seemed  perplexed.  He  refused  food,  but 
permitted  an  enema  of  beef-tea  to  be  injected,  but  this  was  not  retained. 
It  was  then  found  that  he  was  hemiplegic  on  the  right  side.  Later  in 
the  day  he  passed  his  urine  in  bed. 

iWi  day.  Did  not  sleep  last  night.  The  temperature  104°;  pulse, 
130,  full  and  hard.  After  my  visit  this  morning  he  became  comatose. 
3  P.  M.,  died. 

Autopsy  20  hours  after  death — Lungs:  right,  rather  more  pinkish 
than  normal ;  some  spots  of  induration  at  base.  Left,  solidified  through- 
out most  of  its  substance  ;  when  cut,  bloody  serum  exuded.  Heart  some- 
what enlarged.  Mitral  valves  were  covered  by  stringy  clots.  The  right 
ventricle  contained  a  large  fresh  clot.  Kidneys  :  right,  normal ;  left, 
somewhat  smaller  than  it  should  be  ;  contained  a  small  cyst  beneath  the 
capsule.  Head:  On  opening  the  cranial  cavity,  the  vessels  of  the  dura 
mater  were  filled  with  dark  blood.  The  longitudinal  sinus  contained  a 
quantity  of  thick,  clotted  blood,  which  was  almost  black.  The  left  hemi- 
sphere was  ojdematous,  except  at  a  point  beneath  the  lateral  ventricle, 
M'here  there  was  a  circumscribed  patch  of  a  pinkish  hue,  which  seemed  to 
be  well  defined.  The  left  middle  cerebral  artery,  at  a  point  just  before  it 
gives  off  its  branches,  was  found  to  be  swollen  and  hard,  and  when  cut 
open  a  small,  rather  firm  clot  was  found.  Behind  this  there  w^as  a  long, 
stringy  clot  of  more  recent  date.  About  the  vessel  the  brain  was  (Edema- 
tous. Another  patch  of  red  softening  was  found  in  the  same  hemisphere 
somewhat  more  posteriorly.  No  other  large  arteries  wei-e  affected,  but 
when  microscopically  examined,  I  found  considerable  occlusion  of  many 
small  capillaries,  and  great  disorganization  of  the  nerve  elements. 

I  have  seen  several  other  cases  of  this  kind  occurring  during  acute  dis- 
eases attended  by  a  liyperinosed  condition  of  the  blood. 

Causes — Endocarditis  is,  above  all  other  causes  combined,  the  most 
important  and  common  in  the  production  of  embolism.  At  the  Patholo- 
gical Institute  of  Berlin'  there  were  300  cases  of  embolism  of  all  kinds 
associated  with  endocarditis  during  the  years  included  in  the  period  be- 
ginning 1868,  and  ending  1871.  Twenty  per  cent,  of  these  cases  were  of 
brain  embolism.  Of  a  large  number  of  cases  reported  in  the  London  Pa- 
thological Societies'  Transactions,  neai-ly  all  of  them  Avere  of  this  nature  ; 
and  out  of  fifteen  cases  I  have  seen,  twelve  were  connected  with  disease 
of  the  heart,  and  generally  with  deposits  upon  the  mitral  valves. 

Croup,  the  puerperal  state,  phlebitis,  and  other  conditions  where  there 
is  any  tendency  to  the  formation  of  clots,  or  the  detachment  of  tissue 
which  finds  its  way  into  the  circulating  apparatus,  may  all  produce  em- 
bolism. 

Numerous  accidents  which  happen  through  carelessness,  or  perha])s 


'  Edinburgh  Mud.  Journ.,  July,  1873. 
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unavoidable  injiiiy  during  surgical  manipulation,  may,  by  the  introduction 
of  a  blood-clot  or  foreign  substance  into  the  circulation,  produce  an  occlu- 
sion of  some  cerebral  or  other  vessel.  This  accident  has  occurred  wlien 
pressure  has  been  made  u[)on  large  aneurisms,  and  is  one  of  the  arguments 
against  the  intravenous  injection  of  substances  which  coagulate  the  blood, 
such  as  ergot,  persulphate  of  iron,  hair,  or  other  organic  substances. 

Dr.  Barker'  has  given  two  cases  of  embolism  following  the  parturient 
state,  and  Thomas  has  seen  one  or  more  cases  of  this  kind. 

As  to  age,  I  have  found  that  more  young  people  have  had  cerebral  em- 
bolism than  persons  of  advanced  life.  An  examination  of  twelve  cases 
reported  by  different  observers  gives  the  relative  frequency  as  follows: — 

Between  1 0  and  20  years  .       .      2        Between  40  and  50  years    .       .  2 
"       20    "    30    "     .       .4  "      50    "  GO    "       ,       .  1 

"       30    "    40    "     .  .3 

Of  these,  3  were  males,  and  9  were  females. 

Of  my  own  cases,  seven  were  between  twenty  and  thirty;  five  between 
thirty  and  forty;  and  three  between  forty  and  sixty.  Eight  were  women, 
and  the  others  men.  It  seems,  therefore,  that  the  period  between 
the  twentieth  and  tliirtietli  years  is  that  in  which  the  disease  is  most 
common,  and  that  women  are  most  subject  to  the  disease.  According  to 
the  observations  of  medical  writers  in  general,  mitral  disease  is  more  often 
an  affection  of  youth  or  early  life  than  of  advanced  years ;  so  it  seems 
probable  that  people  who  have  not  reached  middle  life  should  be  more 
svibject  to  embolism. 

Diagnosis. — The  important  distinction  is  to  be  made  when  we  suspect 
the  cause  to  be  one  of  cerebral  hemorrhage.  Next  in  order  come  throm- 
bosis, cerebral  congestion,  meningeal  hemorrhage,  and  cerebral  tumor. 

Gelpke*  has  given  the  following  table,  on  one  side  of  which  are  detailed 
the  features  of  cerebral  embolism;  on  the  other,  those  of  cerebral  hemor- 
rhage : — 

CEREBRAL  EMBOLISM.  ,  CEREBRAL  HEMORRHAGE. 

Yontli  of  patient.  Advanced  age,  atheroma. 

Sudden  onset  without  prodi'oraata.  Prodromata  generally  present. 

Previous  articular  rheumatism,  val-       Hypertrophy  of  left  ventricle, 
vular  sounds. 

Previous  disease,  which  might  lead 
to  formation  of  clots.  ^ 

7' he  attack.  The  attack. 

Extensive  muscular  paralysis  ;  amne-  Symptoms  of  cerebral  pressure ;  ataxic 

sic  aphasia.  aphasia  ;  involvement  of  the  intelligence. 

Very  rapid;  or  quite  imperceptible  Disappearance  of  the  residual  dis- 

disappearance  of  the  residual  disorder.  order  after  a  moderate  time. 

Retention  of  early  mental  power.  Reaction  stage. 


'  Puerperal  Diseases,  p.  270. 

*  Archiv  der  lieilkunde,  xvi.,  Aug.  1875,  p.  485. 
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J-incway'  relates  an  admirable  case  to  illustrate  the  obstacles  some- 
times encountered  in  making  a  diagnosis.  As  it  will  be  seen  in  his  case, 
there  were  many  circumstances  of  a  puzzling  character  which  made  the 
dia"-nosis  exceedingly  difficult. 

A  youno-  woman,  wliile  at  work,  fell  to  the  floor  unconscious,  in  wliat 
appeared  to  be  a  "  fainting  Ht."  There  were  some  convulsive  movements 
limited  to  the  left  side  of  the  body.  When  admitted  to  Bellevue  Hospital 
on  tlie  following  day,  there  were  irregular  contraction  of  the  pupils,  coma, 
and  high  temperature.  A  loud  systolic  murmur  was  heard  all  over  the 
chest.  °  She  remained  unconscious  for  two  days,  and  on  the  third  day 
died.  Her  breathing  previous  to  death  was  stertorous,  her  limbs  flaccid, 
and  reflex  action  diminished.  The  pupils  were  dilated.  Her  urine  con- 
tained a  small  amount  of  albumen,  but  not  enough,  in  tlie  absence  of 
oedema  and  other  symptoms,  to  suggest  nephritic  trouble ;  besides,  the 
quantity  of  urine  passed  was  sufficient.  The  question  of  thrombosis  was 
excluded  by  the  absence  of  premonitory  symptoms.  Congestive  chill, 
by  the  paralysis  and  meningeal  hemorrhage,  was  suggested,  but  excluded 
when  the  absence  of  rigidity  was  taken  into  account.  Janeway  considered 
the  lesion  to  be  hemorrhage,  and  I  will  give  his  own  description  of  the 
autopsy  and  its  result. 

"The  post-mortem  examination  revealed  the  following:  Skull,  normal. 
Brain  and  membranes:  On  opening  the  dura  mater  on  the  right  side, 
a  clot  of  blood,  a  little  over  half  an  inch  thick,  three  inches  long, 
and  two  inches  wide,  escaped  from  the  arachnoid  sac.  This  clot  Avas 
in  the  main  black,  moderately  soft,  but  jH-ovided  with  a  bufly  coat  at 
one  portion.  It  had  produced  a  corresponding  depression  of  the  brain, 
over  which  it  was  situated,  and  in  its  centre  was  an  opening  about  an  inch 
long  and  a  half  inch  wide,  leading  from  a  recent  excavation  in  the  middle 
lobe  of  the  brain,  through  the  torn  pia  mater  and  so-called  arachnoid,  into 
the  sac  of  the  latter.  This  excavation  reached  from  the  convex  surface 
nearly  to  the  corpus  and  optic  thalamus  at  posterior  extremity.  The 
opening  was  situated  a  little  nearer  to  the  longitudinal  fissure  than  would 
correspond  to  the  middle  of  the  convex  surface.  The  excavation  was 
about  two  inches  wide  and  contained  clotted  blood,  of  which  some  had 
escaped  in  removing  brain.  Tlie  brain-tissue  surrounding  this  was  soft, 
slightly  blood-stained,  and  where  it  formed  the  boundaries  of  the  space, 
numerous  black  points  were  present,  corresponding  to  clots  of  blood,  closing 
numerous  small  torn  vessels.  The  brain-tissue  of  the  posterior  lobe,  espe- 
cially on  its  outer  surface,  was  softer  than  natural.  The  posterior  ex- 
tremity of  the  optic  thalamus  of  the  right  side,  over  a  small  area,  presented 
an  ecchymotic  softened  state. 

"  In  the  clotted  blood  and  disintegrated  brain-tissue  found  at  the  mouth 
of  the  excavation,  a  small  branch  of  the  posterior  cerebral  was  found  torn 
across,  presenting  a  widened  extremity  at  the  point  of  rupture,  surrounded 
by  tiiickened  and  firm  tissue,  and  in  the  interior  of  this  a  firm  reddish- 
gray  clot,  uniform  in  its  structure  and  of  older  date  than  any  others.  I 
failed  on  careful  examination  to  find  the  other  extremity  of  the  torn  ves- 
sel, but  from  the  condition  of  the  portion  found  doubt  not  that  it  would 


'  Am.  PsychologicalJournal,  Nov.  1876. 
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have  proved  of  similar  shape  to  the  other,  and  tliat  together  they  wouM 
liave  constituted  a  cylindrical  dilatation  of  this  artery. 

"  The  left  (opposite)  heniisjjliore  showed  tlie  convolutions  flattened  and 
so  closely  jjressed  togethei-  laterally  as  to  nearly  obliterate  the  ai)])earance 
of  sulci.  The  aracimoid  was  dry,  and  there  was  no  sub-arachnoid  fluid 
l)rescnt.  The  brain  on  this  side  appeared  aniumic,  and  on  cutting  the 
dura  mater  pressed  out. 

"  The  lateral  ventricles  were  of  normal  appearance.  The  anterior  lobe 
of  right  side  was  normal.  Pons,  cerebellum,  etc.,  were  normal.  The 
arteries  at  the  base  were  carefully  examined,  being  followed  to  their  smaller 
ramifications  without  finding  any  emboli. 

"  The  lungs  were  slightly  (edematous. 

"Heart:  The  left  ventricle  was  slightly  hypertrophied.  On  the  auri- 
cular aspect  of  the  mitral  valve,  and  on  the  ventricular  of  the  aortic,  con- 
dylomatous  excrescences  Avere  present,  narrowing  both  orifices ;  but  the 
largest  mass  passed  obliquely  across  the  heart  from  the  leaf  of  aortic  valves 
nearest  the  septum  to  the  anterior  leaf  of  mitral  valves,  and  above  this, 
between  it  and  the  other  leaflet  of  aortic  valves,  a  slight  dilatation  of  the 
heart-wall  existed. 

"  Small  infarctions  were  present  in  the  spleen  and  the  kidney,  and  the 
latter  showed  at  some  points  interstitial  nephritis,  around  glomeruli,  with 
atrophy  of  these  ;  but  the  disease  was  not  advanced.  The  mesentery  pre- 
sented two  small  aneurismal  dilatations  of  little  arteries,  and  at  these 
points  emboli  were  present :  one  was  of  the  size  of  the  head  of  a  pin ;  the 
other,  of  a  pea. 

"  In  this  case  it  seems  exceedingly  jjrobable  that  the  primary  lesion  of 
the  artery,  which  finally  ruptured,  was  embolism,  and  tliat  this  obstruction 
caused,  secondarily,  a  dilatation  of  the  artery  at  this  point,  and  that, 
owing  to  the  heat,^  such  an  obstruction  of  the  circulation  in  the  brain  oc- 
curred as  to  cause  the  rupture  of  the  vessel  described.  This  is  rendered 
still  more  probable  by  finding  two  small  arteries  in  the  mesentery  Avith 
aneurismal  dilatation,  and  containing  emboli. 

"  A  point  of  interest  in  this  case  is  the  absence  of  serious  symptoms  of 
cardiac  disease,  though  there  M'as  so  marked  a  lesion.  It  did  not  seem 
as  if  any  regurgitation  had  occurred  at  the  aortic  orifice,  simply  obstruc- 
tion. The  left  ventricle  contained  such  a  firmly  adherent  clot  that  the 
hydrostatic  test  was  of  no  avail. 

"  It  also  furnishes  another  to  the  already  long  list  of  cases  in  Avhich  a 
heart-murmur  is  heard — sudden  paralysis  occurs — the  patient  moderately 
young,  and  yet  the  lesion  is  hemorrhage,  and  not  embolism.  I  have  met 
with  several  of  these  exceptions." 

From  thrombosis  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  making  a  diagnosis  Avhen 
we  remember  the  slow  origin  of  the  former.  The  "  apoplectic  form"  of 
cerebral  congestion  sometimes  resembles  the  condition  presented  by  the 
patient ;  however,  the  former  history,  the  suffused  face,  contracted  pupils, 
and  rapid  subsidence  of  symptoms,  will  put  us  on  our  guard. 


'  The  weather  was  excessively  warm  at  this  time,  and  the  patient  was  at  first 
supposed  by  those  around  her  to  be  suffering  from  the  effects  of  the  heat. 
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Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology.— Bunowes  iind  Kirkes  were 
the  first  English  writers  uiul  Virchow  the  eiirliest  Continental  writer  to  de- 
scribe these  conditions.  Provost  and  Cotard  have  since  related  interesting 
experiments.  They  injected  tobacco  seed  into  the  carotids  of  dogs,  and 
afterwards  watclied  tlie  changes  that  followed.  One  of  lliese  dogs  was 
killed  thirty-nine  days  after  tlie  seed  liad  been  introduced,  when  tliey  found 
tlie  middle  cerebral  artery  obstructed,  and  induration  about  the  fissure  of 
Sylvius. 

Tlie  pathological  processes  which  follow  sucli  mechanical  obstruction 
have  been  sutficiently  noticed  in  a  preceding  article,  so  it  will  be  enough 
to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  consequence  of  such  an  accident  will 
be  softening  of  the  parts  deprived  of  their  nourishment,  unless  the  collat- 
eral circulation  be  established  at  an  early  date,  or  the  embolon  is  broken 
down  and  removed,  which  is  a  very  unlikely  circumstance. 

Kirkes*  calls  attention  to  the  distribution  of  emboli  in  the  following 
words:  "The  parts  of  the  vascular  system,  within  which  these  transmitted 
masses  of  fibrine  may  be  found,  will  of  course  depend  in  a  great  measure 
upon  whether  they  proceed  from  the  right  or  left  side  of  the  heart.  Then, 
if  they  have  been  detached  from  eitlier  the  aortic  or  mitral  valves,  they 
will  pass  into  the  blood  propelled  by  the  left  ventricle  into  the  aorta  and 
its  subdivisions,  and  may  be  arrested  in  any  of  the  systemic  arteries  or 
their  modifications  in  the  various  organs,  especially  those  which,  like  the 
brain,  spleen,  and  kidneys,  receive  large  supplies  of  blood  directly  from 
the  left  side  of  the  heart.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fibrinous  masses  are 
derived  from  the  pulmonary  artery  and  its  subdivisions  within,  the  lungs 
will  necessarily  become  the  primary  if  not  the  exclusive  seat  of  their  sub- 
sequent deposition." 

In  regard  to  the  side  of  the  brain  -where  the  deposit  occurs,  I  think  we 
may  say  that  the  left  side  and  the  middle  cerebral  artery  are  the  most  com- 
mon site,  though  many  cases  reported  by  Shaw,  Glynne,  Murchison,  and 
others  prove  that  the  right  artery  may  be  affected  as  well. 

An  interesting  example,  which  is  almost  unique,  is  the  following  case 
of  embolism  of  the  right  posterior  cerebral  artery,  The  history  was  read 
by  Broadbent  before  the  London  Clinical  Society : — ^ 

"  The  patient,  a  young  man  aged  19,  had  suffered  three  years  previously 
from  acute  rheumatism.  Ten  days  before  his  admission,  he  suddenly  be- 
came blind,  and  had  great  pain  in  the  liead.  Five  days  later,  vision  hav- 
ing returned,  he  lost  the  use  of  his  left  limbs,  while-  the  right  arm  and  leo- 
were  continually  in  motion;  and,  unless  restrained,  he  rolled  over  and 
over  towards  the  left,  falling  out  of  bed  and  bruising  himself  severely. 
The  left  hemiplegia  and  uncontrollable  movements  of  the  right  limbs  con- 
tinued when  he  was  admitted;  the  liemiplegia  not  being  absolute,  but 
accompanied  by  slight  rigidity  and  very  considerable  impairment  of  sensa- 
tion. The  patient  took  no  notice  of  persons  or  objects,  but  answered  ques- 
tions, and  put  out  the  tongue  on  being  urged.    His  pulse  was  variable, 


'  Royal  Med.  Chn.  Trans.,  vol.  xxxv.  p.  281,  1852. 

*  Abstracted  from  Lancet,  Monthly  Abstract,  April,  187G,  p.  57G. 
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120  to  160  or  more.  Temperature  in  tlie  right  axilla,  99.2°;  in  the 
left,  100.6°.  A  loud  mitral  systolic  murmur  was  present.  The  bowels 
were  confined,  and,  when  opencid,  tiie  i'w.cs  and  urine  were  passed  in  bed. 
A  dose  of  thi-ee  grains  of  calomel  was  given,  and  two  grains  of  carbonate 
of  ammonia  with  two  drachms  of  infusion  of  digitalis  every  two  hours. 
Chloral  also  was  given  at  night.  He  was  ordered  a  diet  of  milk  and  beef- 
tea.,  witli  four  ounces  of  brandy.  There  was  gradual  improvement;  and, 
three  days  after  his  admission,  an  ophthalmoscopic  observation,  previously 
attempted  in  vain,  was  obtained,  and  the  disks  wei-e  found  to  present  the 
api)eara.nces  of  marked  iscluemia.  The  pulse  was  now  108,  soft,  short, 
and  strikingly  dierotous.  A  day  later  the  pulse  was  88,  and  more  full. 
The  temperature  was  still  nearly  a  degree  higlier  in  the  l(;ft  (100°)  than  in 
the  right  (99.2°)  axilla.  Slight  paralysis  of  the  left  external  rectus  of  the 
eye  was  observed.  At  the  end  of  a  fortnight's  stay  in  hospital,  the  right 
limbs  were  quiet,  and  there  was  considerable  return  of  power  and  sensation 
in  the  left  side.  His  speech  was  leather  slow,  but  there  was  no  obvious 
impairment  of  the  intellect.  Notwithstanding  this,  however,  he  not  only 
passed  his  feces  in  bed,  but  threw  them  about  and  bedaubed  himself  and 
the  bedclothes  without  any  regard  to  decency.  The  optic  ischasmia  was 
marked,  but  vision  was  good.  The  temperature  of  the  right  axilla  was 
99.3°  ;  of  the  left,  100°.  At  the  end  of  three  weeks  he  passed  his  excretions 
naturally.  After  five  weeks  he  was  up  and  about,  eating  well ;  but  pale, 
and  still  complaining  a  little  of  headache.  Impairment  of  power  and  of 
sensation  in  the  left  limbs  was  still  perceptible.  The  optic  neuritis  was 
subsiding.  Distant  vision  was  good,  but  small  print  was  not  easily  read. 
A  systolic  mitral  murmur  was  heard.  The  temperature  was  still  never 
below  99°;  usually  100°;  it  was  now  equal  on  the  two  sides.  But  for 
this  elevation  of  temperature,  the  jjatient  would  have  been  allowed  to 
leave  the  hospital.  Soon  afterwards,  however,  there  were  symptoms  of 
splenic  embolism,  and  later  of  ulcerative  endocarditis ;  and  he  died  from 
this  four  months  after  admission.  On  post-mortem  examination,  Avith 
ulcerative  endocarditis  and  numerous  recent  embolisms,  there  was  found 
softening  of  the  occipital  lobe  of  the  right  hemisphere  from  the  posterior 
cornu  of  the  ventricle  downwards,  and  the  branch  of  the  post-cerebral 
artery  entering  the  calcarine  fissure  was  occluded  and  lost  in  adhesions. 
It  was  considered  probable  by  Dr.  Broadbent  that  originally  the  posterior 
cerebral  artery  itself  had  been  blocked  up,  and  not  only  this  branch.  The 
interesting  points  in  the  case,  on  which  comments  Avere  made,  were  the 
temporary  blindness,  the  agitation  of  the  right  limbs  and  rolling  tendency, 
the  usual  association  of  loss  of  sensation  and  of  double  optic  ischfemia  with 
embolism  of  a  cerebral  artery,  and  the  remarkable  indifference  to  decency 
persisting  when  the  intellect  was  apparently  good," 

Fat  globules  may  sometimes  plug  up  the  small  capillaries,  producing 
wide  areas  of  softening. 

The  morbid  appearances  indicative  of  cerebral  embolism  are  of  interest 
and  worthy  of  the  closest  study,  not  only  because,  the  brain  is  the  point 
which  suffers  the  most  seriously,  but  because  generally  the  heart,  spleen, 
lungs,  bloodvessels,  and  other  organs  may  be  involved  as  well.  On  the  valves 
of  the  heart,  either  mitral  or  aortic,  may  be  found  excrescences,  induration 
or  recent  clots,  and  tlie  arteries  themselves  may  exhibit  patches  of  atheroma. 
In  the  brain  we  will  probably  find  one  or  more  of  the  arteries  I  have 
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spoken  of  to  be  swollen,  hard,  and  filled  by  one  of  these  little  masses  of 
tibrine.  They  have  been  compared  to  grains  of  wheat,  and  resemble  them 
very  closely.  Generally  the  embolon  is  separated  from  a  second  plug 
which  has  followed  clotting  of  the  arrested  blood.  End)oli  are  never 
attached  to  the  walls  of  the  vessels. 

Several  arteries  may,  ])erhups,  be  found  obstructed  in  the  same  way. 
"  Sometimes  all  on  one  side  ;  at  other  times  some  arteries  of  one  side  of  the 
brain,  and  some  of  the  other,'"  so  says  Fox. 

Softened  masses  are  generally  found  on  examination,  and  are  usually 
the  cause  of  death.  The  parts  behind  the  occlusion  are  subjected  to  the  full 
force  of  blood  which  is  arrested,  and  not  sent  to  the  parts  it  should  supply, 
and  local  hyperemia  is  a  result.  The  resulting  softening  is  generally  con- 
fined to  the  left  hemisphere  at  its  base,  for  reasons  I  have  before  stated, 
and  the  frontal  convolutions,  corpus  striatum,  and  adjacent  parts  are  found 
to  be  either  red  or  yellow,  softened  or  indurated. 

CEdema  of  the  brain  is  not  an  uncommon  appearance,  such  oedema 
being  seen  in  the  parts  deprived  of  blood.  The  perivascular  spaces  being 
enlarged,  it  is  but  natural  that  their  fluid  should  rush  in  to  fill  up  the  in- 
creased space  left  by  the  bloodless  arteries. 

Prognosis. — The  outlook  for  the  patient  is  generally  a  very  gloomy 
one  if  the  accident  be  at  all  grave,  and  the  artery  be  one  of  importance. 
The  sevei'ity  of  the  symptoms,  the  existence  of  emboli  in  other  organs, 
the  element  of  severe  pain,  high  temperature,  and  gradual  development  of 
symptoms  indicative  of  softening  are  of  unfavorable  import,  and  give 
affairs  a  very  dark  look  ;  therefore  it  is  never  well  to  make  too  hasty  a 
prognosis. 

Treatment  Rest,  abstinence  from  stimulants,  and  agents  which  will 

diminish  the  arterial  tension  are  the  only  remedial  means  to  adopt  besides 
the  ordinary  indications  which  appeal  to  the  common  sense  and  discretion 
of  the  medical  man.  Afterwards,  resulting  conditions,  such  as  paralysis 
or  softening,  are  to  be  treated. 


Op.  cit.,  p.  32. 
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CHAPTEK  Y. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  CEREBRUM  AND  CEREBELLUM  (Continued). 
CEREBRAL  SOFTENING. 


Synonyms — RamoUissement  (rouge,  blsinc,  jaune).  Encephalitis 
aigue,  clironique  (Fr.).  MoUities  cerebri,  Encephalitis,  Softening  of  the 
Brain  (chronic,  acute).  Inflammation  of  tlie  Brain. 

Definition — A  disease  of  the  brain  of  an  acute  or  chronic  character, 
attended  by  destruction  of  nervous  substance,  and  of  an  acute  inflammatory 
nature,  with  purulent  formation  ;  or  of  a  chronic  non-inflammatory  charac- 
ter, with  less  rapid  disorganization  of  nerve-tissue  ;  but  in  either  case  pro- 
ductive of  a  mollification  of  the  nervous  substance. 

So  much  confusion  has  arisen  from  an  incorrect  appreciation  of  tlic 
morbid  anatomy  and  its  connection  with  pathology,  tliat  it  is  a  difficult 
matter  to  attempt  the  reconciliation  of  the  many  widely  differing  views  of 
the  legion  of  writers.  "Inflammation  of  the  brain"  is  the  term  which  has 
led  to  all  this  confusion  ;  and  I  have  been  bold  enough  to  base  my  classi- 
fication rather  upon  the  character  of  tissue-changes  than  upon  the  arbitrary 
law  that  softening  of  the  brain  is  the  only  result  of  inflammation.  Sclero- 
sis, as  we  know,  is  undoubtedly  the  result  of  a  low  grade  of  inflammation, 
but  in  this  case  the  tissue-changes  are  quite  different. 

Considering  that  the  word  "  softening"  means  a  mollification,  and  that 
it  may  result  not  only  fi'om  purulent  inflammation,  but  from  low  nutritive 
changes,  I  shall  divide  the  subject  as  follows : — 


2.  Chronic  Softening,      (    Primary  Softening. 
(Non-inflammatory),  ^    Secondary  Softening. 

1.  Under  the  first  head  we  may  place  the  variety  described  by  Elam,' 
which  is  a  quite  rare  affection  in  its  uncomplicated  form,  that  is,  when  it 
involves  the  brain  substance  en  masse;  and  meningo-cerebritis,  which  is 
by  far  more  common.  In  a  third  variety  the  acute  disease  is  characterized 
by  purulent  collections,  and  perhaps  by  the  ultimate  formation  of  abscesses. 

2.  Chronic  softening  in  its  primaiy  form  we  will  consider  to  be  depend- 
ent upon  general  disease,  intellectual  prostration,  and  like  causes ;  while 
"  secondary  softening"  may  be  used  to  exjiress  the  form  Avhich  follows 
vascular  lesions,  such  as  embolism,  thrombosis,  or  cerebral  hemorrhage. 


1.  Acute  Softening, 
(Inflammatory), 


Diffused  Cerebritis. 
Meningo-Cerebritis. 
Purulent  Cerebritis. 


'  Cerebria,  and  other  Diseases  of  the  Brain,  London,  1872. 
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In  the  first  form  it  may  be  either  cortical,  diflFused,  or  combined  with 
meningitis. 

Symptoms.— Ccrcbritis  of  either  kind  is  preceded  in  nearly  every 
instance  by  symptoms  of  functional  disorder,  such  as  cerebral  congestion 
or  cerebral  ana;mia,  but  these  are  not  sufficient  in  themselves  to  arouse  the 
suspicion  of  the  observer  as  to  the  serious  character  of  the  disease  Avhich 
is  to  follow.  The  later  prodromata  of  ccrebritis,  however,  cannot  be  mis- 
taken, and  finally  the  developed  disease  presents  most  pronounced  symp- 
toms, which,  if  they  do  not  always  enable  us  to  locate  the  brain  lesion,  are 
sufficient  to  assure  us  that  some  violent  inflammatory  process  is  under 
weigh  in  the  cerebral  mass.  The  patient  may  for  some  months  suffer 
greatly  from  headache  of  a  diffused  character,  accompanied  by  burning 
sensations,  and  a  sense  of  pressure  behind  the  eyeballs.  These  headaches 
are  quite  intense,  and  are  aggravated  by  exposure  to  heat,  concentration 
of  the  mental  powers,  and  alcoholic  indulgence.  His  memory  becomes 
gradually  enfeebled,  so  that  at  first  dates  and  names  are  forgotten,  and 
afterwards  faces,  locations,  and  even  information  which  may  have  been 
imparted  to  him  a  short  time  previously.  Some  slight  clumsiness  of 
speech  may  be  indicative  of  the  near  approach  of  grave  symptoms,  but 
this  clumsiness  is  not  aphasic  till  later.  Irritability  of  temper,  restless- 
ness, and  incapacity  for  mental  application  are  attendant  evidences  of  the 
smouldering  fire  which  afterwards  is  to  make  itself  known  by  still  more 
decided  symptoms.  Among  these  may  be  enumerated  nystagmus,  stra- 
bismus, and  diplopia,  as  ocular  troubles ;  contractures  of  the  limbs, 
tremors  of  individual  muscles  or  groups  of  muscles,  a  twitching  of  the 
limbs,  or  other  motor  troubles,  and  hyperaesthesia,  followed  by  anaesthesia, 
and  other  disorders  of  sensation;  these  last  sometimes  being  peculiarly 
prominent.  Next  we  find  that  there  may  be  an  apoiDlectic  attack  or 
convulsions  of  an  epileptiform  character,  which  mark  the  violent  stages  of 
the  disease.  Should  there  be,  as  a  result  of  the  morbid  process,  cerebral 
hemorrhage,  it  will  be  found  that  the  paralyzed  limbs  become  markedly 
contracted,  and  that  rigidity  is  a  striking  feature.  According  to  Jaccoud, 
the  contractures  may  be  bilateral,  though  the  rule  is  the  other  way,  the  limbs 
of  but  one  side  being  rigidly  flexed.'  He  has  seen  one  case  where  the 
left  arm  and  leg  were  the  seat  of  contractures,  and  where  tlie  face  Avas 
contracted  and  strongly  drawn  towards  the  left  side,  suggesting  a  right 
facial  palsy,  but  the  appreciable  rigidity  of  the  facial  muscles  of  the  left 
side  left  no  doubt  as  to  the  origin  of  the  deviation.  Tlie  ])aralyzod  mem- 
bers are  generally  those  that  are  the  seat  of  convulsive  movements  in  the 
first  place.  The  convulsions  may  be  general,  and  assume  an  epileptiform 
character,  and  may  be  accompanied  by  vomiting.  The  patient's  mental 
condition  meanwhile  undergoes  a  great  change.  Delusions,  which  somewhat 


'  Trait6  dc  Path.  Interne,  vol.  i.,  art.  Enccph.  algue. 
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resemble  1  liosc^  of  oonei-jil  ])iiriilyHi,s  of  f  lie  insane,  ui-e  ])resent ;  the  exaltation 
delirantv  of  the  Freneii,  wliieh  is  by  some  eoiisidered  to  be  iin  early  symptom. 
This  has  not  been  my  experience,  and  I  am  convinced  that  in  tlie  cases  where 
it  has  been  noticed  as  an  early  ex})res8ion  of  the  affection,  the  disease 
was  in-obably  general  paralysis,  and  not  C(irebritis.  Memory  is  iibolished, 
and  Hnally  dementia  remains,  which,  sliould  the  patient  live  for  some  time, 
is  expressed  by  all  the  other  signs,  drivelling  of  saliva,  inane  smile,  hebetude, 
and  total  imbecility,  while  there  may  be  aphasia  of  the  amnesic  or  ataxic 
variety.  The  muscles  concerned  in  articulation  and  deglutition  are  in- 
volved, and  the  patient  may  narrowly  escape  being  choked  by  the  masses 
of  food  which  "  go  down  the  wrong  way  "  or  accumulate  in  his  moutli. 
Constipation  or  retention  of  urine  is  not  an  uncommon  accomi)animent, 
and  the  urine  is  charged  with  urates,  is  dark-colored,  and  rapidly  under- 
goes decomposition.  The  temperature  and  pulse  are  botli  changed,  the 
latter  becoming  accelerated  and  irregular,  and  the  heart-sounds  sharp  and 
"  precipitative."  A  tremulous  character  of  the  pulse  has  been  noticed  bv 
several  observers  ;  but  1  agree  with  Hammond  that  there  is  nothin"-  dis- 
tinctive  about  this.  The  temperature  may  rise  to  110°  F.,  and  generally 
attains  its  highest  point  at  the  end  of  the  first  four  days.  Coma  precedes 
a  fatal  ending  in  the  acute  form  at  the  end  of  a  few  days,  and  death  occurs 
generally  after  seven  or  eight  days  by  asphyxia.  Should  the  patient  sur- 
vive, there  is  a  remission  of  the  symptoms,  and  the  formation  genei'ally  of 
an  abscess.  Cerebritis  does  not  always  begin  in  the  same  way,  and,  as  I 
have  already  stated,  is  not  invariably  symptomatized  by  all  the  forms  of 
disordered  functions  I  liave  enumerated.  There  may  be  no  premonitory 
symptoms  should  the  disease  follow  otitis  or  injury,  but  in  the  insidious 
form,  which  has  been  so  admirably  described  by  Elam  and  Reynolds,  the 
appearance  of  prodromata  is  gradual  and  progressive.  In  certain  cases 
the  paralysis  is  an  early  symptom,  in  others  the  defects  of  articidation  and 
deglutition  are  more  prominent ;  in  other  cases  psychical  disturbances  are 
decided,  while  in  still  others  coma  or  convulsions  are  the  striking  features. 
The  predominance  of  these  different  symptoms  depends  very  much  upon 
the  region  which  suffers  the  most  from  the  violence  of  inflammatory  action. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  disorder  is  attended  fi"om  the  first  by 
febrile  disturbances,  and  that  all  the  symptoms  are  those  indicative  of  a 
hypera?sthetic  state  of  the  cerebrum.  Should  the  patient  survive  the  im- 
mediate violence  of  the  attack,  he  may  recover  to  some  degree.  The  tem- 
perature and  pulse  are  lowered  ;  the  active  evidence  of  the  central  disease 
subsides,  but  it  is  not  common  for  any  amelioration  of  the  paralysis  to  take 
place.  The  headache  may  become  more  locali5:ed  and  less  intense,  or  may 
subside  altogether,  and  it  may  only  reappear  when  the  patient  is  fatigued. 
He  may  remain  in  this  condition  for  several  years.  In  one  case  that  came 
under  my  observation  I  accidentally  found  a  large  abscess  about  the  size 
of  a  horse  chestnut  in  the  white  matter  of  the  anterior  lobe  of  the  right 
hemisi)liere.  The  individual  had  died  of  phthisis,  and  during  life  com- 
plained of  no  symptoms  which  would  direct  susjiicion  to  the  brain  lesion. 
He  had  had  a  febrile  attack  six  years  before,  which  was  probably  the  tinu' 
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at  which  the  abscess  was  formed.  In  many  cases  cerebral  abscess  follows 
disease  of  the  temporal  bone,  and  in  the  raiijority  of  instances  it  is  not 
essentially  necessary  that  there  should  be  coni])licatiiig  general  meningitis, 
though  such  is  often  the  case.  A  very  interesting  history  was  presented 
by  Dr.  Elliot'  to  the  New  York  Pathological  Society. 

A  man  aged  50,  of  intemperate  habits,  for  the  last  twenty  years  subject 
to  constant  headache,  fourteen  years  ago  had  an  attack  of  acute  mania, 
lasting  two  weeks,  and  ten  ycai-s  ago  a  similar  attack.  For  tlic  last  four 
months  vision  has  been  failing,  and  there  waS  an  inclination  to  talk  con- 
tinually, either  to  himself  or  the  attendants. 

One  month  before  death  he  was  seized  with  general  convulsions.  A 
week  later  there  was  spasm  of  the  left  leg,  attended  with  intense  pain, 
alternating  for  three  days  with  pain  in  the  lumbar  region,  and  imperfect 
paraplegia,  terminating  in  paralysis  of  the  left  leg;  this,  however,  passed 
off  in  twenty-four  hours. 

One  week  before  death  there  was  convulsive  action  of  the  right  side, 
with  severe  pain  for  two  hours,  succeeded  by  right  hemiplegia.  After 
thirty-six  hours,  motion  was  regained  in  the  arm,  but  not  in  the  leg.  Dur- 
ing the  last  month  of  life  there  was  constant  vomiting. 

Autopsy. — There  was  found  near  the  centre  of  the  upper  surface  of  the 
right  middle  cerebral  lobe  a  thickening  of  the  arachnoid,  and  beneath  this 
an  abscess  of  the  size  of  an  English  walnut,  with  smooth  walls.  The 
brain-substance  surrounding  the  abscess  was  condensed  and  gray,  and 
around  this  again  red  and  soft.  In  the  centre  of  the  right  middle  cerebral 
lobe,  in  the  anterior  and  inferior  part  of  the  right  posterior  cerebral  lobe, 
in  the  centre  of  the  left  middle  lobe,  and  in  the  inferior  part  of  the  left 
middle  lobe,  Avere  similar  abscesses. 

The  left  lateral  ventricle  was  filled  with  pus  coming  from  the  abscess 
in  the  left  middle  lobe;  the  pus  in  all  the  abscesses  was  green  and  fetid. 
No  lesions  were  found  in  the  other  organs. 

Causes. — Exposure  to  the  sun's  rays,  alcoholism,  inflammatory  disease 
of  the  bones  of  the  head  or  face,  meningitis,  brain  tumors,  ti-aumatism, 
and  syphilis,  as  well  as  several  of  the  zymotic  fevers  and  rheumatism,  are 
all  predisposing  and  exciting  causes  of  cerebritis.  The  simple  form  may 
be  idiopathic,  but  that  which  results  in  the  production  of  abscesses  is  more 
often  due  to  traumatism,  caries  of  adjacent  bones,  or  syphilis.  Jaccoud 
has  found  that  the  proportion  of  patients  in  regard  to  sex  was  in  favor  of 
the  males,  nine  men  being  affected  to  every  four  women,  and  that  the  dis- 
ease Avas  developed  between  puberty  and  the  forty-fifth  year.  Cerebral 
abscess  or  traumatic  cerebritis  may  be  produced,  of  course,  at  any  age  by 
injuries  or  the  exterisidn  of  other  diseases.  I  have  seen  one  case  in  which 
cerebritis  followed  otitis  in  a  child  ten  years  old.  Lead  poisoning  should 
not  be  forgotten  as  a  rare,  cause. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology  Cerebritis  may  either  in- 
volve the  cortex  cerebri  or  some  central  parts,  such  as  the  corpora  striata 
or  optic  thalami,  or  more  rarely  may  affect  the  entire  brain,  but  it  prefers 
the  gray  matter,  which  is  so  richly  supplied  by  bloodvessels.  The  brain 
may  be  found  to  be  the  seat  of  many  softened  parts,  as  "foyers"  of  purulent 


'  Trans.  N.  Y.  Path.  Soc,  vol.  i.  p.  G. 
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accunuiliitioii,  serous  oxnclation  from  the  vessels,  infiltrating  the  surround- 
ing brain-tissue,  or  there  may  be  ru[)tured  vessels,  and  an  eseape  of  tiieir 
contents.  The  brain-tissue  may  be  stained  by  the  hematine,  and  ocea- 
sionally  present  the  appearance  of  sim[)le  non-inflammatory  softening. 

The  microscope  enables'  us  to  see  a  multiplicity  of  changes  granular 

degeneration,  leucocytes,  broken-down  nerve-elements,  rarely  neuroglia- 
thickening,  and  still  more  rarely  amyloid  bodies.  I  know  of  no  more  in- 
teresting field  for  the  study  of  morbid  microscopical  anatomy  than  a  brain 
of  this  kind,  for  nearly  every  appearance  or  grade  of  diseased  structure  may 
be  found.  The  vascular  lesions  are  capillary  liemorrhage,  miliary  aneu- 
rism, etc.  Suppuration  takes  place  in  several  ways.  The  brain-sub- 
stance may  be  generally  infiltrated,  so  that  it  presents  a  yellow  color 
throughout  its  extent,  or  there  may  be  a  localized  infiltration  or  an  en- 
cysted collection  of  pus.  About  the  latter  will  be  found  a  sclerosis  of  the 
brain-tissue,  and  about  this  a  serous  infiltration.  Jaccoud  has  found  that 
abscesses  are  more  often  to  be  observed  in  the  white  substance,  in  which 
conclusion  he  is  supported  by  the  observations  of  many  writers.  Lebert,' 
in  fifty-eight  cases,  found  the  abscess  to  be  located  twenty-three  times  in 
the  left  hemisphere,  eighteen  in  the  right,  twice  in  the  corpora  striata, 
twelve  times  in  the  cerebellum,  twice  in  the  pituitary  body,  and  once  in 
the  spinal  cord.  I  have  already  presented  cases  which  will  enable  the 
reader  to  appreciate  the  origin  and  size  of  such  collections  of  purulent 
matter,  and  the  evidences  of  diseased  bone,  fracture,  etc.,  that  are  to  be 
discerned  in  cases  of  traumatism  or  disease.  In  certain  pyiemic  condi- 
tions, such  as  erysipelas,  abscesses  may  be  found  in  other  parts  of  the 
body  as  well,  notably  in  the  liver  and  lungs.  In  rare  forms  a  rapid  ne- 
crobiosis or  "death"  of  tissues  takes  place,  which  is  almost  analogous  with 
gangrene  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  and  large  masses  of  brain-tissue  are 
destroyed  very  rapidly.* 


'  Vu-chow's  Arcliiv,  x.  1866. 

2  Of  fifteen  cases  of  cerebral  softening  of  the  acute  form,  Camleil*  found  in  one 
fibrine  in  the  sinuses  of  the  dura  mater ;  in  one,  this  membrane  was  bathed  in 
purulent  liquid,  and  it  was  also  perforated  at  one  point ;  in  five  tliei'C  were  recent 
spots  of  enceplialitis  on  the  right  and  left  sides,  in  six  on  the  left  only,  in  three  on 
the  right  only ;  in  three  there  were  cellular  cicatrices  in  the  right  lobe  of  the 
brain,  in  one  in  the  left  lobe ;  in  two  the  right  hemisphere  of  the  cerebellum  was 
the  seat  of  an  acute  inflammatory  spot ;  in  four  the  principal  recent  inflammatory 
spots  were  still  in  a  state  of  red  hepatization  ;  in  seven  they  were  in  a  state  of 
softening,  with  disintegration  of  the  nervous  substance ;  in  four  they  were  in  a 
state  of  disintegi-ation  of  the  nei-vous  substance,  with  a  mixture  of  a  liquid  that 
resembled  pus  ;  in  four  the  spots  of  acute  local  encephalitis  without  clot  were 
studied  microscopically.  Of  these,  in  one  tliey  were  still  in  the  state  of  red 
hepatization  ;  the  diseased  regions  were  reddened  by  the  widening  of  the  capilla- 
ries, and  by  the  presence  of  extravasatcd  globules  of  blood  ;  the  cerebral  fibres 
were  not  yet  disintegrated;  already  small  granular  cells  had  begun  to  be  formed 
in  the  inflamed  parts.  In  three  the  nervous  substance  of  the  diseased  scats  was 
disintegrated,  and  more  or  less  reduced  to  fragments ;  it  was  soaked  in  plasma, 


*  Quoted  by  Fox. 
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Diagnosis. — Cerebral  hemorrliago,  meningitis,  cerebral  tumor,  embo- 
lism, and  tin-ombosis  are  all  conditions  from  wliich  it  is  j^roper  we  should 
distino'uish  acute  ccrebritis  and  cerebral  abscess. 

Some  of  the  symptoms  of  general  paralysis  of  the  insane  may  possibly 
mislead  the  observer.  From  cerebral  hemorrliage  avc  are  to  distinguish 
cerebritis  by  the  rapid  amendment  of  symptoms  in  the  former,  while  in 
the  latter  tiiere  is  progressive  evidence  of  advancing  structural  changes. 
Fever  is  not  connected  with  cerebral  hemorrhage,  unless  there  be  secon- 
dary inflammation  of  the  brain-substance.  The  headache  is  not  suggestive 
of  cerebral  hemorrhage,  nor  is  the  delirium  or  vomiting;  and,  after  all, 
the  only  symptom  which  deserves  attention  is  the  paralysis.  It  is  impor- 
tant to  bear  in  mind  that  rigidity  and  contracture  take  place  before  pa- 
ralysis, while  we  know  tliat  tiie  converse  is  the  rule  in  cerebral  hemorrhage. 
Sliould  hemiplegia  follow  a  number  of  the  other  symptoms,  we  may  consider 
that  the  hemorrhage  is  secondary  to  the  cerebritis,  and  that  some  vessel 
has  been  cut  across.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  distinguish  uncomplicated 
cerebritis  from  meningo-cerebritis.  The  pain  is  perhaps  more  marked  in 
the  latter,  and  the  convulsions  are  bilateral.  In  uncomplicated  cerebritis 
there  is  not  nearly  so  much  fever  as  in  the  meningeal  form  or  in  simple 
meningitis.  Typhoid  fever  may  simulate  cerebritis,  and  vice  versa. 
Attacks  of  the  latter  begin  with  headache,  vertigo,  movements  of  the  eyes, 
insomnia,  delirium,  nose-bleed,  and  diarrhoea,  with  high  evening  tem- 
perature. The  absence  of  tympanites,  and  gurgling  in  the  left  iliac  fossa, 
and  the  appearance  of  paralysis  and  visual  disorders,  are  quite  sufficient 
landmarks  to  prevent  the  diagnostician  from  losing  his  way.  "When  there 
is  suspicion  of  otitis  or  traumatism,  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  make  a 
di  agnosis  from  thrombosis  of  the  cerebral  sinuses,  and  it  is  fortunate  that 
no  value  is  to  be  attached  to  such  a  diagnosis,  as  far  as  therapeutical  indi- 
cations are  concerned. 

Prognosis — There  is  very  little  hope  for  the  patient,  and  should  he 
survive  the  acute  attack  he  is  usually  left  paralytic  and  demented.  If 
there  be  a  purulent  accumulation,  which  becomes  encysted,  the  chances  of 
recovery  are  very  little  better,  and  it  only  becomes  a  question  of  time 
when  the  patient  will  die.  If  there  be  such  a  cerebral  abscess,  subsequent 
symptoms  very  much  like  those  connected  with  other  brain  tumors  will  be 
probably  developed ;  but,  in  numerous  cases  cited  by  various  authors,  a 
cerebral  abscess  has  existed  unsuspected  for  years. 

Treatment — Acute  cerebritis  in  either  form  must  be  met  with  ab- 
straction of  blood,  cold  effusions  to  the  head,  agents  which  lower  vascular 
tension,  counter-irritants,  and  mercury  in  some  one  of  its  forms.  The 
ice-bag,  or  the  apparatus  already  alluded  to  for  the  application  of  cold 
water,  may  be  used,  and  leeches  are  to  be  applied  to  the  arms  or  behind 
the  ears.   Jaccoud  and  most  of  the  clinical  teachers  recommend  purgation, 


mixed  with  a  considerable  number  of  gi-oat  cells  collected  together,  nnd  molecular 
granuhis;  sometimes  in  the  preparation  there  were  seen  rare  globules  of  jnis  scat, 
tered.    The  vessels  and  their  principal  branches  were  constantly  very  apparent 
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wliich  may  be  obtained  by  tlie  use  of  tlic  compound  jalap  powder,  followed  by 
calomel  carried  almost  to  tlie  jioiut  of  salivation.  Tiiis  seems  to  me  to  be 
ratlier  energetic  treatment ;  and  I  think  that  the  purgative  alone,  with  just 
sufficient  calomel  afterward  to  insure  a  continued  free  action  of  the  bowels, 
is  preferable.  For  the  purpose  of  diniinisiiing  vascular  tension,  eithei-  tartar 
emetic  (F.  35),  aconite,  or  veratrum  viride  (F.  3G)  may  be  used.  Should 
the  cerebritis  be  found  to  depend  upon  syphilis  or  lead,  the  iodide  of  potas- 
sium may  be  employed  as  the  most  serviceable  remedy.  Blood-l<;tting  is 
admissible  in  serious  cases,  and  is  recommended  by  nearly  all  of  tlie  older 
writers.  The  head  may  be  shaved  and  blistered,  or  cauterized  ;  but  I  am 
convinced  that  sub-occipital  vesication  is  in  every  way  as  good,  and  the 
infliction  of  this  punisliment  is  not  warranted.  If  there  be  any  otitis,  it 
is  well  to  promote  otorrhcEa ;  or,  if  tiiere  be  a  collection  of  pus  beneath  a 
depressed  and  fractured  bone,  it  may  be  liberated  by  a  free  incision. 


CHRONIC  SOFTENING. 

Definition. — A  disease  of  the  brain  of  a  very  serious  character,  gene- 
rally of  a  secondary  nature,  and  dependent  upon  impaired  nutrition  of  the 
brain-substance  through  occlusion  of  the  cerebral  vessel,  and  symptom- 
atized  by  a  numerous  variety  of  mental,  sensorial,  and  motorial  symptoms. 
Much  confusion  has  resulted  from  the  use  of  a  variety  of  terms,  such  as 
"  red  softening,"  "  white  softening,"  "  inflammation  of  the  brain,"  and 
other  names  wliicli  tend  to  mislead  the  student.  For  our  purpose  it  will 
do  to  consider  white  and  red  softening  as  different  stages  of  the  same  con- 
dition,  which  may  result  from  a  variety  of  causes  ;  and  inflammation  of  the 
brain  more  as  the  condition  which  I  have  just  described  than  that  of  which 
I  propose  to  speak,  viz.,  the  variety  spoken  of  by  Reynolds  and  others  as 
"  non-inflammatory  softening." 

Symptoms  The  symptoms  of  softening  of  the  brain  may  follow  a 

cerebral  hemorrhage,  embolism,  or  thrombosis,  or  perhaps  be  connected 
with  symptoms  of  cerebral  tumor  ;  or,  again,  cerebritis  may  leave  behind 
it  a  chronic  condition  expressed  by  the  symptoms  I  am  about  to  detail. 
The  early  troubles  of  the  primary  form  are  those  of  intelligence ;  the 
patient  becomes  silly,  loses  his  memory  of  events  which  have  recently 
transpired,  is  unable  to  concentrate  his  attention,  and  becomes  restless  and 
irritable,  quarrelling  with  his  immediate  friends,  and  getting  quite  excited 
towards  night.  His  speech  may  become  affected,  and  he  sits  by  himself 
for  hours  during  the  day,  and  mutters  constantly  a  mass  of  disconnected 
rubbish.  This  condition  of  stupidity  increases  ;  he  may  become  drowsy 
and  complain  of  headache,  with  feelings  of  head-pressure  ;  he  may  tell  us 
that  his  limbs  feel  heavy,  and  complain  of  muscular  pain,  from  which  he 
suffers  in  the  attempt  to  make  any  movement.  As  to  other  sensory  dis- 
turbance, liyperaBsthesia  is  much  more  common  than  anaesthesia ;  though 
cutaneous  areas,  in  which  sensation  is  impaired,  are  by  no  means  rare. 
Motorial  troubles  are  of  later  appearance,  commencing  with  gradual  loss 
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of  power  of  an  irregular  character,  which  may  affect  either  the  arms  or  legs 
in  the  beginning,  but  finally  becomes  general.  Tliis  jiaralysis  is  not  always 
constantj'^tliere  being  a  greater  loss  of  power  at  times  than  at  others. 
The  first  indication  of  the  motorial  trouble  may  appear  either  in  the  exe- 
cution of  some  ordinary  act,  which  will  be  performed  very  clumsily;  or  in 
locomotion,  when  the  patient  will  stumble  or  lall  to  the  ground,  as  there 
may  be  a  sudden  giving  way  at  the  knee.  When  he  walks  he  scarcely 
lifts  his  feet  from  the  ground,  but  drags  them  after  him  in  a  lielpless 
manner.  With  the  paralysis  tliere  may  be  a  certain  ninount  of  rigidity, 
or  tonic  spasms,  affecting  tlie  muscles,  so  that  there  are  occasionally  spastic 
contractions,  wliich  last  for  some  little  time.  Epileptiform  convulsions  may 
occur  during  the  disease,  as  well  as  attacks  of  mania,  which  are  quite  vio- 
lent. Wlien  the  softening  is  secondary,  and  follows  an  attack  of  embolism, 
thrombosis,  or  cerebral  hemorrhage,  the  initial  symptoms  make  their  ap- 
pearance in  from  one  to  two  weeks  after  the  occurrence  of  the  hemiplegia. 
The  troubles  of  intelligence  are  those  which  first  attract  our  attention,  and 
are  generally  connected  with  high  temperature  and  severe  headache.  The 
patient  may  become  delirious  ;  he  indulges  in  delusions,  and  grows  ab- 
normally sensitive ;  or,  on  tlie  other  hand,  he  is  drowsy,  stupid,  and 
melancholic ;  and  after  this  may  follow  paralytic  contractures,  clonic 
spasms,  convulsions  resembling  epilepsy,  or  fibrillary  contractions  ;  and  he 
may  finally  become  comatose.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  the  patient  to  in- 
voluntarily pass  his  feces  and  urine.  With  the  formation  of  cysts  or  ab- 
scesses, which  constitute  a  late  result  of  cerebral  softening,  convulsions  ol' 
an  epileptoid  character  may  make  their  appearance  ;  or,  should  the  con- 
dition be  acute,  and  result  from  otitis,  as  is  the  case  in  cerebritis,  these, 
as  well  as  other  symptoms,  may  be  among  the  first  to  develop.  Affections 
of  speech  are  quite  symptomatic  of  softening,  because  in  so  many  of  the 
cases  the  middle  cerebral  artery  is  that  obstructed  or  destroyed.  The 
hemiplegia,  which  may  occur,  is  unattended  by  any  loss  of  consciousness, 
and  electro-muscular  contractility  is  generally  perfect  or  even  exaggerated. 
The  following  may  be  presented  as  an  illustrative  case  : — 

J.  A.,  aged  4.5.  The  patient  m\is  brought  to  me  by  his  wife  during  the 
summer  of  1872.  Four  years  before,  wliile  actively  engaged  in  business 
which  demanded  the  most  devoted  attention,  and  required  a  great  deal  of 
intellectual  labor,  he  began  to  suffer  from  headaches  limited  to  the  frontal 
region.  These  were  so  severe  tliat  wliile  engaged  in  his  office  he  was 
obliged  to  bind  a  wet  towel  about  his  head.  He  suffered  very  greatly 
from  insomnia,  and  found  it  impossible  to  sleep  uidess  he  took  large  doses 
of  opium.  He  very  often  awoke  in  the  night,  and  went  upon  tiie  house- 
top or  out  into  the  street,  wandering  about  the  city  until  morning.  He 
became  very  moody,  treated  bis  wife  with  indifference,  and  scolded  his 
cliildren  witliout  cause.  He  could  not  talk  for  five  minutes  at  a  time 
without  rising  and  pacing  furiously  about  the  room,  Avliih^  he  seemed  to 
be  annoyed  by  the  slightest  noises  about  tlie  house.  The  trickling  of 
water  from  the  pipe  over  tlie  water-closet  tank,  which  was  next  to  iiis 
bedroom,  so  annoyed  him  that,  in  a  fit  of  impatience  and  ungovernable 
irritability,  lie  wanted  to  send  for  tlie  plumber  in  the  middle  of  the 
night.     His  wife  persuaded  him  to  consult  a  homueopatliic  physician,  by 
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whom  he  was  treated  for  nearly  a  year,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
went  abroad.  He  liad  meanwhile  grown  much  worse,  his  mental  state 
was  mucli  more  aggravated,  and  his  headaches,  though  not  so  severe, 
were  still  constantly  present.  He  complained  of  formication  of  the  soles 
of  the  feet,  and  his  walk  was  markedly  affected,  both  feet  being  scarcely 
lifted  from  the  ground,  and  he  dragged  one  after  the  other  when  he 
walked.  He  lost  rapidly  in  flesh,  and  though  the  sea-voyage  did  him  some 
good,  he  relapsed  into  his  previous  state  after  he  reached  pjurope.  While  in 
Switzerland  he  had  an  epileptiform  attack,  and  after  recovery  found  that  his 
right  side  was  paralyzed.  His  speech  was  affected,  and  from  what  I  can  learn 
he  must  have  been  aphasic.  The  paralysis  improved  in  a  short  time,  and, 
strange  to  say,  his  mental  condition  also  underwent  a  change  for  the  better. 
After  a  few  months  he  returned  to  New  York,  when  I  saw  him. 

He  was  then  in  an  almost  helpless  condition,  and  needed  the  assistance 
of  a  cane  and  his  nurse's  arm  to  make  any  progress.  He  was  bent  over, 
and  his  chin  was  depressed,  so  that  it  almost  touched  the  chest.  The 
mouth  was  open,  and  the  lower  lip  drooped  slightly ;  wliile  from  the  cor- 
ners of  the  mouth  there  was  an  escape  of  saliva  which  trickled  down  over 
his  chin.  His  face  bore  a  very  vacant  look,  and  wdien  he  attempted  to 
speak  it  was  clouded  by  an  anxious  and  discontented  expression,  which 
arose  probably  from  the  vexation  he  felt  at  being  unable  to  speak.  Pho- 
nation  was  not  affected,  but  word  formation  seemed  entirely  lost,  so  that 
his  attempts  to  speak  consisted  in  the  production  of  disorderly  noises,  the 
tongue  being  used  extensively,  the  lips  not  participating.  He  could  not 
protrude  his  tongue  when  told  to  do  so.  His  right  pupil  was  larger  than 
the  left.  His  right  side  was  partially  hemiplegic,  and  his  wife  stated 
that  the  loss  of  power  was  greater  at  times  than  at  others.  The  right  fore- 
arm was  slightly  flexed  upon  the  arm,  and  the  fingers  seemed  rigid.  His 
control  over  the  bladder  was  partially  lost,  and  very  often  he  would  void 
his  urine  while  upon  the  street,  or  at  night.  There  is  a  history  of  trem- 
bling which  affects  the  right  arm  and  leg.  This  occurs  during  quiescence, 
and  seems  to  have  no  connection  with  voluntary  movements.  His  appe- 
tite is  voracious,  but  there  appears  to  be  some  difficulty  in  swallowing,  so 
that  it  is  found  necessary  to  cut  up  his  food.  About  two  weeks  ago  he  had 
a  slight  epileptoid  attack.  During  warm  days  he  seems  disposed  to  sleep 
a  great  deal ;  but  when  excited  by  the  presence  of  disagreeable  people,  or 
thwarted  or  crossed,  he  becomes  extremely  violent,  and  even  dangerous. 
I  saw  him  but  once,  and  I  believe  he  was  afterwards  sent  to  an  asylum. 

Causes  First  and  foremost  are  primary  forms  of  disease,  which  either 

produce  occlusion  of  an  artery,  or  irritation  from  a  blood-clot  or  tumor. 
Vascular  degeneration,  which  may  result  from  general  disease,  or  renal 
trouble,  acts  as  a  predisposing  cause  in  the  development  of  cerebral  soften- 
ing. Intellectual  fatigue,  sexual  excitement,  alcoholic  intoxication,  head 
injuries,  and  local  disease  act  as  exciting  causes.  Exposure  to  cold  has 
been  given  as  a  cause  of  cerebral  softening,  and  exposure  to  the  direct  rays 
of  the  sun  may  induce  the  condition.  Bamberger^  has  observed  it  as  a 
consequence  of  typhus  and  acute  articular  rheumatism  ;  and  Jaccoud'  con- 

•  Beobachtungen  und  Bernerkungen  Uber  Hu-nkrankheiten  (AVurzburg  Vcr- 
handlungcn,  1850). 

*  Pathologic  Interne,  tom.  i.  p.  177. 
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aiders  that  it  may  be  produced  by  sypliilis  in  two  different  ways,  either  by 
H  gummy  tumor,  whicli  gives  rise  to  irritation  of  the  tissue  in  tlie  neigh- 
borliood,  or  by  infiltration. 

Cerebral  softening  is  more  common  among  people  of  advanced  life  as  an 
idiopathic  affection,  and  unless  it  follows  embolism  injuries,  or  like  causes, 
is  quite  rare  in  early  life,  Andral  having  found  only  39  cases  out  of  153 
in  persons  under  40.  Jaccoud  is  of  the  opinion,  which  others  hold,  tluit 
males  arc  more  commonly  affected  than  females.  Season  has  nothing  to 
do  with  its  development. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology — There  has  been  great  dif- 
ference of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  pathology  of  brain  softening.  Those 
who  described  it  in  the  early  part  of  the  century  considered  it  to  be  an  in- 
flammatory affection,  while  Rostan,'  who  reported  many  cases,  recognized 
a  non-inflammatory  form  which  he  had  met  with  among  old  people  with 
rigid  arteries.  As  Russell  Reynolds^  very  properly  observes,  "  much  con- 
fusion has  arisen  from  a  tendency  to  misinterpret  morbid  anatomical  ap- 
pearances, without  paying  sufficient  attention  to  their  mode  of  origin." 
Cruveilhier^  considered  two  forms,  one  of  which  was  apoplectic,  or  "  apo- 
plexie  capillaire,"  which  he  did  not  consider  inflammatory  ;  and,  later, 
Andral*  announced  his  disbelief  in  the  necessarily  inflammatory  origin  of 
the  disease,  and  considered  it  due  to  occluded  arteries  and  insufficient 
nutrition.  Among  the  powerful  advocates  of  the  inflammation  theory  are 
Durand-FardeP  and  Gluge,®  while  upon  the  other  side  may  be  mentioned 
such  additional  names  as  Kirkes,'  Laborde,^  Hughlings  Jackson,'  and 
many  others.  It  may  be  said,  I  think,  that  softening  of  the  brain  is  nearly 
always  of  an  inflammatory  character  when  it  follows  head  injury  and  dis- 
eases of  the  cranial  bone,  while  the  majority  of  cases,  which  are  secondary 
to  occlusion  of  vessels,  are  dependent  upon  general  disease  of  a  non-inflam- 
matory nature. 

If  the  disease  be  primary,  Jaccoud  considers  that  the  lesion  will  be  of 
the  first  form,  that  is,  at  a  single  point ;  but  that  when  the  softening  follows 
typhus  fever,  puerperal,  and  other  general  diseases,  the  foyers  will  be  mul- 
tiple. If  the  softening  results  from  embolism  or  thrombosis,  or,  in  fact, 
from  any  other  condition  producing  obstruction  of  the  circulation,  there 
will  first  be  a  congestion  with  exudation  of  serum,  hypertemia  of  the  vessels, 
and  perhaps  capillary  hemorrhage,  which  is  attended  by  coloration  of  the 
parts  in  tlie  neighborliood,  so  that  they  become  of  a  bright  pink  or  red 
color,  and  are  limited  by  other  regions,  which  arc  anttmic  and  blanched, 
and  a  condition  which  has  been  called  "  red  softening"  exists.  If  this 
morbid  process  takes  place  in  the  grpy  matter,  tlie  hemorrhagic  spot  will 
be  of  a  much  darker  color,  and  much  more  sharply  circumscribed.  The 

'  Rccherchcs  sur  le  Ramollissement  du  Ccrveau,  1820. 

'  System  of  Medicine,  vol.  ii.  p.  461.       •''  Etude  do  la  M6d.,  etc.,  1821. 

'  Precis  d'Anatomie  Path.,  1829.  s  Trait6  du  Ramollissement,  1843. 

«  Comptcs  Rendus,  1837.  7  Qp.  cit.,  vol.  x.xxv.  p.  821. 

*  Le  Ram.  ct  la  Cong,  (hi  Cc^rvcau.  Paris,  1859. 

»  Op.  cit. 
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next  clijingc  takes  yV.ma  M'illiiii  a  week  or  two,  wlien  the  color  of  llie  lesion 
becomes  much  more  pule,  iiiul  tlie  exLuliit-ioii  {jraiiukr  ;  fatty  degeneration 
takes  place,  the  softened  spot  becomes  extended,  the  neui-oglia-cells,  nerve- 
fibres,  and  nerve-cells  become  disintegrated,  the  axis  cylinders  disappear, 


Fig.  16. 

DlAQRAMMATIO. 


Tissue  CnANOES  in  Softbnino.    A.  Vessel.    B,  B,  C.  Nerve-tubes.    B.  Gluge's  corpuscles. 

E.  Swollen  nerve-tubo. 

and  the  bloodvessels  alone  may  be  distinguished,  and  even  they  are  greatly 
disorganized.  At  this  stage  tlie  softened  spot  becomes  much  paler,  is 
creamy  in  consistence,  and  contains  stringy  flakes  of  a  fibrinous  nature. 
It  is  extremely  rare  for  resolution  to  take  place  even  in  the  earliest  stage. 
A  form  of  softening,  alluded  to  by  Jaccoud,  Durand-Fardel,  and  others, 
consists  in  the  formation  of  yellow  plates,  chiefly  in  the  convolutions 
(plaques  jaunes)  which  are  the  result  of  a  partial  metamorjiliosis  of  the 
softened  patches.  Thei-e  may  be  also  a  retrograde  change,  as  is  witnessed 
in  the  formation  of  cysts,  which  are  filled  by  a  chalky  fluid  containing  fat 
globules.  There  is  always  present  a  variety  of  cells  known  as  Gluge's 
globules,  which  are  composed  of  collections  of  small  granular  bodies,  some- 
times surrounded  by  a  cell  wall,  and  these  are  produced  by  the  degenera- 
tion of  neuroglia-cells,  the  debris  of  which  are  aggregated  as  masses  of  fatty 
granules.  These  little  bodies,  which  rarely  exceed  g^^-  of  an  inch  in 
diameter,  have  been  found  by  Eeynolds,  Turck,  and  Bouchard  in  the  cord, 
where  their  form  of  origin  is  the  same. 

The  various  colors  may  be  seen  in  the  brain  at  the  same  time,  patches 
of  red,  brown,  yellow,  or  Avhite  denoting  different  stages  of  the  morbid 
process.  The  lighter  shades  generally  indicate  advanced  stages,  such 
being  the  opinion  of  Durand-Fardel.  Ciiarcot  and  various  observers  have 
found  forms  of  white  softening  in  old  people ;  and  others,  among  them 
Cotard,  Prevost,  Bastian,  and  Reynolds,  have  seen  cases  of  the  same  kind. 
It  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  the  condition  of  degeneration  was  not 
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preceded  by  some  exudation  of  blood-eliMncnls,  and,  if  it  was  not,  wlietlier 
tlie  condition  had  not  been  confounded  with  sclerosis.  Softened  patches 
may  be  in  the  second  stage  removed  by  allowing  a  stream  of  water  to  fall 
upon  the  cut  smface,  and  when  the  disorganized  tissue  is  washed  away  a 
depression  is  left.  If  the  cut  be  made  througli  a  brain  whicli  ])resents  the 
appearance  of  red  softening,  the  affected  patch  will  be  found  to  stand 
sliglitly  above  the  normal  tissue,  and  this  is  probably  due  to  a  hyperaimia 
of  the  capillaries  of  the  part.  This  fulness  of  the  capillaries  is  undoubtedly 
due  to  collateral  circidation  of  blood  through  the  vessels  contiguous  to  that 
obliterated,  the  normal  functions  being  increased  through  double  duty 
imposed  upon  them.  This  is  the  view  held  by  Weber,'  as  well  as  by  Prdvost 
and  Cotard.' 

If  the  yellow  appearance  of  the  softened  patches  be  not  due  to  altered 
coloring  matter  of  the  blood  such  as  we  find  in  the  early  stages,  it  may  be 
found  later  in  connection  with  gelatinous  circumscribed  masses  scattered 
through  the  brain  or  about  old  clots  or  tumors. 

The  parts  most  liable  to  this  change  are  the  corpora  striata,  optic  thalami, 
white  substance  of  the  hemispheres,  and  sometimes  the  cerebellum ;  or 
there  may  be  multiple  foyers  scattered  through  different  parts  of  the 
brain. 

Durand-FardeP  has  collected  sixty-two  cases  from  the  writings  of  other 
authors,  in  which  the  locality  of  the  softening  was  the  following :  


Convolutions  and  white  substance        .       .       .       .       .  .22 

Convolutions  alone      .........  6 

White  substance  alone         ........  5 

Corpus  striatum  and  optic  thalamus      .        .        .        .     '  .  .6 

Corpus  striatum  alone  .        .        .        .        .        .        .  .11 

Optic  thalamus  alone    .........  4 

Pons  Varolii  3 
Crus  cerebri  1 
Corpus  callosum  1 
Walls  of  the  ventricles  (septum)         ......  1 

Fornix 

Cerebellum  .......  i 


Diagnosis — In  an  excellent  lecture  delivered  by  Hughlings  Jackson," 
he  .says  :  "  I  do  not  see  how  the  diagnosis  that  there  is  actual  softening  of  the 
brain  is  in  any  case  to  be  possibly  arrived  at,  U7iless  the  patient  has  certain 
local  paralytic  symptoms,  as  hemiplegia,  or  sotne  other  symptoms  imply- 
ing a  local  cerebral  lesion,  such  as  affection  of  speech  ;  or,  again,  unless 
there  be  signs  of  cerebral  tumor  (severe  headache,  urgent  vomiting,  and 
double  optic  neuritis)  or  evidence  of  injury  to  the  head.  For,  so  far  as  I 
know,  cerebral  softening  is  always  local ;  I  know  nothing  of  general  or 
universal  softening  of  the  brain.    To  be  warranted  in  diagnosing  soften- 


'  Handbuch  dor  Allgcm.  und  Spec.  Chirur.,  1865. 
2  Gaz.  M6d.  de  Paris,  Mai  19,  18G6,  p.  336. 

^  Op.  cit.  4  London  Lancet,  Sept.  4,  1875 
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ing,  you  must  liave  sym])toms  wliicli  point  to  local  disease.  I  do  not  say 
that  local  cerebral  softening  cannot  exist  without  localizing  symptoms.  I 
only  say  that  in  their  absence  you  are  not  warranted  in  diagnosing  its 
existence."  Tiiis  remark  is  made  in  connection  witli  tiie  lecturer's  disbe- 
lief in  various  forms  of  functional  disease  whicii  are  so  often  improperly 
called  "  softening,"  and  in  which  a  few  functional  symptoms  whicli  disap- 
pear under  appropriate  treatment  are  vested  by  the  careless  or  unscrupu- 
lous practitioner  witli  an  importance  tliey  do  not  desei've.  Tiiese  symptoms 
are  those  which  follow  depraved  states  dependent  upon  venereal  excesses, 
fright,  and  other  causes  which  lower  the  tone  of  the  nervous  system. 
Jackson's  wai'ning  is  a  pertinent  one. 

If  we  have  hemiplegia,  some  renal  or  cardiac  disease,  and  valvular  de- 
posits, with  murmurs,  our  suspicions  of  softening  generally  turn  out  to  be 
well  founded.  The  history  of  the  antecedent  attack,  should  it  be  throm- 
bosis, embolism,  or  cerebral  hemorrhage,  has  much  to  do  with  tlie  making 
of  a  correct  diagnosis.  As  I  have  said,  hemiplegia,  unattended  by  loss  of 
consciousness  at  the  outset,  is  a  diagnostic  point  in  favor  of  softening,  and 
suggests  embolism,  and  if  the  train  of  symptoms  given  on  a  previous  page 
is  afterwards  expressed,  there  can  be  little  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
disease.  A  point  insisted  upon  by  Jackson  is  that  the  general  mental 
symptoms  of  softening  are  either  expressed  before  the  softening,  or  follow 
it.  lie  denies  that  general  mental  symptoms  (wandering,  delusions,  etc.) 
are  directly  caused  by  the  softening,  but  that  special  mental  symptoms 
(affection  of  speech)  are.  The  general  mental  symptoms  follow  a  few 
hours  or  days  after  the  local  softening.  The  ^'■preceding  mental  symp- 
toms "  are  irritability  and  altered  disposition. 

Chronic  meningitis  may  resemble  cerebral  softening,  but  in  the  former 
the  pain  is  more  diffused,  and  the  motorial  phenomena  (spasms,  etc.)  are 
more  pronounced.  Softening  with  tumor  may  be  made  out  from  the  addi- 
tional presence  of  optic  neuritis,  choked  disk,  and  vomiting.  Some  forms 
of  progressive  meningitis,  such  as  pachymeningitis  with  cerebral  hematoma 
{vide  the  case  detailed  in  the  chapter  upon  pachymeningitis),  may  closely 
simulate  cerebral  softening,  and  very  often  the  diagnosis  is  exceedingly 
difficult,  or  may  be  impossible.  The  symptoms  of  hemorrhage  from  rup- 
ture of  a  meningeal  vessel,  such  as  occurs  in  the  course  of  these  chronic 
varieties  of  meningitis,  may  closely  counterfeit  the  apoplectic  attack  which 
occurs  so  often  in  cerebral  softening. 

Prognosis  Cerebral  softening  is  one  of  the  most  unfavorable  con- 
ditions with  which  we  are  acquainted.  Death  follows  the  establishment 
of  the  morbid  condition  sooner  or  later  in  nearly  all  cases  occurring  in 
adult  life.  An  occasional  case  of  recovery  may  be  encountered  in  a  young 
subject,  but  this  is  exceptional.  Of  109  cases  of  both  forms  of  cerebritis 
collected  by  Aitkin,'  he  found  that  the  duration  of  life  in  cases  of  this 
disease  was  the  following,  which  also  proves  tliat  there  are  more  cases  of 
the  acute  than  the  chronic  form  of  the  disease. 


'  The  Science  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  vol.  ii.  p.  304. 
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The  greater  number  of  these  patients  died,  it  will  be  seen,  before  the 
twelfth  day. 

The  experience  of  other  observers  is  slightly  diiferent  from  this,  as  many- 
persons  with  secondary  softening  have  been  found  to  live  for  years  after 
the  commencement  of  the  softening.  These  cases  being  all  fatal  we  have 
to  remember  as  well  that  there  are  many  instances  in  which  the  abscess 
becomes  encysted,  or  the  non-inflammatoiy  softening  circumscribed. 

Treatment  Our  efforts  should  be  to  improve,  as  rapidly  and  fully 

as  possible,  the  patient's  general  condition.  For  this  purpose  we  must 
not  only  prescribe  for  him  a  hearty  hydrocarbonaceous  diet,  but  we  are  to 
insist  upon  cold  bathing,  out-door  exercise,  and  moderate  stimulation. 
As  medicaments,  I  am  positive  that  there  is  no  better  remedy  than  phos- 
phorus, which  may  be  given  in  combination  with  cod-liver  oil,  or  in  solu- 
tion in  absolute  alcohol  (FF.  37,  24,  25,  26).  Tlie  bromides  may  be 
given  in  combination  with  lupulin  (F.  38),  if  there  be  headache  or  de- 
lirium; or  cannabis  indica,  as  recommended  by  Reynolds  (F.  39).  If 
the  bowels  be  sluggish,  a  free  use  of  the  saline  cathartics  is  of  great  bene- 
fit; and  to  relieve  the  head  symptoms,  leeching  may  do  much  good.  In 
the  chronic  form  tonics  are  indicated,  and  for  this  purpose  I  prefer  the 
ammonio-citrate  of  iron  (F.  40).  I  am  not  in  favor  of  strychnine,  and 
should  hesitate  to  use  it  if  the  case  were  at  all  acute. 


ASEMASIA'  (APHASIA). 

Synonyms — Aphemia,  Alalia,  Laloplegia,  Paralalie,  Agraphia. 
Definition — We  may  define  asynesis,  or  aphasia  (which  is  derived 


'  It  has  occun-ed  to  me  that  the  word  "aphasia,"  as  at  present  used,  has  too 
restricted  a  meaning  to  express  tiic  various  forms  of  trouble  of  tliis  nature,  which 
not  only  consist  of  speecli  delects,  but  loss  of  gesticulating  power,  singing,  read- 
ing, writing,  and  other  functions  by  which  tlie  individual  is  enabled  to  put  him- 
self m  communication  with  iiis  fellows.  I  would,  therefore,  suggest  "asem.isia" 
as  a  substitute  for  "aphasia."  The  word  is  derived  from  d  and  orifx^v^  (an 
inability  to  indicate  by  signs  or  lanrrua<re"). 
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from  the  Greek  a,  priv.,  and  rpdan^  speech)  us  a  partial  or  coiiijihite  loss 
of  speech,  which  does  not  de[)en(l  upon  any  vocal  or  lingual  inipuii-ment 
of  function,  but  u[)on  disease  of  the  speech-centre,  whereby  the  origina- 
tion of  forms  of  expression  is  suspended  or  deranged  to  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  or  a  kindred  loss  of  writing  or  gesticulating  power.  Aphasia 
must  not  be  confounded  with  aphonia,  or  with  the  condition  met  witii  in 
idiots  or  mutes.  The  disease  we  are  about  to  consider  is  seated,  as  it  is 
generally  conceded,  in  the  third  frontal  convolution,  and  is  ciiaracterized 
by  the  disruption  of  the  connection  between  the  formation  of  ideas  and 
their  expression  by  the  lingual  apparatus ;  or,  as  Broca  has  expressed  it : 
"Lc  mot  aphasie  sert  aujourd'liui  a  designer  la  perte  ou  la  perversion  de 
la  faculte  du  langage;  en  generale  c'est  de  cette  faculty  que  nous  permet 
d'etablir  une  relation  constante  entre  une  id^e  et  un  signe,  que  ce  signe 
Boit  un  mot,  un  geste,  ou  un  trace  quelconque."  This  loss  of  function  varies 
from  temporary  trouble,  such  as  the  substitution  of  an  occasional  wrong 
word,  to  a  condition  of  decided  intellectual  abasement.  It  will  be  well, 
before  discussing  the  subject  further,  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  the 
history  of  this  interesting  disease.  Our  first  information  comes  from  very 
early  writers,  among  whom  were  Sextus  Empiricus,'  who  lived  two  hun- 
dred years  before  Clirist,  and  Pliny.  Trousseau  (p.  253)  quotes  the  latter: 
"Illness,  falls,  a  mere  fright,  impair  it  (memory)  partially,  or  destroy  it 
completely.  A  man  struck  by  a  stone  forgot  the  letters  of  the  alphabet," 
etc.  Later,  Sauvage,^  CuUen,^  and  the  two  Franks*  wrote  most  ex- 
haustively during  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  but  all  of 
■these  authors  devoted  more  attention  to  mutism,  aphonia,  and  like  condi- 
tions, than  to  aphasia.  In  1840,  Lordat,^  who,  strange  to  say,  became 
aphasie  himself,  described  the  disease  under  the  name  of  alalia,  a  tei-m 
used  by  Jaccoud  at  the  present  day.  Though  Gall,^  as  early  as  1808, 
localized  the  speech-centre  above  the  orbits,  it  was  not  till  1825  that  its 
pathology  and  morbid  anatomy  were  clearly  settled  by  Bouillaud,'  who, 
working  upon  Gall's  theory,  enunciated  the  doctrine  that  "the  anterior 
lobes  of  the  brain  are  the  organs  for  the  formation  and  recollection  of 
.words,  or  the  principal  signs  which  represent  our  ideas." 

Afterwards,  Bouilland's  views  were  nevertheless  opposed  by  Andral,*  Cru- 
veilhier,^  and  others,  to  whom  I  shall  hereafter  allude.  Experiments  made 
by  Marce  in  1856,  and  by  others,  confirmed  all  that  Bouillaud  had  stated. 


1  Translated  by  liuart,  Amsterdam,  1725,  p.  93. 

2  Nosologia  Meth.,  Paris,  1722,  t.  ii.,  class  6,  p.  249. 
»  Synopsis  Nosologiaj  Meth.,  edited  by  Frank,  1787. 

"  De  Curandis  Horn.,  Mannheim  et  Vienna,  1792-1821. 

5  Analyse  dc  la  parole  pour  servir  i  la  thdorlc  du  divers  cas  d'alalie  et  de  para- 
lalie,  etc.,  MontpnUier,  1843. 

s  Sur  les  Fonctions  du  Ccrveau,  Paris,  1825,  t.  v. 

7  Treatise  on  Encephalitis,  p.  284. 

8  Maladies  dc  l'Enc6phale  (Clin.  M6d.,  1834,  t.  ii.). 

^  Sur  lc  principc  I6gislateur  do  la  par  oie  (Bull,  de  1' Academic,  1839). 
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The  next  step  was  taken  hy  Miin;  Dax'  in  ISSG,  and  hy  Iiis  son,  who  con- 
firmed his  observations  in  18()3.  It  was  the  yonnj^er  Dax  wlio  deuion- 
strated  that  aphasia  was  connected  with  right-sided  i)aralysis.='  Broca' 
next  limited  the  spot  to  the  second  or  third  frontal  convolution.  Since 
then  Ilugldings  Jackson,*  Jaccond,»  Tronssean,«  Dicuhdby,''  Gainbuir,* 
and  many  otiiers  have  added  much  to  the  interest  of  the  subject.  Tliere 
has  been  considerable  discussion  as  to  the  proper  name  for  the  affection, 
Lordat,  to  whom  1  have  already  alluded,  preferred  the  term  ^'alalia,'" 
and  others,  among  them  Broca,  denominated  the  condition  ^^aphemta." 
The  word  is  still  used  by  some  writers;  but  the  word  aphasia"  has 
come  into  general  use,  and  is  generally  conceded  to  be  much  more  expres- 
sive and  proper  than  any  other. 

Jaccond,  who  has  ratlier  added  to  the  confusing  nomenclature,  presents 
a  table,  which  embodies  nothing  new,  and,  if  anything,  incresises  tlie  in- 
definiteness  of  our  knowledge  of  the  disease.  Aphasia,  or  asemasia,  is 
most  protean,  as  it  may  involve  the  power  of  reading  aloud,  speaking, 
writing,  and  gesticulating,  in  part  or  together,  in  a  number  of  curious 
ways.    Let  us  then  consider  the  phenomena  which  mark  its  existence. 

Speech. — The  vocabulary  of  the  ajjhasic  patient  is  generally  of  the  most 
limited  kind,  and  in  the  beginning,  should  the  condition  follow  a  cerebral 
accident  of  any  magnitude,  his  power  of  speech  is  totally  absent.  After  a 
while  he  maybe  able  to  command  one  or  two  short  phrases,  or  such  words 
as  "yes"  or  "no"  in  reply  to  every  question  that  may  be  asked.  These 
words,  or  such  as  have  become  automatic  from  constant  use,  are  employed, 
and  it  is  very  curious  sometimes  to  hear  the  patient  give  utterance  to  some 
phrase  which,  during  health,  he  has  constantly  and  sometimes  uncon- 
sciously made  use  of.  In  other  instances  several  words  may  be  joined 
together  in  an  incongruous  manner ;  for  example,  it  Avas  observed,  in  a 
case  I  detailed  when  speaking  of  cerebral  thrombosis,  that  tiie  patient  replied 
"  When  Benny"  to  the  question  "  where  do  you  live?"'  Durand-Fardel 

'  Lesions  de  la  moiti6  gcauche  dc  I'eiic6phale  coincidant  avec  I'oubll  des  signes 
de  la  pen.s6e.  M6m.  lu  an  Congi-fes  M6dicale  dc  Montpcllier,  1836— Gaz.  lleb. 
Avril,  1865. 

2  Sur  le  sihge  de  la  facuh6  du  langage,  etc.  (Bull,  de  la  See.  Anat.,  2c  S6rie, 
t.  iv.  1861). 

"  Gaz.  Heb.,~ April  28,  186,5. 

•*  Rep.  London  Hospital,  vol.  i.  1864,  p.  388. 

5  Gaz.  Heb.,  July  and  Aug.  1864. 

«  Clin.  M6d.  de  I'HStel  Dieu,  t.  ii.  p.  571. 

'  Gaz.  des  HGp.,  June,  1865. 

«  Arch,  de  M6d.,  t.  ii.  pp.  189-314,  1869.  The  reader  is  rofcMTod  to  the  ad- 
mirable thesis  of  L6groux,  Paris,  1875  (A.  Delahaye),  for  a  most  complete  bib- 
liography of  the  subject. 

»  Numerous  interesting  cases  are  reported.  One  described  bv  Osborn*  is  illus- 
trative of  a  form  which  is  sometimes  met  with.  The  patient  comprehen.lcd  written 
language,  and  expressed  himself  in  writing,  only  occasionally  transposing  words. 

*  Forbes  Winslow,  Obscure  Diseases  of  the  Mind.  p.  34:3. 
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filhules  to  ii  piitient  who  always  guve  tlie  followiiifr  absurd  answer: 
"  Madame  6t6,  mon  Dieu,  est-il  possible,  bon  join-,  niadame."  J.egroux' 
remarks  in  regard  to  these  forms:  "  It  is  to  be  siii)posed  in  these*^ cases 
tliat  the  patients  speak  without  hearing  what  they  say,  or  that  their  audi- 
tory reoeptivity  is  unable  to  reveal  tiie  imperfection  of  their  speecii." 
Occasionally,  however,  the  aphasic  is  conscious  of  the  absurdity  of  his 
reply ;  he  will  laugh  in  a  silly  manner,  or  appear  annoyed  or  worried,  for, 
in  a  majority  of  cases,  there  is  perfect  mental  integrity,  and  the  position 
of  the  patient  is  very  like  that  of  a  man  driving  a  runaway  horse.    It  has 
often  reminded  me  of  a  condition  which  I  have  more  than  once  expe- 
rienced myself,  and  which  is  by  no  means  uncommon.     I  allude  to 
the  state  of  the  mind  during  nightmare.    When  the  individual  is  about 
to  awake  he  is  semi-conscious  of  tlie  unsubstantial  character  of  the  im- 
pending danger  of  the  dream,  but  cannot  save  himself  and  cannot  awake. 
During  the  nightmare  a  patient  may  actually  spring  from  the  bed,  or 
make  some  other  voluntary  attempt  to  escape.    Lordat,  avIio  was  aphasic, 
gave,  after  his  recovery,  an  account  of  the  inward  sensations  which  he  felt 
during  his  illness,  and  which  perfectly  indicate  the  part  played  by  memory. 
He  could  think,  he  could  coordinate  a  lecture,  or  change  its  arrangement 
in  his  own  mind,  but  he  Avas  unable,  although  he  was  not  paralyzed,  to 
express  his  thoughts  in  speaking  or  writing.    "  I  thought,"  said  he,  "of 
the  Christian  doxology,  '  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,'  and  I  was  not  able  to  recollect  a  single  word  of  it.  Thoughts 
seemed  to  arise  freely,  but  the  mode  of  expressing  them  in  sounds,  the 
receptacle  of  these  thoughts,  was  forgotten.'"'   The  words  which  are  gene- 
rally lost,  and  are  the  latest  to  be  acquired,  are  the  pronouns  and  substan- 
tives, while  those  which  the  individual  retains  the  power  of  articulating 
more  than  any  other  are  the  interjections,  such  as  "  Oh  !"  "oh,  dear!"  "ah, 
yes  !"   It  is  not  rare  for  patients  to  exhibit  two  other  peculiarities ;  one  is 
a  substitution  of  other  words  for  those  intended,  the  second  is  a  conjunc- 
tion of  incongruous  syllables  ;  for  instance,  a  patient  may  say  "  bel-eb" 
for  "  belief,"  or,  as  in  the  case  reported  by  Trousseau,  "  bon-tif"  was  sub- 
stituted for  "  bonsoir."    Some  persons  are  able  to  repeat  words  which  are 
first  pronounced  for  them  by  another,  but  are  unable  a  minute  afterwards 


He  could  translate  fluently,  and  was  able  to  calculate  arithmetical  sums.  He 
could  not  pronounce  the  letters  "A',  q,  u,  v,  to,  x,  and  z,"  and  the  letter  "  i" 
seemed  to  puzzle  him.  Dr.  Osborn  requested  him  to  read  the  following  sentence 
from  the  By-Laws  of  the  College  of  Pliysicians  :  "It  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the 
college  to  examine  or  not  any  licentiate  previous  to  his  admission  to  a  fellowship, 
as  they  shall  think  fit."  The  result  was  as  follows:  "An  the  bi  what  in  the 
tcmothcr  of  the  tro  tho  todoo  to  majoi'um  or  that  emidrate  ein  einkrastrai  mes- 
treit  toketra  to  torn  brcidel  to  ra  fromtreido  as  that  kckritest."  It  is  rare,  how- 
ever, for  a  patient  to  accomplish  as  much  as  this.  He  generally  becomes  ini- 
l^aticnt,  and  gives  up  the  attempt  after  half  a  dozen  imperfect  words. 
'  De  I'Aphasie,  p.  15. 

2  Trousseau's  Lectures  on  Clinical  Medicine,  vol.  ii.  p.  273,  last  Am.  edition, 
1873. 


AniASIA. 


165 


to  nrticulate  the  desired  word.  A  initieiit  of  my  own,  when  requested  to 
tell  what  it  was  he  held  in  his  hand,  coidd  not  say.  When  asked  if  it  was 
a  paper,  he  shook  his  head  ;  an  apple  ?  another  shake,  and  a  shrug  of  tlie 
shonlder ;  a  cane  ?  a  pitying  smile,  and  a  gesture  of  imjjatience  ;  a  book  ? 
a  bright  smile,  and  the  immediate  articulation  of  the  word  "book." 
"What  did  you  say  it  was  ?"  To  which  there  was  a  puzzled  look,  an 
attempt  to  speak,  and  no  answer.  Jackson  and  others  have  alluded  to 
striking  examples  of  this  defect.  Bastian'  alludes  to  a  form  in  which 
there  was  transposition  of  the  letters,  the  patient  saying  "gum"  lor 
"mug."  Patients  are  very  apt  to  substitute  words.  Thus,  when  one 
was  asked  if  he  Avanted  to  sit  down,  replied:  "Give  me  a  bottle,  I 
want  to  rise  down."  Bauduy"  alludes  to  a  case  Avhere  the  connection  was 
better  shown.  The  man  asked  for  a  "  cup  of  cotv  T  Some  aphasics, 
tliough  they  may  be  utterly  unable  to  speak,  can  sing.  Hughlings  Jack- 
son" alludes  to  two  aphasics,  boys,  one  eight  and  the  other  ten,  who  could 
sing.  Bacon  reported  the  case  of  an  idiot  boy  who  was  aphasic,  but  could 
sing  quite  cleverly.  These  cases  are  very  rare,  but  interesting  examples 
are  occasionally  brought  forward.  Behier  reports  the  case  of  a  sailor  who 
could  sing  the  Marseillaise,  using  the  word  "  tan"  throughout. 

Writing  The  aphasic  individual  who  cannot  speak  is  occasionally 

able  to  write,  but,  in  my  experience,  I  have  generally  found  the  loss  of 
these  faculties  (speech  and  writing  power)  to  coexist.  This  variety, 
which  has  been  called  agraphia  by  Ogle,  has  been  divided  by  him  into 
the  anemonemic  and  atactic  varieties.  We  may  meet  with  the  same 
peculiarities  which  attend  the  form  I  have  already  alluded  to,  viz.  :  sub- 
stitution of  words  or  letters.  The  patient  ma.y  be  able  to  write  after  a 
copy,  but  this  is  rare.  He  takes  bis  pen  and  begins  quite  confidently,  but 
as  soon  as  the  pen  touches  the  paper  he  makes  a  series  of  scrawls,  which 
rarely  bear  any  resemblance  to  the  letters  forming  the  words  he  is  required 
to  write. 

Bourneville*  relates  a  case  :  "A  woman  named  Justine  Thomas  entered 
the  hospital  La  Pitie  December  15,  1870,  and  was  assigned  to  the  service 
of  Marotte.  She  became  hemiplegic  on  the  right  side,  and  had  complete 
aphasia.  On  the  18th  of  December  the  hemiplegia  had  nearly  disap- 
peared, but  the  aphasia  persisted.  At  this  time  she  was  asked  to  write 
her  name,  and  only  succeeded  in  producing  the  appearance  presented  in  the 
accompanying  cut  (Fig.  17,  A).  At  different  times  during  the  year  sjjeci- 
mens  of  her  handwriting  were  taken,  which  showed  progi-ess  and  marked 
improvement,  the  last  attempt  being  made  in  November,  1871.  (Fig. 
17,  i?.)  This  lost  power  must  not  be  confounded  with  other  conditions 
symptomatic  of  insanity  or  sclerosis  and  the  element  of  ])aralysis,  which 
sliould  be  taken  into  account  if  there  be  any  suspicion  of  a  loss  of  muscu- 
lar power.  A  hemiplegic  may  be  unable  to  write  simply  through  muscular 
weakness  and  difficult  muscular  coordination.    Of  course  time  will  ena- 


'  Med.-Chir.  Rev.,  xliii.  p.  209.  a  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  p.  412. 
"  Lancet,  1871,  p.  430.  <  Legroux's  Thesis. 
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ble  us  to  see  whether  llie  iiiiibilily  to  write  is  due  to  tliis  esiuse,  or  is  really 
the  "  ngrnphic"  couditiou,    lieiuliug,  singing,  and  the  j  owcr  of  gesticu- 


Fi";.  17. 


A 


B 


lating  are  loit  eitlier  separat:ely  or  together.  A  person  who  cannot  speak 
is  sometimes  able  to  sing.    So,  too,  in  reading.    He  may  read  mechani- 


Firr.  18. 


Haadwriting  of  two  patieuts:  "A"  being  aif'ected  with  agraphia,  and  "B"  with  cerebro- 
spinal sclerosis.  The  first  specimen  is  intended  for  "  Possible  to  see  you  on  Tuesday."  The 
second,  "  Dieu  et  raoa  Droit." 

cally  without  appreciating  the  sense,  or  may  drop  his  words  or  substitute 
others,  and  perhajjs  is  unconscious  of  his  mistake.  He  may  be  unable  to 
read,  but  may  show  by  signs  that  he  knows  what  such  and  such  a  picture 
may  be.  Tiie  power  of  gesticulation  may  be,  and  often  is,  lost.  He  may 
make  attempts  to  describe  the  figure  of  some  object,  but  cannot  do  so. 
Trousseau  related  the  case  of  a  person  who  was  tokl  to  imitate  the  playing 
of  a  clarionet,  but  when  he  attempted  to  do  so  beat  instead  an  imaginary 
tambourine.  He  is  sometimes  able  to  count  figures  which  are  before  him, 
or  pieces  of  money  put  in  his  hand,  but  if  he  has  no  such  reminders,  and 
is  simply  told  to  count,  he  may  be  able  to  count  up  to  a  certain  number, 
and  say  ten,  and  does  so  in  a  ])cculiarly  automatic  way.  After  this,  when 
some  thought  is  required  to  make  combinations,  the  eftbrt  is  unsuccessful. 
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For  the  purpose  of  making  himself  understood  it  is  necessary  that  an 
individual  should  he  familiar  with  signs  (visual  and  auditory),  which  have 
heen  received  either  upon  the  retina  or  tympanum,  and  rejected  upon 
certain  ideational  and  receptive  centres,  where  they  are  retained  and 
serve  as  models  for  expressions  the  individual  may  wish  to  make  in  the 
future.  Tlie  mental  process  which  attends  the  formation  of  language  or  the 
communicating  faculty  hccomes  so  intricate  and  automatic  that  insensihly 
the  process  of  comparison  and  centre  stimulation  goes  on  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  person,  and  words  and  signs  are  made  upon  the  groinid- 
work  of  impressions  ])reviously  received  for  guidance  and  formation.  It 
is  only  when  disease  affects  the  particular  centre  that  the  harmony  is  lost, 
and  the  patient,  though  possessing  the  ear  and  eye  as  mentors,  is  unahle 
to  coordinate  the  mental  factors  of  intelligihle  communication.  The  fa- 
cility for  connecting  ideas  with  sounds  or  signs,  which  is  a  normal  faculty, 
is  thus  spoken  of  by  Ogle  :  "  This  faculty  of  converting  ideas  into  symbols 
is  quite  distinct  from  that  of  converting  symbols  into  ideas.  The  one  may 
be  acquired  or  lost  independently  of  the  other.  Thus,  a  child  learns  to 
interpret  the  language  of  others  before  it  can  itself  speak.  Adults,  as  a 
rule,  follow  the  same  order  in  learning  a  new  or  foreign  language.  Most 
of  us,  moreover,  know  what  it  is  to  have  the  pictured  map  of  some  familiar 
object  in  our  minds,  yet  to  be  perfectly  unable  to  call  up  its  name."  This 
defect  depends  not  upon  the  apparatus  for  the  receipt  of  impressions,  nor 
upon  the  apparatus  for  communication,  but  upon  a  loss  of  function  in  what 
has  been  called  the  "central  organ  of  articulate  speech;  and  both  the  ina- 
bility to  remember  words  and  connect  them  with  ideas,  and  the  inability 
to  compel  the  organ  of  articulation  to  form  words,  depend  upon  some 
change  at  this  point.  The  loss  of  power  to  express  ideas  is  symptomatized 
by  aphasia,  agraphia,  or  other  defects  in  the  communicating  faculty.  If 
there  be  amnesia,  the  central  disturbance  (whatever  it  is)  is  the  same, 
and  the  variation  of  lost  means  for  expression  depends  on  the  manner 
of  separation  of  organs  from  mental  control.  There  seems  to  be  little 
doubt  as  to  the  seat  of  this  centre,  and  as  to  the  circumstances  under  which 
it  is  impaired.  The  collected  cases  of  different  authors  mainly  go  to  show 
that  the  left  side  of  the  brain  is  the  seat  of  a  lesion  in  its  anterior  part,  and 
that  the  third  frontal  convolution  is  the  one  most  constantly  involved.  I 
have  already  casually  referred  to  Broca's  investigations,  and  will  now 
present  his  description,  which  has  been  modified  by  Bateman,'  of  its  anato- 
mical seat.  "  The  anterior  lobes  of  the  brain  comprehend  all  that  part  of 
the  hemisphere  situated  above  the  fissure  of  Sylvius,  which  separates  it 
from  the  temporo-sphenoidal  lobe  and  in  front  of  tiie  furrow  of  Rolando 

(R.  R.)  which  separates  it  from  the  parietal  lobe  The  direction  of 

this  furrow  is  almost  transverse  ;  setting  out  from  the  median  line,  it  con- 
tinues almost  in  a  direct  line,  and  after  describing  some  flexuosities  ter- 
minates below  and  outside  of  the  fissure  of  Sylvius,  wliich  it  meets  almost 
at  a  right  angle  behind  the  posterior  border  of  the  lobe  of  the  insula. 


'  Journal  of  Mental  Scieuec. 
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"  Tlic  anterior  lobe  of  the  bniiu  is  eom[)osed  of  two  divisions,  tlie  one 
inferior,  or  orbitul,  formed  by  the  several  convolutions  called  orbital,  whicli 
lie  on  the  roof  of  the  orbit,  and  of  whicli  I  shall  not  have  to  speak  ;  the 
other,  suiierior,  situated  under  tlie  outer  wall  of  the  frontal  bone,  and  under 

Fig.  19. 


the  most  anterior  portion  of  the  parietal.    This  superior  division  is  com- 
posed of  four  fundamental  convolutions  called,  properly  speaking,  the  fron- 
tal convolutions ;  one  is  posterior,  the  others  are  anterior.    The  posterior, 
^^ytYiJ^         F  F,  slightly  tortuous  frOTh  the  anterior  boundary  of  the  furrow  of  Rolando. 

It  is  therefore  almost  transverse,  and  ascends  from  without,  inwards,  from 
the  fissure  of  Sylvius  to  the  great  median  fissure,  which  recQives  the  falx 
cerebri  of  the  brain.  This  is  why  it  (F  F)  is  described  indifferently  under 
the  name  frontal,  posterior,  transverse,  or  ascending  convolution.  The 
other  three  convolutions  of  the  superior  division  are  very  tortuous  and  very 
complicated,  and  some  practice  is  needed  to  distinguish  them  in  all  their 
length  witliout  confounding  the  fundamental  furrows  which  sepai'ate  them 
■with  the  secondary  furrow^s  which  separate  the  second  order  folds,  and  ■which 
vary  in  different  individuals  according  to  the  degree  of  complication  ;  that 
is  to  say,  according  to  the  degree  of  development  of  the  fundamental  con- 
volutions. These  three  fundamental  convolutions,  1,2,  3,  are  antero-pos- 
terior,  and,  running  side  by  side,  extend  from  before  backward  over  the 
whole  length  of  the  frontal  lobe.  They  commtnce  on  a  level  with  the 
superciliary  arch,  whence  they  are  reflected,  to  be  continuous  with  convo- 
lutions of  the  inferior  division,  and  terminate  behind  in  the  frontal  trans- 
verse convolution,  F,  F,  which  all  the  three  enter.  They  are  called  first 
(\),  second  {2),  •M\([  third  {?>),  frontal  convolutions.  They  may  also  be 
called  internal  (1),  middle  (2),  and  external  (3)  ;  but  the  ordinary  names 
have  prevailed.  The  first  (1)  runs  along  the  great  fissure  of  the  brain; 
it  presents,  constantly,  in  the  human  species  an  anterio-jjosterior  furrow- 
more  or  less  complete,  which  divides  it  into  two  folds  of  a  second  order ;  it 
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has,  therefore,  been  divided  into  two  convohitions,  but  compnrativn  anatomy 
shows  that  these  two  folds  form  only  a  single  fundamental  convolution. 
The  second  (2)  Irontal  convolution  [jrcaents  nothing  peculiar;  not  so  with 
the  third  (3),  which  is  more  external.  The  latter  presents  a  superior  oj- 
internal  border,  adjoining  the  tortuous  ljord(!r  of  the  middle  convolution 
(2),  and  an  inferior  or  exterior  border,  the  relations  of  which  difll.n-  accord- 
ing as  they  are  examined  before  or  behind.  In  its  anterior  half  this  bor- 
der is  in  contact  with  the  external  border  of  the  most  external  orbital  con- 
volution. In  its  posterior  half,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  free  and  separated 
from  the  temporal  sphenoidal  lobe  by  the  fissure  of  Sylvius,  S,  S,  of  which 
it  forms  the  superior  border.  It  is  in  consequence  of  this  latter  relation 
that  the  third  frontal  convolution  is  sometimes  called  the  superior  margi- 
nal convolution. 

"  Let  me  add,  that  the  inferior  border  of  the  fissure  of  Sylvius  (S,  S)  is 
formed  by  the  superior  convolution  of  the  temporo-sphenoidal  lobe,  which 
is  therefore  called  the  inferior  marginal  convolution  T,  T.  It  is  an  antero- 
posterior fold,  thin,  and  almost  rectilinear,  which  is  separated  from  the 
temporo-sphenoidal  convolution  T  2,  T  2,  by  a  furrow  parallel  to  the  fis- 
sure of  Sylvius.  This  furrow  is  described  under  the  name  of  the  parallel 
fissure  (with  reference  to  the  fissure  of  Sylvius,  S,  S).  Lastly,  when  the 
two  marginal  convolutions,  superior,  3,  3,  3,  and  inferior,  T,  T,  are  drawn 
away  from  the  fissure  of  Sylvius,  S,  S,  there  appears  an  enlarged  and 
slightly  prominent  eminence,  I,  from  the  summit  of  which  five  small  sim- 
ple convolutions,  or  rather  five  straight  folds,  radiate  in  a  fan-like  manner. 
It  is  the  lobe  of  the  insula  which  covers  the  extra-ventricular  nucleus  of 
the  corpus  striatum,  and  w^iich,  arising  from  the  bottom  of  the  fissure  of 
Sylvius,  S,  S,  is  found  to  be  structurally  continuous  by  its  cortical  layer 
with  the  deepest  or  most  deeply  seated  part  of  the  two  marginal  convolu- 
tions, 3,  3,  3,  and  T,  T,  and  by  its  medullary  layer  with  the  extra-ven- 
tricular layer  of  the  corpus  striatum.  The  result  of  these  structural  rela- 
tions is,  that  a  lesion  which  propagates  itself  continuously  from  the  frontal 
lobe  to  the  temporo-sphenoidal  lobe,  or,  vice  versa,  will  pass  almost 
necessarily  by  the  lobe  of  the  insula,  and  that  from  thence  it  will  most 
probably  extend  to  the  extra-ventricular  nucleus  of  the  corpus  striatum, 
since  the  proper  substance  of  the  insula  I,  which  separates  the  nucleus 
from  the  surface  of  the  brain,  forms  only  a  very  thin  layer." 

Not  only  may  a  lesion  of  the  speech-centre  itself  produce  aphasia,  but 
in  numerous  instances  (some  of  which  have  been  referred  to  by  Jackson) 
it  may  follow  the  destruction  of  adjacent  parts,  as  a  consequence  of  some 
such  accident  as  the  plugging  up  of  the  middle  cerebral  artery.  As  a 
consequence  of  such  a  pathological  condition,  a  large  area  of  brain  sub- 
stance will  be  destroyed,  so  that  impaired  mental  function  as  well  as 
aphasia  takes  place. 

An  important  subject  in  this  connection  is  the  side  of  the  brain  which 
is  affected.  Though  exceptional  cases  have  been  reported  in  which  the 
right  cerebral  hemisphere  has  been  the  seat  of  the  lesion,  the  rule  is  the 
other  way.    In  some  instances,  even,  no  lesion  whatever  lias  been  found ; 
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or,  on  the  other  hand,  tlio  left  iintcrior  convohitions  have  been  tlic.seat  of 
morbid  change,  and  no  loss  of*  speech  has  been  occasioned.  Simpson'  has 
rehited  one  case  where  marked  destruction  of  the  left  anterior  lobe  Wfis 
observed,  and  yet  no  aphasia  existed.  This  man,  aged  (if),  wlio  had  been 
epileptic  for  ten  years,  iiaving  as  many  as  tiiree  or  four  attacks  a  month, 
died.  The  white  and  gray  matter  of  the  left  hemispiiere  were  markedly 
atrophied,  and  there  was  a  cavity  in  the  left  posterior  frontal  convolution 
1|  inches  longitudinally,  and  1^  transversely. 

The  following  case  is  interesting,  as  it  shows  that  almost  complete 
aphasia  may  exist  without  any  disease  of  the  island  of  Reil  : — 

M.  A.  B.,  aged  thirty-five  years,  mamed.  Family  and  previous  per- 
sonal history  good,  but  it  is  possible  to  trace  syphilis.  The  patient  liad  an 
apo[)lectic  attack  in  August,  1859,  with  loss  of  consciousness,  which  lasted 
for  two  hours  ;  on  recovery  it  was  found  that  she  was  unable  to  speak,  but 
there  was  slight  improvement  after  a  few  months.  Present  condition, 
July  17,  1874:  The  patient  is  a  medium-sized  woman  of  seemingly  good 
condition,  with  the  exception  of  her  nervous  trouble.  There  is  slight 
paralysis  of  the  left  side  ;  can  move  left  arm  well,  but  slowly,  and  walks 
with  a  shuffling  gait.  Tactile  sensibility,  and  sensibility  to  differences  in 
temperature,  are  decidedly  impaired  on  the  left  side,  on  which  side  there  is 
an  appreciable  amount  of  analgesia.  She  protrudes  her  tongue  in  a  straight 
line,  but  feebly.  No  loss  of  taste  or  smell.  Her  mental  condition  is  be- 
low the  average.  This  first  part  of  her  history  I  have  taken  from  the 
records  of  the  Epileptic  and  Paral3'tic  Hospital,  and  I  also  find  that  for 
some  months  she  has  been  suffering  from  sym])toms  of  phthisis.  When  I 
saw  her  on  August  10,  1875,  the  patient  was  in  advanced  phthisis;  her 
nervous  condition  Avas  the  following :  Paralysis  of  the  left  side ;  her  lel't 
hand  lies  in  her  lap,  the  thumb  being  contracted  and  flexed ;  the  flexor 
tendons  of  the  hand  are  rigidly  contracted,  so  that  at  the  wrists  they  stand 
out  like  tense  cords.  There  is  very  little  atrophy  of  the  left  upper  ex- 
tremity, but  there  is  a  certain  stiffness  about  the  elbow-joints  of  this  side. 
The  left  lower  extremity  seems  to  be  nearly  as  strong  as  its  fellow.  Motion 
at  the  hip-  and  knee-joints  is  limited.  She  can  raise  her  foot  from  the  ground 
when  sitting,  but  when  she  walks  it  is  in  a  shambling  manner,  dragging 
her  left  foot,  or  scarcely  lifting  it  from  the  ground.  There  is  some  para- 
lysis of  the  left  side  of  the  face,  and  it  is  impossible  for  her  to  protrude  her 
tongue.  Sensibility  seems  to  be  very  slightly  affected  in  the  paralyzed 
side.  She  is  almost  completely  aphasic,  her  repertoire  of  words  being  con- 
fined to  "  yes"  and  "  no,"  the  former  being  repeated  several  times  in 
answer  to  any  questions  she  may  be  asked.  AAHien  she  is  a-^ked  her  name, 
she  is  unable  to  tell  it.  "Is  it  Jane?"  she  shakes  her  head  and  smiles. 
"  Is  it  Ann  ?"  another  shake  of  the  head,  and  an  attempt  to  spe^k,  the 
only  result  being  the  production  of  an  unintelligible  noise.      Is  it  Mary?" 

when  she  brightens  up  and  says,  "  Yes,  yes,  yes ;  Ma  "  prolonged, 

and  she  generally  gives  it  up  in  disgust.  Slie  cannot  write,  but  makes  a 
disorderly  scrawl ;  althougli  we  learn  from  her  friends  that  in  health  she 
wrote  well.  She  gesticulates  a  great  deal,  and  endeavoi-s  to  attract  the 
attention  of  those  in  the  ward,  and  evidently  appreciates  everything  that 
goes  on  about  her.     Her  pupils  are  easily  dilated,  but  she  does  not  see 


1  Med.  Times  and  Gazette,  Dec.  21,  1867. 
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with  the  rl-rht  eye,  and  on  exnminntion  I  find  atropliy  of  tlie  optic  disk. 
Diirin.r  tho  wintoV  and  spring'  of  IHTo-TG,  she,  seemed  to  suffer  nnudi  from 
lier  pidmonary  trouble.  There  was  ccdema  of  the  lower  extremities,  wliicii 
increased  so  that  the  anasarca  became  general,  but  slie  was  somewhat 
relieved  by  di>?i talis  and  iron  ;  diarrhoea  sui)crvened,  and  she  hnally  died 
on  the  second  day  of  June,  187(5. 

Autopsy  The  dura  mater  was  considerably  thickened,  and  presented 

the  appearance  of  old  pachymeningitis.  There  was  no  lesion  to  be  dis- 
covered in  either  third  froiital  convolution,  but  an  old  clot  was  found  in 
tlie  right  caudate  nucleus.  This  clot  was  about  half  an  inch  in  diam(;ter, 
and  \ras  surrounded  by  some  dense  tissue.  Corlic-.il  lesions  were  present 
on  both  sides  of  the  brain,  but  of  su])cr(icial  extent,  and  confined  chiefly  to 
the  parietal  convolutions  ;  these  consisted  of  softened  iiatches  in  advanced 
stages  of  degeneration.  The  cerebral  arteries  contained  patches  of  a  yel- 
lo\vish  or  atheromatous  nature.  The  spinal  cord  was  not  examined.  Both 
lungs  were  Ibund  to  be  tubercular,  and  in  the  middle  lobe  of  the  right  there 
was^'a  large  cavity.  I  was  unable  to  find  any  tubercular  deposit  whatever 
in  the  brain  or  its  meninges.  The  left  frontal  convolutions  were  examined, 
but  no  disease  whatever  was  found. 

Hemingway  reports  the  foUowing  interesting  case  of  left-sided  paralysis 
with  aphasia.' 

Jane  R.,  a^ged  30,  widow  ;  occupation  seamstress ;  education  fair,  can 
read  and  write.  Entered  hospital  October  30,  1873.  Family  history 
good  ;  says  she  always  was  a  healthy  woman  till  i)resent  illness.  Admits 
having  had  a  sore  on  genitals  five  years  ago.  Cicatrices  are  at  present 
visible  on  forehead,  wliich  are  probably  a  result  of  tubercular  syphilides; 
says  they  came  there  five  years  ago.  Her  left  eye  shows  the  result  of  an 
old  ophthalmia,  which,  it  was  supposed,  was  of  gonorrha}al  origin.  For 
two  years  past  has  had  slight  palpitations  on  exertion.  Always  used  her 
right  hand  in  her  occupation.  Four  months  ago,  one  night  when  she  was 
going  to  bed  she  became  suddenly  speechless ;  there  was  no  paralysis 
whatever.  Next  morning,  on  attempting  to  arise,  found  her  left  arm,  leg, 
and  side  of  face  paralyzed  ;  also,  with  loss  of  sensation  in  those  parts. 
Loss  of  speech  was  complete  ;  and  hearing,  which  before  this  was  excel- 
lent, was  now  lost  in  left  ear.  Her  tongue  was  only  affected  in  sensation  ; 
she  was  not  able  to  appreciate  sweet  substances  placed  on  the  tongue ; 
sense  of  smell  also  lost.  About  one  month  after  this  attack,  i.  e.,  three 
months  ago,  improvement  began  in  speech,  face,  and  lower  extremity,  and 
has  continued  since  then.  Upper  extremity  began  to  improve  one  month 
ago.  Sphincters  have  not  been  affected.  Is  a  medium-sized  woman, 
pretty  well  nourished ;  mental  faculties  good,  with  exception  of  loss  of 
memory,  constituting  well-marked  amnesic  aphasia.  Is  unable  to  recol- 
lect many  words,  names  of  objects,  as  hat,  key,  handkerchief,  pencil,  etc.  ; 
though  she  can  readily  repeat  them  on  being  told,  she  forgets  them  imme- 
diately afterwards.  Is  unable  to  read  continuously,  omitting  words,  and 
giving  up  from  inability  to  fix  attention.  On  attempting  to  write  the 
letters  of  the  alphabet,  the  result  was  A  B  C  D  S  G  II  I ;  but  when  the 
letters  were  sei)arately  told  her,  she  wrote  them  down  easily.  Partial 
jjaralysis  remains  on  left  side  of  face  ;  cannot  close  eyelids  tigiitly.  Sen- 
sation is  lost  to  a  great  extent  in  left  side  of  face,  and  in  left  nostril.  Does 


'  Medical  Record,  Mai-ch  4,  1876. 
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not  winci!  on  the  application  of  aqua  ammonia  to  loft  nostril,  nor  when 
the  conjunctiva  or  samo  side  is  tonclie<l  witii  an  irritant.  Hearing  ])oor 
on  left  side.  Taste  is  impaired  anteriorly  and  posteriorly  on  lel't  side  of 
tongue. 

T,  ,         (    left,     32,    >  .  , 

Dynamometer,     -       .   '        '  outer  circle. 

(    right,  80,  ) 

iEsthesiometer  is  valueless,  on  account  of  loss  of  sensation  of  reaction 
to  pain.  Does  not  wince  on  pinching  arm,  but  does  on  palm  of  liand  and 
tips  of  lingers.  Perception  delayed;  take^  about  three  s(;conds.  Can 
raise  arm  to  level  of  shoulder,  a  little  stiffly.  Can  flex  and  extend  fore- 
arm and  lingers,  but  slowly.  Heart  sounds  normal.  Walks  witliout 
elasticity.  Sensation  in  log  sis  in  arm.  Reflex  action  lessened.  Electro- 
muscular  contractility  good. 

The  accumulation  of  reported  cases,  however,  in  which  the  lesion  Avas 
on  the  left  side,  leaves  no  doubt  in  regard  to  this  question.  Jackson 
and  Ramskill  re})ort  40  cases  of  right  hemiplegia  with  aphasia,  and 
but  one  of  left  hemiplegia.  Ogle'  reports  25  cases  all  with  the  lesion  in 
the  left  hemisphere,  though  there  were  morbid  changes  in  some  of  these 
in  other  parts.  In  not  one  of  these  where  the  lesion  was  on  the  left  side 
was  there  undisturbed  speech.  Magnan*  reported  thirty-one  cases  of 
aphasia,  and  in  all  but  four  was  there  right-sided  hemiplegia.  Trousseau, 
in  1868,  had  collected  all  the  cases  he  could  find,  the  number  being  over 
one  hundred,  and  in  all  but  ten  there  was  right-sided  paralysis.  Seguin' 
lias  collected  46  cases  from  the  records  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  and  in 
all  but  three  there  was  right  hemiplegia.  Hammond  has  collected  243 
cases  of  right  hemiplegia  with  aphasia,  and  but  17  of  left.  Thus  it  is 
settled,  I  think,  that  the  left  side  of  the  brain  is  that  which  contains  the 
speech-centre. 

The  question  as  to  the  relative  frequency  of  right  and  left  hemijjlegia 
natumlly  arises,  and  from  tlie  inspection  of  a  large  number  of  cases  it  will 
be  seen  that  there  is  a  very  slight  preponderance  of  the  former. 

Browne,*  from  Baillarger's  tables,  says  that  "  in  aphasia,  right  is  to  left 
hemiplegia  as  15  is  to  1." 

By  the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  very  slight  prepon- 
derance of  right-sided  paralysis,  and  the  compai'ison  between  the  infre- 
quency  of  aphasia  with  left  hemiplegia,  and  the  slight  difference  between 
the  relative  frequency  of  occurrence  of  both  forms,  is  inconsiderable. 


Cases  of  hemiplegia. 

K. 

L, 

Oglo 

.  75 

43 

82 

Andriil  . 

.  13G 

73 

63 

Bailliu'gcr 

.  110 

58 

52 

S21 

174 

147 

•  St.  Goo.  Hosp.  Reports,  vol.  ii. 

2  Bull,  do  1' Aciuloinie  (le  Modeeine. 

3  Quarterly  Journal  of  Psychological  IMediciue,  ISGl,  xxx.  663. 

*  W.  Hiding  Reports,  vol.  ii.  p.  284. 
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As  to  the  exact  site,  Segnin  tabulates  545  cases,  in  all  of  wliicli  but  31 
the  lesion  was  in  the  left  anterior  lobe.  Why  the  left  side  is  tiie  seat, 
especially  when  embolism  or  thrombosis  is  the  cause,  has  already  been 
explained  by  the  fact  that  the  left  middle  cerebral  artery  is  that  which 
is  in  the  most  direct  line  from  the  heart.  The  next  link  in  the  chain, 
which  is  tlie  qiiestion  of  valvular  disease,  and  its  connection  with  loss  of 
speech,  has  been  pointed  out  by  II.  Jackson,  who  has  found  that  valvular 
disease  was  nearly  always  associated  with  hemiplegia,  and  connected  with 
loss  of  speech.    He  has  seen  more  than  50  of  these  cases. 

In  my  own  experience,  and  my  records  show  8  cases  of  right  hemiple- 
gia with  aphasia  in  which  I  made  autopsies,  there  were  other  lesions, 
but  always  some  trouble  in  the  course  of  the  middle  cerebral  artery.  I 
therefore  agree  fully  with  the  majority  of  observers,  that  loss  of  speech 
depends,  except  in  rare  instances,  upon  lesions  in  the  left  hemisphere,  but 
that  it  may  also  follow  a  lesion  in  the  other  hemisphere.  Both  Bi-own- 
S^quard  and  Van  der  Kolk  have  advanced  theories — the  first,  that  articulate 
speech  is  a  reflex  process  ;  and  the  latter,  that  it  is  seated  in  the  olivary 
bodies.  This  last  view  was  held  by  Willis,  Solly,  and  others.  Laycock 
is  of  opinion  that  these  organs  are  "  subservient  to  the  emotions  through 
the  muscles  of  the  face  and  tongue  by  language,  and  emotional  cries  and 
sounds."  And  he  says  :  "It  is  by  no  means  improbable,  however,  that 
the  emotional  movements  of  the  hands,  as  well  as  of  the  tongue  and  face, 
are  likewise  under  their  direction.  They  are,  therefore,  to  be  considered 
as  regulative  ganglia  to  the  motor  centres  of  the  facial,  hypoglossal,  and 
limb  nerves  in  the  medulla  oblongata  belonging  to  the  substrata  of  the 
sensory  tract." 

Dr.  Herbert  Major,'  in  a  very  complete  article  upon  the  microscopical 
anatomy  of  the  island  of  Reil,  sums  up  his  conclusions  as  follows  : — 

"  1.  The  cortical  layers  of  the  insula  agi-ee  in  number,  order,  and  general 
arrangement  with  those  of  the  vertex,  but  the  cells  of  the  thi7'd  layer  are 
in  the  insula  generally  smaller  than  at  the  vertex.  The  vessels  and  neu- 
roglia present  no  peculiarity. 

"  2.  The  various  gyri  forming  the  insula  present  a  similar  structure. 

"  3.  No  difference  of  structure  can  be  detected  in  the  right  as  compared 
with  the  left  insula. 

"  4.  The  method  of  union  of  the  white  matter  with  the  cortex  is  in  the 
insula  similar  to  that  observed  in  other  lobes." 

The  dei)arture  from  the  healthy  state  is  seen  in  enlarged  vessels,  a 
shrunken  appearance  of  the  cells  of  the  first  layer  and  a  diminution  in  their 
number,  together  with  even  a  change  in  the  cell-contents,  the  nuclei  being 
broken  down  and  agglomerated  at  the  centre.  The  cells  of  the  second  and 
third  layers  have  lost  their  processes,  and  the  protoplasm  contains  granular 
debris,  while  the  other  cells  of  the  lowermost  layers  sufl^er  the  same  changes 
as  well  as  transposition. 


'  West  Riding  Reports,  vol.  vi.  1. 
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Apliji-'iifi  may  be  (l('|i(!ii(U-ii(,  ii])oii  any  form  of  brain  disease  iv hi cli  pro- 
duces (lisorf^iuiiziMion  of,  or  prcssun!  upon,  tbe  tliinl  frontal  convolution  or 
parts  imni(!(Iiately  adjacenl.'  Amonj-;  tin;  common  diseases  wiiicli  leiwl  to 
the  structural  changes  arc  cerebral  hemorrhage,  thrombosis  or  embolism, 
tumor,  or  sclerosis,  ii,s  well  as  cc^rtain  forms  of  meningitis.  Age  ajjpears 
to  play  but  a  small  part  in  the  jjroduetion  of  this  condition,  except  so  lar 
as  it  influences  cerebral  hemon-hage,  embolism,  or  the  other  diseases  just 
mentioned. 

Very  few  examples  of  ii.])ha.sia  in  V(!ry  young  jkm-soms  liave  been  reported, 
for  vascuhir  neuroses  are  quite  unusual  among  chikb-en,  and  right  hemi- 
plegia, with  a  lesion  in  this  particular  part  of  the  brain,  is  of  rare  occur- 
renoe.  A  cjise  was  re^jorted  by  Eulenburg  which  w;is  quite  uniijue.'  The 
patient  was  eight  years  old  ;  two  yeai-s  before  he  had  had  scarlet  fever, 
and  six  weeks  after  the  development  of  the  disease  there  were  convulsions 
and  coma,  followed  by  right  hemiplegia  with  aphasia.  The  paralysis 
almost  subsided  in  two  weeks.  He  sjjeaks  but  two  words,  viz. :  "  Ach," 
which  he  always  uses  for  "  nein,"  and  "  Ja,"  Avith  which  he  answers 
all  other  questions.  The  fact  that  dropsy  and  albuminuria  had  existed 
induced  the  author  to  infer  the  presence  of  softening  of  the  central  organ 
of  speech.  That  disesise  of  the  island  of  Reil  is  not  always  the  cause  of 
aphasia  is  proved,  1  think,  by  the  fact  that  aphasia  has  existed  with  dis- 
ease of  other  parts  of  the  brain  while  the  speech-ceiltre  was  in  a  normal 
condition ;  and  tumors  have  been  found  involving  the  coqjora  striata,  and 
other  parts  of  the  motor  tract,  but  not  affecting  the  integi'ity  of  the  third 
frontal  convolution. 

Aphasia  of  a  temporary  character  may  depend  upon  functional  conditions, 
such  as  cerebral  congestion,  indigestion,  or  as  the  result  of  fright  or  other 
emotional  forms  of  excitement,  or  may  be  connected  with  epilepsy  or  hys- 
teria. Kisch'  reports  three  cases  of  transitory  aphasia  due  undoubtedly  to 
cerebral  congestion.  One  of  these  was  a  very  stout  woman  who,  having 
drank  a  veiy  large  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  water,  fell  to  the  floor  after 
being  dizzy,  but  did  not  lose  consciousness.  This  seizure  was  followed  by 
headache,  and  later  by  complete  aphasia.  She  subsequently  recovered. 
Two  cases  of  aphasia  of  a  similar  character  are  reported  by  Berger.  * 

Habershon*  presents  an  example  of  aphasia  which  was  caused  by  fright. 
A  much  more  rare  variety  of  the  disease  is  that  which  is  connected  with 


'  Among  fifteen  cases  reported  by  Sander*  there  were  two  in  which  the  origi- 
nal lesion  was  found  in  the  left  parietal  lobe,  in  some  of  the  bundles  of  fibres 
radiating  from  the  corpus  sti-iatnni. 

2  Berlin  Med.  Gesellschaft,  July,  1869. 

»  Berhuer  Klin.  Wochensehrift,  1869,  433. 

■»  Wien.  Med.  AVoch.,  1869,  102. 

*  London  Lancet,  1870,  vol.  ii.  402. 


*  Archiv  fur  Psychiatric,  ii.  38. 
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epilepsy.  Three  such  cases  were  publislietl  by  Allbutt.'  One  of  these 
patients  fell,  striking  on  his  left  temple;  some  time  afterwards  epilep- 
tiform attacks  appeared  with  paralysis  of  the  riglit  arm  and  leg.  The 
second  case  was  that  of  a  woman  aged  fifty,  who  had  had  epileptic  con- 
vulsions of  a  bilateral  character  for  two  years.  After  the  attack  she 
was  somewliat  aphasic,  and  "had  a  mental  vision  of  the  words,"  but 
was  unable  to  speak  tiiem.  This  condition  of  affairs  lasted  for  two 
hours.  Tlie  third  patient  was  a  man,  thirty  years  of  age;  there  was  no 
loss  of  consciousness,  but  attacks  of  hyperajsthcsia  in  the  right  arm  and 
hand,  followed  by  blindness,  lasted  for  twenty  minutes  or  longer,  and  was 
succeeded  by  speechlessness  lasting  two  hours. 

Diagnosis  In  making  the  distinction  between  aphasia  and  other 

ditficulties  of  speech,  we  are  apt  to  be  misled  by  defects  in  articulation, 
dependent  upon  incoordination  or  paralysis  of  the  tongue,  or  by  certain 
mental  irregularities,  or  sometimes  by  congenital  mutism.''  We  are  to  bear 
in  mind  the  fact,  that  there  may  be  transitory  aphasia,  but  that  organic 
disease  of  the  speech-centre  is  generally  of  permanent  duration  ;  and  that 
there  are  but  very  few  exceptions  to  this  rule.  The  speech  defects  which 
are  of  a  local  character  are  symptomatized  by  the  patient's  inability  to 


'  Med.  Times  and  Gazette,  1869,  vol.  i.  p.  491. 

^  Dr.  Browne,*  of  tlie  West  Riding  Asylum,  recently  examined  29  cases  of 
morbid  affections  of  huiguage,  or  all  in  the  existing  population  of  tlie  Cricliton 
Institution  at  Dumfries;  14  of  these  were  females,  and  15  males.  Of  these, 
which  lie  an-anged  in  three  classes,  he  found  among  the  women :  "  1 .  Intermittent 
mutism  5,  in  one  connected  with  the  catamenia.  2.  Constant  mutism,  7  :  of  these 
one  had  been  a  public  singer  ;  1  when  roused  could  with  difheulty  articulate, 
having  facial  paralysis;  1  could  not  walk  in  consequence  of  spinal  deformity; 
1  was  an  idiot  laboring  under  phthisis;  1  uttered  cries  when  suffering  pain. 
3.  One  was  reduced  to  monosyllabic  utterances.  4.  One  manifested  inces- 
santly, day  and  night,  irresistible  loquacity. 

Among  the  males:  "Intermittent  mutism,  1.  2.  Constant  mutism,  5:  in  ] 
the  mutism  is  of  twenty  years'  duration  ;  in  1  it  is  accompanied  by  tremor  of  the 
limbs ;  in  a  third,  who  attempted  to  cut  his  throat,  there  is  unintelligible  mutter- 
ing in  solilocpy.  3.  One  was  reduced  to  monosyllabic  uttcranees.  4.  Two 
manifested  constant  loquacity  :  in  one,  an  idiot,  there  is  congenital  left  hemiplegia ; 
in  the  other,  who  is  healthy,  the  loquaeity  is  so  great  and  rapid  that  the  words 
run  into  eaeh  other  so  that  he  seems  to  speak  in  long  sentences.  5.  Two  pre- 
sent symptoms  of  general  paralysis ;  the  articulation  is  indistinct  or  unintelligible. 
G.  In  one  case  there  appeared  to  be  the  omission  of  the  first  syllable  of  every  word, 
followed  by  alternate  mutism  and  loquacity.  7.  In  one,  an  idiot,  laii<Tuaa:e  is 
limited  to  a  few  words,  and  these  are  exclusively  oaths,  with  congenital  right 
hemiplegia,  and  club-foot.  8.  Two  i(hots  emit  nothing  but  acute  inarticulate  cries  ; 
one  roars  like  a  wild  beast."  There  was  no  paralysis  in  these  cases  except  of 
the  fact!  in  two  general  paralytics,  and  of  tlic  lower  extremities  in  two  idiots,  the 
paralysis  in  tliese  latter  cases  being  congenital. 


*  Op.  cit.  p.  297. 
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speak  at  all,  though  he  may  fully  convince  us  of  his  ability  to  form  words 
and  appreciate  their  meiuiing  ;  and,  inoi-eover,  he  can  always,  should  there 
not  be  i)a.ralysis  of  tlie  hand  or  forearm,  write  any  word  that  lie  nuiy  wisli 
to  speak.  Tiiis  is  not  the  case  in  apluisia.  In  ligliter  forms  of  ton<nie 
paralysis  there  is  no  trouble  about  the  selection  of  words,  but  simply  a 
clumsiness  in  pronunciation,  and  in  many  of  these  fornis  evidences  of 
local  muscular  weakness,  in  connection  with  the  speaking  apparatus, 
draw  attention  to  the  real  nature  of  the  trouble.  A  disease  presentina- 
th  esc  local  defects  is  a  so-called  glosso-pharyngeal  paralysis.  The  same 
condition  of  affairs  is  met  with  in  general  paralysis  of  the  insane,  but  with 
this,  as  well  as  other  troubles  of  the  same  kind,  there  are  various  other 
symptoms  Avhich  accompany  the  speech  defect,  such  as  mental  impairment, 
with  peculiar  delusions  and  muscular  trembling.  Hysteria  sometimes  gives 
rise  to  a  very  curious  speech  derangement,  which,  in  its  strictest  sense,  can 
hardly  be  called  aphasia.  The  patient  occasionally  introduces  obscene 
and  profane  words  in  place  of  others  more  conventional.  A  form  of  speech 
trouble  described  by  Winslow'  and  Romberg'  is  expressed  by  mimicry  of 
individuals,  who  speak  to  the  patient  or  who  talk  within  earshot.  He 
closely  imitates  the  tones  of  their  voices  and  mannerisms,  and  repeats  the 
words  addressed  to  bim,  besides  mimicking  their  gestures  and  attitudes. 
These  phenomena  are  occasionally  seen  among  the  insane.  Romberg  has 
called  this  morbid  state  echolalia.  I  have  at  present  a  case  under  obser- 
vation who  is  an  example  of  this  kind,  only  his  infirmity  does  not  exist  to 
so  marked  a  degree  as  in  the  cases  of  the  two  observers  above  mentioned. 
My  patient  is  an  idiot,  and  possesses  but  very  little  mental  power.  He 
can  point  to  his  mouth,  places  his  hand  iipon  his  abdomen  when  hungiy, 
and  can  call  attention  to  his  bodily  needs  by  equally  simple  gestures,  but 
beyond  this  he  is  more  an  automaton  than  a  living  being.  When  asked  a 
question,  for  instance,  "How  are  you?"  he  repeats  the  two  last  words, 
"  Are  you  ?"  and  "  Why  don't  you  answer  ?"  he  replies,  "  Don't  you 
answer?"  He  invariably  repeats  the  last  two  or  three  words  of  any  ques- 
tion that  may  be  put  to  him,  so  that  his  answers  are  but  echoes  of  the 
questions. 

In  the  early  speech  disturbances  of  left  hemiplegia,  or  organic  diseases 
of  the  brain,  the  patient's  attempts  to  articulate  will  result  in  a  clumsy  and 
mispronounced  word  ;  while  in  aphasia  his  articulation,  be  it  ever  so  lim- 
ited, is  rarely  imperfect,  his  "  yes"  or  "  no"  being  fairly  pronounced,  or,  if 
he  has  improved  so  far  as  to  be  able  to  pronounce  but  a  part  of  a  word,  he 
will  do  this  distinctly,  while  i^erhaps  the  other  syllables  will  either  be  not 
pronounced  at  all,  or  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  utterly  unintelligible.  There 
are  generally  with  aphasia  great  impatience  and  embaiTassment,  mimicry, 
and  gesticulation,  which  are  evidences  of  mortification  arising  from 
the  knowledge  of  his  failing,  and  his  gestures  take  the  place  of  woi-ds. 
In  agraphia  the  handwriting  or  results  of  attempts  at  writing  must  be 


'  Obscure  Diseases  of  the  Brain  and  Mind,  Am.  cd.,  p.  343. 

*  A  Manual  of  the  Nervous  Diseases  of  Man,  Syd.  Trans.,  vol.  ii.  p.  431. 
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compared  with  specimens,  such  as  wouUl  be  made  by  patients  who  are 
insane,  ataxic,  or  paralyzed,  and  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  cai-efuUy  note  the 
omission  of  words,  or  combination  of  syllables  which  bear  no  relation  to 
one  another,  as  well  as  the  character  of  the  patient's  composition.  If  he  be 
insane,  he  will  not  admit  any  absurdities  to  which  he  may  give  expres- 
sion, but  with  the  aphasic  the  case  is  different,  for  he  always  evinces 
his  chagrin  when  he  tinds  that  he  has  written  the  wrong  word,  and 
endeavors  to  correct  his  mistakes.  There  are  cases  spoken  of  by  Bacon^ 
and  others,  in  which  the  only  evidence  of  the  patient's  insanity  is  bis 
writing,  but  even  here  the  defect  is  more  in  the  expression  of  a  disordered 
mental  state  than  in  an  impairment  of  the  communicating  faculty.  The 
liandwriting  of  the  general  paralytic  sometimes  closely  resembles  that  of  the 
aphasic  patient,  but  in  the  first,  with  time  there  is  progressive  impair- 
ment, wliile  in  the  other,  if  anything,  there  is  improvement. 

The  medico-legal  questions  which  may  arise  in  regard  to  the  responsi- 
bility of  aphasia  are  worthy  of  consideration.  The  aphasic  of  course  may 
suffer  an  intellectual  impairment,  which  lasts  a  short  time  after  the  attack. 
This  is  not  necessarily  accompanied  by  a  loss  of  judgment.  It  is  more  a 
condition  of  mental  sluggishness,  and  it  will  not  do  to  say  that  the  indi- 
vidual is  incompetent.  The  aphasic  makes  intelligent  efforts  to  communi- 
cate, even  though  he  may  not  be  able  to  do  so.  He  gesticulates,  and  tries 
to  explain  himself,  and  the  expression  even  of  his  eyes  tells  of  everything 
but  intellectual  unsoundness.  Additional  evidence  of  softening  in  dementia 
throws  an  entirely  different  light  upon  the  matter,  but  even  then  it  must 
be  remembered  that  aphasia  is  not  necessarily  associated  with  such  states. 

A  case  of  interest  is  reported  by  M.  Lucas  Championnieres  :^  "  The  ques- 
tion was  raised  in  this  particular  instance  a  propos  of  a  case  in  which  the 
patient,  in  spite  of  an  enfeebled  intelligence,  had  become  capable  of  writing 
with  the  other  hand.  He  could  not,  however,  write  if  left  to  himself,  and 
could  only  recopy  what  was  written  and  set  before  him,  and  the  expert 
physicians  vainly  tried  to  make  him  recopy  a  power  of  attorney  or  a  will, 
while  he  willingly  wrote  any  ordinary  phrase  or  document  which  did  not 
bind  him  to  anytliing.  This  man,  then,  knew  perfectly  what  he  was 
doing,  and  the  Soci6t6  de  M^decine  Legale  concluded  that  he  possessed 
still  thorough  intelligence  and  free  will  to  be  able  to  continue  to  enjoy  his 
civil  rights,  the  intellectual  debility  which  he  had  suffered  not  appearing 
to  be  sufficient  to  justify  what  the  French  laws  call  an  '  interdiction.'  " 
The  society  recommended  that  he  should  be  taken  care  of  by  a  "  council," 
so  that  he  should  be  guaranteed  protection  against  danger  that  might  arise 
in  the  condition  of  his  affairs. 

We  must  bear  in  mind  the  existence  of  heart  trouble  should  it  exist,  or 
vegetations  and  otiier  indications  of  extraneous  disease  which  might  lead 
to  the  causation  of  thrombosis  or  embolism. 


'  On  the  Writing  of  the  Insane,  p.  12. 

"  Journal  de  M^d.  et  dc  Chir.  Prat.,  iibst.  Br.  Med.  Journ.,  Sept.  15,  1877. 
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Prognosis — Tlu;  viow  wo  are  to  take  of  our  patient's  condition  is  to 
1)0  governed  entirely  by  the  question  whether  there  is  or  not  a  primary 
organic  disease,  its  iniportance  and  the  character  of  the  aphasia.'  In  the 
light  foi-nis,  such  as  result  i'roni  fright  and  cerebral  congestion,  or  tliose 
connected  with  hysteria,  the  prognosis  is  exceedingly  good,  and  the  same 
is  the  case  wlien  it  is  the  result  of  [jrotracted  fever.  Legroux  (op.  cit.  p. 
60)  speaks  of  an  aphasia  of  quite  temporary  duration,  which  is  occasionally 
of  gouty  origin,  or  connected  with  diabetes  or  albuminuria.  The  nrofuosis 
ot  the  condition  itself  is  quite  good,  but  a  serious  indication  of  grave  cere- 
bral trouble.  Aphasia  with  paralysis  is  always  significant  of  deep  trouble. 
Such  an  aphasia,  when  it  occurs  with  hemiplegia,  may  persist  perhaps 
during  the  individual's  lifetime,  and  after  every  vestige  of  the  hemiplegia 
has  disappeared.  If  there  be  softening,  or  previous  acute  cerebral  dis- 
ease, or  if  there  be  evidence  of  arterial  degeneration,  or  valvular  deposits, 
the  case  assumes  a  hopeless  aspect,  and  may  be  nearly  always  pronounced 
incurable.  Aphasia  as  the  result  of  traumatism  is  occasionally  relieved  by 
surgical  interference. 

Treatment.-— Our  first  indication  is  to  improve,  if  possible,  the  or- 
ganic disease,  and  sometimes  we  are  able  to  better  the  patient's  condition 
to  a  great  degree.  Should  there  be  hemiplegia,  contractures,  or  other  evi- 
dences suggestive  of  degeneration  of  the  cerebral  tissue,  we  will  find  our- 
selves powei'less  to  help  our  patient  materially.  It  is  only  when  aphasia 
exists  as  an  isolated  symptom  that  very  active  measures  are  followed  by 
some  show  of  success.  In  such  a  case  local  blood-letting,  purgation,  and 
the  use  of  ergot,  and  the  bromides,  may  completely  relieve  the  condition ; 
and  even  when  the  disease  is  established,  and  the  destruction  of  the  speech 
centre  has  been  limited,  there  is  a  possibility  of  improving  the  patient's 
partially  lost  faculty.  Systematic  education,  and  the  training  of  the  left 
hand,  and  the  development  of  the  right  side  of  the  brain,  may  result  in  an 
increase  in  the  patient's  facility  of  communicating.  In  rare  cases,  viz., 
those  of  traumatic  origin,  it  may  do  well  to  use  the  trephine.  Broca,  un- 
der the  heading,  "La  Topographic  Cranio-C^rebrale,"^  described  experi- 
ments made  by  him  to  determine  the  relation  of  the  cranial  bones  with 
underlying  parts;  and  Turner*  has  made  additional  observations,  and 
given  rules  for  determining  this  relation.  Figure  20  is  taken  from  Tur- 
ner's article,  and  I  have  slightly  modified  it  so  that  the  point  where  the 
trephine  may  be  used  is  indicated.  This  instrument  may  be  also  em- 
ployed in  aphasic  patients  at  parts  where  the  depressions  of  bone  have 
resulted  from  head  injury. 

Fig.  20  "Diagram  showing  the  relations  of  the  convolutions  to  the 

skull.    R.  The  fissure  of  Rolando,  wliich  separates  the  frontal  from  the 


'  In  one  case  reported  by  Bateman,  the  patient  recovered  almost  entirely,  and 
he  could  pronounce  every  word  distinctly,  with  the  exception  of  those  containing 
the  letter  P. 

2  Rcvuc  d' Anthropologic,  tome  v.  No.  2,  187G. 

3  Journal  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  vols,  xii.,  xiv.,  1873,  1874. 
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parietal  lobe.  PO.  Tlic  parieto-oocipital  lissiii-e  between  the  parietal  and 
occipital  lobes.  S.  Tlie  fissure  of  Sylvius,  wliicli  separates  the  temporo- 
sphenoidal  from  the  frontal  and  parietal  lobes.  SF,  MF,  IF.  The 
supero-,  mid-,  and  infero-frontal  subdivisions  of  the  frontal  area  of  the  skull ; 


Fiff.  20. 


External  indication  of  Island  of  Rell.    (After  Turner.) 

the  letters  are  placed  on  the  superior  middle  and  inferior  frontal  convolu- 
tion. SAP.  The  supero-antero-parietal  area  of  the  skull.  lAP.  The 
infero-antero-parietal  area  of  the  skull.  IPP.  The  infero-postero-parietal 
area  of  the  skull ;  the  letters  are  placed  on  the  mid-temporo-sphenoidal 
convolution.  0.  The  occipital  area  of  the  skull ;  the  letter  is  placed  on 
the  mid-occipital  convolution.  Sq.  The  squamoso-temporal  region  of  the 
skull;  the  letters  are  placed  on  the  mid-temporo-sphenoidal  convolution. 
AS.  The  ali-sphenoid  region  of  the  skull ;  the  letters  are  placed  on  the 
tip  of  the  supero-temporo-sphenoidal  convolution."'  The  circle  indicates 
the  point  at  which  the  trephine  is  to  be  applied. 


CEREBRAL  SCLEROSIS. 

Synonyms — Sclerencephalia  ;  atrophia  cerebri.  Tabes  cerebri.  Atro- 
phy of  the  brain. 

Definition — An  induration  of  the  nervous  substance  consisting  in 
increase  of  connective  tissue,  and  atrophy  and  destruction  of  the  nervous 
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deinonts,  foiistitiitos  (lui  condition  known  nreneniUy  as  sclerosis.  The 
French  writers  have  applied  the  terms  "  Sclerose  en  phupies  dissemindc," 
"rubande,"  "  i;eriph6riques,"  and  "  diffiis"  to  the  disease;  adopting  these 
names  in  regard  to  the  character,  site,  and  foi-m  of  the  lesion,  Siich  ex- 
pressions, wliile  making  the  nomencdatnre  more  (sxact,  imply  dedicate  dis- 
tinctions whicii  are  not  always  to  be  made,  and  do  very  well  only  when 
applied  to  appearances  witnessed  after  death,  ljut  are  not  so  valual)le 
when  making  a  diagnosis  before  death.  I  prefer  to  use  the  terms  "  dif- 
fused sclerosis"  of  the  brain,  "  cerebro-spinal  sclerosis,"  and  "  spinal 
sclerosis."  Even  this  nomenclature  is  open  to  objection,  for  it  is  very  rare 
for  sclerosis  of  any  kind  to  be  confined  to  either  the  brain  or  cord,  though 
sucli  involvement  of  the  organ  not  originally  affected  may  be  of  late  date. 
To  confirm  this  statement  I  may  allude  to  the  ocular  symptoms  which 
characterize  the  early  manifestations  of  posterior  spinal  sclerosis,  or  the  loco- 
motory  defects  that  are  to  be  seen  in  some  sclerosed  conditions  supposed  to 
be  peculiarly  cerebral.  I  may  furtliermore  add  that  in  all  forms  of  sclero- 
sis there  are  generally  points  of  induration  found  after  death  in  both  brain 
and  cord.  Nevertheless,  it  is  important  for  us  to  make  distinctions  in  the 
manner  and  origin,  course  and  termination  of  the  various  forms  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  we  must  therefore  be  contented  with  an  anatomical  division. 


DIFFUSED  CEREBRAL  SCLEROSIS. 

The  older  writers  were  in  the  habit  of  giving  the  title  "  atrophy  of  the 
brain"  to  a  condition  of  that  organ  which  was  undoubtedly  that  which  we 
are  now  discussing.  It  is  probably  one  of  the  most  imperfectly  understood 
nervous  diseases,  and  in  many  instances  the  diagnosis  cannot  be  made 
during  life. 

Symptoms. — The  cerebral  condition,  which  is  tardy  induration  of  an 
unlimited  region,  and  does  not  consist  in  scattered  deposits,  is  a  slowly 
developed  morbid  state,  and  is  expressed  by  a  train  of  rather  obscure 
symptoms,  the  most  striking  of  whicli  are  contractions  and  epileptiform 
convulsions,  impairment  of  mental  power,  and  various  affections  of  speech. 
In  some  cases  the  conditions  date  from  infancy,  and  the  characteristic  fea- 
ture is  want  of  development  of  the  extremities.  In  others,  a  condition  of 
*  imbecility  exists,  in  which  the  patient  leads  almost  a  vegetative  life.  One 
case  (No.  II.),  which  I  shall  relate,  was  of  this  kind.  Her  last  years  of 
life  were  spent  in  bed,  and  for  a  long  time  there  were  dementia  and  uncon- 
scious discharges  from  the  bladder  and  bowels.  Some  of  these  cases  begin 
later  in  life,  and  the  first  indications  may  be  either  ti-emor  or  an  epilepti- 
form convulsion,  and  subsequently  various  disturbances  of  motility,  such, 
for  instance,  as  spastic  contraction  of  the  muscles  of  the  arm  and  leg. 
The  fingei-s  become  twisted,  deformed,  and  distorted  so  as  to  be  useless. 
Tremor  is  not  rare,  and  as  the  disease  advances  there  may  be  various 
other  symptoms,  such  as  paralysis  and  muscular  atrophy,  as  well  as  glosso- 
labial  paralysis.  Psychical  disturbances  are  early  symptoms,  and  a  species 
of  dementia  is  rapidly  produced. 
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Case  I  Mary  J.,  the  patient,  a  girl  14  years  old,  was  brought  to  me 

during  the  month  of  September,  1871.  She  had  been  very  ill  some  six 
years^etbre,  and  from  wliat  I  learned  from  the  motlier,  tiie  attack  of 
illness  must  have  been  scarlatina,  or  some  otiier  eru])tive  fever.  Her  con- 
valescence was  slow,  and  attended  by  convulsions  of  an  epileptoid  charac- 
ter. Slie  slept  much  of  the  time,  and  seemed  dull  and  stupid.  Her 
memory  became  impaired,  so  that  her  motlier  was  obliged  to  take  her  from 
school,  and  when  allowed  to  play  she  (piarrelled  with  the  children  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  became  so  warlike  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  keep 
her  at  liome.  When  she  had  suffered  lor  over  a  year  in  this  way,  siie 
began  to  lose  lior  power  of  speech,  and  when  she  attempted  to  converse 
with  those  who  spoke  to  her  she  talked  in  an  unintelligible  manner ;  the 
tongue  "seemed  to  be  jjaralyzed."  In  18G8  her  arms  became  very  weak, 
and  trembling  grew  violent  when  she  made  any  manual  etibrt.  This  loss 
of  power,  which  was  observed  more  in  the  right  arm,  became  so  great  that 
she  was  unable  to  use  it  in  any  way  whatever.  After  a  year  or  so  the 
arm  became  rigid  and  atrophic,  and  within  twelve  months  the  other  arm 
followed.  She  is  now  in  a  condition  of  imbecility.  She  holds  her  head 
very  far  forward  when  she  walks,  her  chin  being  raised.  The  right  pupil 
is  slightly  larger  than  the  left.  There  is  ataxic  loss  of  sj^eech,  the  tongue 
being  entirely  out  of  conti'ol,  but  nevertheless  she  incessantly  tries  to 
talk.  Her  senses  are  but  slightly  impaired,  and  it  may  be  said  she  hears 
well,  if  we  can  place  any  reliance  upon-  the  rough  tests  I  made,  such  as 
speaking  to  her  behind  her  back.  Her  sensibility  to  pain  is  not  appa- 
rently lost,  for  she  gives  expression  to  signs  of  suffering  when  she  is  pinched, 
but  she  complains  of  dysassthesia. 

Her  right  arm,  forearm,  and  hand  are  semiflexed  and  rigid,  and  the 
atrophy  of  the  palmar  muscles  suggests  the  "  main  en  griffe."  Her  nails 
are  long  and  thick,  and  the  skin  not  only  of  this  hand,  but  that  covering 
the  liand  and  arm  of  the  other  side,  is  blue  and  cold.  The  flexors  carpi 
radialis,  palmaris  longus,  pronator  radii  teres,  and  other  muscles  upon  tlie 
anterior  aspect  of  the  forearm  were  atrophied  and  contracted,  as  well  as 
the  extensors  communis  and  minimi  digiti.  This  appearance  was  found 
on  both  sides,  but  more  so  on  the  right.  When  she  makes  any  voluntary 
movement,  the  tremor  occurs,  and  it  is  like  that  which  marks  other  forms  of 
this  disease  ;  that  is  to  say,  it  is  increased  by  persistence  in  the  attempt. 
The  arms  are  the  only  parts  affected  by  the  tremor.  Her  convulsions 
occur  about  twice  a  week. 

Case  II — M.  S.,  aged  18  years,  admitted  to  hospital  June  21,  1873. 
When  patient  was  fifteen  months  of  age  she  had  her  first  epileptic  con- 
vulsions. These,  according  to  her  stepmother,  have  gradually  incrensed  in 
number.  At  ten  years  of  age  she  became  paralyzed.  The  paralysis  affected 
her  right  side,  and  came  on  gradually,  without  loss  of  consciousness  ;  and 
it  has  increased  so  that  at  present  all  the  muscles  of  the  extremities,  and 
some  of  those  of  the  face,  are  paralyzed.  Sensibility  is  not  affected.  '  She 
has  imperfect  control  of  the  voluntary  muscles,  and  does  not  use  them 
readily  ;  and  when  spoken  to  does  not  appear  to  appreciate  what  is  desired 
immediately. 

Dynamometer:  left  side  15,  right  side  19. 

The  oesthesiometer  was  not  used,  as  the  patient  was  too  much  demented 
to  appreciate  what  was  wanted. 

Her  head  is  very  large,  tlie  patient  being  of  ordinary  stature.  Tiie 
saliva  flows  continually  from  the  corner  of  her  mouth,  and  her  complexion 
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is  cUisky  and  had.  The  nuiscles  arc  all  more  or  less  atropliied.  Heart 
and  lungs  are  normal ;  no  murmurs  other  than  the  venous  hum  of  anemia. 

The  patient  came  under  my  care  in  June,  1870.  Slie  was  then  in  a 
eondidon  of  profound  dementia.  She  had  b(!en  in  l)ed  for  some  months, 
and  when  I  examined  her  I  found  her  condition  to  be  the  following:  

There  were  no  constant  ocular  defects,  no  ocular  paralysis,  and  the 
pupils  responded  well ;  but  there  had  been  occasional  attacks  of  unconscious- 
ness, attended  by  nystagmus,  when  her  eyeballs  would  move  from  left  to 
right.  There  was  slight  paralysis  of  the  buccal  muscles,  and  the  mouth 
was  almost  constantly  open  ;  while  a  profuse  secretion  of  saliva  drooled 
from  the  angle  of  the  mouth  and  over  her  undergarments  and  bed-clothes. 
Her  mouth  contained  partially  masticated  food,  of  which  there  was  an 
accumulation  between  her  teeth  and  cheeks  on  either  side.  Her  teeth 
were  very  filthy,  and  the  gums  tender  and  bleeding.  No  appreciative 
facial  paralysis  was  detected.  When  spoken  to  she  smiled  in  an  inane 
manner,  but  did  not  attempt  to  speak.  She  was  occasionally  very  apt  to 
cry  for  several  hours  at  a  time,  and  seemingly  without  cause.  Her  posi- 
tion in  bed  was  an  exceedingly  uncomfortable  one ;  she  usually  reclined 
upon  her  left  side,  the  head  drawn  down  to  the  same  side  ;  and  it  was 
agitated  by  coai-se  tremors,  which  ceased  when  she  slept.  Her  right  arm 
and  forearm  were  drawn  to  her  chest,  and  likewise  agitated  by  almost 
constant  tremors.  Her  left  arm  was  also  adducted,  and  the  forearm  semi- 
flexed ;  while  the  fingers  were  extended.  Tremors  of  the  same  character 
agitated  this  member.  The  thighs  and  legs  wei'e  drawn  up,  but  did  not 
seem  to  be  quite  so  rigid  as  the  arms,  and  there  was  great  atropiiy  of  all 
four  extremities.  She  passed  her  excreta  unconsciously,  and  a  bedsore 
had  formed  upon  the  left  buttock.  Voluntary  power  was  absent  almost 
entirely,  and  I  do  not  remember  having  seen  her  change  her  position  in 
bed  fi^m  the  time  I  first  saw^  her  until  her  death.  Sensibility  to  pain  was 
very  much  lost,  and  reflex  excitability  was  nil.  Perhaps  some  of  this 
want  of  sensibility  was  due  to  the  horny  condition  of  the  plantar  skin. 
She  had  a  great  many  general  convulsions,  attended  by  turgescence  of  the 
surface  vessels,  and  nystagmus.  She  continued  in  this  condition  during 
the  year,  improving  slightly  during  this  time  in  regard  to  the  number  and 
violence  of  convulsions,  but  gi-adually  growing  weaker. 

Dec.  26,  1876,  1.30  P.  M.  Being  fed  with  stewed  meat  she  had 
three  convulsions  in  rapid  succession,  while  her  mouth  was  filled  with  food. 
Attendant  states  that  she  first  became  cyanotic,  but  her  teeth  were  so 
clenched  that  the  nurse  was  unable  to  extract  the  food.  As  soon  as  the 
spasms  relaxed,  she  thrust  her  fingers  in  the  mouth  of  the  patient,  and  re- 
moved a  piece  of  meat,  but  the  patient  was  dead. 

Autopsy  18  hours  after  death. — No  food  found  in  larynx  or  fauces. 
Membrane  of  brain  congested  and  thickened  ;  the  gray  matter  of  all  the 
convolutions  was  of  the  consistency  of  the  white  of  a  hard-boiled  egg. 

I  afterwards  carefully  examined  the  brain,  and  found  patches  of  advanced 
sclerosed  tissue  over  the  cortex,  and  throughout  the  gray  and  white  matter 
of  other  parts  of  the  hemispheres.  The  induration  was  so  general  that 
the  brain  seemed,  as  a  wiiole,  quite  hard  and  tough.  The  arteries  were 
diseased  throughout,  and  the  calibre  of  the  vessels  was  quite  reduced. 

Case  III  This  patient  presents  evidences  of  cerebral  sclerosis,  which 

were  evidently  of  very  early  origin.  Tlie  patient  is  at  present  in  the  Epi- 
leptic and  Paralytic  Hospital.  Her  early  history  is  somewhat  meagre. 
She  gives  a  history  of  epilepsy,  and  has  attacks  several  times  a  week.  Her 
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mind  is  very  feeble,  and  slie  lias  attempted  suieidc  several  times.  The 
atrophy  is  one-sided,  and  tiiere  is  probably  atrophy  of  the  lel't  side  of  the 
brain.  The  following!;  history  and  table  of  measurements  were  furnished 
by  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Janeway  : — 

E.'B.,  aged  19  years  ;  state,  single.    Admitted  to  hospital  May  1 ,  18G8, 

Examination  Head  :  no  facial  paralysis  or  deviation  of  tongue  ;  no 

atrophv  of  tongue  ;  pupils  normal,  no  strabismus  ;  hearing  good,  as  is  also 
common  sensibility.  Right  upper  extremity:  shoulder-joint  is  freoily 
movable ;  elbow  cannot  be  fully  extended  ;  hand  flexed  and  extremely 
pronated  ;  muscles  of  hand  to  a  certain  degree  rigid  ;  fingers  flexed,  thumb 
not  rigid  ;  marked  atrophy  of  entire  arm  ;  skin  of  fingers  soft  and  sodden, 
but  no  other  changes  of  nutrition. 

Measurements  Middle  sternal  notch  to  coracoid  process  :  right  side, 

4|-  inches  ;  left  side,  4|  inches.  Edge  of  acromion  to  external  condyle  : 
right  side,  10^  inches ;  left  side,  10^  inches.  External  condyle  to  styloid 
process  of  ulna :  right  side,  1\  inches  ;  left  side,  8;^  inches.  Apex  of 
acromion  to  styloid  process  :  right  side,  7-^  inches  ;  left  side,  8  inches. 

1st  metacarpal  bone  (index  finger)  :  right  side,  50  mm. ;  left  side,  55 
mm.  Metacarpal  bone  (little  finger)  :  right  side,  47  mm. ;  left  side,  50 
mm.  Metacarpal  (thumb)  :  right  side,  40  mm. ;  left  side,  43  mm. ;  right 
index,  65  mm.;  left  index,  70  mm.  Little  finger:  right  side,  53  mm.; 
left  side,  60  mm. 

Thenar  eminence,  thickness  of :  right,  31  mm. ;  left,  35  mm.  Hypo- 
thenar  eminence,  thiclcness  of :  right,  20  mm. ;  left,  24  mm. 

Vertebral  prominence  to  edge  of  acromion  :  right  side,  6|^  inches ;  left 
side,  1^  inches.  Inner  edge  scapula  to  supra-spinal  notch,  to  deltoid  : 
right  side,  12f  inches;  left  side,  14f  inches.  Length  inner  border  sca- 
pula :  right,  5^  inches  ;  left,  5|-  inches. 

Semi-circumference  thorax  (4th  rib):  right,  13^  inches;  left,  14^^ 
inches. 

Sensibility  of  right  hand  normal  in  every  respect.  Dynamometer :  first 
trial  in  left  hand,  18  ;  second  trial,  10.  Hardly  any  power  of  right  hand, 
but  reflex  movements  are  readily  excited  in  it.  Circumference :  right 
arm,  8^  inches  ;  right  forearm,  8;^  inches  ;  left  arm,  9^  inches  ;  left  fore- 
arm, 9|  inches. 

Lower  extremities  :  left,  length  of  fibula,  1 3^  inches  ;  right,  length  of 
fibula,  13|  inches  ;  right  calf,  11:^  inches  ;  left  calf,  12|  inches.  Lower 
edge  patella  to  lower  edge  external  malleolus  :  right,  Id^  inches  ;  left,  13| 
inches.  Anterior  edge  inner  malleolus  to  end  of  great  metatarsal :  right, 
4;^  inches  ;  left,  4^  inches.  Circumference  over  heads  of  metatarsal  bones  : 
on  right  side,  71  inches  ;  on  left  side,  7-1  inches.  Anterior  sup.  spinous 
process  to  lower  malleolus  :  right,  28|-  inches  ;  left,  28|  inches.  Supra- 
sternal notch  to  lower  edge  of  external  malleolus  :  right,  45^  inches  ;  left, 
48|  inches. 

Sensibility  of  legs  good  in  all  respects.  Difference  of  malleoli  as  she 
lies  in  bed,  1  inch. 

Causes — So  little  is  known  in  regard  to  the  circumstances  favoring 
the  development  of  this  disease,  that  beyond  the  mention  of  certain  facts 
of  age  and  sex  nothing  more  can  be  said  in  connection  with  etiology. 
Women  seem  to  be  more  affected  than  males,  and  we  may  consider  that  it 
is  usually  a  condition  that  begins  in  infancy  and  progresses  slowly,  or  is 
arrested ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  begin  in  advanced  life,  and  pro- 
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gross   more  rai)i<lly.     In  one  eusc  which  I  have  seen,  syphilis  had 
probably  something  to  do  witii  its  development. 

Morbid  Anatomy. — Those  authors  who  have  made  autopsies  have 
found  a  condition  of  density  ot"  the  white  matter,  the  same  being  shrunken 
and  more  lirm  at  the  centre  of  the  hemisphere  than  at  the  periphery. 
When  a  microscopical  examination  is  made,  the  brain-tissues  are  found  to 
show  appearances  which  are  highly  characteristic.  Tlie  connective  tissue 
will  be  found  to  be  ])roliferated,  and  to  present  a  fil)rillated  appearance. 
Corpora  aniylacea  are  often  present,  and  we  usually  lind  granular  deposits 
in  the  blastema.  The  new  tubes  are  quite  changed  in  character,  and  are 
shrunken  and  attenuated.  The  axis  cylinder  may  have  disapj)eared,  and 
its  place  may  be  filled  by  a  granular  substance.  The  nerve-cells  are  gi-eatly 
altered,  their  prolongations  being  torn  off",  and  their  contents  granular. 
Oil-globules  axe  often  found  scattered  over  the  field,  and  sometimes  col- 
lected about  the  bloodvessels.  These  vessels  are  generally  much  increased 
in  size,  and  their  walls  are  thickened,  and  covered  by  a  granular  deposit. 
If  the  gray  matter  be  the  part  affected,  we  shall  find  an  unusual  develop- 
ment in  the  bloodvessels. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  involvement  of  the  cranial  nerves.  It  is  not  un- 
common to  find  at  the  roots  of  this  nerve  a  sclerosed  point  which  has 
involved  the  nuclei. 

Diagnosis  Diffused  sclerosis,  in  its  incipiency,  maybe  mistaken  for 

cerebral  softening,  but  though  the  two  diseases  seem  very  much  alike,  the 
absence  of  severe  pain,  and  variations  of  temperature  in  the  latter,  as  well 
as  subsequent  progress  of  the  disease,  "vvill  enable  us  to  decide ;  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  however,  that  in  the  great  number  of  cases  diffiised  sclerosis 
begins  in  very  early  life.  U'he  congenital  non-development  which  we 
sometimes  see  will  be  recognized  by  the  absence  of  tremors. 

Prognosis  and  Treatment  The  former  is  excessively  bad,  and 

even  temporary  relief,  I  think,  is  out  of  the  question  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases.  1  have  never  seen  a  case  cured  ;  and  if  there  is  any  disease  of 
the'nervous  system  that  is  utterly  beyond  the  reach  of  drugs,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  it  is  this.  The  actual  cautery  has  been  used,  but,  as  far  as  I 
can  learn,  without  benefit.  Hammond  recommends  chloride  of  barium, 
and  claims  to  have  improved  the  condition  of  the  patient. 
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(Continukd). 

BRAIN  TUMORS. 

When  the  brain  chances  to  be  tlie  seat  of  a  morbid  growth,  wliether 
vascular,  parasitic,  homologous,  or  lietorologous,  we  may  be  apin-ised  of 
the  existence  of  such  a  new  formation  by  a  train  of  symptoms  which  have 
no  very  constant  character;  or  the  tumor  may  involve  a  large  part  of  the 
brain  without  giving  rise  to  any  indications  of  its  presence  during  the  life 
of  the  patient.  There  is  no  regularity  as  to  the  grouping  or  appearance 
of  symptoms,  although  the  very  valuable  researches  of  Ilughlings  Jackson 
have  enabled  us  to  define  the  position  of  the  morbid  intracranial  gi-owtlis 
with  much  greater  certainty  than  heretofore. 

Symptoms  We  may  group  the  prominent  symptoms  under  the 

followiug  heads: — 

1.  Convulsions. 

2.  Vomiting  and  vertigo. 

3.  Headache  and  cutaneous  hyperassthesia  or  anesthesia. 

4.  Hemiplegia. 

5.  Paralysis  of  cranial  nerves. 
G.  Ocular  symptoms. 

7.  Psychical  disturbances. 

Convulsions  The  appearance  of  convulsions  as  the  only  indication  of 

brain  tumors  has  frequently  led  the  observer  to  make  a  diagnosis  of  epi- 
lepsy. However,  Avhen  it  is  taken  into  account  that  there  is,  at  the  most, 
but  transitory  loss  of  consciousness — and  even  this  is  very  rare — during 
the  epileptiform  attack,  such  a  mistake  is  hardly  possible.  The  convul- 
sions may  be  general  or  local,  and  in  this  ])\s.cq  it  is  proper  to  refer 
to  the  connection  between  certain  cortical  lesions  produced  by  brain  tu- 
mors, and  consequent  convulsions  beginning  in  members  which  are  sup- 
posed to  have  motor  centres.  Among  sixteen  cases  collected  by  Hugldings 
Jackson  there  were  several  in  which  the  convulsive  seizure  began  in  the 
thumb  of  one  hand,  and  finally  became  general.  Cortical  lesions  were 
found  in  the  third  frontal  convolution.  In  another  the  epileptiform 
seizure  began  in  the  right  cheek,  and  still  another  is  reported  where  the 
right  arm  was  the  point  of  seizure,  with  subsequent  paralysis;  and  after 
death  a  tumor  was  found  in  the  uppermost  frontal  convolution  on  the  O])- 
posite  side.    Upon  the  authority  of  Bastian'  and  Reynolds,  "  it  may  be 
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Stilted  that  convulsions  are  most  couiuion  wlicu  (lie  disease  is  situated  in 
the  posterior  lobes  of  the  brain  or  in  t  iie  c(!r(!l)elluin,  and  least  frequently 
wiicn  the  anterior  lobes  are  affected." 

ITugldings  Jackson  considers  that  psychical  disturbances  are  likewise 
connected  witli  destruction  or  injury  of  tiie  posterior  lobes.  Wiieii  the 
growth  is  syphilitic,  the  presence  of  mucli  headaclie  before  the  convulsion 
is  the  i-ule.  Convulsions  may  be  the  lirst  symptoms  of  tumor,  and  when 
they  occur  in  advanced  life  tiiere  is  always  occasion  for  sus])icion.  Several 
writers  have  agreed  that  convulsions  and  other  symptoms  are  the  result  of 
irritation  of  parts  adjacent  to  the  tumor,  and  that  they  may  vary  in  ap- 
pearance and  severity  in  proportion  to  the  local  disturbance  created  by 
the  growth  ;  for  this  reason  convulsions  may  appear  in  the  most  irregu- 
lar manner.  Pain  is  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  persistent  symptoms. 
It  is  nearly  always  localized,  and  is  very  intense,  especially  if  the  me- 
ninges be  affected  in  any  way,  when  it  may  be  combined  with  muscular 
twitchings.  It  is  rare  for  it  to  subside  for  an  extended  period,  and  then 
reappear;  and  in  such  cases  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  growth  has 
either  expanded  in  some  other  direction,  or  that  the  tissues  have  become 
accustomed  to  its  presence  in  the  manner  suggested  by  Nicmeyer.  Pain 
aggravated  at  night  is  highly  suggestive  of  a  syphilitic  tumor. 

Photophobia  is  sometimes  a  symptom,  and  intolerance  of  noise  is  a  de- 
cided feature,  while  vertigo  is  produced  by  very  slight  irritation,  and  it  has 
been  found  in  tumors  which  injure  the  corpora  quadrigemina  that  this 
occurs  when  the  patient  closes  his  eyes.  Such  was  noticed  to  be  the  case 
in  an  example  repdrted  by  Dr.  Duffin.  This  patient,  a  man  aged  twenty- 
iive,  presented  the  following  symptoms  :  A  dragging  of  the  muscles  at  the 
back  of  the  neck,  so  that  the  head  was  pulled  downwards  and  backwards, 
unsteady  walk,  vertigo  when  eyes  were  closed,  vomiting,  frequently  slow 
and  irregular  circulation,  obscured  intelligence,  double  optic  neuritis,  de- 
fective sight,  and  finally  coma.  A  gliomatous  tumor  was  found  which  had 
destroyed  the  pineal  gland,  and  extended  into  the  optic  thalamus.  Reel- 
ing is  commonly  associated  with  vertigo,  and  is  generally  symptomatic 
of  a  growth  in  the  substance  of  the  cerebellum.  Symptoms  of  minor 
importance  are  cutaneous  antesthesia  or  hyperiesthesia,  with  tingling  or 
ibrmication  of  the  hands  or  feet.  Such  anajsthesia  may  affect  the  tract 
supplied  by  the  fifth  nerve,  while  deep  cerebral  pain  may  coexist.  Tiiis 
combination  is  almost  pathognomonic,  and  should  be  looked  upon  with 
suspicion. 

Hemiplegia,  is  not  an  uncommon  symptom,  and  may  be  sudden  when 
produced  by  the  ru[)ture  of  a  vessel ;  or  of  gradual  origin,  as  the  residt  of 
pressure  made  upon  important  parts  of  the  motor  tract  by  a  tumor  of  slow 
growth.  It  is  generally  a  late  symptom,  and  may  begin  by  paralysis  of  one 
member,  and  afterwards  of  the  other  of  the  same  side.  By  far  the  most 
interesting  paralyses  are  those  of  the  cranial  nerves,  because  of  their  value 
as  diagnostic  signs ;  and  not  only  may  tiie  optic  nerve  be  affected,  but  the 
auditory  motor  oculi,  and  even  the  fiftii,  may  suffer  an  alteration  of  func- 
tion. 
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Jackson  and  others  are  of  the  opinion  that  those  muscles  concerned 
more  in  the  execution  of  direct  voluntary  movements  are  often  affected 
in  a  'H'cater  de"-ree  than  those  whicli  perform  automatic  movements  almost 
exclusively. 

Paralysis  of  both  external  recti  muscles  occurred  in  one  of  Jackson's 
cases,  and  is,  perhaps,  on(^  of  the  most  significant  indications  of  tlie  pre- 
sence of  a  gummata.  Lateral  deviation  of  tiie  eyes  from  the  side  of  the 
lesion  is  also  a  form  of  cranial  nerve  paralysis  which  is  by  no  means  a 
rare  symptom.  In  a  case  reported  by  Afanascliiff,*  where  a  tumor  was 
found  in  tlie  right  crus,  there  was  dilatation  of  the  pupil  and  ptosis.  Par- 
tial paralysis  of  the  face,  siiowing  involvement  of  the  seventii,  and  actual 
deafness,  are  not  rare  consequences  of  injury  sustained  by  the  seventh 
nerve.'  When  the  fifth  nerve  is  affected,  as  in  one  of  Broadbent's  cases, 
there  is  generally  marked  ansBsthesia  of  the  region  supplied  by  this  nerve, 
with  difficult  mastication,  deglutition,  and  articulation.  The  most  im- 
portant changes,  however,  are  seen  at  the  fundus  oculi,  and  by  some  optic 
neuritis  is  considered  to  be  a  positive  sign  of  brain  tumor.  Russel,^  in 
the  description  of  a  very  instructive  example,  details  an  examination  of 
the  fundus.  This  may  be  considered  a  typical  case,  although  the  retinal 
appearances  were  in  an  advanced  stage.  He  found  "  loss  of  vision  com- 
plete, neuro-retinitis  of  both  eyes.  Right  disk  comparatively  invisible, 
even  its  position  not  clearly  distinguishable.  Position  of  left  disk  indi- 
cated by  short  portion  of  retinal  vessels,  which  were  visible  near  their 
point  of  convergence.  Region  around  the  disk  in  each  eye  occupied  by 
large  irregular  patches  of  hemorrhage,  some  recent,  others  undergoing 
absorption.  Only  very  small  portions  of  retinal  vessels  are  here  and  there 
visible." 

Complete  atrophy  of  the  optic  disk  is  generally  to  be  observed  in  cases 
where  the  retinitis  has  existed  for  some  time. 

Hughlings  Jackson  calls  especial  attention  to  the  fact  that  loss  of  vision 
is  not  inseparable  from  optic  neuritis,  though  complete  blindness  often 
does  occur.  He  has  seen  cases  in  which  there  was  double  optic  neuritis, 
though  the  patients  were  able  to  read  the  smallest  type.* 

A  very  important  appearance  observed  at  the  fundus,  and  known  as 
"  choked  disk"  or  "  congestion  papilla,"  is  often  produced  by  brain  tumors. 
In  fact,  when  not  a  peripheral  condition,  it  is  almost  always,  according  to 
Swanzy,*  connected  with  intracranial  tumors,  hydrocephalus,  or  menin- 
gitis ;  but  when  it  is  produced  by  these  morbid  conditions  it  is  usually 
binocular.  "  Choked  disk"  may  be  caused  by  a  tumor  in  any  part  of  the 
brain,  whether  it  be  in  the  cerebellum  or  cerebrum,  and  it  is  not  necessary 


'  Wien.  Med.  Woch.,  1870,  No.  9. 

2  H.  Jackson  does  not  believe  that  tumors  of  the  cerebrum  or  cerebellum  pro- 
duce deafness,  unless  tlie  auditory  nei-.nes  he  pressed  upon. 

*  Med.  Times  and  Gazette,  July  26,  1873. 
Royal  London  Ophthalmic  Hospital  Reports,  vol.  iv.,  18G5 

«  Signs  of  Congestive  Papilla  or  Choked  Disk  in  Intracranial  Disease  H  R 
Swunzy,  M.B.,  F.R.C.S.,  Dublin  Journ.  of  Med.  Science,  June,  1874."  ' 
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thiit  llio  optic  nerve  sliull  be  implicated  eitlier  at  its  origin  or  in  its  course. 
Another  fact  is  of  iniportiuice,  viz.,  tinit  tiie  size  of  tiie  tumor  lius  notliing 
to  do  witii  the  production  of  tiic  condition,  and  a  small  tumor  may  pro- 
duce choked  disk  as  well  as  a  large  one.  The  appearance  of  choked  disk 
is,  in  substance,  tbe  following.    The  disk  may  be  seen  to  be  prominent, 


Fi<r.  21. 


Choked  Disk.    (After  Leibrcich.) 


the  fibres  are  swollen,  and  the  papillary  region  is  sometimes  of  a  dark  red- 
disli-gray,  much  change  of  color  being  due  to  passive  effusion  and  old 
liemori-hage.  Tlie  disk  may,  in  other  cases,  be  of  a  bright  color.  Tiiere 
may  be  some  evidences  of  retinal  extravasation,  which  are  not  found  at 
any  great  distance  from  the  edge  of  the  disk,  and  Albutt'  says  not  more 
than  a  distance  of  the  radius  from  the  edge.  The  margin  of  the  disk  is 
concealed  by  infiltration  and  by  vascularity,  which  give  it  a  "  mossy" 
appearance.  The  central  radiating  appearance  resembles  very  much  a 
scintillating  body,  while  the  retinal  veins  are  distended  and  tortuous,  are 
quite  serpentine  in  their  course,  and  they  may  even  be  varicose. 

I  cannot  agree  with  Albutt,  who  considers  the  recognition  of  any  prom- 
inence of  the  disk  a  difficult  matter,  and  I  think  that  this  is  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  ophthalmologists. 

Speech  is  generally  involved  at  some  time  or  other,  and  psychical  trou- 
bles of  all  kinds,  but  more  frequently  the  asthenic  forms,  make  their 
appearance.  There  is  often  a  condition  of  hebetude  and  stupidity  which 
is  supposed  to  symptomatize  a  tumor  in  the  posterior  lobes,  or  there  may 
be  mental  decay  of  a  most  gi-ave  character.  Delusions,  loss  of  inemory, 
change  of  temper,  suicidal  tendencies,  .and  various  perversions  of  intelli- 
gence may  occur  in  any  case. 


'  The  Ophthalmoscope,  etc.,  1871,  p.  55. 
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A  feature  of  cerebellar  tumor,  whicli  I  find  was  also  observed  by  Caton, 
was  the  assumption  by  the  patient  of  the  erect  [losition  as  a  means  of  relief 
from  the  nausea  and  desire  to  vomit.  Tliis  autiior,'  in  reporting  a  case  of 
cerebellar  tumor,  alludes  to  the  inability  of  his  patient  to  regulate  his 
visual  coordination  ;  and  tiiis  seems  perfectly  reasonable  Avhen  we  consider 
the  paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  the  eyeball,  and  the  diplopia,  amblyopia, 
and  otlier  disturbances  of  visual  regulation. 

Tlie  case  of  Miss  F.  is  in  some  ways  instructive,  although  it  lacks 
completeness,  as  it  does  not  contain  the  report  of  an  autopsy,  the  patient 
being  still  alive  (Oct.  IG,  1877)  : — 

Miss  F.,  aged  37,  U.  S.,  school  teacher;  was  sent  to  me  by  Dr. 
Richard  F.  Derby,  in  July,  1876.  Seven  months  ago  her  present  trouble 
began  witli  weakness  of  vision,  for  Avhich  she  consulted  Dr.  Derby,  of 
Boston,  who  adopted  Dyerization  as  a  means  of  treatment.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1876,  she  began  to  complain  of  severe  localized  headache  on  the  left 
side  of  tlie  head.  This  symptom  was  constant  for  three  months,  and  to- 
wards the  end  of  this  period  a  gradual  hypera3Sthesia  of  the  entire  left  side 
developed  itself,  which  is  now  present.  It  is  more  decided  for  three  or 
four  days  at  a  time,  when  there  is  a  lull.  There  is  also  strabismus,  which 
attends  the  paroxysms  of  acute  head  pain,  which  once  in  a  Avhile  recur. 
In  December,  1876,  there  was  some  vomiting,  which  did  not  have  any 
connection  with  the  fulness  or  emptiness  of  the  stomach.  There  is  no  loss 
of  motor  power  in  the  upper  extremity  of  either  side,  but  the  left  leg  and 
foot  are  rather  weak,  and  there  is  some  awkwardness  in  progression,  the 
toe  dragging  slightly.  Slight  impairment  of  electro-muscular  contractility 
of  muscles  of  leg  and  thigh.  Dynamometer  on  left  side,  9  ;  on  right,  12. 
Slight  ptosis  of  left  eye,  occasional  diplopia. 

Dr.  Derby's  record  of  the  examination  of  her  eyes  :  "  Neuro-retinitis 
0.  u.,  with  great  reduction  of  vision  o.  s.  ;  moderate  reduction  o.  d."  The 
patient  hears  subjective  rushing  sounds  on  left  side.  Is  slightly  hysteri- 
cal, and  suffers  from  menstrual  irregularities.  She  gives  no  history  of  any 
traumatism,  no  blow  or  fall,  nor  previous  illness.  Her  mother  and  father 
are  living,  but  of  decided  nervous  temperament;  paternal  aunt  and  some 
of  mother's  connections  are  insane.  Maternal  grandmother  and  her 
brother  died  of  phthisis.  The  patient  has  had  night-sweats,  and  some 
pulmonary  symptoms.    There  is  no  specific  liistory. 

Upon  a  previous  visit  she  stated  that  there  was  great  formication  in  the 
sole  of  the  right  foot.  She  afterwards  went  to  her  home  in  Vermont,  wlien 
I  lost  sight  of  her,  but  have  subsequently  heard  of  the  advance  of  her 
symptoms. 

Mortid  Anatomy — Without  attempting  any  classification,  I  will 
briefly  allude  to  those  forms  of  intra-cranial  growth  most  often  met 
with.  Probably  that  Avhich  is  most  common  is  Tubercle.  Among  youn"- 
children  tubercle  is  found  sometimes  in  masses  of  considerable  size;  and, 
according  to  Wilks,  the  cerebellum  is  its  most  familiar  seat.  It  is  found 
as  a  cheesy  accumulation  of  dirty  green  color,  and  very  rarely  has  the  gray- 
ish appearance  of  the  deposit  been  found  in  other  parts  of  the  body.  These 


'  London  Lancet,  Oct.  31,  1875. 
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masses  iwc  riitlier  diy,  uiid  .Iccidedly  iioii-viisculiir,  and  if  a  collection  lias 
been  arrested  in  its  grovvtli  will  be  found  to  be  encysted,  and  may  be 
readily  removed.  If  of  progressive  growth,  the  limits  of  the  deposit  are 
blended  with  the  surrounding  brai7i-substanc(;,  and  of  a  consistency  like 
cold,  white  glue.  Tuberculous  masses  are  rarely  single,  but  generally 
invade  several  regions  in  tlie  same  brain,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  give 
any  very  satisfactory  table  which  will  throw  light  upon  the  question  of 
distribution.' 

Fox,  in  speaking  of  Jaccoud's  observation,  says  :  "  I  much  jjrefer  Jac- 
coud's  account  of  these  tubercles.  They  occupy  the  white  and  the  gray 
substance  equally,  and  present  themselves  under  the  form  of  small  isolated 
circumscribed  nuisses,  varying  in  number  from  one  to  twenty,  and  seldom 
exceeding  the  latter.  Their  volume  is  in  inverse  ratio  to  their  number. 
Pretty  often  they  are  the  size  of  a  cherry,  at  other  times  they  scarcely 
exceed  the  size  of  a  grain  of  wheat.  As  to  the  colossal  masses  which 
attain  to  the  magnitude  of  a  hen's  egg,  they  result  from  the  confluence  and 
fusion  of  several  spots  originally  distinct. "'^ 

They  are  sometimes  separated  from  the  nervous  substance  by  a  sheath 
of  connective  tissue  and  bloodvessels.  In  this  connective  tissue,  which 
is  well  filled  with  vessels,  according  to  Virchow,'  the  new  granules  are 
formed,  and  are  impacted  with  the  central  mass,  and  become  cheesy. 
When  the  process  stops,  the  growth  is  found  to  be  surrounded  by  a  tough 
fibrous  coat,  which  is  sometimes  very  hard,  and  even  calcified  in  old  cases. 

Ogle*  has  reported  a  case  where  the  tuberculous  mass  had  broken  down, 
so  that  it  was  soft  and  pultaceous.  In  the  younger  subjects  tubercle  is 
generally  found  in  other  parts  of  the  body. 

Cancerous  growths  in  the  brain,  which  seem  to  affect  those  of  ad- 
vanced age,  take  much  the  same  form  that  they  do  in  other  parts  of  the 
body.  Encephaloid  and  scirrhus  are  the  commoner  foi-ms,  though  melano- 
mata  are  occasionally  found. 

The  investing  membranes  may  all  be  the  seat  of  cancer,  but  notably 
the  pia  mater  and  the  bony  walls  of  the  cranium  are  its  starting-points. 


'  Grasset*  has  classified  brain  tumors:  1.  Those  of  the  embryonic  tissue  (tissu 
embryonnaire).  These  are  the  Sarcomata — a.  Soft  sarcoma  ;  b.  Sarcoma /lecro- 
_(7^i7ue  (glioma)  ;  c.  Sarcoma  aii^to^ii^i^ite  (or  psammoina).  He  considers  that 
the  terms  glioma  and  psammoma  are  improperly  used;  that  the  first  term  suggests 
more  the  consistence  rather  than  the  character  of  the  tumor.  2.  Those  of  the 
connective  tissue,  which  are — a.  Myxoma  ;  b.  Fibroma  ;  c.  Lipoma  ;  d.  Carci- 
noma;  e.  Melanoma.  3.  Those  of  the  cartilaginous  tissue.,  Chondroma.  4. 
Those  of  the  osseous  tissue.  Osteoma.  5.  Those  of  the  epithelial  tissue,  Papil- 
loma. 6.  Those  of  the  nercous  tissue,  Neuroma.  7.  Tubercle.  8.  Syphilitic 
Tumors.    9.  Parasitic  tinnors  (Hydatids),  Aneurism.    10.  Abscesses. 

^  F ox,  op.  cit.,  p.  151. 

3  Cellular  Pathology,  p.  523. 

•*  Articles  in  Br.  and  For.  Med.-Chir.  Review,  1864  and  1865. 


*  Maladies  du  Systeme  Nerveux,  Paris  and  Montpellier,  1878,  p.  302. 
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In  this  ciiso  the  cancerous  mass  grows  in\yar(ls,  where  it  meets  less 
resistance,  while  cancer  of  tiie  bruin  itself  grows  outwards.  Cancerous 
masses  are  occasionally  very  large,  and  in  one  of  Russel's  cases  (to  which 
allusion  has  already  been  made)  the  cancerous  mass,  wliich  occupied  the 
riglit  parietal  region,  weighed  six  ounces  and  a  halt".  These  tumors  pre- 
sent the  same  characteristics  wliich  tliey  possess  in  otlicr  regions.  Tiie 
euceplialoid  variety  is  very  vascular ;  the  scirrhus  not  so  much  so,  and  is 
quite  hard.    The  carcinomatous  growth  presents  the  usual  appearance  of 


Fig.  22.  Fig.  23. 


Tubercular  Deposit  about  Vessel.  Sari 


cells  contained  in  the  alveoli  of  a  fibrous  network  or  stroma.  It  may  ex- 
ist alone  as  an  intracranial  growth,  or  coexist  witli  cancer  of  other  or"-ans. 


Fig.  24. 


Fig.  25. 


Psammonia. 


The  cancerous  growth  invades  the  cerebral  substance,  though  generally 
the  dura  mater  and  the  other  meninges  may  be  the  parts  at  first  afiected. 
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Syphilis  very  often  produces  clmnges  in  the  contents  of  the  cranium 
whicli  are  quiti^  forniiduhlo.  Of  ditrused  infiltration  I  will  not  speuk,  but  of 
those  grovvtiis  l^nown  as  f/ummata,  or  "gummy  tumors."  The  meninges 
and  cortex  cerebri  are  commonly  the  parts  which  iavor  the  syphilitic 


Euceplialoid.  Glioma. 


deposits,  though  deeper  regions  may  very  often  be  invaded  by  the  trans- 
lucent reddish-gray  tumors  of  specific  origin.  The  interior  is  sometimes 
jelly-like  and  soft,  and  contains  minute  red  points,  while  the  periphery 
is  hard  and  fibrous.  The  tumor  proper  appears  to  be  separated  from  the 
surrounding  brain  substance  by  this  fibrous  covering,  though  there  is 
always  infiltration  into  the  parts  adjacent.  Syphilitic  growths  are  rarely 
single,  and  I  have  seen  a  number  of  them  in  the  same  brain.  Beneath 
the  microscope  the  tumor  seems  composed  of  round  cells  about  the  size 
of  white  corpuscles,  containing  a  single  nucleus.  These  round  cells 
occupy  the  centre  of  the  mass,  while  the  outer  portion  is  composed  of  a 
network  of  connective  tissue  containin£>;  irregular  cells.'  The  dura  mater 
is  very  commonly  the  point  of  origin.  This  case,  for  the  history  of  which 
I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Ryan,  was  diagnosed  by  him  during  life.  The 
patient  was  in  the  service  of  Dr.  Mason. 

William  Browning,  £et.  32,  native  of  the  United  States,  boatman  by 
occupation,  married,  was  admitted  to  the  Paralytic  and  Epileptic  Hospital 
of  Blackwell's  Island,  on  March  13,  1877. 

The  patient  says  he  has  always  been  a  hard  drinker.  Had  been  a  very 
healthy  man  up  to  seven  years  ago,  when  he  contracted  syphilis,  and  has 
since  that  period  been  subject,  from  time  to  time,  to  outbreaks  of  the  dis- 


'  The  syphilitic  gi-owth  may  sometimes  be  mistaken  for  that  of  a  tuberculous 
nature.  Niemcyer  has  reminded  us,  however,  "  that  in  syphiloma  the  passage 
from  the  cheesy  centre  to  tlie  broad,  grayish- white  peripheral  zone  is  very  gradual, 
while  in  infiltrated  growing  tuborculi  these  zones  follow  each  other  more  closely, 
and  in  tubercules  that  can  be  turned  out  tliey  do  not  exist." 
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ease  in  its  tertiary  form.  Two  years  ago  he  liad  a  convulsive  attack, 
whicli  occurred  at  iiiglit  ;  after  wliicii  lie  was  out  of  his  mind  ibr  three 
weeks.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  subject  to  one  or  two  attacks  occur- 
ring every  month.  Since  admission,  the  patient  had  lour  epileptiform  fits, 
characterized  by  clonic  spasms,  a  confused  and  perturbed  condition  of  the 
mental  faculties,  but  no  distinct  loss  of  consciousness.  A  premonitory 
feeling  of  great  terror  was  always  experienced  about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes 
prior  to  the  convulsion,  and  this  sense  of  dread  remained  for  some  time 
after  each  fit;  these  seizures  being  always  followed  by  intense  headache 
and  debility,  whicii  generally  lasted  I'or  several  days.  The  patient's  sight 
liad  failed  greatly  for  the  last  year ;  unfortunately  no  ophthalmoscopic 
examination  was  made.  His  memory,  he  said,  was  getting  very  much 
impaired,  and  any  mental  occupation  caused  violent  headache. 

April  28,  the  date  of  his  last  attack,  he  had  been  in  bed,  complaining 
of  severe  pains  in  the  head,  referred  chiefly  to  the  frontal  region  of  the 
right  side.  This  pain  was  always  greater  at  night ;  the  patient  complained 
of  no  other  trouble,  with  the  exception  of  great  weakness  and  anorexia, 
imtil  about  May  5,  when  slight  paralysis  of  the  muscles  on  the  right  side 
of  the  face  was  noticed,  especially  of  the  orbicularis  palpebrarum.  There 
was  also  a  distinct  loss  of  muscular  power  in  the  left  upper  extremity, 
whicli  was  colder  to  the  touch  than  the  right,  and  the  pulse  of  the  affected 
limb  was  feeble  and  compressible.  On  May  14  the  patient  became  some- 
what delirious,  and  remained  so  till  the  time  of  his  death.  On  the  17tli  he 
began  to  cough,  and  expectorated  a  great  quantity  of  sero-mucous  fluid. 
Mucous  and  subcrepitant  rales  were  heard  over  all  tiie  anterior  surface  of 
both  lungs  ;  a  change  in  the  pulse  and  temperature,  Avhich  had  ])reviously 
remained  normal,  was  now  noticed;  the  former  being  130,  and  the  tem- 
perature 103°.  Herpes  appeared  on  the  forehead  and  lips.  On  the 
morning  of  the  18th,  patient  was  in  a  semi-comatose  condition.  Pulse 
160,  temperature  104°.    He  died  at  2  o'clock  P.  M.  of  same  day. 

Autopsy  twenty-four  hours  after  death.  Rigor  mortis  jiassing  off;  body 
somewhat  emaciated ;  suggillation  of^  posterior  portion  of  body.  Ohl 
cicatrices  (large)  over  left  tibia,  also  several  smaller  ones  scattered  over 
exterior  and  upper  portions  of  body. 

Head  :  The  dura  mater  is  markedly  thickened  over  portion  of  the  parie 
tal  bone  of  right  side  adjacent  to  temporal  bone,  and  is  also  adherent  to 
a  tumor  beneath  in  the  brain-substance.  On  three  jjoints  on  inner  sur- 
face of  parietal  bone  (right)  are  spots  of  necrosis,  the  size  of  a  dime, 
which  involve  the  inner  table.  The  dura  can  easily  be  separated  from 
the  bone,  but  not  from  the  surface  of  the  tumor.  This  tumor  is  three 
inches  from  above  downwards,  and  two  and  one-lialf  inches  from  before 
backwards.  It  is  firm,  and  of  a  yellowish  color.  The  brain-substance 
directly  beneath  it  is  the  seat  of  softening  (inflam.),  while  beyond  this 
point,  and  extending  in  a  direct  line  to  optic  thalamus  of  right%ide,  the 
brain-substance  is  softened  and  diffused.  The  outer  border  of  posterior 
portion  of  optic  thalamus  is  in  the  same  condition,  while  the  menino-es  and 
vessels  are  normal.  ° 

Thorax :  Lungs.  Bands  of  adhesion  on  right  side,  ami  a  few  at  apex  of 
left.  In  the  lower  lobe  of  right  are  numerous  spots  of  lobular  pneumonia  in 
gray  stage.  On  anterior  nuirgin  of  right  lung  some  em])hvsema,  a,nd  also 
at  apex  of  left  lung.  Otherwise  both  hmgs  show  marked  'hypostatic  con- 
gestion and  (cdema. 

Heart  soft  and  Habby.    Seat  of  post-mortem  decomposition. 
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Abdomen:  Liver  increased  in  length;  evidences  of  peri-hepatitis.  On 
surface  of  liver  iire  seen  several  old  eiciitrices,  which  dip  down  into  liver 
substunce.  The  parenchyma  in  patches  is  softened  and  fatty  (syphilitic 
liver  ?). 

Spleen  increased  in  size.  Capsules  thickened  in  patches  ;  parenchyma 
diffluent. 

Kidneys  about  normal  size.  On  stripping  capsule  it  brings  away  por- 
tion of  kidney  tissue.  Surface  appears  granular,  and  in  some  points  shows 
lobulation.  Section  shows  tubules  swollen,  and  of  yellowish  color.  There 
appear  to  be  about  normal  relations  between  cortical  and  pyramidal  por- 
tions.   Pelvis  and  ureters  normal. 

Bladder,  stomach,  and  intestines  normal. 

Parasitic  Growths  (Hydatids  and  Cysticerci)  Hydatids  are  always 

contained  in  a  delicate  cyst  (except  when  they  occupy  the  lateral  ven- 
tricles), and  there  may  be  several  in  the  same  capsule.  The  cysts  are  of 
variable  size,  and  sometimes  attain  the  magnitude  of  a  fair-sized  orange 
(Reynolds).  They  are  occasionally  very  large,  and  the  centre  of  either 
hemisphere  seems  to  be  their  common  site.  Cysticerci,  which  are  very 
small,  and  are  sometimes  contained  in  cysts,  rarely  exceed  the  size  of  a 
large  marble,  but  are,  however,  more  often  found  uninvested,  and  they 
may  be  from  one  to  several  hundred  in  number.  They  prefer  the  cor- 
tex, and  are  often  found  beneath  the  pia  mater.  It  seems  to  me  that 
these  would  be  among  the  most  interesting  cases  for  the  observation  of 
irritation  of  the  motor  centres ;  usually,  however,  there  are  very  slight  in- 
dications of  their  presence. 

Romberg,  Avhile  making  some  experiments,  found  that  the  existence  of 
cysticerci  in  the  cerebelli  of  several  sheep  accounted  for  the  pecuKar  roll- 
ing convulsions  that  he  had  observed. 

Cysts,  which  are  not  the  secondary  result  of  softening  or  hemorrhagic 
disease,  are  very  rare,  and  are  not  usually  lai-ger  than  pin-heads. 

Gliomata,  which  are  directly  formed  from  the  connective  tissue,  are 
more  common  in  the  posterior  lobes  and  in  the  cerebellum  than  in  any 
other  locality.    The  soft  and^rm  are  the  two  varieties. 

G.  L.  C,  a3t.  26,  of  nervous  tempei-ament ;  general  health  good; 
parents  both  alive  ;  no  nervous  tendency  ;  never  had  syphilis.  Four  years 
ago  the  patient  became  irritable  and  morose,  and  continued  so  till  January, 
1873.  He  then  devoted  himself  to  hard  study,  and  rarely  took  exercise 
or  amusement.  Two  months  afterwards  he  became  debilitated,  and  had 
attacks  of  vomiting,  which  occurred  in  the  morning,  and  were  relieved 
somewhat  by  the  upright  position.  In  the  following  April  a  loss  of  steadi- 
ness of  the  lower  limbs  was  noticed.  He  reeled,  and  a  sudden  fright  would 
cause  him  to  fall.  He  no  longer  went  alone  on  the  street ;  when  he  did 
so,  he  reeled,  staggered,  and  felt  conscious  that  he  was  the  object  ot 
.curiosity.  His  face  became  congested,  and  his  nose  very  red,  although 
his  habits  were  very  good.  He  went  to  the  seashore,  but  nevertheless 
grew  worse,  and  derived  no  benefit  from  the  change.  About  this  time 
diplopia  troubled  him,  and  he  tried  various  devices  to  correct  this  visionary 
difficulty,  such  as  shutting  one  eye  and  looking  across  his  nose  with  the 
other,  but  without  relief.  In  August,  violent  headache  developed  itself, 
and  vomiting  was  frequent.   He  could  not  look  up  or  throw  his  head  back 
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witliout  (li/ziness  iind  pain.   Cathartics  and  local  blisters  did  no  permanent 
good,  nor  did  the  bromides.  . 

May  1875.  Tiie  patient  presents  the  same  symptoms.  He  is  very 
mnch  tronbled  by  lieadache,  whicli  is  paroxysmal.  He  staggers  wildly, 
and  his  vision  is  not  improved.  On  tlie  day  before  his  deatli  he  went  to 
see  some  friends,  and  on  his  return  complained  of  a  terebrating  pain  in  the 
back  of  liis  head.  He  went  to  bod,  and  slept,  under  the  influence  of 
chloral  hydrate.  AViien  his  wife  awoke  in  the  morning,  she  found  him 
dead.  He  had  evidently  died  without  any  convulsions,  or  she  would  have 
been  aroused.  The  niglit  before  his  death  tliere  Avas  some  mania,  and  he 
shouted  words  of  the  dift'erent  languages  lie  spoke— German,  French, 
Italian — in  a  confusing  jargon. 

At  no  time  was  there  impairment  of  speech  or  deglutition  ;  there  were 
never  ptosis,  deafness,  loss  of  smell  or  taste.  Taralysis  was  never  observed, 
nor  were  there  convulsions  of  any  kind. 

Autopsy  eight  (?)  hours  after  death.  The  scalp  was  cut  through,  and 
the  exposed  surfaces  were  almost  black  with  blood.  On  removing  the 
bone  the  meninges  were  found  hyperajmic  to  a  marked  degree,  the  spaces 
were  engorged  beneath  the  arachnoid,  and  in  the  ventricles  was  a  large 
amount  of  yellowish  fluid,  the  former  being  puffed  out  by  the  serum 
under  the  surface  Nothing  unusual  was  noticed  in  the  hemispheres 
beyond  the  hyperemia  before  alluded  to,  and  careful  slicing  of  the  basal 
ganglia  revealed  nothing  of  importance.  The  texture  of  the  nervous  sub- 
stance was  normal.  At  the  base  of  the  brain  a  very  different  state  of 
affiiirs  was  found  to  exist.  From  before  backwards  there  were  evidences 
of  acute  inflammatory  action,  the  left  side  more  particularly  being  the  seat 
of  softening.  The  right  crus  of  the  optic  commissure  was  very  much  dis- 
organized. Thei'e  was  a  well-organized  membrane,  very  pink  and  net-like, 
which  extended  over  the  inferior  surface,  one  band  binding  down  the  left 
root  of  the  optic  commissure. 

Beneath  the  lining  membrane  of  the  fourth  ventricle,  at  a  point  beneath 
the  lower  and  anterior  part  of  the  cerebellum,  was  an  effusion,  with  soft- 
ening of  this  organ.  This  membrane  was  bellied  out,  and  had  evidently 
produced  death  by  direct  pressure  upon  the  calamus  scriptorius. 

At  a  point  coi-responding  to  the  middle  of  the  lower  vermiform  process 
of  the  cerebellum  was  a  small  hard  tumor,  about  two  centimetres  in  length, 
one  and  a  half  in  breadth,  and  the  same  in  thickness,  which,  when  cut, 
disclosed  a  red  jelly-like  centre,  and  a  hard  fibrous  exterior,  resembling, 
somewhat,  a  syphilitic  growth.  The  line  of  demarcation  between  the 
healthy  tissue  and  the  circumference  of  the  tumor  was  very  well  marked. 
Beneath  the  microscope  Dr.  E.  G.  Janeway  and  I  found  it  to  be  a  glioma 
of  the  firmer  kind,  there  being  a  fibrous  structure  containing  the  charac- 
teristic cells. 

After  hardening  pieces  of  the  cerebellum  and  the  medulla  oblongata,  I 
examined  them  microscopically.  The  evidences  of  disorganization  of  the 
nervous  elements  at  the  nuclei  of  the  vagus  were  apparent.  Tlie  nerve- 
cells  were  deprived  of  their  processes,  and  the  nerve-tubes  were  broken. 
The  sections  of  the  cerebellum  were  made  contiguous  to  the  tumor,  and 
here  I  found  considerable  thickening  of  the  neuroglia  and  disappearance 
of  nerve-tissue,  while  the  vessels  were  very  much  increased  in  size. 

Amyloid  bodies,  connective  tissue  cells  and  vessels  are  found  to  compose 
these  tumors,  which  may  sometimes  attain  a  diameter  of  several  inches. 
The  peri-vascular  spaces  are  filled  witii  adventitious  matter,  and  the  calibre 
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of  tlie  vessels  is  very  imicli  reduced.  Tliese  growths  may  undergo  fatty 
degeneration  or  absorption.  The  hard  varieties,  I  tliink,  predominate, 
and  they  are  very  easy  to  recognize. 

Papillomata,  both  of  tlie  vessel  and  meninges,  are  not  uncommon. 

Myxomata,  which  Jaccoud  describes  as  having  their  source  of  origin 
from  the  splieno-oeci])ital  sntni-e,  are  quite  rare,  as  are  Lipomata,  The 
former  are  usually  of  large  size,  have  a  gelatinous  appearance,  and  at 
times  are  cloudy.  Tlie  latter  consist  of  large  cells  filled  with  fat,  and  are 
transparent  and  shining. 

Sarcomata  may  be  met  with  as  soft  masses,  Avhich  contain  "fusiform 
bodies,  nuclei,  and  vessels,"  or  else  round  cells  closely  packed.  They  are 
lobulated,  and,  when  cut,  present  a  pinkish-gray  and  softened  surface,  and 
sometimes  contain  central  fluid.  The  soft  sarcoma,  according  to  Grasset, 
is  found  among  young  cliildren  in  the  deeper  parts  of  the  brain,  and  remains 
dormant  for  some  time,  not  giving  rise  to  any  symptoms,  tlie  cells  being 
usually  round  ("  globo-cellulaire").  With  fatty  degeneration  the  tumor 
may  undergo  a  change,  so  that  it  resembles  the  yellow  plates  in  cerebral 
softening.  It  usually  has  a  surrounding  vascular  network,  and  is  easily 
separated  from  the  brain-substance. 

Fibrous  tumors  are  quite  rare,  but  are  sometimes  met  with.  Lebert  has 
seen,  in  one  case,  seventeen  small  fibrous  tumors  upon  the  ependyma  of 
the  lateral  ventricle,  varying  from  the  size  of  a  pea  to  that  of  a  small 
cherry-stone.  These  tumors  are  of  a  white  color  and  globular  shape,  and 
they  are  separated  from  the  healthy  brain-tissue  by  a  space  in  which  the 
vessels  are  enlarged.  They  are  easily  enucleated,  and  quite  hard  and 
dense.^ 

Aneurisms. — One  of  the  most  interesting  and  important  forms  of  intra- 
cranial growths  are  those  of  a  vascular  character.  I  have  taken  occasion  to 
refer  to  the  smaller  aneurisms  described  by  Bouchard  and  Charcot,  the  so- 
called  miliary  aneurisms,  which  are  of  minute  size  ;  but  large  aneurisms, 
arising  from  such  arteries  as  the  middle,  anterior  and  posterior  cerebral, 
basilar,  and  communicating  arteries,  may  be  even  an  inch  in  diameter. 
These,  with  miliary  aneurisms  of  small  size,  are  generally  found  to  coexist 
in  the  brain.  Gougenheim'^  has  found  that  aneurism  of  the  basilar  artery 
was  much  more  common  than  any  other  form,  and  that  of  sixty-eight  cases 
seventeen  were  of  this  artery.  It  is  rare,  however,  that  the  disease  can  be 
diagnosed  during  life,  and  but  two  or  three  cases  have  been  reported  where 
their  presence  was  recognized  by  symptoms,  and  afterwards  verified  by  an 
autopsy.  One  of  these  cases  was  reported  by  Coe,"  another  by  Holmes,* 
and  a  third  by  Humble.^ 

An  interesting  case  of  cerebellar  aneurism  is  reported  by  Bristowe  : — 

J.  B.,  a  lighterman,  let.  oG,  was  admitted  on  the  2Gth  of  October,  18.58, 


'  Anat.  Path.,  vol.  ii.  p.  71. 

Gougenheini,  Dub.  Jourii.  of  Med.  Sci.,  Nov.  1870. 
•■'  Assoeiiition  Med.  Jonrnal,  Nov.  1855.  *  System  of  Surgery. 

^  Lancet,  Oct.  2,  1875. 
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for  an  attack  of  ae.nte.  rheumatism  (gout?).  No  dist.nct  accoun  of  the 
^JZl  duration  of  his  illness  was  obtained  F.ve  days  a  ter  admissmn 
L  complained  of  severe  epigastric  pain,  and  had  ^  ^'  ^^^J 

afterwards  he  became  comatose,  and  continued  so  until  hi.,  death,,  ^^lnch 
took  nlaco  on  the  2d  of  November,  . ,     , ,  ,  e  „ 

PoTmorte>n  Exanunation.-^rh.v.  was  a  considerable  amount  of  serum 
both  on  the  surface  and  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  ;  and  much  athero- 
n.atous  and  earthy  deposit  in  the  arteries  at  the  base  and  their  branches. 
It.  the  right  corpus  striatum  was  a  small  apoplectic  cyst  but  in  other 
respects  the  brain-substance  appeared  healthy.  In  the  substance  ol  the 
ri-l.t  hemisphere  of  the  cerebellum  was  accidentally  discovered  an  aneu- 
rism about  twice  as  large  as  a  grain  of  wheat ;  it  was  irregularly  fusiform  ; 

Fig.  28. 


Cerfibellar  Aneurism.  (Bristowe.) 


its  parietes  were  thickened  and  hardened  with  atheromatous  and  earthy 
deposit,  and  it  gave  off  several  partly  ossified  branches,  each  about  half  a 
line  in  diameter.  Its  anterior  extremity  was  continuous  with  a  thin 
walled  healthy  vessel,  having  between  one-third  and  one-half  the  calibre 
of  the  aneurism  itself,  and  found  to  be  a  branch  of  the  right  superior  cere- 
bellar artery.    Gouty  indications  were  found  at  different  points. 

Occasional  intracranial  growths  are  the  psammomata  which  are  found 
as  sandy  little  bodies  scattered  over  the  dura  mater,  and  have  a  calcare- 
ous formation,  feel  gritty  when  rubbed  beneath  the  fingers,  and  may  be 
crumbled.  Examined  microscopically  with  a  low  power  they  may  be 
found  to  consist  of  small,  compact,  round  bodies,  imbedded  usually  in  the 
dura  mater. 

Cholesteatoma,  or  pearly  tumors,  which  are  composed  chiefly  of  choles- 
terine,  stearine,  and  degenerated  epithelium  contained  in  an  investing 
membrane,  are  occasionally  present  in  the  brain.    The  latter  growths  are 
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generally  found  uttached  to  the  meninges  or  cranial  bones,  and  are  nearly 
always  siii)erlicial. 

The  literature  of  intracranial  bony  (jrowths  contains  much  that  is  inte- 
resting. One  case  reported  by  Vulpian  in  the  Archives  da  Physlologie 
was  remarkable  for  the  slow  development  of  an  exostosis  from  the  temporal 
bone,  which  completely  penetrated  the  Gasserian  ganglia  on  the  right  side. 
Beyond  neuralgia  of  a  severe  character,  no  other  symptoms  were  ex- 
pressed. I  have  seen  many  of  these  bony  growths,  some  of  them  even 
several  inches  in  length,  which  had  existed  for  years  without  any  mischief 
being  produced.  In  slow  growths  there  seems  to  be  an  accommodation 
of  the  brain  so  that  the  pressure  is  rarely  injurious,  and  it  is  generally  not 
till  the  exostosis  attains  some  size,  and  atrophy  or  softening  takes  place, 
that  bad  symptoms  make  their  appearance. 

A  case  whicii  was  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Janeway  at  the  Epileptic 
Hospital  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  of  which  I  have  ever  heard,  and  I 
append  his  very  viduable  record  of  the  post-mortem  examination. 

A.  T.,  aged  42  years ;  widow  ;  domestic.  Admitted  to  Hospital  De- 
cember 31,  1872.  Patient  says  that  fourteen  months  ago,  Jis  she  was 
crossing  the  Jersey  City  ferry,  she  fell  down,  and  heard  the  people  say 
that  some  one  had  had  a  fit.  When  she  came  to,  she  found  that  she 
herself  had  had  a  convulsion.  During  the  attack  slie  was  perfectly  con- 
scious of  all  that  ptissed  about  her,  and,  on  arising  and  attempting  to  tie 
her  bonnet  strings,  she  found  that  she  could  not  do  so  on  account  of  what 
she  says  was  numbness  of  the  hands  or  arms. 

April  29,  1874.  For  the  past  five  days  she  has  been  very  dizzy,  and 
has  had  headache,  and  pain  in  the  left  side  under  the  breast. 

30</«.  Is  in  bed.    Says  "  her  back  feels  as  if  it  was  breaking  in  two." 

3Iay  1.  Is  quite  weak.  Can  move  her  left  leg  somewhat,  but  not  her 
left  arm ;  her  emotions  JU'e  easily  excited ;  pulse  weak ;  temperature, 
101i°. 

2cl.  Pulse  good  ;  temperature,  101°. 

3c?.  She  lies  with  eyes  half  parted,  and  does  not  open  them  fully  when 
spoken  to.  Pupils  normal  and  respond  to  light.  Answers  questions  in  a 
slow,  whining  tone,  and  with  seeming  difficulty.  Does  not  draw  up  her 
legs  when  told,  but  they  respond  to  reflex  irritation.  The  severe  pain  in 
her  back  still  continues,  and  she  has  some  pain  under  left  breast.  Pain 
on  pressure  in  the  right  iliac  region.  Bowels  free  ;  urine  normal ;  respi- 
ration normal ;  temperature,  100°.  Is  somewhat  stupid  ;  has  great  pain 
in  back  of  her  head  ;  eyes  half  closed  ;  conjunctiva  not  very  sensitive  ; 
passes  urine  and  feces  in  bed. 

Mh.  Sleeping ;  feces  of  brown  color ;  urine  passed  in  bed  ;  respiration, 
28  ;  pulse,  88.  P.  M.  Feces  and  urine  passed  in  bed  ;  tongue  dry  and 
coated  brown.  Only  partially  protruded  tongue  when  told  to.  Eyes  half 
closed;  seems  brighter ;  respiration,  36;  pulse,  100;  temperature,  102°. 

5th.  Complains  of  pain  in  abdomen  ;  bowels  did  not  move  last  night ; 
cries  when  spoken  to ;  pain  in  back  lighter,  but  in  head  is  sharp.  Pulse, 
88;  temperature,  100°  at  11  o'clock  A.M.  P.M.  Patient  better;  urine 
highly  colored  ;  no  albumen. 

lOtli.  Still  pain  at  base  of  skull.    Temperature,  101f°. 

\2th.  Temperature,  100J°.  12  M.  Temperature,  99°  ;  headache  not 
so  severe. 
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Jane  2.  No  headache  ;  cries  M'lien  spoken  to. 

&th.  Ileadaclie  not  severe  ;  pain  in  lier  bade ;  has  passed  urine  and 
feces  in  bed  for  four  weeks  past. 
SXA.  Temperature,  1001°. 

lOth.  Lies  witii  head  turned  to  left.  Complains  of  pain  when  position 
of  head  is  changed.    Headache  is  relieved  by  bromide  of  ammonium. 

l^th.  Complains  of  no  pain.  There  appears  complete  muscular  relaxa- 
tion.   Cannot  sjjeak  without  crying. 

20M.  Patient  is  rapidly  failing.  Temperature,  103|°;  pulse,  too  rapid 
to  count;  respiration  very  quick  ;  conjunctiva  insensible;  pupils  respond 
slowly  to  light. 

2\st.  This  morning  about  tlie  same  ;  can  swallow  wine.  P.M.  Patient 
sank  gradually,  and  died  at  4.30  P.  M. 

Post-mortem  18  hours  after  death  Heart,  liver,  lungs,  spleen,  and 

kidneys  normal.  An  abscess  found  in  right  Fallopian  tube  containing 
about  5ij  of  pus.    Eigor  mortis  not  well  marked. 

Skull. — On  removing  skullcap,  an  outgrowth  of  bone  is  noticeable  on 
the  right  side,  near  the  central  line,  just  posterior  to  the  groove  for  the 
middle  meningeal  artery.  The  growth  is  nearly  two  inches  long,  and 
one  inch  wide  ;  raised  about  ^  of  an  inch  from  internal  surface.  The  dura 
mater  was  pretty  firmly  attached  at  this  place,  and  little  pieces  were  left 
attached  to  the  exostosis.  There  is  another  bony  projection  (small)  just 
back  of  the  middle  meningeal  artery,  at  the  inferior  angle  of  the  parietal 
bone.  Otherwise  interior  of  skull  appears  normal.  The  lowest  first  (1st) 
is  situated  just  anterior  to  the  fissure  of  Sylvius,  |  inch  below  posteriorly, 
and  ^  inch  from  above  downwards.  Elevation,  -j-fths  of  an  inch.  This 
has  produced  a  corresponding  depression  and  flattening  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  lower  end  of  the  transverse  coiivolution  of  the  anterior  lobe. 
Two  smaller  ones  are  situated  one  just  ^  of  an  inch  above  it,  the  other  ^ 
inch  above,  and  about  \  anteriorly.  They  are  nearly  half  an  inch  apart, 
the  posterior  being  the  longer,  and  about  -^^th.  of  an  inch  in  diameter. 
Elevation,  -J-^  inch. 

Around  the  first  large  tumor  three  small  ones  exist ;  the  second  small 
one  is  about  one-third  the  size  of  the  first.  A  bridge  of  new  formation 
connects  this  with  the  two  already  described.  At  the  point  of  the  large 
exostosis,  a  number  of  tumors  spring  forth  from  under  surface  of  the  dura 
mater,  close  to  one  another,  averaging  1|  inch  in  diameter.  One  of  these 
tumors  is  quite  large,  and  is  sunk  in  a  depression  in  the  brain ;  the  depth 
is  f  of  an  inch,  and  it  is  an  inch  long  and  broad.  The  brain-tissue  around 
this  is  in  a  state  of  pulpy  softening.  The  diameter  of  the  softened  part  of 
brain  is  two  inches,  and  nearly  reaches  the  longitudinal  fissure,  extending 
two  inches  downwards  to  within  two  inches  of  anterior  border  of  the  brain. 
The/afe  throughout  its  extent  is  the  site  of  new  formations,  some  project- 
ing on  the  right,  others  on  the  left ;  one  very  large  one  in  front,  which  is 
1^  inch  in  length,  and  has  an  elevation  of  |gths  of  an  inch  ;  and  another 
which  dips  into  a  depression  in  the  anterior  lobe  of  left  side. 

The  pia  mater  covering  both  hemispheres  is  markedly  congested. 
Tumors  are  firai,  white,  and  yield  only  a  thin  serous  fluid  on  scraping. 

Diagnosis — It  is  a  difficult  matter,  when  we  consider  the  great 
variety  and  irregularity  in  the  appearance  of  symptoms,  to  make  always  a 
correct  diagnosis.  This  branch  of  neurology  is  undoubtedly  the  most 
puzzling,  and  I  am  inclined  to  differ  from  those  persons  who  consider  it 
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possible  to  detonnine  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  exact  location  of  a  cere- 
bral frrowtii.  The  fact  that  brain-tnniorH  are  very  often  multiple,  and  that 
secondary  lesions  are  produced,  is  enough  to  cool  the  ardor  of  tlie  most 
entliusiastie  diagnostician.  It  is  possible,  however,  to  sometimes  make  a 
very  close  diagnosis.  Localized  pain  and  convulsions,  with  optic  neuritis, 
cranial  jialsies,  and  vomiting,  suggest  very  strongly  the  proha))ility  of  tumor 
In  speiiking  of  tiie  character  of  the  paralysis,  its  gradual  ap|)earance,  and 
its  limited  field,  I  have  said  enough  to  demonstrate  that,  generally,  there 
is  no  reason  why  we  should  confuse  this  symptom  with  the  paralysis  of 
softening,  although  softening  may  sometimes  be  secondarily  jjroduced  by 
the  growth,  and  then  there  is  much  more  difficulty  in  deciding  on  the 
nature  of  the  trouble. 

It  behooves  us  to  make,  if  possible,  a  diagnosis  of  the  nature  of  the 
tumor,  and  sometimes  a  very  sliglit  circumstance  will  suggest  the  real  cha- 
racter of  the  growth. 

The  localization  of  cerebral  tumors  has  received  very  extended  conside- 
ration during  the  past  few  years.  In  the  many  cases  collected  by  Jack- 
son we  are  enabled  to  make  a  much  closer  diagnosis  than  before  his  excel- 
lent investigations  were  presented.  Ogle's  large  number  of  cases  are  more 
of  interest  in  the  light  of  morbid  anatomy,  and  as  they  are  several  hun- 
dred in  number  almost  every  variety  of  formation  is  to  be  found.  Quite 
recently  an  excellent  article  by  Petrina,  of  Prague,'  has  appeared.  His 
directions  for  localization  are  so  complete  that  I  think  it  wise  to  present 
them,  especially  as  they  are  based  upon  a  number  of  cases. 

I.  Tumors  of  the  Convexity — Clonic  spasms  limited  to  single  groups 
of  muscles  on  the  side  of  the  body  opposite  to  that  of  the  tumor ;  no  loss 
of  consciousness  ;  incomplete  hemiplegia,  constant  headache,  decided  ver- 
tigo, nervous  irritability;  amblyopia  and  disturbances  of  hearing  ;  circum- 
scribed affection  of  sensibility.  The  localization  of  circumscribed  motorial 
disorders  is  not  definite,  and  can  be  only  limited  at  present  to  the  region 
of  the  anterior  and  posterior  central  convolutions. 

II.  Tumors  of  the  Anterior  Lobes  Frontal  headache;  the  intellectual 

sphere  being  involved  (?,  A.  McL.  H.)  there  will  be  often  psychical  disturb- 
ances, with  chorea  ;  paresis  or  hemiplegia  (the  former  more  frequently)  ; 
no  disorders  of  sensibility  ;  general  convulsions  with  loss  of  consciousness 
is  rare,  except  M'hen  there  is  deep  pressure  ;  visual  disturbance  and  deaf- 
ness, with  anosmia. 

III.  Tumors  of  Parietal  Lobes  Hemiplegia  on  opposite  side  preceded 

frequently  by  apoplectic  attacks  ;  aphasia  veiy  frequent  when  tumor  is 
large  enough  to  compress  the  third  frontal  convolution ;  general  convul- 
sions with  large  tumors ;  disorder  of  special  sense,  except  vision,  quite 
rare  ;  impairment  of  cutaneous  sensibility  common  ;  frontal  headache. 

IV.  Tumors  of  the  Occipital  Lobes  But  one  of  Petrina's  cases  pre- 
sented opposite  sided  paralysis  with  paralysis  of  tiie  third  nerve  on  the 


'  Viurteljahrsschrift  fuer  die  prakt.  Hcilkunde,  cxxxiii.  1.  2. 
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same  side ;  disorders  of  intcllisenco  ;  convulsions,  involvement  of  organs 
of  special  sense,  cutaneous  derangements  of  sensibility  are  mentioned 
by  Rosenthal  and  others  as  iiathognomonic  :  but  are  not  observed  by 
Petri  na. 

V.  Tmnors  of  the  Motor  Gancilia — Hemiplegia  on  opposite  side,  with 
loss  of  consciousness  and  frequent  convulsions  ;  profound  cutaneous  anass- 
thesia  when  the  internal  capsule  is  destroyed  ;  sometimes  aphasia  ;  corpus 
striatum;  complete  hemiplegia  Avith  loss  of  consciousness  and  convulsions; 
psychic  disorders  and  irritative  motor  phenomena,  such  as  tremor  and  cho- 
roid movements ;  disorders  of  organs  of  special  sense  are  rare,  with  the 
exception  of  amblyopia. 

VI.  Tumors  of  Optic  Tlialamus  Extensive  motorial  symptoms  are 

not  constant, and  general  convulsions  or  disorders  of  sensibility  are  rare. 
"According  as  the  tumor  affects  more  the  bundles  of  fibres  going  to  the 
optic  tracts  or  those  branching  out  from  the  cerebral  peduncle,  we  have 
sometimes  predominating  paralytic  phenomena  in  the  optic  nerve,  altera- 
tions of  the  pupil  and  disturbances  of  the  innervation  of  the  ocular  mus- 
cles (nystagmus,  exophthalmos)  ;  sometimes,  again,  there  are  the  most 
remarkable  vaso-motor  anomalies  of  circulation  (striking  alterations  of 
temperature,  and  cyanosis,  or  circumscribed  redness),  as  the  chief  morbid 
symptoms.  Pronounced  disorders  of  speech  (retarded  speech)  and  of  the 
intelligence  are  symptomatic  only  of  quite  extensive  tumors  in  the  thala- 
mus ;  decided  paralytic  phenomena  are  likewise  characteristic  of  simulta 
neous  destruction  of  the  peduncular  fibres,  or  of  one  of  the  motor  gan- 
glia." 

YII.  Tumors  in  or  about  the  Pituitary  Body — Somnolence,  mental 
weakness,  or  apathy;  slowness  of  speech.  Amblyopia  and  amaurosis  are 
common,  as  well  as  disorders  of  other  organs  of  special  sense.  Rosenthal 
demonstrated  that  diabetes  is  an  important  complication  of  tumor  in  this 
region. 

VIII.  Tumors  of  the  Peduncles  of  the  Cerebrum. — Vaso-motor  disor- 
ders and  anomalies  of  temperature  ;  early  paralysis  of  the  third  nerve  on 
the  same  side,  as  tremor,  occasional  vesical  paralysis  ;  opposite  hemiplegia 
with  sensory  disorders;  intelligence  unimpaired;  optic  nerve  often  in- 
volved ;  involuntary  movements  of  limbs  on  side  opposite  to  tumor. 

IX.  Tumors  of  the  Crus  Cerebelli  Intense  headache  and  vertigo,  in- 
voluntary lateral  decubitus,  rotation  of  body,  one-sided  deviation  of  axis 
of  vision,  reeling  gait,  and  tendency  to  fall ;  commonly  disturbances  of 
organs  of  special  sense.    (  Vide  Caton's  Case,  A.  McL.  H.) 

X.  Tumors  of  Cerebellum — Headache  quite  intense,  and  limited  to 
sub-occipital  region,  vertigo,  reeling  gait,  disorders  of  coordination  ; 
paresis  of  opposite  side  of  body ;  convergent  strabismus,  diminished  elec- 
tro-muscular contractility  on  sound  side  of  head. 

XI.  Tumors  of  Pons — Cross  hemiplegia  ;  ocular  paralysis  (convergent 
strabismus),  lingual  paralysis  ;  cutaneous  anaesthesia,  double  or  single,  dys- 
phagia ;  disorders  of  special  senses ;  facial  nerve  involved ;  crossed  sen- 
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soiy  troubles  ;  vaso-motor  distiirbiinces ;  vertigo ;  increased  electro-mus- 
cular contractility  of  jiarts  siipplicd  by  the  seventh  nerve  to  galvanic  cur- 
rent, but  not  to  faradic  current. 

Greisinger  has  written  quite  fully  upon  the  diagnosis  of  the  character 
of  the  growth.  He  considered  that  convulsion  with  psychical  disturbance, 
but  no  pai-alysis,  pointed  to  the  presence  of  cysticei-ci,  because  these  para- 
sit(is  infest  the  uppermost  layers  of  tlie  cortex  cerebri. 

In  one  of  Jackson's'  cases  (No.  13)  the  signs  of  an  old  iritis  enabled 
him  to  make  a  diagnosis  of  a  gumma.  Otiier  marks  of  syphilitic  disor- 
der may  be  taken  into  account.  Nodes,  old  scars,  eruptions  of  a  tertiary 
character,  and  alopecia,  as  well  as  numerous  unmistakable  symptoms,  such 
as  rheumatism,  night-sweats,  etc.,  are  confirming  points  in  diagnosis. 
Aneurism,  which  is  rare  in  early  life,  may  be  suggested  by  vertigo  and 
subjective  noises  heard  by  the  patient.  In  the  case  reported  by  Humble 
a  diagnosis  was  made  by  the  stethoscope.  Cancerous  tumors  are  very  dif- 
ficult to  diagnose,  the  age  of  the  patient  being  our  only  guide,  and  we  are 
left  absolutely  in  the  dark  in  regard  to  gliomatous  and  other  non-diathetic 
tumors,  although  some  of  the  German  writers  suggest  that  a  history  of  in- 
jury generally  precedes  the  first  named.  Tubercle  may  be  suspected  after 
a  careful  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  patient's  antecedents,  and  the  recog- 
nition of  the  physical  signs  of  deposit  in  the  lungs.  Parasitic  tumors  are 
generally  attended  by  mental  decay,  and  Hammond''  states  that  epilepti- 
form attacks  are  the  first  symptoms  of  such  trouble. 

Prognosis  Cancerous  tumors  prove  fatal  in  from  two  or  three  months 

to  a  year,  while  syphilitic  tumors  are  occasionally  retarded  in  growth,  and 
the  patient  may  ultimately  recover  under  energetic  treatment,  though 
when  left  alone  they  rapidly  increase  in  size.  I  do  not  agree  with  Ham- 
mond in  regard  to  the  chance  of  spontaneous  cure  in  aneurismal  tumors, 
and  feel  disposed  to  consider  any  cases  of  sudden  recovery  as  anomalous. 
The  progress  of  non-diathetic  growths  is  very  slow,  and  the  patient  may 
live  for  many  years,  and  finally  die  of  some  other  disease.  Gliomatous 
tumors  are  perhaps  less  formidable  than  are  others,  but  after  all  more 
depends  upon  the  site  of  the  growth  than  its  size  and  character.  Death  is 
preceded  in  most  instances  by  coma. 

Holmes  says  in  this  connection  :  "  We  know  nothing  at  present  of  the 
diagnosis  of  intracranial  aneurism,  so  that  no  treatment  can  as  j^et  be  di- 
rected specially  to  it.  And,  looking  at  the  very  free  intercommunication 
of  the  four  large  trunks  which  nourish  the  brain,  it  seems  unlikely  that 
surgical  measures  directed  to  any  one  of  them  would  procure  the  consoli- 
dation of  an  aneurism  situated  on  one  of  its  main  branches." 

Treatment. — It  has  been  my  practice  in  every  case  to  place  the 
patient  upon  an  anti-syphilitic  course  of  treatment.  The  iodide,  in  in- 
creasing doses,  U7itil  a  very  large  quantity  is  taken  during  the  day,  will 


'  Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  August  1,  1874. 
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BRAIN  TUMORS. 


203 


soiiietiines  effect  ii  cure.  I  luive  given  nierciiiy  also,  but  cannot  speak  .so 
favorably  of  its  virtues.  If  the  [juin  is  excessive,  I  use  tiie  ice-l)ag,  as 
recommended  by  Jackson,  and  find  tliat  it  gives  great  relief.  Hypodermic 
injections  are  very  useful,  and  liyoscyanius  (F.  71)  and  belladonna  (F.  70) 
also  do  good.  Galvanism  I  believe  to  be  useless.  Ligature  of  the  carotid 
has  been  employed  by  Coe  for  aneurisinal  tumors,  and  although  it  was 
successful  in  the  case  lie  reports,  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  is  not  only  u 
dangerous  but  an  uncertain  measure. 
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CHAPTER  VIT. 

DISEASliS  OF  THE  SPINAL  MENINGES. 
SPINAL  MENINGITIS. 

ACUTE  PACIIYMKNINGITIS. 

The  investing  membranes  of  the  spine  may  be  the  seat  of  chronic  or 
acute  inflammation,  together  or  singly,  tliough  there  is  generally  a  certain 
amount  of  coexisting  myelitis,  and  consequently  the  meningitis  is  not  an 
uncomplicated  condition.  In  exceptional  cases,  however,  the  dura  mater 
may  be  affected,  and  the  resulting  affection  is  known  as  Spinal  Pachy- 
meninfiitis ;  or  the  pia  mater  and  arachnoid  in  other  cases  are  the  seat  of 
such  inflammation ;  or  the  three  membranes  may  be  together  involved. 

« 

INFLAMMATION  OF  THE   SPINAL  DURA   MATER,  OR  SPINAL 
PACHYMENINGITIS. 

Michaud'  has  given  the  name  external  pachymeningitis  to  the  form 
which  results  from  pressure  made  by  diseased  vertebrae,  and  coexisting 
with  Pott's  disease,  while  other  varieties  have  been  described  as  internal 
hemorrhagic  pachymeningitis  (Meyer')  and  cervical  hypertrophic  pachy- 
meningitis (Charcot*).  The  form  described  by  Meyer  is  almost  identical 
with  that  which  involves  the  cerebral  dura  mater,  and  in  Avhich  there  are 
thickening  and  encysted  clots.  As  the  name  indicates,  the  form  described 
by  Charcot  is  confined  chiefly  to  the  cervical  portion  of  the  spinal  dm-a 
mater. 

ACUTE  AND  CHRONIC  SPINAL  MENINGITIS. 

Symptoms  This  disorder,  which  commonly  involves  all  three  mem- 
branes, is  generally  ushered  in  by  a  chill,  followed  by  elevation  of  tem- 
peratui'e;  a  hard,  full  pulse;  and  excruciating  pain.  This  pain  is  increased 
by  any  movement  the  patient  may  make.  He  tries  to  relieve  his  suffering 
by  changing  his  position  and  by  keeping  quiet,  so  that  muscular  rigidity, 
which  is  semi-voluntary,  is  often  mistaken  for  a  tetanic  spasm.  Pain 
darting  along  the  spinal  nerves  adds  all  the  more  to  his  misery,  and  his 
legs  are  forcibly  drawn  up.  Hypera3Sthesia  of  the  surface  is  generally 
present,  and  reflex  excitability  is  nearly  always  exaggerated  in  the  earlier 
stages.    The  head  is  sometimes  drawn  backwards  by  contraction  of  the 


'  Sin- la  M6ningitc,  etc.  Thfese,  Paris,  1871. 
^  IJes  Pachymeningitide,  etc.    Bonna;,  18G1. 
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post-cervical  muscles,  and  the  ai)i)eimiiice  is  presented  wliicli  is  so  well 
marked  in  cerebro-spinal  mcnin-ritis-  Should  tlie  meningitis  be  general, 
or  extend  upwards,  tlie  intercostal  and  phrenic  nerves  are  finally  involved, 
and  asphyxia  and  death  result.  Tlie  tendency  in  many  cases  is  towards 
chroiiicitv,  and  very  often  there  are  secondary  affections  of  the  cord  from 
pressure.'  The  bladder  and  rectum  frequently  suffer  to  such  a  degree  that 
involuntary  discharges  of  urine  and  feces  result,  but  the  former  sometimes 
escapes  the  involvement.  Should  the  disease  become  chronic,  it  exists  in 
a  modified  form,  the  pain  being  less  severe,  and  the  contractions  of  the 
limbs  more  marked.  The  skin  is  cold  and  hypera3sthetic,  and  reflex  exci- 
tability is  present  to  an  extraordinary  degree,  the  sligiitest  prick  of  a  pin 
being  sufficient  to  cause  violent  retraction  of  tlie  limbs.  The  muscular 
power  is  greatly  reduced,  so  that  the  individual  may  be  unable  to  take  any 
exercise.  The  bladder  trouble  is  much  more  marked  than  in  the  acute 
variety,  and  the  patient  may  find  it  necessary  to  empty  his  bladder  evei-y 
few  minutes.  Obstinate  constipation,  distension  of  the  bowels  by  wind, 
and  gastric  disturbances,  are  accompaniments.  If  the  cord  is  involved, 
there  may  be  presented  symptoms  of  meningo-myelitis,  and  thein  paralysis 
of  motion  and  sensation  becomes  marked,  and  the  muscles  undergo  atrophic 
changes. 

The  case  of  Mr.  J.  E.  is  instructive.  He  is  a  great  sportsman,  and 
up  to  four  or  five  years  ago  was  often  exposed  during  his  hunting  excur- 
sions. Four  years  ago,  daring  one  of  these,  he  lay  for  several  hours 
in  a  "battery,"  shooting  ducks.  The  weather  was  cold,  and  he  was 
directly  exposed  to  a  drizzling  rain.  On  the  same  niglit  he  was  seized 
with  a  chill,  which  lasted  for  nearly  an  hour,  and,  supposing  he  had 
"caught  cold,"  he  drank  altogether  nearly  a  tumblerful  of  whiskey.  Dur- 
ing the  night  he  became  feverish,  complained  of  pain  in  the  back,  vomited, 
and  was  delirious  throughout  the  next  day  and  the  two  following.  H's 
pain  was  excruciating,  and  the  slightest  jar  of  the  bed  caused  him  intense 
agony.  At  the  end  of  fourteen  days  he  was  moved  upon  a  mattress  to  the 
nearest  boat,  and  from  thence  to  the  railroad,  and  was  carried  to  liis 
home  by  easy  stages.  For  a  month  or  so  after,  he  was  confined  to  his 
bed,  the  pain  gradually  becoming  less  intense,  and  his  strength  returned 
by  degrees.  He  presented  himself  to  me  with  the  history  I  have  just 
detailed.  For  the  past  year  he  has  had  spinal  pain,  which  he  refers  to 
the  last  dorsal  and  upper  lumbar  vertebra3.  It  is  constant  and  worse  at 
night,  and  increased  by  pressure.  There  is  gastrodynia,  and  pains  down 
the  back  of  the  thighs,  which  seem  to  increase  after  exercise.  He  com- 
plains of  loss  of  power  in  the  legs,  and  cannot  walk  more  than  a  block  or 
two  without  being  greatly  fatigued,  and  at  night  his  legs  are  jerked  up 
during  sleep.  For  tlie  past  year  he  has  had  great  distress  and  discomfort, 
as  he  cannot  hold  his  water,  and  is  obliged  to  empty  the  bladder  every 
few  minutes.  His  bowels  are  so  constipated  that  he  finds  it  necessary  to 
use  an  injection  every  night.  Examination  revealed  pain  upon  jiressnrc 
over  the  two  lower  dorsal  vertebra;,  analgesia  and  ana\sthesia  of  the  cuta- 
neous surface  of  the  posterior  region  of  thigh.  The  glutei  muscles,  as  well 
as  the  adductors  of  the  thigh,  were  much  reduced  in  size,  and  did  not 
contract  as  powerfully  as  did  tliost;  in  the  neighborhood  wlien  subjected  lo 
electrical  stimulus.    His  abdomen  was  tympanitic  and  greatly  distended. 
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lie  luul  become  despondent  during  the  past  year,  and  neglected  his  busi- 
ness. In  iuhlilion  to  tlic  pain,  h)ss  of  jmwer,  and  the  otiier  symptoms  1 
iiave  enumerated,  there  has  been  a  sense  ot"  abdominal  constriction  al  tiie 
level  of  the  painful  point.  Damp  weather  aggravates  the  pain,  and  he  has 
])eriods  of  improvement,  when  lie  goes  to  Florida  or  some  other  warm 
region. 

SPINAL  PAOIIYMKNINOITIS. 

Symptoms — The  forms  of  pachymeningitis  cannot  be  during  life 
separated  as  a  rule.  There  may  be  no  acute  stage  whatever,  but  a 
gradual  appearance  of  symptoms  indicative  of  slowly  developed  pressure 
upon  the  cord.  The  form  described  by  Charcot'  runs  its  course  in  five  or 
six  years,  and  the  cervical  enlargement  of  the  cord  is  the  part  which  suf- 
fers the  most.  Pressui*e  is  made  upon  the  cord  itself,  and  upon  tiie  nerve- 
trunks,  so  that  partial  or  total  loss  of  function  ensues.  There  is  a  painful 
stage,  the  prem.'i^re  periode  of  Charcot,  which  lasts  several  months,  the 
pain  being  intense  at  the  back  of  the  neck  and  in  the  upper  extremities. 
With  these  pains  there  is  rigidity  of  the  upper  extremities,  and  the  head  is 
drawn  backwards  and  downwards  in  the  manner  I  have  before  described. 
There  are  in  addition  formication  and  disagreeable  sensations  in  the  upper 
extremities,  and  some  paresis,  Avhich  ultimately  increases,  so  that  the  in- 
dividual retains  but  little  power.  Charcot  has  observed  eruptions  of  bullas 
and  pemphigus  as  evidences  of  lowered  vitality.    After  this  period  there 


Fig.  29. 


Dcfornilly  of  Hand  in  Cervical  Pachymeningitis  (Cliarcot). 


is  atrophy  of  the  paralyzed  muscles,  particularly  those  innervated  by  the 
ulnar  and  median  nerves,  while  those  which  are  supplied  by  the  radial 
escape  the  atrophic  cliange,  and  deformity  often  results  which  somewhat 
resembles  the  main  en  griffe  of  progressive  muscular  atrophy.    The  prc- 


Op.  cit. 


SPINAL  PACriYMENINGlTIS. 


207 


ceding  cut  from  Charcot  represents  tlie  appciinmce  of  the  hnn.l  in  tliis 
condition. 

Contractions  of  the  paralyzed  muscles  ultimately  follow  the  paresis,  and 
the  skin  becomes  decidedly  anirsthetic,  so  muoli  so  that  a  pin  may  be  in- 
serted without  any  expression  of  suf!cring  from  the  patient.  It  is  very 
rare  for  the  lower  extremities  to  be  implicated,  and  the  medulla  seems  to 
escape  the  effects  of  the  disease,  consequently  troubles  of  deglutition  or 
respiration  are  rare.  The  hemorrhagic  or  internal  form  of  pachymenin- 
gitis runs  a  most  irregular  course,  but  the  complicating  spinal  aifections 
are  apt  to  be  much  more  marked  than  in  the  last-mentioned  variety.  The 
indications  of  internal  pachymeningitis  are  throbbing  pain  in  the  back, 
sudden  paralysis,  and  the  other  symptoms  to  which  I  have  alluded.  Tlie 
disease  is  connected  with  hemorrhages,  and  consequently  there  are  at  inter- 
vals accessions  of  fresh  symptoms. 

The  large  number  of  cases  which  were  known  as  "  syphilitic  para- 
plegia" some  years  ago  include  many  examples  of  chronic  syphilitic 
pachymeningitis,  which  were  then  recognized  as  the  result  only  of  myelitis. 
The  progress  of  the  disease  is  much  more  slow  than  in  other  forms,  and 
the  patient  lasts  a  very  long  time,  and  is  sometimes  quite  cured  by  appro- 
priate antisyphilitic  remedies.  The  acute  zymotic  fevers  are  not  rarely 
followed  by  pachymeningitis,  the  following  case  being  an  interesting 
example  of  this  occasional  sequel  of  typhoid  fever  : — 

Two  years  ago  Capt.  S.  recovered  from  an  attack  of  typhoid,  and  with 
convalescence  he  gradually  lost  power  in  the  right  hand,  right  leg,  left 
leg,  and  left  hand,  in  the  ord(;r  I  have  named  them  (this  is  his  statement). 
Preceding  these  conditions  there  were  shooting  pains  running  down  the 
spine  and  around  the  body.  He  was  paraplegic  two  months  afterwards. 
During  this  time  reflex  movements  were  easily  provoked.  "  When  my 
feet  came  in  contact  with  the  foot  of  the  bed,  if  the  cold  wood  touched 
them  they  would  fly  up."  He  evidently  had  tlie  contractions  which  are 
so  clearly  symptomatic  of  meningitis,  and  there  was  some  constipation,  but 
no  bladder  trouble  except  atony.  His  neck  "felt  stifl^',"  and  he  was  occa- 
sionally dizzy.    The  loss  of  power  in  legs  has  gradually  returned. 

Present  condition  The  patient  walks  fairly,  with  no  apparent  impedi- 
ments. The  skin  is  slightly  hypera^sthetic  ;  no  atrophy  of  any  muscles  ; 
has  good  muscular  strength ;  there  is  slight  tenderness  produced  by  pres- 
sure over  the  vertebrae  between  the  scapulte ;  muscular  tension  at  back  of 
neck,  and  some  pain  with  movement ;  slight  distension  of  abdomen  by 
flatus  (he  says  this  is  a  constant  symptom)  ;  bladder  and  bowels  in  excel- 
lent condition  ;  some  very  trivial  eflfbrt  required  to  urinate ;  no  headache, 
but  dizziness  caused  by  looking  upwards ;  no  loss  of  power  in  hands  or 
arms  ;  no  constricting  band  ;  patient  can  stand  with  eyes  closed.  Co- 
ordination of  delicate  muscular  acts  unimpaired  ;  there  are  no  twitchings 
at  night  left.  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  giving  iodide  of  potassium  in 
addition  to  ergot,  wiiich  he  had  taken  before.  1  also  recommended  the 
actual  cautery. 

Causes — According  to  GrisoUe,'  spinal  meningitis  is  much  more 
common  among  men  llian  women,  and  three-quarters  of  the  patients  are 
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men  ;  and  Calmiel  considers  it  to  be  of  niiicli  more  fniquent  origin  before 
the  thirtieth  year  tiian  afterwards.  Cold  and  intemperance  favor  its  ap- 
pearance, but,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  it  is  of  spontaneous  origin, 
and  has  occurred  in  epidemics,  at  least  so  say  the  earlier  Frencli  writers.' 
In  1837  an  epidemic  appeared  at  London,  Versailles,  Avignon,  Metz,  and 
Strasburg,  and  there  were  no  atniosi)]ieric  causes  nor  any  influences  dis- 
covered whicli  could  account  for  its  appearance.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that  the  form  of  meningitis  was  cerebro-spinal,  witli  the  history  of  wliicli 
we  are  now  familiar.  Alcoholic  over-indulgence,  syphilis,  and  injury, 
or  vertebral  disease,  will  account  for  the  affection  in  some  cases.  Like 
locomotor  ataxia  it  very  often  occurs  among  seafaring  men  who  have 
fallen  overboard,  or  have  been  obliged  to  stay  aloft  in  damp,  cold  weather. 
Pott's  disease  has  generally  been  supposed  to  have  little  to  do  with  the 
etiology  of  the  disease,  but  my  own  experience  and  that  of  professional 
friends  who  have  had  much  to  do  with  this  class  of  cases,  convince  me 
to  the  contrary.  In  a  case  of  this  kind  where  I  was  enabled  to  make  an 
autopsy,  I  found  great  thickening  of  the  spinal  dura,  with  fibrinous  de- 
posits beneath  that  membrane  and  the  bone,  as  well  as  some  involvement 
of  the  nervous  substance  proper,  which  consisted  in  atrophy.  Frac- 
tures of  the  spine,  sometimes  uni-ecognized,  are  attended  by  so  much 
injury  of  tliese  membranes  as  to  give  rise  to  syjnptoms  which  may  be 
either  supposed  to  be  due  to  myelitis  or  simple  concussion,  but  which  are 
undoubtedly  occasioned  by  an  unrecognized  fracture.  Such  a  case  has 
been  reported  by  Mr.  Hutchinson,  in  which  the  individual  jumped  from  a 
height,  aligliting  on  his  feet. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology  The  simple  forms  of  spinal 

meningitis,  that  is  to  say  the  acute  forms,  present  all  the  appearance  of 
violent  inflammatory  action  which  we  witness  in  cerebral  meningitis: 
injection  of  the  pia  mater,  serous  or  purulent  effusions,  together  with 
infiltration  of  adjacent  cellular  tissues,  more  posteriorly  than  anteriorly, 
and  perhaps  some  evidence  of  myelitis,  but  ordinarily  the  cord  is  healthy 
if  the  disease  be  uncomplicated.  The  region  affected  is  more  apt  to  be 
at  the  upper  jiart  of  the  cord,  but  there  may  be  inflammation  of  the  me- 
ninges covering  the  dorsal  or  lumbar  portions  as  well.  It  may  be  circum- 
scribed, as  the  result  of  pressure  from  displaced  vertebr.^,  or  fracture,  and 
this  limitation  is  more  characteristic  of  pachymeningitis.  The  different 
membranes  may  be  adherent  to  each  otlj,er,  and  connected  with  the  cellu- 
lar tissue  in  the  vertebral  canal.  New  growths  beneath  the  dura  mater 
are  not  common,  but  may  be  found  sometimes  between  this  membrane 
and  the  bones.  In  cervical  pachymeningitis  there  is  great  thickening, 
and  in  old  cases  the  nervous  matter  is  compressed  to  such  a  degree  that  it 
is  atrophied,  and  may  be  found  to  be  hardly  two-thirds  its  normal  size.  A 
lamellar  arrangement  of  the  dura  mater  exists,  which  is  like  that  seen  within 
the  cranium,  and  the  other  membranes  may  be  quite  undistinguishable  from 


1  See  articles  in  Memoires  de  1' Academic  Xatiouale  de  M6d.,  t.  x.,  Kcvuc 
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the  dura  mater,  ami  consequently  tlu;  cord  will  bo  found  encircled  by  an 
almost  homogeneous,  tough,  and  thickened  envelope.  In  the  liemorrhagic 
form,  there  may  be  discovered  encysted  blood-clots  which  resemble  those 
found  in  the  cranial  liemorrhagic  pachymeningitis.  The  nerve-trunks 
within  the  vertebral  canal  will  be  found  to  be  covered  by  the  same  dense 
tissue,  and  the  peripheral  portions  of  the  nerves  are  often  atrophied. 
Syphilitic  inflammatory  changes,  alluded  to  by  Buzzard,^  are  sometimes 
present,  with  gummatous  growths  in  the  nerves  proceeding  from  the  cord. 

The  following  case  illustnites  the  morbid  anatomy  of  meningo-myelitis 
of  a  quite  extensive  character: — 

Idiot;  Clironic  Spinal  3Ieningitis ;  Myelitis;  Lobular  Pneumonia; 
Circumscribed  Acute  Interstitial  Nephritis;  Chronic  Cystitis — D.  A.,  £Bt. 
26,  admitted  June  22,  1877.  No  previous  history  of  the  patient  could  be 
obtained,  except  that  she  had  been  an  inmate  of  the  almshouse  for  three 
years  previous  to  admission,  where  she  was  confined  to  bed  entirely.  On 
admission  patient  was  very  much  emaciated;  legs  and  thighs  flexed.  She 
was  unable  to  talk,  but  almost  continually  screeched,  especially  at  night. 
Two  days  before  her  death  she  had  a  slight  diarrhoea.  On  morning  of 
June  28  had  elevated  temperature,  rapid  pulse,  and  cough.  Chest  could 
not  be  satisfactorily  examined,  as  she  would  not  keep  quiet.  Moist  rales 
were  heard  over  entire  chest.  Patient  became  worse  during  the  day,  and 
died  at  4  o'clock  A.  M.,  June  29,  1877. 

Autopsy  tioelve  hours  after  death  ^  made  by  Dr.  Maxwell,  the  Curator — 
Eigor  mortis  present;  body  small,  and  very  much  emaciated;  thighs 
flexed  and  adducted,  and  the  legs  upon  the  thighs,  and  contractured.  Feet 
(fidematous.  Bed-sore  over  sacrum  and  nates.  Fingers  and  thumbs  are 
flexed;  the  cranium  small;  round,  low  forehead;  hair  dark;  complexion 
brunette;  eyes  brown. 

Head  Bones:  calvarium  circular;  an  tero -posterior  diameter  six  inches; 

deep  Pacchionian  depression  on  right  side.  Dura  mater  and  sinuses  nor- 
mal. A  little  over  three  ounces  of  fluid  in  subai'achnoid  space.  Pia 
mater  over  the  convexity  meshes  is  markedly  elevated  by  oedema,  and  is 
opaque  in  latter  situation  ;  it  is  also  abnormally  adherent  over  convexity, 
and  in  Sylvian  Assure.  Weight  of  brain  and  cerebellum  22  ozs.  Exter- 
nally shows  nothing  except  that  the  sulci  are  wide.  Lateral  ventricles 
are  moderately  dilated.  Ependyma3  appear  normal.  Cerebellum  weighed 
\\  oz.  Brain-substance  of  cerebrum  and  cerebellum,  gross  appearances 
normal. 

Spinal  Cord — Adhesion  in  cervical  region,  between  dura  mater  and 
wall  of  spinal  canal,  so  firm  as  to  require  section  for  its  removal;  also 
another  point  in  dorsal  region.  Adhesions  between  opposed  surfaces  of 
arachnoid  in  cervical  region  quite  firm  and  general  on  the  posterior  sur- 
face; on  anterior  surface  scattered  filaments.  On  posterior  surface  of 
dorsal  region  a  few  filamentous  adliesions.  Dura  mater  in  cervical  region 
is  ap[)reciably  thickened,  especially  the  upper  two  inches.  Pia  mater  cor- 
responding with  these  adhesions  has  brownish  appearance,  and  is  thick- 
ened. Veins  of  cord  are  filled.  Nearly  all  dorsal  portion  of  the  cord  is 
soft  to  the  feel.  Throughout  cervical  region  the  posterior  and  right  lateral 
columns  are  to  the  feel  firm  and  normal;  have  bluish-gray  color,  with 
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yellowish  streaks.  The  dorsal  portion  of  the  whole  cord  markedly  soft- 
ened. Lnnibar  rcvrUm  and  vniuhi  (uiuina,  to  },n-oss  appearances,  sliow 
nothing  marked.  Dura  mater  smrounding  vertebral  foramina  is  thick- 
ened and  adherent  to  slicatlis  of  upper  four  or  five  inclies  of  cervical 
nerves.  Posterior  long  iissure  of  cord  of  tlie  dorsal  region  obliterated  by 
firm  adliesions  of  [)ia  mater. 

Thorax — Lungs  softened ;  on  right  side  adherent.  Pericardium  nor- 
mal. 

Heart  weighs  4  oz. ;  M-alls,  in  color  and  firmness,  normal.  Cavities 
contained  partially  decolorized  clots.  The  mitral  valve  is  the  seat  of 
chronic  endocarditis.    Chronic  endocarditis  at  commencement  of  aorta. 

Right  lung — patches  of  fibrinous  exudation  on  pulmonary  pleura  (re- 
cent) ;  lower  lobe  posteriorly.  Lobular  pneumonias  scattered  throughout, 
showing  red  and  gray  hepatization.  On  opjjosite  lung  only  few  lobular 
pneumonias  in  upper  lobe ;  in  lower  lobe,  plentiful.  Both  lungs  markedly 
cedematous ;  small  amount  of  mucus  in  bronchi. 

Peritoneal  Cavity — Stomach  displaced;  pylorus  drawn  downward  to 
left,  dilated.  Peritoneum  normal.  Liver  weighs  27  oz, ;  parenchyma 
pale,  otherwise  normal.  There  are  bands  of  adhesion  between  sides  of 
gall-bladder;  hepatic  flexure  of  colon  and  duodenum. 

Spleen  weighs  1^  oz. ;  apparently  normal. 

Kidneys  :  each  weighs  1-^  oz.  Left  kidney  was  deformed.  Capsules 
of  both  strip  normal.  Surface  of  left  shoAvs  several  large  depressed  cica- 
trices. One  prominent  spot,  yellowish,  of  circumscribed  interstitial 
nephritis.  Cicatrices,  probably  due  to  old  circumscribed  interstitial  ne- 
phritis, seen  from  surface.  Right  kidney  of  normal  sliape;  surface  pale 
and  smooth.  Four  nodules  of  acute  interstitial  nephritis  becoming  puru- 
lent are  seen  from  surface.  Pelvis  shows  mild  catarrhal  inflammation. 
Bladder  is  the  seat  of  intense  cystitis. 

Uterus  and  appendages  found  in  a  state  of  retroversion ;  size  corresponds 
with  that  of  other  organs. 

Ovaries  are  large  in  proportion  to  size  of  uterus.  Cysts  in  cortical 
portion,  but  no  corpora  lutea  or  cicatrices  found. 

Stomach  and  intestines  normal. 

Prognosis  The  patient's  chances  are  sometimes  good,  even  in  the 

chronic  form.  Charcot^  has  cured  one  case  of  cervical  pachymeningitis, 
and  doubtless  others  have  been  equally  successful.  In  the  great  number 
of  cases,  however,  a  fatal  termination  is  the  rule.  In  the  acute  form  death 
may  occur  in  six  days,  but  Tourdes  and  Chauffard  have  observed  cases  in 
which  this  termination  did  not  take  place  till  the  fortieth  or  fiftieth  day. 
In  acute  purulent  meningitis  the  pus  may  make  its  way  out,  pointing  ex- 
ternally, or  forming  an  abscess  in  the  muscidar  tissue  of  the  back.  Cham- 
pion has  seen  a  case  of  this  kind  in  which  the  purulent  contents  of  the 
vertebral  canal  found  passage  through  at  the  third  lumbar  vertebra,  and 
formed  an  abscess  in  the  spinal  muscles.  This,  however,  is  exceptional. 
AVhen  the  disease  results  from  Pott's  disease,  or  some  other  vertebral 
affection,  it  is  perhaps  possible,  by  mechanical  treatment,  to  improve  or 
cure  the  patient ;  and  sypliilitic  forms,  of  course,  are  generally  amenable 
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to  treatment.    Death  may  occur  from  exluuistion,  and  is  preceded  by  the 
tbnuatiou  of  bed-sores,  and  evidences  of  a  typhoid  state. 

Diagnosis  It  is  necessary  to  diagnose  spinal  meningitis  of  the  acute 

form  from  myelitis,'  especially  as  these  arc  the  only  two  acute  spinal  mala- 
dies beginning  with  fever.  The  pain  is  much  more  severe  in  meningitis, 
and  is  aggravated  by  movement.  The  contractures  and  cramps  are  clia- 
racteristTc  of  meningitis,  and  are  not  connected  with  uncomplicated  mye- 
litis. HyperiEsthesia,  and  exaggerated  reflex  irritability,  and  the  lighter 
grade  of  the  paresis  (there  rarely  being  paraplegia,  and,  if  there  is,  it  is 
quite  late),  are  suggestive  indications  of  meningitis,  which  should  prevent 
any  mistake.  The  chronic  forms  are  of  slow  devcdopment,  and  all  the 
symptoms  increase  progressively  after  their  appearance,  the  paralysis  being 
gradual  and  connected  with  contractures  of  the  affected  limbs.  The  para- 
lysis may  not  be  bilateral,  as  is  usually  the  case  in  syphilitic  meningitis, 
find  there  is  rarely  any  extension  of  the  disease  to  a  higher  or  lower  level. 
In  meningitis  there  are  none  of  the  atrophic  tissue  changes  of  the  myelitis, 
but  the  chronic  form  may  so  closely  resemble  chronic  myelitis  as  greatly  to 
puzzle  the  diagnostician.  The  anesthesia  that  belongs  to  myelitis,  how- 
ever, is  rarely  present  in  meningitis ;  and,  if  it  should  be,  is  a  late  and 
slight  symptom. 

Tetanus  may  possibly  be  mistaken  i'or  meningitis,  but  such  an  error  in 
diagnosis  should  be  rare,  the  spasms  of  the  former  being  much  more 
general ;  and,  besides,  the  temperature  variations  are  entirely  different,  as 
the  thermometric  rise  in  tetanus  is  unattended  by  any  increase  in  the 
volume  of  the  pulse  ;  while  in  acute  meningitis  the  temperature  and  pulse 
are  tliose  of  an  inflammatory  disease. 

Treatment  The  acute  disease  must  be  met  with  energetic  treat- 
ment. Local  abstraction  of  blood  by  leeches  or  wet  cups  is  the  first  indi- 
cation. Eollet'^  has  used  the  cautery  even  in  the  last  stages,  applying  it 
from  the  nucha  to  the  sacrum,  and  with  good  eflTect.  Cliauff'ard'' has  given 
opium  in  large  doses  in  the  early  stages.  I  prefer,  however,  suppositories 
of  opium  or  belladonna,  which  seem  always  to  relieve  the  pain,  and  are 
attended  by  the  additional  advantage  of  not  deranging  the  stomach. 
Blisters  applied  on  either  side  of  the  vertebral  column,  iodide  of  potassium, 
and  mercurials  (the  former  in  large  doses,  even  to  the  amount  of  a  drachm 
thrice  daily,  beginning,  however,  with  a  minimum  dose),  are  excellent 
remedies.  In  chronic  meningitis  I  have  repeatedly  witnessed  the  benefi- 
cial effects  of  ergot,  and  the  notes  of  the  case  I  present  will  enable  the 
reader  to  appreciate  its  immediate  and  powerful  action  in  a  very  obstinate 
example. 

B.  W.,  female,  aged  24  years,  single,  domestic ;  admitted  to  hospital 
July,  1875. 

Jidy  6.  The  accession  of  her  trouble  began  about  eight  months  ago, 


'  By  tlie  use  of  this  term  I  mean  not  only  general  myelitis,  but  those  localized 
fonns  known  as  adidt  and  infantile  spinal  paralysis. 

"  M6mou-cs  dc  I'Acad.  Nat.  de  j\Ied.,  xx.  ^  Rgy.  M6d.,  1842. 
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when  severe  jmin  in  the  lumbar  region  made  its  ajjpearance.  Tliis  was 
very  intense,  and  seemed  aggravated  by  tlie  sujjine  position.  About  ten 
days  after  tins  appeared,  tlie  abdomen  became  tiindei-,  and  tiiere  were 
darting  pains  wliieh  extended  about  the  body,  radiating  from  tiie  si)ine; 
tills  abdoTninal  tenderness  contiiUK^d  for  two  weeks,  and  then  disappeared. 
She  was  able,  at  the  end  of  a  month,  to  "  go  up  stairs,  and  to  move  about 
the  house."  A  few  weeks  afterwards  she  noticed  a  loss  of  power  in  the 
riglit  log  and  tiilgli,  and  next  in  the  left ;  and,  a  month  hiter,  she  found  it 
impossible  to  get  out  of  bed  in  the  morning.  She  said  tliat  lier  legs  were 
hyperresthetic,  and  spoke  of  feelings  of  "  pins  and  needles"  in  the  soles  of 
both  feet.  She  says  tliat  she  thouglit  her  trouble  arose  from  a  cold  that 
siie  had  caught  when  working  in  a  damj)  place.  All  tiiis  time  her  pain 
was  quite  intense,  and  there  has  been  no  improvement.  Slie  has  great 
difficulty  in  micturition,  and  is  constipated. 

29</i.  Painted  iodine  on  either  side  of  the  spine,  and  gave  her  gr.  v 
potass,  iodid.  t.  i.  d. 

Aiig.  17.  Her  abdomen  has  been  distended  by  gas  for  the  last  two 
weeks.    Pancreatine  5ss  t.  i.  d.,  and  low  diet. 

24:th,  This  treatment  has  not  diminished  the  size  of  abdomen.  Ordered 
milk,  rice,  and  beef-tea. 

iSQth.  Lumbar  pain  very  severe.  She  can  hardly  move  at  all,  and  is 
obliged  to  use  crutches.  Injections  of  tr.  assafastida.  Charcoal  and  water 
fail  to  relieve  the  flatus.    The  abdominal  distension  is  quite  distressing. 

31s^.  To-day  another  injection  of  the  same  kind  did  no  good.  Insom- 
nia and  great  suffering,  as  the  lumbar  pain  is  severe  ;  prefers  her  bed, 
and  lies  on  the  left  side.  Chloral  liydrate;  potass,  iodide.  Increased  con- 
vulsive movements  of  legs. 

Oct.  9.  At  times  she  has  localized  pain  over  insteps  of  both  feet,  and 
pain  on  outer  aspect  of  right  knee.  For  the  last  five  days  slight  numb- 
ness as  far  up  as  her  knees.  Legs  have  "jerked"  less  for  the  last  fort- 
night ;  can  move  well  in  bed  ;  very  slight  power  to  move  right  knee ; 
frequent  desire  to  urinate  ;  tympanites ;  some  colic,  pain  less  in  lumbar 
region.  Pulse  126,  small  and  irritable;  temperature  101-j\°.  Blisters 
every  other  night  on  either  side  of  the  spinous  processes. 

2ith.  Abdominal  pain  lessened  ;  can  move  legs  more  freely  ;  numbness 
less. 

Jan.  20,  1876.  Acidi  nitromuriat  dil.  has  relieved  constipation,  which 
lias  been  a  constant  symptom. 
Feh.  7.  5ss.  fl.  ext.  ergot  t.  i.  d. 

\dth.  Ergot  has  had  wonderful  effect.  Patient  left  her  bed  yesterday, 
and  walked  to  the  front  door  of  hospital  (about  50  feet)  and  back  without 
fatigue.  She  steadied  herself  by  taking  hold  of  the  bedsteads.  Has  dis- 
carded her  crutches. 

mh.  Walks  well. 

March  lo.  Goes  out  of  hospital. 

April  1.  Discharged  recovered.  This  patient  was  seen  six  mouths  after- 
wards, and  she  had  had  no  relapse. 

Ergot  has  acted  equally  well  in  other  cases  which  I  have  treated,  and  I 
am  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  more  valuable  than  any  other  remedy  in  both 
the  acute  and  chronic  varieties  of  spinal  meningitis.  The  actual  cautery 
applied  every  other  day  should  be  faithfully  used,  and  in  addition  we  may 
employ  setons  at  the  nucha  or  lower  down.    Cod-liver  oil  and  generous 
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diet  are  to  be  prescribed,  and  every  measure  is  to  be  adopted  tliat  will  in 
any  way  build  up  the  j.atient.  Should  we  lind  vertebral  disease,  a  suita- 
ble brace,  or  the  plaster-jacket  should  be  provided. 


SPINAL  TUMORS. 

The  growth  of  tumors  in  the  spinal  canal  or  cord  is  of  far  less  frequent 
occurrence  than  in  the  cranial  cavity  and  brain,  but  when  tumors  choose 
this  locality  their  [n-cscnce  is  to  be  much  more  easily  diagnosed. 

The  forms  of  spinal  growths  are  just  as  numerous  as  those  of  the  superior 
part  of  the  cerebro-spinal  axis.  They  may  be  of  any  of  the  varieties  I 
have  named  in  speaking  of  cerebral  tumors,  but  the  kinds  usually  met  with 
are  the  following  : — 

Syphilomata. 

Fibromata,  attached  to  the  meninges,  or  in  the  substance  of  the  cord. 

Tuherciiloiis  (rare). 

Myxomata. 

Sarcomata. 

Parasitic  groivths  are  more  rarely  found,  and  the  other  forms  which 
have  been  spoken  of  in  our  consideration  of  brain-tumors  are  equally  uncom- 
mon. Exostoses  give  rise  to  many  obscure,  but  none  the  less  interesting, 
symptoms,  while  sarcomata  ai'e  occasionally  to  be  found  attached  to  the 
inner  surface  of  the  dura  mater  or  other  meninges. 

Spinal  tumors  are  of  slow  growth,  and  of  course  the  appearance  of  symp- 
toms is  consequently  gradual  and  insidious. 

Symptoms  The  first  indications  are  expressions  of  irritation,  and 

as  a  result  there  will  be  localized  pain,  and  various  disturbances  of  motility 
dependent  upon  the  aberration  of  that  part  of  the  cord  which  is  the  seat 
of  the  tumor.  Our  knowledge  of  physiology  of  the  cord  will  enable  us  to 
appreciate  that  disturbances  in  vai'ious  parts  will  be  followed  by  symptoms 
of  pain,'  hyperkinesis,  akinesis,  or  muscular  contractures  expressive  of  in- 
volvement of  the  posterior,  anterior,  or  lateral  columns,  but  there  is  usually 
no  such  possible  localization,  as  the  growth  generally  impinges  upon  large 
tracts  and  works  wholesale  mischief.  Compression  is  followed  by  still 
more  pronounced  symptoms  than  those  attendant  upon  simple  irritation. 
And  there  may  be  complete  paralysis  and  atrophy,  with  muscular  contrac- 
tures of  the  members  either  of  the  upper  or  lower  extremities.  Should 
the  tumor  be  situated  high  up  in  the  cord,  the  muscles  at  the  back  of  the 
neck  may  be  the  seat  of  contractures,  and  those  of  the  face  and  neck  may 
even  sufiier;  if  the  tumor  be  seated  lower  down,  the  bladder  and  rectum 
may  also  become  involved,  as  in  some  other  forms  of  spinal  disease. 

Among  the  early  symptoms  may  be  mentioned  the  constricting  band 
which  is  connected  with  neuralgic  pains  that  shoot  down  the  legs.  These 


'  Reynolds  considers  that  pain  in  the  back  is  more  intense  with  carcinoma  than 
with  tubercular  or  other  growths. 
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iiulicutc  irritation  ol"  the  ])()sterior  columns  and  nerve-roots.  Should  the 
anterior  column  and  nerve-roots  be  subjected  to  the  irritating  presence  of 
a  tumor,  the  consequence  of  such  trouble  will  be  convulsive  local  spasms 
and  increased  reflex  excilability.  Vomiting,  dizziness,  and  pupillary  dila- 
tation are  mentioned  by  Jnccoud  as  evidences  of  tumor  situated  in  the 
cervical  region,  while  nystagmus  and  strabismus  are  also  occasional  ex- 
pressions of  a  growth  so  located. 

The  paralysis  which  follows  increased  pressure  is  not  always  equal,  one 
limb  being  more  feeble  than  another  ;  or  there  may  be  hyperkinesis  on 
one  side,  and  paresis  on  the  other. 

Unilateral  irregular  troubles,  both  of  motility  and  sensibility,  ai"e  the  rule. 
There  may  be  an<v!sthesia  and  analgesia  on  the  side  opposite  the  lesion, 
while  the  paralysis  may  be  the  striking  symptom  on  the  side  of  the  tumor. 
This  maybe  explained  by  the  diagram  of  Radcliife,  which  I  have  slightly 


Fig.  30. 

K  s    s  m: 


modified.  Supposing  that  Fig.  30  represents  a  segment  of  gray  matter, 
we  will  consider  that  S  S'  represent  sensory  fibres  of  a  nerve-root,  and 
M  M  motor  fibres.  The  sensory  fibres  decussate,  S  going  to  one  side  of 
the  body,  while  S'  goes  to  the  other.  M  and  M'  both  leave  the  cord  on 
opposite  sides.  A  tumor,  pressing  upon  either  lateral  half  of  the  cord, 
such  as  "  I,"  may  simply  paralyze  motion  on  the  same  side,  while  sensa- 
tion remains  unaffected,  and  both  sensation  and  motion  are  intact  on  the 
other.  If  deeper  pressure  is  made,  supposing  "  II "  to  represent  the 
tumor,  not  only  would  motion  be  paralyzed  on  this  side,  but  sensation  on 
the  other.  If  a  tumor  such  as  "  HI"  should  impinge  at  the  decussation 
of  the  sensory  conductor,  we  might  expect  total  abolition  of  sensation  on 
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both  sides,  while  there  would  be  no  punilysis  of  motion.  ^  A  tumor  sucii 
as  "  IV"  would  piiralyze  sensation  on  both  sides,  and  motion  on  one. 

Uertex  excitability  is  ordinarily  increased  in  tlie  limbs  below  the  lesion, 
but  it  is  stated  that,  when  tlie  inferior  part  of  the  lumbar  region  or  the 
Cauda  equina  are  destroyed,  reflex  excitability  is  abolished  after  a  p<;riod 
of  six  days,  and  that  then  the  muscles  begin  to  atrophy.  Jaccoud'  says: 
"  There  is  here  a  new  application  of  the  law  I  have  endeavored  to  make 
clear.  As  long  as  cerebral  influence  only  is  deficient  in  the  inferior  mem- 
bers, the  reflex  and  electric  motility  and  nutrition  of  muscles  are  intact, 
but  when  the  spinal  influence  is  in  default  these  properties  are  abolished." 

A  case  which  during  life  seemed  to  refute  this  assertion  is  the  Ibllow- 
ing,  but  after  death  an  additional  tumor  was  found  higher  up,  which  might 
have  suspended  cerebral  influence,  and  still  have  left  a  jjortion  of  the  cord 
capable  of  giving  rise  to  reflex  movements  when  irritated;  but  in  some 
respects  the  case  still  renders  what  Jaccoud  has  said  somewhat  doubtful, 
as  the  question  arises  whether  the  larger  tumor  did  not  antedate  the 
smaller,  and  whether  the  original  paraplegia  did  not  take  place  before  the 
growth  of  the  smaller  tumor  destroyed  the  cord.  The  patient  entered  the 
Epileptic  and  Paralytic  Hospital  September  18,  1872,  and  was  examined 
by  Dr.  Janeway,  Dr.  Seguin,  Dr.  Mason,  and  myself,  and  the  very 
thorough  autopsy  was  made  by  Dr.  Maxwell. 

P.  K.,  aged  30  years  ;  occupation,  painter  ;  habits,  intemperate.  Inva- 
sion of  the  disease,  five  years  ago.  Relations  to  other  diseases,  disease  of 
the  spine.  Seat  of  paralysis,  lower  extremities.  Control  of  sphincters, 
very  poor.  Voluntary  movements,  imperfect.  Sensibility,  good.  Speech, 
good.    Hearing,  good. 

Patient  denies  venereal  disease,  and  no  indications  of  it  are  found  on 
examination.  He  states  that  ten  years  ago,  after  an  attack  of  smallpox, 
he  noticed  a  pain  in  the  lumbar  region,  slight  and  irregular  in  occurrence. 

Accompanying  this  pain  he  has  had  frequent  and  uncontrollable  desire 
to  go  to  "  stool,"  and  to  make  water,  but  could  not  do  either  to  his  satis- 
faction. This  all  continued  for  about  five  years,  when  he  noticed  that  he 
was  gradually  losing  control  over  his  lower  extremities,  and  in  five  months 
was  completely  paralyzed. 

Says  the  left  lower  extremity  remained  unaffected  the  longest,  and  in 
a  short  time  this  also  became  as  weak  as  tlie  right.  Has  no  control  over 
bowels,  and  has  but  little  control  over  the  bladder.  Physical  examination 
reveals  a  slight  degree  of  right  lateral  curvature,  and  a  marked  prominence 
in  lumbar  region,  and  tenderness  on  pressure  at  a  point  corresponding  to 
fiftli  lumbar  vertebra.  These  signs  seem  to  point  to  lumbar  abscess,  as 
there  is  slight  fluctuation,  and  the  cachexia  of  patient  is  decidedly  indica- 
tive. 

Both  lower  extremities  are  much  atrophied,  soft,  and  flabby.  Patient 
very  anremic.    Prescribed  iron  and  quinine. 

October  9.  Patient  since  examined  by  Dr.  S(5guin,  avIio  says  the  ab- 
scess is  over  a  point  corresponding  to  iqjper  third  of  sacrum,"  instead  of 
last  lumbar  vertebra,  as  was  first  supposed. 


'  Op.  cit.,  p.  352. 
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147/*.  At  thn  age  of  tliirteon  m'hs  struck  in  tlio  small  of  the  l)ack 
with  a  stick.  No  |)lithisis.  At  befriiuiing  of  trouble  he  li:i<I  severe 
pains  in  dorsum  of  feet,  with  swelling  and  short  lancinating  jtains.  Pains 
in  back  part  of  the  thighs,  in  loins,  and  about  the  sides  of  pelvis.  No 
incontinence  of  feces.  Curvature  began  about  ti  year  later  than  the 
commcnecnient  of  paralysis.  When  lind)s  were  extended,  they  were 
agitated  by  clonic  spasms,  and  increased  pain  in  feet.  As  paralysis 
increased  pain  diminished,  although  dimiiuition  was  not  noticed  until 
after  contracture.  In  last  two  years  no  material  change  has  taken  place. 
Pain  at  irregular  intervals,  and  occasional  spasms  in  legs  at  night.  Has 
had  from  tiie  lirst  a  feeling  of  coldness,  but  never  any  numl)ness.  Volun- 
tary movements  at  hip-joint  quite  free.  Knees  liexible  at  an  acute  angle. 
Extension  and  flexion  possible  in  both  knee-joints  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  bring  legs  at  right  angles  to  thighs.  No  sign  of  voluntary  movement 
below  knee-joints.  Passive  movements  free  at  hip-joints  for  extension, 
which  is  considerably  restrained  at  knee-joints.  Flexion  free,  extension 
beyond  right  angle  hindered  by  tension  of  flexor  muscles  of  thigh.  More 
free  at  ankle-joints  and  toes  ;  the  thighs  are  somewhat  M'asted,  but  not 
truly  atrophied.    Left  measures  37-|  centimetres  ;  right,  32  centimetres. 

The  legs  show  extreme  atrophy,  most  marked  on  right  side.  Left  calf 
measures  23^  centimetres;  right,  2H  centimetres.  The  feet  are  not 
ojdematous.  The  integument  over  lower  half  of  tibia  is  apparently  hyper- 
trophied,  feels  elastic,  does  not  pit  on  pressure  ;  the  appearance  as  to  sight 
is  like  that  of  oedema.    The  bones 'do  not  seem  enlarged. 

When  he  urinates  he  appears  to  empty  bladder  at  once,  but  does  it  with 
difficulty. 

Sensibility  decidedly  lessened  below  knee  ;  slight  impairment  of  feeling 
on  posterior  aspect  of  thighs.  Sensibility  much  impaired  below  knees. 
Impressions  of  pain  are  perceived  less  acutely  than  normal  at  top  of  right 
foot ;  less  acutely  on  left  foot.  Pricking  not  felt  on  left  toes ;  slightly  per- 
ceived on  right  toes. 

Claims  to  perceive  pressure  of  hands  on  both  feet.  On  irritating  soles 
of  feet,  slight  involuntary  movements  are  caused  in  thigh  tnuscles.  Legs 
and  feet  markedly  cold.  On  left  foot  has  ingrowing  nail,  with  ulcerated 
external  matrix.  The  right  toe  was  seat  of  ingrowing  nail,  with  ulcera- 
tion, some  months  ago.  Lower  limbs  perspire  easily  when  warmed  in 
bed.  Very  feeble  response  to  faradic  current  on  tiiighs  ;  feeble  reaction 
manifested.  No  response  in  leg  musclfes.  Lower  lumbar  region  presents 
a  rounded  tumor,  about  2^  inches  in  diameter,  projecting  about  an  inch, 
and  situated  wholly  over  sacrum.  The  last  two  lumbar  vertebrae  are  un- 
naturally prominent.  Moderate  pressure  produces  no  pain  in  tumor  ;  has 
been  tender.  Several  large  veins  lie  over  tumor.  Tumor  elastic  to  feel, 
and  gives  an  obscure  deep  fluctuation. 

Deep  pressure  in  left  iliac  region  produces  but  slight. pain.  The  finger 
reaches  a  tumor  deep  in  abdomen.  Examination  by  rectum  shows  a  re- 
laxed sphincter ;  the  finger  meets  with  an  apparently  large  promontory  of 
sacrum,  which  is  moderately  elastic  ;  some  fluctuation.  There  is  quite 
surely  a  tumor  involving  the  anterior  surface  of  sacrum.  Pressure  of 
finger  upon  pelvic  tumor  does  not  affect  external  dorsal  tumor. 

Patient  remained  in  the  hospital  for  a  year  after  this,  and  finally  died 
of  exhaustion. 
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Autopsy  tliirty-one  liours  after  deatli.  Rigor  mortis  passing  off.  Al)- 
donu'ii  of  greenish  discoloration.  Lower  extremities  contracted.  Lei't 
foot  sliglitly  cedeniatoiis ;  muscles  of  extensors  atrophied  ;  commencing 
decomposition  in  superlicial  veins  ;  large  bed-sores  over  sacrum. 

Brain  P.  M.  decomposition  ;  P.  M.  imbibition  along  vessels. 

LiuKjs,  Heart,  and  Liver  normal. 

Spleen  Enlarged  and  softened. 

Kidneys  Lel't  eidarged.    Both  show  advanced  P.  M.  changes. 

Stomach  and  Intestines  are  apparently  normal.  The  pelvic  cavity  was 
filled  by  a  moderately  firm,  elastic,  ovoid  tumor,  extending  upwai'd  out  of 
the  pelvis  as  far  as  lower  border  of  third  lumbar  vertebra  ;  tlie  psoas  mus- 
cles fiattened,  and  spread  out  over  its  upper  and  outer  border  on  either 
side.  Aorta  and  infra  vena  cava  raised  and  flattened  by  the  upper  end  of 
the  tumor  ;  the  external  iliac  vessels  raised  from  their  normal  situations 
and  course  over  its  lateral  borders.  All  of  above-mentioned  vessels  empty ; 
the  ureters  are  over  the  upper  border  of  the  growth,  and  are  tightly 
stretched  and  fiattened. 

Bladder  contracted  ;  fundus  raised  out  of  pelvic  cavity  ;  muscular  tra- 
beculas  flattened ;  mucous  membrane  pale  around  openings  of  glandular 
follicles. 

Prostate  gland  elongated,  flattened,  and  atrophied  from  pressure. 

Rectum  raised  and  pressed  against  posterior  left  lateral  wall  of  bladder. 
The  growth  had  its  origin  behind  peritoneum. 

The  tumor  has  destroyed  the  whole  sacrum,  except  a  small  piece  of  its 
lower  end,  and  a  few  small  thin  plates,  from  here  and  there,  on  the  surface 
of  its  posterior  attachment  ;  the  fourth  and  fifth  lumbar  vertebrae  were 
wanting,  except  portions  of  laminte  and  spinous  processes  ;  the  body  of 
third  has  in  its  lower  border  a  large  concave  cavity. 

The  tumor  was  also  attached  to  the  lateral  wall  of  the  pelvis;  the 
articular  surfaces  of  the  ilia  eroded ;  the  right  most  destroyed.  During 
its  removal  large  cavities  were  0])ened,  from  which  a  thin,  yellowish,  viscid 
fluid  escaped,  more  or  less  colored  with  blood.  After  removal,  the  tumor, 
with  bladder,  prostate,  and  portions  of  rectum,  weighed  five  pounds;  mea- 
sured in  long  diameter  twelve  inches,  transverse  six  to  seven  inches.  In 
laying  it  open  on  posterior  attached  surface,  the  tumor  is  composed  of 
large  trabeculte  and  solid  portions  inclosing  areola,  which  contained  the 
fluid  above  mentioned. 

The  surface  of  the  trabecute  was  covered  with  small  and  large  villi, 
projecting  into  the  cysts  ;  the  general  color  was  yellowish  or  yellowish- 
brown  ;  in  certain  portions  hemorrhagic.  These  hemorrhagic  patches  are 
softer  than  the  yellow  "  consistency,"  and  there  were  solid  portions,  where 
it  M^as  quite  firm.  Microscopic  examination  showed  the  histological  struc- 
ture of  the  tumor  to  be  a  myxo-fibroma-cavernosum. 

Spinal  Cord — A  small  secondary  tumor,  about  two  inches  above  its 
lower  end  on  left  side,  behind  origin  of  anterior  roots  of  spinal  nerves. 
This  tumor  is  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  by  half  an  inch  wide,  ovoid, 
reddish,  and  shining,  gelatinous,  and  attached  to  the  "  pia  mater."  The 
Cauda  equina  has  been  destroyed,  except  a  short  portion  of  the  origin  of 
the  nerves_ composing  it;  the  whole  cord,  but  especially  the  anterior  half 
below  cervical  portion,  softened,  presenting  numerous  vai-icosities. 

Causes — The  existence  of  the  tubercular  or  syphilitic  cachexia,  the 
indications  of  former  or  coexisting  syphilitic  symptoms,  and  the  history  of 
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the  patient,  may  tlirow  some  liglit  upon  the  spinal  condition  ;  but,  after  all, 
wo  know  very  little  al)ont  the  etiolo>fy  of  spinal  or  other  tumors.  Spinal 
growths  are  rai-ely  Ibtind,  exeepi  in  adnlt  iii'e. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology — Syphilitic  deposits  are  found 
in  the  spinal  substance  between  tiie  meninges  and  about  tiie  nerve-rooLs. 
Tlie  exudation  resembles  that  found  in  the  brain  and  othei-  oi-gans.  The 
site  of  these  deposits  is  chiefly  al)out  the  circumference  of  the  cord,  and  is 
rarely  central.  Tubercular  deposits  may  affect  tiie  entire  cord  and  its 
covering,  but  have  been  met  witii  in  tlie  majority  of  instances  in  the  gray 
matter.  Jaccoud  says  that  they  are  nearly  always  found  in  tiie  gray  mat- 
ter of  the  lumbar  enlargement.  Tubercles  may  be  found  coexisting  in 
the  cord  and  brain.  Myxoma  are  found  in  the  cord  much  more  often  than 
in  the  brain,  and  are  attended  by  separation  of  the  nerve-fil)i-es  and  great 
mechanical  destruction.  Cancerous  growths  may  and  usually  do  spring 
from  the  vertebrae,  and  are  of  a  fungoid  character.  Secondary  degenera- 
tions are  to  be  found  in  certain  cases,  as  well  as  aneurisms,  organized  clots, 
cysts,  and  other  evidences  of  previous  disease. 

Diagnosis  It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  distinguish  the  symptoms 

which  attend  spinal  tumor  from  those  of  some  of  the  other  spinal  diseases. 
We  should  bear  in  mind,  however,  that  the  indications  are  slowly  ex- 
pressed ;  that  the  paralysis  is  irregular  ;  that  one  group  of  muscles  may 
be  affected  at  first,  and  tlien  others  ;  that  the  degree  of  lost  power  is  not 
the  same  on  both  sides  of  the  body  ;  and,  also,  that  perverted  sensation 
is  not  the  same  over  the  two  sides  ;  that,  usually,  there  are  contractures 
of  the  limbs  which  need  not  be  pi'eceded  by  atrophy  ;  and,  finally,  that 
pain  is  a  symptom  Avhich  is  very  constant. 

Prognosis  I  have  never  witnessed  a  recovery  from  spinal  tumor 

unless  the  character  of  the  growth  was  syphilitic,  and  doubt  very  much 
whether  a  cure  has  ever  been  effected.  It  is  impossible  to  limit  the  dura- 
tion of  disease  which  depends  so  much  upon  the  character  of  the  morbid 
growth.  Patients  may  last  for  eight  or  ten  years  ;  or,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  may  live  a  very  short  time,  should  the  tumor  be  cancerous.  Death 
usually  occurs  by  pneumonia,  uraemia,  or  some  debilitating  disease. 

Treatment  If  syphilis  be  suspected,  we  are  to  give  very  large 

doses  of  the  iodide  of  potassium  ;  or,  we  may  administer  the  biniodide  of 
mercury  in  combination  with  this  salt.  In  other  states,  supportive  treat- 
ment or  counter-irritation  offers  a  feeble  hope  of  relief. 

SPINAL  HEMORRHAGE. 

MENINGEAL  ;  CENTRAL. 

Synonyms  Htematorrhachis  ;   hasmatemy^lie  (OUivier).  Spinal 

apoplexy. 

Under  this  head  we  may  consider  the  effusion  of  blood  into  the  spaces 
between  or  under  the  meninges  of  the  cord,  and  the  effusion  of  blood  into 
the  substance  of  the  cord  itself. 
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Symptoms.  Very  often  the  first  intiiiiiition  of  tlu;  rupture  is  ii  sudden 

loss  of  power,  :uul  consequent  iniibiiity  of  tlie  individuul  to  stand.  It  may, 
on  the  other  liiuid,  be  of  graihiul  development,  the  synii)tonis  appearing  in 
groups,  one  after  the  otlier.  The  resulting  paralysis  is  generally  comi)lete, 
and  the  patient  loses  both  motor  power  and  sensibility,  as  well  as  control 
over  the  bladder  and  bowels,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  slowly-developed 
symptoms,  with  diminution  of  reflex  excitability,  although  the  latter  may 
be  exaggerated  in  some  cases  should  the  hemorrhage  be  small  and  between 
the  meninges.  The  abolition  of  muscular  power  may  vary  in  proportion 
to  the  gravity  of  the  hemorrhage,  and  if  it  be  small  the  patient  may  ulti- 
mately recover,  and  eventually  present  no  indications  of  his  loss  of  power. 
I  have  never  seen  a  fatal  termination  before  the  end  of  several  days,  and 
doubt  if  such  could  be  the  case  unless  the  hemorrhage  should  occur  at  a 
very  high  point,  involving  a  number  of  the  intercostal  nerve-roots  ;  but 
even  this  is  improbable,  although  Hammond  takes  an  opposite  view.  01 
course  much  depends  upon  the  site  of  the  ruptured  vessel.  If  the  upper 
part  of  the  cord  or  the  medulla  be  affected,  then  an  immediate  and  fatal 
termination  is  a  natural  result.  Meningeal  hemorrhage  is  characterized  by 
more  pronounced  symptoms  of  muscular  rigidity,  or  by  convulsions,  which 
may  be  of  a  tetanic  character.  If  the  hemorrhage  has  taken  place  above 
the  fourth  or  fifth  dorsal  vertebra,  it  is  common  to  find  obstinate  pria- 
pism and  intestinal  disturbances,  giving  rise  to  flatus,  these  resulting 
from  paralysis  of  the  splanchnics;  if  it  be  extensive,  there  may  be  para- 
lysis of  motion  and  sensation  from  pressure  exerted  upon  the  cord,  and 
pain  and  spinal  tenderness  are  also  quite  marked  symptoms,  and  in  un- 
complicated cases  there  is  cutajieous  hyper.'Ksthesia.  There  is  commonly 
no  loss  of  consciousness  in  either  variety,  but  when  the  effusion  takes 
place  in  the  medulla  there  may  be  conditions  akin  to  epilepsy.  In  this 
case,  however,  effusion  would  be  very  small,  and  the  region  affected  would 
be  near  the  circumference. 

Causes — Spinal  hemorrhage  is  usually  the  result  of  a  traumatism,  but 
may  proceed  from  various  debilitating  diseases  and  some  of  the  zymotici, 
smallpox  playing  occasionally  a  part  in  the  etiology.  Alcoholism,  and  other 
conditions  in  wliich  the  cord  is  congested,  may  predispose;  or  the  hemor- 
rhage may  result  from  the  rupture  of  an  aneurism  in  the  vertebral  canal,  such 
as  occuri-ed  in  Laennec's  case.  It  very  rarely  takes  place  as  a  secondary 
accident  in  tetanus,  so  that  it  can  be  recognized  before  death  ;  but  at  the 
post-mortem  examination  such  pathological  evidences  may  be  occasionally 
observed.  Traumatisms  undoubtedly  most  frequently  produce  this  condi- 
tion ;  and  falls,  blows  upon  the  back,  or  concussion  following  a  fall  upon 
the  feet,  enter  into  the  etiology.  It  may  occur  in  the  course  of  myelitis, 
but  again  it  may  happen  without  any  trace  of  inflammatory  trouble  to  be 
discovered  after  death  ;  and,  in  some  instances,  there  is  no  history  of  in- 
jury. Such  a  case  undoubtedly  resulted  from  sudden  congestion  i\X  the 
menstrual  period,  and  is  reported  by  Goldammer' :  


'  Virchow's  Archiv,  Jan.  187G,  and  Abstract  Medical  News. 
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"The  patient,  a  girl  of  about  sixteen  years,  was  suddenly  attacked  with  a 
severe  pain  in  her  l)a('.k  between  h(!r  siioulders,  whicii  .soon  passed  over  to 
lier  rigiit,  and  after  a  while  to  lier  left  arm.  She  also  notieed  a  pain  in 
tiie  pit  of  her  stomacii,  and  found  somewiiat  later  that  she  could  not  move 
her  right  leg.  Having  been  sent  to  tlie  iios|)ital,  tiie  examining  pliysieian 
found  complete  parapU-gia,  com])lete  anaisthesia  up  to  the  mamilla!,  and 
paralysis  of  tlie  blathler,  wiiile  the  reflex  action  of  the  lower  extremities 
was  still  intact ;  her  tenipei-ature  was  noi-mal,  pulse  80  ;  did  not  show  any 
brain  symptoms,  but  complained  of  ])ain  in  both  arms.  A  few  days  after- 
wards the  abdominal  and  dorsal  muscles  proved  to  be  pai-alyzed,  and  ])er- 
cussion  of  the  spinous  processes  of  the  dorsal  vertebras  caused  her  pain.  The 
pulse  was  96  ;  her  bowels  moved  only  when  drastics  were  given  lier.  A 
slimy  discharge  from  her  vagina  was  noticed.  The  ease  was  considered 
as  hemorrhage  into  the  spinal  cord  below  its  cervical  enlargement.  The 
treatment  consisted  in  local  depletion,  in  the  methodical  use  of  the  oint- 
ment of  mercury,  and  in  the  use  of  drastics.  The  patient,  liaving  im- 
proved in  general  very  little,  died  from  decubitus  about  a  year  after  tlie 
attack.  The  most  noteworthy  observations  made  on  autopsy  are  the 
following :  About  one  inch  below  the  cervical  enlargement  of  the  si)inal 
cord  there  seemed  to  be  a  compressure.  A  cross  section  through  this 
part  showed  that  its  original  diameter  was  reduced  very  much,  and 
that  the  right  lateral  column  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  anterior  and 
posterior  columns,  as  well  as  the  gray  substance  between,  were  occupied 
by  a  rusty  brown  substance  of  callous  consistence.  The  microscopic  ex- 
amination of  this  pi'oved  that  it  Avas  formed  of  connective  tissue  inclosing 
fatty  matter,  crystals  of  hiematoidine  and  a  granulated  brownish  pigment; 
the  vessels  in  this  part  had  undergone  fatty  degeneration,  their  walls  were 
thickened,  and  contained  brown  pigment ;  no  nervous  elements  could  be 
found  in  this  substance  ;  its  entire  length  was  about  one-tenth  of  an  inch. 
The  adjacent  parts  of  the  medulla  were  not  degenerated  hy  softening;  only 
a  few  rusty  stripes  and  a  yellowish  color  were  noticed  on  their  examina- 
tion ;  the  whole  remaining  cord  was  found  to  be  intact.  As  no  symptom 
speaks  for  myelitis  as  a  causal  element  in  this  disease,  it  could  only  be 
caused  by  an  effusion  of  blood  into  the  substance  of  the  cord :  the  latter 
probably  had  been  provoked  by  suppression  of  the  menses,  for  the  heart 
and  the  vessels,  especially  those  of  the  spinal  marrow,  were  intact,  and  no 
injury  had  occurred  to  the  patient.  It  is  true  that  she  stated  she  never 
had  had  her  catamenia  nor  noticed  any  molimina,  in  spite  of  her  age  and 
bodily  development.  There  were,  also,  no  signs  of  menstruation  noticed 
during  her  sickness.  But  there  was  revealed  by  autopsy  the  presence  of 
a  corpus  luteum  of  the  size  of  a  pea,  and  certainly  of  a  longer  standing; 
and  a  slimy  excretion  from  her  vagina  was  observed  a  few  days  after  the 
attack.    These  facts  favor  strongly  the  above-mentioned  suggestion." 

Morbid  Anatomy  Central :  hemorrhage  takes  place  into  the  upper 

part  of  the  cord  more  often  than  in  any  other  locality,  but  the  lumbar  and 
dorsal  segments  may  also  be  its  seat.  The  gray  matter  is  naturally  more 
frequently  the  seat  of  hemorrhage  than  the  white,  and  when  preceded  by 
myelitis  or  injury  it  will  be  generally  more  extensive  than  in  the  latter. 
If  the  hemorrhage  be  profuse,  we  will  find  that  the  cord  is  enlarged  at  the 
point  where  the  escape  of  blood  has  taken  place,  and  that  it  has  a  doughy 
feel.    Hemorrhage  into  the  meninges  may  be  sometimes  associated  with 
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an  intracranial  condition,  tlic  blood  escaping  from  a  cerebral  vessel,  flood- 
ing the  ventricles,  and  jjassing  down  into  the  spinal  cavity.  Various 
meningeal  diseases  may  terminate  in  this  way,  as  well  as  spinal  congestion 
and  tetanus,  and  occasionally  spinal  tumors  and  vertebral  disease  give  rise 
to  such  an  efiiision  of  blood.  Old  cysts  have  been  found  in  the  cord  in 
some  cases,  but  their  existence  is  comparatively  rare,  and  when  met  witli 
tliey  present  the  same  appearance  as  is  seen  in  the  brain,  though  of  course 
they  are  much  smaller.  In  meningeal  hemorrhage,  the  coverings  of  the 
cord  are  red  and  suffused,  and  perhaps  opalescent  and  thickened,  and 
there  is  possibly  some  meningitis  with  sero-purulent  collection;  the  eliused 
blood  may  be  found  as  a  semi-organized  clot,  and  presents,  according  to 
the  time  of  existence,  changes  of  color  of  varying  depth.  Occasioinilly 
the  condition  which  favors  the  development  of  spinal  apoplexy  may  huul 
to  cerebral  accidents  of  the  same  character,  and  evidences  of  such  trouble 
may  be  found  to  coexist. 

Diagnosis. — The  symptoms  must  be  distinguished  from  paraplegia  due 
to  myelitis,  and  from  those  of  cerebral  hemorrhage,  which  may,  as  Brown- 
Stiquard  has  lately  sho'wn,  be  produced.  In  tlie  former  there  are  primary 
symptoms  which  I  will  discuss  in  speaking  of  myelitis,  and  in  the  latter 
there  is  usually  some  affection  of  consciousness,  and  some  disturbance  of 
speech.  This  latter  variety  of  disease  (cerebral  paraplegia)  is  so  anoma- 
lous, however,  as  to  have  but  little  weight  as  a  condition  to  be  excluded. 
The  subsequent  effects  of  such  a  hemorrhage,  paralysis,  contractures,  etc., 
may  be  confounded  with  several  chronic  conditions.  Among  these  are 
spinal  tumors,  adult  spinal  paralysis,  and  ataxia.  The  first  is  connected 
with  decided  hyperkinesis,  is  of  gradual  development,  and  is  accompanied 
by  slowly  appearing  symptoms.  Antero-spinal  paralysis  or  adult  spinal 
l)aralysis  is  ushered  in  by  fever  and  unattended  by  any  loss  of  sensation 
or  incontinence,  and  the  atrophy  is  rapid.  Locomotor  ataxia  is  symptom- 
atized  by  increased  electric  contractility,  by  no  paralysis,  and  by  disturb- 
ance of  coordination. 

Prognosis — If  the  hemorrhage  takes  place  in  the  meninges  or  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  cord,  the  prognosis  is  perhaps  better  than  if  its  seat  is 
in  the  cervical  or  dorsal  segments.  In  the  first  instance  the  patient  may 
live  some  time  or  ultimately  recover,  but  in  the  latter  the  probability  of 
sudden  or  early  death  is  almost  certain.  Grisolle'  says  :  "  Spinal  hem- 
orrhage nms  a  rapid  course.  A  single  patient  has  survived  forty  days  : 
the  majority,  however,  succumb  at  the  end  of  several  days,  by  suspension 
of  respiration.  Among  others  death  is  hastened  or  produced  by  the  devel- 
opment of  bedsores.  Nevertheless,  spinal  hemorrhage  is  not  necessarily  a 
fatal  condition."  He  refers  to  a  case  observed  by  Cruveilhier,  and  states 
that  this  is  the  only  cure  of  Avhich  he  has  known.    Erichsen,^  however, 


'  GrisoUc,  Path.  Interne,  vol.  i.  p.  G59. 
*  On  Concussion  of  the  Spine,  etc. 
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Ims  reported  recoveries  wliii-li  huve  tiiken  pluci;  in  cases  which  were  of 
triumuUic  oriffin ;  so  the  ])n)giiosis  is  perliiips  not  so  bad,  after  all. 

Treatment. — The  early  treatment  of  spinal  hemorrliage  should  con- 
sist of  cold  a|)[)lications  to  the  spine,  perfect  quiet,  and  rest.  Subsequently 
ergot  and  beUadonna  will  be  of  great  benefit.  Blistering  and  leeches  to 
tlie  {)ainful  point  in  the  back  are  next  in  order,  and  later  on  the  actual 
cautery  is  the  most  serviceable  external  agent. 
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CHAPTBE  YIII. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  SPINAL  CORD. 

SPINAL  IIYPERiEMIA. 
(a)  spinal  congestion  ;  (b)  subacute  spinal  hyperemia. 

Two  varieties  of  spinal  hypersemica  exist:  one  of  sudden  origin,  and  of 
a  sthenic  character,  which  I  prefer  to  call  Spinal  Congestion;  the  other 
of  slow  progress  as  compared  to  the  first,  and  characterized  by  accinnida- 
tion  rather  than  congestion,  which  I  will  speak  of  as  Subacute  Spinal 
Hyperemia. 

spinal  congestion. 

This  first  variety,  which  lias  been  excellently  described  by  Eadclife,^  is 
not  so  common  as  the  latter,  or  at  least  such  has  been  my  experience.  It 
is  apparently  a  serious  condition,  and  may  somewhat  puzzle  the  incautious 
observer  who  may  mistake  it  for  some  one  of  tlie  organic  diseases;  but  it 
has  certain  distinct  features  which  do  not  belong  to  the  organic  neuroses, 
and  I  think  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  making  a  diagnosis. 

Symptoms  The  following  may  be  the  symptoms  of  an  attack  of 

Spinal  Congestion.  The  patient  probably  attracts  the  notice  of  his  friends 
by  telling  them  that  he  cannot  get  out  of  bed,  that  "  he  feels  as  if  he  were 
a  lump  of  lead,"  or  that  his  "  legs  and  arms  are  made  of  wood."  He  can- 
not move,  and  complains  repeatedly  of  his  utter  weakness  ;  he  sighs,  and 
may  complain  that  the  room  is  close,  and  ask  to  have  a  window  opened ; 
he  is  able  to  appreciate  any  warm  substances  that  may  be  applied  to 
the  surface,  and  very  acutely  feels  pincliing  or  tlie  prick  of  a  pin.  The 
legs,  he  says,  seem  very  cold,  and  he  requires  extra  covering ;  he  has 
backache  and  pains,  which  run  down  the  back  of  the  thighs,  but  pressure 
does  not  aggravate  the  pain  in  the  back,  which  is  only  relieved  by  lying 
upon  the  side  or  belly.  His  mind  is  clear,  but  he  is  restless,  sutlers  for 
want  of  sleep,  and  is  extremely  uncomfortable.  The  functions  of  tlie 
bowels  are  perhaps  interfered  with,  there  being  constipation;  but  there  is 
never  incontinence  of  urine  or  feces.  The  patient  becomes  paralyzed,  and 
such  paralysis  is  rather  sudden,  and  may  take  place  during  the  niglit,  or 
])erhaps  more  gi-adually  after  the  appearance  of  pain  and  the  other  symp- 
toms just  mentioned.  Reflex  action  is  abolished,  and  electro-muscular 
contractility  is  increased. 


Article  in  Reynolds's  System  of  Medicine,  vol.  ii. 
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Itiulcliffc  culls  attention  to  the  wasting  of  the  muscles,  but  I  have  never 
seen  more  than  the  general  atrophy  which  would  occur  from  disease  of  the 
lower  extremities,  for  the  patient  may  sometimes  lie  in  bed  for  months 
before  he  regains  tlu;  lost  power.  The  duration  of  the  attack  rarely 
exceeds  six  Avecks,  but  there  is  a  possibility  of  a  second  attack.  The 
paralysis  is  generally  paraplegic,  though  it  nuiy  Ix;  irregular  in  its  onset, 
one  leg  or  arm  being  attected  before  the  other,  and  in  some  cases  it  is 
general.  The  spinal  pain  seems  to  be  increased  by  warmth,  and  the 
patient  will  feel  the  ice-bag  to  be  very  grateful  after  lying  upon  his  back 
for  a  long  time  on  a  warm  bed.  These  jjains  are  as  a  rule  unaffected  by 
movement,  which  is  not  the  case  in  meningitis.  I  have  never  seen  bed- 
sores as  a  feature  of  the  disease,  and  for  this  reason  no  suspicion  of  mye- 
litis should  arise. 


SUBACUTE  SPINAL  HYPEREMIA. 

Symptoms — The  expressions  of  this  condition  are  very  slowly  mani- 
fested, and  are  very  often  mistaken  for  those  of  the  opposite  condition  

anaemia  of  the  cord.  Tingling  and  heaviness  of  the  limbs  may  distress 
the- patient,  and  render  him  disinclined  to  take  exercise  or  remain  stand- 
ing for  any  length  of  time,  and  much  of  his  want  of  energy  may  be  mis- 
taken for  laziness.  These  symptoms  are  especially  disagreeable  towards 
night  in  those  who  have  walked  much  during  the  day,  and  there  is  an 
uneasy,  tired  feeling,  which  is  only  relieved  by  change  of  position;  and 
the  patient  seeks  in  vain  for  a  comfortable  place  to  rest  his  weary  limbs,  and 
only  finds  it  when  he  lies  upon  his  bed  or  sofa.  There  may  be  cutaneous 
anajsthesia,  and  occasionally  hyperesthesia,  but  these  sensory  troubles 
are  by  no  means  common.  There  may  also  be  the  "constricting  band," 
which  is  so  usually  suggestive  of  inflammation,  and  there  are  vague 
undefined  pains  in  the  thighs,  legs,  and  back,  which  are  extremely  dis- 
tressing. The  temperature  is  lowered,  and  there  may  be  the  same  o[)- 
pressed  breathing  which  is  such  a  marked  feature  of  the  acute  variety. 
Decided  pai'esis  is  rare,  and,  if  it  should  take  place,  it  is  nearly  always  para- 
plegifoi-m,  and  not  general,  as  it  may  occasionally  be  in  the  acute  variety. 
Should  this  be  the  case,  we  will  find  the  same  impaired  condition  of  reflex 
excitability  and  normal  electro-muscular  contractility  which  characterizes 
the  more  active  variety  of  spinal  hyperasmia.  The  tendency  of  the  disease 
is  to  disappear  under  proper  treatment,  and  in  its  worst  forms  is  neither  a 
grave  nor  lasting  trouble,  and  should  not  be  looked  upon  with  alarm. 

Causes  "Women  seem  to  be  more  subject  to  the  first  toj-m  than 

men,  and  this  is  probably  owing  to  irregularities  of  the  menstrual  condi- 
tion. Uterine  conditions,  symptomatized  by  dysmenorrhcea  or  amenor- 
rhcca,  may  be,  and  often  are,  its  sole  causes.  Among  men,  the  long  con- 
tinuance of  tlie  erect  position  seems  to  i'avor  the  gravitation  of  blood,  and 
hypostatic  hyperasmia  of  the  spine  is  thereby  induced.  A  few  years  ago 
I  satisfied  myself  that  the  maintenance  of  the  erect  postui-e  for  a  long-con- 
tinued period  resulted  in  a  great  deal  of  mischief.    My  investigations 
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were  much  among  car-drivers,  who  were  compelletl  to  stand  upon  the  platlbrni 
of  tlic  city  raih'oad  oars  for  a  jicriod  of  Irom  iburtcen  to  sixteen  liours  daily. 
Spinal  congestion,  varicose  veins,  and  t)tlier  vascular  changes  were  common 
and  serious'results ;  and  the  spinal  troubles  were  only  relieved  by  a  long  rest. 
Venery,  alcoholic  intemperance,  and  malaria  are  often  causes  of  spinal 
hypcraMuia;  and  suppression  of  any  bloody  discharge,  such  as  the  menses, 
or  tliat  from  luemorrlioids,  will  be  apt  to  be  followed  by  more  or  less 
spinal  hyperjemia.  Among  the  more  serious  causes  of  spinal  hyperasmia 
may  be  mentioned  the  fevers.  The  sjjinal  congestions  which  usher  in 
some  of  the  exanthemata  are  symptomatized  by  back  pains,  etc.,  and  do 
not  properly  come  under  this  head  for  discussion;  but  there  are  conditions 
which  play  a  most  important  part  in  the  etiology  of  si)inal  congestion. 
The  malarial  cachexia  very  frequently  induces  a  condition  of  spinal 
liyperremia  which  misleads  the  observer,  and  the  true  cause  may  be  lost 
sight  of  under  the  periodic  character  of  the  painful  exacerbations.  This 
we  should  take  into  account  if  there  be  any  suspicion  of  malarial  poison- 
ing. I  have  seen  many  cases  of  very  decided  subacute  spinal  hyperajmia 
which  followed  intermittent  fever.  The  disease  had  become  masked  to 
some  degree,  so  that  no  chill  was  complained  of ;  but  the  individual  suf- 
fered more  at  some  parts  of  the  day  than  at  others,  and,  in  one  case  of 
this  kind,  there  was  some  loss  of  power,  which  Avas  increased  daily  at  a 
certtiin  hour,  and  never  seemed  to  disappear  entirely. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology. — What  I  have  said  in  speak- 
ing of  cerebral  hypei-aamia  may  be  referred  to  in  explanation  of  the  ap- 
pearances met  with  in  spinal  congestion.  The  gray  matter  will  be  found 
to  be  quite  dark,  and  the  vessels  are  usually  enlarged.  The  white  matter 
is  often  of  a  pinkish  hue,  and  there  may  be  areas  of  liyperfemia  which  an; 
localized  ;  or  the  suffusion  may  be  general.  Microscopically  examined,  the 
cord  will  be  found  to  have  undergone  very  slight  changes,  and  they  may 
consist  only  in  increased  vascularity,  enlargement  of  capillaries,  and  per- 
haps some  exudation  beneath  the  vascular  sheaths.  The  vessels  of  the  me- 
ninges are  engorged,  and  there  are  to  be  observed  small  ecchymosed  spots, 
or  occasionally  an  effusion  of  serum.  The  symptoms  of  the  disease  result 
from  pressure  upon,  and  irritation  of,  the  nervous  elements;  and  the  vio- 
lence will  depend  upon  the  site  of  the  most  decided  hyperasmia.  The 
gray  substance,  when  subject  to  pressure  from  distended  vessels,  gives  rise 
to  the  pain  in  the  back,  and  cutaneous  hypera^sthesia,  as  well  as  the  spas- 
modic movements  whicli  symptomatize  the  aggravated  forms.  Spinal 
hyperaemia  is  directly  induced  by  blood  defects  and  disease  of  other 
organs,  and  it  is  favored  by  the  anatomical  structure  of  the  parts  con- 
cerned. The  tortuous  course  of  the  veins,  and  tlie  absence  of  valves,  are, 
according  to  Jaccoud,  among  the  latter.  The  stasis  of  blood  in  their  inte- 
rior, which  follows  forced  respiration,  such  as  must  be  caused  by  violent 
exertion,  or  by  disease  of  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  organs  which  to 
some  degree  arrests  the  return  of  venous  blood  from  the  coi-d,  favors 
hyperajmia. 
15 
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Diagnosis — Si)inal  meningitis,  myelitis,  and  spinal  irritation  are  the 
diseuises  witli  wliicii  it  may  be  contounded. 

1st.  The  si)inal  \y,uns  of  menhu/ttis  ai-(!  increased,  as  has  l)een  shown, 
by  movement,  wiiich  is  not  tlie  case  in  spina!  congestion,  and  tiiere  is  a 
mnscular  rigidity  in  tlie  first-mentioned  disease  which  does  not  exist  in 
this. 

2d.  Myelitis  differs  from  spinal  congestion  for  the  reason  tlnit  coni])lete 
an£estiiesia,  wasting,  loss  of  electric  contractility  and  sensibility,  rellex- 
excitability,  incontinence  of  nrine  and  feces,  and  bedsoi-es,  belong  to  tlie 
former. 

3d^.  Spinal  irritation  {a.x\is.m\ii'i).  Tlie  spinal  tendei-ness  is  increased 
by  pressure  in  anaemia,  and  there  is  no  cutaneous  tingling.  There  are 
troubles  of  other  organs,  and  generally  a  variable  amount  of  hysteria. 
Hammond  alludes  to  the  fact  that  urinary  troubles,  when  they  exist, 
antedate  the  spinal  anemia,  while  in  spinal  congestion  they  are  secondary. 

Prognosis. — The  chances  for  recoveiy  are  very  good,  provided  active 
measures  are  at  once  taken  to  reduce  the  fulness  of  the  spinal  vessels.  If 
the  condition  becomes  a  chronic  one,  even  then  much  may  be  done  to  im- 
prove the  abnormal  state  of  the  circulation.  In  many  cases,  however,  it 
precedes  myelitis,  particularly  when  it  takes  the  slow  course  which  I  have 
described  as  subacute  spinal  hyperaimia,  or  it  may  lead  to  atrophy ;  but 
this  tissue-change  is  more  directly  induced  by  spinal  anremia. 

Treatment. — The  local  application  of  cups,  counter-ii-ritants,  and 
cold  may  all  be  practised;  and,  in  addition,  we  may  use  either  hydrobromic 
acid  (FF.  6,  7),  the  bromides,  or  ergot,  in  full  doses ;  or  belladonna  (F.  70), 
till  some  of  the  toxic  effects  are  produced.  It  is  never  M'eli  to  prescribe 
alcohol,  stiychnine,  or  iron  in  these  cases,  or  any  other  agents  which  in- 
crease central  irritability,  and  I  have  witnessed  disasti'ous  effects  from 
their  use.  The  Turkish  bath  is,  I  think,  one  of  the  best  adjuvants  to 
these  forms  of  treatment.  As  a  local  application  to  the  spine,  I  have 
directed  the  patient  to  procure  a  strip  of  adhesive  plaster,  which  should 
extend  from  the  lower  cervical  vertebra  to  the  sacrum.  This  is  to  be 
warmed  and  dusted  Avith  red  pepper,  and  then  applied  to  the  back.  It  is 
a  very  excellent  form  of  counter-irritant,  and  may  be  worn  for  some  time. 
The  cups  may  be  wet  or  dry,  according  to  the  severity  of  the  case,  although 
I  prefer  the  former.  Should  there  be  any  pronounced  symptoms,  tliese 
are  to  be  used  two  or  three  times  a  week.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
"■eneral  treatment,  such  as  the  re-establishment  of  fluxes  which  luive  been 
interrupted,  and  the  regulation  of  the  functions  of  the  excretory  organs,  is  to 
be  undertaken  as  early  as  possible  ;  for,  like  cerebral  hyperannia,  the  con- 
dition is  nearly  always  one  that  is  secondary.  As  an  immediate  remedy, 
one  of  Chapman's  bags  may  be  filled  with  ice-water  and  applied  to  the 
back  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  at  a  time,  or  the  ether  spray  will  answer 
the  same  purpose. 
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SPINAL  IRRITATION. 
(spinal  anemia?) 

Synonyms  Isclidmie  cle  lu  moelle.    Antcmie  de  hi  moelle. 

TliL-  brotlici-s  Grifliu'  were  the  first  to  describe  this  interesting  iilfcction, 
and  since  the  appearance  of  their  first  paper  in  the  London  Medical  and 
P/n/sical  Journal  in  1829,  very  little  has  been  added  to  our  knowledge  of 
this  condition,  wliich  was  fully  considered  so  many  years  ago.  The  pa- 
thology of  the  affection  was  by  the  Griffins  supposed  to  consist  primarily 
in  an°irritation  of  the  sympathetic  ganglia,  and  they  divided  their  cases 
into  three  varieties,  viz.,  those  in  which  the  cervical,  dorsal,  or  lumbar 
portions  of  the  sympathetic  nerves  w6re  involved.  In  later  years  other 
observers,  among  them  Hammond,  consider  the  affection  due  to  an  anajmic 
condition  of  the  cord,  and  the  last-mentioned  author  goes  so  ftir  as  to  at- 
tempt to  localize  anemia  of  the  different  columns,  and  groups  nearly  all 
forms  of  reflex  paralysis,  etc,  under  this  head.  I  am  disinclined  to  agree 
with  him,  not  only  because  I  believe  that  spinal  irritation  depends  some- 
times upon  hyperajmia,  but  I  think  that  this  condition  is  due  more  to  a 
loss  or  abnormality  of  cell-functions.  I  am  therefore  disposed  to  adopt  the 
views  of  the  Griffins,  and  consider  "spinal  irritation"  to  be  a  condition  due 
to  a  primary  perversion  of  the  functions  of  the  sympathetic  system,  or  to 
a  secondary  ischemic  state,  and  that  in  some  parts  of  the  cord  both  abnor- 
malities of  circulation  exist.^ 

Symptoms  The  indications  of  spinal  irritation  are  quite  varied, 

but  there  are  several  which  are  distinctly  pathognomonic.  One  of  these  is 
spinal  tenderness.  If  the  observer  makes  firm  pressure  with  his  thumb  at 
different  points  over  the  intervertebral  spaces,  he  may  cause  tlie  patient 
to  wince  where  a  painful  point  receives  the  jjressure.  These  tender  spots 
may  be  either  in  the  cervical,  dorsal,  or  lumbar  regions,  but  more  often 
the  cervical  or  dorsal.  Sometimes  the  skin  is  so  hyperajsthetic  at  these 
places  that  the  pressure  of  the  clothing  is  sufficient  to  cause  the  wearer 
great  discomfort;  and  such  patients,  be  they  women,  are  fidgety  and  irri- 
table. Pressure  made  at  certain  points  may  be  followed  by  pain,  not  only 
in  the  region  pressed  upon,  but  at  distant  parts;  for  instance,  in  one  of 


'  Observations  on  Functional  Affections  of  the  Spinal  Cord  and  Ganglionic 
System  of  Nerves,  etc.,  by  Wm.  and  Daniel  Griffin.    London,  1834. 

2  I)r.  V.  P.  Gibncy  advanced  the  view  before  the  American  Neurological  So- 
ciety (session  of  .187  7)  that  spuial  irritation  was,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  a  me- 
iiiiiigeal  affection,  and  was  usually  the  result  of  injury  of  some  kind.  In  supi)ort 
of  this  theory  he  brought  forward  a  number  of  cases,  all  of  tlioni  of  gi'oat  interest. 
I  am  sti-ongly  inclined  to  accept  Dr.  Gibney's  explanation,  but  not  in  its  entirety. 
Spinal  in-itation  is  very  probably  due  not  only  to  atl'ections  of  the  cord  alone,  but 
to  the  meninges  as  well,  as  tlie  symptoms  of  spinal  tenderness  suggest.  Tiiat  a 
great  many  cases  arise  from  disordered  funetions  of  other  oi'gans.  there  can  be  no 
<loubt,  and  the  history  of  injury  is  very  often  absent. 
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Griffin's  cjises  pressure  made  ovcu-  the  dorsal  vertebra  was  followed  by  pain 
ill  tiie  steniiini.    l*ain  also  of  a  darting  or  lancinating  cliaracter  follows 
sucii  jjressiire,  and  sometimes  wlien  the  lumbar  region  is  its  seat  there 
may  be  twinges  whicli  travel  down  the  crural  and  sciatic  nerves.  So, 
too,  may  there  be  radiation  of  pain  about  tlic  chest  when  liie  dorsal  por- 
tion of  the  cord  is  subjected  to  tliis  procedui-e.    Pressure  over  the  cervi- 
cal intervertebral  spaces  produces  vertigo,  headache,  and  nausea.  Willi 
ii-ritation  of  the  cervical  region,  vertigo  is  quite  pronounced.  Memory 
is  alfected,  and  hysterical  manifestations  are  quite  common;  while  in- 
somnia and  headache,  disordered  vision  and  i'acial  neuralgia,  vomiting, 
a.nd  respiratory  troubles  are  all  i)rominent  symptoms.    The  headache  is 
connected  with  soreness  of  the  scalp,  and  is  of  a  neuralgic  character,  and 
the  fifth  nerve  is  so  extensively  affected  that  toothache,  faceache,  and  deej) 
orbital  pains  when  they  occur,  are  almost  intolerable.    As  an  evidence  of 
disordered  function  of  the  fifth  nerve,  there  may  be  trophic  changes  in  the 
cornea,  such  as  ulceration,  and  there  is  in  some  cases  keratitis.  Cervico- 
brachial  neuralgia  may  exist  in  addition  to  the  facial  neuralgia,  and  may 
be  cither  one-sided  or  bilateral,  and  pressure  made  upon  the  cervical  ver- 
tebra) may  greatly  aggi-avate  the  neuralgia.    Diplopia,  amaurosis,  and 
other  visual  troubles  are  annoying  in  the  extreme,  and  the  intense  iiyper- 
icsthetic  state  of  the  organs  of  special  sense  may  give  rise  to  hallucinations 
of  sight  or  hearing.     There  is  not  rarely  photophobia  of  a  distressing 
character,  so  that  the  individual  is  obliged  to  stay  in  a  darkened  room. 
Deafness  is  an  occasional  symptom,  and  ringing  in  the  ears  is  an  indica- 
tion of  cerebral  anremia  coexistent  with  the  spinal  troubles.    The  gastric 
mucous  membrane  may  be  in  an  extremely  irritable  condition,  so  that 
the  food  is  speedily  ejected,  and  with  the  vomiting  there  are  nausea  and 
vertigo.    The  spinal  origin  of  this  symptom  may  be  satisfactorily  proved 
by  applying  a  blister  to  the  painful  spot.    Various  respiratory  and  cardiac 
irregularities  are  quite  constant  accompaniments  of  spinal  irritation. 
Among  these  are  attacks  of  dyspepsia,  angina,  palpitation,  coughing,  or  a 
sense  of  pressure  and  discomfort  in  breathing,  asthma,  etc.  Urinary 
troubles  may  exist  when  the  morbid  spinal  condition  is  situated  lower 
down,  and  often  ovarian  neuralgia.    Convulsive  movements  of  the  legs 
and  obstinate  constipation  swell  the  list  of  symptoms.    A  form  of  paraple- 
gia, usually  of  an  hysterical  nature,  but  sometimes  so  constant  as  to  seem 
to  be  dependent  upon  some  organic  lesion,  occasionally  symptoniatizes  the 
disease.    There  is  even  lowered  temperature,  though  the  patient  may 
complain  of  subjective  sensations  of  warmth  ;  but  the  paraplegia  is  never 
attended  by  any  evidences  of  the  real  condition  which  follows  myelitis. 
The  action  of  the  bladder  and  rectum  is  normal,  and  the  electro-muscular 
contractility  and  reflex  excitability  are,  if  anything,  increased,  and  the 
anaesthesia  or  hyperassthesia,  if  it  exists,  is  quite  unimportant. 

The  following  history  was  given  to  me  in  the  patient's  words,  and  is  so 
graphic  that  I  consider  it  Avortliy  of  reproduction : — 

\ St  year,  1807.  There  Avas  some  cerebral  anaemia.  Inability  lo  think 
consecutively,  oi-  to  do  anything  tliat  rcipiired  looking  after;  constant 
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iKuisea  and  dizziness;  a  burnin-r  in  head  and  spine,  and  an  occasional 
doej)  seated  and  momentary  pain  in  the  liead;  an  excessive  demand  for 
pure  air;  extreme  liypent'Sthesia  of  skin ;  sleeplessness;  worried  feeling  in 
the  ovaries. 

•2d  year,  18G8.  Head  symptoms  slightly  improved;  body  grew  weak  and 
tremulous;  felt  as  if  starving  to  death,  tliough  witli  good  appetite  for 
nourisliing  food.  Nausea  not  constant,  but  occui-ring  every  night  between 
nine  and  ten,  and  lasting  about  an  hour. 

Zd  year,  18G9.  Mind  grew  painfully  active,  it  was  imiiossible  to  stpi) 
thinking  asleep  or  awake  ;  gradual  loss  of  use  of  arms  and  legs,  with  dis- 
tressing'jerkings  of  latter  ;  liysterieal;  light  and  sound  almost  intolerable. 

Uh  year,  1870.  Commenced  walking  after  lying  in  bed  seven  months. 
Dizziness,  slee])lcssness,  tremor;  burning  in  head  and  spine  continued. 

bth  year,  1871.  Same  as  fourth  year,  with  some  alleviation. 

^th  year,  1872.  INIaterial  changes  were  more  sleep,  arrested  condition  of 
brain,  and  tremor  not  constant. 

7f/i  year,  1873.  Dizziness,  which  had  been  constant  from  the  beginning, 
ceased.  Ability  to  converse,  and  listen  to  any  amount  of  reading,  attend 
lectures,  etc.  Pain  or  distressed  feeling  in  head  most  of  time.  More  de- 
pression of  synrits  than  ever;,  sleep  full  of  nightmare.  Neuralgic  pain; 
appetite  indifferent;  bowels  torpid;  menses  irregular  and  over-abundant, 
extremely  painful,  and  prostrating. 

Tlie  patient  was  29  years  old,  and  married.  She  is  in  appearance 
anemic,  evidently  of  a  strumous  diathesis,  and  somewhat  liysterieal.  Her 
pupils  are  dilated,  and  there  is  decided  muscular  asthenia.  She  cannot  read, 
and,  when  she  attempts  to  do  so,  there  is  a  peculiar  dizziness,  or,  as  she 
very  pertinently  calls  it,  a  "nausea  of  the  brain."  If  reading  is  persisted 
in,  the  dizziness  is  excessive,  and  there  is  ultimately  vomiting.  Her  liead- 
ache  is  vertical,  and  some  uneasiness  is  produced  by  pressure  made  over 
cervical  vertebriB.  Her  urine  is  copious  and  abundant,  and  contains  phos- 
phates. Constipation  is  persistent  and  obstinate.  At  my  request  Dr. 
Loring  examined  her  eyes  with  the  ophthalmoscope,  and  found  atrophy  of 
the  left  optic  disk. 

Jan.  30,  1874.  Strychnia,  iron,  and  phosphoric  acid  were  given,  and 
absolute  rest  required  and  enjoined;  and  one  month  later  she  returned, 
feeling  very  much  improved.  It  is  possible  for  lier  to  read  two  hours  at 
a  time  without  being  fatigued,  and  her  spirits  are  very  mucli  improved; 
lier  depression  has  somewhat  disappeared,  and  she  sleeps  much  better.  A 
curious  feature  of  this  woman's  disease  was  excessive  somnolency  during 
the  day,  and  it  was  often  necessaiy  to  use  violent  measures  to  arouse  her 
from  her  very  jjrofound  sleep.  During  the  evening  she  became  very  ani- 
mated and  bright,  talking  brilliantly  upon  all  subjects,  and  it  was  not 
until  midnight  before  she  again  felt  a  disposition  to  sleep.  In  her  case 
evidently  the  menorrhagia  was  the  cause  of  the  anaamia. 

Causes. — Tiie  victims  of  spinal  irritation  are  nearly  always  women, 
very  rarely  men.  It  may  safely  be  said  that  nine-tenths  of  all  tlie  cases 
are  females.  It  rarely  occurs  before  puberty,  but  after  that  time  may 
make  its  appearance,  and  tlien  is  generally  dependent  upon,  or  asso- 
ciated with,  in-egular  or  profuse  menstruation.  It  not  rarely  begins  at 
the  menopause,  but  is  more  often  of  earlier  origin.  Hereditary  jiredis- 
jiosition  seems  to  have  mucii  to  do  with  its  development.    Various  mental 
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causes  play  an  important  part  in  it.s  production;  care,  worry,  and  over- 
work being  among  tiiese.  Various  dehilitating  diseases,  cliildbirtli,  and 
bad  liabils,  may  be  enumenUcd  as  addiliomd  causes. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology — Spinal  irritation  being  a 
functional  disease,  it  is  imjiossible  to  find  any  post-mortem  indications, 
unless  tli(!y,  p(irliaps,  are  foci  of  low  inflammatory  action,  such  as  thicken- 
ing of  the  neuroglia,  or  simple  atrophy. 

As  to  its  pathology,  I  have  already  expressed  my  views  in  regard  to 
the  probability  of  botii  hyperajmic  and  ana^nic  conditions  as  pathological 
factors.  It  is  impossible,  I  am  convinced,  to  locate  the  point  of  irrilation 
in  either  of  the  columns,  and  any  attempt  to  do  so  is  an  unwarranted  and 
impossible  refinement  of  diagnosis.  We  may  approximate  its  seat  by  the 
region  of  tenderness,  and  the  predominance  of  special  groups  of  symp- 
toms; and  this  is  all  that  I  believe  to  be  possible.  Spinal  irritation  may 
undoubtedly  result  from — 1,  reflected  irritation;  2,  impoverished  blood- 
supply;  3,  local  changes  dependent  upon  disease  of  adjacent  tissues. 

The  labors  of  Brown-S6quard,  Bernard,  and  lately  Lauder  Brunton. 
have  proved  most  satisfactorily  the  intimate  relation  between  tlie  sympa- 
thetic and  cerebro-spinal  systems;  and  the  observations  of  the  former  are 
especially  valuable  because  of  their  pathological  bearing.  Not  only  may 
distant  organs  send  irritating  impressions  to  the  cord,  to  be  followed  by 
vaso-motor  stimulation,  contraction,  and  subsecpient  relaxation  of  the 
vessels,  but  the  intra-spinal  circulation  of  impure  blood  may  j^roduce  local 
irritation,  imperfect  nutrition  of  the  nerve-cells,  shrinkage  of  the  nervous 
tissue,  and  cedema  of  the  perivascular  spaces.  The  chain  of  inhibitory 
ganglia,  described  in  such  a  beautiful  maimer  by  Brunton,  places  in  close 
relation  the  different  parts  of  the  cerebro-spinal  axis,  so  that  there  is 
nearly  always  a  disturbance  of  several  organs  when  the  harmony  is  af- 
fected. 

The  vascular  cramp  of  Nothnagel  will  account  for  various  isch£emi(t 
conditions  in  certain  parts,  while  circulation  in  neighboring  districts  may 
be  perfectly  normal.  Bidder^  has  also  shown  that  complete  alteration  of 
vascular  calibre  is  impossible,  so  that  at  best  there  is  contraction  but  at 
a  certain  point,  while  the  other  part  of  the  vessel  may  be  dilated. 

Bidder's  experiments  also  demonstrated  that  excitement  or  exaggera- 
tion of  function  may  exist  with  depressed  function  at  the  same  time,  in  a 
compound  organ. 

It  is  therefore  reasonable  enough  to  consider  that  spinal  irritation  is  not 
altogether  dependent  upon  spinal  anfemia. 

The  production  of  special  symptoms  is  explained  by  the  involvement 
of  sympathetic,  cranial,  or  spinal  nerve-roots.  The  headache  may  result 
from  cerebral  anosmia,  as  may  also  the  mental  and  hysterical  symptoms  ; 
while  the  visceral  disturbances  arise  from  sympathetic  derangement  of  the 


'  Die  Rcflexe  sines  dcr  sensiblcn  Nervcn  du  Herzcn  auf  die  niotorische  du 
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alxlominul  organs.  Tlic  ])uin  resulting  from  pressure  is  due  to  impressions 
conducted  to  the  over-sensitive  centre  by  the  cutaneous  nerves.  It  is 
almost  unnecessary  to  allude  to  the  production  of  spasms,  reflected  pain, 
and  the  numerous  dysscsthesia. 

Diagnosis.— Spinal  congestion,  spinal  meningitis,  and  incipient  in- 
flammation of  the  cord,  may  suggest  themselves  to  the  observer.  As  to 
the  lii-st,  ditt'orential  diagnosis  is  often  impossible,  unless  there  be  actual 
paresis.  The  absence  of  great  spinal  tenderness  is  also  an  element  in 
diagnosis.  Spinal  meningitis  is  connected  with  tenderness,  but  it  is  not 
aggravated  so  much  by  pressure  as  by  muscular  movements.  There  are 
also  present  muscular  spasms  of  a  painful  character. 

Myelitis  in  the  beginning  is  attended  by  waist  constriction,  which  is  too 
marked  to  be  mistaken  ;  and  besides  paralysis  of  motion  and  sensation, 
there  is  atrophy,  as  well  as  progressive  symptoms.  The  presence  of  gastric 
symptoms,  which  arc  so  marked  in  nearly  all  cases  of  spinal  irritation,  of 
h.eadaclie,  and  great  languor,  a  generally  depraved  physical  state,  and  the 
existence  of  uterine  trouble,  should  all  be  taken  into  account. 

Griffin  alluded  to  several  other  disorders  likely  to  produce  some  of  the 
symptoms  of  spinal  irritation.  These  are  rheumatism,  which  is  sometimes 
causative  of  spinal  soreness,  and  various  acute  diseases,  Avhich,  however, 
present  so  many  symptoms  of  a  distinct  character  as  to  do  away  with  any 
chance  for  mistakes  in  diagnosis.  The  pain  of  rheumatism  is  generally  so 
severe  and  absorbing  that  the  patient's  mind  is  constantly  directed  to  it, 
while  affections  of  the  joint  usually  coexist. 

Prognosis  and  Treatment  If  the  patient  be  promptly  taken  in 

hand  it  is  often  possible  to  cure  the  disease,  but  I  am  inclined  to  consider 
well-established  spinal  irritation  the  most  discouraging  and  intractable 
functional  neurosis  that  is  to  be  met  with.  Commonly  connected  with 
ovarian  or  uterine  derangement,  it  defies  the  best-directed  efforts  of  the 
physician ; »  and,  if  the  factor  cannot  be  removed,  the  patient  becomes  a 
confirmed  invalid.  It  is,  therefore,  proper  in  all  cases  to  search  for  the 
cause,  and  in  three-quarters  of  the  female  cases  it  Avill  be  found  in  the  pel- 
vis. If  there  be  general  aniemia,  or  some  other  depraved  condition  of  the 
system,  we  are  to  "  build  up"  our  patient  Avith  cod-liver  oil  and  tonics 
(FF.  57,  43,  7,  8,  9),  and  a  very  excellent  one  is'  the  following : — 

R.  Fern  et  ammon.  citratis,  ^iij  ; 
Tr.  gentianaj,  giv. — M.  » 
Sig. — A  teaspooiiful  in  water  after  eating. 

Phosphorus,  either  in  the  form  of  Thompson's  solution  (FF.  24,  25,  20) 
or  the  phosphuretted  oil,  quinine,  pyrophospliate  of  iron,  Ilorsford's  acid 
phosphates  (F.  72),  the  syrup  of  the  combined  phosphates  (F.  73),  are  all 
in  order.  Nutritious  food  and  extract  of  malt  are  to  be  given,  and  a  liberal 
use  of  stimulants  is  strongly  recommended.  Strychnine  sometimes  does 
good,  and  at  others  does  a  great  deal  of  harm  ;  and  in  cases  where  there  is 
very  severe  pain,  I  prefer  other  remedies. 

Opium  in  small  doses  is  often  of  great  value,  and  its  effects  are  imme- 
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(liiito  and  excellent.  External  conntcr-irritation,  either  by  the  actual 
cautery  applied  on  the  painl'ul  j)oints,  a  blister,  or  some  irritating  oint- 
ment, is  advised,  and  if  vomiting  be  present,  a  blister  on  the  epigastrium, 
subsequently  dusted  with  morphia,  allays  the  irritability  of  the  stomach.  I 
have  used  with  success,  and  would  recommend,  galvanism  (the  descending 
current),  the  positive  pole  being  placed  upon  the  nucha,  and  the  negative 
in  the  groin.  Five-minute  seances  every  day,  or  every  other  day,  are 
sufticient. 

Galvanization  of  the  cervical  sympathetic  is  an  important  form  of  auxil- 
iary treatment.  Heat  and  cold  alternately  applied  to  the  spine  ai-e  followed 
by  excellent  results  ;  or  Chapman's  ice-bags,  filled  with  hot  water,  and 
placed  in  contact  with  the  spine  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  daily,  are 
beneficial. 

Open-air  exercise,  Turkish  baths,  massage,  all  help  the  patient ;  and 
Mitchell's  rest-treatment,  already  described,  is  one  of  onv  best  modes  of 
treatment  in  confirmed  cases. 
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CHAPTEE  IX. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  SPINAL  CORD  (Continued). 

INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  SPINAL  CORD— MYELITIS. 

Synonyms  Myelitis.    Myclite  aigue,  chronique. 

Definition  Infiiimmation  of  the  spinal  cord,  usually  attended  by 

])urixlysis  of  motion  and  sensation  below  the  scat  of  the  spinal  lesion,  by 
involunlaiy  stools  and  incontinence  of  urine,  and  by  absence  of  reflex  ex- 
citability and  electric  contractility  in  the  paralyzed  parts,  and  a  tendency 
to  extension  upwards,  results  in  death  in  a  very  short  time  from  paralysis 
of  the  intercostal  muscles,  especially  should  the  pathological  condition  be 
an  acute  one. 

ACUTE  MYELITIS. 

Symptoms  The  disease  begins  rather  suddenly,  generally  with 

pain  in  the  back,  which  is  aggravated  by  pressure,  and  an  uneasy  sense  of 
tightness  about  the  waist.  These  unpleasant  sensations  may  be  preceded 
by  formication  and  tingling  of  the  feet,  some  loss  of  power,  and  'the  devel- 
opment of  more  or  less  fever,  during  which  the  temperature  may  be  very 
much  elevated.  These  symptoms  are  followed  in  several  hours,  or  after  a 
day  or  two,  by  loss  of  power  in  the  lower  limbs  and  by  an  aggravation 
of  the  spinal  pain.  The  patient  will  find  it  impossible  to  pass  his  urine, 
and  if  he  is  not  relieved  by  a  catheter  will  suffer  great  distress  ;  or  there 
may  be  final  relaxation  of  the  sphincter,  and  it  may  flow  from  him  without 
his  knowledge.  These  symptoms  are  sometimes  presented  before  a  phy- 
sician is  called  in,  and  at  his  visit  there  may  be  complete  paralysis  of  the 
lower  extremities.  The  surface  of  the  limbs  is  cold  and  utterly  devoid  of 
sensation,  and  the  soles  may  be  tickled  or  the  muscles  pinched  without 
any  attempt  being  made  upon  the  part  of  the  patient  to  withdraw  his  feet. 
This  reflex  excitability,  however,  is  not  always  lost  in  the  beginning,  but 
may  be  present  when  the  onset  of  the  disease  is  gradual,  and  the  patient 
is  entirely  unconscious  of  the  occurrence  of  these  movements.  If  a  heated 
substance  be  applied  to  the  back,  it  will  be  found  that  its  presence  will  not 
be  appreciated  below  the  point  of  spinal  inflammation,  but  when  it  is 
passed  over  the  diseased  tract  the  pain  is  greatly  increased.  Above  this 
level,  normal  sensibility  exists,  and  the  degree  of  heat  is  readily  perceived. 
The  attention  of  the  physician  is  attracted  by  the  ammoniacal  odor  of  the 
urine,  which,  as  has  been  stated,  may  flow  from  tlic  patient  Avitliout  his 
knowledge,  and  the  contents  of  his  rectum  may  pass  away  in  the  samo 
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m.inncr.  IlypenusUiosia  is  uii  excjcptioiuil  feature,  but  it  may  form  oue  of 
the  initial  symptoms  in  conjunction  with  trembling  of  tiie  limi)s.  After 
the  i)ara,lysis  takes  place,  (lie  temperature  is  lowered  several  degrees,  and 
circulation  is  very  defective.  At  tiie  eii.l  of  a  week  tliere  may  be  indica- 
tions of  the  upward  extension  (if  tiie  si)inal  inflammation  if  it  be  ])rogres- 
sive,  and  it  is  soniietimes  recognized  by  the  tendency  to  priapism  and  the 
distress  in  breatliing,  and  with  these  tiiere  may  be  hiccough  and  hurried  re- 
spirations, their  numlicr  perlia|)S  reaching  48  in  the  minute.  Bedsore's  form 
over  tlie  sacrum,  and  tliere  is  every  ai)pearance  of  approaching  dissolution. 
The  skin  becomes  clammy,  and  there  may  be  rigors;  while  the  pulse  grows 
small,  fluttering,  and  the  voice  very  weak,  and  ultimately  the  patient  dies, 
his  mind  remaining  clear  to  the  end.  If,  however,  the  structural  altera- 
tion progresses  upward,  it  is  very  probable  that  the  mode  of  deatli  will  be 
asphyxia.  As  exceptional  instances,  cases  have  been  recorded  in  M-liich 
there  was  myelitis  of  the  upper  part  of  the  cord,  with  complete  paralysis  of 
the  upper  extremities,  while  tiie  lower  limbs,  the  bladder,  and  rectum  were 
not  affected,  and  other  equally  rare  forms  are  occasionally  noted.  When 
the  dorsal  portion  of  the  cord  is  the  seat  of  inflammatory  action,  the  re- 
spiratory symptoms  are  immediate,  and  the  breathing  becomes  embarrassed 
at  once. 

The  prominent  symptoms  of  tliis  interesting  neurosis  may  be  recapitu- 
lated as — 

1.  Paraplegia  of  sudden  or  gradual  origin,  attended  by  anresthesia 
and  analgesia,  but  usually  preceded  by  dysajsthesia  of  various  kinds,  or 
actual  hyperassthesia.  It  may  be  accompanied  in  the  beginning,  accord- 
ing to  RadclifFe,'  who  has  observed  this  symptom  in  severe  cases,  by  "  un- 
controllable restlessness."  Paraplegia  is  nearly  always  the  form  of  lost 
power,  tliough  in  rare  cases  there  is  liemiplegia.  There  may  be,  in  excep- 
tional cases,  variations  in  sensibility,  the  symptoms  of  anajstliesia  being 
absent  when  the  anterior  columns  ai-e  alone  partially  affected.  Again,  in 
other  cases  one  leg  may  be  paralyzed  and  the  other  ana3sthetic.  The 
onset  of  the  paraplegia  may  be  very  sudden,  and  the  disease  prove  rapidly 
fatal.  Jaccoud"  has  seen  one  case  in  which  the  paraplegia  developed  in 
thirty-six  hours  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease.  .  Eighteen  hours 
afterwards,  the  autopsy  revealed  a  purulent  meningo-myelitis  of  the  entire 
lumbar  and  part  of  the  dorsal  segments  of  the  cord.  The  extent  of  the 
paraplegia  is  of  course  governed  by  the  seat  and  course  of  the  myelitis.  If 
the  lumljar  portion  of  the  cord  be  destroyed,  the  lower  extremities,  and  the 
muscles  of  the  abdomen  and  sphincters  will  be  paralyzed ;  if  the  myelitis 
extends  so  that  the  dorsal  portion  and  the  cilio-spinal  centre  are  involved, 
the  arms  are  paralyzed,  and  pupillary  changes  with  irregularity  of  cardiac 
functions  are  produced.  When  the  lesion  is  still  higlier,  and  the  cervical 
portion  of  the  cord  is  involved,  there  may  be,  in  addition  to  all  these 
forms  of  paralysis,  various  difficulties  in  swallowing,  speech,  and  respira- 
tion, and  the  patient  dies  from  asphyxia. 


'  Op.  cit.,  p.  315. 


2  Path.  Interne,  vol.  i.  p.  314. 
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2.  Reflex  excitability  is  generally  abolished  entirely,  or  imi)aired  to  a 
"•reat  extent.  Occasional  exaggeration  is  seen  in  the  earliest  stages,  or 
when  the  myelitis  involves  limited  regions,  especially  the  lumbar  segm(!nt. 
Jaccoud  says  "  Durant  la  periode  d'exagdration  (hyi)erkinesie  reH6xe) 
le  seoment  lombaire  soustrait  I'influence  du  cerveau  manifestait  son  action 
propre  avec  la  puissance  accrue  qu'elle  tirait  do  son  isolement;  durant  la 
periode  d'abolition  (akindsie  refl^xe)  cette  action  propre  ou  spinale  est 
aneantie  parceque  les  (Elements  qui  en  sont  douds  sont  ddtruits." 

3.  Electric  contractility  and  sensibility  are  abolished  or  greatly  lowered. 
The  only  exception  to  this  rule  is  Avhen  the  reflex  excitability  is  increased. 

4.  jVi(sctilar  atrophy  as  a  result  of  severance  of  spinal  innervation 
sometimes  follows.  This  may  take  place  in  from  four  to  six  weeks.  The 
atrophy  is  general,  and  is  of  course  attended  by  absence  of  electro-mus- 
cular contractility  and  by  coldness  of  the  surface. 

0.  Bedsores  and  other  evidences  of  defective  cutaneous  innervation  are 
present.  The  skin  becomes  swollen,  or  there  may  be  at  first  great  dryness 
and  redness,  or  oedema  at  the  points  subjected  to  pressure.  A  hard,  red 
bullous  nodule  may  form,  and  subsequently  break  down,  and  sometimes 
large  patches  of  tissue  are  rapidly  destroyed. 

6.  The  sphincters  are  paralyzed,  the  urine  is  intensely  alkaline,  the 
walls  of  the  bladder  being  paralyzed,  and  as  a  consequence  a  certain 
amount  of  urine  remains  in  that  organ  in  a  decomposed  state,  and  rapidly 
induces  an  alkaline  reaction  in  that  which  may  collect  before  it  is  dis- 
charged. Though  Brown-Sdquard  is  inclined  to  consider  that  this  con- 
dition of  affairs  is  pathognomonic  of  disease  of  the  dorsal  region,  and  I 
infer  holds  that  it  is  essentially  a  nervous  symptom,  I  am  compelled  to 
believe  that  it  is  only  an  intra-vesical  change,  and  occurs  in  this  disease  just 
as  it  may  in  various  local  troubles,  such  as  cystitis,  prostatitis,  or  other 
affections  in  which  the  expulsive  force  of  the  organ  is  affected,  perhaps 
the  walls  being  thickened  as  a  result  of  local  ti'ouble.  Eadcliife  alludes  to 
a  reflex  spasm  of  the  sphincter  ani  which  occasionally  occurs  in  this  dis- 
ease, but  this  symptom  is  so  exceptional  as  to  need  but  passing  comment. 
The  paralysis  of  this  muscle  is  ordinarily  so  complete  as  to  be  followed  by 
the  almost  constant  escape  of  softened  feces  and  watery  discharges. 

7.  Increase  of  temperature  and  pulse  calls  for  no  special  mention. 
Occurring  with  paralysis  of  the  lower  extremities  and  no  loss  of  conscious- 
ness they  can  symptomatize  but  two  acute  spinal  affections,  myelitis  and 
meningitis.  The  spasmodic  movements  of  the  latter  disease,  hoAvever,  are 
not  observed  in  myelitis,  so  that  it  possesses  at  least  some  diagnostic  im- 
portance. The  temperature  varies  from  the  normal  standard  to  104°  or 
105°,  and  the  pulse  may  reach  160. 

8.  jl'he  constricting  band  sensation,  which  is  more  mai'ked  in  my(>litis 
than  any  other  form  of  spinal  disease,  is  generally  likened  by  the  patient 
to  that  which  might  result  if  a  tight  cord  were  tied  about  the  body.  It  is 
usually  located  at  the  waist,  and  sometimes  when  it  is  not  complained  of 


'  Op,  cit.,  vol.  i.  p.  315. 
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may  be  developed  by  a  sharp  blow  on  the  back,  or  by  tlie  application  of  an 
electrode  to  the  spine. 

CIIllONIC  MYICLITIS. 

Symptoms — The  disease  s()ni(>fini(!s  lakes  a  more  slow  course.  The 
paralytic  symptoms  are  much  less  sudden  in  tlicir  onset,  and  occur  one  after 
another,  so  that  the  extension  of  the  inflammation  may  be  sometimes 
traced.  For  some  time,  perhaps  for  several  months,  there  may  be  disorders 
of  sensation,  such  as  tingling  spinal  pain,  and  the  "constricting  band." 
The  perception  of  pain  in  the  atlccted  limbs,  tliough  not  entirely  abolished, 
is  greatly  influenced. 

Charcot,^  Romberg,"  and  Cruveilhier'  have  called  attention  to  the 
curious  mistakes  sometimes  made  by  patients  in  locating  painful  sensations. 
Pain  following  the  pinching  of  one  leg  is  referred  to  the  other,  and  the 
painful  impression  may  take  several  seconds  to  reach  the  sensorium.  In 
one  of  Romberg's  patients  pressure  upon  the  toe  was  referred  to  the  hip. 
Cruveilhicr's  experiments  demonstrated  that  an  interval  of  from  fifteen 
to  thirty  seconds  elapsed  sometimes  before  any  sensation  was  excited,  and 
that  the  impression  had  to  be  made  several  times  before  it  was  perceived. 
Electric  contractility  is  perhaps  increased,  and  reflex  excitability  is  very 
much  exaggerated,  and  may  be  followed  by  very  violent  niovements. 
Thus,  when  a  warm  bottle  is  sometimes  applied  to  the  feet,  though  the 
temperature  is  not  so  high  as  to  cause  discomfort  to  a  liealthy  pei'son  who 
touches  it,  the  patient's  legs  will  be  violently  drawn  up;  this  always  sug- 
gests a  meningeal  complication.  Dysassthesioe  are  referred  to,  and  pains  in 
the  joints  and  bones,  especially  aggravated  by  humidity  of  the  atmosphere, 
are  spoken  of  by  the  patient.  The  paralysis  of  motion  is  much  less  exten- 
sive than  it  is  in  the  acute  form  and  in  the  beginning ;  and  spasms  of  the 
muscles  of  the  lower  extremity  are  very  violent.  Subsequently,  however, 
they  disappear  as  the  loss  of  power  becomes  more  complete,  and  at  this 
time  there  are  lowered  temperature  and  electric  irritability  instead  of  the 
primary  exaggerated  condition.  The  bladder  and  rectum  are  subsequently 
affected,  and  various  degi-ees  of  deranged  function  may  be  noticed. 
One  of  my  patients  is  obliged  to  pass  his  water  eveiy  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes,  and  his  bowels  are  so  constipated  as  to  require  an  injection  every 
day.  The  individual  generally  loses  his  power  for  sexual  gratification  if 
the  disease  is  at  all  advanced,  though  in  the  beginning  there  may  be  a 
marked  disposition  to  erection.  Atrophy  takes  place  if  the  anterior  horns 
be  affected. 

Causes  The  common  causes  of  myelitis  are  injury,  syphilis,  acute 

diseases,  exposure,  and  extension  of  meningeal  disease.  Falls  and  blows 
upon  the  back  are  the  origin  of  the  majority  of  cases,  but  I  consider 
syphilis  to  have  a  very  great  deal  to  do  with  even  these,  when  often  it  is 


•  Op.  cit. 

2  Manual  of  the  Nervous  Diseases  of  Mtm,  Syd.  Trans.,  vol.  i.  p.  267,  el  seq. 

3  Anatomic  Puthologique,  livre  xxxviii.  p.  9. 
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7iot  suspected.  Meningeal  thickening  or  acute  meningitis  undoubtedly 
plays  an  important  part  as  a  mechanical  cause  ;  and  in  many  cases  reported, 
disease  of  the  vertebraj  has  been  found  to  produce  the  myelitis.  Venereal 
excesses,  onanism,  and  continued  dissipation  are  direct  causes  which 
should  not  be  overlooked. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology — When  the  vertebral  canal 
is  opened,  the  investing  membranes  slit  up,  and  tlie  cord  exposed,  it  will 
be  ibund  to  be  greatly  changed  in  color  and  consistency  at  certain  parts. 
It  may  be  dilHuent  and  of  a  pinkish  color.  Scattered  throughout  the 
softened  portion  collections  of  blood  may  sometimes  be  found,  and  these 
are  more  often  in  the  greatly  altered  gray  substance,  from  which  the  dis- 
ease seems  to  have  started.  At  otlier  points  there  may  be  found  evidences 
of  slight  vascular  changes,  such  as  occur  in  the  red  stage  of  cerebral  soften- 
ing. There  may  be  adhesions  of  tlie  meninges  to  the  cortex  or  collections 
of  pus  between  them.  In  the  more  slow  form  of  degeneration  (chronic 
myelitis)  tlie  process  may  not  be  so  widespread,  limited  areas  being  only 
atiected.  As  a  result  of  either  form  there  maybe  an  atrophic  condition  of 
the  cord,  or  an  actual  hardness  which  we  shall  presently  speak  of  in  our 
consideration  of  sclerosis.  The  microscopical  appearances  are  the  follow- 
ing: the  vessels  are  enlarged,  varicose,  or  broken,  and  are  smTounded  by 
etiused  hfematine;  the  uerve-tubes  are  swollen,  irregular,  and  disrupted, 
and  the  axis  cylinders  substituted  by  oil-globules  or  gi-anular  debris  ;  and 
the  nerve-cells  may  have  been  broken  down  and  become  simple  granu- 
lar masses  of  a  round  or  ovoid  shape  (Gluge's  corpuscles).  Fat  globules 
may  be  found  scattered  here  and  there  if  the  cord  of  an  advanced  case  is 
examined ;  and  the  connective  tissue  may  be  found  to  be  thickened  and 
increased  in  density.  Pus-corpuscles  may  also  be  seen.  Jaccoud^  speaks 
of  two  kinds  of  myelitis — myelite  en  foyer  and  myelite  central.  In  the 
first  form  the  meninges  will  be  found  to  be  injected  and  adherent  to  tlie 
nervous  substance,  and  the  nodules  or  patches  may  be  several  centimetres 
in  lengtii  or  smaller.  These  foyers,  are  quite  distinctly  separated  Irom 
each  other  by  healthy  tissue,  and  when  one  is  removed  the  nidus  in  which 
it  has  formed  is  seen  to  be  in  quite  normal  condition.  The  anterior 
columns  and  anterior  nerve-roots  are  often  found  to  be  involved  ;  and  the 
latter  are  tlie  seat  of  "  p4tites  nodosites  exuberantes."  When  the  dis- 
ease assumes  a  chronic  form,  these  softened  patches  may  become  encysted 
as  in  cerebral  softening.  The  central  form,  as  its  name  implies,  begins  in 
the  gray  matter,  and  generally  extends  longitudinally. 

Diagnosis — It  is  necessary  to  exclude  spinal  meningitis,  locomotor 
ataxia,  spinal  tumors,  and  spinal  congestion. 

Spinal  Meningitis — What  I  have  already  said  in  a  previous  article 
renders  further  consideration  unnecessary. 

Locomotor  Ataxia — There  is  no  paralysis  of  motion  in  this  disease, 
but  rather  an  increased  muscular  activity,  which  is  expressed  by  the  vio- 
lent manner  in  which  the  jjatient  throws  out  his  foot ;  while  in  chronic 


'  Path.  Intci-ne,  ed.  2me,  vol.  i.  p  310. 
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myelitis  he  drugs  one  foot,  nfter  aiiotlier.  TIio  neunil^rio  pains  in  tlie  ex- 
tremities are  absent  in  myelitis;  while  in  locomotor  iittixia  they  ure  marked 
symptoms.  In  myelitis  there  are  none  of  the  paralyses  of  cranial  nerves 
so  commonly  found  with  sclerosis  of  the  posterior  columns. 

Spinal  2'ii.mors — The  [)resence  of  a  spinal  tumor  may  sometimes  pro- 
duce pressure  upon  the  cord,  and  give  rise  to  some  of  the  symptoms.  The 
slow  development  of  the  growth  is,  however,  attended  by  corresponding 
slowly  appearing  symptoms,  and  the  paralysis  is  not  complete.  The  chance 
for  doubt  as  to  the  condition  arises  when  secondary  myelitis  results  from 
such  a  tumor. 

Spinal  Congestion — These  serious  symptoms  of  myelitis  are  never  pro- 
duced by  anything  but  a  degenerative  process,  and  there  are  rarely  bed- 
sores, alkaline  urine,  or  the  profound  disturbances  of  sensation  or  motion 
which  characterize  myelitis. 

Prognosis — In  every  case  much  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the 
cause,  and  the  extent  of  the  cord  involved.  If  there  be  a  traumatism,  of 
course  tins  gives  the  disease  a  serious  character,  and  death  may  occur  in 
a  few  days.  If  the  myelitis  result  from  pressure  from  diseased  and  dis- 
placed vertebrae,  the  result,  though  more  distant,  is  equally  bad.  Very 
few  cases  recover  entirely  from  chronic  myelitis,  and  in  those  that  do,  the 
lesion  must  either  be  due  to  syphilis,  or  be  very  limited. 

Treatment. — Counter-irritation,  cold,  and  ergot  are  useful  in  the 
early  stages  of  the  acute  disease.  The  former  may  be  produced  by  the 
actual  cautery,  but  care  should  be  taken  not  to  burn  extensively,  as  the 
tissues  are  too  ready  to  slough.  Ice-bags  may  be  used,  and  the  patient 
should  be  laid  on  a  water-bed,  and  kept  as  clean  as  possible ;  the  thighs 
and  nates  being  washed  occasionally  with  salt  and  water,  or  with  hot  and 
cold  water  alternately.  The  iodide  of  potassium,  witii  belladonna,  should 
be  given  internally  (F.  74).  Shovdd  the  case  be  one  of  slow  development, 
I  prefer  the  use  of  ergot  in  half-drachm  doses  thrice  daily;  or  we  may 
use  the  bromides  (F.  44). 

The  sesquichloride  of  iron  (F.  75)  seems  to  have  enjoyed  deserved 
popularity  in  England,  and  it  is  preferred  by  Radcliffe  to  the  iodide  of 
potassium.  In  one  case  I  obtained  very  excellent  results  with  the  tincture 
of  the  chloride  of  iron.  Phosphorus  and  cod-liver  oil,  those  valuable 
builders  of  healthy  nervous  tissue,  may  be  employed  here  with  every  hope 
that  they  will  do  good.  In  chronic  myelitis  they  are  especially  service- 
able, and,  later  on,  small  and  frequent  doses  of  strychnine  are,  in  addition, 
useful.  There  are  forms  of  auxiliary  treatment  which  not  only  increase 
the  comfort  of  the  patient,  but  go  far  towards  ameliorating  his  diseivse. 
One  of  these  is  the  assumption,  if  possible,  of  a  position  which  shall  fovor 
the  determination  of  the  blood  from  the  spine.  Brown-Sequard  has  re- 
commended that  the  patient  should  lie  upon  his  side  or  belly,  with  his 
legs  somewhat  lower  than  the  rest  of  the  body.  I  have  found  that  wash- 
ing out  the  bladder  Avith  a  dilute  solution  of  carbolic  or  nitric  acid,  or 
clilorate  of  potash,  prevents  the  disposition  to  cystitis  which  there  very 
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often  is  in  myelitis.  ^\'iirmt]i  of  the  limbs,  established  by  wrapping  them 
in  cotton  batting,  with  a  covering  of  oil-silk,  or  the  new  India-rubber 
tissue-paper,  prevents  contractions,  and  stimulates  the  cutaneous  circula- 
tion ;  while  application  of  the  farailic  current,  and  the  emi)]()yment  of  mas- 
sage, help  the  patient  to  a  great  extent.  The  electric  brush  should  be 
used  faithfully  every  day,  and  it  is  better  that  the  physician  should  nialie 
his  own  electrical  application,  tlian  trust  it  to  a  nurse  or  attenilant. 


ANTERO-SPINAL  PARALYSIS  OF  INFANCY. 

Synonyms  Paralysie  essentielle  de  I'enfance  (Rilliet  and  Bartliez)  ; 

Infantile  Paralysis  (Uadcliffe,  Volkman,  and  others);  Paralysie  atro- 
phique  de  I'enfance,  Organic  Infantile  Paralysis  (Hammond) ;  Infantile 
Spinal  Paralysis  (Seguin) ;  Spinale  Kinderlahmung  (Heine). 

Definition  This  form  of  paralysis  may  be  described  as  a  condition 

usually  characterized  by  a  jM-imary  febrile  stage,  a  secondary  paralysis 
generally  of  the  lower  extremities,  and  a  tertiary  atrophy.  The  paralysis 
is  incomplete,  as  sensibility  is  never  lost. 

Symptoms  The  disease  is  marked  by  a  febrile  onset  of  greater 

or  less  severity,  attended  by  restlessness,  malaise,  and  pains  in  the  joints 
or  back,  and  there  may  be  rigors ;  or  in  some  instances  the  loss  of  motor 
power  is  preceded  by  one  or  more  paroxysms  of  convulsions.  This  febrile 
state  is  by  many  mothers  mistaken  for  "teetliing,"  "worms,"  or  other  un- 
important childish  troubles,  and  it  is  not  till  tiie  development  of  paralysis 
that  any  alarm  is  created.  Tliis  symptom  appears  within  two  or  three 
days  from  the  beginning  of  the  fever,  and  may  take  place  at  night.  The 
only  condition  of  disturbed  sensibility  is  one  of  hyperaesthesia,  which, 
however,  is  not  a  constant  symptom. 

Sinkler^  has  collected  a  number  of  cases  in  which  he  has  noted  the 
form  of  invasion  of  the  disease.  He  found  that  the  paralysis  took  place 
suddenly,  tliat  is,  with  prodromata  in  but  6  of  108  cases,  while  Mrs. 
Jacobi^  noted  this  form  of  invasion  in  12  of  1G3  cases  that  she  had  col- 
lected.   The  modes  of  onset  are  the  following : — 

1.  The  child,  while  playing,  suddenly  drops  palsied. 

2.  The  child  may  be  paralyzed  at  night. 

3.  Fever,  but  no  convulsions;  rapid  loss  of  power. 

4.  Convulsions,  followed  by  sudden  paralysis.  (Sinkler  reports  but 
one  case  of  this  kind,  and  but  two  in  which  convulsions  followed  the 
paralysis.) 

5.  The  paralysis  preceded  by  one  of  the  exanthemata,  or  by  whooping- 
cough. 


'  Clinical  Lecture,  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter,  IMarch  10,  1877. 
"  Am.  Journ.  of  Obstetrics,  May,  1874. 
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G.  Gradual  (levcl()i)mon(,  ]»erliii|)s  limping  at  first,  and  afterwards  com- 
plete i)nralysis,  but  no  acute  syniplonis. 

In  this  exceedingly  valuable  lecture,  Sinkler  tlirows  much  liglit  upon 
the  symptomatology  of  tiie  disease,  ami  gives  tlie  details  of  a^classicai 
case. 

The  paralysis  may  take  the  form  of  hemiplegia,  or  it  may  affect  tlie 
voluntary  muscles  of  all  four  extremities,  and  some  of  those  of  the  trunk  ; 
but  the  facial  muscles,  as  a  rule,  escape.  After  a  short  time  tliere  is  a 
return  of  power  in  many  of  those  at  first  involved,  and  but  a  small  number 
of  muscles  (notably  the  anterior  tibial,  peroneal,  and  others  of  the  leg  and 
thigh)  remain  powerless. 

The  temperature  of  the  paralyzed  muscles  is  mucii  lowered,  and  Ham- 
mond lias  seen  a  difference  of  from  eight  to  ten  degrees  between  tlie 
affected  and  normal  sides.  The  bladder  and  bowels  escape  the  paralysis, 
and  their  functions  arc  consequently  unimpaired. 

Muscular  contractility  is  lost  with  the  commencement  of  the  paralysis, 
and  the  faradic  current  will  rarely  produce  contractions.  Such,  however, 
is  not  the  case  with  the  galvanic,  except  in  extreme  instances,  or  wlien 
the  case  is  one  of  long  standing.  So  far  there  are  rarely  any  evidences  of 
atrophy  or  contractures  of  tiie  paralyzed  muscles,  but  it  will  be  found  now 
that  certain  muscles  at  first  affected  begin  to  regain  their  lost  functions, 
while  others  become  atrophied  and  utterly  useless.  Even  the  galvanic 
current  fails  to  stimulate  them  ;  and  at  this  period,  which  may  vary  from 
four  to  five  weeks  to  six  months  from  the  beginning  of  the  disease,  there 
may  be  defoi-mities  and  muscular  contractures,  which  may  result  either 
from  the  weight  of  the  body  upon  the  affected  limb,  or  from  the  antagonism 
of  non-paralyzed  muscles ;  but  Volckmann'  considers  that  this  incapacity  of 
the  limb  to  support  the  superimposed  load  is  of  much  greater  importance 
as  a  cause  of  deformity  than  the  mere  antagonism  of  the  unaffected  muscles. 

These  deformities  may  take  place  as  lateral  curvature  of  the  spine,  tali- 
pes, and  other  distortions  which  appear  as  various  muscles  are  paralyzed, 
or,  if  there  be  shortening  of  the  limb  (which  is  by  no  means  uncommon), 
as  a  consequence  of  reduction  in  the  length  and  size  of  bones  which  have 
become  atrophied.  The  deformities  that  may  result  from  the  disease  under 
consideration  are  of  i\, primary,  and  of  a  secondary  or  compensatory  nature. 
The  primary  forms  are  those  which  are  seen  as  talipes  of  both  kinds,  and 
result  from  loss  of  sustaining  power  of  the  muscles.  The  compensatory 
consist  in  spinal  curvatures,  such  as  lordosis  or  scoliosis.^  The  skin  is 
usually  blue  and  livid,  and  the  temperature  is  much  below  that  of  the 
healthy  limb.  These  deformities  rarely  disappear,  but  continue  through 
life,  which  is  in  no  way  shortened  by  the  disease.  The  following  cases 
may  be  presented  to  illustrate  the  appearance  and  behavior  of  the  disease. 
The  first  case  is  somewhat  anomalous,  as  tliere  were  two  forms  of  pai'a- 


'  Sammlung  Klinischer  Vortragc,  Heft  1,  1870. 

*  Produced  by  attempts  to  restore  disturbed  o(niilibriinn. 
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lysis ;  the  primary  attack  being  hemiplegia,  and  the  secondary  para- 
plegiu  :— 

Case  I  Robert  B.  (a  seventh-month  child)  was  sent  to  me  by  Dr.  H. 

G  Piffard,  of  this  city.  During  September,  187('),  he  became  feverish, 
•aid  after  two  days,  during  which  he  was  confined  to  bed,  he  had  a  general 
convulsion.  Before  his  fever  he  had  eaten  a  great  quantity  of  cherries, 
and  his  mother  supposed  his  illness  to  be  due  to  tliis  cause.  The  mother 
stated  that  the  convulsion  lasted  three  and  a  half  hours.  He  became  jjara- 
Ivzed  two  days  afterwards,  the  right  arm  and  leg  being  iiffected  ;  but 
two  days  after  this  lie  could  nse  even  these  limbs.  A  few  days  subse- 
quently he  went  out  to  play,  but  came  back  feeling  out  of  sorts  ;  and,  after 
ii  few  hours'  fever,  another  spasm  took  place.  Within  the  next  thirty-six 
hours  both  legs  were  paralyzed,  so  tliat  he  could  not  stand.  Towards  the 
iirst  of  November  he  regained  some  power,  and  can  now  stand  when  hold- 
ing a  chair. 

Present  Condition  He  is  a  puny  boy,  about  five  years  old,  and  is  badly 

nourished.  He  has  no  yoluntary  power  over  lower  extremities,  but  can 
move  the  arms  perfectly.  The  legs  are  both  very  much  reduced  in  size, 
and  the  muscles  are  flabby  and  atropliied.  The  peronei,  solei,  and  ante- 
rior tibial  muscles  are  reduced  in  size,  and  have  lost  their  electric  con- 
tractility. He  perceives  pinches,  and  changes  of  temperature,  and  the 
"  wire-brush"  produces  much  pain.  The  skin  is  cold,  mottled,  and  dry, 
and  iiere  and  there  is  dotted  Avith  patches  of  scurfy  eruption. 

Case  II  Annetta  F.,  aged  10  years.  About  three  years  ago  she  be- 
came quite  iU  after  a  sleigh  ride,  and  it  was  supposed  that  she  had  "  caught 
cold."  Her  feverish  symptoms  were  quite  decided,  and  she  was  slightly 
delirious.  After  several  days  she  seemed  to  improve  slightly,  but  on 
awaking  one  morning  it  was  found  that  she  was  paralyzed  and  unable  to 
rise  ;  and  she  complained  of  intense  backache  and  tingling  of  the  limbs, 
which,  however,  were  of  very  short  duration.  About  two  months  after  this 
she  began  to  recover  the  use  of  her  arms,  but  the  legs  were  more  fully 
paralyzed ;  and  it  Avas  several  months  before  she  began  to  move  her 
toes,  and  finally  make  feeble  movements  of  a  more  extended  character. 
The  muscular  contractions  of  the  flexors  were  performed  more  easily  than 
movements  requiring  extension  ;  and,  after  a  time,  she  attempted  to  walk, 
but  at  first  this  act  was  impossible.  During  the  next  year  she  Avas  obliged  to 
use  crutches,  and  needed  the  assistance  of  her  nurse.  "When  I  saw  her, 
there  Avas  talipes  equinus  varus  of  the  left  foot,  Avliile  the  right  seemed  to 
be  but  little  affected.  Flexion  Avas  possible,  but  extension  of  the  leg  or 
foot  was  beyond  her  poAver.  There  was  some  relaxation  of  the  ligaments  of 
the  knee-joint,  so  that  Avlien  I  made  extension  I  caused  the  tibia  to  form 
an  obtuse  angle  Avith  the  femur,  so  that  there  was  some  anterior  curvature. 
Her  gait  was  peculiar,  and  she  SAVung  the  left  leg,  bringing  it  down  with 
a  jerk.  The  skin  covering  the  left  leg  Avas  dusky  and  mottled,  and  seemed 
in  close  contact  Avith  the  tissue  beneath  ;  and  the  surface-temperature  Avas 
several  degrees  below  that  of  the  other  side.    No  rectal  trouble. 

Case  III — A  girl  sent  to  me  by  Dr.  LockAvood,  of  Norwalk,  had  pre- 
sented, among  other  symptoms,  mitral  disorder,  fever,  general  pai-alysis, 
residual  paralysis,  paraplegia,  and  paralysis  and  atrophy  of  the  right  deltoid, 
Avhich  cannot  be  made  to  contract  Avhen  subjected  to  either  current.  Ri"-ht 
leg  more  affected  than  the  left.  ° 

Case  IV — A  girl  10  years  of  age.    At  the  second  year  after  a  fall  she 
became  feverish,  Avas  delirious,  and  took  to  her  bed.     There  Avas  general 
16 
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paralysis  of  (he  right  leg  and  tliigii  ;  but  after  tlircc  months  there  was  im- 
provement, except  of  tlie  leg,  which  remained  pai-alyzed.  There  are  now 
a  pronounced  talipes  varus,  complete  atrophy  ot  tlie  anterior  muscles,  and 
utter  loss  of  elect ro-museidar  contractility.  She  lias  used  various  forms  of 
orthopanlic  apparatus  without  relief. 

Cask  V — Frank  N.  C,  4  years  old,  a  stout,  rugged  boy,  enjoyed 
good  health  until  January,  1877,  when  lie  contracted  scarlet  fever,  with 
albuminuria  as  a  result.  From  this  lie  recovered,  but  in  August  he  again 
fell  sick  with  what  was  proiioimccd  to  be  rheumatic  fever,  "xiiere  were 
Ingh  temperature,  some  diarrh(ca,  which  lasted  for  a  number  of  days,  jjain- 
ful  joints,  and  loss  of  power  in  both  lower  extremities.  The  power  re- 
turned in  the  right  leg,  so  that  by  the  middle  of  September  (tliree  weeks 
from  the  invasion  of  the  fever)  he  had  control  of  that  member.  The  left 
remains  powerless,  and  there  has  been  slow  atropiiy.  The  extensors  of 
tlie  leg  and  foot  are  now  powerless,  and  there  is  decided  atrophy  of  these 
and  the  posterior  tibial,  adductors  of  the  thigh  and  anterior  muscles.  The 
knee-joints  are  quite  weak,  !ind  there  arc  projections  on  the  inner  side  of 
both  knees.  He  is  knock-kneed,  no  eversion  or  inversion  of  feet,  but 
there  is  slight  talipes  of  the  left  foot. 

Case  VI — Mamie  W.,  G  years  and  1  month  old,  always  was  a  nervous, 
excitable  child.  Has  had  several  convulsions  in  Iier  life  of  an  epileptic 
character,  without  any  after-effects,  or  apparent  coexisting  disease.  In 
July  last  she  had  whooping-cough.  On  September  4th  she  was  taken 
with  colic,  malaise,  and  convulsions,  during  which  the  body  became  rigid, 
and  she  frothed  at  the  mouth.  These  convulsions  appeared  at  5  P.  M., 
a.nd  lasted  until  midnight.  She  was  unconscious  all  the  time.  At  7  P.  M. 
the  corner  of  the  mouth  became  drawn  up  by  s[)asms.  She  had  fever  dur- 
ing the  following  day  and  for  a  number  of  days.  Did  not  make  any 
attempts  to  move  for  a  number  of  days,  and  for  twelve  days  she  could  not 
speak.  She  was  found  to  be  generally  paralyzed,  and  after  a  short  time 
the  arms  recovei'cd  their  strength,  but  the  legs  began  to  lose  their  size  and 
shape,  and  became  smaller  than  they  were  before.  Her  mental  condi- 
tion is  defective  (five  weeks  after  attack).  And,  though  there  is  no 
impairment  of  bladder  or  rectum,  she  does  not  call  attention  to  her  wants, 
but  defecates  and  urinates  in  her  clothing.  Power  of  upper  extremities 
good.  The  legs  are  cold  and  mottled;  there  is  slight  talipes  on  both  sides ; 
and  great  wasting  of  the  flexors  of  the  feet,  especially  of  the  right.  Faint 
contractions  are  excited  by  the  strongest  faradic  cm-rents,  but  she  can 
move  her  toes  very  feebly,  but  not  flex  the  foot.  She  has  control  over 
the  thighs.  Both  feet  are  slightly  everted.  There  is  redness  of  the  skin 
covering  the  right  knee,  but  no  pain;  no  pain  in  back;  slight  impairment 
of  sensation,  but  reflex  irritability  not  embarrassed,  as  was  demonstrated 
by  pinching;  pupils  moderately  dilated. 

The  miiscles  of  the  leg  are  more  often  afl^ected  than  those  of  any  other  part. 
In  nearly  every  instance  the  tihialis  anticus  is  paralyzed,  and  in  18  of  the 
23  examples  I  have  noticed  this  muscle  was  affected.  The  peroneus  ter- 
tius,  longus;  extensores  longi  digitorum,  proprius  polh'cis;  and  the 
jlexores  longi  digitorum,  and  longus  pollicis,  are  usually  affected.  The 
deltoid  is  paralyzed  more  rarely,  and  of  the  cases  I  have  enumerated  there 
were  but  two  in  which  this  muscle  was  afl^ected.  The  muscles  of  the  up- 
per extremities  are  seldom  involved  in  comparison  with  those  of  the  leg, 
and  those  that  are  usually  paralyzed  are  the  flexors  of  the  hand.  Though 
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the  muscles  of  the  trunk  may  be  sometimes  involved  in  the  early  paralysis, 
it  is  extremely  rare  that  we  find  any  residual  paralysis  of  any  of  them. 

Causes  The  etiology  of  the  affection  is  anytiiing  but  clear.  Expo- 
sure and  bad  or  insuihcient  food  are  supposed  to  account  for  it,  just  as  tliey 
do  for  many  other  diseases  of  the  same  class.  It  is  a  significant  fact  that 
more  of  these  patients  belong  to  the  lower  walks  of  life  tlian  to  the  higher, 
and  tliat  tlie  chihlren  of  tlie  destitute  poor  who  come  of  drunken  parents, 
and  are  "knocked  about"  and  lialf-fed,  are  those  who  are  generally  the 
victims  of  the  disease.  As  to  age,  Sinkler  has  found  that  84  of  108  cases  were 
between  the  ages  of  six  months  and  three  years,  and  that  lialf  of  tliis  num- 
ber were  males.  Diichennc'  holds  that  two-tliirds  of  tlie  cases  begin  before 
the  second  year,  wliich  view  I  am  disposed  to  take.  Warm  Aveatlier  seems 
to  favor  the  development  of  tlie  disease,  and  in  nearly  two-thirds  of  Sink- 
ler's  cases  the  disease  began  in  the  montlis  between  May  and  October. 
Cases  have  been  reported  in  which  the  exanthemata  have  preceded  tlie 
paralysis,  and  varicella,  measles,  and  scarlatina  may  be  mentioned  among 
these;  but  it  is  probable  tliat  in  the  majority  of  such  cases  sclerosis  not 
limited  to  tlie  anterior  columns  has  been  the  central  condition. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology — "We  are  indebted  to  Charcot^ 
and  Joffroy,  Duchenne,"  Echeverria,*  and  others  for  reports  of  autopsies 
and  microscopical  examinations,  and  as  the  result  of  their  investigations 
the  following  appearances  may  be  looked  for. 

In  the  early  stages  of  the  disease  there  is  probably  a  condition  of  sub- 
acute myelitis,  with  softening  and  destruction  of  nerve-elements,  etc.  This 
is  confined  exclusively  to  the  anterior  horns.  Some  of  the  nerve-cells  of 
this  portion  of  the  cord  are  sometimes  filled  with  granular  pigment  deposits, 
while  others  are  disorganized  and  broken  up.  The  nerve-tubes  of  the 
anterior  roots  will  be  found  shrunken,  the  myeline  absent,  but  the  axis 
cylinder  is  nearly  always  intact. 

In  other  cases  of  longer  standing  there  are  evidences  of  atrophy  of  the 
anterior  horns,  perhaps  amyloid  degeneration,  and  sometimes  sclerosis. 
The  nerve-cells  are  found  in  an  atrophic  condition,  or  absent  altogether. 
The  white  matter  of  the  anterior  and  lateral  columns  is  not  rarely  the 
seat  of  sucli  degeneration,  and  proliferation  of  the  connective  tissue  is 
sometimes  found.  In  25  cases,  collected  by  Seguin,^  the  constancy  of  the 
lesion  is  very  clearly  shown. 

The  anterior  horns  togetiier  were  afTected  in  .  .  .  11  cases. 

The  right  anterior  horn  alone  was  affectdd  in  .  .  .      i  case 

The  left                 "      "       "       "  .  .  .      4  cases. 
Both  affected  in  G  " 

Sclerosis  of  antero-lateral  columns  (chiefly)  and  other  wliite 

matter    .       .        .        .       .        .        .  .  _  .  13  " 

Tuberciik's  and  blood-clots         .       .       .  ,  .  .      2  " 

Meningitis  and  meningeal  congestion   .        .  .  .  .      2  " 

■  De  1' Electrisation  localis6e,  3d  ed.,  Paris,  1872,  p.  417. 

"  Archly,  de  Phy.s.,  tome  iii.  1870.  3  to^ie  iv.  1870. 

•«  Reflex  Paralysis,  etc.,  p.  29,  New  York,  186G. 

^  Spinal  Paralysis,  etc.,  pp.  12-13. 
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Diiiniiscliiiio'  aiul  Roger,  Conicil,'''  Clarke,"  Cluircot,*  and  Joffroy  have 
added  many  histories  to  those  given  to  the  profession  by  tlie  early  writers, 
and  it  is  now  well  settled  that  the  anterior  horns  and  lateral  columns  are 
the  scats  of  the  central  lesion. 

Kosenthal^  considers  that  the  primary  canse  is  dilatation  and  tliickening 
of  the  vessels,  and  does  not  believe  that  the  morbid  process  begins  by 
degeneration  of  the  nerve-cells.  Notwithstanding  tlie  appearance  of  well- 
defined  lesions  in  nearly  every  case,  there  are  occasional  examples  of  tlie 
disease  where  no  central  changes  are  to  be  found.  Kdtli*  reports  one  of 
these  in  which  extensive  muscular  alterations  were  visible,  but  not  the 
slightest  indication  of  central  disease.  Elischer'  examined  the  muscles, 
which  were  seen  to  be  the  seat  of  both  fatty  and  colloid  degeneration. 
The  sarcolemma  and  nerves  were  not  altei-ed.  In  the  striated  muscles, 
instead  of  the  single  normal  cell-nucleus,  there  were  seen  three  or  four 
sranular  cell-nuclei,  which  seemed  to  be  at  the  same  time  enlai-ged,  and 
contained  two  or  three,  or  even  more  nucleoli.  The  contractile  material 
was  diminished,  so  that  it  did  not  fill  out  the  sheath,  but  drew  away  from 
it.  This  atrophy  was  so  great  that  at  the  upper  and  under  part  of  the 
spindle-shaped  cell-nuclens  of  the  sheath  tliere  was  hardly  to  be  found  a 
breadth  of  .002  millimetre  of  cross-striped  contractile  muscular  substance. 
Ketli  thinks  that  these  changes  in  the  muscle  without  central  disease  point 
to  the  peripheral  nature  of  the  affection,  in  which  opinion  he  has  but  few 
followers.  Lesions  of  peripheral  nerves  have  been  found  by  various 
observers.  Rinecker^  reports  an  autopsy,  made  by  Fbrster,  in  which 
these  nerves  were  found  to  be  thin,  shrunken,  and  greatly  degenerated. 
The  bones  and  muscles  present  appearances  which  are  perhaps  more  inte- 
resting than  those  of  the  cord. 

The  muscular  fibres  are  at  first  found  to  be  reduced  in  size,  and  subse- 
quently the  transverse  strias  gradually  disappear,  while  the  longitudinal 
fibres  become  more  marked.  There  is  a  marked  increase  in  the  connective 
tissue,  and  next  a  fatty  degeneration,  the  oil-globules  taking  the  place  of 
the  normal  muscular  tissue,  and  finally  nothing  remains  but  the  connective 
tissue  and  fat,  which  latter  disappears,  leaving  the  sarcolemma  bound 
together  by  connective  tissue. 

The  accompanying  cuts,  from  Duchenne,  show  the  changes  that  take 
place. 

The  bloodvessels  running  to  the  atrophied  muscles  are  often  of  smaller 
size  than  they  should  be,  and  sometimes  are  the  subject  of  atheromatous 
degeneration. 

The  bones  also  undergo  atrophic  changes,  becoming  friable  and  thin, 


1  Gaz.  M6d.  de  Paris,  1871.  ^  Ibid.,  1864,  p.  290. 

3  Med.-Chir.  Trans.,  vol.  ii.  18G9,  p.  249. 

Op.  cit.  ^  Quoted  by  Fox,  op.  cit.,  p.  290. 

6  Ibid.  ^  Il'ifl- 

8  Jahrs.  fur  Kinderheilkundc,  1871,  5  Heft  1. 
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a.  Normal  fibre.  „  „,     ,  ,  • 

A   R.-presonts  tho  nornml  fibres  with  well-marKod  transyorse  str.a,.    B  The^tnvusverBe  str.ae 
are  uot  quite  so  distiuct,  but  tho  lougitudiual  fibres  are  well  marked. 


Fig.  32. 


Fig.  33. 


a.  Fat  cells,   b.  Interstitial  fatty  deposits. 

The  stage  of  fatty  degeueratioa.  A.  The  lon- 
gitudinal fibres  are  only  seen,  and  there  is  a  de- 
posit of  round  and  oval  adipose  cells  and  oil-glo- 
bules.  B.  Undulations  of  longitudinal  fibres. 


a,  a.  Fat  molecules. 

The  progressive  fatty  degeneration  and 
the  disappearance  of  longitudinal  fibres. 


«  I 


Fig.  34. 


This  illustration  represents  the  final  stages,  in  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  muscular  fibre  has 
lost  its  identity,  and  at  last  there  is  au  ab.senco  even  of  oil-globules. 


The  cartilfige  covering 


and  occasionally  the  seat  of  fatty  degeneration 
their  articular  extremities  is  roughened,  and  in  some  places  detached. 

Though  some  observers  have  maintained  the  periplieral  origin  of  the 
disease,  the  large  majority  liave  adopted  Heine's  originjil  views  advanced 
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in  18-10,  and  endorsed  by  Dnelienne  in  18r,r).  Tlio  almost  general  o])inion 
that  the  disease  is  of  central  origin  lias  been  conclusively  i)roved,  I  think, 
by  the  largo  nnmber  of  autopsies,  the  most  valuable  of  which  have  been 
made  in  la(e  years. 

Westphal's  views  in  regard  to  the  existence  of  tropliic  cells,  which  were 
also  adopted  by  Duchenne,  certainly  receive  decided  confirmation  in  the 
constant  atrophic  processes  which  are  connected  with  degeneration  of  the 
cells  of  the  anterior  horns. 

That  it  is  not  a  disorder  dependent  ujion  the  sympathetic  system  lias 
been  proved  by  the  utter  absence  of  any  diseased  condition  either  of  the 
ganglia  or  the  nerves. 

Diagnosis — The  existence  of  febrile  symptoms,  and  the  secondary 
complete  paresis  which  changes  its  character  and  is  finally  confined  to  a 
few  muscles,  the  unimpaired  sensibility,  and  the  rapid  sequence  of  atrophy 
and  deformities  give  this  disease  a  distinct  character  wliich  does  not  ad- 
mit of  any  mistake  in  diagnosis.  Forms  of  reflex  irritation,  such  as  asca- 
rides,  adherent  prepuce,  and  like  peripheral  conditions  may  produce  some 
of  tlie  symptoms,  but  their  non-progressive  chai-acter,  and  disappearance 
with  the  removal  of  the  cause,  should  make  the  possibility  of  an  error  very 
remote. 

Prognosis — Mucli  depends  upon  the  behavior  of  the  muscles  under 
electrical  stimulus.  If  the  least  response  either  to  the  galvanic  or  faradic 
currents  can  be  recognized,  the  chances  ai-e  extremely  good,  and  it  only 
remains  for  the  physician  to  be  patient  and  attentive.  In  regard  to  dura- 
tion and  its  bearing  upon  jH-ognosis,  I  may  state  that  many  cases  have 
been  cured  even  after  deformities  have  taken  place.  Klopsch,'  of  Bres- 
lau,  reports  several  of  these  cases.  In  one  there  was  shortening  of  the 
thigh  and  deformity  of  the  pelvis,  as  well  as  other  serious  troubles.  Much 
of  the  hope  of  cure,  however,  depends  upon  the  care  taken  in  the  treat- 
ment. 

Treatment  The  most  active  and  useful  agent  in  the  therapeusis  of 

this  disease  is  undoubtedly  electricity,  either  as  galvanism  or faradism,  ap- 
plied to  the  muscles.  The  treatment  of  the  central  lesion  is  also  of  im- 
portance, and  it  is  advisable  to  begin  an  energetic  course  of  bromides  and 
ergot,  with  the  actual  cautery,  befoi'e  the  atrophic  condition  commences. 
After  this  the  central  disease  is  very  difficult  to  manage.  Heine  recom- 
mended strychine  (FF.  8,  9,  10,  32,  40,  42),  which,  in  young  children, 
may  be  given  in  doses  of  j^xyt^i  ^  grain,  and  afterwards  increased.  Cod- 
liver  oil  and  sea-air,  good  food,  and  tonics  are  of  as  much  importance  as 
anything  else. 

When  we  come  to  the  treatment  of  the  paralyzed  muscles,  we  may  try 
electricity,  massage,  hypodermic  injections  of  strychnine,  and  the  ap]ilica- 
tion  of  heat  and  cold.  If  the  faradic  current  bo  found  to  be  incapable  of 
producing  contractions  of  the  paralyzed  muscles,  we  must  make  use  of  the 


'  Ullsburgcr's  Prize  Essay,  Am.  Journ.  of  Obstet.,  1870-71. 
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<ralvanic  current.  From  ten  to  thirty*  cells  of  any  good  galvanic  battery 
should  be  employed,  and  the  electrodes  must  be  covered  with  sponge  or 
cloth.  When  the  positive  electrode  is  placed  in  the  groin  (it  the  legs  are 
paralyzed),  and  the  negative  over  the  muscle  or  muscles  paralyzed,  a  con- 
traction may  be  seen ;  if  such  does  not  take  place,  tiie  current  may  be 
..lowly  intermitted  by  proper  apparatus,  or  by  simply  removing  tlie  sponge 
from  the  surface  and  reapplying  it  again.  If  the  current  be  too  strong,  or 
if  the  application  be  too  protracted,  we  may  be  disappointed,  for  the  small 
amount  of  electric  irritability  that  exists  may  be  quenched  before  an  ap- 
preciable contraction  is  perceived.  It  is  therefore  better  to  use  a  current 
of  low  tension.  If  we  are  gratified  by  the  appearance  of  a  contraction,  we 
should  produce  two  or  three  more  and  then  stop  for  the  day.  By  increas- 
ing the  muscular  stimulation  little  by  little  each  day,  we  may  finally  create 
jjowerful  contractions  with  a  minimum  current,  and  after  a  short  time  we 
may  substitute  the  faradic  current.  It  is  of  great  importance  that  muscular 
relaxation  should  be  produced  during  the  use  of  electricity.  I  may  repeat 
what  I  have  already  said,  and  add  that  a  tired  muscle  naturally  responds 
less  perfectly  to  electric  stimulation  than  one  which  is  unimpaired.  If 
massage  is  used,  it  is  well  to  knead  and  rub  each  muscle  every  day.  ' 

Should  electricity  fail  to  relieve  the  contracted  condition  of  the  limbs, 
which  may  be  present,  we  may  avail  ourselves  of  the  knife.  Tenotomy 
is  often  of  service,  but  it  should  not  be  prematurely  resorted  to,  but  left 
as  a  last  resource  when  all  other  remedies  fail. 

Volckman  speaks  in  glowing  terms  of  the  use  of  Junot's  boot,  which, 
with  tlie  rubber  muscle  of  Sayre,  and  the  plaster  bandage,  is  a  useful  form 
of  treatment  in  these  ancient  cases.  Tlie  paralyzed  limb  is  placed  in  the 
boot  and  the  air  exhausted,  so  that  a  determination  of  blood  to  the  part 
sliall  be  induced. 
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Synonyms. — Acute  anterior  spinal  paralysis.  Subacute  general  ante- 
rior spinal  paralysis  (Duchenne).  Spinal  paralysis  of  adults  (Meyer, 
Charcot,  Gombault).  Myelitis  of  the  anterior  horns  (Dujardin-Beau- 
metz,  Seguin).  Acute  spinal  paralysis  of  adults  (Petitfils).  Anterior 
poliomyelitis  (Erb,  Eisenlohr).    Acute  anterior  poliomyelitis  (Kussmaul). 

Definition. — A  myelitis  of  the  anterior  horns  of  the  spinal  cord,  eithci' 
symptomatized  by  an  acute  invasion  attended  by  fever,  and  foUow^ed  by 
sudden  paralysis,  or  by  the  gradual  appearance  of  the  paralysis  which  be- 
comes complete  and  next  partially  disappears,  leaving  certain  muscles 
affected ;  unattended  by  loss  of  sensation,  or  vesical  and  anal  trouble. 

Symptoms — I  am  indebted  to  the  little  memoir  of  Dr.  E.  C.  Seguin 
for  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  article,  and  for  the  report  of  a 


'  It  will  rarely  be  found  necessary  to  use  this  number,  and  it  is  advisable  to 
begin  with  the  weakest  cun-ent  that  will  provoke  contractions. 
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case  wliich  afterwards  fell  iiiider  my  observation  when  I  followed  him  as 
visiting  physician  to  the  Epileptic  and  Paralytic  Hospital.  Ducheinie' 
first  called  attention  to  this  form  of  paralysis  us  early 
as  ISfiS,  and  recofrnized  its  identity  with  infantile 
])aralysis.  In  IHiVS  Charcot'^  was  struck  with  the 
similitude  between  the  two  diseases,  and  in  1872- 
73  and  later  years  Gombaidtv'  Dujardin-Beau- 
metz,*  Petitfils,^  and  Bendiardt"  hiive  presented 
cases,  and  decided  the  fact  that  infantile  paralysis 
had  an  analogue  in  adult  life.  Gombault  brought 
forward  the  first  case  with  an  autopsy  confirming 
the  theory  enunciated  by  Duchenue.  In  this  coun- 
try Hammond'  has  written  quite  fully,  and  later  the 
admirable  little  works  of  Seguin  epitomize  all  that 
has  already  been  brouglit  forward.  The  first  case 
seen  by  Seguin*  has  since  fallen  under  my  observa- 
tion, and  from  his  published  notes  I  copy  her  his- 
tory. 

Female,  nnmarried,  aged  twenty  years.  Admit- 
ted to  the  Epileptic  and  Paralytic  Hospital,  Black- 
well's  Island,  service  of  Dr.  E.  C.  Seguin,  Novem- 
ber, 1871.  Patient  presents  a  paralyzed  and  ex- 
tremely atrophied  left  leg,  and  gives  the  following 
,  ^       ■   1  -D    1   •      imperfect  history :  The  trouble  beo-an  nine  months 

Antero-spmal  Paralysis.  i         iiii     -  t 

(Seguin.)  «gO)  Suddenly  during  sleep,  with  painful  contrac- 

tions :  she  then  gradually(?')  lost  power  in  the  left 
leg :  no  other  limb  affected.  The  patient  cannot  state  how  long  a  time 
elapsed  between  the  first  symptom  and  the  discovery  of  palsy.  She  adds 
that,  on  the  day  before  the  attack,  her  left  leg  felt  quite  cold  and  a  little 
numb  ;  and  that  lier  menses  were  suppressed.  No  cause  is  apparent — no 
hereditary  influence,  no  injury. 

Examination  :  Left  foot  is  drawn  up  in  moderate  pes  eqidmts,  with 
inward  inclination.  No  voluntary  movements  below  the  knee.  The 
patient's  ansAvers  to  the  nssthesiometor  test  are  unreliable  ;  sensibility  to 
painful  impressions  is  somewhat  impaired,  that  to  temperatui-e  preserved  ; 
tickling  is  felt  equally  on  both  feet.  Pressure  shows  tenderness  over  the 
lumbar  vertebrae ;  no  spontaneous  pain.  The  right  calf  measures  26.9  c. 
in  circumference,  the  left  23.7  c.  There  is  absolute  loss  of  electro-mus- 
cular contractility  in  all  the  muscles  of  left  leg.  The  left  leg  is  very  cold, 
and  its  circulation  feeble.    I  frequently  called  the  attention  of  the  resident 


'  De  r^llecti'isation  localis6e,  Paris,  1872,  p.  437  et  seq. 
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De  la  my61ite  aigiic,  Paris,  1872. 
s  Consideration  sur  I'atrophie  aigue  des  cellules  mortriees,  Paris,  1873. 
8  Arch,  fiir  Psych,  und  Nerveukrank.,  1874. 
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staff  and  of  friends  to  this  remarkable  case  as  one  of  the  same  kind  as  that 
which,  occurring  in  the  early  years  of  life,  we  call  infantile  spinal  palsy. 

The  subscHpient  history  need  not  be  reported.  No  treatment  did  any 
good  -  the  "irl  remained  in  the  hospital  without  any  active  symptom,  and 
went  away  October  3,  1873,  carrying  this  wasted  left  leg.  Sl^e  was  em- 
ployed as  a  help  in  tlie  wards  of  the  Convalescent  Hospital  on  Hart  s  Island, 
and  was  there  mucli  exposed  to  cold. 

The  second  attack,  of  which  patient  gives  a  good  account,  came  on  late 
in  December,  1873.  Had  pains  "like  rheumatism"  in  right  leg;  tliere 
was  a  feeling  of  pins  and  needles  in  the  limb,  this  numbness  extending 
above  the  knee.  She  is  i)ositive  that  on  the  fonrtli  day  tlie  right  leg  was 
completely  paralyzed.  No  symptoms  in  left  leg.  No  bedsore,  and  no 
affection  of  bladder  or  rectum.  Ee-admitted  to  the  Epileptic  and  Para- 
lytic Hospital,  March  3,  1874,  with  atrophy  and  palsy  of  both  legs  ;  no 
acute  symptoms. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  this  patient  rather  gradually  lost  strength 
in  the  tliighs,  in  the  right  most.  She  also  exhibited  a  variety  of  interest- 
ing visceral  disturbances,  consisting  of  amenorrhoea,  lasting  two  and  three 
months ;  the  menses  then  appearing  with  much  pain,  the  blood  abundant 
and  in  clots  ;  there  were  also  pains  in  the  back  and  lower  abdomen.  On 
many  days  in  this  period  the  urine  had  to  be  drawn  off  with  the  catheter, 
and  it  often  was  bloody,  exhibiting  a  heavy  mucous  deposit,  and  contain- 
ing albumen.  The  microscope  showed  only  leucocytes  and  a  variety  of 
epithelial  cells — there  being  probably  both  pyelitis  and  cystitis.  Since 
the  middle  of  September  has  not  required  the  catheter,  and,  with  excep- 
tion of  palsy,  has  been  better. 

Re-examined  October  25,  1874.  Patient,  when  she  first  came  in  this 
year,  walked  ill  with  a  crutch  and  stick  ;  is  now  able  to  Avalk  with  two 
sticks  (result  of  education).  Cannot  stand  or  walk  without  help.  The 
patient  is  a  stout  and  healthy  girl,  exhibiting  nothing  abnormal  above  the 
hips.  Both  lower  extremities  are  extensively  palsied  and  much  wasted. 
The  left  leg  (first  attacked  in  1871)  shows  no  voluntary  movement  below 
the  knee,  with  exception  of  slight  separation  of  the  toes.  As  the  patient 
lies  on  the  bed  she  is  able  to  raise  the  extended  limb  as  a  whole  ;  but 
the  strength  at  knee-joint  is  small.  The  thigli  is  thin  and  flabby  ;  the  leg 
is  the  seat  of  extreme  atrophy,  and  looks  just  like  the  same  part  in  cases 
of  infantile  spinal  palsy,  there  being  apparently  only  connective  tissue  and 
fat  around  the  bones,  the  skin  being  bluisli  and  very  cold  to  the  touch. 
The  right  lower  extremity  (paralyzed  in  1873)  is  in  a  very  similar  though 
less  extreme  state.  All  voluntary  movements  are  possible  with  the  foot, 
though  they  are  feebly  performed.  The  limb,  as  a  whole,  cannot  be  raised 
from  the  bed,  and  flexion  at  knee-joint  is  weak.  Tlie  quadriceps  exten- 
sor femoris  is  wholly  paralyzed  ;  the  flexors  of  the  thigh  upon  the  body  act 
feebly ;  the  adductors  fairly.  Both  feet  lie  extended  and  adducted  ;  toes 
flexed.  The  right  leg  is,  like  the  left,  extremely  wasted,  bluish,  and  quite 
cold.  Sensibility  to  contact,  pain,  and  temperature  are  pi-eserved  in  both 
limbs.  Tickling  is  felt,  but  produces  no  reflex  movement  in  the  palsied 
parts.  The  electro-muscular  reaction  of  the  atrophied  muscles  of  both 
limbs  is  lost  (both  currents).  At  present,  urine  is  passed  normally.  Tiie 
patient's  arms,  siioulders,  and  chest  are  large  and  roinided,  standing  in 
remarkable  contrast  to  the  dwindled  legs.  There  have  been  no  bedsores 
and  no  spinal  epilepsy. 
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Circumference  of  rifjlit  thigh  (lower  third) 
"  left      "       "  " 

"  right  calf 

"  left      "  . 

"  forearms 

On  a  hciillliy  girl  (nou-piilsicd)  of  same  ])i'oportioiis  as  the  patient  the 
following  ineasurenionts  are  obtained  : — 

Circumference  of  right  calf     .       .       .       .       .       .    3.0  0  c 

"  left      "  3.1.5 

"  forearms      ......  24.0 

The  patient  having  been  in  bod  some  time,  well  covered  up,  has  a  ther- 
mometer held  between  the  great  and  second  toes  of  each  foot  for  three 
minutes,  with  results:  Right  side,  84.2;j°  Fahr. ;  left  side,  8G°  Fahr. 

In  Mai-ch,  187G,  the  patient  came  under  my  charge,  wlien  I  found  that 
her  condition  was  somewhat  aggravated.  She  manages  to  go  about  with 
the  aid  of  crutches,  but  has  utter  loss  of  power  below  the  knees.  The  tac- 
tile sensibility  is  much  lowered,  and  tickling  can  be  borne  without  any 
reflex  movement  being  produced,  and  she  has  lost  control  to  a  great  ex- 
tent over  the  bladder  and  rectum. 

Another  case  reported  by  Lincoln  is  well  worth  presenting  as  illus- 
trative of  this  form  of  disease  beginning  Avithout  fever. 

A  tall,  stout  man,^  49  years  of  age  and  of  previous  good  health,  noticed 
one  morning,  without  any  previous  symptoms,  a  feeling  in  his  legs  as  if 
they  had  fallen  asleep.  The  feeling  came  on  again  and  again  through  the 
day,  and  he  began  to  be  a  little  weak  in  the  legs.  In  the  afternoon,  when 
trying  to  step  upon  the  platform  of  a  street  car,  he  failed,  and  had  to  be 
helped  in.  On  arriving  home,  he  was  able  (wdth  assistance)  to  walk  up 
stairs  to  his  bedroom,  and  went  to  bed,  wliere  he  remained. 

When  seen  by  Dr.  L.,  two  days  later,  he  felt  well,  no  giddiness,  muscles 
of  face  and  eyeballs  under  perfect  control,  pupils  normal  in  size  and  con- 
tracted well,  speech  natural,  vision  and  hearing  without  defect.  The 
bladder  and  rectum  performed  their  functions  normally.  The  senses  of 
touch,  pain,  and  temperature  were  normal  in  the  hands,  and  nearly  so  in 
the  feet.  Reflex  contractions  could  scarcely  be  obtained  from  the  soles. 
There  were  no  abnormal  sensations.  Pulse,  80  ;  temperature,  98°.  No 
albumen  in  the  urine. 

The  muscles  of  the  neck  and  limbs,  except  below  tlie  knees,  were  gene- 
rally in  a  condition  of  semi-paralysis.  He  lay  on  his  back  almost  help- 
less ;  could  not  raise  his  head  from  the  pillow  without  some  help,  and 
could  not  raise  his  knees  from  the  bed  by  flexing  the  thighs.  The  grasp 
of  his  hand  was  very  feeble  indeed.  There  was  no  paralysis  of  any  mus- 
cle. Below  the  knees  he  seemed  to  have  more  strength.  The  weakness 
was  much  more  marked  on  the  left  than  on  the  right. 

Treatment  consisted  at  first  in  nux  vomica  and  cinchona,  and  subse- 
quently tincture  of  iron  with  strychnia,  and  Horsford's  acid  phosphates  of 
lime  and  magnesia.  On  the  fifth  day  of  the  attack,  treatment  by  the 
induced  electric  current  was  begun,  when  it  was  found  that  some  at  least 
of  the  muscles  had  lost  part  of  their  susceptibility  to  this  stimulus.  The 
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loss  went  on  increiising  until  the  twenty-first  clay,  when  the  galvanic  cur- 
rent was  substitutotl,  a  descending  current  being  applied  to  tlie  spine,  and 
interrupted  currents  to  tlie  muscles,  tin-ee  times  a  week  ;  tlie  faradic  cur- 
rent was  also  continued  for  a  lew  weeks. 

The  hot-air  bath  to  profuse  jierspiration  was  used  just  before  the  ap])li- 
cation  of  tiie  currents,  together  witii  regulated  gymnastic  exercises.  The 
paralysis  of  the  muscles  Avas  gradually  relieved  under  this  treatment  to  a 
very  considerable  degree.  The  patient's  improvement  was  very  gradual, 
and  it  was  six  mouths  before  he  was  able  to  ride  out.  He  finally  was  en- 
abled to  attend  to  his  business  pretty  much  as  before  the  attack. 

Other  cases  begin  much  more  slowly,  and  several  of  this  kind  are  re- 
ported by  Duchcnne,  but  the  origin  of  the  disease  is  nearly  always  sudden. 
There  may  be  pain  and  dysa\sthetic  symptoms,  or  no  warning  at  all,  the 
patient  awaking  in  the  morning  and  iiuding  himself  paralyzed,  as  was  the 
case  with  Seguin's  patient.  Like  the  infantile  form,  there  may  be  an 
acute  attack  of  fever,  which  may  last  for  several  days,  during  which  there 
is  usually  delirium  or  rigors.  Tiie  paralysis  appears  during  this  time,  and 
may  be  general,  so  that  the  upper  and  lower  limbs  are  affected  and  the 
loss  of  power  is  complete.  The  functions  of  the  bladder  and  sphincter  ani 
are  always  noiTnally  performed  until  other  parts  of  the  cord  are  affected, 
and  there  is  neither  incontinence  of  urine  nor  involuntary  evacuations. 
At  the  end  of  a  few  weeks  there  is  a  commencing  improvement,  some  of 
the  muscles  regaining  their  lost  power  and  contracting  quickly  under 
electric  stimulus,  while  atrophy  of  those  already  paralyzed  begins  to  take 
place.  The  skin  over  the  paralyzed  limbs  is  quite  cold  and  blue,  and 
there  is  diminution  of  temperature  and  faradic  excitability,  while  ulti- 
mately it  is  impossible  to  provoke  any  response,  and  the  limbs  become 
deformed  and  twisted.  Atrophy  of  deeper  parts  follows,  and  the  bones 
become  reduced  in  size,  while  the  articular  ends  appear  large  in  contrast 
with  the  attenuated  size  of  their  shafts.  Sensibility  is  rarely  disordered, 
though  exceptional  cases  of  anaesthesia  or  hypertesthesia  are  met  with,  but 
after  the  inflammation  has  involved  the  posterior  columns  the  phenomena 
of  general  myelitis  are  presented.  Dysa3sthesia3  are  common,  and  the 
patients  complain  of  subjective  cold,  various  pains,  and  the  Avaist-constrict- 
ing  band.  The  muscles  of  the  face,  neck,  chest,  and  abdomen  are  rarely 
affected,  but  the  extremities  remain  deprived  of  pain  after  there  has  been 
a  considerable  retrocession  of  the  original  complete  paralysis.  The  atro- 
phy is  rapid,  and  differs  from  that  of  progressive  muscidar  atrophy  in  the 
fact  that  whole  groups  are  affected  at  a  time,  while  the  peculiarity  of  pro- 
gressive muscular  atrophy  is  that  muscles  are  irregularly  affected.  There 
are  never  bedsores. 

Erb'  alludes  to  a  light  variety  of  spinal  paralysis,  which  has  been  de- 
scribed by  Kennedy,  Fry,  and  others.  To  this  vai-iety  has  been  given 
tlie  name  "  temporary  spinal  paralysis."  The  paralysis  is  cliaracterized 
by  its  brief  duration,  and  may  involve  a  limited  group  of  muscles  or  seve- 
ral groups.    It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  there  are  two  varieties :  the 
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temporary  ixnd  perniiinent ;  but  Seguin  juid  otliers  liiivc  made  the  clsissifi- 
cation  acute,  subacute,  and  chronic,  Avliicli  is  based  rather  upon  tlie 
variety  of  myelitis  than  the  paralysis.  Duchenne  applies  the  term  suh- 
acute  to  tlic  former,  whicli  begins  without  fever,  attacks  the  lower  ex- 
tremities first,  and,  extending  upwards,  involves  tiie  muscles  of  respiration 
and  deglutition. 

Causes — The  same  unsatisfactory  history  of  exposure,  fatigue,  and 
peripheral  irritation  is  connected  with  the  history  of  this  as  well  as  other 
spinal  diseases.  In  four  of  Seguin's  cases  surface  exposure  to  cold  is  said 
to  have  produced  the  attack,  and  in  three  other  cases  "  refrigeration"  is 
named,  while  in  others  dysentery,  measles,  and  other  acute  diseases  were 
at  the  origin  of  the  trouble. 

As  regards  age  and  sex,  I  can  do  no  better  than  refer  to  the  tables  of 
Seguin.  All  of  the  patients  whose  histories  he  collected  were  of  middle 
age.  "  The  greatest  age  at  the  time  of  seizure  was  G2  years,  the  least  18 
years."  Among  17  cases  reported  by  various  observers,  there  were  13 
men  and  4  women. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology  But  very  little  light  has 

been  thrown  upon  the  morbid  anatomy  of  the  cord,  which  accounts  for 
this  form  of  paralysis.  Chalret'  and  Gombault'^  have  reported  two  cases. 
The  appeai'ances  found  may  be  briefly  enumerated  as  these:  The  horizon- 
tal fibres  which  pass  from  the  anterior  horns  to  form  the  anterior  spinal 
nerve-roots  were  diminished  in  size,  and  the  large  ganglion-ceUs  of  the 
anterior  roots  were  atrophied,  having  undergone  yellow  pigmentation. 
Some  of  the  nerve-cells  which  had  not  undergone  this  form  of  degeneration 
were  also  reduced  in  size.  This  information  is  very  meagre,  though  these 
two  cases  illustrate  the  pathological  anatomy  of  the  disease.  Charcot  and 
the  majority  of  observers  believe  that  the  situation  of  the  lesion  is  always 
in  the  anterior  horns.  The  only  matter  of  dispute  seems  to  be  whether  or 
not  there  is  primary  degeneration  of  the  cells,  or  an  acute  interstitial  mye- 
litis and  secondary  injury  of  the  nerve-cells.  This  latter  view  is  held  by 
Erb,"  and,  I  think,  is  being  generally  adopted. 

The  muscles  were  found  to  be  in  a  state  of  fatty  granulation,  which  is 
the  case  in  the  infantile  variety.  In  some  respects  the  disease  resembles 
progressive  muscular  atrophy  and  bulbar  paralysis,  the  lesion  being  atrophy 
of  the  motor  and  trophic  cells,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  trophic  cells  are 
primarily  affected  in  these  latter  diseases. 

Diagnosis. — Antero-spinal  paralysis  is  likely  to  be  sometimes  mis- 
taken for  progressive  muscular  atrophy.  If  we  bear  in  mind  its  sudden 
or  almost  sudden  and  complete  origin  ;  the  absence  as  a  rule  of  fibrillary 
tremors  (only  two  cases  which  presented  these  symptoms  having  been  re- 
ported) ;  that  the  paralysis  precedes  the  atrophy,  and  retrocedes  after  the 
first  general  attack;  that  electric  irritability  is  primarily  lost;  and  that  the 
atrophy  involves  the  muscles  of  one  or  more  (usually  two)  limbs,  there 
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need  be  no  error  made  in  diugnosis.  Anicstliesia,  incontinence,  and  pa- 
ralysis of  tlie  sphincter  ani  prevent  it  from  being  confounded  witli  general 
myelitis,  these  symptoms  belonging  to  the  hitter  in  addition  to  the  loss  of 
power  and  atrophy.  Spinal  congestion  may  sometimes  give  rise  to  some 
of  the  symptoms,  and  Cartwig'  presented  a  case  which  he  called  "inter- 
mittent," somewhat  resembling  the  lighter  form  of  true  antero-spiual 
paralysis. 

A  sugar-baker,  aged  23,  who  was  exposed  to  great  heat  and  sudden 
changes  of  temperature  while  very  lightly  clotlied,  had  suffered  in  his 
eighteenth  year  for  four  or  live  weeks  from  an  attack  of  tertian  ague,  from 
which  he  recovered.  One  day  he  ]ierceived  a  numbness  in  his  legs,  which 
rapidly  attacked  his  arms  also,  and  fiually  led  to  complete  paralysis  of  the 
muscles  of  the  neck.  Speech,  deglutition,  and  respiration  were  somewhat 
impeded;  the  muscles  of  the  eye  were  unaffected,  as  Avere  also  the  alvine 
and  urinary  excretions,  and  sensation.  After  twenty-four  hours  there  was 
a  remission  of  the  symptoms ;  first  the  neck  began  to  become  movable, 
then  the  fingers,  arms,  body,  and  finally  the  legs.  All  this  took  place  in 
half  an  hour,  and  was  followed  by  an  increase  of  perspiration.  During 
the  next  twenty-four  hours  the  patient  remained  free  from  paralysis,  but 
was  dull;  after  which,  the  above-described  symptoms  returned.  The 
brain  was  always  free;  the  cervical  portion,  especially  the  upper,  was  not 
always  equally  affected  ;  the  movements  of  the  neck  wei"e  often  free ;  and 
difiiculty  in  deglutition  and  respiration,  inequality  of  the  pupils,  and  myo- 
sis,  were  frequently  present.  The  phrenic  nerve  Avas  always  unaffected. 
When  there  was  not  complete  paralysis,  the  affected  limbs  were  generally 
stiff,  and  there  was  contraction  of  the  predominating  groups  of  muscles ; 
when  complete  paralysis  was  present,  the  muscles  were  soft  and  flabby. 
Electro-muscular  irritability  was  almost  completely  absent  during  the  pa- 
ralysis, and  the  violence  of  the  muscles  varied.  Under  the  use  of  quinine, 
the  patient's  condition  was  on  several  occasions  quickly  improved,  but  he 
was  not  cured.  He  was  under  observation  for  more  than  six  months. 
The  author  believes  that  the  case  was  one  of  masked  intermittent,  and 
that  the  phenomena  were  due  to  hyperjemia  of  the  cord  and  occasional 
increase  of  serous  exudation. 

In  spinal  congestion  there  are  no  deformities,  no  atrophy,  and  nearly 
always  vesical  trouble  and  constipation. 

Acute  ascending  paralysis  \\as,  been  described  by  the  French  writers, 
and  resembles  very  closely  certain  forms  of  the  disease  under  consideration. 
In  one  remarkable  case  of  this  kind  reported  by  Desjcrine,'^  no  mprbid  ap- 
pearances were  found  after  death.  A  man  entered  the  hospital  suffering 
from  undefined  pain  in  the  lower  limbs,  and  two  days  after  became  para- 
plegic without  any  loss  of  sensibility.  The  paralysis  rapidly  ascended, 
and,  after  four  days,  he  died;  no  trace  of  disease  after  paralysis  of  the 
respiratory  muscles  could  be  found  except  dilated  vessels. 

Seguin  considers  that  this  involvement  of  the  respiratory  muscles  is  a 
diagnostic  sisn. 


'  Centralblatt  f.  d.  Med.  Wiss.,  June  15,  1870. 
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Prognosis. — Antero-spinul  paralysis  is  not  a  disease  wliicli  is  rapidly 
fatal,  and  many  cases  recover  witliin  a-  short  time  after  the  beginning  of 
tiic  attack.  I  am  not  disi)0.scd  to  tliink  tliat  the  lesion  is  an  ascending 
one;  but  ratlier  tliat,  if  it  progresses  at  all,  it  involves  the  posterior  jjarts 
of  the  cord  in  the  majority  of  cases,  and  does  not  spread  longitudinally. 
'J'liis  is  probably  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  case  of  S.  W.  Sliould  the 
])aralyzcd  mnscles  become  atro[)iiied  to  siicli  an  extent  tliat  deformities 
result,  I  think  that  there  is  very  little  hoi)e  for  the  patient.  If,  liowever, 
the  muscles  can  be  made  to  respond  to  the  galvanic  current,  we  should 
never  be  discouraged. 

Of  the  cases  reported  by  Duchcnne,  Meyer,  Hammond,  Bernhardt,  Se- 
guin,  and  others,  I  find  that  of  IG  cases  there  were  but  2  deaths.  In  one 
case  there  was  improvement  in  six  montlis,  in  another  in  four,  and  in 
others  two,  three,  eleven,  and  twelve.  In  two  cases  the  patients  were 
cured,  and  in  several  there  was  progressive  unfavorable  advancement. 

Treatment  In  electricity  we  possess  a  remedy  of  the  gi-eatest  value. 

I  have  already  called  attention  to  its  use  in  the  infantile  form  of  the  dis- 
ease, so  there  is  no  need  for  going  into  details.  It  is  well  to  use  both  the 
galvanic  and  faradic  currents,  and  in  the  acute  form  of  the  trouble  we 
should  begin  with  countei'-irritation  of  the  spine  as  eai-ly  as  possible,  and 
for  this  purpose  may  employ  blisters  or  the  actual  cautery. 

Ergot  and  belladonna  in  rather  full  doses  should  be  employed  in  con- 
junction therewith  (F.  7G).  Seguin  recommends  leeching  and  dry  cups, 
which  are  both  excellent. 

Should  the  pain  be  severe,  we  may  use  morphine  by  means  of  the  hypo- 
dermic syringe;  or  spinal  galvanization.  The  after-treatment  should  be 
with  the  galvanic  current.  Hammond  has  benefiited  some  of  his  patients 
by  the  jase  of  the  iodide  of  potassium  and  ergot,  but  it  is  probable  that 
ergot  possesses  the  most  value. 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  SPINAL  CORD  (Continuep). 
PROGRESSIVE  MUSCULAR  ATROPHY. 

Synonyms  Wasting  palsy;  Cruveilhier's  paralysis;  Progressive 

muskelatropliie ;  Progressive  muskellahnfiung. 

Definition  This  is  an  essentially  progressive  atrophy  of  certain 

gron])S  of  muscles.  It  is  not  preceded  by  any  paralysis,  but  followed  by 
loss  of  power,  and  terminates  usually  by  involvement  of  the  respiratory 
nerve-centres. 

Cooke,'  in  1795,  directed  attention  to  a  condition  he  called  anomalous 
hemiphgia"  which  was  clearly  progressive  muscular  atrophy,  and  his 
was  probably  the  first  recorded  case.  BeLl,^  Abercrombie,^  and  Darwell* 
each  published  cases  which  were  undoubtedly  of  this  kind;  and,  in  1836, 
Mayo"  related  two  cases.  It  Avas  not,  however,  till  1849,  when  Duchenne 
de  Boulogne"  presented  a  memoir  to  the  Institute  of  France,  entitled 
'■'■Atrophie  musculaire  avec  transformation  graisseuse,"  that  the  pre- 
sent disease  was  recognized.  In  1853,  Cruveilhier'  described  some  cases 
in  which  the  atrophy  was  general,  all  the  voluntary  muscles  being  affected. 
In  1850-1856,  Aran,^  Duchenne,®  and  Eisenmann'"  brought  forward 
additional  facts,  and  the  latter  agreed  with  Cruveilhier  that  the  "nerves 
or  nervous  centres  are  at  fault  anterior  to  the  muscles,  and  that  the 
atrophy  of  the  latter  is  a  secondary  pi'ocess."  Since  that  time  we  are  in- 
debted to  Roberts''  for  the  most  clear  and  instructive  article  that  has  yet 
been  written. 

Symptoms  The  appearance  and  progress  of  the  disease  are  most 

gradual.  The  affected  individual  may  first  notice  a  slight  weakness  in 
one  of  the  u])per  extremities,  and  if  he  be  a  tailor,  as  was  one  of  mv  pa- 
tients, he  finds  difficulty  in  handling  his  shears.  Perhaps  the  first  indica- 
tion of  trouble  which  suggests  to  the  patient  tlie  commencement  of  the 


'  Cooke  on  Palsy,  p.  31,  1822. 

^  The  Nervous  System  of  the  Human  Body,  London,  1830. 

3  On  the  Brain  and  Spinal  Cord,  p.  419,  Edin.,  1828. 

"  Loud.  Med.  Gaz.,  vol.  vii.  p.  201. 

5  Outlines  of  Human  Pathology,  p.  117,  London,  183G. 

*  Mdmoires  de  I'Acad.  des  Sciences,  1849. 

^  Archives  G6n.  de  M6d.,  May,  1853. 

«  Ibid.,  Sept.  1850. 

'  De  1' Electrisation  localif6o,  Paris,  1850. 
'0  Canstatt's  Jahresbcricht,  1859. 
"  An  Essay  on  Wasting  Palsy,  London,  1858. 
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disease,  is  wljen  tlie  act  of  writing  is  attempted.  According  to  Roberts, 
the  disease  begins,  in  two-thirds  of  tlie  cases,  in  tlie  u])|)er  extremities, 
and  the  muscles  of  the  liunds  are  the  first  to  sufiier  loss  of  function.  Very 
often  several  muscles  are  atlected  together,  ami  tiiciy  soon  become  agitated 
by  what  are  known  a.s  fibrillary  contractions,  or,  as  tiiey  liave  been  called, 
vermicular  contractions.  The  subcutaneous  contraction  of  muscular  fila- 
ments suggests  the  appearance  of  worms  crawling  beneath  the  skin,  and 
there  is  sometimes  a  species  of  muscular  shivering.  These  fiin-illary 
contractions  may  be  excited  by  sharply  striking  the  muscles  with  a  ruler 
or  the  hand,  and  they  sometimes  follow  the  ])assage  of  the  galvanic  cui-- 
rent  through  the  nerve-trimk.  As  I  have  said,  the  hand  may  be  affected 
first,  and  there  may  be  extensive  wasting  here  before  other  parts  are 
attacked.  The  muscles  of  the  palm  of  the  hands,  when  atrophied,  give  to 
that  member  a  most  unsightly  apjiearance.  The  bones  stand  out  in  strong 
relief,  and  the  thenar  and  hypothenar  eminences  are  flattened,  and  the 
flexor  tendons  are  prominent,  and  increase  the  defoi-mity.  With  this 
there  is  contraction  of  the  flexors,  and  the  hand  resembles  more  the  claw 


Fig.  36. 


"  Main  en  Griffe."  (Roberts.) 


(Fig.  36)  of  an  animal  than  anything  else,  so  that  it  has  been  called  "le 
main  en  griffe."  The  back  of  the  hand  also  presents  a  most  skeleton-like 
aspect,  the  extensors,  the  interossei  muscles,  and  sometimes  the  adductive 
of  the  thumb  having  been  reduced  in  size.  The  forearm  and  arm  are 
next  to  follow,  and  rapidly  lose  their  normal  conformation.  The  deltoid 
and  serrati  muscles  may  be  involved,  while  those  of  the  arm  proper  may 
occasionally  be  passed  over.  The  head  of  the  humerus  and  angle  of  the 
scapula  are  quite  distinct,  and  this  bone  may  be  drawn  out  of  place  by  the 
healthy  muscles,  this  being  the  rule  when  tlie  serratus  magnus  is  the  seat 
of  atrophy.  The  angle  of  the  scapula  is  drawn  upwards  and  inwards,  and 
stands  out  from  the  trunk.  It  is  rare  to  find  symmetrical  atrophy,  and  in 
the  majority  of  cases  I  have  seen  there  has  been  a  great  difterence  in  the 
invasion  of  muscles  on  the  two  sides.  The  right  upper  extremity  appears 
to  be  the  favorite  seat  of  the  atrophy,  while  the  lower  extremities  are 
quite  rarely  affected,  and  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  12  to  the  up})er  ex- 
tremities. The  muscles  of  the  face  and  head  are  sometimes  the  seat  of 
atrophy,  but  this  is  unusual,  though  muscles  may  occasionally  be  so  ex- 
tremely wasted  that  there  is  no  appearance  of  intelligence  whatever.  The 
eyes,  of  course,  being  unaffected  are  the  only  agents  of  expression.  There 
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may  be  atropliy  of  the  tongue  tuul  biiccul  muscles,  witli  (listurl»unces  of 
speech  und  drooling  of  salivii,  iind  in  such  eases  deuth  usually  follows 
in  a.  very  short  time.  Sometimes  the  muscles  of  the  neck  do  not  escape 
the  extension  of  the  disease,  and  the  chin  falls  forwards  and  downwards. 
The  last  muscles  involved  are  generally  those  concerned  in  respiration  ; 
and  not  only  are  the  intercostals  the  subjects  of  such  a  change,  but  the 
diaphragm  is  finally  paralyzed,  so  that  the  action  of  the  lungs  is  interfered 
with,  and  ultimately  the  patient  is  literally  asphyxiated.  Subsequent  to 
atrophy,  a  loss  of  power  takes  place.  The  affected  muscles  preserve  for  a 
long  time  their  electro-contractility  ;  but  this  is  finally  lost  as  they  decrease 
in  size,  and  loss  of  power  increases  till  finally  the  patient  becomes  helpless. 
Tactile  sensibility  is,  however,  rarely  blunted.  One  of  the  earliest  symp- 
toms of  progressive  muscular  atrophy  is  the  presence  of  dull  pains  in  the 
affected  limbs,  and  this  has  led  very  frequently  to  a  mistake  in  diagnosis, 
the  condition  being  often  considered  rheumatic.  In  one  case  sent  to  me 
by  Dr.  E.  G.  Loring,  I  found  that  the  atrophied  muscles  were  the  deltoid, 
serratus  magnus,  and  biceps,  but  none  of  the  lower  muscles  of  the  forearm 
■were  attacked.  The  man  had  consulted  another  physician,  who  considered 
the  case  one  of  chronic  rheumatism,  and  prescribed  liniments  and  alkalies. 
The  patient  was  an  upholsterer,  and  had  been  obliged  to  use  his  right  arm 
to  a  great  extent,  especially  in  hammering  on  cornices,  and  putting  up 
decollations  which  were  above  his  head.  He  had  had  violent  pain  in  the 
shoulder  for  some  months,  and  subsequently  the  atrophy  began  in  the  del- 
toids. When  I  saw  him  the  head  of  the  humerus  was  prominent,  and 
there  were  fibrillary  contractions  in  some  of  the  muscles  of  the  back.  The 
progress  of  the  disease  is  marked  by  the  occurrence  of  well-marked  inter- 
missions, and  a  year  or  two  may  often  pass  without  any  extension,  while 
at  the  end  of  that  time  a  fresh  start  is  taken,  and  two  or  more  of  these  sta- 
tionary periods  are  not  uncommon  in  the  course  of  the  malady.  The 
ordinary  tendency  of  the  affection  is  however  progressive ;  and  although, 
as  I  have  said,  the  disease  may  pursue  the  most  eccentric  course,  attack- 
ing groups  of  muscles  here  and  there,  it  will  involve  ultimately  a  very 
great  number,  and  finally  those  supplied  by  the  lower  cranial  nerves,  unless 
it  be  checked  by  proper  treatment. 

I  may  illustrate  the  symptomatology  of  progressive  muscular  atrophy  by 
a  case  which  ran  a  somewhat  irregular  course  by  attacking  the  muscles  of 
the  lower  extremities  : — 

J.  F.  H.,  31  years  old;  U.  S.;  engineer.  Twenty-one  months  ago  the 
patient,  after  exposure,  developed  what  he  says  was  articular  rheumatism, 
which  chiefly  affected  the  legs.  On  recovery  he  noticed  that  the  right  leg 
"  began  to  grow  smaller  at  the  calf,"  and  that  afterwards  his  left  thigh 
became  smaller.  His  pains  continued  at  intervals,  and  were  incresised  by 
damp  weather. 

Present  Condition — The  muscles  of  the  anterior  part  of  legs  and  thighs 
are  much  wasted,  the  adductors  of  thighs  and  -the  recti  femoris  on  both 
sides  being  notably  so.  The  knees  seem  very  large,  and  the  condyles  of 
the  femur  are  felt  to  be  superficial  and  covered  tightly  by  the  skin.  There 
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IS  no  loss  of  sensation,  and  electric  irritability  appears  to  be  very  genenilly 
preserved,  except  in  tlie  recti  fenioris.  Tlie  glutei  muscles  have  sufiered 
to  some  extent  on  both  sides.  He  has  severe  pain  at  night,  which  runs 
down  the  legs,  and  "  seems  to  be  deep."  There  is  impaired  motor  power, 
and  he  finds  that  walking  is  difficult.  He  does  not  experience  any  urinary 
trouble,  and  his  bowels  are  not  constipated.  There  is  no  loss  of  coordi- 
nating power,  no  constricting  band,  no  history  of  any  kind  of  acute  mye- 
litis. The  muscles  on  the  outer  side  of  th(!  thigh  are  the  s(iat  of  fibrillai-y 
contractions,  Avhich  occur  sometimes  when  he  makes  a  voluntary  effort. 
There  was  at  this  time  no  atro[)hy  of  any  of  the  muscles  of  the  upper 
extremities,  but  when  I  saw  him  some  months  subseciuently  tliere  was 
commencing  atrophy  of  the  muscles  of  the  right  hand.    In  the  paralyzed 

Vhs.  37. 


Atrophy  of  Left  Shoulder. 

muscles  the  temperature  is  much  lowered,  and  this  is  a  constant  feature  ot 
the  disease.  Jaccoud'  and  others  have  called  attention  to  a  temperature 
change,  which  they  call  "  refroidissement  variable,"  in  which  there  are 
times  when  the  temperature  may  fall  several  degrees,  and  this  .=eems  to  be 
the  result  of  a  paroxysmal  ischa^mia  of  the  tissues.  The  papillary  condition 
is  an  interesting  feature  of  the  disease,  the  ^ihitors^  sometimes  being  para- 
lyzed, so  that  the  pupils  are  widely  or  unequally  dilated. 

Causes  These  may  be  enumerated  as  heredity,  which  is  found  to 

enter  conspicuously  into  the  etiology  of  progressive  muscular  atrophy, 
exposure,  the  over-use  particular  groups  of  muscles,  injury  of  the  spi- 
nal cord,  and  sometimes  syphilis  and  the  zymotic  diseases.  As  to  the 
hereditary  influence  which  favors  its  development  Friedricli'  reports  several 


'  Op.  cit.,  p.  326. 


*  Ueber  Muskelatrophic,  etc.    Berhn,  1873. 
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cases,  ami  Hammond'  others,  which  go  to  sliow  that  this  disease  more  tlian 
all  otiicrs  cominonly  appears  in  several  generations  of  the  same  family.  I 
have  seen  one  case  where  it  could  be  traced  ibr  three  generations  back, 
and  in  another,  which  I  will  presently  detail,  there  were  uncles  and  aunts 
affected.  Eichert,-  in  a  very  valuable  article,  gives  the  family  liistory  of 
one  case.  In  a  genealogical  table  he  traced  the  disease  back  six  genera- 
tions, and  repi-csentatives  of  these  generations  are  still  living.  Seven 
cases  are  related  by  him.  In  two  of  the  cases  the  parents  have  escaped, 
while  the  ciiildren  have  suffered.  It  is  unnecessary  to  pursue  this  matter 
further,  but  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  tliere  is  no  other  disease,  except 
perhaps  it  may  be  phthisis  pulmonalis,  which  is  transmitted  so  frequently 
as  this  terrible  malady.  Exposure  to  damp,  neglect  to  change  wet  cloth- 
ing, and  like  imprudences,  are  exciting  causes  in  many  cases.  Neuralgic 
pains  are  very  prominent  in  such  cases,  and  the  onset  of  the  disease  is 
rather  precipitate.  Mechanics  of  all  kinds,  who  are  in  the  habit  of  using 
some  muscles  mtch  more  than  others,  are  frequently  the  victims ,  of  the 
disease,  and  the  muscles  which  have  been  over-used  are  affected  before  the 
othei-s.  The  case  of  a  ballet-dancer  is  reported  by  Hammond  in  which 
the  sural  muscles  were  affected,  and  I  have  seen  the  same  limited  atrophy 
in  a  cigar-maker  and  in  a  compositor,  who  used  certain  groups  of  muscles 
almost  constantly.  Roberts  has  dwelt  upon  the  connection  between  injury 
of  the  spinal  cord  and  the  disease  under  consideration ;  and  Valentiner,' 
Bei-gmann,*  and  Thudicum  have  all  called  attention  to  the  appearance  of 
the  disease  some  time  after  the  receipt  of  an  injury.  Roberts  reports  a 
case  in  which  atrophy  of  the  ball  of  the  right  thumb,  and  subsequent  com- 
plication of  the  respiratory  muscles,  and  death  followed  a  slight  injury 
received  six  months  before.  The  other  cases  are  none  the  less  interesting, 
and  go  to  prove  the  importance  of  recognizing  such  causes.  As  to  age  and 
sex  it  has  been  found  that  progressive  muscular  atrophy  is  not  confined  to 
any  period  of  life,  but  the  bulk  of  cases  occur  after  puberty.  Of  88  cases 
reported  by  Roberts,  1  was  only  2  years  old  and  another  69.  Of  the 
28  cases  I  have  seen,  the  atrophy  began  in  2  between  the  5th  and  10th 
years;  in  5  between  the  10th  and  15th  ;  in  18  between  the  20th  and  the 
30th;  and  in  3  after  the  30th.  Of  these,  23  were  men,  and  but  5 
women.  This  seems  to  be  the  rule,  and  Roberts  states  that  six  men  are 
affected  to  every  woman,  and  he  considers  this  due  to  the  exposure  and 
external  violence  to  which  males  are  sul)jected. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology  The  disputed  point  in  regard 

to  the  pathology  seems  to  be  whether  it  is  a  primary  peripheral  condition, 
or  whether  it  is  a  central  affection  in  which  the  trophic  cells  are  affected. 
The  advocates  of  the  first  theory  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  muscular 
atrophy  occurs  independent  of  any  loss  of  the  muscular  function,  and 
believe  it  to  be  purely  a  local  degeneration.    The  authorities  I  have  spoken 


'  Op.  cit.,  p.  526. 
^  Prag.  Viert.,  1855. 


*  Berliner  Klin.  Wochenschrift,  Oct.  20,  1874. 

*  Petersburg  Med.  Zeitscli.,  1864. 
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of,  ill  iilliidiiifr  to  the  early  history  of  tlic  disease,  nil  believed  in  this  intra- 
imiseiiliir  origin,  but  hitely  there  have  been  so  many  proofs  of  its  central 
oi-igiii  brougiit  forward,  that  the  former  theory  has  been  abandoned.  This 
ditferenee  of  opinion  seems  to  exist  in  regard  to  the  form  of  central  lesion. 
The  majority  of  obsei-vers  are  agreed  that  there  is  an  affection  of  the 
anterior  horns;  and  that  the  change  is  one  that  affects  the  trojjhic  cells 
of  Duchenne  and  Westpliall,  and  the  fibres  which  connect  with  sym- 
pathetic ganglia. 

To  Lockhart  Clarke,'  who  has  so  often  decided  questions  regarding  the 
pathology  of  nervous  disease,  belongs  the  credit  of  having  discovered  the 
central  origin  of  this  disease.  lie  has  found  atrophy  of  the  anterior  gray 
horns,  and  since  his  original  observations  many  other  observers  have 
come  forward  to  endorse  his  views.  Von  Recklinghausen  and  DumeniP 
disagree,  however,  with  this  view,  and  the  microscopical  examination 
made  by  the  former  was  unattended  with  any  discovery  of  morbid  ap- 
pearances. ' 

Jaccoud  has  collected  six  cases  in  which  fatty  degeneration  of  the  sym- 
pathetic had  taken  place,  and  one  of  them  was  observed  by  Jaccoud 
himself.  Not  only  was  there  fibro-fatty  degeneration  of  the  sympathetic 
nerve,  but  there  was  atrophy  of  the  anterior  roots.  The  view  held 
by  Jaccoud  is  that  the  trophic  filaments  of  the  sympatlietic  which  pre- 
side over  nutrition  do  not  perform  their  duty,  and  that  the  affection  of 
a  mixed  nerve,  which  contains  motor,  sensor,  and  trophic  filaments,  at  a 
point  where  they  are  intimately  mixed,  must  result  in  a  perversion  of  all 
their  functions,  but  if  the  separate  filaments  be  attacked  at  a  point  before 
they  become  blended,  there  may  be  independent  loss  of  function  of  either 
one.' 

Charcot*  and  Gombault  have  described  the  following  interesting  post- 
mortem appearances  witnessed  in  a  recent  case  : — 

"  No  change  in  hemisphere,  cerebellum,  pons,  or  medulla  oblongata  in 
these  nerves.  The  gray  substance  of  the  cervical  and  dorsal  medulla 
spinalis  was  greatly  altered  from  the  lower  portion  of  the  cervical  enlarge- 
ment down,  gradually  decreasing  downwards  and  outwards.  The  nei've- 
cells  and  nerve-fibres  of  the  anterior  gray  cornua  had  disappeared ;  the 
capillary  vessels  were  greatly  developed;  the  parietes  of  the  smaller  and 


'  Brit,  and  For.  Med.-Chir.  Review,  vol.  xxx.,  1862. 
2  Giiz.  Hebdom.,  1867. 

"  The  localization  of  well-defined  lesions  in  this  disease  is  sometimes  made  be- 
fore death  and  verified  afterwards.  Prevost  and  Cotard  (Archives  de  Physiol., 
Sept.  1874)  present  such  a  case.  There  was  atrophy  of  the  right  thenar  eminence, 
with  atrophy  of  the  right  antei'ior  root  of  tlie  eighth  pair  of  cervical  nerves,  slightly 
marked  atrophy  of  the  right  anterior  root  of  the  ^seventh  cervical  nerves,  and 
atrophy  of  the  gra}-  matter  of  the  anterior  horn  at  this  level  of  about  an  inch  in 
extent. 

*  Archiv.  de  Physiol.,  1875,  No.  5,  abst.  Phil.  Med.  Times. 
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larger  vessels  were  thickened.  Tlie  lumbar  portion  of  tlie  cord  and  llie 
lateral  columns  were  normal.  In  tlie  cervical  and  dorsal  region,  tiie  por- 
tions of  tlie  cord  m.-ar  tlie  merging  external  roots  were  sclerosed;  the 
chano-e  being  proportionate  to  the  inltmsity  of  that  which  had  taken  ])lace 
in  the  gray  cornua.  The  few  ganglion-cells  i)resent  were  very  much 
diminished"in  size,  without  processes,  more  rich  in  i)igment  than  normal, 
but  still  containing  nuclei  and  nucleoli.  The  anterior  roots  of  the 
cervical  region  were  atroiihic  ;  empty  sheaths,  frequently  containing  large 
nuclei,  appeared  in  jilace  of  the  normal  fibrillar  contents.  The  posterior 
roots  seemed  normal. 

"  As  to  the  peripheral  nerves,  one  phrenic  and  several  intercostal  nerves 
were  examined  ;  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  nerve-tubules  (in  hardened 
sections)  were  wanting,  by  a  process  similar,  as  it  M'ould  appear,  to  that 
induced  by  an  external  wound.  The  muscles  about  the  shoulder  and  the 
up])er  extremities  were  for  the  most  part  atrophic  ;  there  seemed  to  be  a 
peculiar  atrophy  of  the  primitive  fasciculi,  without  any  marked  alteration 
in  the  fibrils,  and  without  any  excessive  development  of  the  interlibrillar 
fatty  tissue." 

Lockhart  Clarke*  has  discovered  marked  changes  in  the  gray  matter. 
There  was  a  granular  deposit  about  the  vessels,  and  corpora  amylacea 
about  the  central  canal.  Lesions  of  the  anterior  nerve-roots  were  found, 
and  in  the  cervical  region  there  seemed  to  be  more  distinct  appearances 
than  at  any  other  point,  where  it  will  be  remembered  there  may  be  found 
sympathetic  as  well  as  motor  and  sensor  fibres. 

The  muscles  present  distinct  evidences  of  fatty  degeneration  and  fatty 
substitution.  They  appear  to  the  naked  eye  as  wasted  bands  which  con- 
tain lines  of  fat.  The  appearance  of  healthy  muscles  of  good  contour  in 
juxtaposition  with  others  which  have  undergone  atrophy  is  very  peculiar, 
aud  it  is  difficult  to  realize  that  the  disease  can  involve  such  isolated 
tracts.  The  muscles  of  the  lower  extremities  may  have  undergone  general 
fatty  degeneration.  A  specimen  prepared  by  my  friend  Dr.  Weiss,  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  N.  Y.  University,  shows  very  beautifully  this 
condition  of  alfairs.  Fatty  substitution  has  gone  on  to  such  an  extent 
that  there  is  no  appearance  of  muscular  fibre  to  be  seen,  but  eVery  muscle 
exists  as  a  distinct  band  of  adipose  tissue.  Atrophied  muscles  have  been 
examined  by  Meryon,^  Galliet,^  and  others,  and  their  descriptions  of  ap- 
pearances agree  very  closely.  The  muscular  structure  suffers  a  complete 
change,  the  strite  disappearing  and  the  sarcolemma  undergoing  a  granular 
change.  Fox*  divides  the  secondary  changes  into  the  fatty  degeneration 
which  takes  place  inside  of  the  sarcolemma,  and  as  an  interstitial  deposit. 
These  he  calls  the  jiarenchymatoiis  and  the  interstitial.  Sometimes,  as 
observed  by  Robin,  the  atrophy  may  take  place  as  a  fibrous  degeneration, 
or  species  of  muscular  sclerosis.  Some  muscles  appear  as  fibrous  cords  of 
a  white  color,  while  others  may  be  found  which  have  undergone  the  fatty 
degeneration  just  described. 


'  Med.  Chir.  Trans.,  1851,  1856.  2  Ibid.,  18GG. 

"  Archiv.  Gen.,  vol.  i.,  5mc  s6rie,  1853,  p.  584.         ^  Op.  cit.,  p.  26G,  etseq. 
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An  instriictivc  case  in  wliicli  very  striking  iip])eiininces  were  presented 
was  observed  by  my  friend,  Dr.  June  way,  whose  observations  are  recorded 
below : — 

M.  G.,  a-ved  G2  years,  widow;  admitted  to  liospital  December  16th, 
1873.  lliglit  iiand  :  the  nuiscles  of  ball  of  thumb  are  very  much  atro- 
phied, and  she  is  unable  to  move  it ;  there  is  also  slight  rigidity  of  the 
joints  of  the  thumb. 

Dorsal  interossei  are  very  much  wasted  ;  there  is  slight  power  of  flexion 
and  extension  of  fingers,  especially  little  fingers,  and  there  is  also  a  slight 
movement  at  the  wrist. 

Sensibility  good,  except  in  index  finger,  and  here  it  is  decidedly  dimin- 
ished. She  can  raise  her  arm  to  her  head  and  place  it  in  any  position. 
Hands  seem  cold.  i 

Left  hand  is  not  so  much  affected ;  the  muscles  of  ball  of  thumb  are 
partially  wasted.  The  abductor  opponens  and  outer  head  of  flexor  brevis 
are  almost  gone  ;  the  inner  head  of  flexor  brevis  and  abductor  partially, 
and  capable  of  acting  to  a  slight  extent.  Has  slight  jjovver  of  ab-  and  ad- 
duction of  fingers,  especially  the  little  finger,  most  on  the  ulnar  side,  and 
decreasing  toward  the  radial ;  has  slight  power  of  extension  over  fingers, 
none  over  thumb,  but  flexion  power  is  more  marked.  Hius  no  power  of 
extension,  but  considerable  of  flexion  at  the  wrist. 

Dynamometer  L.  II.  28.    Sensibility  normal ;  hands  cold.    The  mus 
cles  that  are  capable  of  acting  respond  to  the  induced  current  very  well. 

July  9.  Complains  of  dizziness  and  nausea. 

17th.  Dizziness  still.  Her  hands  are  in  same  condition.  She  expe- 
riences some  diflSculty  in  walking,  and  moves  with  her  body  "  sloping 
over."  She  cannot  use  her  hands,  and  when  she  attempts  to  do  any- 
thing, they  drop,  and  she  cannot  raise  them.  The  muscles  that  remain 
unaffected  respond  well  to  electricity.  She  still  vomits  at  times  after 
eating. 

August  3.  Is  quite  weak  ;  has  chilly  sensations. 

ith.  Had  a  severe  fever  last  night ;  temp.  104°  ;  passed  feces  in  bed, 
and  did  not  know  it ;  to-day  temp,  is  almost  normal ;  is  quite  apathetic. 

oth.  Has  chilly  sensations  ;  complains  of  no  pain  ;  arms  and  jaws  trem- 
ble ;  temp.  102°. 

2  P.  M.*  Temp.  102°. 

%th.  She  is  very  much  worse  ;  mucous  r&les  heard  all  over  chest ;  respi- 
ration accelerated  ;  temp,  high  ;  pulse  very  feeble  ;  pupils  normal ;  bowels 
moved  once  to-day ;  swallows  with  great  difliculty. 

2  P.  M.  She  sank  gradually,  and  died  at  12.45  P.  M. 

Post-mortem,  held  twenty-seven  hours  after  death — Rigor  mortis  mode- 
rately well  marked.    Nearly  all  the  muscles  of  the  hands  are  atrophied, 
especially  tlie  do^-sal  interossei  and  the  propria  muscles  of  the  thumb ;  the 
change  is  nearly  symmetrical  in  both  hands.    The  forearms  are  extremely  j 
wasted,  both  on  the  flexor  and  extensor  surfaces.    There  is  no  marked  ' 
wasting  in  the  arms,  the  shoulders  are  well  rounded  ;  both  pectoral  regions 
appear  wasted  ;  tliere  is  no  marked  wasting  in  the  lower  extremities,  un-  , 
less  it  be  in  the  adductor  region  of  both  thighs.    Incisions  made  into  the  ' 
pectoral  muscles  show  well-colored  fibres  also  in  the  deltoid,  biceps,  and 
triceps. 

The  extensors  of  the  forearms  are  of  whitish-yellow  color,  being  nearly 
as  pale  as  the  skin. 


1 


PROORESSIVK   MUSCULAK  ATllOPHY. 


263 


The  flexors  of  i-'K^ht  haiul  are  very  iiuich  wasted,  but  not  so  much  as 
the  extensors.    The  flexors  of  the  left  side  ure  snuiU,  hut  seem  in  good 

condition.  .  ,  ,  i 

The  muscles  of  the  right  thenar  emn.ence  show  extreme  degcnenUion. 

In  left  thenar  eminence  the  inner  head  of  flexor  brev.s  and  u.lductor  are 

red  and  large  ;  the  external  is  white,  as  on  tlie  other  side,     liie  adductors 

of  thighs  are  small,  but  well-colored. 

The  quadriceps  extensor  femoris  is  of  good  color. 
The  anterior  tibial  muscles  are  of  good  color. 

Heart :  Valves  are  normal,  muscular  substance  soft  and  yellowisli-gray. 
The  diaphragm  is  not  atrophied. 

Brain  :  Convolutions  and  corpora  striata  appear  normal.  1  here  is  some 
atheroma  of  the  carotid  and  basilar  arteries. 

The  substance  of  the  cord  and  brain  is  quite  soft.  The  viscera  are 
normal,  except  the  kidneys,  and  these  are  granular ;  their  pyramids  are 
small,  and  they  contain  small  cysts. 

Diagnosis.  Progressive  muscular  atrophy  may  be  mistaken  for  seve- 
ral conditions  of  a  paralytic  nature,  among  these  lead  paralysis,  antero- 
lateral sclerosis,  and  partial  paralysis  from  traumatism. 

For  an  illustration  of  the  first  of  these  I  do  not  think  I  can  do  better 
than  mention  a  case  in  which  there  appeared  to  be  lead  paralysis,  but 
which  subsequently  turned  out  to  be  progressive  muscular  atropliy. 

Several  months  ago  Mr.  N.,  a  Cuban  gentleman,  came  to  me  with  a 
letter  from  his  medical  adviser.  Dr.  Findlay,  of  Havana.  The  doctor's 
history  of  the  patient  is  as  follows :  "  Mr.  N.,  about  eighteen  months  ago, 
began  to  experience  a  tremor  in  the  fingers  and  wrist  of  the  right  hand, 
together  with  muscular  debility,  which  caused  some  inconvenience  in  w^rit- 
ing,  and  in  carrying  food  to  his  mouth,  as  well  as  in  other  movements  of  the 
hand.  Having  on  a  single  occasion  submitted  to  local  faradization  of  the 
arm  (some  ten  months  ago),  the  tremor  was  much  subdued,  and,  as  was 
thought,  the  fingers  and  wrist  were  strengthened.  It  was  not,  however, 
until  four  months  ago  that  the  patient  returned  to  put  himself  under  a 
regular  course  of  treatment. 

"  Condition  of  the  patient  in  July,  1876  General  health  good;  no  signs 

of  cachexia  ;  no  antecedents  of  specific  taint ;  no  lead  poisoning.  Sufllsred 
on  two  or  tliree  occasions,  at  some  years'  interval,  rheumatic  pains  and 
neuralgia  in  the  arm  and  shoulder  of  the  left  side,  but  never  in  tlie  right 
side,  which  is  the  one  now  affected.  The  outer  appearance  of  the  right 
arm  showed  but  little  muscular  atrophy  ;  the  tremor  was  inconsiderable  ; 
the  patient  could  close  the  hand  tiglitly,  but  not  well  grasp  larger  objects, 
such  as  a  tumbler,  owing  to  incapacity  to  maintain  the  first  phalanx  of  the 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth  fingers  extended.  The  wrist  was  inclined  to  drop 
forwards  (in  flexion)  and  outwards. 

"  On  inspection  it  was  found  tliat  the  common  extensor  of  the  fingers 
was  considerably  weakened,  most  so  in  tlie  portion  attached  to  the  ring- 
finger,  tlie  weakness  being  manifested  both  to  voluntary  and  to  electrical 
contractility.  The  same  condition  existed  also,  tlioiigh  a  little  less,  in  the 
extensor  of  tlie  little  finger,  and  in  the  radial  extensors.  Tlie  contractility 
was  not  totally  absent,  but  would  vary  in  degree  without  ai)pareiit  cause. 
The  disease  continued  to  progress  (notwithstanding  treatment),  the  por- 
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tions  of  tlie  common  extensors  losing  all  excitability  to  my  small  (iaiff'e's 
battery,  and  the  extensors  of  the  thumb  being  also  implicated. 

"  Tiie  left  arm  was  now  examined,  and  althoiigli  tin;  ])atient  did  Jiot 
notice  any  weaiuiess  in  tiic  hand,  sumo  delicieiicy  of  electric  contractility 
was  observed  in  tlie  common  extensor,  esi)ecially  in  the  extensor  of  the 
ring-linger.^  The  constant  current  was  now  used  for  six  weeks  without 
much  benefit.  Tiie  extensor  carpi  ulnaris  is  now  becoming  also  afi'ected. 
Tiie  i)atient,  however,  finds  that  he  can  write  and  peiform  various  acts 
with  the  right  hand  better  than  before.  Within  the  last  week  he  com- 
plains of  some  pain  along  the  back  of  the  left  forearm  when  he  has  been 
holding  an  object  in  tlie  air,  and  I'eels  an  inclination  to  i-elax  his  grasp." 

Tiie  Doctor  also  gave  a  history  of  liereditary  trouble,  which  was  probably 
in  one  case  (the  patient's  uncle)  progressive  muscuhir  atrophy. 

I  carefully  examined  the  patient,  and  found  that  the  right  arm  was  that 
most  affected. 

Motor  power — The  power  of  extension  of  the  muscles  of  the  right  fore- 
arm was  lost  completely,  and  on  the  left  side  the  power  of  extension  of  the 
two  middle  fingers  was  to  some  degree  impaired.    Flexion  was  jjcifect. 

Atrophy — The  following  muscles  were  more  or  less  affected  and  reduced 
in  size.  Right  forearm:  Extensor  commvmis  digitorum;  extensor  minimi 
digiti ;  extensor  carpi  radialis ;  extensor  longus  poUicis ;  extensor  carpi 
ulnaris  ;  extensor  communis  of  the  left. 

Sensation — Slightly  impaired  on  the  right  side.  The  teeth  of  the 
aisthesiometer  were  separated  by  a  space  of  about  ten  centimeti-es  before 
two  points  could  be  appreciated.  This  loss  was  not  so  great  on  the  under 
surface  of  the  forearm.  There  was  no  history  of  recent  pain  either  con- 
stant or  neuralgic,  nor  were  there  any  dysassthetic  sensations. 

No  fibrillary  contractions  were  observed.  There  was  a  slight  ti-emor 
in  the  right  hand  when  voluntary  movements  were  made.  Electric  con- 
tractility to  a  very  slight  degree  was  observed  in  the  extensor  communis 
digitorum  when  a  strong  faradic  current  was  applied.  The  galvanic  cur- 
rent also  seemed  to  have  some  influence  upon  the  weakened  muscles.  The 
fingers  were  covered  by  small  flakes  of  skin,  and  the  nails  were  crenated, 
irregular,  and  evidently  badly  nourished.  This  trophic  defect  disappeared 
under  the  use  of  the  galvanic  current. 

Diagnosis. — In  the  order  I  name  them  I  proceeded  to  dispose  of  lead 
paresis,  amyotrophic  sclerosis,  cerebral  paralysis,  traumatic  paralysis,  and 
progressive  muscular  atrophy. 

That  it  might  be  lead  paresis  seemed  reasonable  at  first,  because  of  the 
loss  of  electric  contractility,  the  seat  of  the  paralysis,  etc. ;  but  when  I  bore 
in  mind  that  the  trouble  was  one-sided  at  first,  that  there  was  a  subsequent 
invasion  of  the  muscles  of  the  other  arm,  that  sensibility  was  also  impaired, 
and  that  the  patient  used  neither  hair-dye  nor  drank  impure  Avater,  nor 
was  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  lead  poisoning  of  any  kind,  I  was  forced  to 
abandon  this  idea.  A  species  of  spastic  contraction  drew  down  the  fin- 
gers of  the  right  hand,  and  there  was  some  cumulative  tremor,  such  as 
characterizes  sclerosis  (expressed  by  a  gradually  increased  tremor,  aggra- 
vated by  will  control,  and  terminating  in  a  species  of  spasm).  This  at 
first  led  me  to  suppose  that  there  might  be  some  degeneration  of  the  lateral 
columns,  but  as  tlie  tremor  disappeared  and  there  were  no  other  symptoms 
of  such  degeneration,  and  especially  as  there  -was  gradual  atrophy  and  nuis- 
cular  paralysis,  I  dismissed  this  possibility.    The  loss  of  electric  contrac- 
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tilify,  and  tlie  limited  fitdd  of  the  i)!ir:ilysis,  excluded  cerebral  paralysis ; 
and  the  fact  that  the  patient  liad  never  received  an  injury,  and  tiiat  the 
attection  was  beginning  to,  affect  the  opposite  group,  negatived  the  theory 
of  traumatic  paralysis.  All  that  was  left  was  tiie  diagnosis  of  jirogressive 
muscular  atropliy ;  and  the  subsecpient  appearance  of  fibrillary  contractions 
made  me  quite  sure  of  my  decision.  The  slow  progress  of  the  trouble  and 
its  site  were,  however,  doubtful  points.  The  individual  had  not  exercised 
any  particular  member,  and  as  he  was  a  man  of  leisure,  there  was  no  trade 
or  occupation  in  which  constant  use  of  the  hands  or  excessive  labor  was 
required  that  could  account  for  its  origin.  The  hands  preserved  their 
contour;  there  was  no  atropliy  ;  no  i)rominent  thenar  eminences  ;  nothing 
suggestive  of  the  main  en  griffe.  None  of  the  muscles  of  the  back  were 
affected,  and  the  deltoids  were  of  good  volume  and  power.  The  fact  that 
others  in  his  faniily  had  suflered,  that  the  disease  began  on  one  side  and 
extended  to  the  other,  that  librillary  contractions  were  present,  that  sub- 
sequently I  was  enabled  to  get  slight,  and  afterwards  "stronger  contractions 
of  the  paralyzed  and  atro]jhied  muscles,  determined  me  in  my  diagnosis  of 
this  anomalous  case.  I  call  it  anomalous,  because  I  have  been  taught,  and 
my  own  experience  convinces  me,  that  this  is  a  very  rare  seat  of  progres- 
sive muscular  atrophy.  Protean  as  is  the  malady,  I  have  not  seen  para- 
lysis of  the  extensors,  as  a  primary  symptom,  in  any  one  of  the  twenty- 
eight  cases  of  the  affection  I  have  met  with  from  time  to  time. 

In  lead  paresis  the  invasion  is  rapid,  the  paralysis  the  same,  and  the 
atrophy  is  secondary,  which  is  not  the  case  in  the  wasting  palsy.  There 
is  sometimes  the  lead  line  or  lead  colic,  and  electric  contractility  is  im- 
paired from  the  first.  From  traumatic  paralysis  it  can  be  diagnosed  by 
the  irregidarity  in  situation  of  the  muscles  atrophied.  In  traumatic 
paralysis  we  may  look  for  atrophy  of  groups  of  muscles  which  are  sup- 
ported by  a  common  trunk,  as  well  as  loss  of  electric  contractility  and 
secondary  atrophy. 

Prognosis  Occasionally  the  disease  may  be  arrested  or  cured  en- 
tirely, and  this  fact  seems  almost  incredible  when  we  bear  in  mind  its 
organic  character.  I  have  succeeded  in  arresting  the  disease  in  ten  cases, 
and  think  that,  when  there  is  the  least  muscular  response  to  electricity, 
there  is  still  a  chance  for  improvement,  if  not  complete  relief.  This 
is,  of  course,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  invasion.  If  the  atrophy  be 
confined  to  the  muscles  of  one  forearm,  there  need  be  no  reason  to  give  a 
bad  prognosis.  The  majority  of  cases,  however,  go  on  to  an  unfavorable 
termination,  and  perhaps  one  reason  is,  that  patients  delay  so  long  to  seek 
medical  advice,  considering  their  disease  to  be  rheumatism,  and  amenable 
to  domestic  treatment. 

Roberts'  thinks  that  the  prognosis  is  bad  when  hereditary  predisposition 
can  be  traced,  or  when  the  upper  and  lower  extremities  are  both  impli- 
cated. 

Treatment — T  know  of  no  other  remedies  than  those  which  are  local 
(except  when  a  syphilitic  taint  is  suspected).    Electricity  is  one  of  these; 


'  Art.  AVasting  Palsy,  Reynolds's  System  of  Medicine,  vol.  ii.  p.  349. 
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muscular  vest  is  the  second  wlien  the  ufiecition  has  followed  overuse  of 
certain  ninscle.s. 

The  galvanic  current  from  not  less  tiian  twenty  cells  sliould  he  used, 
one  electrode  heing  jjlacod  over  the  nucha,  and  tiie  otiier  in  the  supra- 
clavicular space.  Seances  of  ten  minutes  every  day  cannot  fail  to  do 
good.  Ill  addition  to  this,  the  faradic  current  sliould  be  employed  for  the 
muscles  themselves.  1  have  tested  the  plan  of  Duchcnne,  who  recom- 
mends painful  and  powerful  currents,  and  liave  not  found  it  successful.  I 
prefer  ratlier  to  make  each  muscle  contract  several  times,  and  then  allow 
it  to  rest,  and  repeat  the  operation  some  minutes  afterwards.  Violent 
electrization,  I  am  convinciid,  fatigues  these  crippled  muscles,  and  does 
more  harm  than  good.  Vivian-Poore  and  Fagge'  have  had  wonderful 
success  with  tliis  agent,  and  iiave  cured  a  number  of  apparently  liopeless 
cases.  I  liave  been  induced  to  try  tlic  "  rubber  muscle,"  as  arranged  for 
lead  paresis.  This  forms  an  admirable  means  for  support  of  tlie  hands, 
should  the  extensors  be  affected,  as  was  the  case  in  the  history  I  have  just 
related.  In  every  case  it  is  well  to  insure  perfect  rest,  if  possible,  for  all 
affected  muscles.  If  the  muscles  of  the  shoulder  be  so  atrophied  as  to 
allow  the  arm  to  drop,  it  is  well  to  arrange  some  contrivance  to  sustain 
its  weight,  and  relieve  the  strain  upon  the  affected  organs.  Sulpliur 
baths  and  mineral  AA'aters  have  been  recommended,  and  in  some  hands 
have  been  successful. 


PARTIAL  FACIAL  ATROPHY. 

Synonyms  Tropliic  neurosis  of  the  face  (Romberg)  ;  Laminar 

aphasia  (Lande)  ;  Progressive  facial  atrophy  (Hammond). 

The  disease  was  first  described  by  Romberg'''  in  1837,  and  subsequently 
by  Lande,^  Samuels,*  Bergson,^  Eulenberg,^  Fremy,'  and  Moore,^  who 
have  all  reported  cases.  Eleven  examples  were  collected  by  Lande  alone, 
who  studied  the  disease  quite  faithfully.  The  only  American  case,  besides 
those  reported  by  Hammond"  and  Bannister,'"  was  presented  at  a  meeting 
of  the  New  York  Society  of  Neurology,  December  20,  1875,  by  Dr.  Wil- 
liam H.  Draper,'^  and  I  then  had  the  opportunity  of  examining  her,  and 
subsequently  obtained  a  photograph,  a  copy  of  which  is  presented. 


'  London  Practitioner,  Dec.  1868. 

2  Klinische  Wahremung  und  Beobachtungen,  Berlin,  1851. 

3  Thfese  dc  Paris,  1868. 

Der  Tropisclien  Nerven,  Leipzig,  I860. 
^  Du  Prosopodysmorphia  sive  Nova  Atropli.  Fac,  Berlin,  1873. 
s  Lehrbuch  der  Funet.  N.  K.\  Berlin,  1871. 

Etude  critique  de  la  Trophon6\Tose  faciale,  Paris,  1872. 
^  Dublin  Quarterly  Journal,  1852. 
"  Op.  eit.,  p.  543,  et  serj. 

Journal  of  Nervous  and  Mental  Diseases,  1877. 
"  Reported  in  Am.  Psyciiological  Journal,  Feb.  1876. 
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The  patient,  who  Avas  a  stout,  hearty  Irish  fr\r\,  aged  18,  and  without 
any  hereditary  predisposition,  presented  herself,  with  tiie  following  lus- 
toi-y  :  About  two  years  ago  the  muselcs  under  the  body  of  the  lower  jaw 
of  the  left  side  began  to  diminish  in  size,  and  after  a  few  months  there 
was  -radual  extension  of  the  atrophy,  so  that  finally  a  district  bounded  by 
the  symphysis  of  the  lower  jaw,  angle  of  the  nose,  and  middle  ot  the 
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upper  lip  in  front,  lower  edge  of  zygoma  above,  and  ramus  of  the  inferior 
maxillary  behind,  became  entirely  atfected.  The  skin  is  bound  down  to 
the  periosteum  of  the  lower  jaw,  and  is  shiny,  tense,  and  white.  There 
never  has  been  pain  of  any  kind,  but  the  only  sensory  alteration  occurred 
in  the  beginning,  when  a  slight  itching  was  felt.  There  is  no  anaesthesia 
anywhere,  not  even  in  the  tongue,  one  side  of  which  is  markedly  atro- 
phied. In  the  beginning  there  were  occasional  cramp-like  pains  about  the 
insertion  of  the  masseter  muscles  on  the  left  side,  but  none  on  the  other. 
There  was  slight  paresis  in  some  of  the  muscles  involved. 

In  twelve  Continental  cases  collected  by  Draper,  eight  of  whom  were 
women  and  four  men,  the  atrophy  appeared  in  one  at  three  years  of  age, 
and  in  another  at  twenty-two  years  of  age.  The  beginning  of  the  atrophy 
in  these  cases  was  not  always  the  same.  In  two  instances  it  began  by 
pallor;  in  the  others  by  red  spots,  next  followed  by  loss  of  color;  and 
finally  there  was  a  parchment-like  appearance  of  the  skin.  Sensibility 
Avas  not  lowered  in  any  instance,  but  in  two  there  was  itching,  as  in 
Draper's  case.  In  one  the  disease  was  preceded  by  spasms  of  the  mas- 
seter muscles  ;  in  six  the  tongue  was  atrophied ;  in  one  the  tonsil ;  and  in 
the  rest  the  soft  palate.  In  two  cases  there  was  deafness.  In  no  case 
was  there  affection  of  the  secretion  of  saliva  ;  but  in  one  there  was  dimin- 
ished pulsation  in  the  carotid  of  the  affected  side.  In  none  were  there 
indications  of  central  disease.  The  cutaneous  clianges  alluded  to  are 
peculiar,  and  a  variety  of  trophic  alterations  may  attend  the  disease ; 
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sudi,  for  inst.'uico,  as  falling  out  of  tii«  liiiir,  or  cliiinges  in  color  and  the 
Jippcaraiico  of  eczema.  Tlic  atrophy  is  soinctimes  (piitc  extensive,  involv- 
ing the  bones,  which,  in  some  cases,  have  been  mtiasured  and  found  to  be 
greatly  reduced  in  size.  Electric  contractility  of  tlie  muscles  does  not 
appear  to  be  in  the  least  diminished.  'J'lie  temperature  of  tiie  affected 
side  is  generally  h)\vei-ed,  but  there  is  no  diminution  of  sensibility.  The 
left  side  appears  to  be  the  more  common  seat  of  the  disease,  and  of  the 
twelve  cases  already  alluded  to,  but  one  was  of  the  right  half  of  the  face. 

Causes  I  n  some  of  the  reported  cases  there  was  a  history  of  pre- 
vious intermittent  fever,  scarlatina,  and  scrofula,  and  in  one  case  there 
was  a  traumatism,  but  it  is  a  question  of  great  doubt  whether  these  were 
concerned  in  tlie  development  of  the  atrophic  condition.  It  seems,  how- 
ever, to  be  a  disease  which  is  more  common  between  the  tenth  and  the 
thirtieth  year. 

Pathology — Undoubtedly  this  disorder  is  one  of  a  trophic  nature, 
and  of  central  origin.  The  absence  of  motorial  or  sensorial  disturbance 
makes  this  theory  very  plausible.  Hammond  considers  the  unilateral 
character  of  the  affection  a  strong  argument  against  the  theory  of  its  peri- 
pheral origin.  If  the  lesion  were  of  a  peripheral  character,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  both  sensation  and  motion  would  be  affected,  for  I  cannot 
conceive  a  diseased  condition  of  trophic  filaments  alone  when  they  are 
found  in  company  with  other  sensor  and  motor  filaments,  as  in  a  nerve- 
trunk  which  is  diseased.  This  hypothesis  seems  more  reasonable  when  it 
is  borne  in  mind  that  the  parts  atrophied  are  supplied  by  other  cranial 
nerves  than  the  seventh.  I  therefore  think  that  the  theory  of  degeneration 
of  the  trophic  cells  of  the  bulb  is  a  much  more  acceptable  one  than  that  held 
by  Bergson  and  others.  Eulenberg  considei's  it  to  be  essentially  a  lesion 
of  the  fifth  pair,  in  which  opinion  he  is  sustained  by  Romberg,  Samuels, 
Charcot,  and  Vulpian.  Against  this  it  may  be  urged  that  lesions  of  the 
fifth  nerve  of  a  trophic  nature  are  generally  followed  by  corneal  changes, 
which,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  have  never  been  witnessed  in  this  disorder. 

Diagnosis. — Progressive  muscular  atrophy  and  facial  paralysis  seem 
to  be  the  only  diseases  with  which  that  under  discussion  may  be  con- 
founded. Against  the  first  it  may  be  said  that  there  are  never  the  pecu- 
liar cutaneous  changes  of  the  disease  under  discussion — no  dark  spots,  no 
falling  out  of  the  hair,  no  tightness  of  the  skin  ;  and,  moreover,  this  site 
of  atrophy  is  very  rare  in  progressive  muscular  atrophy.  Facial  paralysis 
is  nearly  always  of  sudden  appearance,  and  the  muscles  lose  their  electric 
contractility. 

Prognosis  As  far  as  I  can  learn  no  deaths  have  been  reported,  and 

no  cures  by  drugs.  From  its  progressive  nature  (and  particularly  if  we 
concede  it  to  be  a  central  disease  of  a  degenerative  character)  the  prog- 
nosis must  be  bad,  though  two  or  three  cases  have  been  related,  however, 
in  which  there  was  an  arrest  of  the  atrophy  without  any  treatment.  In 
Belot's^  case  the  disease  became  stationary  after  a  year. 


'  Quoted  by  Draper,  Am.  Psy.  Journid,  Feb.  1876. 
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Treatment.  Electricity  is  indiciited,  but  its  use  lias  only  once  been 

attended  by  slight  improvement  in  the  lumds  of  Moore,'  who  reported  a 
case  which  was  benefited. 

PSEUDO-HYPERTrvOPIIIC  MUSCULAR  PARALYSIS. 

Synonyms  Myosclerotic  paralysis  ;  Scldrosc  musculaire  progressive 

(Re(iuin)  ;  Lepomatosis  musculorum  luxuriam  (Heller). 

Though  first  described  by  two  Italians,  Coste^  and  Giogu,  in  1838,  and 
subsequently  by  Meryon'  in  1852,  the  affection  attracted  little  notice  till 
18G8,  when  Duchenne*  presented  to  the  profession  a  critical  analysis  of 
thirteen  cases.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of 
what  has  been  published  since  the  appearance  of  Duchenne's  book.  Suffice 
it  to  say  that  Clymer,^  Ingall,"  and  Webber,^  Pepper,*  S.  Weir  Mitchell,' 
Hammond,"*  Drake,"  Gerhard,"  and  PoorCj'^*  in  America,  and  Barlow,'*  of 
Manchester,  in  England,  have  all  reported  cases ;  and  I  find,  in  the  little 
brochure  of  the  latter  writer,  the  records  of  additional  cases  by  Heller,'* 
Seidel,'®  Wernich,"  Scheltzemberser,  and  other  Continental  writers.  So 
far  nearly  one  hundred  cases  have  been  reported. 

Symptoms  Duchenne  details  the  symptoms  in  the  following  order : — . 

1.  In  the  beginning  feebleness  of  the  lower  limbs.  2.  Lateral  balanc- 
ings  of  the  trunk  and  widening  of  the  legs  during  walking.  3.  A  pecu- 
liar curvature  of  the  spine,  or  saddle-back,  both  in  walking  and  standing. 
4.  Talipes  equinus,  with  an  over-extension  of  the  first  phalanges  of  the 
toes.  5.  Apparent  muscular  hypertrophy.  6.  Stationary  condition.  7. 
Generalization  and  aggravation  of  the  paralysis. 

In  illustration  of  the  progress  of  the  disease,  I  may  present  a  very  well 
marked  case,  which  I  was  permitted  to  examine  by  Dr.  V.  P.  Gibney. 

F.  E.  M.,  aged  13.  Previous  health  excellent,  her  only  illnesses  being 
whooping-cough  at  the  age  of  nine  months,  and  scarlet  fever  a  year  ago, 
which  was  followed  by  some  otitis.  Her  family  history  is  good,  as  far  as 
nervous  disease  is  concerned.    Her  father  died  of  phthisis,  and  her  mother 


'  Op.  cit.  2  Quoted  by  Poore. 

^  Trans,  of  Med.-Chir.  Sec.  1852,  quoted  by  Poore  and  Barlow. 

De  r  Electrisation  localis6e. 
^  Clymer's  Appendix  to  Aitkin's  Practice,  1868,  and  Med.  Record,  1870. 
^  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journ.,  1870. 
'  Pliil.  Med.  Times,  June  and  July,  1871. 

8  Photo.  Review,  Oct.  1871.  s  Qp.  cit.,  1st  ed. 

'°  Phil.  Med.  Times,  Aug.  29,  1874. 
"  Ibid.,  Oct.  16,  1875  (previously  reported  by  Mitchell). 
'2  N.  Y.  Med.  Journ.,  June,  187.5. 
On  Pseudo-hyper.  Paralysis,  Liverpool  and  Manchester  Med.  and  Surg. 
Reports,  vol.  iv. 

"  Deutschcs  Arcliiv  fiir  Klin.  Med.,  torn.  i.  1865.        "  Ccntralbhitt,  1867. 
Deutsches  Archiv  fUr  Klin.  tom.  ii.,  1864.  "  Quoted  by  Barlow. 
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is  iilivo  and  liuiiltliy.  llor  iiiicestors  wore  loiif^-lived  ])CO])le.  Slie  tells  us 
of  an  injury  received  in  1870,  u  boy  hnvmyr  fired  ii  bi-iek  at  her,  wliicli 
struck  her  in  the  small  of  the  back.  No  fever  or  \nun  preced(;d  her 
present  trouble.  Her  disease  was  of  gradual  development,  and  the  hyper- 
trophy followed  the  injury  which  has  juat  been  alluded  to.  At  the  end  of 
six  montlis  she  found  it  ditlicult  to  <ro  u])  stairs,  and  her  heli)lessness  in- 
creased until  the  time  of  admission  into  the  Hospital  i'or  Ruptured  and  Crip- 
pled April  7,  1870.  The  following  history  was  then  taken:  Comjdexion, 
light;  hair,  brown;  eyes,  haz(;l.  Slie  is  snudl  for  her  age,  though  well 
developed.  Siie  stands  witii  abdomen  promiiuiiit,  chest  and  head  thrown 
backwards;  -walks  with  an  unsteady,  waddling  gait.  Upper  extremities, 
with  exception  of  elbow-joints,  which  permit  extension  beyond  an  angle 
of  180°,  normal.  From  the  sixth  dorsal  to  the  sacrum  there  is  a  lordosis 
of  three  inches,  the  point  of  greatest  incurvation  being  at  the  third  lum- 
bar vertebra.  There  is  tenderness  on  deep  pressure  over  the  twelfth  dor- 
sal vertebra,  while  both  trochanters  stand  out  prominently,  and  the  limbs 
are  widely  separated,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  trouble  about  the  hip- 
joints.  There  is  marked  diminution  in  power  of  the  extensors  of  the  legs, 
preventing  her  from  holding  the  limb  at  a  right  angle  to  the  body.  There 
is  no  marked  loss  of  power  in  the  flexors.  But  there  seems  to  be  some 
loss  of  power  in  the  anterior  foot  muscles ;  no  comparative  atrophy  of  limbs. 
The  muscles  of  the  back  seem  small  and  poorly  nourished.  The  girl  has 
diflnculty  in  arising  from,  or  assuming  the  sitting  posture.  The  lordosis 
can  be  overcome  by  the  voluntary  act  of  stooping  forward. 

Treatment. — Spinal  brace  to  restore  normal  form,  and  electricity. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Virgil  P.  Gibney,  I  was  ])ermitted  to  ex- 
amine the  patient.  I  found  her  to  be  a  i-ather  well-nourished  girl.  I  was 
immediately  struck  by  her  gait,  which  was  characteristic  of  pseudo-hyper- 
trophic  paralysis.  The  feet  were  planted  widely  apart,  and  when  propul- 
sion was  attempted  the  whole  pelvis  was  seemingly  twisted,  and  the  leg 
clumsily  swung  forward.  The  body  swayed  from  side  to  side,  the  abdomen 
was  prominent,  and  the  shoulders  drawn  back,  so  that  the  extreme  lordosis 
described  so  clearly  by  Duchenne  was  very  beautifully  shown.  When 
stripped,  this  exaggerated  curve  was  found  to  be  very  great.  A  plumb 
line  held  at  the  seventh  cervical  spine  fell  about  four  inches  back  of  a  line 
drawn  across  the  upper  edge  of  the  sacrum.  When  my  hand  was  placed 
upon  her  abdomen,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  force  her  to  stand  erect, 
the  nates  were  immediately  thrown  backwards,  and  she  would  have  pitched 
forward  if  not  supported.  When  she  attempted  to  walk,  the  pelvis  seemed 
to  be  lifted  on  the  side  of  the  limb  which  was  raised,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  corresponding  side  of  the  abdomen  became  quite  fiat.  Her  gait  was 
waddling,  and  she  progressed  very  slowly.  There  was  some  spinal  ten- 
derness, but  no  other  disturbance  of  sensibility  either  in  the  sound  or  hy- 
pertrophied  muscles.  The  latter  were  those  of  the  back  of  the  leg,  which 
were  much  larger  on  both  sides  than  they  should  have  been,  and  were 
quite  hard  and  in  marked  contrast  to  the  other  muscles  of  the  body,  which 
were  flabby  and  poorly  nourished.  The  muscles  of  both  thighs  at  the 
inner  side  seemed  to  be  atrophied,  as  were  all  the  muscles  of  the  back  ; 
but  the  arms  were  of  normal  contour,  and  apparently  unaffected.  There 
was  considerable  loss  of  power  in  the  lower  extremities,  the  patient  being 
unable  without  gi-eat  effort  to  rise  from  her  chair,  and  when  she  attempted 
to,  do  so  she  planted  her  feet  widely  apart  and  aj^jroximated  her  knees. 
The  color  of  the  skin  was  rather  darker  than  it  should  be,  and  especially 
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on  the  feet,  legs,  fintl  hypcrtro[)liied  calves  was  there  mottling  and  imper- 
fect incubation.  No  difference  in  tactile  sensibility  could  be  noted.  Meas- 
urements of  different  parts  gave  the  following  results  :— 

About  shouklcrs   29  inches. 

About  waist     .       •       •       •       •        •        •        ■        .  24  ' 

]Mi<l(lle  of  right  tliigh   14 

Middlo  of  li'ft  tliigh   [[ 

Kight  tliigh,  just  above  knee   11  " 

l^eft  thigli,  just  above  knee   12  " 

Kightcalf   12  " 

Left  calf   12  " 

A  case  reported  to  me  by  my  friend  Dr.  G.  H.  Swazey  is  the  following. 
This  patient  Avas  also  seen  by  Dr.  J.  Lewis  Smith: — 

J.  D.,  aged  2  years  8  months.  Has  always  been  a  healthy  boy  until 
four  weeks  ago,  when  it  was  noticed  that  he  seemed  weak  in  his  legs, 
especially  in  the  morning,  or  after  sitting  awhile.  Has  not  complained 
of  any  pain.  When  the  child  walks,  it  is  in  a  peculiar  wabbling  sort  of 
a  way,  with  his  legs  wide  apart,  and  his  shoulders  carried  well  back.  He 
cannot  stand  well  with  his  legs  close  together,  but  soon  totters  and  ftills. 
After  he  has  walked  a  wliile  this  peculiarity  of  gait  is  not  so  perceptible. 
The  left  leg  measures  around  the  calf  eight  and  one-eighth  inches,  right 
leg  around  the  calf  eight  inches.  Just  above  the  knee  left  leg  measures 
nine  and  a  quarter  inches ;  right  leg,  same  place,  nine  and  one-eighth 
inches. 

The  weakness  in  the  legs  has  been  steadily  increasing  from  the  first. 
The  grandmother  of  the  child  on  the  maternal  side  has  epilepsy  ;  the  grand- 
mother on  the  father's  side  has  what  the  mother  calls  weak  spells,  appa- 
rently of  an  epile])tic  character.  An  aunt  and  uncle  on  the  father's  side 
have  epilepsy,  and  there  is  also  a  history  of  syphilis  in  the  family.  The 
mother  has  had  miscarriages,  apparently  due  to  that  cause.  The  father 
has  had  eruptions  and  other  symptoms.  March  28th  commenced  treat- 
ment with  the  faradic  current  to  the  muscles,  Avhich  was  continued  three 
times  a  week  for  six  weeks  ;  the  disease  slowly  progressing.  At  this  time 
the  patient  left  off  coming,  and  has  not  since  been  seen. 

Weakness  of  the  lower  extremities  is  one  of  the  earliest  symptoms,  and 
is  gradual  in  its  appearance,  and  not  preceded  by  fever,  as  is  generally 
the  case  in  infantile  spinal  paralysis.  This  impairment  of  power  may 
begin  imperceptibly,  and  first  attract  the  attention  of  the  parent  by  the 
inability  of  the  child  to  walk  at  the  usual  time,  or  may  appear  subsequently, 
the  child  falling  frequently  or  moving  clumsily.  In  Poore's  collection  of 
85  cases,  it  is  shown  that  "3  never  walked  at  all,  24  never  walked  well, 
1  is  reported  as  coming  on  gradually,  52  walked  well  at  first,  and  in  5 
cases  no  mention  is  made  of  the  period  of  walking."  "  Of  those  who  walked 
well,  2  began  to  walk  at  eighteen  months,  3  at  two  years,  3  at  two-and-a 
half  years,  4  at  four  years,  1  at  five,  and  5  are  reported  as  walking  late 
and  badly." 

Duchenne  and  Drake  reported  cases  in  which  convulsions  were  the  be- 
ginning of  the  disease.  Pain  in  the  calves  of  the  legs  or  back  is  some- 
times the  first  symptom,  but  is  by  no  means  one  to  expect  as  a  rule.  The 
appearance  of  the  patient  is  most  striking.    The  belly  seems  to  be  thrown 
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out,  the  lumbur  curve  is  iiicreiised,  and  tl.e  ieet  are  M-idely  separated. 
When  the  chihl  attempts  to  walk,  liis  movements  are  very  mucli  like  tliose 
which  we  might  expect  to  see  in  an  individual  laboring  through  a  qua*-- 
mn-e.  There  is  a  certain  amount  of  waddling,  the  legs  being  separated 
and  the  feet  planted  at  some  distance  apart.  In  progression  the  body  is 
inclined  to  the  side  on  wliicli  the  foot  is  planted,  and  there  is  some  jerk 
made  in  the  effort  to  carry  the  foot  forward.  The  patient  rises  from 
the  sitting  posture  with  some  difliculty,  as  there  is  great  impairment  of 
the  extensor  muscles  of  the  spine.  This  weakness  is  tiie  cause  of 
the  difliculty  in  keeping  his  balance.  The  next  stage  of  the  disease  is 
the  development  of  the  hypertrophy.     Very  often  this  change  is  an 

Fig.  39. 


The  Spinal  Curve  in  Pseiida  Hypoi  trophic  Paralysis. 

early  one,  and  may  follow  closely  after  the  commencement  of  the  impaired 
motor  power.  The  calves  are  generally  first  enlarged,  and  this  enlarge- 
ment may  begin  with  the  difficulty  in  Avalking,  or  within  a  period  any- 
where from  six  months  to  several  years  after  the  beginning  of  the  disease. 
This  enlargement  is  not,  however,  always  confined  to  the  calves,  but  may 
affect  the  other  muscles  of  the  lower  extremities,  or  even  those  of  the 
upper.  The  glutei,  gastrocnemii,  deltoid,  and  many  other  muscles  have 
been  involved  in  cases  reported  by  different  observers.  When  the  mus- 
cles are  contracted,  they  stand  out  quite  prominent,  and  in  one  of  the 
cases  reported  by  Barlow*  the  child's  appearance  resembled  that  of  the 


'  Op.  cit.,  p.  11. 
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Funiese  Hercules.  The  child  is  unwieldy  and  .iwkwai-d,  and  though 
there  is  at  this  stage  some  increase  in  strength  of  some  of  the  members 
used  in  loconiotiuu,  the  child  does  not  seem  to  have  very  much  motor 
po\ver,  for  he  can  scarcely  walk.  The  muscles  not  hypertrophied  may 
undergo  an  atrophic  change,  greatly  adding  to  the  deformity.  In  regard 
to  tiie  talipes  that  may  be  produced,  the  extensors  are  agitated  by  spas- 
modic contractions,  which  become  more  aggravated  as  the  attempt  to  walk 
is  persisted  in,  so  that,  after  a  few  steps,  the  child  is  quite  likely  to  fall. 
The  skin  may  often  be  greatly  discolored  in  patches  just  as  it  is  in  infantile 
paralysis,  and  Duchenne  has  called  attention  to  this  mottlin;/,  wliich 
is  due  to  modified  cutaneous  circulation,  and  is  seen  especially  during  the 
later  stages  of  the  disease.  It  is  more  often  confined  to  the  lower  ex- 
tremities, and  the  patches  which  at  first  appear  as  bright  red  discolorations 
gradually  become  more  dusky  as  they  are  exposed  to  the  air.  This  mot- 
tling is  increased  by  muscular  action,  and  in  certain  regions  was  found  by 
Benedikt  to  be  connected  with  local  sweating.  The  temperature  of  the 
hypertrophied  muscles  is  higher  by  a  degree  or  two  than  those  that  are 
atrophied ;  and  in  the  early  stages  electric  contractility  is  rarely  affected, 
but  in  the  later  it  is  greatly  diminished.  Of  coui'se,  this  depends  upon 
the  fatty  substitution  which  the  muscular  tissue  has  undergone,  for  but  a 
small  amount  of  normal  muscular  fibre  remains  to  be  called  into  action  by 
the  electric  stimulus. 

Causes — Beyond  the  question  of  heredity  it  is  impossible  to  go  in 
our  search  for  causes.  One  or  two  cases,  however,  are  mentioned  by 
foreign  observers  in  which  injury  preceded  the  disetise.  Kesteven^  re- 
ported one  of  these,  and  in  this  case  the  hypertrophy  appeared  at  the 
fifteenth  year. 

Poore's  table^  includes  the  following  examples  of  heredity:  

"  In  two  cases  a  maternal  uncle  and  aunt  had  this  disease. 

"In  one  case  three  maternal  uncles  and  aunts  had  this  disease. 

"In  one  case  one  maternal  uncle  and  one  half-uncle  had  this  disease. 

"In  one  case  three  maternal  half-brothei-s  had  this  disease. 

"In  one  case  a  maternal  half-brother,  three  maternal  uncles,  and  otlier 
members  on  the  mother's  side,  had  shown  the  symptoms  of  pseudo-hyper- 
trophic  paralysis. 

"In  thirty-seven  instances,  two  or  more  belonged  to  the  same  family. 
It  will  be  observed  that  it  is  only  on  the  mother's  side  that  this  hereditary 
influence  is  transmitted;  while  the  disease  shows  itself  almost  exclusively 
in  the  males.  Thus,  in  a  case  reported  by  Duchenne,  the  mother,  while 
siie  escaped,  transmitted  the  disease  to  the  children  of  her  marriage.  The 
same  fact  is  stated  in  I'oster's  case.  ° 

"  In  one  case  a  maternal  grandfather  was  hemiplegic. 

"In  one  case  a  paternal  grandfather  was  insane. 

"  In  one  case  a  father  was  insane. 


'  Journal  of  Mental  Science,  vol.  xvi.,  April,  1871,  p.  48. 
*  Loc.  cit. 
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"  In  one  case  u  fiitlicr  was  intemperate. 

"In  one  case  two  brothers  died  of  granular  meningitis. 

"  In  one  ease  a  brother  was  an  idiot. 

"In  fifteen  cases  of  tlie  eighty-five  tlic  family  liistory  was  good. 
^     "In  thirty-three  cases  no  mention  of  family  history  is  made." 

Pathology  and  Morbid  Anatomy  According  to  Barlow,  the 

first  examination  of  the  muscles  in  ps(Mido-hyi)ertrophic  paralysis  was 
made  by  Greisinger  and  Billroth  in  1865.  Greisinger  excised  a  small 
portion  of  the  left  deltoid,  which  was  liypertrophied  and  paralyzed, 
and  microscopically  examined  the  muscle,  which  resembled  adipose 
tissue.  He  found  the  fasciculi  in  a  perfect  state,  but  surrounded  by  fat. 
Eulenberg*  and  Conheim'^  found  the  muscular  fibres  reduced  to  fully  one- 
sixth  their  normal  size,  and  in  some  localities  there  were  masses  which 
they  supposed  were  the  sheaths  of  empty  sarcolemmaj. 

Auerbacli'  found  hypertrophy  of  the  muscular  fibres,  and  an  increased 
development  of  nuclei,  but  no  interstitial  fat  deposit ;  but  this  was  in  a 
patient  who  died  during  the  early  stages  of  the  disease.  Berger's*  expe- 
rience was  identical  in  an  early  case.  Charcot^  examined  a  case  (that 
seen  by  Berger),  and  found  the  psoas  in  a  state  of  primary  alteration. 


Fig.  40. 


Appearance  of  Muscular  Tissue.  (Charcot.) 

The  primitive  muscular  bundles  were  separated  by  broad  spaces  of  con- 
nective tissue  containing  cells  of  a  spindle  shape,  and  nuclei.  Other 
muscles  were  likewise  affected.  The  pectoral  muscles,  and  those  having 
a  sacro-lumbar  attachment,  contained  fewer  nuclei,  and  the  internuclear 
spaces  were  filled  with  wavy  connective  tissue.  In  muscles  which  had 
undergone  still  more  advanced  degeneration,  there  was  some  evidence 


'  Archiv  fiir  Heilkunde,  18G5. 

2  Verhandlung  der  Berhner  Mod.  Ges.  i.,  pp.  101-205. 

"  Virchow,  Archiv.,  vol.  iii.  p.  224. 

*  Deutsche  Archiv  fiir  Klin.  Med.,  1872,  p.  303. 

*  Archiv.  de  Physiol.,  etc.,  1872,  p.  1. 
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of  fatty  deposit.  In  this  case  he  witnessed  tliree  stages  of  degene- 
ration. In  tlie  earliest  there  was  atropliy  of  muscular  bundles,  indistinct 
lon"-itudinal  stria-,  and  sometimes  transverse  striic.  Tiie  sareolemmai  were 
filled  witli  a  hyaline  substance. 

Duchenne'  denies  the  existence  of  empty  sarcolemma5,  and  regards  the 
enlargement  due  to  an  increase  of  connective  tissue  containing  fat-cells. 

Diagnosis  Progressive  muscular  atrophy  seems  to  be  the  only  dis- 
ease with  which  this  condition  may  be  mistaken.  If  the  patient  is  seen 
at  a  time  when  the  conditions  of  atrophy  and  hypertroi)hy  coexist,  it  is 
not  always  easy  to  tell  whether  there  is  an  increase  of  volume,  or  simply 
an  atrophic  condition  of  some  muscles,  while  others  are  of  normal  size; 
but  the  other  symptoms  alluded  to,  the  exaggerated  lumbar  curve,  and 
the  waddling  walk,  should  settle  tlie  question  of  diagnosis.  Progressive 
muscular  atrophy  is  also  generally  a  disease  which  rarely  appears  at  so 
early  a  period  as  does  pseudo-hypertrophic  paralysis.  Increase  of  size 
from  determination  of  blood  to  a  muscle,  such  as  that  reported  by  Maun- 
der,^ and  sometimes  fatty  development,  without  paralytic  symptoms,  may 
deceive  the  incautious. 

Prognosis. — The  disease  is  slowly  progressive,  and  death  occurs 
generally  from  some  other  disease.  Poore  reports  thirteen  deaths. 
Phthisis,  pleuro-pneumonia,  uncomplicated  pneumonia,  and  croup  appear 
to  have  carried  off  most  of  these  cases  ;  and  it  seems  as  if  pulmonary  dis- 
ease bore  some  special  relation  to  organic  disease  of  the  cord,  particularly 
when  trophic  disorder  accompanies  such  disease.  In  several  of  the 
spinal  affections,  especially  Avhen  the  anterior  cornuag  are  affected,  there  is 
generally  the  development  of  phthisis  or  other  pulmonary  maladies.  The 
deaths  that  have  been  reported  occurred  rarely  before  the  eighth  year  of 
the  disease,  and  generally  between  the  fourteenth  and  thirtietli. 

Treatment  Duchenne  reports  two  cures  by  the  faradic  current. 

This  seems  to  be  the  only  remedial  measure  that  promises  anything  at 
all.  The  abolition  of  fatty  food  might  be  recommended,  and  massage 
should  be  employed  at  least  every  day.  The  well-known  fact  that  phos- 
phorus produces  fatty  degeneration  should  contraindicate  its  use. 


'  De  I'dlech-isation  localisee,  Paris,  1872,  3d  edition,  p.  604. 
"  Med.  Times  and  Gazette,  March  27,  1862. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  SPINAL  CORD  (Continued). 
POSTERIOR  SPINAL  SCLEROSIS. 

Synonyms — Progressive  locomotor  ataxia;  Tabes  dorsalis  ;  Ataxic 
loeomotrice  progressive  ;  Locomotor  asynergia,  etc. 

When  induration  of  the  posterior  columns  of  the  cord  takes  place,  we 
are  furnished  with  a  very  interesting  and  striking  train  of  symptoms,  which 
are  chiefly  expressed  by  pronounced  disturbance  of  the  locomotory  func- 
tions, and  defects  in  coordination  and  sensation. 

Symptoms — After  exposure  or  prolonged  dissipation,  the  individual 
may  first  notice  the  commencement  of  the  disease  by  fulgurating  pains 
which  dart  from  the  feet  up  the  legs  and  thighs,  and  for  the  time  he  may 
suppose  he  has  simply  neuralgia.  These  pains  are  worse  at  night,  and 
may  be  aggravated  by  damp  or  cold  weather.  They  appear  and  disappear 
rapidly,  and  Clarke^  calls  attention  to  their  tendency  to  move  suddenly 
from  one  place  to  another ;  remaining  located  in  one  spot  for  some  hours  at 
a  time,  and  then  shifting  to  another.  They  may  shoot  through  the  soles 
of  tiie  feet,  the  inner  part  of  the  legs,  the  knees,  or  even  the  thighs.  After 
a  time,  which  varies  from  a  few  weeks  to  two  or  more  months,  there  may 
be  a  most  disagreeable  sensory  change  of  a  lesser  grade,  which  is  confined 
to  the  feet.  When  walking,  the  patient  complains  that  "  the  ground  feels 
as  if  it  were  covered  by  fur,  or  a  padded  cushion."  Sometimes  the  sensa- 
tion is  likened  to  that  produced  by  a  stocking  down  at  heel,  or  as  if  his 
shoe  was  filled  with  sand ;  or,  again,  as  if  he  were  walking  in  the  air. 
There  is  no  loss  of  muscular  power,  nor  genei'al  loss  of  sensibility,  in  the 
preponderance  of  cases  ;  but  there  only  seems  to  be  a  perversion  of  tactile 
sensibility,  and  that  only  limited  to  the  sense  of  contact.  Heat  and  cold 
are  appreciated,  but  the  shape  or  size  of  the  cold  or.  warm  object  cannot 
be  perceived  by  the  tactile  sense  alone.  Painful  impressions  are  appre- 
ciated, but  this  is  all.  Circulation  becomes  sluggish  in  the  limbs,  and 
subjective  cold  is  felt  in  the  lower  extremities.  If  the  individual  is 
seated,  and  the  hand  of  the  examiner  be  held  against  the  sole  of  the  boot 
when  the  patient's  thigh  is  flexed,  it  will  be  found  th;it  he  is  generally 
quite  able  to  extend  the  leg  forcibly,  but  there  may  be  sometimes  a 
slight  loss  of  power  in  subsequent  stages  when  the  anterior  j)arts  of  the 
cord  become  affected.  In  tlie  early  stages  of  what  may  be  called  the 
descending  form,  there  are  various  ocular  troubles.  Amblyopia,  strabis- 
mus, or  diplopia  is  among  the  more  common,  and  it  is  not  unusual 


'  St.  George's  Hospital  Reports,  18G6. 


POSTERIOR   SPINAL  SCLEROSIS. 


277 


to  find  some  atrophy  of  tlu;  optic  disk  of  either  one  or  botli  eyes.  In  both 
forms  of  sclerosis  of  the  cord,  ascending  iis  well  as  descending,  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  patient  to  look  at  the  objects  which  surround  liim  in  order 
that  he  may  preserve  liis  equilibrium.  If  he  shuts  his  eyes,  he  is  apt  lo 
topple  over;  and  it  is  utterly  imijossible  for  him  to  walk  in  the  dark  witli- 
out  holding  on  to  something  ibr  support.  The  patient  very  often  finds 
that  when  he  closes  liis  eyes,  as  he  is  about  to  wash  his  face,  he  is  quite 
apt  to  pitch  forward  against  the  wall.  This  test  is  an  important  one,  and 
if  he  is  able  to  stand  with  his  heels  and  toes  approximated  and  his  eyes 
shut,  it  may  be  inferred  that  either  liis  disease  has  not  advanced  to  a  seri- 
ous extent,  or  that  it  is  not  locomotor  ataxia  at  all.  'I'he  early  ocular 
trouble  is  strabismus,  which  is  an  inaugural  symptom,  and  is  very  often 
accompanied  by  amblyopia ;  and  if  the  strabismus  be  single,  the  ambly- 
opia will  be  on  the  same  side.  Various  paralyses  of  cranial  nerves  may 
also  follow,  and  ptosis  is  not  an  unusual  symptom.  Nothnagel'  publishes 
the  notes  of  a  case  where  hypera^sthesia  of  the  parts  supi)lied  by  the  fifth 
nerve  was  a  prominent  symptom.  The  lost  power  for  localization  is  not 
uncommonly  associated  with  this  disease.  With  closed  eyes  the  individual 
is  unable  to  place  the  tip  of  his  finger  on  his  nose,  or  upon  any  desired 
small  point ;  and,  when  told  to  touch  the  point  of  a  pin  held  by  an  ob- 
server, he  will  be  unable  to  do  so,  his  finger  missing  the  mark.  When 
awaking,  he  is  often  undecided  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  his  legs,  or  some- 
times feels  for  a  moment  that  he  has  none,  and  needs  the  aid  of  vision  to 
see  that  there  are  such  members.  The  nerve-fibres  in  the  posterior 
columns  lose  their  facility  for  the  conduction  of  sensory  impressions  ; 
audit  is  sometimes  several  seconds  before  an  impression  made  at  the  peri- 
phery is  received  at  the  sensorium,  and  appreciated  by  the  individual.  A 
symptom  sometimes  found  in  this  disease,  as  well  as  in  myelitis,  is  the 
sense  of  constriction  which  is  referred  to  the  waist.  The  bowels,  in  the 
early  stages,  are  generally  confined  ;  and  there  is  some  loss  of  control 
over  the  bladder,  and  constant  desire  to  empty  that  organ.  Romberg 
calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  stream  seems  to  have  no  force,  but  falls 
to  the  ground  on  leaving  the  meatus.  The  individual  is  also  troubled 
by  erections  during  the  early  stages,  and  there  is  greatly  increased  sexual 
power.  Tliis,  however,  is  diminished  towards  the  end  of  the  disease,  and 
in  males  impotence  follows. 

Irritability  of  temper,  occasional  mental  disturbance,  and  loss  of 
memory  are  not  rare  evidences  of  intellectual  failure,  and  occur  at  difler- 
ent  stages.  The  electro-muscular  irritability  seems  to  be  rather  increased 
than  diminished,  and  reflex  action  is  usually  exaggerated.^  The  locomo- 
tory  trouble  appears  quite  early,  and  is  one  of  tlie  most  distressing  fea- 
tures of  the  disease.    It  begins  by  an  awkw^ardness  in  progression,  and 

'  Berlin  Klin.  Woch.,  xvii.  1865. 

2  Westphall  has  recently  shown  that,  Avhen  the  legs  arc  crossed,  if  the  tendon  of 
tlie  rectus  femoris  on  tlie  side  of  the  suspended  leg  be  struc;k,  aeontra-ition  of  this 
muscle  will  follow,  and  the  suspended  leg  will  be^ agitated.    In  locomotor  ataxia 
this  is  not  the  case.  ' 
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tlui  fc(;t  fly  oiil.  iuid  aro  pluiitcd  with  u  kind  of  jerk,  tlie  lieel  toiicliiii;^  the 
ground  first.  Tlie  individual  totters,  and  is  eventually  unable  to  walk  at 
all  without  support,  and  the  gait  cannot  be  mistaken  by  any  one  who  has 
once  witnessed  it.  The  sense  of  appreciation  of  weight  also  seems  to 
suffer  to  a  deciided  degree.  Jaccoud'  found  that  this  is  lost  to  a  great 
extent,  and  that  there  is  a  variation  in  the  power  to  perceive  weights  on 
the  two  sides  of  the  body.  In  one  case  mentioned  by  him,  a  pressure 
equal  to  3000  grammes  was  perceived  on  the  right  side,  and  2800  on  the 
left.  The  pains  before  spoken  of  generally  disa])pear  as  the  disease  be- 
comes confirmed,  though  they  may  last  throughout.  Fibrillary  con- 
tractions are  occasionally  seen  ;  and,  speaking  of  this,  I  have  often  wit- 
nessed a  curious  phenomenon  which  follows  the  use  of  faradism.  1  have 
noticed  that  when  a  muscle  of  one  leg  was  agitated  by  clonic  contraction, 
sometimes  the  same  muscle  in  the  other  leg  would  be  contracted  syn- 
chronously with  that  nnder  electric  stimulation  :  the  patient  is  gene- 
rally timid,  and  easily  disconcerted  by  any  sudden  noise  or  unexpected 
excitement.  When  crossing  the  street  the  desire  to  avoid  being  run  over 
on  the  appi'oacli  of  a  wagon  will  produce  such  demoralization  tis  to  prevent 
him  from  taking  another  step,  and  he  sometimes  falls  to  the  ground. 
There  is  rarely  trembling,  unless  the  disease  has  involved  the  upper  part 
of  the  cord,  when  this  symptom,  as  well  as  the  inability  to  appreciate  topo- 
graphical points,  will  be  mai'ked.  The  patient  is  generally  worried,  anx- 
ious-looking, and  wo-begone,  and  is  full  of  complaints.  The  disease  may 
last  for  from  five  to  twenty  years,  and  the  pjitient  is  carried  off  by  tuber- 
culosis or  some  intercurrent  pulmonary  afl'ection.  Atrophy  of  idl  the 
muscles  of  the  extremities  generally  takes  place  towards  the  end  of  the 
disease,  and  bedsores  and  arthritic  troubles  are  annoying  and  painful  fore- 
runners of  death. 

Charcot  has  called  attention  to  certain  cutaneous  eruptions  which  not 
infrequently  are  found  with  posterior  spinal  sclerosis,  and  which  are 
usually  of  a  papulous  and  pustular  character.  He  mentions  the  case  of 
one  person,  who,  while  under  ti'eatment  at  La  Salp^tri^re,  presented  large 
patches  of  urticaria,  the  appearance  of  which  was  coincident  with  the 
attacks  of  pain. 

The  eruptions  generally  mark  out  the  course  of  the  nerve  which  is  the 
seat  of  pain.  Hutchinson,  however,  considers  that  this  arrangement  of 
the  eruption  is  usually  misinterpreted,  and  that,  instead  of  the  eruption 
following  the  direction  of  a  nerve-trunk  and  its  branches,  the  corymbiform 
distribution  of  the  skin-disease  in  reality  corresponds  with  the  course  of 
the  small  vessels. 

Charcot  and  Raymond,^  in  alluding  to  the  disappearance  of  tlie  heads 
of  the  long  bones,  relate  the  case  of  a  woman,  aged  52,  who  had  been  ill 
for  many  years.  The  autopsy  revealed  atrophy  of  the  different  processes 
of  the  humerus,  femur,  tibia,  and  scapula,  with  muscular  degeneration  of 
a  fibrous  character.  In  another  case  there  was  hip-joint  affection,  and 
great  brittleness  of  the  bones,  Avhicli  broke  when  subjected  to  inconsidera- 


1  Op.  clt.,  p.  341. 


2  Giiz.  M6dicale  do  Paris,  Feb.  19,  1876. 
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ble  force,  im\  iifterwards  uniteil  quite  readily.  During  life  the  evidences 
of  such  arthroputhies  are  sometimes  numerous.  They  may  be  illustrated 
by  the  following  case  of  Bourcere.^ 

The  patient  was  a  woman  who  entered  La  Charit6  April  8,  1875  ;  she 
was  middle-aged,  and  iiresented  many  of  the  symptoms  of  locomotor 
ataxia.  These  began  about  ten  months  before.  The  left  leg  seemed  to 
be  more  affected  tluin  the  right.  Three  days  after  admission  the  left 
thigh  and  buttock  began  to  swell  rapidly,  and  in  a  few  hours  the 
swelling,  which  was  not  oedematous  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word,  but 
hard  and  not  painful  on  pressure,  reached  its  maximum.  It  extended  as 
far  down  as  the  knee,  where  it  stopped  abruptly.  There  was  no  fluctua- 
tion, nor  any  evidence  of  pus.  The  swollen  part  was  almost  double  the 
size  of  the  other  limb,  while  the  leg  was  shortened,  and  the  foot  was  to 
some  degree  rotated  outwards.  Tliere  was  also  some  swelling  and  hard- 
ness unattended  by  tenderness  in  the  left  iliac  fossa.  The  swelling  disap- 
peared almost  entirely  in  a  week,  when  vaginal  examination  was  made, 
and  a  hard,  smootli  tumor  was  discovered,  wliicli  apparently  sprung  from 
tiie  pelvic  bones  of  the  left  side.  Pus  was  soon  afterwards  detected  in  the 
psoas  sheath  above  and  below  Poupart's  ligament.  She  became  pros- 
trated, and  died  on  the  Gth  of  May.  After  death,  decided  ossebus  changes, 
to  be  hereafter  described,  were  observed. 

Locomotor  ataxia  may  be  associated  with  progressive  muscular  atrophy, 
or  may  sometimes  terminate  in  general  paresis  of  the  insane.  West- 
phall,  Obersteiner,  and  others  have  written  much  upon  the  relation  of  the 
two  diseases  and  their  possible  coexistence. 

Obersteiner,''  in  an  excellent  paper  upon  Locomotor  Ataxia  and  Mental 
Disease,  considers  that  mental  symptoms  are  found  in  the  greater  propor- 
tion of  cases  of  this  disease,  and  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  these 
expressions  of  psychical  trouble  may  be  very  slight ;  still,  an  acute  ob- 
server will  know  that  there  is  a  departure  from  the  normal  intellectual 
condition.  The  patient's  character  is  often  changed  markedly.  1  have 
been  often  astonished  at  the  apathy  of  an  individual,  or,  on  the  other  hand, 
at  his  irritability  of  temper,  the  violence  of  his  anger,  and  his  petulance, 
which  are  more  than  transitory  evidences  ;  and  they  are  as  important  symp- 
toms, I  think,  as  neuralgic  pains,  difficulty  of  coordination,  etc.  These 
changes  were  well  displayed  in  a  patient  of  my  own  ;  in  health  he  was  a 
most  amiable,  high-minded  person ;  in  disease  a  morbid,  bad-tempered, 
whining  wreck.  He  had  been  noted  for  his  gallantry  on  the  field  during 
the  war  ;  but  after  this  disease  had  become  established,  his  character  seemed 
to  undergo  a  complete  transformation.  He  wrangled  wnth  every  one,  be- 
came irritable  over  petty  things,  and  made  himself  generally  disagreeable. 

Obersteiner  and  Simon'  both  agree  that  these  patients  should  be  exam- 
ined most  carefully,  and  that  the  prognosis  depends  much  upon  the  facts 
relative  to  mental  alteration.  The  latter  says  :  "  It  is  not  enough  that 
the  patient  keeps  himself  quiet,  and  answers  the  questions  relative  to  his 


'  Progrfes  M6(l.,  Oct.  9,  1875. 

*  Wiener  Mcdizinischc  Woch.,  No.  29,  1875. 

»  Archiv  flir  Psychiatric,  i.  and  ii.,  1875. 
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age,  llow  he  feels,  etc.,  unci  does  not  show  marked  delusions  ;"  these  are 
not  enough  to  assure  us  that  his  intellect  is  intact. 

In  regard  to  the  grave  secondary  mental  changes,  Tigges  considers 
general  |)aralysis  to  he  a  coni])lication,  while  Oljersteiner  is  convinced  that 
the  symi)toms  of  this  latter  disease  indicate  a  progi-ession  of  the  sclerosis 
upwards.  He  considers  the  lesions  to  be  identical,  and  that  it  is  only  the 
seat  of  the  change  which  has  anything  to  do  with  the  symptom  expressed, 
lie  has  also  found,  in  general  paralytics  who  have  died,  a  sclerosis  of  the 
cord. 

M.  Rey  has  observed  nine  cases  of  insanity  associated  with  locomotor 
ataxia.  In  three  of  these  the  sfjinal  sclerosis  preceded  the  cerebral  trouble, 
and  in  one  the  induration  had  extended  from  the  posterior  to  the  lateral 
columns.  He  found  that  the  diagnostic  diflerence  between  locomotor 
ataxia  combined  with  cerebral  induration,  and  simple  descending  general 
paralysis  of  the  insane,  was  the  walk.  In  the  former  the  patient  could 
not  stand  with  his  eyes  shut,  and  in  the  latter  there  was  no  difhculty  of 
the  kind.  We  may  also  take  for  granted  that  the  walk  of  the  ataxic  is  an 
early  symptom,  and  that  of  the  general  paralytic  a  late  one.  Both  are 
examples  of  defective  coordination,  and  I  think  the  latter  is  unwisely 
called  paralytic. 

The  difficulty  of  turning  around  is  marked  in  ataxia,  and  I  think  it  is 
not  a  prominent  symptom  in  general  paralysis. 

A  case  lately  came  under  my  charge  where  the  sclerosis  of  the  cord 
was  ascending,  and  in  an  incredibly  short  time  the  cerebral  symptoms 
which  indicate  the  general  paralysis  of  the  insane  were  evident. 

M.  F.,  aged  29  ;  United  States.  On  admission  to  the  Epileptic  and 
Paralytic  Hospital,  March  6,  1876,  I  was  immediately  struck  by  the 
woman's  walk,  which  was  ataxic  in  the  extreme;  and  on  questioning  her 
and  her  husband  we  ascertained  that  about  two  years  ago  she  had  neu- 
ralgic pains  in  the  legs  and  feet ;  her  walking  became  defective,  and 
has  continued  so.  Her  mind  was  clear  up  to  a  short  time  ago.  Her 
pupils  are  now  unequally  dilated,  the  left  being  the  largest.  Her  lips 
tremble  distinctly.  Her  tongue,  when  jJi'Otruded,  also  quivers ;  when 
told  to  keep  it  quiet,  the  motion  is  greatly  exaggerated.  There  is  some 
ptosis  of  the  left  eye.  When  told  to  close  her  eyes,  she  is  unable  to  co- 
ordinate delicate  muscular  movements.  She  cannot  find  the  tip  of  her  nose 
with  her  forefinger  by  more  than  an  inch.  When  her  eyes  ai-e  open,  she 
cannot  touch  small  points,  such  as  the  markings  upon  my  watch-dial. 
When  she  stands  with  her  eyes  closed,  she  topples  over  almost  instantly. 
When  she  walks,  her  toes  are  thrown  out,  and  she  comes  down  upon  her 
heel.  Her  feet  are  planted  far  apart  when  she  attempts  to  stand.  When 
walking  across  the  room,  she  reels,  and  has  difficulty  in  turning  around. 
When  attempting  to  answer  questions,  she  talks  slowly,  each  word  being 
uttered  with  some  effort;  the  words  containing  the  letters  "f"and"p" 
are  explosive,  and  the  lips  seem  to  have  a  great  deal  of  work  to  form  them. 
The  consonants  are  slurred  over ;  for  instance,  the  word  "  man"  is  pro- 
nounced "  mah;"  the  ''I's"  are  dropped,  as  are  many  other  letters.  Her 
writing  is  very  scratchy  and  irregular,  although  lier  husband  says  she 
formerly  wrote  an  excellent  hand.  Mentally  slie  is  silly,  and  laughs  im- 
moderately at  wrong  times  and  without  cause.    She  has  no  idea  of  time. 
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but  seems  to  know  wliut  slie  is  saying.  She  lius  had  several  delusions, 
one  of  which  was  that  she  luul  been  home  the  day  before. 

May  l-2tii,  two  montlis  afliT  admission — Her  walk  is  mnch  worse;  no 
nrinarv  or  otlier  dithciilty.  Tiiere  is  some  fcstination  ;  pupils  stiU  uneven. 
The  tfiiliculty  in  speech  has  markedly  increased.  Her  tottering  walk 
is  striking.  We  at  first  thought  she  had  syphilis,  but  this  is  not  so. 
Being  unnianageable  and  restless,  she  avus  traiislerred.  Here  undoubtedly 
was  an  ascending  condition,  beginning  with  the  pains  and  gait  of  loco- 
motor ataxia,  and  ending  with  several  early  symptoms  of  general  paralysis. 

Charcot'  has  described  a  peculiar  train  of  symptoms  accompanying  the 
pains  of  the  earlier  stages.  These  are  the  crises  f/astriques,  which  are 
expressed  by  pains  whicli  begin  in  the  gi-oins,  and  run  up  the  abdomen  on 
either  side,  finally  becoming  fixed  at  the  epigastrium.  They  are  violent, 
and  occur  during  the  exacerbations  of  lancinating  pain  in  the  lower  ex- 
tremities. During  the  time  they  last,  there  is  violent  palpitation,  vertigo, 
and  vomiting,  the  latter  symptom  occurring  without  relation  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  stomach.  If  there  be  no  food  to  be  expelled  from  that  organ, 
there  may  be  a  quantity  of  frothy  and  bloody  liquid  ejected.  These  crises 
last  two  or  three  days,  and  disappear  quite  suddenly.  Some  observers 
have  noticed  the  appearance  of  ptosis  during  their  existence,  which 
gradually  disappears  ;  and  Stewart^  has  seen  several  cases  in  which  these 
symptoms  varied,  and  instead  of  there  being  pain  which  started  from  the 
groin,  there  was  deep-seated  pain  in  the  dorsal  and  lumbar  regions. 

Reynaud  has  called  attention  to  a  species  of  renal  neuralgia  which  is 
not  at  all  an  uncommon  complication.  One  of  his  cases,  which  was  mis- 
taken for  renal  colic,  presented  lumbar  pain,  vesical  tenesmus,  retraction 
of  the  testicle,  and  other  suggestive  symptoms.  Thei-e  was  temporary 
cessation  after  a  few  days,  but  a  second  and  third  attack  followed.  Char- 
cot and  other  French  writers  have  alluded  to  various  additional  visceral 
disorders,  as  found  with  this  as  well  as  other  organic  spinal  diseases,  and 
the  functions  of  the  kidney  are  sometimes  greatly  disturbed.  I  do  not 
think  that  sufficient  attention  has  been  paid  to  forms  of  hysteria  ■which 
resemble  locomotor  ataxia.  These,  I  believe,  are  the  cases  which  are 
cured.  Isnard'  has  extensively  considered  the  functional  form  ;  and  Webb, 
of  Philadelphia,  has  reported  a  very  interesting  case  of  genuine  hysteria 
which  counterfeited  the  organic  disease  so  closely  as  to  lead  to  a  primary 
error  in  diagnosis. 

Causes — Dissipation  has  much  to  do  with  the  development  of  this 
terrible  disease,  while  onanism  and  venereal  excesses,  especially,  play  an 
important  part ;  so  we  may  expect  to  find  it  among  men  about  town,  hard 
drinkers,  and  other  people  of  bad  habits.  Injury,  exposure  to  rain  and 
cold,  syphilis,  and  protracted  mental  excitement,  favor  its  origin.  Some 
sudden  exposure,  such  as  a  fall  into  the  water,  or  a  night  in  the  rain,  may 
be  the  exciting  cause,  and  several  of  my  cases  had  such  a  beginning. 


'  <^P-  fit-  "  Med.  Times  and  Gazette,  Oct.  7,  1867. 
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RoscMiUiiil'  rei)or(,cil  sixty-five  cases,  forty-six  of  whicli  were  males  and 
iiineteoii  feiuiiles  ;  und  of  tins  nuinbor  tliirty-oiie  were  traced  to  libidinous 
excesses,  seven  to  exhaustion,  and  twenty-seven  to  cold  and  exposure, 
Tiie  youngest  of  those  ])atients  was  nineteen,  and  the  oldest  sixty-eight. 
The  ages  at  wiiicii  the  disease  appears  is  rarely  before  tlie  thirtieth, 
and  never  after  the  sixtieth  year.  Heredity  seems  to  have  much  to  do 
-with  its  development.  For  instance,  N.  Friedricli*  reports  six  cases  which 
occurred  in  two  families  ;  and  two  of  these  patients  wei-e  males,  and  four 
were  females.  Tiie  heads  of  tiie  families  were  drunkards.  Syi)hili.s,  as  I 
have  said,  is  sometimes  at  the  root  of  locomotor  ataxia,  and  perha])s  is 
the  most  fortunate  cause  to  discover,  as  it  greatly  altei-s  the  prognosis  of 
the  disease.  It  must  be  understood  that  the  lesion  is  purely  syphilitic ; 
and  the  symptoms  result  simply  from  the  presence  of  a  gummy  infiltration 
or  tumor  in  the  posterior  columns,  and  not  from  any  induced  sclerosis. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology — The  cord  of  the  ataxic,  when 
cut  into,  will  present  an  appearance  which  is  distinctive.  The  posterior 
columns  will  be  found  to  be  more  gray  and  dark  than  they  should  be,  and 
there  may  be  hard  deposits  on  either  side  of  the  posterior  fissure.  Be- 
neath the  microscope  the  peculiar  thickening  of  the  connective  tissue  will 
be  found  to  have  taken  place  at  the  expense  of  the  nervous  elements. 
Lockhart  Clarke  thus  tersely  describes  the  changes  that  take  place  :  "  The 
morbid  anatomy  of  locomotor  ataxia  consists  chiefly  of  a  certain  gray 
degeneration  and  disintegration  of  the  posterior  columns  of  the  spinal  cord, 
of  the  posterior  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves,  of  the  posterior  gray  substance 
or  cornua,  and  sometimes  of  the  cerebral  nerves.  A  variable  number, 
and  frequently  in  the  latter  stages  of  the  disease  nearly  all  the  fibres  of 
the  posterior  column  and  posterior  roots,  fall  into  a  state  of  granular 
degeneration  and  ultimately  disappear.  Usually  the  posterior  columns 
retain  their  normal  size  and  shape  in  consequence  of  hypertrophy  of  con- 
nective tissue  which  replaces  the  lost  fibres. 

"  In  this  tissue,  at  wide  but  variable  intervals,  lie  imbedded  the  i-emaining 
nerve-fibres  with  the  debris  of  their  neighbors  in  difl'erent  stages  of  disin- 
tegration. In  some  places  they  are  severed  into  small  portions,  or  into 
rolls  or  lobular  masses  formed  out  of  the  medullary  sheaths  of  white  sub- 
stance, Avhichhas  been  stripped  from  their  axis  cylinders.  In  other  places 
they  have  fallen  into  smaller  fragments  and  granules,  which  are  either 
ao-gregated  in  the  line  of  the  original  fibres  or  scattered  at  irregular  dis- 
tances.  Corpora  amylacea  are  usually  abundant,  and  oil-globules  of  dif- 
ferent sizes  are  frequently  interspersed  among  them  and  collected  into 
groups  of  variable  shape  and  size  around  the  bloodvessels  of  the  part.  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  from  my  own  investigations  that  in  the  course  of 
the  disease  the  posterior  cornua  of  gray  substance  are  more  or  less  alFected, 
and  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a  question  whether  they  are  not  the  first  parts, 
or  at  least  among  the  first  parts  that  are  morbidly  changed.    I  have  also 


1  Wien,  Med.  Woch.,  1869,  No.  251. 
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sliown  that  in  some  cases  the  deeper  central  ])arts  of  the  gray  substance 
are  more  or  less  injured  by  areas  of  disiutegration.  Tliese  latter  lesions, 
however,  are  not  essential  to  the  production  of  locomotor  ataxia,  the 
peculiar  symptoms  of  which  depend  solely  on  lesions  of  the  posterior 
cohnnns  of  the  posterior  nerve-roots,  and  probably  of  the  pasterior  coniua. 
The  cases  in  which  they  occur  may  be  considered  as  mixed  cases,  partak- 
ing of  the  nature  of  locomotor  ataxia  and  common  spinal  paralysis," 
Charcot  and  Yulpian  consider  sekrosis  of  fillets  or  columns  of  Gall  to  be 
the  essential  lesion  of  the  disoiise  under  considenition.  Tliese  oecu])y  the 
space  on  either  side  of  the  posterior  fissure,  and  from  them  pass  the  most 
internal  sensory  roots.  I  do  not  think,  at  this  stage  of  our  knowledge,  that  it 
is  possible  to  make  the  distinction  between  symptoms  indicative  of  sclerosis 
of  the  columns  of  Gall  and  of  otlier  parts  of  the  posterior  column.  It  luis 
been  siiown  tliat  the  nerve-roots  themselves  need  not  necessarily  be 
aflected,  although  the  cornua  may  be  degenerated  most  completely.  Tlie 
sclerosed  parts  of  the  cord  in  this  disease  are  more  commonly  the  lumbar 
and  lower  dorsal,  altliough  the  cervical  jiortiou  may  be  invjuled  {is  well. 
The  case  mentioned  by  Nothnagel  presented  sclerosis  of  tlie  entire  poste- 
rior columns.  Tlie  bones  undergo  remarkable  changes,  ajid  after  death 
the  result  of  such  arthropathic  alterations  may  be  seen  in  atrophy,  exfolia- 
tion, shortening,  and  destruction  of  their  articuhu'  surfaces. 

The  appearance  of  old  fracture  is  admirably  shown  in  Fig.  41, 
which  is  taken  from  Chai'cot.    The  cranial  nerves  ai'e  not  rarely  atiected, 


Eiff.  41. 


Appearance  of  Trophic  Bone  Changes  in  Locomotor  Ataxia.  (Charcot.) 


their  course  being  sometimes  interrupted  by  patches  of  degeneration. 
The  induration  attacks  the  periphery  first,  and  extends  to  the  centre,  and 
the  changes  begin  at  the  point  of  origin  of  the  nerve  and  progress  towards 
Its  distal  end.  Tlie  optic  disk  is  nearly  always  found  to  be  atrophied  and 
blanched,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  change  in  the  size  of  the  retinal  ves- 


234 


DISEASES  OF   THE   SPINAL  CORD. 


sels.  Tliere  are  often  evidences  of  injection  of  the  investing  membranes  of 
the  cord  or  actual  meningitis,  and  six  cases  wliicli  were  reported  hy  Fried- 
rlcli  presented  opacity,  and  tliickening  of  the  i)ia  mater,  which  was  adlierent 
to  tlie  cord,  and  I  doubt  if  there  are  many  cxam])h.'s  in  wliicii  some  form  of 
meningitis  has  not  existed  at  some  time  or  otiier.  Charcot'  alhides  to 
the  gray  degeneration  of  the  oi)tic  nerves  as  an  evidence  of  amaurosis  that 
is  so  prominent  a  sym|)tom,  and  lie  calls  tlie  pathological  condition  "  n6v- 
rite  parenchymateuse." 

Much  of  the  interest  belonging  to  this  disease  is  connected  with  the 
phenomena  of  incoordination,  and  a  lesion  that  may  affect  the  integrity  of 
the  organs  intended  for  the  transmission  and  i'ecei)tion  of  visual,  auditory, 
or  tactile  impressions  will  result  in  a  loss  of  equilibrating  power.  Accord- 
ing to  Ferrier,  the  apparatus  provided  for  the  maintenance  of  equilibrium 
consists  of:  1,  a  system  of  afferent  nerves;  2,  a  coordinating  centre;  3, 
efferent  tracts  in  connection  with  the  muscular  apparatus  concerned  in  the 
action.  Of  course  lesions  of  one  or  all  of  these  parts  must  result  in  a  loss 
of  balancing  power.  Perhaps  the  most  important  factor  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  equilibrium  is  tactile  sensibility.  The  frog,  deprived  of  his  skin, 
loses  the  power  of  coordination,  for  the  coordinating  centre  is  deprived  of 
the  exciting  organ  from  which  impressions  are  transmitted.  So,  too,  may 
this  loss  follow  sudden  destruction  of  one  of  the  peripheral  organs  of  spe- 
cial sense.  As  has  been  shown  by  Volkmann,  the  exposed  ends  of  the 
nerves  are  not  sufficient  to  transmit  the  sensory  impression,  but  it  is  neces- 
sary that  their  cutaneous  terminations  shall  exist.  When  the  tactile  sen- 
sation in  the  ataxic  is  blunted,  or  the  impressions  are  interrupted  in  their 
upward  course,  as  has  been  held  by  Schiff,  we  have  a  loss  of  cooi'dinating 
power  which  is  a  striking  feature  of  locomotor  ataxia.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary for  consciousness  to  enter  into  equilibration  and  coordination,  for,  as 
we  well  know,  many  acts  are  pui*ely  spinal  in  character,  and  become  auto- 
matic to  some  degree  ;  and  walking  is  notably  one  of  these  acquired 
automatic  movements.  Acephalous  monsters  have  performed  a  number 
of  acts  which  were  strongly  reflex ;  and  animals  from  -whom  the  brains 
have  been  removed  are  able  to  coordinate  to  a  certain  degree  after  the 
first  shock  of  the  operation  has  passed  by.  In  the  disease  vnider  consider- 
ation consciousness  enters  to  a  decided  extent  when  the  harmony  of  the 
coordinating  centres  is  lost.  This  consciousness  is  exhibited  in  vertigo, 
and  is  exerted  in  the  ineffectual  effort  to  regulate  the  actions  of  the  limbs, 
the  brain  endeavoring  to  supply  the  lost  automatic  sense.  Broadbent' 
considers  that  there  are  two  coordinating  centres  ;  one  in  the  cerebellum, 
and  the  other,  as  I  have  stated,  in  the  cord.  Vision  holds  the  same 
relation  to  the  cerebellar  coordinating  power  that  tactile  sensibility  does 
to  the  cord  centre.  For  instance,  a  tight-rope  walker  would  fall  were 
it  not  for  the  aid  of  vision,  although  the  tactile  sensibility  becomes  so 
perfectly  educated  that  it  may  take  the  place  of  the  eyes  in  enabling  the 


'  LcQons  sur  le  Syst.  nerveux,  2feme  seri6,  1  fascic. 
2  Brit.  Med.  Journal,  April.  1875. 
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performer  to  res-ulate  liis  nctions.'  The  taotilc  sense  is  of  a  lower  grade, 
and  when  this  fails  tiie  individual,  as  is  the  case  with  the  ataxic,  requires 
more  than  ever  the  aid  of  vision.  In  the  normal  condition  he  may  close 
his  eyes,  and  still  be  able  to  walk  in  the  dark  with  some  case  ;  but  if  the 
tactile  sensibility  be  aflPected,  as  it  is  in  the  disease  under  consideration, 
and  if  the  aid  of  his  vision  be  denied  him,  he  is  utterly  helpless  to  regulate 
his  muscular  movements.  In  the  daylight  he  still  has  the  power  of  help- 
ing hinisclf,  for  vision  comes  to  his  lu^sistance.  In  health  this  delicacy 
of  coordination  may  be  trained  to  a  marvellous  degree.  I  have  repeatedly 
witnessed  the  feats  performed  by  a  French  juggler,  Avhich  illustrated  the 
nicety  of  appreciation  of  weight  it  is  pos- 
sible to  arrive  at  by  practice.  He  would 
thi-ow  into  the  air  a  heavy  cannon  ball  and 
a  pellet  of  paper,  alternately  catching  them 
and  tossing  them  up  again,  and  the  mus- 
cular movements  were  regular  and  harmo- 
nious, and  indicated  no  effort  whatever. 
In  locomotor  ataxia  this  power  of  appre- 
ciation is  sometimes  lost  to  a  marked 
degree.  To  the  ataxic  individual  a  four- 
pound  weight  seems  no  heavier  than  one 
of  two  pounds  would  if  he  were  in  nor- 
mal condition,  and  if  his  muscular  move- 
ments were  properly  coordinated. 

The  arrangement  of  the  sensory  fibres 
of  the  posterior  column  is  such  that  a 
lesion  of  either  the  white  or  the  gray  mat- 
ter itself  must  interfere  with  the  conduc- 
tivity of  sensory  impressions.  Lockhart 
Clarke's  histological  researches  have 
thrown  much  light  upon  the  subject. 
According  to  him,  the  posterior  root-fibres 
enter  the  cord  in  three  directions,  some 
passing  in  at  right  angles  to  the  longitu- 
dinal fibres  of  the  posterior  column,  then 
passing  across  the  same  as  well  as  the 
gray  substance,  then  bending  and  continu- 
ing longitudinally  downward,  next  pass- 
ing into  the  gray  matter  of  the  anterior 
cornua,  and  finally  terminating  in  fasci- 
culi which  intermingle  with  the  fibres  of 
the  anterior  roots,  or  extend  into  the  an- 
terior columns.     Other  fibres  (those  of 

,1  T    1      \  ,  The  Course  of  Posteii.ir  Noive-Roots. 

tlie  second  class)  run  across  the  posterior  (Clarke.) 


'  I  havo  no  doubt  some  of  my  American  readers  have  witnessed  the  perform- 
ance of  a  tight-rope  walker,  who  goes  through  his  feats  of  balancing  and  walking 
with  bandaged  eyes,  meanwhile  perfectly  preserving  his  equilibrium. 


2S6 


DISEASES  OF  THE  SPINAL  CORD. 


columns,  or  cross  to  Mie  oMum-  side  of  the  cord  in  the  posterior  commissure, 
or  extend  deeply  into  the  [wsLerior  cohiiniis  of  the  same  side;  and  otiiers 
pass  forward  into  the  gray  matter  of  the  anterior  cornua.  The  third  kind 
of  posterior  spinal  roots  enter  obliquely ;  and  certain  fibres  pass  upwards 
and  downwards,  and  become  associat(id  with  lilires  above  and  below  them. 
The  remaining  {il)res  take  an  oblii|ue  course,  and  run  upwards  and  down- 
wards, the  greater  number  taking  the  former  direction  and  passing  finally 
into  the  gray  matter.  It  will  be  seen  that  a  lesion  affecting  the  pos- 
terior columns  of  the  cord  will  destroy  the  communication  of  the  nerve- 
roots  with  the  gray  matter,  or  press  upon  the  sensory  fibres,  causing  peri- 
pheral pain.  The  communication  with  the  parts  above  is  destroyed,  and 
should  the  sclerosis  involve  the  anterior  gray  matter  tliere  may  be  paralysis 
and  atrophy.  A  favorite  theory,  accepted  by  many  writers,  is  that  which 
considers  that  there  are  numerous  centres  of  coordination  in  the  cord, 
which  are  connected  by  longitudinal  fibres,  and  tliat  when  these  fibres  are 
destroyed  there  results  a  species  of  incoordination.  Dieulafoy^  divided  the 
posterior  fasciculi  at  different  heights,  but  without  producing  any  marked 
defects  in  coordination,  which  seems  to  disprove  this  theory. 

Diagnosis — It  is  important  to  distinguish  locomotor  ataxia  from 
chronic  myelitis,  progressive  muscular  atrophy,  chorea,  and  cerebellar 
disease.  The  former  disease  occasionally  resembles  ataxia,  but  with  or- 
dinary care  no  mistakes  need  be  made.  The  paralysis  of  the  first  disease 
is  very  marked,  and  the  implication  of  the  bladder  and  sphincter  ani  causes 
the  patient  to  void  his  urine  and  feces  involuntarily,  which  is  not  the  case 
in  locomotor  ataxia.  The  strong  ammoniacal  odor  of  decomposed  urine  is 
itself  almost  a  sufficient  diagnostic  mark.  There  is  an  absence  of  power 
in  the  legs,  and  none  of  the  pain  which  characterizes  sclerosis  of  the  pos- 
terior columns.  Ocular  trouble  and  incoordination  are  likewise  absent.  If 
the  gait  of  the  two  diseases  be  compared,  it  will  be  found  that  in  the  for- 
mer the  legs  will  be  thrown  out  with  some  degree  of  violence,  and  the 
heel  will  come  down  forcibly.  In  the  paraplegia  of  myelitis,  the  legs  will 
be  drawn  after  each  other,  the  inner  edge  of  the  sole  scraping  the  ground  ; 
and  there  is  often  a  shrug  of  the  body  required  to  bring  the  feet  forwards. 
The  walk  of  tlie  hemiplegic  is  also  different,  as  one  leg  is  swung  forwards, 
the  toe  describing  an  arc,  or  else  the  foot  is  advanced  in  a  straight  line, 
the  sole  hardly  clearing  the  floor.  Myelitis  in  its  early  stages  sometimes 
resembles  posterior  spinal  sclerosis.  The  pain  in  the  back,  however,  is 
characteristic,  and  the  ulterior  paralysis  and  bladder  trouble  are  sufficient 
in  themselves  to  clear  up  the  diagnosis,  though  the  constricting  band 
about  the  waist  may  excite  our  suspicion.  Cerebellar  disease  has  been 
spoken  of  by  Radcliffe^  as  a  condition  that  may  sometimes  be  mistaken 
for  locomotor  ataxia.  The  movements  are  somewhat  difl'erent,  however, 
for  the  patient  rolls  and  sways  to  a  greater  degree,  and  does  not  present 
the  peculiar  jerking  gait  of  the  ataxic.  Local  pain  is  another  symptom 
peculiar  to  the  cerebellar  condition,  and  vomiting  is  also  suggestive  of 


'  Thfese  du  Concours,  1875. 


'  Op.  cit.,  vol.  ii.  p.  683. 
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this  affection,  but  not  of  locomotor  iitnxiu.  Progressive  muscular  atropiiy 
in  its  curlier  stages  is  apt  to  be  mistaken  for  locomotor  ataxia.  Tiie 
wasting  of  the  muscles  in  anomalous  cases  may  be  imperceptible,  and  the 
unsteadiness  of  the  individual  may  alone  attract  attention.  This,  with 
the  pain,  may  raise  a  doubt  as  to  the  true  nature  of  the  malady.  Syphilis, 
in  some  of  its  forms,  also  occasionally  produces  symptoms  wliich  are  very 
much  like  those  of  this  disease ;  and  there  may  be  paralysis  of  cranial 
nerves,  with  pain  over  the  tibia,  whicli  may  be  misleading,  when  in 
reality  no  spinal  disease  exists. 

Prognosis  Among  the  number  of  cases  reported  by  various  ob- 
servers, I  have  not  found  more  than  one  or  two  well-authenticated  cures. 
Hammond  has  cured  some  lighter  cases,  which  he  does  not,  1  believe, 
really  consider  to  be  genuine  examples  of  locomotor  ataxia  ;  but  others 
have  been  less  fortunate.  A  peculiarity  of  the  disease  is  the  long  inter- 
vals of  improvement  which  occasionally  occur  ;  and  the  disease  may  be 
stationary  for  years,  but  this  is  very  rarely  the  case.  I  know  of  two 
cases  which  were  so  much  improved,  and  remained  so  well  for  three  or 
four  years,  that  I  flattered  myself  that  I  had  cured  them  ;  but  I  have 
since  seen  a  change  for  the  worse  in  both  patients.  Balfour'  presented  a 
case  of  locomotor  ataxia  which  he  claims  to  have  cured.  Pollard^  reports 
a  case  which  began  rather  suddenly,  and  disappeared  quite  rapidly  under 
treatment.  Vidal,^  Duqueit,*  and  Herschell,^  all  report  cures.  Vidal's 
patient,  a  man  of  45,  recovered  in  three  months,  and  Duqueit's  and  Her- 
schell's  cases  I  consider  doubtful  as  regards  diagnosis. 

Treatment  From  the  very  nature  of  the  disease  the  treatment 

must  be  empirical,  and  no  one  remedy  seems  to  have  done  much  good, 
although  nitrate  of  silver  has  been  recommended  by  Wunderlicli,  Char- 
cot, Vulpian,  and  others,  and  has  enjoyed  great  popularity  as  a  remedy. 
Balfour,  already  alluded  to,  states  that  he  cured  a  patient  in  three  months 
by  half-grain  doses  of  this  salt  repeated  three  times  a  day,  and  by  the  use 
of  a  foot-bath  in  which  a  quantity  of  common  salt  had  been  thrown.  The 
feet  were  also  submitted  to  the  influence  of  a  faradic  current  passed 
through  the  water  by  proper  appliances.  The  salts  of  silver  (FF.  77, 
78,  79)  may  be  used  with  considerable  impunity  without  discoloring 
the  skin,  though  an  unnecessary  degree  of  timidity  has  been  shown  in  its 
employment.  It  is  well,  however,  to  begin  with  a  quarter-grain  dose,  and 
it  may  be  increased  to  a  half,  or  even  a  grain,  thrice  daily.^  One  case  of 
my  own  was  greatly  benefited  by  this  drug  in  combination  with  nux 
vomica  (F.  79).  I  have  lately  tried  the  phosphate  of  silver  in  one-third 
of  a  grain  doses,  with  great  success,  and  prefer  it  to  the  nitrate  (F.  80). 
In  administering  the  silver  salts  it  is  well  to  give  them  continuously  for 
several  months,  and  then  permit  an  interval  to  elapse  before  beginning 


>  Brit.  Med.  Journal,  1875.  «  Lancet,  1872,  vol.  i.  p.  437. 

3  Gaz.  des  HOp.  127,  18G2.  *  L'Uiiion,  122,  1862. 

'  Bulletin  de  Tii^rapeutique,  Ixiii.,  Oct.  18G2. 

8  De  I'emploi  du  nitrate  d' argent  dans  le  traitement  dc  1' ataxic  proorcssive. 
Bull.  Gen.  de  Th6r.,  1862. 
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again.  In  the  Ciu-ly  stages  of  tlie  disease  I  prefer  the  fluid  extract  of  ergot, 
either  in  combination  with  tlic  bromide  of  sodium,  or  alone  (FF.  5,  0.)  It 
certainly  seems  to  control  the  pain.  Among  the  more  efficacious  remedies  to 
■wliich  I  may  allude  is  th('  sul|)lnn-  batli,  wliich  is  too  little  used  at  the  present 
day,  and  liiis  been  praised  by  tlie  French  writers  esi)ecially.'  It  seems 
to  possess,  in  some  cases,  powers  whicli  are  almost  marvellous.  A  small 
lump  of  sulphide  of  potassium  is  to  be  thrown  into  tlie  tub  in  which  the 
patient  bathes,  after  which  he  is  to  be  thoroughly  rubbed.  In  regard  to 
electricity,  Meyer  has  reported  several  cin-es  by  tlie  galvanic  current. 
Onimus  lias  used  the  inverse  current,  and  I  believe  has  done  some  good. 
The  indication  seems  to  be  that  the  positive  pole  should  be  placed  over 
the  painful  point,  if  one  can  be  found,  and  the  negative  above.  These 
cases  in  which  cures  have  been  wrought  were,  I  infer,  ataxic  conditions  of 
a  functional  character.  Faradization  of  the  muscles  of  the  legs  and  thiglis 
seems  to  comfort  the  patient  more  than  anything  else.  Duchenne  thinks 
tiiat  the  muscular  anassthesia  is  benefited  greatly  by  its  use,  and  tliat  co- 
ordination is  improved.  Dr.  Drinkhard,  of  Washington,''  suggested  that 
strychnine,  injected  hypodermically,  is  a  remedy  which  should  not  be  lost 
sight  of.  In  one  case  it  promptly  relieved  the  pain.  He,  however,  com- 
pares the  dangerous  appetite  of  possible  formation  to  that  which  grows  out 
of  the  medicinal  use  of  large  doses  of  opium,  and  fears  such  trouble.  I  have 
used  the  actual  cautery  to  the  spine  quite  frequently,  and  have  found  that 
constant  revulsive  effect  kept  up  for  some  weeks  not  only  diminished  the 
pains,  but  really  improved  locomotion.  It  should  be  applied  down  the 
whole  length  of  the  back,  on  either  side  of  the  spinous  processes;  and,  after 
the  epidermis  has  shrivelled  off,  subsequent  applications  are  to  be  made. 
Belladonna  and  turpentine  are  recommended  by  Trousseau  (F.  81),  and 
not  only  i-elieve  the  pain,  but  seem  to  help  any  vesical  trouble  that  there 
may  be.  Should  we  suspect  syphilis,  the  iodide  of  potassium  (F.  20)  will 
be  indicated,  and  a  saturated  solution  should  be  prepared,  and  given  in  in- 
creasing doses  till  forty  or  fifty  grains  are  taken  three  times  a  day.  Above 
all,  it  must  be  remembered  tliat  nutritious  food,  cod-liver  oil,  and  moderate 
stimulation  are  perhaps  more  important  than  medication.  I  have  observed 
the  necessity  for  quiet  and  rest.  Prolonged  muscular  exercise  is  bad,  and 
drives  are  to  be  preferred  to  walking.  The  patient  should  seek  a  warm 
climate,  for  this  disease  is  affected  by  damp  cold  weather,  very  much  as  is 
phthisis,  and  a  cold  winter  always  tells  upon  the  patient.  The  pains  also 
are  aggravated  by  cold  and  sudden  changes,  and  I  find  Florida  or  other 
Soutiiern  States  to  be  the  most  comfortable  places  for  these  invalids. 
Much  benefit  has  been  derived  from  the  dark  room  treatment,  and  I  saw- 
one  gentleman  who  had  been  greatly  improved  by  a  few  months  of  bed  rest 
in  a  dark  cliamber. 

Dissipation  thw-arts  any  chance  of  success,  and  late  hours  or  a  debauch 
will  produce  a  relapse  some  time  after  encouraging  improvement  has  taken 
place.    Sexual  indulgence  (when  it  is  possible)  is  likewise  to  be  interdicted. 


'  It  has  acted  wonderfully  in  cases  even  of  long  standing,  and  deserves  a 
faithful  trial. 

*  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sciences,  July,  1873. 
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ANTERO-LATERAL  AMYOTROPHIC  SCLEROSIS.' 

Synonyms  Amyotrojihic  latc>ml  spiiiiil  sclerosis  (Charcot).  In- 

flanuiintion  of  the  lateriil  cohiiniis  of  tlio  spinal  cord,  and  of  the  anterior 
tract  of  gray  matter  (Ilanimoiul). 

When  the  anterior  tract  of  gray  matter  and  the  lateral  columns  of  the 
cord  are  conjointly  the  seat  of  destructive  changes,  we  find  permanent 
contractures  following  loss  of  muscular  power  in  both  upper  and  lower  ex- 
tremities, together  with  extensive  atrophy  and  subsequent  bulbar  symp- 
toms. 

Symptoms  The  disease  begins  without  fever;  with  loss  of  power  in 

the  muscles  of  the  upper  extremities,  which  becomes  quite  marked  after  a 
short  space  of  time,  and  then  follows  a  general  atrophy  of  the  muscles  ot 
the  paralyzed  members.  In  this  way  tlie  malady  differs  from  progressive 
muscular  atrophy,  in  Avhich  one  group  of  muscles,  or  even  a  single  muscle, 
becomes  atrophied  before  others,  and  in  advance  of  any  paralysis.  Char- 
cot calls  this  wasting  process  "  atrophic  en  masse."  Attendant  upon  the 
paralysis  are  deformities,  and  these  are  highly  characteristic  of  the  disease, 
and  result  commonly  from  contractures  of  muscles  which  are  less  pai-a- 
lyzed  than  others,  so  that  the  stronger  muscles  overcome  the  weaker. 
The  flexors  of  the  hands  are  commonly  affected,  and  these  members  are 
flexed  and  distorted,  the  fingers  being  drawn  up  so  that  their  ends  press 
into  the  palms,  as  is  the  case  in  other  forms  of  post-paralytic  contractures. 
The  arm  may  be  adducted  to  the  side,  and  forcible  abduction  or  extension 
is  impossible.  Pain  is  usually  produced  by  any  violent  effort  made  to  over- 
come the  deformity,  and  the  physician  is  obliged  to  desist.  The  patients 
are  able,  though  their  muscles  are  paralyzed  and  contracted,  to  perform 
certain  limited  movements,  but  the  same  tremor  takes  place  which  we 
observe  in  other  forms  of  sclerosis  when  a  voluntaiy  effort  of  any  kind  is 
made.  In  the  late  stages  the  emaciation  is  complete,  and  the  appearance 
of  the  hands  resembles  that  seen  in  progressive  muscular  atrophy.  There 
are  the  elevated  thenar  eminences  and  the  flat  forearms,  but  the  limb  is 
still  contracted.  Charcot  alludes  to  a  condition  which  sometimes  affects 
the  muscles  of  the  neck,  so  that  they  are  contracted  to  such  a  degree 
that  the  head  is  fixed  and  immovable.  He  relates  a  case  where  the  mus- 
cles of  the  inferior  maxilla  were  so  contracted  as  to  greatly  interfere 
with  mastication. 

The  progress  of  the  disease  is  marked  by  involvement  of  the  tongue, 
and  later  by  destruction  of  the  nuclei  of  the  several  cranial  nerves,  so 
that  various  losses  of  special  function  rapidly  follow,  and  death  termi- 
nates the  patient's  sufferings.  The  inferior  extremities  are  paralyzed  in 
their  turn,  and  are  the  seat  of  contractures  which  resemble  in  some  re- 
spects those  of  the  upper  extremities,  so  that  the  patient's  condition  is  one 


'  I  prefer  this  compound  title,  as  it  obviates  confusion  and  more  definitely  ex- 
presses the  seat  of  the  disease. 
19 
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of  helplessness.  The  legs  become  rigid  when  he  attemjjts  to  walk,  and 
are  agitated  by  tremors  so  that  he  is  obliged  to  desist.  The  contrac- 
tures in  the  lower  extremities  are  much  more  marked  than  in  the  upper, 
and  when  finally  the  victim  seeks  his  bed  he  presents  a  most  abject  and 
pitiable  ai)i)earance,  the  legs  being  twisted  and  contracted  so  that  he  re- 
quires the  services  of  an  attendant,  as  he  is  utterly  unable  to  do  anything 
for  himself.'  Fibrillary  tumors  may  be  present  just  as  in  ])rogres8ive 
muscular  atrophy,  but  are  not  so  constant  as  in  the  latter  disease.  The 
symptoms  Avhich  usually  herald  the  ap[)roaching  end  of  the  disease  are 
those  which  indicate  invasion  of  the  bulb.  Paralysis  and  atrophy  of  the 
tongue,  vermicular  movements  of  that  organ,  and  aflrections  of  speech, 
are  among  these,  and  the  orbicularis  oris  and  facial  muscles  are  next 
attacked,  when  there  may  be  di-ooling  of  saliva  and  other  indications  of 
bulbar  degeneration.  In  short,  the  symptoms  are  very  much  like  thos*} 
of  bulbar  paralysis.  Sooner  or  later  tlie  pneumogastrics  are  implicated, 
and  deatli  follows.  The  disease  runs  its  course  in  from  six  months  to 
three  years. 

I  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  see  one  case  of  this  disease,  the  notes  of 
which  I  append. 

E.  S.,  laborer.  About  one  year  ago  he  first  noticed  an  awkwai-dness  in 
holding  his  spade,  and  when  engaged  in  the  excavation  of  a  cellar  he  was 
unable  to  throw  up  the  dirt,  and  at  the  same  time  felt  unpleasant  formi- 
cations and  cramps.  These  became  so  distressing  that  he  applied  lini- 
ments to  his  wrist  and  arms,  but  without  any  relief  whatever.  He  con- 
sulted a  medical  man,  who  tried  electricity,  but  without  any  good  effect, 
and,  after  passing  two  or  three  months  without  treatment,  he  came  to  me, 
and  I  was  enabled  to  make  a  diagnosis  almost  immediately.  Both  hands 
were  strongly  flexed,  and  the  muscles  were  greatly  atrophied.  The  index 
finger  of  the  left  hand  alone  escaped  contraction.  There  Avas  some  rigid 
contraction  of  the  foreanns,  while  the  arm  was  can'ied  upwards  and  for- 
wards by  the  muscles  of  the  shoulder  and  thorax,  and  there  was  no  move- 
ment at  the  elbow  or  wrist.  Fibrillaiy  contractions  were  observable  in 
the  triceps,  pectoralis  major,  and  biceps.  When  I  endeavored  to  straighten 
the  arm  he  suffered  great  pain,  and  begged  me  to  desist.  There  seemed 
to  be  no  involvement  of  the  lower  extremities,  and  the  patient  walked 
without  embarrassment. 

Seeligmuller'^  saw  several  curious  cases,  which  were  not  only  valuable  as 
instances  of  heredity,  but  which  illustrated  the  course  of  the  disease.' 

The  cases  came  under  the  observation  of  Seeligmuller  in  January,  1876. 
The  family  history,  which  was  carefully  inquired  into,  was  remarkably 
good,  with  one  significant  exception — that  the  parents  Avere  first  cousins. 
There  was  no  evidence  of  syphilis.  Seven  chikb-en — six  girls  and  one 
boy — were  the  result  of  the  marriage.    Of  these,  the  eldest,  aged  eleven. 


'  There  is  never  cutaneous  anajsthesia,  the  bladder  and  rectum  arc  never 
aflected,  and  there  is  no  tendency  to  bedsores  (Charcot). 
2  Deutsche  Med icinischc  Woch.,  April  22  aud  29,  1876. 
"  London  Medical  Record,  June  15,  1S7C. 
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was  quite  healtliy;  the  second,  aged  ten,  was  in  an  advanced  stage  of  the 
disease;  the  third  was,  if  anytliing,  worse  still,  but  was  not  seen;  the 
iburth,  a  hoy,  a-a'd  six  years  and  nine  months,  was  in  the  middle  stage; 
the  Hfth  and  sixUi  were  healthy;  and  the  seventh,  aged  one  year  and  nine 
months,  was  in  the  first  stages  of  the  affection.  The  disease  began  m  a 
similar  way  in  all.  Strong  and  healthy  when  born,  they  continued  so  up 
to  the  age  of  about  nine  months,  when  a  change  took  place.  Able;  pre- 
viously to  sit  up  without  trouble,  they  began  to  lose  this  power,  and  woidd 
fall  to  one  or  other  side ;  later,  the  head  and  chest  sank  forward.  At  the 
age  of  two  years  attempts  were  made  to  teach  them  to  walk,  but  their 
efforts  resembled  those  of  an  iiiAwt  six  months  old.  This  was  exemplified 
in  the  youagest  patient,  who,  when  supported  under  the  armpits,  made 
jumping  movements,  the  legs  being  raised  from  the  ground  simultaneously. 
Subsequently  the  children  learned  to  support  themselves  with  difficulty 
against  a  chair,  but  even  this  power  was  lost  again.  The  boy  had  lately 
been  rapidly  losing  ground  in  this  respect;  he  could  still,  however,  drag 
himself  about  in  bed,  and,  by  means  of  a  specially  constructed  chair  on 
wheels,  could  walk.  The  two  eldest  children,  when  supported  in  the 
upright  position,  could  not  pnt  one  foot  before  the  other;  even  when  lying 
down,  they  were  unable  to  move,  the  upper  extremities  being  useless  as 
supports.  The  youngest  girl  could  sit  for  a  short  time  on  tlic  table,  but 
cried  all  the  time,  and  soon  fell  to  one  side ;  she  sat  with  her  head  and 
chest  inclined  forwards,  the  spine  equally  curved,  and  the  thighs  greatly 
abducted ;  when  on  the  lap,  however,  she  could  move  her  arms  and  legs  in 
all  directions. 

Contractions  at  the  joints  were  present  in  a  high  degree  in  the  three 
eldest.  In  the  eldest  girl  the  hands  were  adducted  and  pronated ;  pain 
was  produced  by  attempts  at  passive  supination,  and  the  hand,  Avhen  re- 
leased, jerked  back  to  its  old  position.  The  fingers  were  rolled  in  towards 
the  palm,  but  she  could  still  extend  them,  thougli  very  gradually  and  with 
great  difficulty.  The  grasp  was  still  perceptible;  the  right  better  than 
the  left.  The  elbows  were  slightly  bent,  and  nearly  fixed.  The  knees 
were  half  flexed,  but  could,  with  great  force,  be  moderately  extended  or 
flexed  still  more,  though  on  leaving  them  they  sprang  back  with  a  jerk. 
The  feet  were  in  the  position  of  advanced  equino-varus ;  the  tendines 
Achillis  were  perfectly  rigid.  All  attempts  at  passive  movement  produced 
considerable  pain.  The  boy  was  put  under  the  complete  influence  of 
chloroform,  and  the  rigidity  of  the  joints  then  so  increased  that  the  Avhole 
body  could  be  raised  from  one  leg  and  held  out  like  a  piece  of  wood.  The 
youngest  girl  had  so  far  no  contractions. 

Atrophy  of  the  muscles  was  marked  in  the  two  eldest  under  observation. 
With  the  exception  of  those  of  the  face,  it  was  evenly  spread  over  the 
whole  system.  The  wasting  in  the  case  of  the  girl  was  considerable,  so 
that  the  head  seemed  too  large  for  the  attenuated  neck,  and  was  moreover 
unsteady.  The  parents  were  confident  that  in  all  three  the  Avasting  was 
not  visible  for  some  time  after  the  loss  of  power  showed  itself. 

In  the  eldest  child  the  reaction  of  the  tibial  and  peroneal  nerves  was 
normal  with  botli  currents ;  but  the  irritability  of  the  muscles  was  decidedly 
lowered  everywhere.  Of  those  on  the  back  of  the  forearm,  the  supinator 
longus  alone  responded  promptly.  In  the  youngest  girl,  faradic  excita- 
bility of  both  nerves  and  muscles  was  perceptibly  lowered  in  all  extremi- 
ties, but  especially  in  the  left  lower.  Galvanic  excitability  was  lowered 
in  the  same  way,  and  in  the  tibial  ncn-ves  was  almost  nil.    Ordinary  reflex 
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irritability  not  increiiscd.  'J'lnit  of  tlic  tciidoiiK,  however,  was  present  in 
a  liigii  degree  in  all.  Fibrillaiy  eontractionn  were  markedly  present  in 
the  eldest  girl,  and  could  be  produced  by  simply  blowing  on  the  skin. 
Sensibility  was  normal  in  all. 

Of  the  symptoms  noticed  by  the  parents,  that  which  made  its  appear- 
ance last  was  the  gradual  loss  of  the  power  of  speech.  Thus,  in  the  two 
eldest  girls,  this  was  tolerable  until  their  sixth  year,  when  it  became  less 
and  less  distinct,  initil  finally  only  inarticulate  nasal  noises  could  be  made. 
In  the  girl,  the  lii)s,  soft  palate,  and  uvula  were  all  paralyzed,  and  the 
tongue  lay  in  the  mouth  like  a  ma,ss  of  dead  flesh;  its  tip  could  be  ad- 
vanced only  as  far  iis  the  teeth.  In  the  boy  the  same  symptoms  were 
present,  but  in  a  somewhat  less  degree.  The  youngest  child  could  say  a 
few  words,  but  these  had  a  slightly  nasal  tone.  Swallowing  in  the  two 
eldest  girls  was  diflicult;  in  the  boy,  tolerable.  The  form  of  tlie  skull  was 
unusual  in  all,  but  especially  so  in  the  eldest.  It  was  very  broad  between 
the  parietal  eminences,  and  very  undeveloped  in  the  frontal  region.  The 
forehead  was  low,  and  the  head  appeared  altogether  too  small  for  the  face. 
In  the  eldest  girl  the  features  were  coarse ;  the  expression  was  vacant, 
but  usually  amiable;  the  pupils  were  much  dilated;  the  saliva  flowed  con- 
tinuously out  of  the  half-opened  mouth ;  and,  indeed,  her  general  appear- 
ance was  that  of  an  idiot;  though,  in  point  of  fact,  tlie  intellect  was  veiy 
fairly  developed.  The  faradic  excitability  of  the  faciid  muscles  was  de- 
cidedly increased ;  the  galvanic  was  normal. 

Causes  No  definite  causes  are  known,  though  exposure  is  believed 

to  have  much  to  do  with  its  origin,  and  Charcot's  and  Ilammond's  cases  are 
thus  accounted  for  ;  but  we  may  also  consider  that  dissipation  and  hereditary 
influences  play  an  important  part  in  the  etiology  of  the  affection.  It  is  a 
disease  which  rarely  occurs  before  adult  life,  as  far  as  we  are  enabled  to 
judge  from  the  limited  number  of  cases  which  have  been  reported. 


JFig.  43. 


A.  Antero-lateral  sclerosis.    B.  Posterior  spinal  sclerosis.    (After  Charcot.) 


Morbid  Anatomy. — To  Charcot  belongs  the  credit  of  having  made  the 
distinction  between  progressive  muscular  atrophy  and  lateral  amyotrophic 
sclerosis.  Previous  to  1867,  these  were  considered  to  be  cases  of  progres- 
sive atrophy,  which  were  anomalous  in  the  fact  that  the  lateral  columns 
were  affected.  Jaccoud'  considers  the  sclerosis  as  circumscribed  or  diffused 


'  Op.  cit.,  p.  319. 
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Like  sclerosis  in  other  regions,  tlie  tissue-changes  may  be  observed  witii 
tlie  naked  eye,  either  inviiding  the  wliite  or  tlie  gray  matter  separately,  or 
more  often  together.  In  this  case  the  lesions  are  of  ancient  date.  Tlie 
connective  tissue  is  firm  and  shrunken,  and  the  color  of  tlie  hardened  spot 
is  gray  or  ])inkisli-gray.  Tiie  meninges  may  be  adherent  to  tiie  cord  if 
the  sclerosis  be  circumferential,  but  it  is  more  common  in  uncomplicated 
sclerosis  to  find  no  such  change.  The  microscopical  appearances  are  like 
those  seen  in  locomotor  ataxia,  as  the  cliaracter  of  the  lesion  is  identical, 
the  only  point  of  diiference  being  the  location  of  the  tissue-change.  Qir- 
(nimscribed  sclerosis  is  more  rare  than  the  diffused  variety,  and  few  cases 
have  been  observed.  Of  examples  referred  to  by  Jaccoud,  in  one  the 
lesion  was  confined  to  the  lumbar  enlargement,  and  invaded  the  entire 
anterior  columns  and  a  part  of  the  lateral  columns ;  and  in  another,  in 
which  the  autopsy  was  made  by  Frommann,^  "  the  sclerosis  occupied  the 
lumbar  segment  and  the  inferior  portion  of  the  dorsal  region.  It  involved 
in  different  degrees  all  the  white  matter,  and  the  gray  was  not  affected 
except  in  the  gelatinous  substance  and  in  the  parts  of  the  posterior  cor- 
nua  which  bounded  the  lateral  column."  The  sclerosis  has  involved  the 
entire  antero-lateral  columns,  the  anterior  columns  alone,  or  the  lateral  and 
the  lateral  and  posterior  conjointly.  In  diffused  sclerosis,  nodules  are  found 
in  various  parts  of  the  brain  and  cord,  but  the  predominance  of  the  sclerosis 
in  the  antero-lateral  column  gives  prominence  to  the  symptoms  which  I 
have  described. 

Diagnosis — It  is  possible  that  this  disease  may  be  confounded  with 
either  progressive  muscular  atrophy,  lateral  sclerosis,  or  spinal  para- 
lysis. In  the  first  we  find  a  train  of  symptoms  consisting  of  neuralgic 
pains,  atrophy  of  single  muscles  or  groups,  and  involvement  of  other 
muscles  progressively,  and  secondary  paralysis.  There  are  besides  no 
spasmodic  contractions.  In  lateral  sclerosis  there  is  no  atrophy  beyond 
that  resulting  from  inaction.  In  the  disease  known  as  spinal  paralysis 
the  lower  extremities  are  generally  affected  first,  and  reflex  excitability 
and  electric  irritability  are  diminished,  which  is  not  the  case  in  the  disease 
which  has  just  been  described. 

Prognosis  Hopeless. 

Treatment — I  think  it  may  be  said  that  no  treatment  offers  any 
chance  of  success,  though  in  the  early  stages  Duchenne  claims  to  have  cured 
several  cases  by  means  of  faradization,  massage,  and  other  forms  of  local 
treatment. 

LATERAL  SCLEROSIS  OF  THE  SPINAL  CORD. 

Synonym — Primary  symmetrical  lateral  sclerosis. 

Symptoms — Paralysis  of  an  incomplete  character  without  atropliy, 
and  with  subsequent  contractures,  is  the  marked  feature  of  the  malady. 
Like  most  other  diseases  of  this  nature,  a  loss  of  power  is  complained  of 


'  Anatomic  des  Riickenmurks,  Jenn,  18G4. 
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in  the  bo<)inning.  Tlie  patient  is  easily  fatigued,  and  it  becomes  disagree- 
able I'or  him  to  take  the  least  exercise  whatever,  on  account  of  the  wearied 
feeling  of  the  muscles  of  the  leg  and  thigh  which  results.  The  hamstring 
nuiscdes  tire  the  soonest,  and  it  fatigues  him  excessively  to  remain  for  any 
length  of  time  in  the  erect  position.  The  knees  after  a  while  become 
bent,  and  the  lower  extremities  may  grow  rigid,  while  the  tendines 
Achillis  may  perhaps  be  contracted  so  that  there  may  be  a  species  of 
talipes.  Contractures  of  the  adductors  may  take  place  to  such  a  degree 
that  the  thiglis  are  drawn  across  each  other  so  that  locomotion  after  a 
while  is  impossible.  Hammond  has  reported  a  case  of  this  kind.  The 
■walk  of  the  patient  is  decidedly  peculiar,  as  he  is  unable  to  lift  his  feet 
from  the  ground  to  any  extent,  and  he  consequently  stumbles  and  finds 
great  difficulty  in  progression.  Hammond  thus  describes  the  gait :  "  Owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  patient's  extensor  muscles  are  weak,  he  is  unable  to 
lift  the  feet  high  enough  to  cause  them  to  clear  the  ground,  and  hence  lie 
throws  them  out  by  means  of  the  adductor  muscles  of  the  thigli,  and  thus 
causes  them  to  describe  an  arc  of  a  circle.  Then  in  putting  tliem  down 
the  heel  strikes  the  ground  a  longer  time  before  the  sole  than  it  does  in 
the  natural  gait,  and  hence  the  foot  comes  down  with  a  jerking  motion. 
This  is  the  ordinary  manner  of  walking  practised  by  a  person  afflicted 
with  the  disease  under  notice.  In  another  form  of  locomotion  the  body  is 
moved  laterally  on  the  thighs,  first  to  one  side  and  then  to  the  other,  in 
such  a  Avay  as  to  cause  the  feet  to  be  raised  high  enough  without  the  com- 
plete action  of  the  extensor  muscles.  The  gait  is  therefore  similar  to  that 
of  a  duck,  or  of  a  woman  with  a  very  wide  pelvis.  The  motion  of  the 
body  is  almost  serpentine,  and  the  feet  glide  over  the  ground  barely  lifted 
high  enough  to  avoid  contact."^  Sensibility  is  rarely  aflTected,  and  reflex 
excitability  is  as  much  exaggerated  as  it  is  in  other  forms  of  sclerosis,  for 
instance  in  locomotor  ataxia.  The  disease  runs  its  course  in  ten  or  fifteen 
years,  and  death  is  the  ordinary  result,  though  several  cases  have  been 
reported  as  cured. 

Morbid  Anatomy  The  limitation  of  the  sclerosis  to  the  lateral 

columns  is  nearly  always  well  defined.    The  sclerosis  is  symmetrical,  and 


Fig.  44. 


A,  A. — Lateral  sclerosed  pfttches.  (Charcot.) 

confined  to  the  white  matter,  bounded  in  front  by  the  external  angles 
of  the  anterior  horns,  and  behind  by  the  anterior  border  of  the  posterior 
horns.  It  may  extend  centrifugally  to  the  circumference  of  the  cord,  but 
is  more  often,  according  to  Charcot,  shut  off  by  a  tract  of  Avhite  matter. 


'  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System,  p.  569. 
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Diagnosis.— Locomotor  ataxiii,  lateral  amyotrophic  sclerosis,  and 
spinal  meningitis  may  be  said  to  be  the  disorders  with  which  it  may  pos- 
sibly be  confounded.  The  presence  of  contractures  enables  us  to  dispose 
of  the  first  affection,  and  the  absence  of  atrophy  and  bull)ar  symptoms  the 
second.  Occasionally  the  diagnosis  will  be  more  difficult,  and  this  is 
when  chronic  spinal  meningitis  exists  alone,  or  when  the  lateral  sclerosis 
is  found  to  be  a  result  of  such  meningitis,  as  sometimes  happens. 

Treatment  Hammond  recommends  large  doses  of  ergot  in  the 

early  stages.  I  see  no  reason  why  the  same  remedies  spoken  of  in  the 
treatment  of  locomotor  ataxia  should  not  be  administered.  Conium  sug- 
gests itself  as  a  physiological  remedy  for  the  relief  of  the  spasmodic  con- 
tractions, but,  not  having  used  it,  I  am  unable  to  attest  its  value. 


TETANUS. 

Synonyms  Rigor  nervosus;  Mai  de  cerf;  Tetanos  (Fr.);  Locked 

jaw. 

Definition  Tetanus  is  an  aifection  characterized  by  tonic  spasms  of 

a  great  number  of  muscles,  particularly  those  of  the  jaw,  neck,  back,  and 
lower  extremities.  It  is  never  attended  by  loss  of  consciousness,  and 
nearly  always  approaches  an  unfavorable  termination.  It  is  a  disease 
which  may  be  either  idiopathic  or  traumatic,  and  is  not  confined  to  any 
age  or  sex,  as  it  may  be  a  condition  at  birth  (trismus  nascentium),  or 
occur  at  any  subsequent  time. 

Symptoms  The  more  familiar  examples  follow  traumatism,  and 

such  injuries  may  be  exceedingly  slight — the  wound  of  a  rusty  nail,  a 
needle,  or  a  blunt  instrument  being  often  likely  to  give  rise  to  the  attack ; 
or  it  may  be  of  distinctly  idiopathic  origin.  The  first  symptoms  generally 
noticed  are  a  stiffness  of  the  neck,  a  slight  soreness  of  the  throat,  and  a 
contraction  of  the  jaws  so  that  it  may  be  difficult  for  the  patient  to  open 
his  mouth.  There  may  be  general  malaise  and.  discomfort,  which  may 
last  for  several  days,  and  the  patient  is  unable  to  masticate  or  swallow  his 
food  properly,  and  consequently  eats  but  little.  He  may  think  that  he 
has  simply  caught  cold,  and  neglect  to  seek  medical  advice;  but  new 
developments  will  show  the  condition  to  be  more  serious  than  he  imagines. 

The  closure  of  the  jaw  may  become  more  complete,  and  within  the  next 
twenty-four  hours  (the  fourth  or  fifth  day  of  the  affection)  he  Avill  show 
unmistakable  signs  of  the  increasing  violence  of  the  disease.  His  face 
wears  the  peculiar  expression  which  has  been  called  the  risus  sardonicus, 
the  features  appearing  pinched  and  set,  and  the  corners  of  the  mouth  are 
drawn  upwards,  while  the  eyes  are  prominent  and  the  hair  and  eye- 
brows quite  bristling.  The  brows  are  knit,  and  tliere  is  a  characteristic 
appearance,  which,  if  once  seen,  cannot  be  mistaken,  Radcliffe  considers 
the  risus  sardonicus  quite  pathognomonic  of  tetanus.  Pain  in  the  epigas- 
trium becomes  very  severe,  and  is  not  relieved  by  medicine.  It  is  impos- 
sible sometimes  to  open  the  jaws  even  when  we  desire  to  give  food  or 
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iiiedicine,  and  it  is  sometimes  neccssiiry  to  use  quills  and  other  delicate 
tubes  for  the  purpose  of  feeding.    Spasms  of  tlie  pharyngeal  muscles  may 
also  defeat  all  attempts  of  this  kind,  for,  even  if  the  teeth  are  parted  and 
nourishment  is  inserted,  the  food  is  foi-ced  with  great  violence  through  the 
nostrils.     Other  spasms  now  mark  the  progress  of  the  disease.  The 
muscles  of  the  back  begin  to  be  convulsed,  and  finally  those  of  the 
lower  extremities,  and  as  a  consequence  m'g  observe  the  appearance  of 
opisthotonos,  which  is  an  extremely  striking  symptom,  and  much  more 
common  than  emprosthotonos,  which  may  also  take  place,  or pleurosthotonos. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  opisthotonos  is  the  result  of  a  tonic  spasm 
of  the  muscles  of  the  back,  so  that  the  patient's  body  describes  an  arc,  the 
head  and  heels  touching  the  surfece  upon  which  he  is  lying,  and  the  middle 
of  the  back  being  raised  some  distance  therefrom.    When  the  body  is  bent 
in  the  opposite  direction — forwards — the  condition  is  known  as  empros- 
thotonos; and  Avhen  the  muscles  upon  one  side  of  the  body  are  contracted 
we  designate  the  lateral  curve  produced  as  pleurosthotonos.    During  this 
tonic  convulsive  state  individual  muscles  may  be  the  seat  of  painful  spasms, 
which  are  very  agonizing.    Muscles  have  been  torn  across  and  bones 
broken  by  the  great  strain,  and  the  force  exerted  is  something  wonderful. 
The  tongue  is  rarely  affected,  and  the  hands  are  not  usually  at  any  time 
rigid  or  contracted.    The  spasms  are  easily  produced  by  slight  agen- 
cies, as  reflex  irritability  is  decidedly  exaggerated.    Jarring  the  bed, 
tickling  of  the  soles,  or  a  draught  of  air  allowed  to  blow  upon  the  surface 
will  immediately  bring  them  on.    This  convulsive  stage  lasts  until  death, 
but  when  the  end  is  approaching  becomes  less  sthenic  as  the  patient  grows 
more  and  more  exhausted.    There  may  be  an  occasional  severe  paroxysm 
before  death,  but  it  is  not  at  all  like  the  form  of  violent  convulsion  of  the 
middle  stages.    The  pnlse  throughout  the  developed  disease  is  very  rapid 
and  fluttering,  and  ranges  between  120  and  140,  and  the  respiratory  move- 
ments are  irregular  and  catching,  as  the  S])asms  affect  the  muscles  of  the 
thorax  as  well  as  others  which  are  directly  concei'ned  in  this  process. 
Dyspnoea  is  very  distressing,  and  is  expressed  between  the  seizures  by  much 
gasping  and  anxiety  of  countenance.    The  skin  is  dai'k,  and  large  rings 
about  the  eyes  are  indicative  of  collapse  while  the  face  of  the  victim  is 
haggard  and  depressed.    The  patient  perspires  quite  profusely,  and  the 
skin  is  excessively  hot;  and  a  prominent  feature  of  tetanus  is  the  mai'ked 
elevation  of  temperature,  which  rises  even  sometimes  as  high  as  110°, 
and  actually  reaches  a  higher  point  after  death.    In  a  case  observed  by 
Wunderlich'  there  was  a  marvellous  elevation  of  this  kind,  and  a  very 
tardy  fall  after  death. 


'  Ai-chiv  der  Heilkuude,  Bd.  ii.,  iii.,  and  v.  (1861-63).   Reported  by  RadcUffe. 
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Date. 


24th  July, 
25th 
26th  " 


1861 


9  A.  M.  . 
6  P.  M.  . 

9.20  r.  M. 
9.35  P.  M.,  deatli,  . 
after  death,  2' 
"        "  5' 
"        "  20' 
"        "  35' 
"        "  5.5' 
"        "  60' 
70' 
90' 
100' 
6  hours 
9  " 
12  " 
13^^  " 


1 1 
II 


1 1 
II 


Respiration. 

Pulse . 

24 
22 
20 
32 
36 

96 
82 
96 
112 
180 

Temperature 
(Fahrenlieit). 


102° 

102 

104.45 

103.55 

110.1 

112.55 

112.77 

113 

113.22 
113.55 
113.67 
113 
113 
113 
111 
106 
104 
102 
101 


55 
22 


.25 


Dr.  Joseph  Jones,  of  New  Orleans,  the  uuthor  of  one  of  the  most  able 
articles  upon  this  subject  that  has  ever  appeared,  has  made  numerous  exami- 
nations of  the  urine.  He  found  that  the  quantity  of  urine  excreted  during 
the  "active  stages  was  greatly  diminished  from  the  normal  standard,  and 
in  the  successful  cases  treated  the  amount  increased  with  subsidence  of  the 
symptoms."  lie  also  found  that  the  urea  was  increased  during  the  active 
stages,  and  the  uric  acid  was  diminished. 

The  diminution  of  the  excretion  of  urine  is  by  him  supposed  to  be 
accounted  for  by  the  small  quantity  of  fluids  taken,  and  by  the  loss  of  liquid 
in  profuse  perspiration. 

The  mind  is  perfectly  clear  throughout  the  disease,  and  the  patient  suf- 
fers great  mental  misery  as  he  fully  realizes  his  terrible  condition  ;  and 
sleep  is  nearly  always  absent,  this  being  one  of  the  most  distressing  fea- 
tures of  the  disease.  If  this  is  obtained,  even  in  brief  snatches,  the  mus- 
cles are  relaxed,  and  all  spasms  disappear  for  the  time,  but  immediately 
reappear  upon  awaking.  The  probable  cause  of  death  is  either  the 
closure  of  the  glottis,  or  exhaustion,  which  is  an  inevitable  result  of  the 
violent  muscular  action.  In  new-boi-n  children  the  disease  sometimes 
appears  between  the  first  and  fifth  days,  the  first  symptoms  noted  being 
restlessness,  trembling  of  the  lower  jaw,  and  desire  for  the  breast,  which 
the  child  leaves  almost  immediately.  At  the  end  of  twenty -four  hours,  or 
even  earlier,  the  muscles  of  the  jaw  are  felt  to  be  contracted  and  rigid, 
and  it  cannot  open  its  mouth;  there  is  a  peculiarly  aged  expression 
upon  its  face,  the  skin  of  the  forehead  being  wrinkled.  The  eyelids  are 
closed,  and  the  lips  are  compressed  over  the  teeth.  The  head  is  drawn 
back,  and  general  spasms  of  the  muscles  of  the  back  follow.  Periods  of 
remission  occur,  und  tlie  patient  is  thrown  into  a  paroxysm  by  the  most 
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triviiil  agencies.  Tlie  skin  is  very  red  and  dark,  and  after  a  series  of 
paroxysms,  wliioh  may  continue  for  several  days,  death  closes  tlie  scene. 

Causes. — Exposure  to  damp  and  cold  are  the  only  known  exciting 
causes  of  tlie  idio])atlnc  variety;  and  traumatisms  of  certain  kinds,  or 
accidents  during  [)arturition,  precede  the  other  Ibrm.  A  punctured  wound, 
which  may  be  i-eceived  from  a  nail  or  splinter,  is  much  more  likely  to 
give  rise  to  tetanus  than  an  incised  wound  ;  and  injuries  in  which  there 
is  mangling  or  crushing  of  muscular  tissue  are  frequently  concerned  in 
the  production  of  the  disease.  Railroad  injuries  are  tiierelbre  especially 
dangerous.  Tetanus  sometimes  follows  surgical  operations,  and  it  has  been 
thought  in  these  cases  to  depend  upon  partial  section  of  some  nerve-trunk. 
Dupuytren^  goes  far  enough  to  recommend  re-amputation.  It  may  be 
stated  that  in  certain  regions  there  are  apparent  endemic  inliuences  at  the 
time  of  such  predisposition,  when  any  surgical  operation  may  have  this 
termination.  This  local  influence  prevails  in  Cuba  and  other  tropical 
countries,  and  in  Long  Island  and  in  other  parts  of  the  American  sea- 
board. 

Jones  has  collected  the  statistics  of  tetanus,  and  the  following  table 
sho,ws  its  prevalence  in  hot  climates : — 


Place. 

Period. 

Total  deaths. 

Deaths  from, 
tetanus. 

Proportion. 

London 

1850-3-4 

224,515 

73 

1  in  3075 

Ireland 

1831-1851 

1,187,374 

238 

1  in  4987 

New  York 

1819-1834 

83,783 

112 

1  in  748 

Bombay  . 

1851-1853 

42,651 

912 

1  in  46 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Charles  Findlay,  of  Havana,  Cuba,  for  the 
following  concise  table,  which  shows  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  that 
island : — 


'  LeQons  Orales,  tome  ii.  pp.  599-612. 


TETANUS. 


299 


1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

Average. 

CO 

-.J 

"3 
-a 
•< 

CO 
13 

a 
t-i 

CO 

"3 

<) 

CO 

-.J 

a 
<S 
a 
1— ( 

CO 

"3 

CO 

<^ 

a 

c2 
d 
1— 1 

CO 

-♦J 

"3 
<1 

CO 

a 

M 

CO 

"3 

rs 

i 

a 
.5 

0 

1— I 

■3 
-a 
«^ 

CO 

d 

"a 

Jiuiuaiy, 

Febniary, 

March, 
April, 

]\lay, 
iT  11 11 0  J 

O  111}  , 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

4 
5 
G 

n 
u 

Q 
t) 

2 

4 
3 
3 
1 
6 
2 

47 
29 
24 

-U 

24 

25 
35 
28 
42 
45 
36 

4 
1 

3 

0 
1 

J. 

3 

5 
5 
1 
6 
4 
4 

39 
30 
28 

—  y 
33 

20 
33 
29 
32 
42 
23 

3 

3 

4 
0 

Q 
o 

2 

4 
5 
3 
3 
4 
4 

34 

18 

31 
24 

36 

31 
45 
41 

11 
31 

4 

4 

5 
4 

5 

3 
5 
3 
1 
3 
5 

33 

30 

24 
18 

30 
29 

36 
38 
42 
43 
37 
28 

G 

4 

4 
5 

3 
5 

3 
2 
6 
4 
6 
7 

17 

30 

29 
26 

35 
39 

35 
46 
33 
37 
41 
40 

4.2 

3.4 

4.4 
4.0 

3.0 
3.4 

o  o 

3.8 
4.0 
3.2 
3.0 
4.6 
4.3 

34.0 

27.4 

27.2 
24.8 

30.8 
32.2 

.29.4 

37.4 
34.6 
38.0 
38.8 
31.6 

Pop.  of  Havana, 

250,000. 
Births  per  annum, 

5000. 

Deaths  by  tetanus  in. 
Adults  =  0.192  a  year 
per  1 000  inhabitants. 

Deaths  of  infantile 

tetanus. 
7^  per  hundred  births. 

12  months. 

45 

388 

42 

3G8 

38 

389 

47 

388 

55 

408 

48.4 

382.2 

Yearly  average. 

4.0 

31.8 

Monthly  average. 

Long  Island,  it  seems,  has  gained  an  unenviable  notoriety  as  a  place 
where  tetanus  is  exceedingly  common ;  but  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is 
much  exaggeration  in  the  reports  which,  as  a  rule,  come  to  us  in  the 
newspapers,  and  which  are  nearly  always  sensational.  During  the  past 
year  I  have  devoted  some  time  to  the  investigation  of  the  subject,  have 
written  to  several  well-known  physicians  of  eastern  Long  Island,  and 
have  received  two  or  three  letters  in  reply. 

Dr.  Stilwell,  an  old  settler  of  Sag  Harbor,  whose  opportunities  for 
research  have  been  quite  extensive,  Avrites  as  follows  :  "About  20  years 
ago  I  came  to  this  place  to  practise,  and  learning  the  fact  of  the  preva- 
lence of  tetanus,  or  its  liability  from  certain  accidents,  I  attempted  an  in- 
vestigation, but  failed  of  any  success  or  satisfaction.  Several  supposed 
cases  having  recovered  naturally  brought  many  cases  under  my  observation, 
but  most  of  them  died.  Several  did  not,  and  from  my  after-remarks  here 
you  will  perceive  the  reason.  I  have  never  known  the  disease  to  exist  as 
an  epidemic,  but  it  is  apt,  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  to  follow  wounds. 
Hot  and  damp  weather,  with  cool  evenings,  is  its  favorite  season."  The 
Doctor  has  known  but  two  instances  of  recovery  from  traumatic  tetanus. 

When  a  patient  has  recovered  from  tetanus  it  has  been  by  a  very  slow 
process,  the  period  between  the  spasms  lengthening  until  they  finally  dis- 
appeared. Under  favorable  circumstances  this  required  several  weeks. 
"  I  have  known  fatal  cases  of  idiopathic  tetanus  in  July  and  August  caused 
by  fatigue  and  overheating,  and  sitting  down  to  cool  off  in  the  ocean 
breezes.    Farmers  have  often  informed  mo  that  tUo  white  frost  on  grass 
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would  give  cattle  lockjiuv.  I  Imve  known  u  horse  driven  to  fiitigue  turned 
out  to  pasture  in  a  cool  niglit  wlien  white  frost  formed  upon  tlie  grass,  and 
die  with  tetanus.  I  have  known  liorses,  in  the  heat  of  summer  driven  seven 
miles  to  the  seashore  and  tliere  cooled  off  in  the  ocean  breezes,  die  of  the 
same  disease.  The  multiidicity  of  cases  occur  in  summer  and  in  the  heated 
term  with  cool  niglits.  A  farmer  bruised  his  tiujmb-nail  and  pulled  tur- 
nips in  a  frosted  Held  ;  he  died  of  tetanus."  The  other  letters  I  have  received 
are  in  substance  very  much  like  tliat  of  Dr.  Stilwell,  and  none  of  them 
suggest  tiiat  tiie  disease  is  as  frequent  as  it  is  generally  supposed  to  be. 
Dr.  Benjamin,  of  Riverhead,  says  :  "  I  have  practised  thirty  years  in  this 
village,  have  an  average  of  about  one  ease  each  year  (otliers  claim  twice 
that  number),  and  should  think  the  otiier  physicians  in  the  Assembly  Dis- 
trict would  average  about  the  same ;  if  so,  it  would  make  nineteen  cases 
each  year  with  a  population  of  19,000.  My  opinion  is  that  there  has  been 
no  marked  change  in  the  past  forty  years  as  to  its  frequency  or  fatality. 
A  very  large  proportion  of  our  cases  prove  fatal  in  from  one  to  tliree 
days.  Of  trismus  nascentium  I  have  had  six  cases  during  the  past  thirty 
years,  all  of  which  were  fatal."  The  information  that  I  have  derived 
from  popular  sources  is,  however,  somewhat  contradictory.  I  learn  that 
about  Good  Ground,  which  is  nearly  twenty  miles  west  of  Sag  Harbor, 
there  are  times  when  traumatic  tetanus  is  very  common ;  and  it  is  not  safe 
for  any  person  who  has  received  even  the  most  trivial  injury  to  remain  in 
the  neighborhood. 

Capt.  Foster  and  Capt.  Joseph  Penny,  of  Ponquogue,  which  is  upon  the 
sea-coast,  state  that  they  have  known  of  tetanus,  which  was  very  common 
at  certain  seasons ;  several  of  their  friends  have  died,  and  others  have 
moved  temporarily  from  the  place  as  soon  as  injured.  It  was  not  uncom- 
mon for  women  about  to  be  confined  to  leave  the  locality ;  and  cases  ot 
trismus  neonatorum  were  of  quite  frequent  occurrence.  One  man  whose 
foot  had  been  crushed  by  a  horse  died  in  a  few  days. 

From  Mr.  Wells,  of  Quogue,  I  ascertained  that  the  disease  is  con- 
fined almost  entirely  to  the  district  extending  from  Moriches  to  East 
Hampton,  and  that  at  the  extreme  easterly  end  of  the  Island  (Mon- 
tauk  Point)  no  case  has  been  known  to  occur.  So  perfect  is  the  immu- 
nity at  this  place,  that  colts  are  taken  there  to  be  castrated  and  not 
removed  until  the  wound  is  healed.  The  disease  is  more  common  during 
the  fall  than  at  any  other  season.  Mr.  Wells  has  known  of  from  twenty 
to  twenty -five  cases,  mostly  men  and  boys,  in  a  district  forty  miles  long, 
during  the  past  five  years.  In  this  region  castrated  colts  generally  die 
soon  after  the  operation.  In  one  case,  of  which  my  informant  knew,  a 
man  was  shooting  ducks  in  a  battery ;  his  shot-gun  accidentally  went  off, 
the  charge  removing  about  one-half  of  the  great  toe.  The  wound  was  not 
especially  painful,  but  at  the  end  of  eight  days  convulsions  began,  and  he 
died  in  thirty-six  hours. 

Mr.  White,  of  South  Hampton,  scratched  his  thumb  with  a  brier  in  the 
field,  and  afterwards  died,    Mr,  Hand,  of  Canoe  Place,  died  after  a  slight 
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injury  to  the  ankle.  IMr.  AYells  also  told  me  that  several  cases  followed 
woiuids  received  in  the  field  where  a  form  of  shellfish  known  as  the  "horse 
shoe"  (king  crah)  is  used  for  manure.  By  the  fall  these  craw-fish  have 
undergone  advanced  decomposition,  and  tlieir  loTig  spines,  which  project 
in  any  direction,  are  very  apt  to  wound  tlie  bare-footed  field  hand.  Tliese 
statements  are  entitled  to  some  credence,  for  the  Doctor  was  very  often 
not  called  in.  At  the  eastern  end  of  the  island  several  cases  of  fatal  teta- 
nus within  a  very  short  time  occurred  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  Trudeau,  then 
of  Little  Neck.  Along  the  Atlantic  sea-board  I  am  told  that  this  disease 
is  by  no  means  uncommon,  and  that  on  the  Southern  sea-coast  it  is  much 
more  frequently  met  with  than  in  higher  latitudes.  In  a  very  interesting 
communication  from  Dr.  Findlay,  of  Havana,  he  mentions  a  case  in  which 
the  application  of  a  blister  in  a  case  of  pleurisy  was  followed  by  fatal 
tetanus.  The  accompanying  map  will  enable  the  reader  to  perceive  the 
geographical  distribution  of  endemic  tetanus  on  Long  Island,  the  dark  spots 
showing  the  limit  of  the  region,  and  the  points  where  it  prevails  to  the 
greatest  extent. 


Fig.  45. 


Map  OF  Suffolk  County,  L0N8  rsLANn.—l.  Manor.  2.  Riverhead.  3.  Sag  Harlior.  4.  East 
Hampton,  o.  South  Hampton.  6.  PouquoMuc  aud  Good  Ground.  7.  Quogue.  S.  West  Hampton. 
9.  East  Moriches.  10.  Centre  Moriches.  11.  Seatuck.  12.  Greeuport.  l.S.  Montauli  Point.  14. 
Bridge  Hampton.    Darkest  spots  indicate  points  of  greatest  prevalence. 

Cold  climates  have  something  to  do  with  the  production  of  tetanus,  as 
we  would  infer  from  Dr.  Kane's  statement  that  intense  cold  produced  "an 
anomalous  spasmodic  afl^ection  allied  to  tetanus,"  which  affected  most  of  his 
party,  destroyed  two  men,  and  killed  all  his  dogs.  Trismus  neonatorum 
IS  supposed  by  Vogel^  to  depend  upon  the  formation  of  the  cicatrix  when 
the  cord  is  roughly  handled,  and  there  is  probably  pressure  of  some  nerve 
by  the  contraction  of  the  cicatrix. 


'  Diseases  of  Children,  p.  65.    Translation  by  Raphael,  N.  Y.,  1870. 
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Frost-bito  may  soinetimes  give  rise  to  tetanus,  and  the  following  cases 
are  examples  of  this  kind : — 

They  occurred  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Betliune,  of  Toronto.  Tiie  first 
was  that  of  a  farmer  who  was  exposed  to  intense  cold  for  about  tliree 
hours  wliile  driving.  His  feet  and  fingers  became  severely  frost-bitten 
\vitIiout  iiis  becoming  aware  of  the  lact  until  he  arrived  home.  On  admis- 
sion to  the  Toronto  General  Hospital,  four  days  later,  the  toes  and  the 
greater  part  of  both  feet  were  found  in  a  condition  of  moist  gangrene. 

The  fingers  and  parts  of  both  hands  on  tiie  dorsal  surface  were  black 
and  dry.  Four  days  after  admission  he  was  seized  with  tetanic  symptoms, 
wliich  rapidly  developed.  Chloral  hydrate  in  thirty-grain  doses,  with 
extract  of  Calabar  bean  in  onc-fourtli-grain  hypodermic  doses,  until  five 
grains  had  been  given,  failed  to  combat  the  disease,  and  the  patient  died 
in  thirty  hours  after  the  accession  of  the  attack. 

^  The  second  case  was  that  of  a  man  who,  having  lain  out  in  a  barn  all 
night,  had  both  feet  severely  frost-bitten,  subsequently  becoming  partially 
gangrenous.  In  this  case  trismus  set  in  nine  days  after  exposure,  and 
soon  developed  into  well-marked  tetanus,  to  which  the  patient  succumbed 
in  about  thirty  hours.' 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology  The  older  writers  have 

written  a  great  deal  in  regard  to  the  morbid  anatomy  oi'  tetanus,  but  the 
collected  facts  throw  no  light  upon  the  pathology,  and  are  to  a  great  degree 
valueless. 

Lockhart  Clarke'  in  1865  found  in  six  cases  that  there  was  degeneration 
of  the  gray  substance  of  the  cord.  "  The  first  case  was  reported  at  some 
length,  and  the  lesion  was  found  more  or  less  from  the  origin  of  the  second 
cervical  nerves  to  the  lumbar  enlargement.  At  the  second  cervical  nerve, 
streaks  and  irregular  areas  of  disintegration  were  observed  in  different 
parts  of  the  gray  substance,  and  particularly  around  the  central  canal,  on 
the  right  side  of  which  was  a  space  of  considerable  size  containing  a  finely 
granular  fluid,  with  the  debris  of  bloodvessels  and  nerves.  The  posterior 
and  lateral  Avhite  columns,  especially  along  the  edge  of  the  various  fissures 
which  transmit  bloodvessels,  were  damaged  in  a  similar  way,  and  in  some 
sections  the  deeper  portions  of  the  posterior  columns  which  rest  upon  the 
transverse  commissure  were  softened  to  a  considerable  degree.  This  dis- 
integration was  still  more  marked  in  the  cervical  enlargement,  chiefly  be- 
hind and  at  the  sides  of  the  canal.  The  posterior  commissure  was  wholly 
and  the  anterior  partially  destroyed  by  a  fluid  transparent  and  granular 
area.  Throughout  the  cervical  enlargement  similar  lesions  were  dis- 
covered, vai'ying  from  a  state  of  softening  to  one  of  complete  solution,  and 
diminishing  at  intervals  or  almost  disappearing,  to  return  shortly  in  the 
same  form.  At  the  upper  part  of  the  dorsal  region  the  shape  of  the  cord 
was  much  altered,  and  extensive  lesions  of  the  same  kind  were  everywhere 
seen.  In  both  lateral  halves  of  tiie  gray  substance,  the  left  lateral  col- 
umns, the  right  antero-lateral  column,  the  superficial  portion  of  the  ante- 


'  London  Lancet,  March,  1875. 

2  Med.-Chir.  Trans.,  1848  and  1865,  and  Med.  Times  and  Gazette,  18C5. 
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rior  colamiis,  and  in  the  posterior  columns,  similar  appearances  were 
found.  Below  this  point  there  was  less  disease  as  far  as  the  fourth  dorsal 
vertebra.  Here,  in  addition  to  the  areas  of  disintegration,  large  extrava- 
sations of  blood  were  found  along  tlie  whole  lateral  part  of  the  gray  sub- 
stance on  both  sides  of  some  sections,  in  one  side  only  of  others;  while  the 
lumbar  region  manifested  the  same  lesions  as  the  cervical." 

Dr.  James  Tyson^  has  detailed  two  cases  in  which  softening  of  the  pos- 
terior columns  occurred.  In  one  of  these  there  was  extravasation  of  blood 
in  the  posterior  columns,  and  to  some  extent  from  the  vessels  of  the  pia 
mater.  The  central  gray  commissure  was  destroyed.  In  the  other  case 
no  extravasation  was  found  in  the  posterior  columns,  but  there  was  venous 
congestion  of  the  dura  mater.  I  was  presented  by  Prof.  L.  McLane 
Tiftixny,  of  Baltimore,  witli  a  piece  of  the  cord  of  one  of  his  patients  who 
had  died  with  tetanus  folloAving  a  severe  burn.  The  pia  mater  was  greatly 
thickened,  and  the  small  posterior  arteries  were  enlarged.  Throughout 
the  section,  which  was  viewed  at  first  with  a  low  power  objective,  1  per- 
ceived a  rather  extensive  increase  of  the  neuroglia.  The  anterior  nerve- 
roots  appeared  to  be  very  well  defined.  Throughout  the  white  and  gray 
matter  there  were  visible  numerous  round  cells  quite  translucent  and 
bright,  which  resembled  somewhat  colloid  bodies.  These  were  more 
plentiful  in  the  posterior  column.  The  vessels  of  the  gray  matter  were  all 
more  or  less  enlarged,  and  some  of  them  were  surrounded  by  spaces  which 
were  considerably  wider  than  the  diameter  of  the  vessel.  The  cells  of  the 
anterior  cornua  were  quite  disintegrated,  and  some  had  taken  an  oval  form. 
Those  that  could  be  recognized  were  found  to  have  broken  processes,  and 
many  had  granular  contents.    The  nerve-trunks  were  unaffected. 

Arlong^  and  Tripier,  Erichsen,  and  Bouillaud  found  that  the  end  of 
the  nerve  in  the  wound  was  diseased,  and  Lepelletier^  and  Froriep*  dis- 
covered in  one  case  that  the  nem'ilemma  of  the  nerves  in  the  vicinity  was 
the  seat  of  inflammatory  changes,  which  extended  from  the  periphery  to 
the  cord.  This  latter  appearance  indicates  an  exceptional  condition  of 
affairs,  and  as  for  the  nerve-change  in  the  wound,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at,  for  if  thei-e  is  any  importance  to  be  attached  to  the  cii'cumstance 
of  the  morbid  appeai-ance  of  an  injured  nerve,  it  is  certainly  inconsidera- 
ble, when  we  consider  how  frequent  must  be  such  a  pathological  condition, 
and  still  there  is  not  a  proportionate  amount  of  tetanus. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  pathology  of  tetanus  is  based  almost  entirely  upon 
the  experiments  of  physiologists,  and  we  are  left  somewhat  in  the  dark  as 
to  the  questions  :  1.  Whether  it  is  a  central  disease  resulting  from  a  mor- 
bid peripheral  in-itation  which  is  reflected  upon  the  cord.  2.  Whether  it 
is  a  central  disease  per  se,  and  the  appearances  noted  after  death  are  pri- 
mary. 3.  Whether  the  morbid  changes  are  secondary  to  the  symptoms, 
and  due  to  mechanical  causes. 

We  have  so  far  been  taught  how  general  spasm  may  be  produced. 


'  The  Practitioner,  Aug.  1877.  «  Archives  de  Physiol.,  1870. 

"  Revue  M6dicale,  iv.,  1827.  *  Neuo  Notizen,  1837. 
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MitclicU'  and  Morcliouse  cnused  in  Jinimals  very  violent  convulsions 
hy  injecting  into  the  vertebral  canal  a  half  ounce  of  fluid,  and  very  hot  or 
very  cold  water  seemed  to  aggravate  the  spasms.  Cold  a|)i)lied  to  tlie 
spine,  whetlier  produced  by  the  rhigoline  spray  or  by  ice,  gave  rise  to 
the  same  phenomena.  Cold  to  the  medulla  caused  the  animal  to  topple 
backwards. 

Upon  examination  the  vessels  were  found  to  be  intensely  congested. 
So  far,  we  are  furnished  with  the  first  link  in  our  chain.  Assumins  that 
the  spasmodic  movements  are  due  to  a  congestion  of  the  cord,  and  con- 
ceding that  pathological  anatomy  has  furnished  us  in  nearly  every  instance 
with  evidence  of  congestion  of  the  gray  matter,  we  are  to  discover  what 
is  the  factor  of  such  congestion.  It  may  depend  upon  a  reflected  im- 
pression transmitted  to  the  vaso-dilators,  or  it  may  depend  upon  local 
irritation  by  impure  blood  which  produces  secondary  hypera;mia.  In 
strychnine  poisoning,  the  symptoms  of  which  resemble  those  of  tetanus 
very  closely,  the  spasmodic  phenomena  are  undoubtedly  due  to  the  im- 
perfect oxygenation  of  the  blood  ;  consequently  the  cord  is  supplied  Avith 
blood  loaded  with  carbonic  oxide.  It  seems  to  me  very  possible  that 
the  same  condition  of  aiFairs  exists  in  tetanus  ;  that  there  may  be  direct 
irritation  of  the  nervous  matter  of  the  cord  dependent  upon  some  primary 
blood  condition. 

Fox^  very  clearly  expresses  himself  as  follows  :  "  The  abnormal  blood 
imperfectly  nourishes  the  cord.  An  imperfectly  nourished  cord  is  ipso 
facto  an  excitable,  an  impressible  cord ;  this  impressibility  renders  arterial 
spasms  abnormally  facile,  whether  the  exciting  cause  is  the  circulation  in 
the  cord  of  more  of  the  morbid  blood,  or  reflected  irritation  from  a  diseased 
nerve  at  the  periphery,  or  reflex  irritation  from  any  other  cause  and  from 
any  other  point  in  the  body,  and  if  this  arterial  contraction  goes  on  for 
any  protracted  period,  or  is  frequently  repeated,  we  may  find  various 
lesions  due  to  imperfect  blood-supply  in  addition  to  those  due  to  dimin- 
ished nutrition  from  the  original  nature  of  the  blood,  while,  as  a  sequence 
of  the  spasmodic  arterial  contractions,  we  get  hyperemia  and  perhaps 
exudation,  and  lastly  the  pressure  of  the  exudation  or  some  peculiarity 
in  its  nature  may  lead  to  some  disintegration  of  the  nervous  centres." 

This  theory  seems  to  me  to  be  tenable  for  several  reasons :  1.  Injm-ies 
of  peripheral  nerves  are  common,  and  the  cases  of  resulting  tetanus  are  out 
of  all  proportion  to  those  presenting  no  subsequent  nervous  symptoms.  2. 
Its  endemic  nature,  its  prevalence  in  certain  districts,  and  its  not  uncom- 
mon idiopathic  origin  Avhen  there  is  no  ascertained  eccentric  cause.  3. 
The  appearances  of  the  cord  are  of  a  destructive  character,  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  doubt  whether  they  are  not  more  a  result  tlian  a  cause. 

Considerable  discussion  has  taken  place  in  regard  to  the  cause  of  the 
high  elevation  of  temperature.  Verneuil  does  not  consider  it  due  either  to 
myelitis  of  the  superior  part  of  the  cord,  or  to  asphyxia  or  muscular  con- 


'  Am.  Journ.  Med.  Sciences,  1866. 
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tractions ;  but  Miiron  is  dcciilcdly  of  tlie  opinion  tliat  such  increase  in 
temi)oniturc  is  iilone  the  result  of  muscular  action.  Mason  has  experi- 
mented, and  found  that  the  temperature  of  a  tetanized  muscle  is  often 
increased  from  one  to  two  degrees. 

The  medulla  lias  been  found  in  more  than  one  instance  to  be  the  seat  of 
grave  lesions,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  trismus  and  other  evidences  of 
an  excited  state  of  cranial  nerve  innervation,  which  occur  in  the  begin- 
ning, are  indications  of  primary  disturbances  in  the  bulb. 

Diagnosis  Tlie  diseases  with  which  tetanus  may  be  confounded  are 

hydrophobia,  strydmine  poisoning,  hysteria,  and  acute  spinal  meningitis. 
In  the  lii-st  there  is  no  risus  sardonicus ;  the  convulsions  are  clonic ;  there 
is  the  noisy  hawking  and  effort  to  si)it;  the  dread  of  water,  the  delirium, 
and  finally  the  history  of  a  bite  by  a  rabid  animal,  which,  however,  is  not 
always  to  be  ascertained.  Strychnine  poisoning  is  very  easily  mistaken 
for  tetanus.  In  poisoning  by  a  large  dose  of  tlie  alkaloid  the  symptoms 
appear  rapidly,  and  death  takes  place  in  a  short  time.  The  hands 
are  clenched  and  rigid,  but  the  jaw  can  be  opened,  which  is  not  possible 
in  tetanus.  This  resemblance  between  the  two  conditions  has  been  made 
use  of  in  more  than  one  poisoning  case  as  a  ground  of  defence,  and  in  that 
of  Cooke,  who  was  poisoned  by  Palmer,  the  question  was  narrowed  down 
to  the  appearance  of  the  cord.  Cases  of  hysteria  sometimes  present  symp- 
toms which  not  rarely  counterfeit  those  of  tetanus.  The  jaw  may  be 
locked,  but  there  will  be  few  of  the  other  features.  Hysterical  patients 
are  nearly  always  seemingly  unconscious,  and  there  are  no  evidences  of 
suffering  whatever.  In  spinal  meningitis  the  muscular  rigidity  seems  to 
be  dependent,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  the  patient's  efforts  to  relieve  the 
pain  which  is  produced  by  an  uncomfortable  position.  The  locked  jaw, 
which  is  an  early  symptom  of  tetanus,  is  absent  in  acute  spinal  meningitis. 

Prognosis  Dr.  Jones^  has  collected  480  cases  of  tetanus,  213  of 

which  recovered  under  treatment,  the  mortality  being  49.2  per  cent.,  or 
one  death  in  2.02.  These  were  all  cases  of  traumatic  tetanus.  The  per- 
centage of  deatli  in  the  British  army  during  the  Crimean  War  was  91  per 
cent. ;  and  Baron  Lan-ey's  estimate  of  mortality  of  the  French  army  under 
Napoleoii  was  at  about  the  same  rate. 

In  regard  to  the  time  of  death  Dr.  Jones  found  that  of  50  cases,  in  which 
the  disease  followed  slight  injury  of  tlie  extremities,  43  proved  fatal  in  a 
short  time,  and  of  the  whole  number  of  deaths  reported  24.14  per  cent,  ran 
a  rapid  course  after  slight  injuries,  and  terminated  in  death  in  a  few  days. 
One  case  died  on  the  second  day.  Cases  are  reported  which  have  termi- 
nated fatally  in  twenty-four  hours  after  the  appearance  of  symptoms.  In 
one  case,  mentioned  by  Dazelle,  they  appeared  on  the  third  day,  and  the 
patient  died  the  same  night.  Hammond  lays  stress  upon  the  statement 
that  the  prognosis  is  governed  by  the  interval  that  elapses  between  tlie 
receipt  of  the  wound  and  the  appearance  of  the  symptoms,  and  that  the 
longer  this  interval  is  the  more  favorable  are  the  patient's  chances.  Many 


'  IMedical  and  Surgical  Memoirs,  vol.  i.,  New  Orleans,  I876. 
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writers  ngree  that  elevated  tempernturo  pluys  an  important  part  in  the 
prognosis,  and  that  any  increase  is  to  be  k)()lved  upon  witii  alarm,  Tiie 
duration  of  tlie  attack  is  to  be  taken  into  account,  and  every  day  bridged 
over  by  the  patient  after  tlie  fourtli  or  liftli  increases  his  cliances  of 
recovery.  Of  course  the  gravity  of  the  affection  depends  niucli  upon  the 
violence  of  the  paroxysms. 

Treatment — It  would  be  useless  to  discuss  tlie  merits  of  the  many 
drugs  that  liave  been  brougiit  forward  from  time  to  time.  Our  most  etli- 
cacious  remedial  agents  are  the  depresso-motors,  and  among  tliese  may  be 
mentioned  chloroform,  cidoral  hydrate,  Indian  hemp,  Calabar  bean,  and 
conium  (FF.  56,  39,  3,  4,  82,  51). 

Calabar  bean,  which  has  enjoyed  a  deserved  popularity,  has  been  made 
use  of  with  great  success  by  Eilert,  Holhouse,  Wood,  Watson,  and  a  host 
of  others.  Holhouse  in  18G4  rejjorted  two  cases,  one  of  which  was  cured 
after  iiaving  taken  3-4^  grains  of  the  extract  every  two  hours.  Ashdown  was 
not  so  successful,  and  Spencer  and  Dickenson  had  the  same  discouraging 
expei-ience.  Even  Watson  was  one  of  the  first  to  use  the  remedy,  and 
three  out  of  his  four  cases  of  tetanus  were  cured  by  the  administration  of 
ten  drops  of  the  tincture  every  hour,  and  by  a  subsequent  increase  in  the 
dose.  The  drug  may  be  given  in  full  doses,  say  from  one-quarter  to  one- 
third  of  a  grain  of  the  extract  every  two  hours. 

The  chloral  treatment  has  certainly  been  more  efficacious.  Surgeon- 
Major  Hunter'  reported  two  cases :  one  a  boy,  and  the  other  a  man  of  40. 
In  the  first  case  chloral  was  combined  with  cannabis  indica.  B.  Tr. 
cannabis  ind.  ti\^x;  potass,  bromid.  gr.  v,  every  third  morning;  and  chloral 
hydi-at.  gr.  xij,  three  times  a  day,  together  with  inhalations  of  chloroform 
as  required.  The  other  patient  took  20  grains  of  the  chloi-al  thrice 
daily.  Opium  and  chloral  in  combination  have  perhaps  been  more  effec- 
tive than  the  chloral  alone,  and  Delsal''  saved  three  cases  out  of  four  by 
this  treatment.    II.  C.  Wood  reports  9  cures  out  of  18  cases  by  chloral. 

Chloroform  has  not  proved  to  be  the  valuable  remedy  that  many  have 
supposed  it  to  be,  and  it  has  only  the  power  to  "crowd  down  the  bad 
symptoms  which  burst  forth  usually  with  additional  fury  when  the  narcosis 
subsides." 

Aconite  has  been  of  service  upon  many  occasions.  It  was  first  used  by 
Paofe*  in  a  case  of  traumatic  tetanus.  The  toxic  effects  of  the  drug  were 
produced,  and  during  tlieir  continuance  there  was  a  remission  of  symp- 
toms. The  patient  was  first  reduced  to  a  condition  bordering  on  syncope, 
and  afterwards  stimulated.  De  Morgan  and  others  cured  tetanus  with 
this  remedy,  and  its  place  in  the  therapeutics  of  the  affection  is  by  no 
means  an  inferior  one. 

The  pulse  is  markedly  lowered,  the  muscular  rigidity  relaxed,  and  a 
condition  of  akinesis  and  prostration  takes  the  place  of  the  iiritable  ner- 


'  Indian  Med.  Gaz.,  Feb.  1,  1875. 

^  Quoted  in  Practitioner,  August,  1877. 
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vous  stnte.  Curare,  nitrite  of  ninyl,  nml  belhulonna,  as  well  as  a  host  of 
remedies  of  the  same  character,  have  been  praised  from  time  to  time, 
but  jnost  of  them  arc  useless.  Chloral  hydrate,  either  in  combination 
with  aconite,  or  chloroform,  and  cold  to  the  spine,  which  may  be  ap- 
plied by  the  ether  spray  as  recommended  by  Carpenter,  I  think  is  the 
best  form  of  treatment,  and  should  be  resorted  to  as  early  as  possible.  If 
these  remedies  fail.  Calabar  bean,  curare,  or  nitrite  of  amyl  may  be  tried, 
and  conium,  which  is  a  i)Owerful  depressor  of  spinal  excitability,  may  bo 
o-iven  a  trial.    Warm  baths  have  been  recommended. 

"  Dr.  F.  Franzolini^  relates  a  case  of  tetanus  arising  from  exposure  by 
sleeping  on  the  damp  ground  after  great  fatigue  successfully  treated  by 
prolonged  warm  baths  and  the  continual  use  of  cliloral  and  moridiia.  The 
chloral  was  given  frequently  by  the  stomach,  and  the  morphia  by  subcuta- 
neous injection.  The  first  bath  was  for  six  hours,  at  a  temperature  of  40° 
C.  (104"  F.),  and  suhserpient  ones  lasted  five,  four,  three,  or  two  hours. 
This  treatment  was  carried  out  from  the  18th  to  the  30th  of  the  month; 
but  the  daily  use  of  chloral  and  morphia  was  continued  some  time  longer. 
Of  the  first  ninety  hours  of  his  disease,  the  patient  passed  forty-eight  in 
the  bath  at  40°  C.  In  twenty-nine  days  he  consumed  nearly  four  ounces 
of  chloral  hydrate,  and  about  twenty-two  grains  of  hydrochlorate  of  mor- 
phia were  injected.  Although  kept  so  long  in  a  state  of  almost  constant 
narcotism,  the  mental  powers  of  the  patient  were  in  no  way  affected." 

H.  de  Eenzi,'  of  Genoa,  has  spoken  highly  of  the  dark-room  treatment. 
His  patient  was  kept  absolutely  quiet.  He  ascribes  the  success  to  the 
belief  that  the  absorption  of  oxygen  and  elimination  of  carbonic  oxide  are 
impeded  by  darkness. 

The  other  indications  seemed  to  be  perfect  quiet,  and  during  and  after 
the  attack  ample  nourishment.  Niemeyei-'  believes  in  clysters  containing 
twenty  or  thirty  drops  of  laudanum.  He  also  recommends  chamomile  baths 
in  the  infantile  variety. 


'  The  Doctor,  Oct.  1,  1875.    Abs.  in  Pliila.  Med.  Times,  Oct.  30,  1875. 

2  Gaz.  M6d.  do  Paris,  No.  32,  1877. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

BULBAR  DISEASES, 
EPILEPSY. 

Synonyms — L'Epilepsie  (Fr.);  Fallsucht  (Ger.);  Mai  caduco(Ital.). 
Definition — This  most  familiar  ot'  all  nervous  diseases  is  cliaractei-ized 

by  loss  of  consciousness  of  variable  duration,  attended  or  unattended  by 
either  slight  muscular  spasms  or  general  convulsions. 

The  relation  of  these  two  elements,  the  psychical  and  physical,  is  not 
always  the  same,  as  in  some  forms  of  the  disease  there  is  a  momentary  loss 
of  consciousness  and  perhaps  no  appreciable  spasm,  or  the  two  may  coexist, 
there  being  protnvcted  loss  of  consciousness  and  violent  convulsions. 
There  are  sometimes  very  peculiar  combinations  of  symptoms  which  will 
receive  mention  hereafter. 

The  scope  of  this  work  does  not  permit  me  to  consider  the  history  of  the 
disease ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  its  antiquity  dates  back  to  the  days  of  Hip- 
pocrates and  Aretseus,  and  biblical  references  to  its  existence  are  common. 

Cooke^  thus  speaks  of  the  early  writings  :  "  Epilepsy  has  been  distin- 
guished by  a  great  variety  of  names  such  as  morbus  sacer,  comitialis  her- 
culens,  caducus,  etc.  Aretajus  says,  it  may  have  been  called  sacred  on 
account  of  the  magnitude  of  the  evil,  it  being  customary  to  call  what  is 
great  by  that  name  ;  or  because  it  is  to  be  cured  rather  by  the  Divine  than 
by  human  power,  or  because  persons  laboring  under  it  have  been  thought 

possessed  by  demons.^  Some  of  the  ancients  were  of 

opinion  that  epilepsy  was  denominated  the  Herculean  disease  because 
Plercules  was  subject  to  it ;  but  Galen  says  it  was  so  called  on  account  of 
its  form  or  magnitude." 

"  Epilepsy  was  denominated  morbus  comitialis,  either  because  it  fre- 
quently occurred  in  the  crowded  assemblies  of  the  Romans  called  comitia, 
in  which  the  passions  of  the  people  were  often  much  excited,  by  which  it 
might  be  occasioned,  or  because  it  was  customary  to  dissolve  the  comitia 
if  during  the  sitting  any  person  should  be  affected  by  it. 

"  The  application  of  the  term  caducus,  a  falling  sickness,  is  too  evident  to 
need  illustration." 

In  our  description  of  the  affection  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  well- 
defined  division ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  all  writers  recognize  forms  known 
as  Haut  mal  or  Epilepsia  gravior,  and  Petit  mal  or  Ejyilepsia  mitior. 
Reynolds  divides  the  latter  into  two  varieties,  viz. :  1st.  A  form  with  evi- 


'  Treatise  on  Nervous  Diseases,  Am.  ed.  1824,  p.  326. 
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dent  spasms,  and  another  without  evident  spasms.  Besides  these,  various 
irregular  forms  liave  been  included,  such  as  masked  epilepsy  and  hystero- 
epilepsy. 


THE  GRAVE  ATTACK. 

Symptoms.— Tlie  most  familiar  variety  is  known  as  Epilepsia  gravior, 
and  it  may  be  described  as  an  attack  expressed  in  four  stages :  1st.  A 
prcmonitoiy  stage ;  2d.  Stage  of  convulsion ;  3d.  vStage  of  subsidence ; 
and  4th.  A  stiige  of  stupor,  or  "  after-stage"  (Reynolds).  The  first  stage 
may  often  be  absent,  for  in  many  cases  there  is  a  sudden  dehut ;  but  if 
such  be  not  the  case,  the  patient  may  have  well  recognized  wvirnings  which 
may  be  either  psychical  (mental  or  emotional),  motorial,  sensorial,  or 
vascular,  these  latter  being  objective  indications.  Though  tliese  warnings 
are  spoken  of  by  many  patients,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  rely  upon  their 
testimony,  as  the  demoralization  dependent  upon  the  anticipation  of  the 
attfick,  or  the  short  duration  of  such  premonitory  symptoms,  is  sufficient  to 
prevent 'them  from  anatyzing  their  feelings.  It  is,  however,  piossible  in 
many  instances  to  collect  information  from  a  number  of  cases  which  shall 
be  a  basis  for  the  general  classification  of  premonitory  symptoms. 

Very  often  the  attack  will  be  immediately  preceded  by  a  vague  dread, 
or  an  undefined  fear  of  some  impending  trouble. 

In  one  of  my  cases — a  remarkably  clever  and  intelligent  young  lady — 
there  is  a  condition  of  exhilaration  of  spirits,  and  a  mental  activity  which 
lasts  for  some  houi-s.  Although  deeply  under  the  influence  of  the  bromide, 
she  will  come  out  of  her  apathetic  state  and  chat  with  her  friends  upon  all 
subjects  in  the  most  entertaining  manner.  Twitching  of  the  eyelids  or  of 
the  lower  extremities,  vertigo  with  rotatory  movement,  and  tremor  are 
examples  of  the  disorders  of  motility  which  occasionally  precede  the 
attack.  Sometimes  there  is  an  elevated  sensitiveness  of  tlie  organs  of 
special  sense. 

Hallucinations  of  heai-ing,  or  visual  hallucinations,  are  not  uncommon. 
One  of  ray  patients  has  often  seen  a  fiery  cross  ;  and  another  refers  to  a 
locomotive  with  a  glaring  headlight,  which  rushes  upon  him ;  wdiile  a 
tliird  hears  voices ;  and  in  two  cases  the  patients  say  that  they  "  smell 
smoke."  Morbid  sensations,  which  cannot  be  defined,  are  spoken  of  oc- 
casionally, and  a  vague  sense  of  weight  in  the  epigastrium,  head,  or  some 
other  part  of  the  body  is  a  frequent  precursor  of  the  attack.  Occasionally 
the  peculiar  sensations  begin  at  some  remote  part  of  the  body,  and  seem 
to  move  rapidly  towards  the  head;  such  phenomena  are  knowm  as  aurce. 
These  auree  have  been  compared  to  the  blowing  of  wind  over  tlie  surface, 
the  creeping  of  insects  upon  the  skin,  or  the  pricking  of  needles.  They 
last  but  for  a  few  seconds,  and  are  sometimes  perceived,  but  not  always. 
In  the  wards  niuler  my  cliarge  at  the  Epileptic  Hospital,  the  patients 
sometimes  have  perceived  the  aurce  in  time  to  seek  the  nurse  or  to  attract 
the  notice  of  the  other  patients.  Careful  investigation  of  twenty-nine 
cases  resulted  in  the  discovery  that  eighteen  of  them  had  a  warning  of 
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some  kind,  four  luul  none,  ami  tlu;  rest  f^avc  us  unsatisfactory  answers. 
After  a  long  process  of  condensation  of  statements,  I  find  dial  seven  liail 
an  aura  starting  from  tlie  epigastric  region,  two  complained  of  constriction 
of  the  chest,  seven  had  slight  vertigo,  and  one  liad  an  mira  starting 
from  the  extremities,  and  in  one  there  wius  trembling  of  the  right  liand. 
Headache  preceded  the  attack  in  four,  and  the  "  indescribable  feeling"  of 
the  coming  fit  was  alluded  to  by  a  numbei-.  In  one  remarkable  case  tlie 
first  intimation  of  the  attack  was  the  violent  jerking  of  the  head  to  one 
side,  and  a  species  of  vertigo.  In  another  cjuse  the  patient  muttered  in- 
coherently for  a  full  minute  before  the  actual  attack.  A  tliird  case  was 
equally  curious.  The  patient,  Aviiose  mental  condition  was  good,  would, 
without  any  apparent  reason,  attract  the  attention  of  ])ersons  al)out  liim  by 
the  repetition  of  the  syllables  "be-lub-b(;-lub,  be-lub,  lub,  lub-a-lub,  a-lub," 
pitching  his  voice  in  a  high  key,  and  gradually  lowering  the  tone  until  the 
last  part  of  his  utterance  Avas  hushed  and  low,  and  then,  after  giving  vent 
to  a  species  of  groan,  he  would  become  convulsed.  Trousseau'  calls  at- 
tention to  the  "  vascular  prodromata."  A  local  determination  ^f  blood 
may  occur  in  the  finger,  for  instance,  causing  it  to  swell,  reddening  the 
skin,  and  rendering  it  successively,  within  a  very  short  time,  red,  and  of 
a  more  or  less  deep  violet  color ;  or,  again,  the  skin  may  become  exces- 
sively pale  after  having  been  injected  for  some  time.  The  swelling  is 
real,  not  apparent ;  for  rings  previously  easy  suddenly  become  too  tight 
for  tlie  finger.  The  only  premonitory  symptom  may  sometimes  be  an 
involuntaiy  discharge  of  urine.  It  is  difficult  to  distinguish  this  accident, 
however,  and  it  is  very  liable  to  be  considered  a  part  of  the  attack,  which 
it  may  be  in  reality. 

2d  Stage  {Stage  of  Convulsion')  In  many  cases  the  first  indication  of 

the  attack  ,is  a  wild  cry,  which  startles  those  about  the  patient.  I 
have  seen  a  soldier  marching  in  procession  throw  up  his  gun  and  shriek 
so  loud  as  to  be  heard  half  a  block  away,  and  fall  to  the  pavement  in  a 
convulsion.  This  shriek  is  a  psychical  manifestation,  and  different  from 
another  form  of  cry  which  the  patient  may  utter.  This  second  variety  is 
less  noisy,  and.is  produced  by  the  forcible  expulsion  of  air  thi-ough  the  vocal 
cords  which  follows  spasm  of  the  thoracic  muscles.  It  is  more  a  species 
of  groan.  Simultaneously  there  is  loss  of  consciousness,  and  the  patient 
falls  to  the  gi-ound,  and  is  agitated  by  tonic  contraction  of  all  the  muscles 
of  the  body,  but  usually  those  of  one  side  more  than  the  other ;  so  that  his 
body  is  twisted  and  bent.  The  muscles  of  the  neck  are  strongly  con- 
tracted, while  the  face  is  generally  distorted.  The  stronger  contraction 
^f  some  muscles  than  others  draws  the  weaker  side  so  that  movements  are 
produced  which  are  not  the  result  of  clonic  contraction,  but  rather  an  evi- 
dence of  unequally  expended  forces.*  Eespiration  stops,  or  there  may  be 
a  long  expiration,  and  then  stoppage  altogether  for  a  few  seconds.  The 
pulse" is  now  rapid  and  very  small,  a  result,  probably,  of  compression  of 
the  arteries  by  muscular  masses,  and  the  heart-beats  are  strong.    At  the 
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end  of  a  few  seconds,  and  rarely  after  a  minute,  the  convulsions  become 
clonic,  the  patient  throwing  his  arms  about  violently,  or  bumping  the  back 
of  his  head  upon  the  Moor.  He  is  still  unconscious,  and  may  have  evacua- 
tions from  liis  bowels  and  bladder,  or,  as  in  some  of  the  cases  that  I  iiave 
seen,  there  may  be  an  emission  of  semen.  Reynolds  calls  attention  to  vom- 
iting, a  symptom  which  I  have  several  times  witnessed.  Tiie  respiration 
now  becomes  lahored  and  rapid,  and  there  may  be  snoring.  Froth  col- 
lects about  the  mouth,  wliieii  may  be  tinged  with  blood,  as  the  patient 
sometimes  bites  his  tongue  or  lips.  The  surface,  which  was  in  the  first 
stage  quite  pale  and  cool,  now  becomes  dusky,  and  of  a  dark  livid  color. 
The  pupils  may  remain  dilated  as  they  were  at  the  onset  of  the  attack,  or 
may  be  unequal.  From  my  note-book  I  find  that  the  following  points 
were  observed  in  the  twenty-nine  cases  previously  alluded  to.  In  twenty- 
six  the  convulsions  were  quite  general.  In  three  the  legs  were  more  con- 
vulsed than  any  other  part.  In  three  the  arms  were  especially  agitated. 
In  one  patient  tlie  movements  were  confined  to  the  left  side.  The  cry 
was  veiy  piercing  in  five  instances.  In  three  there  was  only  a  moan  or 
gurgling  expiratory  sound.  Twenty-four  of  these  patients  bit  their 
tongues.  In  twenty-three  the  pupils  were  widely  dilated.  In  two  the 
dilation  was  not  so  marked.  In  four  no  appreciable  difference  was  no- 
ticed. After  the  stage  of  tonic  convulsion,  which  lasts  a  few  minutes,  the 
third  stage  is  reached. 

Sd  Stage  (Stage  of  Subsidence) — This  is  marked  by  a  gradual  re- 
tm-n  of  consciousness.  The  patient  may  stupidly  turn  his  head  or  look 
upwards,  the  eyes  having  a  meaningless  expression,  and  the  balls  oscillat- 
ing sliglitly.  He  may  strive  to  express  himself,  but  only  gives  utterance 
to  a  series  of  unintelligible  sounds.  He  may  make  some  effort  to  rise, 
but  finds  it  impossible  to  do  so.  His  pulse  is  small  and  thready,  or  some- 
times full  and  bounding,  especially  when  the  first  two  stages  have  been 
short.     His  eyes  are  injected,  and  his  pupils  either  normal  or  contracted. 

ith  Stage  (Stage  of  Stupor)  Exhausted  by  his  attack,  he  falls  into 

a  sound  sleep,  which  is  so  profound  that  he  lies  where  he  has  fallen,  and 
resents  any  attempt  to  remove  him.  The  stupor  may  be  so  deep, 
however,  as  to  make  him  unmindful  of  what  is  going  on  about  him.  His 
sleep  lasts  for  several  hours,  and  is  characterized  by  snoring.  If  the 
patient  recovers  without  the  stupor,  he  is  very  irritable  and  cross.  He 
complains  of  headache,  or  perhaps  nausea,  and  vomits ;  and  his  pulse  is 
irritable  and  irregular.  Thompson'  calls  attention  to  the  tracings  ob- 
tained in  epilepsy  when  the  heart  is  healthy,  and  it  is  possible  to  obtain 
good  results.  He  as  well  as  Lorain  found  that  the  sphyniograph  tracing 
exhibited  a  distinct  dicrotic  notch. 

In  regard  to  the  time  of  attack,  two  divisions  have  been  made — noctur- 
nal and  diurnal.  I  have  thouglit  it  best  to  make  another,  viz. :  ma- 
tutinal. 

Perhaps  nocturnal  epilepsy  is  much  more  common  than  the  other  forms, 
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t'ov  ii  great  many  patients  never  have  attacks  at  any  other  time,  while  some 
may  have  thoni  at  all  times,  and  a  few  only  during  the  day.  A  large  number 
are  attacked  just  as  they  awaken  ;  and  I  have  met  this  form  so  fre(|uently 
that  I  prefer  to  use  tlie  term  matutinal  for  the  attacks  occurring 
between  live  and  nine  in  the  morning.  The  only  sign  of  a  nocturnal 
attack  may  be  the  evidence  of  involuntaiy  passages  of  urine  and  feces, 
and  sometimes  both.  Blood  npon  the  bed  linen  as  a  consequence  of 
tongue-biting  is  another  indication,  and  the  trouble  which  is  required  to 
rouse  the  patient  is  a  third.  Of  forty-eight  patients,  fourteen  had  their 
attacks  at  irregular  hours,  seventeen  had  their  attacks  at  night  only,  five 
in  the  day,  and  twelve  in  the  morning. 

Dr.  Maury,  of  Memphis,  has  communicated  to  me  the  folloAving  two 
cases  of  dislocation  of  the  bones  during  an  epileptic  paroxysm.  This  is  a 
rare  accident  in  epilepsy,  although  it  is  more  common  in  tetanus. 

Case  I.  A  man  from  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  was  sent  to  Dr.  M.  in  Dec. 
187(5.  The  patient  was  sixty  years  of  age,  a  planter,  and  of  good  habits. 
About  one  year  before,  after  eating  his  supper,  he  became  ill  and  had 
convulsions.  In  the  night  he  had  fresh  convulsions,  and  suffered  consid- 
erably from  pain  in  the  right  shoulder.  The  convulsions  recurred  at  in- 
tervals of  ten  days.  AVlien  he  was  brought  to  Dr.  M.  the  shoulder  was 
found  to  be  shrunken,  and  the  humerus  dislocated  and  immovable. 

Case  II.  A  lady  from  Alabama,  during  the  menopause,  was  affected 
with  epilepsy  about  tAvo  years  and  a  half  before  the  Doctor  saw  her. 
She  Avas  attacked  at  night  with  convulsions  and  pain  in  left  hip.  These 
attacks  occurred  at  intervals  of  from  two  to  four  weeks  before  she  was 
seen  by  a  physician.  Left  lower  extremity  found  to  be  shortened  about 
two  inches,  femur  evidently  dislocated.  Muscular  contraction  on  outside 
of  leg  r  toes  everted,  and  thigh  turned  inwards.  In  this  case  no  attempt 
was  made  to  reduce  the  dislocation.  Whenever  she  had  convulsions  there 
was  pain  in  region  of  liver. 

THE  LIGHT  ATTACK. 

Symptoms. — The  lighter  forms  of  epilepsy  are  included  under  the 
head  of  Epilepsia  mitior,  and  are  attended  by  a  very  transitory  loss  of 
consciousness.  There  maybe  little  or  absolutely  no  spasm,  and  the  attack 
may  be  so  unpronounced  as  to  escape  the  notice  of  those  persons  who  may 
happen  to  be  present.  The  patient  may  be  eating  at  the  time,  and  suddenly 
drops  his  knife  and  fork ;  or  he  may  be  engaged  in  some  occupation,  and 
suspends  operations  for  a  second.  In  one  of  my  patients  the  only  indica- 
tion of  the  attack  was  the  rolling  upAvards  of  the  eyes.  Another,  a  gentle- 
man, when  writing  Avould  stop  for  a  moment  and  go  on  with  his  work 
entirely  unconscious  of  any  interruption.  If  AA'alking,  there  may  be  a 
sudden  loss  of  equilibrium,  but  he  rarely  falls.  Tlie  face  may  be  blanched 
or  flushed  momentarily,  and  the  patient  may  suffer  no  bodily  discomfort, 
but  is  sometimes  restless,  depressed,  or  low-spirited. 

A  more  aggravated  state  may  exist,  in  which  the  muscular  spasms  are 
more  marked. 

The  attacks,  which  have  been  described  as  "weak  spells,"  or  "fainting 
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fits,"  by  uninformed  people,  consist  in  more  protracted  loss  of  conscious- 
ness, accompanied  perhaps  by  strong  muscular  contractions  of  the  umscles 
of  the  face  or  arms,  ].ullor,  and  dilatation  of  tlie  pupils.  I  have  a  patient 
under  observation  who  luis  a  distinct  ei)igastric  aura;  she  then  becomes 
rigid,  holds  her  breath,  grasps  the  arms  of  her  chair  ;  her  head  is  drawn 
forwards,  and  so  she  remains  for  a  minute  or  two. 

Tiie  foregoing  forms  may  coexist,  there  being  distinct  attacks  of  grand 
mal,  with  repeated  petit  mal  seizures,  which  seem  to  have  no  special  rela- 
tion to  the  more  serious  convulsions.  Twelve  of  the  twenty-nine  cases 
suflered  from  grand  mal  alone,  and  seventeen  had  both  forms,  and  in  these 
cases  the  petit  mal  predominated. 

As  to  periodicity  and  frequency  of  the  attacks  there  is  much  to  be  said. 
There  is  a  peculiarity  in  the  regularity  of  the  seizures  which  is  to  be 
observed  in  very  many  cases.  A  tendency  to  weekly,  semi-monthly,  or 
monthly  recurrence  is  noticed. 

When  the  fits  take  place  there  may  be  only  one  at  a  time,  or  there  may 
be  a  number  Avithin  twenty-four  hours  or  two  or  three  days,  and  then  an 
interval  of  the  duration  I  have  just  described  elapses  before  a  fresh  attack 
or  series  of  attacks  takes  place. 

Tn  Reynolds's  experience  there  are  four  times  as  many  epileptics  who 
have  their  attacks  more  frequently  than  once  a  month  as  there  are  who 
have  them  at  long  intervals;  but  I  am  disinclined  to  agree  with  him 
"  that  males  are  more  subject  to  monthly  attacks  than  females,  and  that 
attacks  in  the  latter  are  not  as  a  rule  monthly  seizures." 

I  discover  every  day  numerous  verifications  of  the  menstrual  influence. 
In  forty  patients  I  find  that  eigliteen  occur  during  or  just  after  the  days 
the  woman  has  her  catamenia ;  and  in  one  case  much  interest  arises  from 
the  fact  that  there  was  dysmenorrhoea,  and  that  when  this  Avas  relieved 
the  attacks  disappeared. 

In  many  chronic  cases,  especially  when  there  are  complications,  there 
is  rarely  any  regularity  in  the  appearance  of  the  attacks.  In  the  Epileptic 
Hospital,  on  Blackwell's  Island,  I  find  extreme  variation  in  their  number  ; 
and  there  are  patients  under  treatment  who  have  had  but  three  or  four 
attacks  in  one  year,  while  there  are  others  who  generally  have  from  five 
to  thirty  each  Aveek  ;  but  this  great  frequency  is  exceptional.  The  attacks 
of  petit  mal  are  much  more  numerous,  but  from  their  very  transitory  cha- 
racter it  is  diflricult  to  make  any  estimate  Avhich  is  at  all  useful.  The 
irregular  forms  of  the  disease  are  of  greater  interest  as  curiosities  than 
anything  else,  but  derive  some  importance  from  their  medico-legal  beai-ing. 

IRREGULAR  ATTACKS. 

There  may  be  a  form  known  as  aborted  epilepsy,  which  consists  in  the 
expression  of  all  the  features  of  ordinary  /lavt  mal,  without  comjiloto  loss  of 
consciousness.    The  attacks  may  occur  in  the  course  of  ordinary  c])il('psy. 

The  most  peculiar  examples  of  irregular  seizures  are  described  by  Falret, 
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Hugliliiigs  Jackson,  find  otlicrs.  Wliilo  in  tliis  state  the  patient  will  do 
the  most  eccentric  things  ininginiihle,  (Ik;  mind  being  apparently  in  a  con- 
dition of  vacuity,  and  tiie  individual  becomes  more  an  automaton  than  a 
human  being. 

Mesnet,  of  the  St.  Antoine  Hospital,  came  across  a  very  interesting  case, 
which  he  describes  in  the  Gazette  Hehdomadaire,  .luly  17,  1874.  The 
l)atient  has  been  known  as  the  "  Automatic  Man,"  and  his  history  is  as 
follows  : — 

"  A  young  man  during  the  late  war  had  a  portion  of  the  left  parietal  bone, 
about  eight  centimetres  in  extent,  carricid  away  by  a,  I)all.  llemi])legia  of 
the  right  side  was  the  consequence,  but  this  gradually  disapi)eared.  For 
some  time  past  he  has  been  the  subject  of  attacks,  lasting  from  twenty- 
four  to  forty-eight  hours,  attended  by  very  extraordinary  phenoniena. 
During  these  he  seems  to  act  exactly  like  an  automaton,  walking  continu- 
ously, incessantly  moving  his  jaw,  knitting  his  brow,  and  appearing  abso- 
lutely insensible  to  all  that  sin-rounds  him.  Not  uttering  a  word,  he  walks 
straight  forward,  and  when  he  meets  with  an  obstacle,  stops  short,  ex])lores 
it  with  his  hand,  and  tries  to  pass  on  one  side  of  it.  Surrounded  by  a 
circle  of  persons,  he  stops  at  each,  and  endeavors  to  pass  by  the  intervals 
formed  by  their  joined  hands,  then  turns  back,  comes  in  contact  with  the 
next  person,  and  resumes  his  round.  All  this  time  he  never  manifests 
the  slightest  consciousness,  just  as  if  he  were  in  a  state  of  somnambulism. 
He  is  absolutely  ingensible  to  pain,  so  that  pins  may  be  thrust  through  the 
cheek  or  into  the  fingers,  or  very  jiowerful  electrical  shocks  may  be  admin- 
istered without  the  slightest  sensibility  being  manifested.  What,  however, 
is  very  remarkable,  is  that  by  bringing  him  in  relation  with  certain  objects 
we  are  enabled  to  determine  in  him  the  entire  series  of  acts  which  are  cor- 
relative with  the  sensation  thus  aroused.  Thus,  if  a  pen  be  placed  in  his 
hand,  he  seeks  for  ink  and  paper,  and  writes  a  letter  in  a  very  good  hand, 
in  which  he  si)eaks  very  sensibly  about  different  matters  which  concern 
him.  If  a  leaf  of  cigarette  paper  is  placed  in  his  liand,  he  feels  in  his 
pocket  for  the  tobacco,  rolls  up  the  cigarette  very  adroitly,  and,  having 
found  his  match-box,  lights  it.  If  the  match  be  extinguished  just  as  it 
i-eaches  the  cigarette,  he  finds  another,  and  that  several  times,  until  he  is 
allowed  to  light  his  cigarette.  If  at  the  moment  when  the  match  is  ex- 
tinguished, another  already  lighted  is  presented  to  him  in  its  place,  it  is 
impossible  to  induce  him  to  light  the  cigarette  by  means  of  the  substituted 
match.  He  allows  his  moustaches  to  become  burned  without  offering  any 
resistance,  but  he  will  not  employ  the  light  thus  presented  to  him.  If 
chopped  charpie  be  placed  in  his  pocket  instead  of  his  tobacco,  he  makes 
the  cigarette  with  this,  and  lights  and  smokes  it  without  seeming  to  pay 
any  attention  to  what  he  is  smoking. 

Among  the  various  experiments  devised  by  Dr.  Mesnet,  there  is  one 
whicli  is  particularly  curious.  The  young  man  is  a  singer  at  concerts  by 
profession,  and  if  gloves  be  placed  in  his  iiands  he  immediately  puts  them 
on,  and  searches  for  paper.  When  a  roll  of  this,  resembling  music  in  form, 
is  given  to  him,  he  places  himself  in  the  proper  position  and  begins  to  sing. 
It  would  seem,  in  fact,  that  tactile  sensation  induced  in  him  becomes  the 
point  of  departure,  and  as  if  of  escape,  of  a  series  of  acts  correlative  to  this 
initial  sensation — acts  which  he  accomplishes  automatically,  without  letting 
them  deviate  from  their  habitual  and  regular  succession.  Lastly,  it  is  to 
be  noted  that,  wJiile  in  this  singular  condition,  tlie  patient  steals  all  that 
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comes  witliin  his  orasp.  If  he  touches  any  person,  lie  feels  for  his  watch- 
pocket,  and  invarhibly  detaches  the  watch  and  i)nts  it  in  his  own  jiocket, 
whence  it  may  be  immediately  removed  without  his  making  the  slightest 
opposition.  The  crisis  once  over,  he  has  no  recollection  whatever  of  what 
he  has  been  doing,  and  becomes  again  perfectly  rejisonable.'" 

An  irregular  form  of  the  diseiise  is  known  as  "  masked  epilepsy."  The 
patient  in  this  state  may  not  fall  to  the  ground,  but  while  in  a  state  of  un- 
consciousness M'ill  evince  a  great  deal  of  muscular  activity.  An  epileptic 
in  my  ward  is  in  the  habit  of  tearing  through  the  hall,  colliding  with  such 
patients  as  may  happen  to  be  in  her  way,  and  finally  recovering  conscious- 
ness, when  she  hivs  no  recollection  of  her  attack.  I  have  noticed  the  same 
phenomena  in  other  ca^es. 

Another  form  is  connected  with  the  commission  of  purposeless  acts. 
Hammond  reports  the  case  of  a  gentleman  M'ho  disappeared  and  travelled 
about  the  country  for  some  days,  and  when  found  could  not  give  the 
slightest  history  of  his  Avhereabouts.  The  individual,  in  reality,  leads  a 
double  life,  and  while  the  automatic  state  prevails  he  may  commit  deeds 
of  violence  which  may  subsequently  cause  him  a  gi-eat  deal  of  trouble  ; 
and  in  such  cases  only,  the  history  of  undoubted  epilepsy  should  alone  be 
sufficient  to  exonerate  him.  I  believe  it  is  strongly  improbable  that  there 
is  ever  an  attack  of  masked  or  aborted  epilepsy  without  expression  of  some 
of  the  evidences  of  the  true  paroxysm. 

The  sequences  of  epilepsy  are  various,  but  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  any  mental  impairment  should  result.  It  is  ti*ue  that  in 
some  cases  such  a  termination  is  possible.  Idiocy  and  epilepsy  some- 
times go  together,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  former  is  a  con- 
genital state.  Examples  of  general  mental  failure  are  by  no  means  rare, 
and  in  some  cases  the  disease  slowly  undermines  the  patient's  intellectual 
condition.  An  apathetic  state  is  the  primary  result.  Any  one  who  has 
seen  one  of  these  old  cases  (especially  if  the  patient  be  the  victim  of  petit 
mal),  with  dull  fishy  expression  of  the  eyes,  a  leaden,  sallow  countenance, 
a  full  lip  with  imperfectly  defined  vermilion  border,  sluggish  cutaneous 
circulation,  loss  of  memory  and  dulness  of  wits,  will  recognize  the  condi- 
tion I  have  endeavored  to  desci-ibe.  An  epileptic  convulsion  in  infancy 
may  give  rise  to  cerebral  hemorrhage  from  a  vessel  ruptured  during  the 
paroxysm,  but  the  accident  is  tdmost  unheai'd  of  in  adult  life. 

Epileptic  ma.nia,  which  Reynolds  considers  to  occur  in  about  one-tenth 
of  all  the  cases,  is  not  confined  to  any  piu-ticular  time.  It  may  occur  be- 
fore the  attacks,  or,  as  is  more  often  the  case,  succeed  thera.  In  this  con- 
dition epileptics  may  be  occasionally  very  dangerous,  and  give  way  to 
outbursts  of  violence,  for  which,  of  course,  they  are  entirely  irresponsible. 

A  man  who  was  a  patient  in  the  out-door  department  of  the  N.  Y.  State 
Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System,  and  who  had  been  treated 
by  my  confrere,  Dr.  J.  J.  Mason,  for  epilepsy  for  a  long  time,  was  subse- 
quently discharged,  as  it  was  supposed,  cured.    A  month  or  two  after- 
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wards,  having  an  attack  wliicdi  was  undoubtedly  Gi)ileptic  mania,  he  pur- 
sued his  wife  throiif^h  the  streets,  and,  drawing  a  pistol,  sliot  her  tlirougli 
the  heart.  After  the  deed  he  expressed  great  remorse,  and  gave  liimself 
up  to  tiie  authorities,  but,  notwitlistaiiding  tiie  medical  testimony,  was 
sentenced  to  the  Slate's  prison  for  life. 

Causes — Of  tlie  one  Innidred  and  eiglity-three  cases  of  epilepsy  I 
have  seen  at  various  times,  tlie  ages  at  whicli  tlie  disease  appeared  wo.ra 
as  follows : — 


Under  10  years 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

16 

10 

2G 

Between  10  and  20  years 

23 

48 

71 

Between  20  and  30  " 

27 

14 

41 

Between  30  and  50  " 

29 

11 

40 

Over  50                   "  . 

4' 

1 

5 

99 

.  84 

183 

Reynolds  and  Hammond  show  very  much  the  same  result.  The  former 
saw  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  cases,  and  the  latter  five  hundred  and 
seventy-two. 

Hugon'  has  recently  made  a  valuable  addition  to  the  literature  of  epi- 
lepsy in  an  excellent  brochure  upon  the  subject  of  etiology. 

He  gives  a  table  prepared  by  Martinet  to  show  the  proportion  of  cases 
beginning  between  the  10th  and  20th  years. 


Of  307  cases  collected  by  Musset,  there  were  .  .107 

"    68    "  "  Herpin,         "  .       .  27 

"    83  "  "  Maisouneuve,  there  were      .  46 

*'  30G  "  "  Alfegi-e,                   "  .  105 

"106  "  "  Leuret,                  "  .42 

"  230  "  "  Moreau,.                 "  .  76 

"    43  "  "  Dunaut,                  "  .26 

"    70  "  "  Delasiauve,              "  -17 

"    75  "  "  Dussart,                  "  .40 


It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  nearly  half  of  all  the  cases  begin  before  the 
twentieth  year.  Bean  collected  273  cases,  43  of  which  began  between  the 
6th  and  12th  years;  49  between  the  12th  and  IGth  years;  and  17  be- 
tween the  16th  and  20th  years. 

The  attacks  of  early  life  are  exceedingly  irregular,  and  may  begin  as 
poorly  developed  paroxysms,  Avhich  are  by  many  classified  under  that 
most  convenient  term  eclampsia,  which  oftentimes  means  nothing.  A 
number  of  these  attacks  of  an  undefined  type  usually  precede  the  genuine 
explosion  of  the  real  disease. 

In  regard  to  sex,  it  may  be  said  that  Beaunies,  Esquirol,  and  Moreau 
wei'e  of  the  opinion  that  the  disease  was  more  confined  to  women  than 
men;  but  on  the  other  hand  Celsus,  Joseph  Frank,  Leuret,  and  Sandras, 
as  well  as  Hammond,  Reynolds,  and  others,  take  the  opposite  ground. 


'  In  two  of  tliesc  cases  there  was  an  indication  of  syphilis. 
'  R6clierches  sur  les  Causes  do  I'Epilopsie,  etc.,  Paris,  1876. 
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From  the  number  of  cases  I  have  collected  and  tabulated,  I  am  inclined 
to  adopt  the  same  view  as  the  latter. 

Of  Iluc-on's'  cases,  32  in  number,  2o  were  men,  and  7  women. 

Profesrions  seem  to  have  very  little  to  do  with  the  production  of  the 
disease,  if  we  except  bartenders  and  liquor-dealers. 

lu  regard  to  the  predisposing  influence  of  temperament,  climate,  and 
season,  i't  hixs  been  shown  by  Foville,  iMarce,  Falret,  and  Dulusiauve,  that 
the  nervous  and  sanguine  temperaments  predispose  to  the  development  of 
the  disease.  Maisonneuve  found  that  of  Co  cases,  25  were  of  a  sanguine 
and  20  of  a  nervous  temperament.  Morcau  considers  that  epilei)sy  is 
more  frequent  in  winter  than  in  summer,  while  others  take  the  opposite 
view.  Whetiier  climate  affects  the  development  of  epilepsy,  I  am  unable 
tosav;  but,  after  very  carefully  conducted  experiments  in  regard  to  the 
influence  of  temperature,  I  am  prepared  to  state  most  decidedly  that  the 
attacks  are  much  more  frequent  whenever  there  is  a  sudden  change  of 
■weather. 

A  writer  in  the  Revista-Sperimentale,  of  Mayor  August,  1875,  has 
given  tables  showing  the  influence  of  atmospheric  changes,  temperature, 
etc.,  upon  the  occurrence  of  attacks.  At  that  time  I  began  a  series  of 
observations  at  the  Epileptic  Hospital.  These,  when  compared  with  the 
accurately  taken  charts  of  temperature,  barometric  pressure,  wind,  etc., 
of  the  Health  Department,  conclusively  prove  the  truth  of  the  assertion  I 
have  just  made.  The  number  of  attacks  seemed  to  increase  just  at  th6 
change ;  and  a  very  hot  day,  followed  by  a  cool  one,  would  show  an  in- 
crease of  from  ten  to  fifteen  seizures  among  my  jiatients  during  the  cool 
day,  and  vice  versa. 

The  influence  of  heredity  is  more  strongly  shown  in  epilepsy  than  in 
any  other  nervous  disease,  except  it  may  perhaps  be  progressive  muscular 
atrophy.  In  cases  of  my  own  the  taint  can  be  traced  back  for  several 
generations  either  by  epilepsy,  neuralgia,  insanity,  or  other  nervous  dis- 
eases. In  one  case  the  maternal  grandfather  died  insane,  the  paternal 
grandfather  died  of  apoplexy,  the  mother  was  living  though  subject  to 
neuralgia,  one  brother  had  chorea,  and  the  other  had  committed  suicide  in 
a  fit  of  temporary  insanity.  Other  examples  are  very  much  like  this. 
Leuret^  found  among  126  epileptic  cases  that  there  was  a  history  of  he- 
reditary epilepsy  in  seven  cases.  BeauV  experience  was  equally  interest- 
ing. Of  273  epileptics,  there  was  hereditary  predisposition  in  18  cases. 
Leech  and  Fox*  fixed  the  proportion  of  epileptics  in  whom  hereditary 
taint  was  found  at  36.8  per  cent.,  which,  as  far  as  I  can  jndgo,  is  no  exag- 
geration. Reynolds^  states  that  in  the  upper  classes  this  hereditary  pre- 
disposition exists  to  a  much  greater  extent,  but  calls  attention  to  the  diffi- 


'  Op.  cit.,  p.  7. 

*  Leuret:  R6(;hcrchcs  sur  I'Epilcpsic,  Arch.  G6n.  do  M6l1.,  18-13. 
Arcliiv.  G6n.  de  M6d.,  183G. 

■*  Miinclicster  Med.  and  Surg,  lleporter,  (quoted  by  Reynolds. 

*  Syst.  of  Med.,  vol.  ii.  p.  295. 


318 


BULBAR  DISEASES. 


culty  of  obtiiining  information.  I  Imve  often  been  disappointed  in  getting 
reliable  inl'm-ination,  for  tliis  "skeleton  in  tlie  closet"  is  kept  closely 
guarded.  I  iiuve  been  repeatedly  astonished  to  find  how  strong  this  ele- 
ment is  in  the  liighor  walks  of  life.  In  one  family  I  find  a  long  succession 
of  insane  ancestors,  idiot  children,  and  dissolute  progeny,  which  fully 
iiccounted  for  the  transmission  of  tlie  disease.  It  is  a  fact,  however,  tliat 
it  does  not  follow  thnt,  because  a  parent  lias  been  epileptic,  the  oflspring 
shall  inherit  the  disease.  Voisin  found  among  9G  cases  24  which  followed 
hereditary  alcoholism  and  [)lithisis.  It  is  often  due  in  the  first  insUince 
to  exciting  causes,  which,  if  removed,  would  probably  be  followed  by  dis- 
appearance of  the  disease. 

As  to  exciting  causes,  I  may  enumerate  bad  habits,  excessive  venery, 
syphilis,  and  uterine  disease,  which  last  I  believe  to  be  one  of  the  most 
important  of  alL  Friglit,  grief,  anxiety,  overwork,  blows  on  tiie  head, 
and  other  traumatisms,  also  enter  extremely  into  the  etiology  of  the  dis- 
ease ;  and  the  disorders  of  digestion  and  the  exanthematous  diseases  often 
play  a  part  in  its  causation.  Onanism  is  a  very  common  cause;  and  of  24 
male  cases  I  have  seen  during  the  past  year,  this  vice  existed  in  9.  I 
may  extract  the  following  data  from  a  paper  which  I  read  before  the 
American  Neurological  Association  at  their  last  meeting: — 

One-third  of  these  patients  (from  the  Epileptic  Hospital)  suffered  from 
intercurrent  diseases ;  two  had  advanced  phthisis ;  several  had  nepliritie 
disease;  and  a  great  many  were  anemic.  In  regard  to  the  complicating 
neuroses,  I  find  that  twelve  were  subject  to  headache,  two  were  hemiplegic 
(right),  the  epilepsy  following  the  hemiplegia,  two  sutFered  from  sclerosis 
(one  locomotor  ataxia,  the  other  diffused  cerebral  sclerosis),  and  one  was 
an  idiot. 

When  we  came  to  examine  into  the  causes  we  found  more  difficulty  than 
we  anticipated.  The  intelligence  and  memory  were  much  below  par  in 
all.  Scarlatina  and  variola  preceded  the  disease  in  two,  syphilis  in  one. 
In  nine  the  attacks  were  connected  with  menstrual  irregularities  and  ute- 
rine disease  (versions  and  flexions),  two  of  these  Avere  masturbators  (by 
confession),  one  of  whom  lias  been  cured  since  the  habit  was  broken.  One 
case  only  was  traumatic,  four  were  congenital,  and  several  gave  absurd 
answers  which  were  unsatisfactory.  These  are  examples  of  clu-onic  cases, 
and  of  course  many  are  intractable. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology — The  variety  of  morbid 
appearances  that  have  been  found  from  time  to  time  give  no  satisfactory 
explanation  of  the  pathology  of  this  disease,  and  we  will  not  enter  exten- 
sively into  their  discussion.  Spicula  of  bone  growing  into  tlie  brain-sub- 
stance, tliickened  meninges,  deformities,  or  depressions  of  the  cranial 
bones,  vascular  anomalies,  cysts,  tuberculous  deposits,  softening,  and  a  host 
of  other  changes  have  been  observed.  Some  of  these  are  important 
appearances  which  should  not  be  dismissed  too  hurriedly.  Undoubtedly 
the  osseous  changes  are  quite  satisfactory  causes.  In  three  cases  1  found 
spiculaj  or  nodules  or  bone  growing  into  or  pressing  upon  the  cerebrum. 
In  one  of  these  the  exostosis  had  attained  a  length  of  one  inch,  and  varied 
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from  one-eighth  to  one-quarter  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  In  other  cases  I 
have  seen  decided  depressions  of  the  parietal  bones,  whicli  infringed  to  a 
great  extent  upon  the  brain-substance  beneath.  As  far  as  tlie  deep  lesions 
o-o,  notliinn-  very  conclnsive  luis  been  fonnd.  Van-der-Kolk  has  dwelt 
at  length  upon  the  increased  vascularity  of  the  medulla  and  the  softened 
patches  sometimes  present,  but  these  changes  are  just  as  lilvcly  to  be  tlie 
results  of  the  disease  as  they  are  to  be  the  lesion  whicli  produces  tlie 
convulsion. 

It  seems  likely,  however,  that  the  investigations  of  Cazauvieilh  and 
Bouchet,  Bourneville,  Cliarcot,  and  Delasiauve  in  France,  as  well  as  those 
of  Meynert  in  Germany,  must  throw  some  liglit  upon  the  pathology  of 
this  puzzling  disease.  All  of  tliese  observers  found  distinct  induration  of 
the  cornu  ammonis,  or  pes  hippocampi,  which  is  known  to  be  situated 
in  the  lateral  ventricle.  Cazauvieilh^  reports  eighteen  autopsies  niiule  at 
La  Salp(5tri6re.  In  nine  of  these  one  or  both  of  the  cornua  ammonis 
were  indurated,  and  at  the  same  time  there  was  induration  of  tlie  white 
matter  of  the  hemispheres.  Bouchet,''  in  forty-three  cases,  found  the  same 
condition  of  aifairs.  He  says,  "  La  corne  d'ammon  est  la  partie  cerebrale 
qui  a  le  plus  frequemment  presente  I'induration.  Cette  alteration  a 
souvent  ete  si  frappante,  et  quelquefois  si  constante,  que  bien  ^vidente 
neuf  fois  de  suite  pour  quelques  m^decins  assistants,  elle  leur  a  donne  la 
conviction  qu'elle  representait  exactement  la  cause  pathologique  de  I'epi- 
lepsie." 

Bourneville  observed  this  lesion  five  times  out  of  thirty-four  during  the 
years  1866-1874.  Meynert  has  repeatedly  discovered  induration  of  this 
part,  and  considers  it  a  pathognomonic  sign.  In  his  examination  the 
cornua  ammonis  Avere  found  atrophied,  and  appeared  to  be  of  a  cartilagi- 
nous hardness,  and  had  undergone  a  general  alteration. 

Of  ten  autopsies  that  I  have  made,  six  presented  this  lesion,  and  in  one 
I  found  it  to  be  uncomplicated.  The  other  four  cases  presented  nothing 
distinctive.  In  two  the  left  hippocampus  major  was  indurated,  in  three 
both  were  indurated,  and  in  one  the  right  was  the  seat  of  the  same  change. 
In  one  of  these  the  extreme  exterior  part  of  the  pes  hippocampus  was 
quite  firm  ;  the  little  ci'enations  or  irregularities  were  more  marked  than  in 
the  healthy  brain,  as  thei-e  had  evidently  been  some  atrophy  with  contrac- 
tion. In  one  the  gray  matter  just  adjacent  to  the  hippocampus  major  con- 
tained several  indurated  patches.  In  two  cases  the  veins  which  skirt  the 
inner  edge  of  the  corpora  striata  at  the  line  of  the  velum  interpositum,  and 
receive  branches  from  these  bodies,  were  quite  distended  with  blood,  as 
were  the  venas  galeni.  The  white  matter  in  both  anterior  lobes  was  quite 
hard  in  three  cases.  In  one  case  there  were  minute  extravasations  throughout 
the  brain  and  in  the  medulla.    In  two  cases  there  was  effusion  into  the 


'  Archiv.  G6n.  de  M6d.,  3me  Anr.e,  1825,  i.,  ix.,  p.  510,  et  4me  Ann6,  182(k 
i.,  v.,  p.  5. 

2  Sur  I'Epilcpsic  (Amiales  M6d.  Psychologiciues,  1853,  1.  v.,  p.  209). 
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lateral  ventricles.  The  cranial  bones  in  one  case  were  found  to  be  con- 
sidorubly  tliickcuied.  In  all  of  the  caHca  there  were  evidences  of  px-at 
meningeal  hypenumia.  In  three  of  these  cases  I  found  microscopical  dis- 
organization of  a  granular  character  of  the  nerve-elements  in  the  medulla. 
The  vascular  walls  were  thickened,  and  at  certain  ])oints  ru])tured,  the 
places  of  rupture  having  no  special  pathological  relation  as  lar  as  the 
nuclear  involvement  was  concerned. 

In  three  cases  which  are  not  included  in  the  ten  referred  to,  I  found 
osseous  growths.  Although  this  lesion  of  the  cornua  animonis  very  rarely 
exists  alone,  it  seems  to  be  quite  a  constant  morbid  appearance,  and  it 
now  remains  for  us  to  discover  whether  the  condition  is  peculiar  to 
epilepsy. 

Epilepsy  is,  without  doubt,  an  organic  affection,  the  established  disease 
beginning,  perliaps,  after  a  peripheral  irritation  has  been  transmitted  re- 
peatedly to,  the  centres ;  but  after  the  disease  is  fairly  developed,  the  con- 
vulsions are  not  necessarily  jjroduced  by  the  excitement  of  such  distal 
in'itation  ;  for,  as  Nothnagel  shows,  in  cases  dependent  upon  a  cicatrix 
the  attacks  are  not,  as  a  rule,  excited  only  by  irritation  of  the  cicatrix. 
The  clinical  features  of  the  disease  jjrove  the  truth  of  this  rule ;  for,  in 
any  well-established  case,  gastric,  uterine,  or  any  other  reflected  irritation 
may  give  rise  to  the  seizures,  or  they  may  take  place  in  an  apparently  si)on- 
taneous  manner.  We  must,  therefore,  consider  that  epilepsy  is  a  disease 
of  an  organic  chai'acter,  expressing  itself  after  either  some  distal  or  central 
stimulation  in  an  irregular  manner,  or  the  result  of  both.  That  it  is 
connected  with  central  changes  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt ;  though  these 
changes  are  by  no  means  uniform. 

The  experiments  of  Brown-Sequard  have  thrown  much  light  upon  its 
pathology,  though  Nothnagel  and  others  do  not  accept  his  views  in  theii- 
entirety.  Spinal  epilepsy,  which  has  been  described  by  Brown-S6quard 
as  an  independent  and  local  affection,  is  thus  spoken  of  by  Nothnagel : 
"  Of  course,  if  we  use  this  designation  (spinal  epilepsy)  for  those  cases 
in  which  an  actually  existing  epilepsy  is  developed  in  consequence  of 
an  affection  of  the  spine,  it  Avould  have  a  certain  justification.  Still  it 
is  superfluous ;  for  here  the  name  of  secondary  epilepsy,  as  above  pro- 
posed, is,  in  our  judgment,  amply  sufficient.  We  must,  however,  very 
decidedly  protest  against  the  abuse  which  has  recently  come  into  vogue  of 
describing  as  spinal  epilepsy  the  clonic  and  tonic  spasmodic  seizures  which 
occur  as  a  symptom  in  spinal  affections,  which  remain  confined  to  the 
extremities  or  even  to  the  legs,  and  are  not  accompanied  by  any  trace  of 
mental  changes.  With  just  as  much  propriety  could  we  speak  of  a  spinal 
accessory  or  median  epilepsy  in  the  case  of  clonic  twitchings  of  the  mus- 
cles of  the  fingers  or  neck  which  proceed  from  a  peripheral  affection  of 
the  median  or  spinal  accessory  nerve.  In  our  opinion  it  is  most  judicious 
to  let  the  expression  fall  entirely  into  disuse  ;  for  on  one  hand  it  is  unne- 
cessary, and,  on  the  other,  it  leads  only  to  confusion." 

The  experiments  of  Brown-S6quard  were  chiefly  made  upon  guinea-pigs. 
He  produced  epilepsy  by  division  of  the  trunk  of  the  sciatic,  internal  pop- 
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liteal  and  posterior  roots  of  the  nerves  innervating  the  lower  extremities, 
and  by  injury  of  various  parts  of  the  brain,  the  corpora  quadrigeminr, 
and  cerebral  peduncles.  He  also  divided  the  cord  at  diitercnt  points  par- 
tially or  completely,  and  found  that  injury  of  the  lower  part  of  the  cord 
seemed  to  luive  more  to  do  with  the  subsequent  epilepsy  than  when  the 
upper  part  was  mutilated.  After  these  experiments,  tiie  first  appearance 
of  epilepsy  occurred  in  from  four  to  six  weeks.  The  attacks  were  either 
spontaneous,  or  followed  irritation  of  certain  parts  of  the  skin  which  were 
included  in  the  so-called  "  epileptic  or  epihiptigenous  zone."  ^  This  in- 
cluded the  cheek,  anterior  part  and  side  of  the  neck,  and  a  portion  of  the 
back.  This  region  became  ana3Sthetic,  and  the  hair  usually  fell  out.  Any 
irritation  of  this  tract,  such,  for  instance,  as  pinching,  gave  rise  to  an  at- 
tack. Ultimately  the  anaesthesia  diminished,  and  the  attacks  subsided,  so 
that  it  was  impossible  to  excite  them.  The  "  epileptic  zone"  corresponded 
to  the  side  upon  which  the  nerve  or  cord  injury  had  taken  place. 

Other  forms  of  experimentation  have  produced  convulsive  attacks,  or  a 
condition  resembling  epilepsy.  These  were  blows  upon  the  back  of  the 
head  (Westphall)  ;  irritation  of  the  cortex-cerehri  (Hitzig)  ;  ligation  of 
the  carotids  and  vertebral  arteries  (Cooper,  Hall,  Kussmaul,  and  Tenner)  ; 
irritation  of  the .  peripheral  sensory  nerves  (Nothnagel,  Krauspe).  The 
labors  of  these,  as  well  as  others,  indubitably  show  that  tlie  epileptic  at- 
tack is  connected  with  cerebral  anaemia,  and  the  experimental  production 
of  this  vascular  state  Avhen  irritation  of  peripheral  sensory  nerves  has  been 
made  furnishes  another  link  in  the  chain. 

The  question  of  localization  next  arises.  Brown-S^quard,  Schiff,  Eey- 
nolds,  and  Kussmaid,  and  Tenner  have  all  demonstrated  that  the  me- 
dulla oblongata  is  the  probable  pathological  seat  of  the  disease.  It  has 
been  proved  by  them  that  a  so-called  "  convulsive  centre"  is  here  located, 
which,  when  excited  by  reflex  stimuli,  gives  rise  to  extensive  spasms  of 
both  kinds  of  the  voluntary  muscles  ;  that  whether  the  irritation  comes 
ex  chorda  or  ex  cerehro,  there  is  a  primary  bulbar  congestion,  a  cerebral 
anaBmia,  and  a  secondary  cerebral  congestion  ;  that  such  congestion  follows 
]-eflex  spasm  of  the  cervical  muscles,  and  that  a  condition  of  venous  en- 
gorgement ensues  from  pressure  upon  the  large  vessels  of  the  neck.  The 
pathology  of  the  confirmed  disease  may  be  briefly  stated  as — 

A.  The  existence  of  a  condition  of  reflex  excitability  of  the  medulla 
from  a  long-standing  reflected  irritation. 

B.  An  exciting  impression  transmitted  from  the  periphery,  or  from  a 
irentral  part. 

C.  The  irritation  of  the  vaso-motor  centre  (described  by  Dittmar  and 
others)  through  congestion  at  the  floor  of  the  fourth  ventricle. 

D.  A  secondary  anajmia  and  hyperasmia  of  the  hemispheres. 
The  production  of  symptoms  is  probably  due  to — 

1.  a.  Anaimia  of  the  brain  ;  6.  Consequential  primary  loss  of  conscious- 
ness, etc. 

2.  Irritation  of  "  convulsive  centre,"  M'ith  tonic  muscular  contraction. 

3.  a.  Irritation  of  nuclei  of  lower  cranial  nerves;  b.  Consequential 
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asphyxia.  Contraction  of  muscles  of  neck,  pressure  upon  vessels,  etc., 
secondary  stupor,  clonic  convulsions. 

Van-der-Kolk'  explains  the  tongue-biting  as  the  result  of  irritation  of  the 
nuclei  of  the  hypoglossal  nerves. 

The  observations  of  Hughlings  Jackson''  and  Ilitzig  throw  much  light 
upon  the  pathology.  The  former  proves  "  that  tliose  parts  are  wont  to 
suffer  first  and  most  wiiich  serve  in  the  voluntary  (special)  oi)erations, 
and  those  last  and  least  which  serve  in  the  more  automatic  (general  opera- 
tions)." 

Briefly  to  illustrate  this,  he  quotes  from  an  article  in  the  Lancet, 
demonstrating  that  the  three  points  at  which  the  convulsions  often  begin 
are:  "  (1)  in  the  hand  ;  (2)  in  the  face,  in  the  tongue,  or  both  ;  (3)  in  the 
foot." 

This  confirms  the  idea  that  the  onset  begins  in  the  parts  devoted  more 
particularly  to  the  execution  of  voluntary  movements.  He  has  been 
enabled  to  prove  that  in  this  manner  the  parts  first  attacked  are  those 
which  are  more  commonly  affected  in  hemiplegia.  He  also  calls  attention 
to  the  plienomenon  of  aphasia,  with  epilepsy  beginning  in  the  right  cheek. 

"  Epilepsies,"  he  says,  "  are  the  results  of  the  second  class  of  functional 
changes ;  they  are,  speaking  briefly,  discliarging  lesions.  But  there  are 
many  varieties  of  discharges.  Defined  from  the  paroxysm,  an  epilepsy  is 
a  sudden,  excessive,  and  rapid  discharge  of  gi'ay  matter  of  some  part  of  the 
brain  ;  it  is  a  local  discharge.  To  define  it  from  the  functional  alteration, 
we  say  there  is  in  a  case  of  epilepsy,  gray  matter  which  is  so  abnormally 
nourished  that  it  occasionaUi/  vtisiches  veiy  high  tension  and  very  unstable 

equilibrium,  and,  therefore,  occasionally  explodes  It  will  be 

observed  that  the  discharging  lesion  of  epilepsy  is  supposed  to  be  a,  perma- 
nent lesion  ;  there  is  gray  matter  which,  since  it  is  permanently  under 
conditions  of  abnormal  nutrition,  is  permanently  abnormal  in  function. 
That  this  permanent  abnormality  is  a  varying  state,  has  been  said  ;  it  has 
been  remarked  that  the  gray  matter  occasionally  reaches  high  tension, 
and,  therefore,  occasionally  discharges  (or  is  discharged).  There  are 
waves  of  stability  and  instability.  It  follows  from  this  that  the  first  fit  is 
supposed  to  be  a  discharge  of  a  part  which  has  for  some  time  before  been 
in  a  state  of  malnutrition  ;  and  a  still  further  inference  is  that  such  '  causes' 
of  epilepsies  as  fi'ight  are  only  determining  causes  of  the  ^rs<  explosion. 
Many  of  the  premonitoiy  symptoms  of  a  first  attack  are  probably  results 
of  slight  discharges  ;  they  are  miniature ^is." 

That  irritation  of  the  auditory  apparatus  may  give  rise  to  a  variety  of 
epilepsy  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  such  cases  I  believe  to  be  rare. 
Brown-Sequard'  states  that  Mr.  Hinton,  an  English  surgeon,  has  reported 
several  where,  after  death,  no  lesion  was  discovered,  except  evidences  of 
disease  of  the  middle  ear.    My  friend  Dr.  Roosa  tells  me  that  out  of  five 


'  Brain  and  Spinal  Cord,  Sydenham  Trans. 
*  AV.  Hiding  Reports,  vol.  iii.  p.  315,  et  seq. 

3  Central  Nervous  System,  p.  9G,  and  Gaz.  M6d.  de  Taris,  1842,  p.  2."). 
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or  six  thousand  cases  of  aural  disease  he  has  seen,  he  does  not  remember 
but  one  of  this  kind  : — 

John  W.  P  ,  aged  If)  j'cars  and  G  montlis,  a  stout  and  apparently 

healthy  boy,  well  nourished,  "and  presenting  no  external  evidences  of  dis- 
ease ;  family  liistory  good.  His  motiier  stated  that  he  had  always  been 
a' rather  dull  boy,  and^that  at  school  he  was  generally  behind  in  his  studies, 
and  did  not  seem  to  learn  easily,  and  when  scut  on  errands  lie  was,  unre- 
liable and  forgetful.  There  is  no  history  of  injury  or  sudden  fright,  nor 
has  tliere  been  any  known  predisposing  or  exciting  cause,  but  at  the  age 
of  eight  years  he  had  a  severe  attack  of  scarlatina,  whicli  left  him  with  a 
remaining  otitis,  most  severe  on  the  right  side,  and  resulting  in  a  profuse 
discharge  of  pus,  winch  still  continues  in  a  modified  degree,  but  is  not  so 
excessive  as  it  was  a  month  ago.  About  six  weeks  ago  he  began  to  syringe 
his  ears  with  a  carbolic  acid  solution,  which  had  the  effect  of  removing  a 
large  mass  of  what  w.n.s  probably  inspissated  pus  ;  and  his  hearing,  which 
had  before  been  quite  defective,  became  greatly  improved,  and  he  no  longer 
complained  of  various  subjective  noises,  such  as  buzzing  and  roaring. 
When  the  quantity  of  discliarge  was  diminished  his  ears  became  painful, 
and  pressure  on  the  mastoid  processes  caused  much  suffering.  Ever  since 
the  scarlatina  he  has  had  frontal  and  occipital  headache,  which  is  always 
constant.  About  a  month  ago  he  had  his  first  epileptiform  attack,  and 
this  occurred  about  noon  one  day  when  he  was  using  his  syringe.  Without 
warning  he  suddenly  fell  to  the  floor,  became  convulsed,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  recovered,  and  did  not  fall  asleep  ;  but  a  semi-unconscious  state, 
however,  supervened. 

The  next  attack  came  on  four  days  after,  at  3  P.  M.  While  he  was 
chatting  with  a  friend,  he  suddenly  stopped  talking,  and  fell.  This  attack 
was  much  more  violent  than  the  first  one.  They  now  become  more  and 
more  frequent,  until  about  two  weeks  ago,  wben  on  one  occasion  he  had 
fifteen  during  twenty-four  hours.  Since  then  he  has  not  had  so  many, 
having  had  between  one  and  five  attacks  every  day  but  one,  which  was 
the  only  day  he  missed  the  attack  since  the  commencement.  During  some 
of  the  attacks  he  is  very  violent,  while  in  others  not  so  much  so.  His  ap- 
petite has  been  irregular  for  some  time  past.  An  examination  made  by 
Dr.  Baldwin,  House-physician  of  the  Epileptic  and  Paralytic  Hospital, 
and  myself,  revealed  tenderness  on  pressure  over  mastoid  processes,  but 
mostly  on  the  right  side.  He  has  had  no  definite  aura,  but  peculiarsensations 
which  he  cannot  describe,  preceding  his  attacks.  He  complains  of  vertigo 
and  nausea,  and  muscular  weakness  after  tlie  slightest  exertion.  He  in- 
variably returns  to  consciousness  almost  immediately  after  the  attack,  at- 
tempts to  rise  and  walk,  but  is  usually  quite  feeble. 

Examination  of  Ears — R. :  Discharge  scanty,  thin,  and  sero-purulent ; 
and,  on  examination,  the  membranum  tympani  is  found  absent.  The  tick 
of  a  watch  is  heard  only  wlien  the  watch  is  pressed  against  the  ear.  A 
roaring  sound  is  always  present. 

L. :  The  same  examination  shows  more  or  less  congestion  of  the  tympa- 
num, with  evident  signs  of  otitis  media;  but  there  is  not  so  much  pain  on 
tliis  side,  and  the  hearing  is  better,  the  ticking  of  tlie  watcii  being  heard 
at  three  inches. 

Patient  has  complained  lately  of  deep,  severe  pain  in  the  frontal, 
but  extending  back  to  tlie  occipital  region.  With  this  pain  there  is 
dizziness,  especially  when  he  stands,  thus  making  it  difiicult  for  him  to 
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proservo  Iiis  o<|iiilil)num,  wliic-.ii  is  strikingly  shown  by  his  in-eguhir  movc- 
ments,  VViiun  silling  up  in  bod,  \u:  foinpliiins  Uiut  ohjcols  ntovc,  up  and 
(h)\vn,  and  not  iiorizontaliy,  us  we  should  i'xp(!(tt  lo  lind  in  ordinary  audi- 
tory vertigo  ;  and  a  very  interesting  and  peeuliar  symptom  are  the  move- 
ments he  makes  to  preserve  his  reliition  with  surrounding  objects,  Iiis  body 
moving  up  and  down  and  his  head  swaying  strangely.  lie  is  very  suscitp- 
tible  to  noises  and  bright  lights,  eitlu'r  being  ea])ah!e  of  inckudng  a  spasm 
at  tijiies.  Vomiling  from  an  empty  stomaeii  is  oecrasional,  with  dilatiUion 
of  pupils.  The  vision  of  riglit  eye  is  at  times  entirely  lost,  but  at  others 
is  unim|)aired.  Muscie  volitantes  are  frequently  complained  of.  Exami- 
nation of  urine  at^brds  negative  results. 

Observations  during  an  attack  or  convulsion,  which  occurs  at  no  regu- 
lar intervals,  but  is  a  constant  result  of  irritation  of  the  internal  auditory 
apparatus : — 

Ear  syringed  at  9.55  A.M.  Patient  calm,  and  not  at  all  nervous; 
skin  of  normal  hue;  pulse  regular  ;  temperature  normal ;  pupils  somewhat 
dilated.  He  psissed  a  good  nigiit,  and  suH'ered  but  little  pain,  tliough  Iiis 
vertigo  was  still  troublesome.  He  was  placed  upon  a  bed,  and  the  point 
of  an  ordinary  two-ounce  syringe,  filled  with  tepid  water,  Wiis  inserted  in 
the  external  meatus  of  the  right  ear,  and  the  contents  gradually  expelled. 
This  caused  some  pain  and  dizziness,  which  increased  its  more  water  was 
injected  ;  and  when  one  ounce  had  been  thrown  in,  the  patient  became 
suddenly  unconscious,  and  the  head  was  drawn  from  one  side  to  the  other 
by  rapid  clonic  contractions  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck,  and  almost  at  the 
same  time  the  convulsion  became  general,  the  muscles  of  the  back  being 
extensively  involved. 

About  five  seconds  after  this,  there  were  clonic  spasms  of  the  muscles 
of  the  jaw,  so  that  the  patient  snai)ped  his  teeth,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
forcibly  inspired,  giving  vent  to  a  peculiar  noise  which  might  be  easily 
compared,  by  a  person  of  lively  imagination,  to  the  bark  of  a  dog. 

This  paroxysm  lasted  two  minutes,  and  during  its  continuance  the  pupils 
were  widely  dilated.  The  patient  remained  unconscious  ;  but  there  was 
neither  pallor  nor  suffusion  of  the  face.  Thirty  seconds  afterwards,  a 
period  of  muscular  relaxation  succeeded,  a  fresh  attack  followed,  during 
which  there  was  more  marked  opisthotonos,  much  more  noise,  but  no 
frothing  at  the  mouth.  Pupils  still  dilated,  though  perhaps  not  so  much 
so  as  at  first,  while  the  skin  was  slightly  suffused  ;  but  there  Avas  no  duski- 
ness. Duration,  one  and  a  half  minute.  Ten  o'clock  and  thirty  seconds, 
after  slight  relaxation  and  subsidence  of  movements,  the  lateral  jactitation 
of  the  head  again  began  ;  and  at  ten  o'clock  and  one  minute  a  violent  ac- 
cession of  clonic,  and  afterwards  tonic  spasms  made  their  appearance. 
The  eyeballs  had  throughout  been  uncovered,  and  at  first  were  stationary 
and  immovable,  or  almost  so ;  but  now  they  were  agitated  by  nystagmatic 
movements,  and  the  pupils  were  dilated.  This  paroxysm  lasted  but  thirty 
seconds.  At  ten  o'clock  and  three  minutes  tiiere  was  another  seizure, 
during  which  the  left  sterno-cleido-mastoideus  wjis  involved  in  a  prolonged 
tonic  contraction.  The  pui)ils  now  ]jartially  returned  to  their  normal  con- 
dition, which  was  one  of  slight  dilatation  ;  and  at  ten  o'clock  and  four 
iuinvtes  the  patient  became  semi-conscious,  answered  questions  in  mono- 
syllables, and  after  a  few  minutes  recovered  entirely.  The  pulse  suffered 
no  variation,  except,  perhaps,  after  two  minutes  had  elapsed  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  seizure,  when  it  seemed  to  increase  in  volume,  and  perhaps 
sliglitly  in  rapidity.      There  was  an  entire  absence  of  any  external 
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cv'ulcnce  of  asphyxia,  which  is  so  marked  in  the  more  familiar  form  of 

epilepsy.  ,  .  .       i  ,      •  i 

I  luive  aso.crtaiiKMl  that  the  convulsions  may  be  precipitated  by  simply 

blowing  into  the  external  auditory  meatus. 

Diagnosis  Epileptic  attacks  may  be  mistaken  for  the  convulsions 

of  Bright's  disease,  infantile  convulsions,  hysteria,  alcoholism,  opium 
iwisoning,  syncope,  and  softening,  and  the  disease  is  occasionally  simu- 
lated by'nialingerei-s  and  others.    I  may  briefly  disjiose  of  the  above  : 

1.  Ur.T?mic  convulsions  are  generally  preceded  by  drowsiness  or  coma, 
delirium,  and  stertor.  The  limbs  may  be  oedematous,  and  the  urine  con- 
tains albumen: 

2.  Infantile  convulsions  from  worms,  dentition,  and  other  eccentric 
causes,  are  usually  attended  by  a  febrile  condition.  The  convulsions  are 
of  short  duration,  and  are  characterized  by  complete  loss  of  consciousness. 
The  discovery  and  removal  of  the  cause  usually  effect  a  disappearance  of 
the  attacks. 

3.  Hysteria.    (See  article  Hystero-Epilepsy.) 

4.  Alcoholism  and  opium  poisoning  are  characterized  by  a  more  pro- 
tracted stage  of  unconsciousness  and  a  contraction  of  the  pupils  in  the  latter. 

5.  Fainting  attticks  may  resemble  the  petit-mal,  but  there  are  no 
spasms,  and  the  pulse  is  feeble. 

6.  Softening  and  other  organic  states  give  rise  to  convulsions,  but  the 
accompanying  symptoms  should  enable  the  observer  to  make  the  diagnosis 
in  every  instance. 

Simulated  convulsions  may  deceive  a  careless  person,  but  the  normal 
condition  of  the  pupil,  and  the  eagerness  of  the  individual  to  play  his  part 
perfectly  which  lie  does  not  do,  lead  to  the  detection  of  the  imjiosition  ; 
and  the  excessive  pallor  of  the  first  stage  can  never  be  simulated. 

The  syphilitic  form  of  the  disease  resembles  much  the  ordinary  variety, 
but  in  some  instances  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  distinguish  its 
specific  nature,  as  of  course  the  treatment  is  entirely  different  from  that 
emjdoyed  in  the  non-specific  disease.  Buzzard,  who  has  given  us  an 
admirable  little  work  on  the  .syphilitic  neuroses,  lays  gi'eat  stress  upon  the 
necessity  of  recognizing  the  variety  of  pain  as  a  differential  symptom. 

"  If  jiain  in  the  head  be  associated  with  convulsive  attacks,"  he  says, 
"  it  generally  precedes  the  attack  in  syphilitic  convulsions,  and  is  often 

localized  in  one  particular  spot  In  simple  epilepsy  (if  it  be 

present)  it  almost  always  follows  the  fit,  is  diffused  over  the  forehead,  and 
is  at  no  time  a  strongly  marked  symptom."  The  age  of  the  patient,  and 
the  time  from  which  the  attacks  date,  are  also  of  great  importance  in  this 
connection.  It  is  not  probable  that  syphilitic  epilepsy  would  begin  early 
in  life,  or,  at  least,  before  puberty,  but  simple  epilepsy  dates  from  early 
childhood. 

Prognosis. — The  duration  of  the  disease  has  much  to  do  with  the 
prognosis,  and  the  mode  of  origin,  form  of  expression,  and  complicating 
conditions  must  all  be  considered  before  an  opinion  is  given.  If  the 
disease  be  of  idiopatiiic  origin,  or  if  it  be  due  to  violence,  i.  e.,  injuries  to 
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the  head,  the  prognosis  is  bud.  If  it  be  due  to  eccentric  causes  or  sypliilis, 
there  is  reason  to  be  hopeful.  Ilei-cdilary  ])rcdisposition  is  an  obstacle  in 
our  patli  which  sometimes  blocks  the  way  to  a  cure.  I  have  found  that 
the  petit  mul  is  also  less  amenable  to  treatment  than  the  severe  foi-m, 
and  that  it  is  pretty  sure  to  produce  an  impaired  mental  condition. 

Reynolds  thinks  that  the  attacks  which  recur  ra[)i<llyare  more  amenable 
than  those  which  take  place  at  long  intervals,  but  this  has  not  been  my 
experience.  If  there  be  any  considerable  congenital  lack  of  intelligence 
the  case  may  be  considered  as  incurable.  The  unfavorable  conditions  are 
the  occurrence  of  a  great  many  attacks  in  a  short  space  of  time,  the  biting 
of  the  tongue,  and  a  condition  which  has  been  known  as  the  "  status  epi- 
lepticus,"  in  which  there  are  a  comatose  condition,  and  a  number  of  fits 
in  close  succession.  Death  from  epilepsy  is  not  common,  and  I  know  of 
but  six  fatal  cases :  five  from  the  disease,  and  one  from  falling  upon  a 
sharp  iron  point  which  penetrated  the  orbit. 

Treatment — Before  entering  upon  the  discussion  of  particular  modes 
of  treatment,  I  desire  again  to  refer  to  certain  etiological  facts  which  bear 
to  a  great  extent  upon  the  selection  of  remedies. 

I  may  be  pai-doned  for  calling  attention  to  practical  points  which 
may  appear  unimportant  to  some;  but  an  experience  gained  from  the 
management  of  a  great  many  cases  teaches  me  that  they  are  to  be  carefully 
considered  in  selecting  a  plan  of  treatment.  These  simple  indications,  I 
am  convinced,  ai'e  too  often  overlooked  even  by  painstaking  and  careful 
medical  men.  I  allude  to  the  necessity  for  discovering  the  exciting  cause. 
T  am  every  day  made  to  feel  that  the  idiopathic  cases  do  not  form  so  large 
a  proportion  as  they  were  once  thought  to.  With  this  belief  I  am  satis- 
fied that  empiricism  and  routine  management  are  bad  methods.  Any  one 
who  examines  all  his  cases  thoroughly  will  recognize  the  delicate  shades 
in  epilepsy,  variations  which  are  exhibited  in  other  diseases  presenting 
more  pronounced  and  better  defined  symptoms  ;  consequently  there  are 
evidences  of  pathological  action,  which  are  not  always  grouped  alike,  and 
therefore  all  cases  are  not  to  be  treated  in  the  same  manner.  I  ascribe 
the  moderate  success  I  have  had  in  the  management  of  this  disease  to  the 
recognition  of  these  differences. 

Not  only  may  obstinate  epilepsy  result  from  masturbation,  but  it  may 
be  due  to  many  of  the  diseases  of  women,  and  it  is  produced  by  eccentric 
irritations  of  various  kinds,  or  by  centric  irritation,  such  as  may  be  asso- 
ciated with  toxjemia. 

Sir  Chai-les  Locock'  called  attention  to  many  cases  he  had  treated 
where  uterine  irritation  was  the  exciting  cause;  and  I  think  others  have 
had  the  same  experience.  In  one  of  Locock's  Ciises  the  patient  wixs 
affected  particularly  at  the  menstrual  periods. 

Some  of  these  peripheral  causes  are  curious  in  the  extreme.  Through 
tlie  kindness  of  Dr.  Gibncy,  of  New  York,  I  w:xs  enabled  to  see  a  child 
who  had  accidentally  injured  her  ear  with  her  parasol,  the  brass  tip  of 
which  remained  for  some  time  imbedded  in  the  external  auditory  meatus. 


'  Med.  Times  and  Gazette,  May  23,  1853. 
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As  a  result,  convulsions  of  mi  epileptic  character  were  caused,  and  it  was 
not  until  some  time  afterward  that  the  foreign  body  was  discovered  and 
removed.  In  another  case  I  treated,  tlie  epilepsy  was  unmistakably  due 
to  a  bad  habit  tlie  woman  had  of  wearing  a  number  of  heavy  garments 
about  her  hips,  whicli  produced  some  uterine  change.  When  this  condi- 
tion of  affairs  was  noticed,  and  the  skirts  removed,  slie  immediately  re- 
covered. At  the  root  of  many  epilepsies,  as  well  as  other  neuroses,  are 
reflex  causej^the  starting-point  being  the  organs  of  digestion,  or  those 
contained  in  the  pelvis.  Of  course  the  varieties  of  epilepsy  of  an  idio- 
pathic nature,  or  those  caused  by  traumatism  or  organic  disease,  will  defy 
the  best  efforts  of  the  pliysicians. 

In  prescribing  for  our  patient  there  are  five  indications  to  observe  :— 

1.  Removal  of  exciting  causes,  if  possible. 

2.  The  diminution  of  exaggerated  reflex  susceptibility  of  the  medulla. 
.3.  Equalization  of  cranial  circulation. 

4.  Abortion  of  paroxysms. 

5.  Improvement  of  general  condition. 

For  the  accomplishment  of  these,  it  is  imperative  that  a  judicious  and 
discreet  selection  of  di-ugs  should  be  made  ;  and  among  those  which  are 
the  most  effective  I  may  mention : — 

Tlie  Bromides  :  sodium,  potassium,  ammonium,  calcium,  lithium,  iron. 

Clilorol  hydrate.  Mercury. 

Belladonna.  Arsenic. 

Digitalis.  Amyl-nitrite. 

Strychnine.  Tri-nitro-glycerin. 

Ero-ot.  Cod-liver  oil. 

(FF.  23,  84,  29,  44,  77,  76,  43,  85,  86,  32.) 
I  have  not  classified  these  remedies,  as  it  is  unnecessary  to  do  so  ;  but 
will  now  say  a  -word  in  regard  to  their  usefulness. 

No  one  drug  can  be  declared  a  specific,  as  I  am  sorry  to  see  has  been 
done ;  and  we  must  not  be  too  eager  to  accept  the  sanguine  results  of 
certain  over-enthusiastic  authorities,  and  be  governed  thereby.  I  allude 
more  especially  to  the  almost  universal  use  of  the  bromides  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  everything  else,  and  also  to  their  employment  in  quantities  whicli 
often  ruin  the  patients,  or,  at  any  rate,  produce  a  condition  of  diminished 
vitality,  whicli  is  inconsistent  with  any  hope  of  success.  Radcliffe's^  idea 
in  this  respect  is  a  good  one :  "  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  thera- 
peutics of  convulsion  must  be  based  upon  the  notion  that  vital  power  has 
to  be  reinforced,  and  not  upon  tlie  contrary  opinion."  What  the  proper 
dose  is  has  not  been  clearly  settled  by  any  one.  There  are  neurologists 
who  believe  in  toxic  doses,  and  there  are  others  who  prescribe  quantities 
which  are  almost  small  enough  to  be  inert.  In  England  it  has  been  the 
custom  to  prefer  the  very  small  doses.  I  have  seen  the  prescription  of  a 
very  distinguished  general  practitioner,  who  thinks  five  grains  of  the 
bromide  of  potassium  a  sufficient  dose.    Ringer*  recommends  from  30  to 


'  Pain,  Epilepsy,  and  Pav.alysis,  p.  215. 
2  Handbook  of  Therapeutics,  p.  92. 
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GO  grains  in  the  day;  lladcliffe,*  45  grains  ;  Russell  Reynolds,"  30  to  90 
grains  ;  Bartliolow,"  30  to  240  ;  and  Hammond,*  90  to  240  grains  during 
the  day. 

liandfichl  Jones^  remarks  that  there  is  a  great  difFerence  in  tlie  tole- 
rance of  individuals  in  regard  to  the  bromides — some  persons  not  being 
able  to  stand  five  grains,  while  others  will  not  be  afFected  by  doses  of  ]e8s 
than  forty  grains. 

My  own  experience  has  taught  me  tliat  I  lie  best  effect  can  be  gained  by 
the  repeated  administration  of  sixty  grains  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  The 
larger  doses  produce  ra|)id  bromism,  while  the  medium  dose  seems  to  be 
better  appropriated,  but  will  do  just  as  iiuich  mischief  in  the  Avay  of 
bromism  as  the  larger  ones,  if  given  for  a  length  of  time.  My  records 
show  me  that  the  average  time  for  development  of  symptoms  of  tliis  kind 
is  about  three  months,  while  aniBsthesia  of  the  fauces  is  produced  in  a  few 
weeks,  or  even  a  much  shorter  time  ;  and  I  agree  witli  others  that  it  is 
necessary  to  produce  this  condition  before  we  can  say  that  the  medicine 
has  produced  its  physiological  effect.  But  wlien  once  reached,  the  further 
toxic  action  of  the  drug  is  deleterious  instead  of  beneficial.  Brown- 
S^quard  considers  the  appearance  of  acne  to  be  an  indication  that  tlie 
medicine  has  begun  to  do  its  work,  in  which  opinion  he  is  joined  by  Dr. 
Putnam-Jacobi.*  Voisin'  considers  the  "  point  of  saturation  to  be  indicated 
by  the  anesthesia  of  the  pharynx  and  nares,  so  that  in  one  case  nausea  is 
not  produced  by  titillation  with  a  spoon,  and  in  the  other  sneezing  and 
weeping  do  not  follow  the  introduction  of  a  straw  into  the  nasal  cavitj'." 
I  should  consider  the  latter  a  rather  severe  test.  According  to  Uanton,* 
the  bromides  act  as  vascular  medicaments,  diminishing  excito-niotor 
power.  They  act  on  the  unstriped  muscular  fibre,  producing  local  anx- 
mia,  and  moderating  excitation  resulting  from  temporary  or  permanent 
congestion.  They  are  agents  that  pass  very  rapidly  into  the  blood 
(Ringer),^  and  consequently  their  effects  are  very  immediate,  and  they 
accumulate  till  the  point  of  saturation  is  reached  before  they  are  elimi- 
nated in  anything  like  considerable  amounts."  We  are  all  aware  that 
repeated  and  large  doses  of  tliese  drugs  are  followed  by  a  most  disagreea- 
ble and  pernicious  state  of  affairs.  Voisin'"  has  referred  to  two  forms  of 
bromism,  which  he  has  divided  into  the  slow  and  rapid.  In  the  first  the 
complexion  becomes  muddy,  the  eyes  sunken,  sight  and  hearing  poor,  and 
memory  obscure.    The  patient  cannot  write,  and  cannot  express  himself, 


'  Op.  eit.,  p.  202. 

2  Op.  cit.,  p.  323,  vol.  ii. 

^  Materia  Mediea  and  Therapeutics,  p.  371. 

*  Clinical  Lectures  on  Nervous  Diseases. 

^  Functional  Nervous  Disease,  p.  325. 

Oral  communication  before  Am.  Neurological  Association. 
'  Voisin,  Archiv.  de  Medecine,  Jan.  1873. 

8  Danton,  Thfese  de  Paris,  1874. 

9  0]).  cit.,  p.  91. 

'0  Voison,  Archiv.  de  M6decinc,  Jan.  1873. 
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as  he  forgets  words  ;  there  is  treimilousness.  In  tlie  otlier  variety  of  the 
slow  form  there  is  dementia,  or  delirium  witli  maniacal  outbursts.  Ataxia 
is  also  a  feature  of  this  variety.  In  the  rapkl  form— that  with  which  we 
are  most  familiar—somnolence,  headache,  uncertain  walk,  difliculty  of 
speech,  loss  of  expression,  "  fishiness"  of  the  eyes,  drooling  of  saliva,  etc. 
etc.,  are  the  ordinary  symptoms. 

Various  grades  of  toxa-mia,  or  even  a  state  Avhich  Voisin^  calls  the 
"  cachexie  bromiqne,"  and  which  terminates  in  a  typhoid  condition,  may 
result  from  a  reckless  use  of  this  drug. 

As  regards  the  variety  of  bromide,  I  think  the  sodic  is  the  most  reliable 
and  stable,  the  potassic  salt  varying  very  much  in  strength.  The  others 
either  have  a  tendency  to  deliquesce,  or  are  expensive.  It  will  be  advis- 
able to  keep  the  solution  in  a  tight-stoppered  bottle,  and  have  fresh  quan- 
tities put  up  constantly,  as  it  is  very  apt  to  undergo  changes — in  which 
the  bromine  is  evolved.  And  now  a  word  regarding  the  time  of  adminis- 
tration. It  has  been  shown  repeatedly  that  these  salts  are  much  better 
absorbed  when  the  stomach  is  empty.  I  have  found  also  that  a  heavy  dos(^ 
at  night  is  apt  to  do  more  good  than  if  the  amount  prescribed  is  equally 
divided  up  through  the  day.  In  a  great  many  patients  I  have  found  the 
attacks  to  occur  at  the  waking  hour,  and  I  suppose  this  is  due  to  the  sudden 
change  in  the  cerebral  circulation.  A  mild  diffusive  stimulant  has  over- 
come  this,  and  in  many  cases  warded  off  the  attack.  I  direct  my  patients 
who  have  their  convulsion  at  this  time  to  keep  a  glass  or  a  small  quantity 
of  spts.  ammonite  aroraaticus  near  at  hand,  to  be  taken  before  rising. 
Cold  douches  to  the  head  are  valuable.  If  the  attacks  be  irregular,  it  will 
be  found  necessary  to  divide  the  dose. 

The  treatment  of  the  disease  in  women  should  be  directed  as  well  to  the 
pelvic  organs.  It  will  be  found  that  the  bromides  will  markedly  affect  the 
flow,  and  relieve  the  pain  or  uneasiness  which  is  connected  with  the  men- 
strual period.  Locally  I  have  found  that  cold  applied  for  a  few  minutes 
daily  over  the  ovaries  will  modify  the  attacks  should  they  be  connected 
with  irritation  of  any  of  the  pelvic  viscera.  The  progress  of  the  disease 
should  be  soon  modified  by  the  doses  I  have  recommended ;  and  it  will  be 
seen  by  the  table  condensed  from  that  prepared  by  Dr.  PloUis,'  that  even 
smaller  doses  modified  or  cured  the  majority  of  the  cases  he  cites.  At  the 
Epileptic  and  Paralytic  Hospital,  where  most  of  the  cases  are  the  very 
worst  that  can  be  collected  as  regards  chronicity,  I  find  that  sixty  grains 
a  day  will  cut  short  the  attacks  of  a  great  many  patients,  and  I  have 
cured  a  number  of  private  patients  by  this  method.  Dr.  HoUis'  cases 
were  not  selected,  and  are  evidently  hospital  patients,  like  my  own. 


'  British  Medical  Journal,  July  1,  1876,  p.  4. 
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Analysis  of  Eleven  Cases  of  Epilepsy. 
S.  B.— Sodic  bromide.         P.  B.— Potassic  bromide. 


0) 

A  vora;f  e 

U 

No.  of 

"o 

Sex  and 

Duration  of 

attacks 

Maximum 

Minimum 

Diminu- 

liomarks. 

o 

ago. 

disoaso. 

before 

dose. 

dose. 

tion. 

!ei 

treatment.  ' 

1 

Malo, 

15 

Sluoo  birth 

1-2  weekly 

S.B.  gr.  XX. 

S.B.  gr.  XV. 

2  In  S  vvAplf  A 

Weak  Intellect. 

Male, 

t.  i.  d. 

t.  1.  d. 

2 

22 

Two  years 

1-2  weekly 

S.B.  (jr.  XV. 

1  III        w  ith 

lyiHoaso  lollowod 
Kunstroko;  tri'at- 
lucn  t  las  ted  tU  ree 

Malo, 

mouths. 

3 

2j 

One  year 

1  or  more 
in  wook, 
s'lmetinies 
many  in  a 

S.B.  XXV., 
I'.B.  fc'r. 

XXX. 

S.B.  gr.  Ij. 

weeks 

Hard  drinker, 
fcelilo  iiitollApf  * 

mitnusiiiin  ti'ilf 
j/i^tivnsi  UlU  Sail. 

inert. 

Fomalci 

day 

4 

2 

18  months 

1-2  weekly, 
snniotinifis 

Very  small 
doses 

None  in  8 
weeks 

Fits  followed  den- 
tition ;  rickety 
constitution. 

0 

Foinalo 

Ono  year 

iu  a  day 

18 

1  iu  week 

S.B.  gr.xxx  Gr.  xx. 

None  in  4 

Tuberculous  dis- 

Male, 

weeks 

ease. 

6 

IS 

Five  years 

4  in  week 

S.B.  gr.  XV. 

None  from  5 

No  affection  of 

Female 

S.B.  gr.  XX. 

week-s 

inlbllect. 

7 

11 

Five  years 

2-3  in  weelc 

S.B.  gr.  XV. 

1  In  5  w'ks 

Followed  a  blow  ; 
subject  to  head- 

S.B. gr.  XV. 

ache. 

S 

Female,  17 

Several 

Sometimes 

None  after 

Has  bitten  tongue 

months 

4-1  daily 

treatment 

9 

Malo, 

20 

19  years 

2-3  weekly 

S.B.  gr.  xl. 

S.B.  gr.  XV. 

No  fits  for 
2  weeks 

No  aura. 

10 

Male, 

13 

Two  years 

3  weekly 

S.B.  gr.xxv  S.B.  gr.  xv. 

1  in  3  w'ks 

Well  developed 

disease,  fades 

epileptica  well 

S.B.  gr.  XX. 

marked. 

11 

Male, 

2j 

11  years 

1  in  2  weeks 

1  in  5  w'ks 

No  fits  since  lie- 
ginning  of  treat- 
ment. 

By  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  from  fifteen  to  twenty  grains  of  the 
sodic  salt  were  required  to  immediately  decrease  the  number  of  attacks. 

Below  will  be  found  two  tables.  In  one  are  tabulated  the  interesting 
features  of  twelve  cases  of  epilepsy.  They  are  old  hospital  patients,  aud 
had  applied  for  admission  after  outside  treatment  had  been  exhausted. 
Even  here  the  bromides,  in  the  doses  I  have  given,  seem  to  do  much  for 
the  sufferers.  Traumatism  and  actual  insanity  make  the  prognosis  as  bad 
as  it  well  can  be,  and  treatment  is  simply  palliative.  Large  doses  have 
aggravated  many  of  these  cases. 

The  other  observations  are  selected  from  my  note-book,  and  are  illus- 
trative of  the  efficacy  of  the  dose  I  have  advocated.  Bromism  occurred  in 
spite  of  all  I  could  do  in  most  of  them,  though  it  was  a  mild  form  and 
under  control.  The  patients  Avere  all  of  the  better  class,  and  of  course 
had  all  the  advantages  of  comfortable  homes,  attentive  friends,  substantial 
food  and  good  air,  although  many  of  them  were  inclined  to  over-eating,  as 
in  fact  all  epileptics  are.  In  this  respect  there  is  an  advantage  in  fovor 
of  the  poorer  patients,  who  cannot  obtain  rich  food. 
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And  now  regarding  the  largo  doses.  If  the  idea  is  to  tlioroiiglily  ruin 
the  patient's  liealtli,  enfeeble  his  mind,  or  perhaps  <lrive  iiim  to  an  asylum, 
the  toxic  administration  may  be  indulged  in.  It  is  very  true  that  some- 
times a  rapid  restoration  may  be  brought  about  by  "iron  and  (piinine;" 
hut  there  are  many  cases  Avhere  the  recovery  is  not  quite  so  complete  us 
one  could  wish  for.  Memory  is  enfeebled,  and  there  is  a  cachexia  wliicii 
remains  for  an  indefinite  time.  A  darker  side  of  the  picture  is  not  always 
displayed  when  brilliant  results  are  detailed.  This  is  the  list  of  demented 
and  those  that  have  died.  My  friend,  Dr.  Janeway,  was  present  at  the 
autopsies  of  two  patients  who  died  brominized,  for  certainly  the  examina- 
tions disclosed  no  other  cause  for  death.  I  myself  have  seen  several 
demented  cases,  and  I  have  no  doubt  otiiers  could  tell  the  same  story.  I 
have  used  the  bromides  in  combination  with  chloral  hydrate,  and  have 
obtained  the  most  excellent  effects.  Such  good  results  as  diminished  stu- 
por and  eruption  follow  the  administration  of  equal  parts  of  chloral  and 
tlie  bromide  of  sodium.^ 

Belladonna  and  its  alkaloids  are  of  great  value  when  the  seizures  occur 
in  the  daytime,  or  are  of  the  variety  known  as  petit  mal.  I  have  injected 
the  sulphate  of  atropia  in  gr.  doses  beneath  the  skin  at  the  back  of  the 
neck  with  good  effect,  and  have  used  it  in  the  manner  directed  by 
Trousseau.  In  either  way  it  should  be  administered  until  dryness  of  the 
throat  is  obtained,  and  should  be  given  a  patient  trial.  The  property 
possessed  by  belladonna  of  blunting  reflex  susceptibility  assures  it  a  great 
advantage  over  other  methods  of  treatment,  when  there  are  centres  of  irri- 
tation such  as  in  gastric  epilepsy. 

In  ergot  we  have  a  remedy  which  controls  the  cranial  circulation  much 
more  readily  than  any  drug  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  As  the  object  is  to 
<liminish  the  congestion  at  the  floor  of  the  fourth  ventricle,  its  combination 
M-ith  the  bromides  greatly  increases  the  action  of  the  latter.  Ergotin  may 
be  given  alone  in  the  form  of  Bonjeau's  capsules. 

To  TyrrelP  belongs  the  credit  of  suggesting  strychnine.  He  believes 
that  this  remedy  controls  excitation  of  the  medulla  oblongata.  In  one 
individual  who  averaged  fifty-one  attacks  in  a  month,  the  number  Avas 
reduced  by  the  strychnine  to  eleven  in  two  years,  tiandfield  Jones  does 
not  favor  the  remedy,  nor  do  others,  although  it  has  advocates  in  this 
country.  In  small  doses  it  certainly  does  good;  but  I  have  found  that  in 
larger  doses  than      gr.,  ter  in  die,  it  rather  aggravates  the  disease. 

Arsenic  is  excellent,  both  for  its  anti-periodic  and  alterative  action,  and 
as  an  agent  to  relieve  the  acne.  Clemens,  of  Frankfort,  has  lately  advo- 
cated the  bromide  of  arsenic,  but  in  such  small  doses  as  to  seem  useless. 
He  claims  for  it  remarkable  virtue  Avhen  the  disease  depends  upon  idiocy, 
and  appears  in  patients  with  deformity  of  the  skull.  He  reports  two 
cures. 


^ '  While  these  pages  are  going  tln-ough  the  press  the  preliminary  report  of  the 
New  York  Therapeutical  Society  confirms  what  I  have  said  in  re-^ard  to  this 
iiuxture,  which  is  undoubtedly  the  best.  ° 
^  Med.  Times  and  Gazette,  May  and  August,  18G7. 
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Where  there  is  an  irreguhirity  of  heart  action,  sluggish  circuhition, 
blueness  or  duskiness  of  the  sldn,  I  tliink  digitalis  is  indicated;  in  fact,  I 
generally  use  it  in  every  chronic  case.  It  is  a  drug  well  tolerated  by 
epileptics,  who  can  take  it  in  surprisingly  large  doses. 

An  agent  has  been  lately  given  to  tiie  profession  which  seemed  all  that 
was  needed  at  first,  but  which  I  am  convinced  is  very  much  over-estimated, 
except  as  an  abortant.  I  speak  of  the  amyl  nitrite,  Drs.  Weir  Mitchell, 
Zeigler,  and  Alexander  Mcliride,  as  well  as  several  foreign  writers,  have 
praised  it,  and  several  cures  have  been  reported.  In  epilepsy  there  seems 
to  be  a  "iiabit"  (if  I  may  use  the  expression)  or  tendency  to  periodicity. 
Amyl  is  well  adapted  to  stop  this,  as  is  any  other  remedy  of  the  same 
class.  Crichton  Browne  alludes  to  the  effects  of  this  drug  upon  tlie  status 
epilepticus.  His  patient  had  had  a  great  succession  of  fits,  and  was  at 
the  point  of  death ;  the  pupils  were  contracted  to  an  intense  degree,  pulse 
11 G,  temperature  102°,  with  stertorous  breatliing.  Voluntary  movements 
and  yawning  were  caused  by  inhalation  of  the  amyl  nitrite,  and  the  pa- 
tient subsequently  raised  his  head,  looked  about  him,  and  recovered.  Dr. 
Browne  relates  ten  other  cases  which  were  seen  with  Dr.  Mierson. 

Dr.  C.  Steketec^  drawls  the  following  conclusions  in  regard  to  the  action 
of  this  drug  in  epilepsy : — 

"It  exerts  an  important  influence  where  the  epilepsy  is  due  to  or  con- 
nected with  cerebral  anosmia,  for  the  reason  that  it  'anticipates  the  attack 
when  there  are  prodromata ;  cuts  off  the  attack  when  it  appears ;  relieves 
symptoms  due  to  interrupted  innervation  after  the  attack;  and  the  attacks 
become  less  frequent'  "  (?by  the  author).  He  also  considers  it  injurious 
where  the  attacks  are  due  to  cerebral  hyperasmia,  for  the  reason  that  they 
last  longer  and  become  more  frequent,  and  when  either  maniacal  or  con- 
vulsive, increase  in  intensity. 

My  own  experience  with  amyl  nitrite  has  clearly  settled  in  my  mind 
the  fact  that  it  has  great  virtues  in  cutting  short  or  averting  attacks,  but 
that  it  has  no  permanent  influence.  Whether  we  can  or  cannot  make  the 
delicate  distinctions  of  Dr.  Steketec,  futiye  clinical  experiences  I  think 
must  decide.  Those  who  have  used  it  say  that  it  does  good  in  a  very  lim- 
ited number  of  cases ;  and  it  is  a  difficult  task  to  decide  which  are  to  be 
benefited.  I  have  tried  it  in  every  grade  of  epilepsy,  and  find  in  some  of 
the  worst  cases,  where  the  fits  occur  all  through  the  day  with  very  slight 
intervals,  and  even  Avhere  there  is  time  enough  to  be  prepared,  that  it  is 
often  of  no  avail.  It  may  be  given  inclosed  in  the  little  glass  capsules 
invented  by  Dr.  McBride,  of  New  York,  for  hospital  use,  and  for  patients 
who  are  not  intelligent,  in  alcoholic  solution. 

I  may  be  pardoned  for  bringing  another  remedy  to  the  notice  of  tlie 
jjrofession,  and  one  that  has  never  been  used  for  this  purpose.  I  allude 
to  tri-nitro-glycerine.  Its  reputation  is  almost  enough  to  intimidate  the 
patient,  but  it  is  as  powerful  a  medicinal  agent  as  it  is  an  explosive.  The 


'  Thesis  abstracted  by  Chicago  Journal  of  Nervous  and  Mental  Disease,  April, 
1874,  p.  2G0. 
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tenth  part  of  a  drop  touched  to  the  tongue  is  sufficient  in  a  space  of  time 
which  is  almost  inappreciable  to  produce  a  rapid,  cerebral  hyperaemia. 
The  face  is  fluslied,  the  eyes  become  briglit,  and  tlic  temporal  vessels 
throb,  while  at  the  same  time  there  are  marked  sensations  of  fulness. 
It  produces  more  lasting  congestion  than  does  amyl  nitrite,  is  much  safer, 
and  I  have  found  it  to  act  better  as  an  abortant  than  the  latter.  Any 
good  pluxrmacist  can  prepare  a  solution  containing  one  drop  to  ten  of  alco- 
hol. This  can  be  further  diluted,  so  that  ten  drops  of  alcohol  shall  contain 
one-tenth  of  a  drop  of  the  nitro-glycerine.  It  may  be  kept  safe  in  this 
way,  for  alcohol  prevents  its  explosion,  A  dose  of  a  tenth  of  a  drop  is 
sutKcient  in  the  majority  of  cases. 

Last  of  all,  it  seems  almost  unnecessary  for  me  to  direct  attention  to 
that  most  fomiliar  remedy,  cod-liver  oil,  which  is  so  valuable  in  all  nervous 
diseases. 

Anstie  treated  a  number  of  cases  by  cod-liver  oil  alone,  and  cured  seven 
out  of  twenty  patients  put  upon  this  plan  of  treatment  alone.  In  all  cases 
I  am  convinced  that  it  is  a  valuable  remedy  which  is  not  appreciated  as  it 
should  be.  I  have  witnessed  its  gi'eat  virtues  when  the  bromide  cachexia 
was  profound,  and  believe  that  it  should  always  be  used  in  delicate  sub- 
jects. Pici-otoxin,  a  remedy  recently  brought  forward,  I  have  tried,  and 
consider  valueless. 

The  subjects  of  diet  and  personal  habits  are  very  important  ones — par- 
ticularly as  the  stomach  is  so  often  the  seat  of  irritations  which  are  trans- 
mitted to  the  over-active  centres.  Beyond  the  question  of  over-eating,  it 
has  been  found  that  a  vegetable  diet  is  better  suited  to  this  class  of 
patients.  Mierson,  in  one  of  the  late  volumes  of  the  West  Hiding  Reports, 
publishes  cases,  and  makes  comparisons  between  those  epileptics  placed 
upon  a  meat  and  those  placed  upon  a  vegetable  diet.  The  results  pointed 
to  the  superiority  of  the  latter.  As  the  greater  number  of  epileptics  have 
inordinate  appetites,  the  diet  should  be  strictly  regulated. 

It  is  a  good  plan,  I  think,  to  combine  the  remedies  I  have  alluded  to  ; 
and  I  take  the  liberty  of  presenting  a  prescription  I  have  used  for  several 
years : — 

R.  Strychniaa  sulph.  gr.  j. 
n.  ext.  ergotas,  §iss. 
Sol.  potass,  arsenit.  gij. 
Sodii  bromidi,  ^iss. 
Tr.  digitalis,  giij. 
Aquae  menth.  pip.  ad  giv.— M. 
Sig.— -A  teaspoonful  before  eating,  in  a  half  tumblerful  of  water. 

If  the  attacks  be  of  the  form  known  as  petit  mal,  I  think  either  cro-ot  or 
belladonna  is  our  best  agent.  With  either  form  of  treatment  it  may  be 
found  often  necessary  to  use  auxiliary  general  treatment.  The  syrup  of 
the  combmed  phosphates,  or  the  syrup  of  the  lacto-phospluvte  of  iime,  is 
a  good  adjunct ;  and  salt  baths,  cold  head  douches,  regular  food,  early 
hours,  and  the  breaking  off  of  bad  habits,  will  often  cure  the  disease,  even 
wlien  It  has  lasted  many  years. 
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As  ii  last  resort,  sliould  cuiitiiiiu^d  iiuidicatioii  prove  useless,  tlie  actual 
eautery  or  a  deep  setoii  at  the  hiu-k  oi'  I  lie  neck  will  occasionally  arrest 
these  bad  cases. 

A  variety  of  other  remedies  have  been  suggested  (and  the  list  of  drugs 
alone  would  iill  several  pages  sucli  as  this),  but  as  most  of  them  have  been 
found  ineffi(;acious,  I  do  not  think  it  worth  wliile  to  further  weary  tlie 
jiatience  of  my  readers.  Galvanism,  wliich  lias  been  recommended  by 
Hammond,  I  find  to  have  but  little  value. 


BULBAR  PARALYSIS. 

Synonyms. — Glosso-labio-laryngeal  paralysis  (Hammond)  ;  Glosso- 
laryngeal  paralysis  (Trousseau). 

In  the  year  1841  Duchenne'  first  called  attention  to  a  peculiar  group  of 
symptoms  which  were  connected  with  progressive  degeneration  of  the 
medulla  oblongata;  and  some  years  later  Trousseau^  noticed  it  in  his  admi- 
rable lectures,  and  presented  several  cases  reported  by  Davaine,'  long 
before  Duchenne's  observations  were  published,  but  wliicli  Avere  before 
considered  to  be  examples  of  double  facial  palsy.  Hughlings  Jackson,* 
Dumesnil,^  Charcot,"  and  Joffroy,  Hammond,^  and  lately  Dowse,"  have 
added  new  facts  to  the  literature  of  the  subject. 

The  condition  under  discussion  may  be  described  as  a  disease  character- 
ized by  gradual  loss  of  functions  of  parts  supplied  by  the  nerves  taking  their 
origin  from  the  medulla,  though  the  fifth  nerve  is  rarely  affected. 

It  may  be  the  result  of  morbid  changes  which  are  limited  to  the  floor  of 
the  fourth  ventricle  ;  or,  as  this  region  may  be  the  chance  site  of  sclerosis, 
which  affects  other  parts  as  well.  Such  may  be  the  lesion,  whether 
"  pseudo-bulbar  paralysis"  (the  result  of  arterial  occlusion),  sclerosis,  or 
glosso-labio-laryngeal  paralysis  exists ;  the  special  symptoms  are  alike,  and 
they  appear  one  after  anotlier  as  the  different  nerves  are  involved. 

Symptoms. — The  earliest  expression  of  the  disease  is  a  certain  loss 
of  power  of  the  lips  ;  the  lower  lip  especially.  If  the  individual  attempts 
to  whistle,  his  efforts  may  be  unsuccessful,  and  the  lower  lip  hangs  so  that 
the  mucous  surface  is  largely  exposed.  The  tongue  next  follows,  and  its 
protrusion  by  the  patient  is  a  matter  of  difficulty.  The  individual  is  un- 
able to  bring  the  tip  in  contact  with  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  and  incompe- 
tent to  use  it  in  the  formation  of  certain  consonants  (the  Unguals).  When 
he  tries  to  speak  or  read  aloud  he  finds  great  difficulty  in  pronouncing 


'  Op.  cit.,  2me  edit. 

"  Lectures  on  Clinical  Medicine,  tnms.,  vol.  i.  p.  908. 

3  Quoted  by  Trousseau,  vol.  i.  p.  909. 

''  Philosophical  Transactions,  part  i.,  18G8. 

5  Gaz.  Hebdomadaire,  Juiu,  1859,  p.  390. 

6  Archiv.  de  Physiol.,  torn,  iii.,  1870,  p.  247. 
T  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  p.  502  et  seq. 
8  Brit.  Med.  Journ.,  Nov.  4  aud  11,  187G. 


BULBAll  PARALYSIS. 


337 


words  contiiining  tlic  letters  1,  n,  c,  d,  g,  h,  j,  t,  w  ;  and  in  one  of  Trous- 
seuu's  cuses  tlie  patient  could  not  utter  any  letter  but  a. 

He  may  remain  in  this  condition  for  some  time — say  for  a  year  or  two, 
when  the  tongue  and  lijjs  become  more  extensively  afFectcd  ;  and  not  only 
are  acts  of  a  voluntary  character  impossible,  but  the  automatic  movements 
of  the  tongue  become  almost  totally  embarrassed.  The  use  of  this  organ 
in  the  maiuigement  of  food  during  mastication  and  deglutition  is  much 
impaired,  and  particles  of  food  become  lodged  between  the  teeth  and  the 
gums  and  cheek. 

The  patient's  mouth  is  generally  open,  so  that  his  teeth  are  exposed,  and 
from  eitlier  side  trickles  a  glairy  stream  of  saliva.  Next  he  cannot  arti- 
culate the  labials,  and  consequently  his  speech  becomes  worse  than  ever. 

His  face  wears  an  inane  expression,  and  he  is  apt  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  in  the  street  by  his  open  mouth  and  silly  appearance. 
The  condition  of  the  tongue  has  been  noted  by  Dowse  ;  its  ])apilla3  become 
atrophied,  and  the  surface  very  smooth.  I  have  noticed  that  there  is  no 
loss  of  the  sense  of  taste  at  any  time. 

The  palate  next  becomes  the  seat  of  the  paralysis,  and  the  pharyngeal 
muscles  are  so  weak  that  deglutition  is  at  first  difficult,  and  finally  impos- 
sible.^ Fluids  are  especially  troublesome  to  swallow,  and  are  ajit  to  be 
regurgitated  through  the  nares,  and  the  voice  becomes  nasal  and  metallic 
as  the  upper  pai't  of  the  vocal  apparatus  becomes  involved. 

The  facial  expression,  always  a  marked  feature  of  the  disease,  is  now- 
very  pitiable.  The  tongue  lies  in  the  bottom  of  the  moutli  utterly 
devoid  of  power,  so  that  the  patient  cannot  protrude  it,  and  it  becomes 
useless  for  all  purposes.  If  the  posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx  be  irritated, 
there  is  none  of  the  reflex  response  which  is  so  marked  in  the  normal 
state,  but  only  pain  is  produced.  Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  noticed 
in  one  of  Dr.  Dowse's  patients. 

The  epiglottis  does  not  cover  the  larynx  ;  and  there  is  a  tendency  to 
choking  from  the  accidental  introduction  of  food,  so  that  eating  becomes 
a  dangerous  undertaking.  The  voice  grows  very  weak,  and  the  sufferer 
can  no  longer  even  make  the  almost  unintelligible  sounds  which  charac- 
terized the  early  stages  of  his  disease. 

His  breathing  now  becomes  very  irregular,  his  inspirations  are  quite 
slow  and  shallow,  and  he  sinks  from  exhaustion  due  to  insufficient  nourish- 
ment and  becomes  a  mere  wreck,  dragging  himself  about,  and  looking  for- 
ward to  death  as  something  which  alone  is  to  bring  relief.  As  tiie  pneumo- 
gastric  becomes  more  and  more  involved,  the  respiration  undergoes  changes 
which  result  in  asphyxia. 

For  some  time  before  the  end,  his  sufferings  grow  intense.  Mucus 
collects  in  the  bronchi,  which  he  is  unable  to  remove  by  coughing,  and 
he  sits  in  his  chair  with  a  feeling  of  greater  security  than  when  lying 

'  Sometimes  the  bolus  of  food  finds  its  way  into  the  krynx  and  suHbeates  the 
]i;itient. 
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down,  for  in  the  siipino  position  tlie  saliva  finds  its  way  into  the  larynx, 
and  prodncos  sullbcation.  Loss  of  consciousness  or  mental  impairment 
is  never  a  syniptora  of  the  disease  uidess  it  be  of  the  complicated  foi-m. 

The  following  interesting  case  was  reported  recently  by  Dr.  A.  H. 
Smith,'  of  this  city  : — 

The  subject  was  a  clergyman,  aged  sixty-one  years.  About  fifteen  years 
ago,  after  prolonged  and  severe  exercise  of  the  voice  in  preaching,  he  be- 
came hoarse,  and  ultimately  his  voice  failed  so  that  he  could  speak  only 
in  a  whisper. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  year  he  gradually  regained  the  use  of  the  larynx, 
but  as  he  did  so  he  became  sensible  of  an  imperfection  in  his  enunciation 
of  certain  syllables,  especially  those  containing  the  letters  p,  t,  d,  s,  etc. 
This  difficulty  has  increased  until  now  the  power  of  uttering  the  labial 
and  lingual  sounds  is  almost  entirely  lost. 

Later  a  difficulty  in  swallowing  was  gradually  developed,  which  hiU5 
reached  such  a  degree  that  only  warm  fluids  can  be  taken,  and  these  with 
great  care  and  hesitation,  as  they  are  apt  to  cause  strangling,  and  to  re- 
turn through  the  nose.  Mucus  accumuhites  in  the  fauces,  which  he  has 
great  difficulty  in  getting  rid  of,  and  which  causes  a  sense  of  strangulation. 

He  finds  that  the  movements  of  the  tongue  are  very  much  restricted, 
and  he  has  not  the  full  control  of  his  lips. 

His  sight,  taste,  and  smell  are  as  perfect  as  is  usual  in  persons  of  his 
age.    The  sense  of  touch,  even  in  the  paralyzed  parts,  is  not  impaired. 

lie  feels  much  less  distress  when  the  weather  is  Avarm,  and  dreads  the 
approach  of  each  winter. 

Such  is'  the  account  wdiich  the  patient — a  very  intelligent  man — ^gave 
of  himself.  As  to  the  objective  appearances,  the  patient  moved  slowly 
and  feebly,  but  this  was  evidently  the  result  of  mere  debility.  The  next 
notable  thing  at  a  cursory  glance  was  the  expression  of  his  mouth.  The 
orbicularis  muscle  was  entirely  paralyzed,  permitting  the  lower  lip  to  fall 
away  from  the  ujDper,  and  to  become  partly  everted.  There  Avas  also 
relaxation  and  eversion  of  the  upper  lip  from  the  same  cause.  The  leva- 
tores  menti  and  the  depressores  ang.  oris  were  not  involved  in  the  para- 
lysis, and  by  their  aid  the  patient  was  able  to  bring  the  lips  into  contact ; 
but  when  so  approximated  they  projected  forward,  leaving  a  space  be- 
tween them  and  the  teeth,  and  giving  a  very  peculiar  expression  to  the 
face. 

"When  the  mouth  was  opened  the  movements  of  the  tongue  were  ob- 
served to  be  very  slow  and  very  much  restricted.  The  tip  could  not  be 
turned  upward  to  touch  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  nor  backward  beyond  the 
bicuspid  teeth.    The  tongue  was  not  notably  changed  in  shape  or  size. 

All  the  muscles  of  the  soft  palate,  including  the  palato-pharyngi  and 
palato-glossi,  were  paralyzed,  so  that  when  the  head  was  thrown  back- 
ward the  relaxed  velum  fell  of  its  own  weight  against  the  posterior  wall 
of  the  pharjTix.  The  finger  carried  into  the  fauces  produced  scarcely  any 
local  reflex  action,  showing  that  the  constrictors  were  complicated  ;  but 
sensation  was  peifect,  and  the  reflex  action  of  the  stomach  seemed  unim- 
paired, efforts  at  vomiting  being  readily  excited. 

There  was  a  very  profuse  secretion  of  mucus  from  the  larynx  and 


'  Med.  Record,  Nov.  24,  1877. 
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pliiU'Vnx,  Avhich  was  gotten  rid  of  with  tlic  utmost  difficulty.  Tliere  being 
perfect  inability  to  contract  the  cavity  of  the  pharynx,  the  air  whicii  -was 
forced  from  the  larynx  in  the  act  of  hawking  escaped  into  a  groat  loose 
bag,  instead  of  into  a  narrow,  firm  passage,  and  thus  it  failed  to  drive  the 
mucus  before  it.  Tlic  paralysis  of  the  soft  palate  added  to  the  difficulty, 
for  when  by  great  labor  a  portion  of  mucus  was  couglied  up  into  the  back 
part  of  the  moutii,  the  non-closure  of  the  isthmus  faucium  permitted  it  to 
fall  back  again  ujion  the  larynx. 

Examination  with  the  mirror  showed  that  the  laryngeal  muscles  re- 
tained their  activity,  and  the  cords,  with  the  exception  of  slight  hyperae- 
mia,  were  normal.    Tlie  resi)iratory  muscles  were  as  yet  unimpaired. 

In  this  case  it  is  not  i)robable  that  the  loss  of  voice,  which  occuri-ed  in 
the  early  stage  of  the  disease,  was  owing  to  a  central  lesion,  since,  after  a 
year  had  j^sissed,  the  larynx  gradually  regained  its  power.  Moreover, 
laiyngeal  paralysis  of  bulbar  origin  does  not  usually  occur  in  this  associa- 
tion until  after  the  paralysis  of  the  lips,  tongue,  and  soft  palate  has  become 
well-marked.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  the  aphonia  was  the  result  of 
a  catarrhal  affection,  and  that  if  life  continues  long  enough  there  will  be 
a  return,  but  this  time  from  advancing  changes  in  the  medulla. 

The  greater  ease  in  swallowing  warm  fluids  is  characteristic  of  dyspha- 
gia from  almost  any  cause.  Thus  it  is  observed  in  both  organic  and  spas- 
modic stricture  of  the  oesophagus,  and  also  when  dysphagia  results  from 
the  pressure  of  a  tumor. 

Dowse^  considers  the  disease  to  be  either  progressive,  stationary,  or  re- 
trogressive,  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  single  case  of  the  last  variety,  which  he 
publishes,  I  should  not  be  prepared  to  accept  the  two  latter  divisions. 
This  he  calls  refiex  bulbar  paralysis.  His  patient,  a  woman  aged  59, 
suffered  from  Bright's  disease  and  inflammation  of  the  maxillary  and 
parotid  glands.  After  her  recovery  from  the  last-mentioned  condition, 
there  was  paralysis  of  the  hypoglossal,  facial,  and  spinal  accessory  nerves, 
as  well  as  the  third  division  of  the  fifth.  The  vocal  cords  acted  feebly, 
and  she  could  scarce  speak  in  a  whisper,  being  able  to  jDronounce  only  the 
linguals  r  and  s,  and  could  not  protrude  her  tongue ;  food  lodged  in  the 
cheeks ;  saliva  dribbled  from  the  mouth ;  she  was  unable  to  blow  out  a 
candle,  while  deglutition  was  interfered  with  to  some  extent.  Stranoe  to 
say,  there  has  been  improvement.  It  would  be  well,  however,  if°  Dr. 
Dowse  had  allowed  a  longer  time  to  elapse  before  coming  to  a  conclusion 
in  regard  to  the  retrogressive  character  of  the  disease  in  this  instance,  for 
the  parotitis  may  have  been  simply  a  coincidence.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
tliat  the  history  of  any  genuine  case  thus  far  reported  has  shown  a  ten- 
dency to  progressive  decline  which,  though  delayed  in  some  instances,  has 
nevertheless  steadily  advanced  to  a  fatal  termination. 

Causes — Tlie  disease  is  one  of  middle  age,  and  attacks  men  more 
often  than  women.  It  is  usually  the  result  of  syphilis,  and  sometimes  fol- 
lows exposure  and  mental  worry.  Dowse  considers  the  causes  of  the 
peripheral  symptoms  to  be  the  following:  


•  Brit.  Med.  Journ.,  Nov.  11,  1876,  p.  615. 
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Direct. 

1.  Progressive  interstitial  neuritis. 

2.  Thrombosis. 

3.  Hoiiiorriiiigo.  ^ 

4.  Morbid  growths.   V  Rare. 

5.  Vascular  spasm.  ) 

Indirect. 

1.  Reflex  action  from  periplicnil  irritation, 

2.  Inhibition  from  sliock  to  central  cerebral  e:an":lia. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology — Trousseau's  autopsies  re- 
vealed induration  of  the  medulla,  atrophy  of  tlie  roots  of  the  liypoglossal 
and  spinal  accessory  nerves,  tliickening,  and  gray  discoloration  of  the  dura 
mater  on  a  level  with  tlie  medulla,  wiiicli  extended  as  far  down  as  flie 
roots  of  tlie  fourtli  cervical  pair.  "  Tliis  tiiicliening  wjis  due  to  a  consid- 
erable increase  in  the  amount  of  fibres  of  connective  and  fibro-elastic  tis- 
sue, and  seemed  to  residt  from  a  chronic  congestive  process,  as  sliown  by 
the  great  number  of  capillaries  and  of  deposits  of  hiematin  extemal  to 
them.  Tlie  motor  nerve-roots  of  many  cervical  nerves  were  found  thinner 
than  they  should  be  from  disappearance  of  nerve-tubes,  Tlie  fifth  and 
glosso-pharyngeal  nerve-roots  were  healthy,  and  the  muscular  tissue  of  the 
paralyzed  parts  was  found  to  be  normal." 

Dumeuil  published  a  case  which  was  probably  progressive  atrophy,  but 
some  of  the  symptoms  were  those  of  the  disease  under  consideration.  In 
this  case  there  was  extensive  atrophy  of  the  roots  of  the  hypoglossal, 
pneumogastric,  and  facial  nerves,  as  well  as  a  great  many  other  changes. 

Fox'  considers  an  absolute  or  partial  disappearance  of  the  nerve-tubes, 
with  preservation  of  the  neurilemma  at  the  nerve-roots,  to  be  a  constant 
lesion ;  and  Wilks''  found  the  roots  of  the  hypoglossal  and  spinal  accessory 
nerves  had  undergone  atrophy,  and  become  reduced  to  "  little  thin 
gelatinous  threads." 

Sclerosis  may  occasionally  involve  the  medulla,  and  produce  symptoms 
characteristic  of  loss  of  function  in  the  nerves  to  which  I  have  alluded. 

Charcot^  gives,  among  other  cases,  one  that  involved  the  medulla  ex- 
tensively. A  patient  of  his  presented,  besides  the  ordinary  symptoms  of 
disseminated  sclerosis,  three  months  afterward,  evidences  of  invasion  of 
the  pneumogastric  and  hypoglossal  nerve-roots.  There  were  dyspnoea  and 
dysphagia.  The  patient  was  obliged  to  eat  more  slowly ;  and  oftentimes 
the  food  was  regurgitated  through  the  nostrils.  Death  followed  in  about 
six  weeks  afterwards,  and  was  preceded  by  aspliyxia. 

The  autopsy  revealed  the  following  state  of  the  nervous  centres :  A 
section  made  one  centimetre  below  the  protuberance,  at  the  point  of  origin 


'  Op.  cit.,  p.  234.  "  Guy's  Hosp.  Rep.,  vol.  xv. 

3  L^Qons  sur  les  maladies  du  systemc  nervcux,  Paris,  1872-73.  Pi6miferc 
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of  tlie  trigeminus,  disclosed  a  point  of  sclerosis.  Other  transverse  sections 
were  nnidc  at  the  smaller  part  of  the  olivary  bodies,  and  a  sclerosed  ijatch 
was  discovered.  Another  patch  was  seen  at  the  root  of  the  pneumogastric. 
Examination  by  the  microscope  revealed  a  number  of  broken  nerve-tubes 
and  broken-down  cells  at  the  nuclei  of  the  hypoglossal,  and  traces  oi'  irri- 
tation in  tlie  white  substance  of  Schwann  in  the  pneumogastric  fibres. 
The  pharynx  and  larynx  were  healthy. 

The  observations  of  Lockhart  Clarke  have  shown  the  intimate  relation- 
shi))  of  the  nuclei  of  the  important  cranial  nerves  which  become  atfijcted 
in  bulbar  paralysis.  There  is  a  set  of  nerve-cells  common  to  these  nerves,^ 
and  disease  of  the  nuclei  of  one  nerve  is  very  likely  to  extend  to  others  of 
the  group,  so  that  ultimately  there  is  a  general  invasion,  which  is  bilateral 
and  never  one-sided. 

The  destructive  process  is  probably  myelitis,  as  Leyden  has  suggested, 
and  disappearance  of  the  motor-cells  is  the  direct  cause  of  the  paralysis. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  the  sixth  nerve  invariably  escapes  when  we 
remember  that  it  arises  from  a  common  nucleus  with  the  seventh,  as 
demonstrated  by  Lockhart  Clarke  and  Stilling.  In  regard  to  the  partial 
paralysis  of  the  facial  as  an  early  symptom,  and  the  subsequent  increase 
in  the  area  paralyzed,  we  must  remember  Romberg's  statement  that  in 
organic  brain-disease  the  entire  distribution  is  not  affected,  but  that  the 
fibres  involved  are  those  that  supply  the  muscles  of  the  upper  lip  and  alai 
of  the  nose ;  and  this  is  an  important  point  in  the  diagnosis  from  peripheral 
])aralysis ;  and  Dowse  calls  to  mind  the  fact  that  bilateral  paralysis  of  the 
muscles  supplied  by  the  facial  is  connected  with  lesion  at  the  root  of  the 
nerve. 

The  aphonia  may  result,  according  to  Dumenil,  either  from  paralysis 
of  the  thoracic  muscles,  or  of  those  of  the  larynx.  The  ptyalism  I  am 
inclined  to  ascribe,  in  the  later  stages,  to  paralysis  of  the  chorda  tympani, 
but  agree  with  Hammond  that  the  accumulation  of  saliva  in  the  first  stage 
is  due  more  to  the  patient's  inability  to  swallow  it  than  to  anything  else. 
Respiratory  troubles  may  be  due  to  paralysis  of  the  pneumogastric  and 
its  moto]',  the  spinal  accessoiy. 

Dowse  has  divided  the  disease  into  three  stages  as  regards  the  difficulty 
of  swallowing,  the  first  of  whicli  is  connected  with  paralysis  of  tlie  hypo- 
glossal ;  the  second  with  paralysis  of  the  motor  branches  of  the  glosso- 
pharyngeal; and  the  third  with  paralysis  of  the  spinal  accessory. 

Voisin,  in  speaking  of  the  alterations  in  speech,  defines  them  into  stut- 
tering, drawling,  hesitation,  jabbering,  stammering,  and  quavering.  The 
first  three  are  due  to  lesions  of  the  nerve-tracts  which  pass  from  the  anterior 
cortex  to  the  medulla  oblongata,  and  which  traverse  the  corpora  striata, 
crura  cerebri,  and  pons,  and  are  connected  with  disturbances  of  will. 
The  other  three  have  no  such  origin,  but  depend  upon  incoordination  of 
the  muscles  supplied  by  the  hypoglossal,  facial,  and  glosso-pharyngeal 
nerves. 

Diagnosis — Facial  palsy,  general  paralysis  of  the  insane,  progressive 
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muscular  utro|)liy  und  diplitlici-itic  paralysis  may  suggest  themselves,  and 
some  are  rather  dillioiiU  to  exclude: — 

1.  Facial  palsy  may  be  suggested,  but  as  this  disease  is  of  sudden  origin, 
and  affects  other  muscles  than  tiiose  about  the  mouth,  there  need  be  no 
reason  to  confound  it  with  bulbar  paralysis. 

2.  The  early  symptoms  of  general  paralysis  of  the  insane  somewhat 
resemble  the  initial  symptoms  of  the  disease  of  which  we  are  speaking. 
There  is  tremor  of  the  tongue,  however,  in  addition  to  the  embarrassment 
of  speech  ;  and  subsequent  psychical  symptoms  make  the  diagnosis  clear. 

3.  Progressive  muscular  atrophy  rarely  attacks  the  tongue  primarily, 
and  only  one  case  has  been  reported  (by  Charcot)  where  there  were  any 
bulbar  symptoms.  The  subsequent  atrophy  of  other  muscles  will  dispel 
any  doubts  the  observer  may  have.  The  affection  of  the  medulla  is  ordi- 
narily a  final  result  of  the  extension  of  the  central  disease  in  progressive 
muscular  atrophy. 

4.  Diphtheritic  paralysis  is  symptomatized  by  initial  paresis  of  the  mus- 
cles of  the  pharynx,  and  the  tongue  is  seldom  involved.  A  previous  his- 
tory of  diphtheria  will  confirm  the  cause  of  the  paralysis,  should  there  be 
a  suspicion. 

Prognosis. — As  I  have  said,  Dowse  believes  that  thei-e  are  forms  of 
the  disease  which  may  be  cured,  viz.,  the  stationary  and  the  retrogressive. 
I  cannot  believe  that,  when  once  affected  by  inflammatory  disease,  such 
extensive  alteration  and  such  decided  symptoms  as  he  mentions  can  ever 
be  removed. 

The  histories  of  the  eases  reported  by  the  several  observers  already 
mentioned  certainly  offer  a  gloomy  prospect  and  little  encouragement  for 
the  victim.  The  only  case  reported  as  actually  cured  was  that  of  Cheadle,' 
and  from  the  pain,  visual  trouble,  and  unilateral  paralysis,  it  is  improbable 
that  the  case  was  one  of  genuine  bulbar  paralysis. 

Treatment  Nothing  has  been  done  which  has  resulted  in  any 

decided  improvement.  Hammond^  relates  a  case  which  was  somewhat 
benefited  by  faradization,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  electricity  did  no  good 
in  the  one  case  I  have  treated.  Dowse  recommends  cod-liver  oil,  iron, 
and  phosphorus. 


'  Glosso4abio-laryngeal  Paralysis,  St.  George's  Hosp.  Reports,  vol.  v.,  1871, 
p.  12.3. 

2  Op.  cit.,  p.  518. 
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CHAPTEE  XIII. 

CEREBRO-SriNAL  DISEASES. 

CEREBRO-SPINAL  MENINGITIS. 

Synonyms  Spotted  fever;  Mdningite  foudroyante ;  Head  pleu- 
risy ;  jNIyelitis  petecliiulis  ;  Cerebral  or  Cerebro-spinal  typhus ;  Meuin- 
gite  ccr^bro-spinale  ;  Fivere  cerebro-spinale,  etc. 

Definition  A  disease  characterized  by  inflammation  of  the  meninges 

of  the  brain  and  cord,  symptomatized  by  pain,  tetanic  spasms,  and  herpetic 
eruptions,  and  occurring  in  an  epidemic  form. 

This  most  terrible  disease  has  of  late  years  received  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion at  the  hands  of  German  and  French  writers.  Niemeyer^  was  one  of 
the  first  of  the  former  to  direct  attention  to  the  disease  ;  while  in  France 
Broussais  and  others  contributed  extensively  to  the  literature  of  the  sub- 
ject. There  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  antiquity  of  the  disease,  for  among  the 
writings  of  Hippocrates  a  nearly  perfect  description  of  the  malady  is  to  be 
found.  In  our  own  country  the  epidemic  character  of  the  affection  was 
noted  by  several  of  the  older  authors,  among  them  North*  (1811),  Gallup^ 
(1815),  and  Minor*  (1823),  and  their  contemporaries.  Outbreaks  occurred 
at  Medfield,  Mass.,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  at  various  points  in  the 
Eastern  and  Middle  States  during  the  early  part  of  the  present  century. 
Clymer,*  Jones,*  and  others  have  since  written  exhaustively  on  the  subject. 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  is  certainly  an  irregular  disease;  it  is  not 
contagious,  and  it  is  influenced  seemingly  in  no  way  by  climate,  origin,  or 
soil. 

Symptoms  The  appearance  of  symptoms  is  usually  quite  sudden, 

and  their  course  is  remarkably  rapid  and  ordinarily  tends  to  a  fatal  termi- 
nation. In  exceptional  cases  pain  in  the  back,  headache,  vomiting,  or 
malaise  may  constitute  a  premonitory  stage,  which  lasts  a  few  hours  ;  but 
usually  there  is  no  such  delay.  A  severe  rigor,  an  attack  of  vomiting 
which  is  followed  by  headache  of  au  intense  description,  and  an  elevation 
in  pulse  and  temperature  mark  the  commencement  of  the  trouble.  The 
child  may  present  these  symptoms,  and  in  addition  another  symptom 


'  Treatise  referred  to  in  Nicmeyer's  Text-Book  of  Prac.  Med.,  vol.  ii.  p.  218. 
2  Treatise  on  a  Malignant  Epidemic,  etc.,  1811. 
'  Sketches  of  Epidemical  Diseases,  etc.,  1815. 

*  Essays  on  Fevers  and  other  Medical  Subjects,  Middleton,  Conn.,  1828. 

*  Aitken's  Science  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  pp.  492-505,  3d  Amer.  edit. 
^  Med.  and  Surg.  Memoirs,  pp.  412-507. 
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wliich  is  iiiviu-iably  piitliogiionioiiic.  The  head  is  drawn  lachwnrds  and 
doionwards,  and  the  muscles  at  the  hack  of  the  neck  are  rifjidly  con- 
tracted. At  the  siunc  time  tlie  pupils  are  contracted.  Tlie  child  moans 
constantly,  and  is  restless;  this  is  an'  early  symptom,  and  may  appear  at 
the  end  of  twenty-four  hours,  and  be  the  tirst  to  attract  our  attention. 

The  pulse  is  now  quite  rapid,  and  may  beat  100  to  120  per  minute. 
The  ])ain  meanwhile  increases,  and  affects  the  head  as  well  as  the  entire 
length  of  tlie  spine,  and  is  increased  by  [)ressnre.  Just  as  in  other  I'orm.s 
of  meningitis,  the  movements  made  by  the  patient  aggravate  his  suffering, 
and  he  usually  strives  to  keep  quiet.  He  is  conscious  for  the  first  two  or 
three  days  should  he  live  so  long,  but  at  the  end  of  this  time  he  loses  his 
intelligence  after  first  growing  delirious.  Tlie  pulse,  temperature,  and 
respiration  are  increased.  The  former  sometimes  beats  130  per  minute, 
while  the  thermometer  may  indicate  an  advance  to  104°,  but  it  usually 
remains  at  about  100°.  At  an  early  period  crops  of  herpes  appear  upon 
the  face  and  limbs,  and  the  skin  is  hyperasstiietic,  and  the  patient  cannot 
bear  handling.  After  the  first  ninety-six  hours  the  convulsions  succeed 
the  primary  rigidity.  Opisthotonos  or  other  tetanic  contractions  make  their 
appearance.  Stupor  follows,  and  he  dies  in  a  condition  of  coma ;  and 
according  to  Niemeyer  death  takes  place  with  symptoms  of  ajdema  of 
the  lungs.  The  bowels  are  constipated  during  the  entii-e  disease,  and 
during  the  later  stages  the  patient  has  involuntary  discharges  of  urine. 

The  above  description  is  of  an  ordinary  case.  There  are  great  varia- 
tions, and  either  death  may  take  place  in  a  few  hours,  or  there  may  be  a 
tardy  convalescence  accompanied  by  structural  changes  of  a  very  serious 
natm-e.  The  course  of  the  disease  may  open  with  chill  followed  by  rapid 
convulsions  and  coma,  when  the  patient  may  die  in  less  than  twenty-four 
hours. 

In  other  cases,  after  the  subsidence  of  the  acute  symptoms,  which  may 
last  for  a  week  or  two,  convalescence  takes  place,  attended  by  headache 
and  muscular  contractions,  which  continue  for  some  time.  Deafness  very 
often  results  ;  and  I  have  several  times  met  with  total  loss  of  vision,  and 
paralysis  of  some  of  the  facial  muscles.  In  one  case  brought  to  me  from 
the  interior  of  the  State,  there  was  rigid  contraction  of  the  muscles  at  the 
back  of  the  neck ;  and  in  another,  seen  with  Dr.  F.  H.  Eankin,  now  of 
Newport,  besides  ptosis  and  paralysis  of  the  pharynx,  there  was  an  otor- 
rhoea,  with  extensive  middle-ear  disease.  This  patient  was  quite  an  im- 
becile, intellectual  impairment  lasting  after  the  subsidence  of  the  acute 
stages.  One  of  these  chronic  cases  has  been  under  observation  for  several 
years,  but  I  have  been  unable  to  effect  more  than  trifling  improvement. 

Causes  Epidemic  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  seems  to  be  much  more 

common  during  cold  weather,  and  is  much  oftener  met  with  during  infancy 
than  at  any  other  period  of  life.  Adults  are  not  exempt ;  but  the  disease 
prefers  the  young.  It  is  a  disease,  like  typhus,  which  usually  attacks 
the  poor;  and  bad  ventilation  and  insufficient  food  seem  to  i)repare  the 
way  for  epidemics.  In  the  city  of  New  York,  the  first  outbreak  of  the 
disease  appeared  in  18GG;  and  subsided,  to  reappear,  February,  1872. 
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In  tlie  spjirsely  settled  wards  of  the  city  (tlie  l!)tli,  20th,  22d),  where 
biiikling  wsis  going  on  and  fresh  eartli  turned  up,  it  seemed  to  pi-evail. 
There  were  45  fatal  cases  during  the  winter  quarter  in  these  wards,  while 
the  entire  number  of  deaths  in  New  York  during  the  same  period  from 
tiiis  cause  was  108.  During  tlie  sjiring  quarter  tliere  were  492  deatiis,  148 
being  in  these  wards.  It  subsided  in  tlie  spring  of  1873,  but  reappeared 
durin"-  the  autumn  of  tliat  year.  It  would  seem,  from  these  statistics,  that 
overcrowding  had  but  little  to  do  with  the  disease,  but  that  bad  dramage 
(this  portion  of  the  city  being  imperfectly  drained)  had  undoubtedly  some 
intiuence. 

Morbid  Anatomy  The  meninges  of  the  brain  show  evidences  of 

intense  hyperamiia,  the  sinuses  being  distended  with  blood  which  slowly 
coagulates,  and  the  dura  mater  is  the  seat  of  ecchymotic  spots.  There  is 
usually  a  sero-purulent  exudation  beneath  the  arachnoid,  and  this  is  found 
at  the  base  of  the  brain  as  well  as  in  the  ventricles.  It  may  be  recognized, 
also,  in  the  different  fissures  and  sulci.  The  spinal  meninges  are  the  seat 
of  the  same  exudation,  it  being  found  beneath  the  dura,  or  between  the 
arachnoid  and  the  pia  mater.  All  of  the  spinal  membranes  are  vascular,  and 
opaque  in  spots.  Tiie  exudation  appears  to  be  confined  to  the  posterior 
parts  of  the  cord  ;  and  usually,  when  infiltration  in  the  cord  has  taken  place, 
small  elevations  may  be  observed  beneath  the  pia  mater.  According  to 
the  German  pathologists,  the  cervical  portion  of  the  pia  mater  is  not  com- 
monly the  seat  of  exudation.  The  membranes  are  often  adherent,  and 
patches  of  false  membrane  are  visible,  so  that  sometimes  the  sub-cerebral 
nerve-trunks  are  bound  together  and  connected  by  bridges  of  organized 
lymph.  The  nervous  tissue  proper  is  extensively  softened  in  rare  cases, 
especially  if  the  inflammatory  action  has  been  at  all  severe.  Spots  of 
localized  softening  are,  however,  not  uncommonly  observed. 

Diagnosis — Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  sometimes  resembles  certain 
irregular  forms  of  malignant  malarial  fever,  on  account  of  intermissions  in 
the  febrile  state.  This  is  the  case  more  especially  during  convalescence, 
when  the  affection  assumes  a  periodical  character.  The  chill  in  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis  is  not  so  marked  as  in  the  true  malarial  affection,  and 
contractions  of  the  muscles  are  rare  in  any  form  of  malarial  trouble.  The 
other  points  of  difference  may  be  thus  summed  up  : — 
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Bowels  constipated. 

Pulse  and  temperature  do  not  suifer 
rapid  variations. 

Temperature  docs  not  undergo  peri- 
odical changes. 

Face  flushed ;  eruption. 

Delirium  and  coma  not  affected  by 
large  doses  of  quinine. 

Increase  of  fibrinc,  and  rapid  coagu- 
lation of  blood  when  drawn. 


CONGESTIVE  PERNICIOUS  MALARIAL 
FEVEK. 

Not  usually  so. 

Both  subject  to  gi-eat  variations, 
feeble  and  irregular  (Jones). 

Temperature  undergoes  decided  peri- 
odical chanjces. 

Complexion  sallow. 

All  symptoms  modified  usually  by 
negative  treatment  with  quinine. 
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A  niiiligiiiint  typliiis,  or  ii  masked  variola,  might  counterfeit  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  acro-narcotie  poisoning  might 
simulate  the  affection.  The  absence  of  tetanic  spasms  of  the  post-cervical 
muscles  is,  however,  so  prominent  a  symptom  that  when  it  is  present  the 
probabilily  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  is  considerable. 

Prognosis — This  disease,  like  other  forms  of  meningitis,  has  u  bad 
character.  Death  is  generally  the  rule,  recovery  the  exception.  In  tlie 
city  of  New  York  the  total  number  of  deaths  fi-om  all  causes  was  29,084 
during  the  twelve  months  ending  Dec.  31,  1873.  Of  these,  9o93  were 
placed  under  the  head  of  zymotic  diseases ;  and  the  number  of  deaths  due 
to  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  was  290.  Of  these,  69  were  under  one  year, 
and  164  under  five  years.  Very  few  cases  were  over  thirty.  In  the  ma- 
jority of  eases  the  disease  runs  its  course  in  from  4  to  20  days.  In  fatal 
cases  death  occurs  generally  before  the  12th  day, 

Treatment — In  regard  to  treatment,  little  can  be  said  that  will 
be  encouraging.  The  ordinary  antiphlogistic  treatment,  consisting  of 
abstraction  of  blood  by  leeches  api)lied  to  the  mastoid  processes,  and 
bladders  of  ice  to  the  head,  and  large  doses  of  calomel,  according  to 
some  observers,  have  cut  short  the  disease,  especially  when  these  reme- 
dies were  used  at  its  commencement.  Tlie  almost  wonderful  results 
that  have  followed  the  use  of  ergot  in  large  doses  suggest  this  remedy 
to  us,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  prove  to  be  very  efficacious. 
Ziemssen  recommends  morphine,  and  has  never  observed  any  unpleasant 
effects  following  its  employment. 


CEREBRO-SPINAL  SCLEROSIS. 

Synonyms. — Sclerose  en  plaques  diss^minees  (Charcot  and  Bourne- 
ville)  ;  Insular  sclerosis  (Moxon). 

For  a  long  time  this  disease  was  mistaken  for  paralysis  agitans  (Parkin- 
son's disease),  chorea,  and  other  neuroses  ;  and  even  after  it  had  been 
shown  to  be  a  separate  neurosis  a  certain  amount  of  confusion  existed  in 
regard  to  its  nomenclature  and  its  position  among  the  scleroses.  Charcot 
and  Moxon'  are  to  be  thanked  especially  for  their  successful  efforts  to  give 
it  a  distinct  character. 

Symptoms  We  may  divide  the  progress  of  the  disease  into  three 

stages. 

1st  Stage  The  first  symptom,  which  is  common  to  several  other  neu- 
roses, is  gradual  loss  of  power  in  the  lower  limbs,  which,  by  itself,  does 
not  attract  attention  to  the  grave  nature  of  the  disease  in  its  incipiency. 
With  the  weakness  there  is  no  atrophy  and  no  loss  of  sensation,  while 
reflex  excitability  is  either  normal  or  only  slightly  increased.  The  rec- 
tum is  not  affected,  nor  is  the  bladder,  and  there  is  simply  a  paresis  which 
lasts  for  a  variable  time,  perhaps  for  two  or  three  months,  or  for  a  much 


'  Eight  cases  of  insular  sclerosis  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  b)-  W.  !Moxon, 
M.D.,  Guy's  Hospital  Reports,  vol.  xx.,  1875. 
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longer  period.  The  pfirtinlly  puriilyzed  limbs  become  agit.-itcd  by  tremors, 
wlikjli  are  seen  best  wlien  tiie  patient  takes  some  constrained  position,  or 
attempts  to  walk  a  straight  line.  He  may  have  the  gait  of  an  ataxic,  but 
generally  the  walk  is  more  like  that  of  a  general  paralytic,  being  cliarac- 
terized  by  weakness  of  the  extremities.  As  tlie  disease  invades  a  higher 
portion  of  the  cord,  we  will  find  tremor  of  the  upper  limbs  and  paralysis 
of  the  cranial  nerves,  indicated  by  symptoms  I  shall  describe  in  speaking 
of  the  descending  variety.  I  may  allude,  however,  to  a  particular  de- 
fect in  articulation,  the  patient  being  unable  to  pronounce  some  of  tlie 
labial  consonants. 

Id  Stage  Rigidity  of  the  limbs  supervenes,  with  various  contractures 

of  a  spasmodic  character,  and  exaggeration  of  the  tremor.  One  of  my 
patients  died  in  lier  bed  with  Iier  knees  drawn  up  to  her  chin,  her  legs 
flexed  on  the  thighs,  and  her  arms  drawn  closely  to  her  chest.  It  required 
quite  violent  exertion  for  me  to  extend  the  limbs,  and  the  tremor  was 
markedly  aggravated  when  I  did  so.  Electro-muscular  irritability  is  next 
greatly  increased,  and  reflex  excitability  heightened.  Epileptiform  at- 
tacks may  now  appear,  as  well  as  apoplectiform,  and  death  may  occur  at 
this  period  from  the  invasion  of  some  cerebral  vessel  and  consequent  cere- 
bral hemorrhasre. 

del  Stage  This  stage  is  marked  by  rapid  decline  of  the  patient's 

strength.  Incontinence  of  urine  and  feces,  bedsores,  and  dementia  follow, 
and,  after  other  evidences  of  gradual  wasting  away,  deathmay  end  the  scene. 

The  course  of  this  form  is :  First,  pai'esis  of  lower  extremities  and 
tremor ;  second,  contraction,  and  aggravation  of  tremor ;  third,  general 
dissolution. 

1st  Stage  of  Descending  Form  :  This  is  the  condition  of  affairs  when 
the  cord  is  attacked  secondarily.  When  the  disease  begins  in  the  brain, 
the  early  symptoms  may  be  headache,  convulsions,  vertigo,  or,  what  is 
more  common,  paralysis  of  some  of  the  cranial  nerves  ;  there  may  be 
ptosis,  strabismus,  loss  of  bearing,  and  facial  paralysis,  or  troubles  of 
speecli  and  embarrassment  in  swallowing.  The  important  symptom  next 
in  advance  is  the  appearance  of  tremor,  which  is  first  seen  in  the  tongue, 
which,  when  protruded,  trembles  visibly ;  or  it  may  affect  the  lips,  as  may 
be  noticed  when  the  patient  speaks.  The  eyeballs  oscillate  (nystagmus), 
and  the  head  may  become  agitated,  and  afterwards  the  upper  extremities. 
A  peculiarity  characteristic  of  all  forms  of  sclerosis  is  not  absent  here, 
viz.,  the  aggravation  of  tremor  by  voluntary  efforts  made  to  control  it, 
and  its  diminution  during  rest.  If  the  individual  attempts  any  complex 
action,  he  is  utterly  unable  to  complete  it  properly,  for  the  movements 
increase  until  muscular  control  is  entirely  lost.  I  have  alluded  to  tlie  lost 
sense  of  location,  which  is  also  seen  in  advanced  locomotor  ataxia,  and  I 
may  state  tliat  it  is  also  a  symptom  of  this  form  of  sclerosis. 

2d  Stage :  The  limbs  lose  their  power  to  a  great  extent  as  the  disease 
advances,  and  permanent  contractures  of  the  upper  and  lower  limbs,  wliich 
by  this  time  are  affected,  render  tlie  patient  very  uncomfortable.  His 
forearms  may  be  flexed,  and  the  fingers  are  doubled  up,  as  is  the  case  in 
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imcompliciitcd  lalenil  sclerosis.  The  Uiiglis  are  even  flexed  on  tlie  pelvis, 
iind  tiie  legs  may  be  iis  well.  The  knees  iire  iipproxiniiited  quite  Ibrcibly, 
and  it  is  often  difficult  to  se[)ariite  them.  This  stage  may  last  for  several 
years. 

3d  Stage:  Meanwiiilc  the  tremor  lias  continued,  and  increased  in  vio- 
lence; but  it  may  sometimes  be  stoppcid  by  flexing  the  great  toe,  just  as 
Brown-S(5quard  has  shown  nniy  be  done  in  epilepsy.  The  bladder  and 
rectum  are  now  involved,  and  the  patient  suffers  terribly  from  cystitis, 
and  is  prostrated  by  diarrhcca.  Bedsores  form,  and  he  gi-adually 
sinks  into  a  state  which  invariably  has  a  fatal  termination.  In  both 
varieties  there  is  great  difficulty  in  articulation,  and  disturbance  of 
function  in  those  organs  sup])lietl  by  the  lower  cranial  nerves.  The  lower 
lip  falls,  and  there  is  dribbling  of  saliva,  while  food  often  remains  in  the 
mouth  wedged  between  the  teeth  and  between  the  gums  and  cheek,  and 
liquids  find  their  way  through  the  nostrils.  Beyond  slight  irritability  and 
restlessness,  there  are  usually  no  mental  symptoms  at  the  outset,  or  until 
tiie  fixed  stage,  when  sometimes  there  is  intellectual  as  well  as  physical 
decay;  but  this  is  not  the  rule.  A  case  which  seems  to  be  of  great  interest, 
because  of  the  atrophy  of  the  upper  limbs,  came  under  my  notice  two 
years  ago. 

E.  W.,  aged  37,  salesman,  no  family  history  of  nervous  trouble.  Father 
and  mother  alive;  nothing  to  account  for  his  present  condition.  Five 
years  ago  he  was  employed  in  a  drygoods  store,  and  his  attention  was 
called  to  a  slight  weakness  in  his  thumb  and  forefinger  of  the  right  hand 
when  he  used  his  scissors.  There  was  subsequent  tremor,  which  annoyed 
liim  excessively,  and  M'hich  subsequently  became  quite  general.  About  the 
same  time  he  was  subject  to  very  severe  headache,  vertigo,  and  sometimes 
vomiting.  The  tremor  meanwhile  increased,  and  it  became  so  violent  when 
lie  attempted  to  execute  some  fatiguing  act  that  he  was  forced  to  desist. 
He  next  noticed  that  his  vision  was  beginning  to  be  impaired,  that  he  saw 
double,  or  that  "mist  floated  before  his  eyes."  The  trembling  continued, 
and  when  he  came  to  me  I  found  his  condition  to  be  as  follows:  The  pa- 
tient is  a  tall  man,  of  decidedly  nervous  temperament,  quite  feeble  and 
emaciated,  and  very  much  depressed.  Both  arms  are  convulsed  by  tremors, 
but  especially  the  riglit.  The  biceps  and  the  extensors  of  the  hand  are  much 
atrophied,  and  there  is  great  loss  of  power.  He  tells  me  that  the  tremor 
has  been  much  more  violent  than  it  is  now.  The  sensibility  of  the  cuta- 
neous surface  is  rather  lowered,  and  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  analgesia, 
so  that  pins  may  be  run  into  the  dorsal  aspect  of  the  forearm  without  pro- 
ducing [)ain.  He  M'as  able  to  press  the  fluid  in  the  dynamometer  up  to 
7.50  with  the  right,  and  to  17  with  the  left.  There  is  still  headache  at 
times,  and  some  dizziness.  The  left  eyelid  seems  to  cover  the  eyeball 
more  fully  than  the  right,  and  the  muscles  of  the  left  side  of  the  face  were 
trembling  quite  violently.  When  I  told  him  to  whistle,  his  lips  trembled 
so  much  that  he  could  not  do  so;  and  when  I  requested  him  to  repeat  the 

(stutter) 

line  "Ben  Battle  was  a  soldier  bold,"  he  did  it  as  follows:  "Me-e-n 

(hesitation)  (slow)  (explosion)  (cxploslon)l  _ 

m-m-m-etta  was  a  s  o  o  g  a  m-mold."    His  articulation  was  quite  detec- 


'  The  intonation  was  very  much  like  what  we  would  expect  to  find  in  "cleft 
palate," 
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tivo,  and  I  had  great  dilliciilty  in  understanding  liini.  His  (ongue  trem- 
bled, and  his  lower  lip  seemed  to  sag  and  fall  forwards,  and  lie  wjis  obliged 
to  wipe  his  mouth  quite  constantly,  as  there  was  a  eonsiderable  eseap(!  of 
saliva.  When  I  told  him  to  hold  his  liead  in  sueh  a  position  that  1  migiit 
examine  his  eye  witli  tiie  ophflialmoscope,  it  shook  to  a  groat  degree,  and  I 
had  great  ditlieiilty  in  ilhiuiinating  the  retina.  He  says  this  is  recent,  and 
that  his  head  was  not  affected  by  tremor  until  a  month  or  two  ago.  His 
mind  is  clear,  and  his  memory  unimpaired.  I  have  seen  him  but  once, 
and  there  has  been  no  advance  in  his  condition. 

The  following  case  is  reported  by  Bourneville : — ^ 

Kosinc  Si)itale,  20  years  old.  At  17  years  of  age  she  was  suddenly 
affected  (after  crossing  a  small  stream  and  becoming  eliilled)  with  loss  of 
power,  first  in  the  riglit  lower  extremity,  and  then  in  the  left,  and  some 
time  after  the  iiands  began  to  tremble.  At  18  there  was  some  subseciuent 
improvement,  but  it  was  very  slight.  Soon  afterwards  menstruation 
ceased,  and  some  time  after  this  the  symptoms  reappeared.  liemiplegia 
occurred  without  loss  of  consciousness  or  convulsions,  and  the  tongue  and 
eyes  were  involved.  The  disturbances  of  sensation  were  moderate;  there 
was  a  certain  amount  of  numbness  in  the  lower  limbs,  and  a  sense  of  clum- 
siness of  the  tougue,  with  difficulty  in  articulation,  and  some  diminution 
of  mental  power.  At  the  beginning  of  1853  the  patient  was  well  nourished. 
A  half  grain  of  strychnine  daily  has  produced  an  amendment  for  ten  or 
twelve  days.  Electrization  produced  movements  in  the  lower  limbs,  and 
increased  the  trembling  in  the  upper  extremities.  In  the  course  of  the 
month  the  paresis  of  the  inferior  exti-emities  was  nearly  complete,  the 
trembling  of  the  eyes  with  dilatation  of  the  pupils  is  quite  pronounced, 
and  the  patient  has  become  very  stupid. 

January,  1854.  The  hands  tremble  less  than  they  did.  There  are  in- 
voluntary discharges  of  urine.  Ergot  5ij  P^i'  '^^y  has  been  used  for 
several  months.  It  acted  once  upon  the  sphincters,  and  seemed  to  improve 
the  weakness  of  the  limbs,  for  several  movements  were  possible. 

Spring,  1854.  Bedsore  on  sacrum. 

September.  In  a  state  of  decline;  the  bedsore  has  extended  very  rap- 
idly ;  pain  in  the  head;  pulse  13G. 

October.  Repeated  rigors;  sensibility  of  the  inferior  limbs  returned; 
feebleness  of  the  extensors  of  the  back ;  scoliosis  towards  the  right ;  the 
trembling  in  the  extremities  persists. 

November  1.  Death,  preceded  by  involvement  of  the  muscles  of  the 
pharynx. 

Autopsy — The  gray  matter  is  hard;  the  nervous  substance  in  the 
neighbor! lood  of  the  lateral  ventricles  and  that  of  the  protuberance  were 
hard.  AVe  found  gray  nodules  superficial  and  deep.  The  white  substance 
had  become  hard  in  spots.  Beneath  the  microscope  the  indurated  nodules 
(white)  consisted  of  a  fibrous,  mass-like,  connective  tissue;  the  elements 
of  the  nervous  matter  had  almost  entirely  disappeared;  and  the  white 
nodules  were  pressed  beneath  the  surface  of  the  cut.  The  spinal  cord 
was  indurated.    The  great  vessels  and  viscera  were  healthy. 

Dr.  Geo.  S.  Gerhard'^  has  presented  the  following  interesting  case  of  this 
disease : — 


'  La  Sclerose,  etc.,  Paris,  1869,  p.  92. 

"  Philadelphia  Medical  Times,  November  11,  187G. 
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Samuel  A.,  xt.  67,  .1  native  of  Ireland,  and  a  blacksmitli  by  trade, 
was  admitted  into  the  out-patient  department  of  the  Inlirmiuy  lor  Nervous 
Diseases  on  September  17,  187(;,  and  j^ave  tlie  following  history.  His 
health  had  always  been  good  until  about  seven  years  ago,  when,  after  no 
known  cause,  he  began  to  lose  power  in  the  legs.  One  year  after  this  his 
arms  grew  weak,  and  he  tlien  observed  for  the  first  time  tiiat  any  move- 
ment of  the  upper  or  lower  extremities  was  accom[)anie(l  by  ti-emor.  At  a 
somewhat  later  period  his  speech  became  att'eeted.  The  weakness  of  Ids 
limbs  and  the  trembling  gradually  increased,  until  finally,  about  four  years 
ago,  he  was  obliged  to  give  u[)  work. 

On  admission  there  is  decided  loss  of  power  in  the  upper  and  lower 
extremities,  and  upon  his  attcmi)ting  to  use  either,  a  large  and  jerky  tremor 
is  developed.  He  walks  with  the  assistance  of  a  cane,  but  his  movements 
are  slow,  and  his  feet  clear  the  ground  with  much  difliculty.  His  grip, 
particularly  that  of  the  right  hand,  is  feeble,  squeezing  the  dynamometer 
with  tlie  former  to  100°  and  with  the  latter  to  110°.  In  the  ujjper  extremi- 
ties the  trembling  is  especially  well  shown  during  the  performance  of  an 
act  requiring  some  little  time  for  its  execution,  such  as  lifting  a  glass  of 
water  to  the  mouth.  The  tremor  also  involves  the  muscles  of  the  head 
and  trunk,  bnt  it  ceases  entirely  when  the  patient  is  in  a  state  of  absolute 
repose.  There  is  no  muscular  wasting,  no  loss  of  electrical  response,  and 
no  disturbance  of  sensibility. 

His  mental  fiiculties  are  decidedly  impaired,  and  his  speech  is  thick 
and  deliberate,  there  being  a  decided  interval  between  each  word.  His 
eyesight  is  poor,  and  examination  of  the  fundus  I'eveals  commencing 
atrophic  changes,  as  shown  by  attenuation  of  the  vessels  and  a  general 
pallor  of  the  optic  disk  ;  there  is  also  slight  nystagmus.  The  unsteadiness 
of  gait  and  the  tremor  are  not  increased  by  closure  of  the  eyes.  His  urine 
is  in  all  respects  normal,  and  he  has  no  loss  of  control  over  the  bladder  or 
bowels. 

Causes  Jaccoud  is  of  the  opinion  that  sclerosis  occurs  as  a  disease 

of  childhood  or  adult  life  up  to  45  years,  and  that  there  is  nothing  to  indi- 
cate the  special  liability  of  either  sex;  while  Charcot  considers  it  a  dis- 
ease which  is  much  moi'e  common  among  females  than  males,  and  that  it 
rarely  appears  after  40.  Of  six  cases  I  have  recorded  their  respective  ages 
were  18,  26,  33,  37,  41,  46;  four  were  males  and  two  females.  Of 
eighteen  cases  collected  by  Bourneville  fifteen  were  women  and  three  men. 
In  three  of  these  the  disease  began  between  36  and  40,  three  between  30 
and  35,  and  the  others  between  15  and  30.  Of  Hammond's  cases,  eleven 
were  men  and  two  women.  Very  little  is  known  in  regard  to  the  etiology 
of  sclerosis;  but  "  moist  cold,"  emotional  excitement,  and  venereal  excesses 
are  spoken  of  by  the  different  Continental  writers  as  causes. 

Bourneville  found  that  the  greater  number  of  his  cases  died  between  35 
and  50,  and  that  the  disease  appeared  in  most  instances  between  the  .ages 
of  26  and  35.  In  one  of  my  patients  the  disease  began  at  the  oth  year, 
in  another  at  about  the  18th  year,  and  in  the  third  and  fourth  at  32,  and 
in  the  fifth  and  sixth  between  35  and  40. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology — I  have  spoken  in  another 
chapter  about  the  morbid  appearances  in  sclerosis,  and  nothing  remains  to 
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be  said  in  regard  to  this  particular  form.  It  is  only  a  question  of  location 
that  concerns  us,  and  after  death  Ave  Avill  probably  find  patches  of  tissue 
scattered  through  the  brain  and  cord.  The  antcro-lateral  columns  seem 
to  be  invaded  in  nearly  all  cases,  and  this  would  appear  probable  from  the 
contractures. 

Diagnosis. — In  the  ascending  form  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
tremor  follows  the  jiaresis,  while  the  descending  form  is  characterized  hy 
tremor  as  a  primary  affection,  or  at  least  before  the  muscular  paresis  of  the 
extremities.  Paralysis  agitans  may  be  confounded  with  the  descending 
form  of  the  advanced  disease  ;  the  tremor  in  the  former  disease  is  continu- 
ous, and  is  often  not  aftected  by  quieting  influence  or  sleep,  but  is  not 
aggravated  by  efforts  of  the  will.  The  early  symptoms  of  this  form  may 
also  point  to  progressive  paralysis  of  the  insane,  and  to  intracranial  tumors  ; 
but  the  subsequent  progress  of  the  affection,  the  development  of  new  symp- 
toms, and  the  common  absence  of  neuro-retinitis,  are  sufficient  to  remove 
any  doubts  as  to  its  true  nature. 

Prognosis  Invariably  bad. 

Treatment  I  know  of  no  remedy  that  can  reconstruct  a  degenera- 
tion of  nerve-tissue  which  consists  in  proliferation  of  connective-tissue 
cells,  and  nerve-tube  disappearance.  Nitrate  of  silver,  chloride  of  gold, 
galvanism,  bichloride  of  mercury,  and  chloride  of  barium  have  been  all 
used.  It  seems  that  only  one  chance  may  exist — the  possibility  of  sy^jhilis. 
If  this  be  present,  it  is  probable  that  specific  treatment  will  be  successful. 
AVe  are  to  improve  the  patient's  general  condition,  and  relieve  his  tremor 
either  by  conium  or  hyoscyamus,  and  make  him  as  comfortable  as  possible. 


ALCOHOLISM. 

ACUTE  CHRONIC. 

Synonyms — Ebrietas,  Alcoholismus,  Delirium  tremens;  Mania  a 
potu,  Alcoolisme;  Trunksacht;  Chronic  alcoholic  intoxication  (Reynolds). 

Definition — A  disease  of  the  nervous  system  resulting  either  through 
direct  action  of  alcohol  upon  its  tissues,  or  through  impairment  of  other 
organs  which  fail  to  remove  effete  substances  from  the  blood  ;  and  symp- 
tomatized  by  mental  aberration,  and  by  various  sensorial  and  motorial 
phenomena,  usually  the  result  of  lowered  functional  activity. 

The  immoderate  use  of  alcoholic  beverages  is  usually  followed  by  the 
most  deplorable  consequences.  Sad  to  say,  this  condition  is  too  familiar 
to  need  any  extended  description,  as  far  as  the  appearance  of  the 
patient  is  concerned ;  but  there  are  other  features  of  the  disease  that  need 
earnest  and  careful  study. 

The  effects  of  alcohol  upon  the  human  being  may  be  said  to  be  pliysiolo- 
gical  and  iiathological.  The  sensorial  alterations  are  much  more  interest- 
ing than  the  motorial,  and  of  these  we  will  speak  in  detail. 

The  imbibition  of  a  moderate  amount  of  alcohol,  as  we  know,  is  usually 
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followed  by  a  general  feeling  of  comfort,  a  certain  degree  of  exhilaration. 
The  individual  is  no  longer  absorbed  in  himself.  He  is  animated  and  gay, 
his  ideas  flow  rapidly,  and  he  becomes  filled  with  greater  energy  and  en- 
durance. If  the  dose  be  increased,  the  mental  functions  become  more 
active.  He  ia  excited  and  demonstrative,  and  either  violent  and  noisy,  or 
tender  and  maudlin,  according  to  the  thoughts  which  have  most  engrossed 
his  attention,  or  tlirough  the  influence  of  temperament.  Incoherence  of 
speech  and  confusion  of  ideas  succeed  tiie  ordinary  mental  excitement, 
and  this  may  be  followed  by  a  condition  of  stupor,  tlie  individual  becom- 
ing perfectly  unconscious  of  injury,  and  unmindful  of  either  bruises  or 
cuts,  or  even  severe  burns.  lie  may  stagger  and  fall,  and  lie  in  some  ex- 
posed place  regardless  of  the  blaze  of  the  sun,  the  flies,  and  the  noise.  He 
has  finally  become  reduced  to  what  Magnan^  calls  "  la  vie  vdg^tative."  He 
is  "  dead  drunk."  This  deep  alcoholic  stupor  may  last  for  some  time,  and 
end  the  patient's  career ;  or  he  may  become  maniacal  instead,  or  present 
the  condition  described  by  Percy''  under  the  name  d'ivresse  convulsive, 
in  which,  with  clonic  convulsions,  he  grows  furiously  maniacal,  grinding 
his  teeth,  and  cursing  and  menacing  those  about  him.  The  maniacal 
attacks  are  no  doubt  influenced  to  some  degree  by  the  character  of  the 
illusions  and  hallucinations. 


ACUTE  ALCOHOLISM. 

Symptoms — The  continued  use  of  alcohol  in  excess  for  a  week  or 
two,  such  as  occurs  during  an  ordinary  debauch,  is  very  apt  to  lead  to  an 
attack  of  delirium  tremens.  This  state  of  acute  alcoholism  may  also  occur 
should  the  patient,  who  has  drunk  not  necessarily  to  intoxication,  but  to 
a  degree  almost  approaching  it,  be  deprived  of  his  drink. 

One  of  the  earliest  indications  of  this  state  of  alcoholism  is  a  tremu- 
lousness  or  "  shakiness,"  which  is  quite  marked  in  the  early  part  of  the 
day,  and  is  connected  with  nausea  and  want  of  appetite.  The  patient  is 
restless  and  irritable,  sleeps  poorly,  and  presents  an  appearance  of  dejec- 
tion and  sadness.  His  eyes  are  red  and  watery,  and  his  skin  is  of  a 
muddy  color.  His  features  are  drawn  and  haggard,  and  he  is  a  wretched 
object  indeed.  The  gastric  irritability  may  be  so  great  as  to  prevent  any 
retention  of  food,  and  the  simplest  fornis  of  nourishment  are  ejected  by 
the  stomach.  Constipation  is  obstinate,  and  the  urine  is  passed  in  small 
quantities  and  loaded  with  the  urates,  so  that  a  dense  brick-dust  precipi- 
tate is  found  in  the  chamber.  The  attack  is  immediately  preceded  by 
great  excitability,  and  by  illusions  and  hallucinations,  which  grow  very 
marked  as  the  patient  becomes  noisy  and  violent.  Magnan  htxs  graphi- 
cally described  the  different  varieties  of  mental  trouble.  The  patient  may 
be  sad  and  utterly  dejected.    He  may  imagine  that  he  has  committed 


'  K6cherclies  sur  les  centres  ncrveux,  p.  116. 

'  Ivresse  Convulsive,  Dictionnairc  des  Sciences  M6dleales,  t.  xxvi.,  p.  249. 
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some  great  crime ;  that  lie  lias  been  sentenced  to  death  ;  that  he  is  being 
executed ;  and  tliese  deUisions  may  markedly  influence  the  character  of 
his  outward  expression.  In  nearly  every  case  there  is  some  delusion  of 
persecution  of  a  horrible  kind.  The  attack  usually  begins  with  hallucina- 
tions of  a  visual  cluiructer,  in  which  snakes  and  other  reptiles,  devils, 
imps,  gnomes,  and  goblins  terrify  the  patient.  In  one  instance  which  I 
remember,  he  was  tortured  by  devils  who  held  lighted  candles,  and 
were  about  to  set  his  clothes  on  fire  ;  in  another  case  the  patient  en- 
deavored to  escape  a  falling  weight.  The  illusions  are  always  followed  by 
hallucinations,  and  finally  by  delusions.  The  irritations  of  the  organs  of 
sense  are  distorted  so  that  the  simplest  and  most  common  noises  become 
changed  by  the  patient's  disordered  imagination  into  the  most  terrible 
sounds.  The  cry  of  the  vendor  in  the  street  is  likened  to  the  despairing 
shriek  of  a  lost  soul.  The  stroke  of  the  clock,  a  funeral  bell,  and  the 
voices  of  those  in  the  room  are  supposed  to  be  the  savage  yells  of  a  howl- 
ing mob.  The  objects  which  the  patient  sees  are  nearly  always  trans- 
formed into  animals,  which,  controlled  by  no  natural  laws,  run  over  the 
ceiling,  or  gallop  through  the  air.  Odors  are  reversed,  and  food  is  sup- 
posed to  be  poisoned.  Animals  run  over  the  skin  ;  sometimes  they  are 
rats  or  lizards ;  and  at  others  he  may  call  attention  to  the  torture  inflicted 
by  thousands  of  needles  or  cutting  instruments.  Maniacal  outbursts  are  the 
common  feature  of  the  attack,  the  patient  seeming  to  possess  herculean 
strength,  and  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  have  six  or  eight  strong  men  to 
prevent  him  from  throwing  himself  out  of  the  window,  or  committing 
some  deed  of  violence.  He  may  remain  in  this  condition  for  several 
days  at  a  time,  during  w^hich  period  he  neither  sleeps  nor  eats.  His 
eyes  ai"e  bloodshot,  and  he  sweats  profusely.  The  pulse'  is  very  rapid, 
small,,  and  irritable,  and  though  the  deep  temperature  may  reach  102°  or 
103°  F.,  the  hands  and  feet  are  cold,  and  the  palms  and  soles  clammy. 

When  recovery  takes  place,  the  first  change  for  the  better  is  sleep. 
The  violent  symptoms  subside  gradually  in  the  reverse  order  of  their 
appearance.  He  may  awake,  after  fifteen  or  eighteen  hours,  irritable, 
but  not  much  better ;  or  there  may  be  a  lesser  degree  of  excitement, 
more  sleep,  and  gradual  improvement. 

In  other  cases  death  follows,  there  being  a  subsidence  of  the  violent 
delirium,  which  changes  its  character  and  becomes  muttering;  when  he 
relapses  into  a  typhoid  state,  and  gradually  passes  away. 

The  tendency  to  the  commission  of  deeds  of  violence  is  quite  chai'ac- 
teristic  of  acute  alcoholism.  Of  377  cases  observed  by  Bouchereau  and 
Magnan'  in  the  year  1870,  twenty-four  attempted  to  commit  suicide,  and 
nine  attempts  at  homicide  were  made.    These  cases  were  seen  under 


'  The  sphygmograph  has  been  employed  by  Anstie  in  cases  of  delirium  tre- 
mens, and  tlie  tracing  obtained  very  closely  resembles  that  of  tlie  tj  phoid  fevers 
and  infiammation.    It  is  of  a  marked  dicrotic  type. 

^  Op.  cit.,  p.  129. 
23 
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restniint,  but  iunoiig  the  cases  wliicli  occiii-  oulsido  of  hospitals  and  asy- 
lums, the  number  is  far  greater. 


CHRONIC  ALCOHOLISM. 

Symptoms — A  much  more  grave  condition  of  affairs  follows  the 
continued  use  of  large  quantities  of  alcohol,  and  no  more  hopeless  disease 
exists  than  that  of  wiiich  we  are  about  to  speak.  While  in  delirium  tre- 
mens recovery  may  take  place,  followed  by  total  reformation,  without 
any  serious  damage  to  the  nervous  system,  the  more  serious  nerve-changes 
wrought  by  constant  saturation  can  never  be  repaired,  but  tend  to  further 
degeneration  and  decay. 

Chronic  alcoholism  begins  by  a  number  of  insidious  alterations  in  the 
nervous  substance,  whereby  its  functional  activityis  embarrassed,  and  minor 
symptoms  at  first,  and  more  grave  ones  afterwards,  appear  very  gradually 
and  progressively. 

The  victim  of  chronic  alcoholism  may  present  the  symptoms  of  tremor 
and  loss  of  power  of  which  I  have  before  spoken.  The  tremor  is  rhyth- 
mical, and  begins  at  first  in  the  extremities,  and  afterwards  involves  the 
entire  body.  There  seems  to  be  an  accompanying  want  of  power,  for  he 
relaxes  his  hold  upon  any  object  he  may  grasp  when  his  attention  is 
diverted.  His  morning  dram  involves  an  eflfbrt  worthy  of  a  better  cause. 
He  grasps  the  glass  with  both  hands,  fearing  that  he  may  spill  even  a  single 
drop  of  the  precious  liquid,  and  carries  it  carefully  to  his  mouth,  clutching 
tlie  rim  of  the  glass  between  his  teeth,  oftentimes  with  sufiicient  force  to 
bite  out  a  piece.  The  lower  extremities  become  involved,  and  the  patient 
shuffles  along  in  a  clumsy  manner,  his  feet  being  scarcely  lifted  li-om  the 
ground.  His  dress  becomes  disorderly,  and  his  habits  are  no  longer  char- 
acterized by  neatness  and  tidiness.  His  facial  muscles  lose  their  play,  and 
his  countenance  wears  a  wonderfully  woebegone  and  sorrowful  expression. 
He  wanders  wretchedly  from  one  grog-shop  to  another ;  eats  sparingly, 
and  rarely  ever,  unless  his  worn-out  stomach  is  stimulated  by  a  dram.  He 
loses  flesh,  and  his  clothes  hang  to  his  withered  limbs  like  the  vestment  of 
a  scarecrow.  This  is  but  the  first  step  in  the  advancing  disease.  Memory 
becomes  weakened,  and  forgetting  even  faces  and  names,  he  drops  one  by 
one  his  bid  friends,  and  sits  in  loneliness  for  hours  at  a  time. 

The  mind  is  utterly  sapped,  and  he  is  reduced  to  a  state  of  dementia. 
Numerous  grave  changes  occur  in  addition  to  these.  Speech  becomes  thick 
and  unintelligible.  In  the  early  stages  there  may  be  convulsions  or  attacks 
of  delirium  tremens  ;  but  one  of  the  most  striking  and  serious  expressions  of 
the  disease  is  the  occurrence  of  paralysis ;  and  there  may  be  hemiplegia  or 
paralysis  of  a  local  character,  the  third  nerve  becoming  implicated  and 
ptosis  resulting.  The  subject  of  chronic  alcoholism  is  generally  ana3Sthetic, 
and  this  to  a  marked  degree.  Not  only  is  tactile  sensibility  impaired,  so 
that  he  is  unable  to  determine  the  nature  of  even  a  rough  object,  but  he  is 
unaffected  by  extremes  of  temperature.  In  one  case  whicii  I  can  recall,  this 
was  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  in  sitting  before  the  fire  he  thrust  his  foot 
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beneath  the  "rate,  and  h>ft  it  tlievc  for  some  time  before  his  position  was 
discovered  bv  a  uieniber  of  the  family.  Ilemi-amvistiiesia'  is  spolcen  of  l>y 
some  writers',  but  it  is  an  extremely  rare  feature  of  the  disease,  and  is  pro- 
bably a  late  symptom  resulting  from  organic  changes  on  one  side  ol  the 
brain.  IlammonfP  alludes  to  the  ana>sthetic  condition  of  the  cornea,  which 
is  occasionally  not  atleeted  in  the  least  by  the  touch  of  the  finger. 

Convulsive  seizures  of  dittcrent  kinds  are  occasional  evidences  of  the 
serious  effects  of  alcohol.  Tliese  may  vary  from  simple  spasm  to  a  variety 
of  convulsion  which  closely  resembles  a  marked  epileptic  paroxysm.  In 
fact  the  diagnosis  is  oftentimes  very  diflicnlt.  What  I  have  said  about  the 
mental  condition  in  acute  alcoholism  may  be  now  applied.  The  lialluci- 
nations  and  lighter  forms  of  sensory  and  mental  aberration  exist  at  different 
stages,  but  towards  the  end  the  condition  is  one  of  dementia  of  the  most  pro- 
found character,  the  patient  being  completely  oblivious  of  the  outside  world, 
and  of  his  duties  to  society.  He  is  morally  irresponsible,  and  the  crimes 
he  may  commit  are  motiveless  and  dictated  only  by  a  diseased  mind. 

Causes  Chronic  alcoholism  follows  the  steady  use  of  large  quantities 

of  alcoholic  liquors,  but  is  rarely  found  among  those  who  drink  wine  or 
malt  liquor.  The  French,  Italians,  or  Germans  are,  therefore,  seldom 
affected  in  their  own  countries,  especially  outside  of  the  large  cities,  Avhere 
a  very  small  amount  of  ardent  spirits  is  taken.  In  England,  Scotland, 
Ireland,  and  America  the  case  is  different,  for  in  these  countries  there  is 
no  low-priced  light  beverage  which  takes  the  place  of  the  wines  and  beer 
of  the  European  Continent,  which  are  drunk  in  preference  to  water. 
Without  entering  into  the  discussion  of  the  effects  of  alcohol  upon  other 
organs  of  the  body  than  those  of  the  nervous  system,  it  may  be  said  that 
the  condition  known  as  alcoholism  springs  from  a  protracted  use  of  large 
quantities  of  strong  liquor,  so  that  the  nervous  substance  is  deprived  of  its 
normal  nutrition,  the  blood  being  charged  with  effete  substances  which 
sliould  be  eliminated  by  the  kidneys,  lungs,  and  skin. 

Delirium  tremens  is  due  generally  to  the  direct  action  of  a  large  quan- 
tity of  alcohol,  which  produces  overwhelming  toxic  effects  ;  while  chronic 
alcoholism  implies  a  structural  degeneration  due  to  the  continued  action  of 
the  alcohol  itself,  and  to  the  vitiated  blood. 

Delirium  tremens  may  occur  either  from  a  sudden  cessation  of  indul- 
gence, or  in  the  midst  of  a  prolonged  debauch,  most  commonly,  however, 
the  latter.  In  some  persons  elimination  goes  on  so  perfectly  that  large 
quantities  of  liquor  may  be  taken  and  disposed  of  without  any  pro- 
found effect  upon  the  nervous  system  being  produced.  These  individuals 
may  drink  to  a  point  much  beyond  moderation,  and  still  suffer  no  marked 
inconvenience,  the  alcohol  seemingly  affecting  some  other  organ,  which 
may  be  either  the  liver  or  kidneys,  so  that  cirrhosis  or  degeneration  of 
other  kinds  may  take  the  place  of  the  cerebral  trouble  in  the  beginning. 

'  Magnan  considers  that  hemi-anajsthesia  and  general  pai-alysis  arc  quite  com- 
mon results  of  cln-onic  alcoholism,  op.  cit.,  p.  134.  ^ 
*  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System,  p.  850. 
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IMiiles  !U-o  niiicli  more  often  affected  tliaii  females,  .-is  the  statistics  of 
Magnan  show  : — 


M. 

F. 

1870  . 

.  35 

2 

1871  . 

.  42 

2 

1870  . 

.  216 

51 

1871  . 

.  159 

47 

1870  . 

.  120 

11 

1871  . 

.  90 

14 

Acute  alcoholism  (D.  T.) 
Subacute    ' ' 
Chronic  " 

This  fact  has  been  confirmed  by  statistics  collected  by  the  Health  De- 
partment of  New  York.  During  the  year  1873,  45  deaths  were  reported 
from  delirium  tremens,  but  four  of  whom  were  females.  It  is  probable  that 
thei-e  were  many  more  cases  which  were  not  reported  as  such. 

Women,  however,  though  not  so  subject  to  chronic  alcoholism  as  men, 
often  drink  to  excess,  and  not  rarely  develop  delirium  tremens.  This 
bad  habit  is  confined  chiefly  to  either  extreme  of  society — the  very  lowest 
class,  or  the  highest  in  the  social  scale.  Among  the  latter  the  amount  of 
private  dram-drinking  is  astonishing ;  and  though  the  "  skeleton  in  the 
closet"  is  carefully  guarded  by  the  friends  of  the  patient,  it  is  by  no  means 
uncommon  for  the  physician  to  be  called  in  to  attend  cases  of  delirium 
tremens  in  high  life. 

Absinthe,  which  is  extensively  used  in  Paris,  and  is  beginning  to  be 
introduced  into  this  country,  produces  a  terrible  form  of  delirium  tremens, 
•in  which  mania  is  a  marked  feature ;  and  a  form  of  epileptiform  attack  is 
also  quite  common. 

Alcoholism  is  much  more  often  observed  between  the  twentieth  and  the 
fiftieth  year,  and  is  very  rare  before  that  time. 

As  to  hereditary  predisposition  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said,  but  when 
we  attempt  its  consideration  we  depart  from  the  immediate  subject.  Oc- 
cupation and  mental  influences  have  much  to  do  with  the  making  of  drunk- 
ards or  hard  drinkers.  Barkeepers,  and  individuals  exposed  to  severe 
weather,  are  commonly  addicted  to  drink  ;  the  one  either  feeling  obliged 
to  be  convivial  or  indulging  only  because  the  liquor  is  so  accessible,  and  the 
other  because  he  "  needs  something  to  keep  out  the  cold."  Mental  depres- 
sion, grief,  and  business  worry  are  interesting  in  their  social  features,  but 
do  not  strictly  come  within  the  scope  of  an  article  of  this  character. 

Mortid  Anatomy  and  Pathology  The  prolonged  use  of 

alcohpl  is  followed  by  marked  changes  in  the  structure  of  the  nervous 
substance.  In  the  early  stages  there  may  be  found  appearances  which 
are  ordinarily  met  with  in  uncomplicated  cerebral  congestion,  viz.,  enlarged 
vessels,  injected  meninges,  and  effusions  of  serum.  These  may  vary  greatly 
in  their  extent  and  appearance,  and  may  be  associated  with  a  fatty  degene- 
ration of  the  vascular  walls,  patches  of  softening,  or  even  little  foci  of  in- 
duration. The  disease  leaves  its  traces  most  indelibly  stamped  as  menin- 
geal thickening  and  opalescence,  and  perhaps  encysted  collections  of  blood, 
which  have  been  described  in  speaking  of  pachymeningitis.  Tlie  sinuses 
are  en"-orged,  and  the  dura  mater  may  be  adherent  to  its  underlying  mem- 


ALCOHOLISM. 


357 


branes  ;  or  they,  in  turn,  may  be  in  sucli  close  contact  in  spots  with  tlie 
cortex  that  their  removal  necessitates  the  tearing  out  of  patches  of  super- 
ficial "ray  substance.  The  convolutions  will  be  found  to  be  atrophied  and 
reduced  in  size,  and  the  ganglia  at  the  base  are  ol'teu  greatly  softened. 

Many  observers,  among  them  Carlisle  and  Percy,  have  found  alcohol  m 
the  fluids  in  the  ventricles.  Besides  these  intracranial  changes,  the  liver, 
kidneys,  and  stomach  present  appearances  witli  which  all  pathologists  are 
familiar.  The  arteries  througliout  the  body  are  found  to  have  undergone 
atheromatous  degeneration,  and  this  is  seen  in  the  brain  to  a  very  decided 
degree.  As  to  the  condition  alluded  to  by  various  observers,  viz.,  the 
mechanical  change  exerted  directly  by  the  contact  of  alcohol  Avith  the  tis- 
sues, I  think  there  has  been  much  exaggeration.  The  sclerosis  so  often 
seen  is  much  more  probably  the  result  of  interstitial  inflammatory  change 
tlian  a  chemical  transformation. 

The  experiments  made  by  Anstie,'  Magnan,=  Percy,  Marcdt,='  and 
Motet*  settle  with  great  certainty  the  pathological  processes  which  follow 
the  toxic  administration  of  alcohol.  Anstie  took  a  full-grown  dog  weigh- 
ing 10  lb.  4  ozs.,  and  injected  6  ozs.  of  mixed  alcohol  and  water  into  the 
stomach  at  1  P.  M.    No  food  had  been  taken  for  four  hours  pi-eviously. 

1.4P.M.  Animal  obviously  affected;  staggers  in  walking,  and  fre- 
quently falls  down.  The  hind  quarters  are  weak,  and  skin  of  hind  limbs 
insensitive.    Resp.  24;  circulation,  140. 

1.6  P.M.  Dog  lies  extended  on  the  floor  quite  drowsy,  but  capable  of 
being  revised  ;  fore-limbs  retain  slight  degree  of  voluntary  power.  Tongue 
protruded,  and  the  dog  "  slavers"  still.  Skin  about  mouth  anaesthetic  ; 
conjunctiva  sensitive. 

1.7.30  P.  M.  Animal  falls  on  its  side,  comatose  and  snoring.  Conjunc- 
tiva insensitive  with  other  parts.  Resp.  20  ;  circulation,  184,  tolerably 
strong.  Ano-genital  region  was  sensitive  to  painful  impressions.  Pupil 
strongly  contracted  at  first,  but  became  dilated  at  1.25,  little  sensitive  to 
light ;  antesthesia  remained  ;  eyes  still  insensitive  ;  continuous  tremor  of 
hind-legs  began  and  continued  for  a  short  time.  Respiration  declined  in 
frequency  and  became  gasping,  and  ceased  at  3.5  P.M.,  two  hours  after 
the  ingestion  of  the  alcohol,  tlie  heart  beating  64  per  minute.  It  remained 
in-itable  for  some  minutes  later.  Much  more  complete  and  earlier  coma 
followed  the  administration  of  larger  doses. 

The  continued  toxic  use  of  alcohol  produces  changes  not  only  upon  the 
nervous  system  directly,  but  secondarily  through  other  organs  which  are 
primarily  affected.  A  large  quantity  of  alcohol  taken  into  the  system  in- 
duces pathological  changes  somewhat  after  the  following  manner :  A  cer- 
tain portion,  quite  small  in  amount,  is  excreted,  and  may  be  detected  in 
the  breath,  urine,  bile,  and  sweat,  while  the  greater  proportion  remains  in 


'  Stimulants  and  Narcotics,  p.  335  et  seq.  2  Op.  cit.,  p.  117. 

^  Do  la  folic  cans6e  par  I'abus  des  boissons  aleooliques,  thfese  do  1847. 
^  Consid6rations  g6n6ralcs  sur  I'alcoolisme,  et  plus  particuliferement  des  cffets 
toxiques  sur  I'homme  par  la  liqueur  d' absinthe,  1859. 
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file  blood,  gfciitly  altering  its  cluiriictoi-  uiul  iiulucing  a  laig«  mimbcr  of 
interesting  changes.  Lallemanil,  Marc^t,  and  various  experimenters  liave 
found  that  the  excretions  contained  mucli  pure  alcohol,  and  otiiers  have 
detected,  by  the  clironiic  acid  test,  traces  of  alcohol  forty-eight  hours  after- 
wards. Anstie  declares,  liowever,  that  but  tlie  merest  fraction  of  tlie 
amount  taken  is  eliminated  in  its  unclianged  form.  In  tliis  conclusion  he 
differs  from  the  authorities  I  have  (juoted.  Tlie  alcohol  remaining  in  the 
blood  is  partially  eliminated  in  its  decomposed  state  (carbonic  oxide  and 
"water),  while  a  certain  quantity  remains.  The  internal  organs  are  con- 
gested, notably  the  liver,  kidneys,  and  lungs,  so  that  excretion  is  very 
slowly  performed,  and  the  urine  voided  is  scanty  in  amount,  devoid  of 
the  chlorides,  and  ricli  in  urates.  The  blood  circulates  sluggishly,  and 
contains  fat  and  sugar.  I  have  also  found  sugar  in  the  urine,  which  pro- 
bably resulted  from  irritation  of  the  medulla  as  well  as  certain  disturbances 
of  kidney  and  liver  function. 

The  abundance  of  carbonic  acid  requires  double  duty  upon  tlie  part  of 
the  lungs,  and  consequently  respiration  becomes  labored  and  quickened. 
The  natural  oxidation  of  the  blood  is  seriously  embarrassed,  and  elimina- 
tion is  retarded  most  seriously. 

The  nervous  system  of  course  suffers  from  this  change  in  its  badly  nour- 
ished state.  Degeneration  of  the  nervous  elements  follows,  and  interstitial 
thickening  and  medullary  metamorphoses  take  place,  so  that  the  loss  of 
function  is  very  great.  The  pneumogastric  being  implicated,  the  lungs 
and  other  organs  are  not  properly  innervated,  and  many  of  the  curious 
evidences  of  such  disorder  follow.  This  is  illustrated  by  the  tendency  to 
pneumonia  which  often  exists  as  a  feature  of  alcoholism. 

The  sympathetic  system  is  of  course  implicated.  The  actual  presence 
of  alcohol  is  attended  by  vaso-motor  paresis,  and  a  number  of  vascular 
changes  probably  follow.  It  might  be  well,  before  closing,  to  refer  to  a 
condition  of  the  cranial  bones  noted  by  Lancereaux  and  others.  A  hard- 
ening and  thickening  is  due  to  nutritive  changes,  Avhich  Anstie  thinks  is 
not  a  true  hypertrophy,  as  the  original  texture  of  the  bone  is  lost. 

Prognosis  A  table  prepared  by  Mr.  Neilson  from  the  Eegistrar- 

General's  report  shows  that  the  probable  duration  of  life  in  individuals 
who  have  reached  the  20th,  30th,  40th,  50th,  and  60th  years,  and  who 
have  been  either  temperate  or  intemperate,  is  about  the  following : — 


Havini^  reached 
the  age  of 

Has  an  average  chance 
of  still  surviving 

20 

44.21  years 

30 

3G.48  " 

40 

28.79  " 

50 

21.25  " 

60 

14.28  " 

But  the  intemperate  have  an  average  chance 
of  surviving  only 


15.53  years,  or  35  ])L>r  ct.  of  the  duration  of 
life  of  the  general  population. 
13.80    "    "  38 

11. G2    "    "  40        "        "  " 
10. 8G    "    "  51       "       "  " 
8.94    "    "  G3       "       "  " 


This  applies  only  in  a  general  way  to  the  subject,  but  is  significant  in 
showing  how  greatly  the  alcoholic  habit  diminishes  the  patient's  chances. 
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In  regard  to  the  prognosis  of  tlie  actual  attack,  there  is  rarely  any  rea- 
son to"  ear  a  fatal  termination  unless  the  patient  lias  liad  a  number  of 
previous  ones.  Coma  and  convulsions  should  be  looke.l  upon  with  grave 
suspicion,  as  they  greatly  diminish  the  patient's  tendency  to  recovery. 
Chronic  alcoliolism  is  more  unfavorable.  Should  the  i^tient  survive 
his  immediate  nervous  trouble,  it  is  very  likely  tliat  disease  of  some 
other  orgiin  will  carry  him  off.  Mucli  depends  upon  his  ability  to  reform  ; 
and  no  assurance  can  be  given  that  he  will  recover  until  this  is  accom- 
plisiied. 

Diagnosis  The  only  diseases  for  which  alcoholism  may  be  mistaken 

are:  1.  General  paralysis;  2.  Sclerosis,  and  paralysis  agi  tans;  3.  Soften- 
ing ;  4.  Dementia. 

1.  General  paralysis  differs  from  delirium  tremens  in  the  fact  that  in  the 
former  the  delusions  are  always  pleasurable  and  exalted.  The  general 
jjaralytic  is  the  king,  the  capitalist,  the  ruler  of  the  universe;  the  alco- 
holic patient  is  depressed,  dejected,  and  sad.  These  differences,  taken  into 
consideration  with  the  fact  that  the  patient  suffers  from  anorexia,  that  his 
face  is  flushed,  and  the  conjunctiviB  red,  ought  to  settle  the  real  natm-e  of 
the  trouble.  Anstie^  alludes  to  the  presence  of  acne  as  a  pathognomonic 
sign.  Chronic  alcoholism  may  very  closely  resemble  general  paralysis, 
but  there  is  more  proper  dementia  in  the  latter. 

2.  Sclerosis  and  paralysis  agitans  are  sometimes  confounded  with  chro- 
nic alcoholism  when  there  is  much  disturbance  of  coordination.  The 
tremor  and  incoordination  are  mucli  greater  during  voluntary  action,  how- 
ever, in  the  first  conditions,  and  there  is  rarely  any  mental  disturbance  in 
either. 

3.  Softening  resembles  chronic  alcoholism,  but  the  paralysis  and  speech 
disturbance  are  much  more  pronounced,  there  generally  being  aphasia,  and 
the  headache  besides  is  quite  different  from  that  of  alcoholism. 

4.  Senile  dementia  may  make  the  diagnosis  somewhat  difficult.  The 
previous  history  of  the  patient,  however,  will  generally  clear  away  any 
doubts  that  may  arise. 

Treatment — The  physician's  first  attempt  should  be  to  prevent  the 
patient  from  further  indulging  his  depraved  appetite.  How  this  is  to  be 
accomplished  depends  very  much  upon  his  surroundings,  temperament, 
and  condition.  If  the  attack  arises  during  a  debauch,  I  prefer  to  cut 
off  at  once  the  supply  of  alcohol,  unless  he  is  utterly  prostrated.  If 
the  attack  occurs  after  cessation,  we  may  then  give  small  quantities  of 
stimulants,  and  "  taper  off."  Should  he  be  irritable  and  excited,  immediate 
recourse  to  sedatives  and  hypnotics  should  be  had  (FF.  87,  3,  4,  33, 
39,  23).  I  have  great  faith  in  the  bromides,  lupulin,  or  simple  reme- 
dies of  this  class.  Fifteen  or  twenty  grains  of  the  bromide  of  calcium, 
given  in  a  drachm  of  the  tr.  lupulin  twice  or  three  times  a  day,  is  often 
suflicient  to  quiet  the  nervous  state.  A  good  cathartic  which  shall  increase 
the  action  of  the  liver,  and  hasten  elimination  of  the  alcohol,  is  an  early 


'  Article  on  Alcoholism,  Kcynolds's  System,  vol.  ii.  p.  IGO. 
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form  of  trciitiiient  wlilch  is  gfiicrally  recommended.  Sliould  the  insomjiia 
be  troublesome  or  the  delirium  violent,  we  may  admiiiisler  either  the 
bromides,  or  the  mono-bromide  of  eamplioi-  (F.  87),  which  I  make  the 
claim  of  being  the  first  to  use  for  this  puri)ose.  It  may  be  given  in  pilu- 
lar  form,  made  up  with  confection  of  roses,  in  doses  of  five  grains  every 
hour  until  sleep  is  produced.  The  bromides  of  calcium  or  sodium  in  thirty 
grain  doses  every  two  hours  sometimes  succeed,  or,  better  still,  they  may  be 
combined  with  chloral  hydrate,  so  that  the  patient  shall  take  fifteen  grains 
of  each  every  two  hours  until  the  excitement  sul)sides.  Cannabis  indica 
(FF.  81,  39)  has  enjoyed  great  popularity  in  the  treatment  of  this  trouble, 
and  sliould  be  given  in  doses  of  from  one-lialf  to  one  grain  of  the  extract. 
Should  the  maniacal  excitement  be  intense,  I  know  of  no  better  remedy 
than  morphine  administered  hypodermically,  but  not  hy  the  mouth,  as  it 
may  lie  unabsorbed  for  some  time  without  producing  any  effect ;  and  the 
physician  may  be  tempted  to  give  still  more  than  the  ordinary  dose,  when 
to  his  surprise  absorption  takes  place,  and  its  cumulative  action  follows. 
Digitalis  has  been  recommended  in  large  doses,  and  Anstie  preferred  the 
powder  because  the  alcohol  of  the  tincture  interfered  with  the  proper  action 
of  the  drug.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  application  of  digitalis  stupes 
to  the  lumbar  I'egion  and  the  abdomen  favors  kidney  action,  and  does  more 
good  than  when  the  medicine  is  given  by  the  mouth. 

It  is  of  importance  that  the  action  of  the  skin  and  bowels  should  be 
increased.  For  the  first  object,  small  doses  of  tartar  emetic  assist  the 
emunctory  action  of  the  skin,  while  the  compound  jalap  powder  induces 
copious  and  watery  discharges  from  the  bowels.  Cold  to  the  bead,  either 
by  ice-bags  or  cloths  wet  with  ice-water,  blisters  to  the  calves,  and  local 
abstraction  of  blood  may  be  resorted  to  in  violent  cases.  As  to  food: 
when  the  worn-out  stomach  refuses  all  ordinary  articles  of  diet,  it  will 
rarely  reject  iced  milk,  whicb  may  be  given  in  all  cases.  After  a  while 
soups,  nutritious  broths,  or  bouillon  made  from  beef,  or  Valentine's  beef 
juice,  or  Borden's  extract  of  beef,  either  of  which  is  preferable  to  the  Liebig 
extract  on  account  of  the  nauseous  taste  of  the  latter,  may  be  given  in  lib- 
eral quantities.  Small  doses  of  carbonic  acid,  seltzer,  or  ApoUinaris 
water,  or  coffee  may  be  administered  before  eating,  and  gently  stimulate 
the  stomach,  in  this  respect  taking  the  place  of  the  drams. 

The  patient's  nausea  may  be  corrected  by  the  aromatic  spirits  of  ammo- 
nia, or  bismuth  and  morphine  (FF.  89,  34,  33),  the  latter  in  very  small 
doses. 

In  chronic  alcoholism  the  aim  of  the  physician  should  be  to  restore  the 
normal  action  of  the  viscera ;  to  stop  the  supply  of  drink  ;  and  to  freely  admin- 
ister the  various  preparations  of  iron,  quinine,  and  phosphoric  acid,  as 
well  as  cod-liver  oil  (FF.  8,  9,  10,  32,  40,  12).  I  have  found  that  the 
new  preparation  known  as  dialyzed  iron  (F.  11)  is  well  borne  by  the  irri- 
table stomach,  does  not  constipate,  and  is  therefore  an  excellent  remedy. 
This  may  be  given  with  tr.  digitalis  and  tr.  nux  vomica  (F.  90). 


HYDROPHOBIA. 


361 


HYDROPHOBIA. 

Synonyms  Rnbios  canina;  Paraphobiji ;  Lyssfipliobiu  (?). 

The  name  adopted  to  express  that  form  of  nervous  trouble  whicli  some- 
times follows  the  bite  of  a  rabid  animal  is  an  evident  misnomer,  as  tiie 
definition  of  the  term  signifies  "  a  dread  of  water."  As  this  is  but  one 
symptom,  and  by  no  means  a  constant  one,  the  first  synonym  is  much 
more  expressive  and  appropriate,  and  is  in  every  Avay  preferable  to  that  in 
general  use. 

Symptoms  1.  Period  of  Incuhation — After  the  receipt  of  tlie 

bite,  whiei)  may  produce  an  extensive  wound,  or,  as  is  the  case  sometimes, 
an  insignificant  scratch,  a  period  of  time  extending  from  a  few  months  to 
several  years  may  elapse  before  the  appearance  of  tlie  second  stage.  The 
wound  may  heal  by  first  intention,  giving  rise  to  no  inconvenience,  or 
there  may  be  redness  and  neuralgic  pain.  A  history  of  this  kind  is 
usually  given  by  the  patient,  and  is  based  upon  an  exaggerated  statement 
of  the  actual  facts,  which  arises  from  a  disordered  imagination,  while  his 
story  of  the  accident  and  of  his  subsequent  symptoms  is  tinctured  with  a 
decided  fiavor  of  romance.  Nervous  derangement  dependent  upon  fear, 
digestive  disorders,  mental  worry,  and  others  of  the  same  category,  gen- 
erally characterize  this  first  stage. 

2.  Period  of  Invasion — At  the  end  of  the  period  of  incubation,  the 
first  alarming  symptoms  noticed  are  those  connected  with  the  cicatrix, 
which  becomes  painful  and  tender,  and  at  the  same  time  there  are  pains 
Avhich  dart  along  the  nerves  in  the  vicinity.  There  are  next  generally  head- 
ache and  a  sense  of  epigastric  oppression,  with  constipation,  broken  sleep, 
and  a  feeling  of  general  discomfort.  At  the  end  of  two  or  three  days, 
during  which  the  patient  suffers  intensely,  we  may  expect  the  appearance 
of  the  next  stage. 

3.  The  Period  of  Development — With  aggravation  of  the  symptoms 
just  enumerated,  we  find  added  thereto  a  sense  of  constriction  about  the 
throat,  irregular  and  quickened  respiration,  rigidity  of  the  muscles  of  the 
neck,  discomfort  in  deglutition,  and  spasms,  Avhich  begin  in  the  muscles  of 
the  throat  and  back  of  the  neck,  and  gradually  invade  those  of  the  back. 
The  spasms  give  rise  to  much  pain,  which  is  sometimes  spinal  and  at  others 
muscular.  The  patient  is  at  this  stage  delirious  and  flighty,  and  gene- 
rally has  delusions  in  which  dogs  play  an  important  part.  The  difficulty 
of  swallowing,  which  next  follows,  is  not  so  great  when  solids  are  taken. 
Fluids,  on  the  contrary,  seem  to  produce  an  aggravation  of  the  spasms, 
and  the  mere  sound  of  splashing  or  trickling  water  will  excite  a  convulsive 
seizure.  To  add  to  the  sufferings  of  the  patient,  there  is  excessive  thirst, 
which  is  very  distressing.  His  face  becomes  dusky,  and  his  eyes  promi- 
nent and  wild.  He  tosses  from  side  to  side  if  placed  in  bed,  tiie  saliva 
running  from  the  angle  of  the  mouth  in  a  viscid  stream.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  disease  this  secretion  becomes  thicker  and  mixed  with  mucus, 
and  it  collects  in  the  trachea  and  bronchi.    These  symptoms  may  last 
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two  or  tlireo  duys,  wliilc  in  tlie  mean  time  the  reflex  excitability  becomes 
so  great  as  to  precipitate  a  convulsion  under  the  least  stimulus.  The 
pulse  is  rai)i(l,  the  headache  more  severe,  the  air-passages  become  filled, 
and  respiriilion  is  grcady  interfered  Avith.  The  convulsions  are  readily 
produced  by  blowing  upon  the  patient,  or  by  jarring  him,  or  even  by  slam- 
ming the  door.  At  this  stage  he  becomes  partially  unconscious,  is  quite 
delirious,  and  very  much  agitated.  Previous  to  death  there  is  a  marked 
rise  in  the  temperature,  and  in  one  case  I  saw,  the  history  of  which  I  shall 
presently  relate,  the  temperature  rose  to  103°,  and  I  believe  there  was 
even  a  subsequent  rise.   Hammond  considers  that  it  may  often  reach  110°. 

Death  occurs  in  two  or  three  days  in  most  cases,  but  it  may  be  delayed 
a  day  or  tM'o  longer.  Incontinence  of  urine  and  feces  precedes  the  end ; 
the  immediate  cause  of  death  being  asphyxia  from  spasmodic  stenosis  of 
the  larynx,  or  obstruction  of  the  air-passages  by  mucus.  I  had  the 
privilege  of  seeing  one  case  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Augustus  Viele,  of  tlie 
Health  Department  of  the  city,  which  was  subsequently  reported  by  Dr. 
Hadden.* 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Hadden  and  Deputy  Coroner  Leo,  I  was 
also  enabled  to  observe  the  post-mortem  appearances  of  the  brain  and  cord 
after  the  patient's  death.  Dr.  Hadden  describes  the  case  so  clearly,  that 
I  shall  mainly  use  his  own  words. 

"  On  the  24th  ultimo,  at  8.30  P.  M.,  I  was  called  to  attend  a  young 
man  named  AYm.  McCormick,  residing  at  No.  309  East  51st  Street,  a 
native  of  this  city,  aged  26  years,  athletic  in  appearance,  of  usually  good 
health,  nervous  temperament,  and  of  moderately  temperate  habits ;  by 
occupation  a  driver  of  an  express-wagon.  He  was  in  bed,  complaining 
of  nervousness,  soreness  in  his  neck  and  throat,  strange  feelings  of  tight- 
ness around  his  chest.  His  countenance  was  anxious,  pupils  of  his  eyes 
were  dilated,  and  his  general  ap])earance  was  like  one  who  was  in  fear  of 
impending  danger,  and  not  in  extreme  pain.  He  told  me  that  his  throat 
was  so  sore  that  he  could  not  swallow  anything — not  even  water.  This, 
he  thought,  was  due  to  some  simple  medicine  he  had  taken,  and  not  to 
any  serious  ailment.  I  noticed  his  throat  was  not  swollen  on  the  outside, 
and  that  his  voice  was  whining,  and  unlike  a  person  sutfering  from  any 
ordinary  soreness  within.  I,  however,  examined  his  throat  within,  but 
found  nothing  to  account  for  this  difficulty  ;  it  was  perfectly  healthy  in 
appearance.  His  pulse,  respiration,  and  temperature  were  normal,  ex- 
cepting an  occasional  sigh.  I  observed,  also,  a  little  disposition  to  hack 
and  spit,  but  in  no  way  troublesome.  He  complained  also  of  thirst,  but 
said  he  could  not  drink,  he  knew,  for  the  very  sight  of  water  made  him  shud- 
der. I  told  him  his  throat  was  not  sore,  and  urged  him  to  try.  He  assented, 
and  water  was  accordingly  brought,  which,  at  sight,  caused  a  violent  spasm. 
He  threw  himself  around  in  the  bed,  forward  and  backward,  and  told  the 
party  to  take  it  away  at  once,  as  it  would  kill  him.  He  immediately 
afterwards  called  for  the  goblet,  and  said  he  was  very  thirsty  and  must 
drink,  seized  it,  and  with  a  violent  effort  succeeded  in  taking  a  single 


'  Jom-nal  of  Psychological  Medicine,  May,  1870,  p.  80. 
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swallow,  which  was  followed  by  a  severe  convulsive  shiuliler  and  contrac- 
tion of  the  uuiseles  of  the  neck  and  chest."  Dr.  Iladden  ascertained  the 
fact  that  he  had  been  bitten  by  a  doj--,  and  tiien  inquired  about  the  symptoms 
antecedent  to  his  visit.  "  Wedneschiy  and  the  two  preceding  days  lie  was 
complaining  of  general  lassitude  and  nervousness  ;  had  not  been  able  to 
sleep  at  night ;  was  thirsty,  and  had  drunk  a  great  deal  of  water ;  liad 
eaten  but  little ;  ajjpetite  very  poor,  and  on  AVediiesday  afternoon  he 
seemed  to  be  growing  worse.  He  went  out  ui)on  the  street,  but  soon  re- 
ttn-ned,  saying  that  it  was  very  chilly,  and  he  could  not  stand  the  air  at  all. 
While  taking  a  cup  of  tea  at  G  P.M.  the  same  evening,  he  first  showed 
signs  of  difKculty  in  swallowing.  Shortly  afterwards,  as  he  was  going  to 
tlie  kitclien,  lie  was  met  by  a  draught  of  cold  air,  which  so  staggered  liim 
tliat  he  nearly  fell  ;  he  then  went  to  bed,  where  I  found  liim.  After 
giving  the  necessary  caution  to  the  family,  I  ordered  fifteen  grains  of 
bromide  of  potassium  to  be  given  every  hour.  I  left,  and  returned  at 
10.30  P.  M.  .  .  .  Fonnd  him  in  about  tlie  same  condition  I  had  left  him, 
only  his  pulse  Avas  irregular,  and  his  spasms  more  frequent.  The  saliva 
Avas  a  little  more  troublesome,  and  he  also  could  not  swallow  without 
great  dilHculty.  I  was  called  again  at  2.30  A.  M.,  tlie  messenger  stating 
that  the  patient  had  become  very  violent,  and  that  they  Avere  nnable  to 
restrain  him.  I  Avent  immediately.  .  .  .  Found  him  in  a  frightful  state 
of  excitement ;  had  broken  doAvn  the  bed,  and  was  struggling  Avith  his 
attendants  to  get  at  liberty.  He  was  shouting  and  crying  out  to  them  to 
let  him  go,  and  called  for  water,  Avhich,  Avhen  brought,  he  could  not  drink. 
His  mind  Avas  clear,  and  he  knew  all  those  around  him  ;  Avas  spitting  a 
viscid  saliva,  but  Avas  careful  not  to  spit  upon  any  one,  not  even  on  liis 
clothes.  It  was  so  abundant  that  his  attendants  Avere  obliged  to  yvipe  it 
from  his  lips.  Dr.  Leavitt  and  myself,  after  viewing  the  case  in  all  its 
aspects,  concluded  to  inject  in  the  tissues  of  the  leg  half  a  grain  of  mor- 
piiine  and  one-sixty-fom-th  of  a  grain  of  atropine  in  solution,  Avhicli  Avas 
done  at  3  A.  M.  by  Dr.  Leavitt.  We  carefully  Avatched  the  effect  till  3.30 
A.  M.,  Avhen,  his  violence  having  in  no  Avay  abated,  another  injection  Avas 
given  in  the  same  part  of  three-eigliths  of  a  grain  of  morphine  and  one- 
eighth  of  a  gi'ain  of  atropine,  AA^hich  in  some  degree  produced  the  charac- 
teristic effect  of  morphine,  and  very  clearly  the  appearances  of  the  atropine ; 
for,  notAvithstanding  he  Avas  struggling  violently,  the  saliva,  Avhich  had 
been  very  troublesome,  Avas  completely  dried  up ;  so  much  so  that  the 
patient  remarked  that  he  was  very  thirsty,  and  his  'mouth  felt  as  if  he  liad 
been  chewing  a  brick.'  Fifteen  drops  of  chloroform  were  then  injected,  Avith 
no  effect  Avhatever,  unless  to  Aveaken  his  already  weak  and  frequent  pulse. 
At  4.15  A.  M.  tln-ee-eigliths  of  a  grain  of  morphine  Avere  again  introduced 
under  the  skin  Avithout  atropine.  Tliis  quieted  the  patient,  so  that  he  Avas 
easily  restrained,  and  he  remained  in  this  condition  from  4.30  till  10  A.M., 
Avhen  the  effects  had  so  far  passed  off  that  the  attendants  Avere  alarmed 
at  his  violence  and  the  abundance  of  saliva  that  he  Avas  spitting  from  his 
mouth.  At  10.15  A.  M.  three-eighths  of  a  grain  of  morphine  in  solution 
Avere  injected  in  the  tissue  of  the  thigli,  Avhich  served  to  temper  doAvn  the 
increasing  violence  of  the  spasms,  but  did  not  stop  the  floAv  of  saliva.  I 
accordingly,  at  10.45  A.  M.,  injected  three-eighths  of  a  grain  of  morphine 
and  one-fortieth  of  a  grain  of  atropine,  Avhich  had  the  desired  effect  of 
producing  tlie  quieting  effect  of  the  morphine  and  the  specific  effect  of  the 
atropia  on  the  salivary  glands.    The  poisonous  effects  of  the  morphine  and 
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iitropiii  were  at  no  time  ii])i)iireiit.    lie  died  at  4.15  P.  M.  June  26,  1874 
about  twenty-four  liours  after  the  first  spasm."  '  ' 

Dr.  Hammond  saw  the  patient  on  the  morning  of  the  2Gth,  and  corrobora- 
ted Dr.  Iladdcn's  diagnosis.  I  saw  him  at  three  o'clock  of  the  same  day,  and 
found  liini  lying  upon  the  floor  bound  with  twisted  sheets,  the  ends  of  which 
were  held  by  his  attendants.  He  was  very  violent,  and,  thougli  there  were 
no  very  marked  convulsions,  he  seemed  to  be  quite  rigid,  and  liis  forearms 
were  flexed  during  most  of  the  time.  He  was  semi-comatose,  and  groaned 
occasionally,  but  took  no  notice  of  those  about  him,  and  did  not  speak. 
His  respirations  were  quick,  and  there  was  a  rattling  sound  produced  in 
his  throat  with  each  expiration  and  inspiration.  A  quantity  of  quite  thick 
mucus  and  saliva  was  spat  up  during  my  visit,  and  there  seemed  to  be  a 
very  free  secretion  of  this  substance.  Tiie  pupils  were  widely  dilated,  and 
as  far  as  I  could  judge  there  was  no  marked  elevation  of  temperature.' 

Recent  cases  of  hydrophobia  have  been  reported  by  Francois,"  Edwards,^ 
Smith,*  and  Hanscom.°  The  case  of  the  latter  is  so  interesting  and  so 
graphically  detailed,  that  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  giving  it  in  its  entirety. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  November  a  good-natured  pet  spaniel, 
which  had  never  been  known  to  snap  at  any  one,  suddenly  and  without 
any  provocation  sprang  at  his  mistress.  His  master  whipped  him,  and 
he  was  left  in  the  cellar  of  the  house  until  the  time  for  his  dinner. 
While  eating  it  in  the  company  of  a  pet  cat,  as  he  had  been  accus- 
tomed to,  without  ever  having  molested  her,  he  suddenly  seized  the  cat 
and  threw  her  across  the  room.  The  owner  reached  out  his  hand  to  catch 
the  dog,  when  the  latter  caught  him  tightly  by  the  wrist  and  inflicted  a 
deep  wound,  biting  him  three  times  ;  the  skin  became  lacerated  wliile 
making  an  effort  to  shake  him  off'.  It  was  supposed  at  the  time  that  the 
dog  was  irritable  from  the  whipping  which  he  had  received  in  the  moi-ning, 
and,  as  he  expected  another  for  snapping  at  the  cat,  defended  himself  by 
biting.  Half  an  hour  after,  the  patient  applied  to  me  for  treatment,  and 
believing  it  to  be  too  late  for  excision  or  cauterization  to  be  effective,  and 
as  there  was  no  history  of  hydrophobia,  I  dressed  the  w^ound  with  a  solu- 
tion of  carbolic  acid.  It  healed  readily,  and  the  patient  attended  to  his 
business  as  usual  in  four  or  Ave  days.  Soon  after  the  infliction  of  the  bite 
the  dog  disappeared  and  he  did  not  return  for  thirty-six  hours ;  nothing 
could  be  ascertained  of  his  whereabouts  or  of  his  behavior  during  that  time. 
When  he  returned  he  was  very  much  exhausted,  and  had  the  appearance 
of  having  been  severely  beaten.  From  what  I  can  learn  of  those  who  saw 
him  he  gradually  grew  weaker,  apparently  losing  the  use  of  his  legs,  espe- 
cially the  hind  ones,  whicli  he  would  drag  after  him.  He  died  quietly, 
with  his  head  in  the  lap  of  his  mistress,  without  having  had  a  convulsion, 
excessive  flow  of  saliva,  or  tremors.    On  the  13th  day  of  January  (fifty- 


'  In  this  case  the  newspapers  were  filled  with  scnscational  accounts  of  the  patient's 
illness,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  prove  that  the  dog  was  not  mad.  It  is  need- 
less to  say  that  such  was  probably  not  the  case,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
dog  was  never  found. 

2  Bost.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  May  1  7,  1877.        Ibid.,  March  lo,  1877. 

<  Ibid.,  March  15,  1877,  '  *  Ibid.,  April  19,  1877. 
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four  (lays  nfter  the  injury),  tlie  paticut  bc'<riui  to  have  slioohng  ])iuiis  in 
the  forearm,  but  not  especially  localized.  They  did  not  radiate  Ihmi  the 
cicatrix,  and  there  was  no  change  in  the  appearance  of  the  latter.  On  the 
following  dav  the  pain  had  increased  so  much  that  he  required  one-sixth 
of  a  grain  of"  morphia  to  relieve  him  ;  it  was  given  subcutaneously,  and 
was  repeated  the  next  morning.  After  that  there  was  very  little  pain  in 
the  arm,  and  no  appreciable  change  in  the  pulse  or  temperature.  He  was 
despondent,  and  stated  on  the  morning  of  the  IBth  that  '  he  felt  sick  and 
used  up  all  over;'  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  bed  in  the  afternoon,  and  then 
for  the  first  time  began  to  have  some  dilficulty  in  SM'allowing.  This  synip- 
tom  was  not  manifested  by  an  attempt  to  drink  watei-,  but  during  an  effort 
to  swallow  some  herb  tea  which  he  was  accustomed  to  take  when  ill,  and 
which  he  believed  would  relieve  his  bad  feelings.  There  was  no  trismus; 
he  was  quiet  and  inclined  to  doze.  At  5  P.  M.  Dr.  11.  H.  A.  Beach  saw 
the  patient  with  me,  and  agreed  that  the  history  of  the  case  in  connection 
with  the  symptoms  then  existing  indicated  the  probable  development  of 
hydrophobia,  and  an  unfavorable  prognosis  was  given  to  the  patient's 
brother,  Avho  promised  not  to  communicate  it  to  the  patient  or  his  friends 
until  the  disease  should  be  fully  declared.  His  pulse  at  that  time  was  102, 
and  the  temperature  in  the  axilla  102°  F.,  face  flushed,  tongue  coated. 
The  cicatrix  presented  no  unusual  appearance,  nor  was  it  tender.  A  dark 
room  was  agreeable  to  him,  but  on  raising  the  curtains  the  light  did  not 
disturb  him  in  the  least.  He  was  perfectly  rational,  and  had  some  thirst, 
but  no  sore  throat.  He  made  an  attempt  to  swallow  a  teaspoonful  of  milk, 
but  was  obliged  to  give  it  up  from  the  moment  that  the  fluid  touched  his 
lips.  Immediately  after  this  attempt  unmistakable  spasmodic  contraction 
of  muscles  between  the  chin  and  sternum  Avas  observed.  Mentally  the 
patient  was  perfectly  clear,  and  not  disturbed  by  the  unsuccessful  attempt 
at  swallowing  fluids,  but  said  he  would  try  it  again  when  he  should  be 
more  thirsty.  This  symjitom,  excepting  when  he  swallowed  teaspoonful 
doses  of  medicine,  continued  until  his  death.  He  Avas  obliged  to  relieve 
his  thirst  by  sucking  ice  and  snow  through  a  napkin.  The  air  from  a  fan 
or  from  adjusting  the  bed-clothing  caused  a  shudder.  Occasional  sighing 
was  noticed  after  the  second  day ;  it  grew  deeper  and  more  frequent  until 
the  end.  When  disturbed  from  any  cause  his  respiration  was  of  a  spas- 
modic character,  so  much  so  at  times  as  to  interfere  with  his  speech. 

On  the  following  morning  (the  16th)  his  pulse  was  96,  and  mild  de- 
lirium first  developed  ;  this  also  continued  until  his  death.  He  Avas  easily 
controlled  throughout  the  disease.  He  became  very  suspicious  of  the 
people  about  him,  believing  that  they  Avere  attempting  to  make  him  the 
victim  of  practical  jokes,  then  of  being  poisoned.  One  hallucination  Avas 
continuous  from  the  time  that  the  delirium  first  developed  :  he  thought 
that  some  one  had  thrown  a  dirty  poAvder  on  him,  and  he  Avas  continually 
making  efforts  to  shake  it  off  from  himself  and  his  clothing.  He  was  also 
A-ery  cross  and  dictatorial,  but  showed  no  disposition  to  snap  or  bite. 

Between  four  and  five  P.  M.  on  the  18th  he  began  to  have  spasmodic 
contraction  of  the  muscles  of  the  chest,  larynx,  and  throat ;  some  of  them 
lasted  nearly  a  minute,  and  prevented  him  from  taking  an  inspiration. 
He  also  had  a  profuse  discharge  of  saliva  sufficient  to  Avet  his  clothing 
through  from  his  chin  down  to  his  hips.  The  spasmodic  contractions  con° 
cerned  in  respiration  exhausted  him  rapidly,  and  he  died  quietly  at  8.1;"), 
Avhile  sitting  up  in  a  chair.  This  position  became  necessary  from  the  fact 
that  he  could  not  lie  on  his  side,  and  if  on  his  back  the  saliva  accumulated 
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SO  nijiidly  tliat  it  nl)striict('(l  liis  ros[)iriition.  For  the  last  twenty  minutes 
before  liis  deiitli  tiiere  was  no  spusm.  lie  lived  live  days  after  the  first 
general  symptom.  At  no  time  was  he  disturbed  by  the  sound  of  ringing 
bells  or  running  water.  Mor])hia  in  one-fourth-grain  doses,  and  chloral  and 
bromide  ol'  polassiuni  in  lil'icen-grain  doses  of  each  at  the  same  time  were 
given  as  needed.  Anaesthetics  were  not  required.  At  the  solicitation  of 
his  friends  he  was  allowed  to  take  a  pill,  tlie  prescription  ibr  which  was 
said  to  be  one  hundred  years  old  and  to  have  cost  originally  live  hundred 
poimds.  It  had  the  reputation  of  curing  and  preventing  many  cases  of  the 
disease.  No  change  in  his  symptoms  could  be  attriljuted  to  its  action,  noi- 
could  its  composition  be  ascertained.  It  was  given  as  a  ])lacebo,  on  the 
chances  that  an  hysterical  element  existed  in  this  case  ;  that  wiiatever 
oflered  encouragement  to  the  patient  without  the  possibility  of  injury  in 
his  hopeless  condition  was  justifiable,  but  so  far  as  the  evidence  furnished 
by  one  case  is  of  value  its  inellicacy  was  demonstrated.  The  permission 
of  the  friends  for  an  autopsy  could  not  be  obtained.  The  particular  symp- 
toms of  the  disease  which  Avere  not  observed  in  the  dog  when  seen  might 
have  existed  during  the  thirty-six  hours  that  he  was  absent. 

The  proximity  of  the  wound  to  the  ulnar  nerve  and  its  character 
(punctured  and  lacerated)  suggested  the  consideration  of  tetanus  as  an 
explanation  of  the  symptoms  ;  the  latter  seemed  to  be  fairly  excluded, 
however,  on  the  ground  that  delirium  was  continuous  from  the  third  day 
of  the  attack,  and  that  at  no  time  did  trismus  or  any  other  form  of  tonic 
spasm  exist ;  the  profuse  discharge  of  saliva  was  also  corroborative  of  this 
view.  The  unquestionable  existence  of  repeated  attacks  of  laryngeal 
spasm  ;  the  fact  that  the  symptoms  developed  after  a  considerable  interval 
had  elapsed  from  the  date  of  the  injury ;  that  for  three  hours  previous  to 
bis  death,  and  after  he  became  wholly  unconscious,  marked  spasms  of  the 
chest  and  throat  occurred  at  intervals  of  from  three  to  five  minutes  ;  that 
death  occurred  as  a  result  and  within  five  days  following  the  development 
of  symptoms  characteristic  of  the  disease,  reasonably  offsets  a  theory  that 
the  hydrophobic  symptoms  were  simulated  by  an  hysterical  man. 

In  Smith's  case  the  period  of  incubation  was  about  two  months,  and  the 
paroxysms  were  ushered  in  by  vomiting,  fear  of  water,  and  febrile  symp- 
toms. On  the  third  day  of  the  disease  he  became  delirious,  and  on  the 
fourth  died.  The  sound  made  by  the  patient,  which  is  so  often  compared 
to  the  bark  of  a  dog,  was  likened  by  the  author  to  that  made  by  a  croupy 
child.  In  Edwards's  case,  the  period  of  incubation  was  about  five  months. 
The  injury  was  insignificant,  but  with  the  invasion  of  the  disease  there 
was  pain  in  the  cicatrix  which  extended  up  the  arm.  In  this  patient  there 
was  also  dread  of  fiuids,  especially  water.  On  the  second  day  the  convul- 
sions began.  The  same  day  she  spat  up  bloody  mucus.  At  the  end  of 
sixty  hours  from  the  first  local  pain  she  died. 

Causes  The  circumstances  which  concern  the  etiology  are  still 

enshrouded  in  mystery.  Hammond  is  of  the  opinion  that  rabies  may  be 
communicated  by  a  dog  that  is  not  mad,  and  brings  forward  several  cases  to 
prove  his  theory.  I  cannot  agree  with  him,  for  it  seems  to  me  higlily  im- 
probable tliat  there  should  be  so  few  cases  of  this  disease  if  the  bite  of  a 
non-rabid  animal  can  inoculate  an  individual.  Bouley  states  that  in  no 
way  can  the  disease  be  transmitted  other  than  by  inoculation  with  the  saliva. 
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In  this  statement  he  receives  the  cndorsemont  of  :^^^lgendie  iind  otiiers. 
Another  point  remains  to  he  answei-cd,  and  this  is  in  regard  to  the  trans- 
mission of  virus  from  one  person  to  another  wilhont  the  second  person 
being  bitten.  Fleming  has  given  an  example  which  shows  that  this  may- 
take  place. 

In  the  spring  of  the  present  year  I  was  subpoenaed  to  serve  as  a  juryman 
in  the  case  of  "a  boy  who  had  died  of  rabies.  At  about  the  same  time 
anotlier  death  occurred  which  the  attending  physician  said  was  simply  the 
result  of  fear,  and  not  of  hydrophobia.  A  careful  inquiry  and  examination 
of  witnesses  revealed  the  i'ollowing  history,  which  I  think  proved  beyond 
a  doubt  that  the  cause  of  death  in  both  cases  was  the  bite  of  a  rabid  cat. 
This  cat  had  found  her  way  into  a  stable  on  Thirty-fourth  Street,  and  had 
bitten  a  liorse.  This  horse  afterwards  died  in  convulsions,  and  from  all  I 
could  learn  the  cause  of  death  was  hydrophobia.  In  an  adjoining  yard  the 
cat  bit  one  of  the  boys,  who  also  died,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  bit  the 
other  boy,  whose  inquest  we  attended.  Both  of  these  victims  died  within 
a  short  time  of  each  other.  In  one  of  these  cases  there  was  but  a  slight 
scratch. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology — CliflFord  Albutt,i  Meynert, 
Elder,''  and  Hammond''*  have  all  made  autopsies,  and  still  there  seems  to  be 
very  little  light  thrown  upon  the  pathogeny  of  the  disease.  Hammond 
found  granular  degeneration  of  the  nerve-cells  of  the  cortical  layer  of  the 
brain,  and  extravasations  of  blood  in  the  medulla  Avith  destruction  of  cell- 
contents.  The  gray  matter  of  the  nuclei  of  the  pneumogastric  and  hypo- 
glossal nerves  had  undergone  granular  degeneration.  Albutt  found  en- 
largement of  vessels  in  the  cerebral  convolutions,  pons,  medulla,  and  spinal 
cord,  and  granular  disintegration.  Elder  found  absolutely  nothing  ;  and 
Lockhart  Clarke,  who  examined  parts  of  the  brain,  medulla,  and  cord, 
found  the  utter  absence  of  any  lesion. 

Kolesnikoff*  reported  the  appearance  of  the  nervous  centre  in  ten  dogs 
that  had  died  of  hydrophobia.  "  The  parts  examined  included  the  hemi- 
spheres, corpora  striata,  tlialami  optici,  cornua  ammonis,  cerebellum,  me- 
dulla oblongata,  spinal  cord,  the  sympathetic  and  vertebral  ganglia.  The 
most  marked  changes  Avere  observed  in  the  two  latter,  and  were  as  fol- 
lows :  1.  The  vessels  were  enlarged,  choked  with  red  blood-corpuscles  ; 
occasionally,  extravasated  red  corpuscles  and  round  indifferent  elements 
(probably  white  corpuscles)  were  found  in  the  perivascular  spaces.  The 
walls  of  the  vessels  were  here  and  there  filled  with  hyaloid  masses  of  vari- 
ous forms,  which  occasionally  extended  into  the  lumen  of  the  vessels,  and 
closed  this  as  a  thrombosis  would.  Not  far  from  these  masses  collections 
of  white  and  red  blood-corpuscles  could  be  observed,  the  latter  deprived  of 
color.    They  could  be  seen  also  in  all  stages  of  metamorphosis  into  hya- 


'  Med.  Record,  i.  22.  »  Dis.  of  Nervous  System,  pp.  654-660. 

3  Brit.  Med.  Journ.,  vol.  ii.  1871. 
Centralblatt  fur  Med.  Wissen.,  No.  50,  1875.     Abst.  Phil.  Med.  Times, 
Feb.  5,  1876. 
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loid  globules.  2,  In  the  perieiiUiiliir  spaces  of  the  nerve-cells  could  be 
observed  collections  of  round  iiidill'erent  elements,  whose  i)enetration,  to 
the  number  of  five  to  eight  or  even  more,  pressed  out  the  protoplasm  of 
the  cells.  Tiiis  ])enctrati<)n  of  the  elements  spoken  of  was  frequently  suffi- 
cient to  change  the  form  of  the  nerve-cells,  giving  them  at  different  times 
a  sac-formed,  bulged,  or  fUittened-out  ai)pearance.  Further,  the  nucleus 
■was  sometimes  pushed  towards  the  peripiiery  of  the  cell  and  surrounded 
by  many  round  elements.  In  other  cases,  only  groups  of  round  (indif- 
ferent) bodies  could  be  observed  in  place  of  the  nerve-cells.  In  isolated 
nerve-cells  the  changes  described  could  also  be  observed." 

The  body  of  Dr.  Iladden's  patient  was  examined  by  the  deputy  coroner 
and  several  physicians,  among  whom  were  Drs.  Clymer,  Hammond,  Cross, 
and  myself.  The  calvarium  was  removed,  and  great  congestion  of  the 
meninges  and  brain  was  observed.  The  sinuses  were  much  engorged,  but 
there  was  very  little  effusion  either  upon  the  surface  of  the  brain  or  in  the 
ventricles.  The  lower  surface  of  the  brain  appeared  to  be  slightly  softened 
in  patches,  but  there  was  nothing  else  to  attract  attention,  except  it  might 
perhaps  have  been  a  great  hardness  of  the  pituitary  body.  Dr.  Hammond's 
microscopical  examination  was  subsequently  made,  and  I  have  already 
alluded  to  its  results.  The  internal  viscera  were  all  hypera^mic,  but 
there  were  no  other  morbid  appearances.  The  larynx  and  trachea  were 
found  to  be  very  much  injected,  and  the  latter  contained  a  quantity  of 
frothy  mucus.  Dr.  Willis  has  found  the  blood  of  persons  who  have  died 
from  this  disease  to  be  very  fluid  and  of  a  dark  color. 

The  question  to  be  answered  is,  whether  this  affection  is  a  primary  dis- 
order of  the  nervous  centres  or  whether  it  is  the  result  of  general  blood- 
poisoning.  I  am  inclined  to  accept  the  latter  theory,  as  the  array  of  facts 
is  too  meagre  to  permit  any  positive  assertion  as  to  its  nervous  origin. 
Like  other  disorders,  not  essentially  nervous,  there  is  a  period  of  inocu- 
lation, of  incubation,  of  invasion,  and  development.  I  thinkj  then,  that 
in  this  respect  this  disease,  as  well  as  tetanus,  resembles  closely  some 
of  the  exanthemata.  Hammond  compares  the  disease  with  tetanus,  epi- 
lepsy from  reflex  causes,  and  other  nem-oses  of  the  same  description,  and 
is  inclined  to  consider  it  a  nervous  disease  "per  se. 

Diagnosis  It  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  a  great 

many  so-called  cases  of  hydrophobia  are  not  this  disease  at  all,  and  that 
certain  forms  of  hysteria  bear  to  it  a  close  resemblance.  Fright  may 
act  so  powerfully  upon  the  nervous  system  that  a  train  of  symptoms  may 
be  produced  very  much  like  those  of  the  genuine  affection.  A  case  of  this 
kind  occurred  at  Bellevue  Plospital  a  year  or  two  ago,  in  which  the  symp- 
toms counterfeited  those  of  the  real  disease  in  every  respect,  and  the  patient 
finally  died.  It  was  found  that  the  individual  had  not  only  never  been 
bitten,  but  that  he  actually  died  of  fear,  his  imagination  having  been 
stimulated  by  the  sensational  articles  in  the  newspapers.  Dr.  J.  W.  S. 
Arnold,  of  the  University,  who  examined  the  brain  and  cord,  was  unable 
to  find  the  slightest  indication  of  any  morbid  change.    The  only  other 
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conditions  from  wliich  we  may  be  required  to  make  a  differential  diagnosis 
are  tetanns,  Calabar  bean,  and  picrotoxin  poisoning.  In  the  former  tliere 
ai-e  many  points  of  resemblance,  and  occasionally  a  dread  of  liquids  and 
a  dilRculty  in  swallowing.  In  tetanus,  however,  the  ri'sus  sardonicus 
is  present,  the  spasms  are  tonic,  and  there  is  opisthotonos,  and  tlie  mind 
is  clear  to  the  last. 

In  poisoning  by  both  agents,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  the  rapidity  of 
their  action  is  conspicuous,  and  a  dose  of  either  would  carry  the  patient 
ort'  in  a  few  hours,  more  or  less.  In  picrotoxin  aiul  Calabar  bean  poisoning 
there  are  many  of  the  symptoms  of  hydrophobia,  such  as  clonic  spasms, 
frothing,  I'ise  of  temperature  ;  but  no  dread  of  water,  nor  delirium. 

Epilepsy  may  resemble  hydrophobia,  but  it  is  only  when  the  attacks  are 
numerous  and  closely  connected  that  such  a  mistake  could  possibly  occur. 

Marbaix*  "  gives  a  case  of  epileptiform  convulsions  more  or  less  resem- 
bling hydrophobia,  in  a  man  who  had  been  bitten  four  days  before  by  a 
cat ;  they  were  accompanied  by  delirium  and  hyperesthesia  of  the  optic 
nerve,  a  stray  light  thrown  across  his  eyes  causing  a  convulsive  attack. 
The  shortness  of  the  incubation,  the  blueness  of  the  face,  without  the 
'  vultueuse'  expression  characteristic  of  hydrophobia,  the  delirium,  and  the 
melanciioly,  not  exalted,  condition,  combined  with  a  history  of  an  epileptic 
attack  a  year  before,  prevented  the  case  being  looked  upon  as  one  of  true 
hydrophobia." 

Prognosis — In  true  hydrophobia  it  is  very  bad.  I  believe  there 
never  have  been  more  than  one  or  two  genuine  cures  reported;  and  if  others 
have  been  claimed,  it  is  probable  that  no  rabies  existed,  but  that  the  affec- 
tion described  was  simply  hysteria.  The  chance  of  inoculation  seems  to 
be  a  matter  of  interest,  for  of  the  reported  cases  in  wliicli  individuals  have 
been  bitten,  it  has  been  found  that  about  two-thirds  of  them  subsequently 
developed  symptoms  of  rabies. 

Treatment — We  rarely  see  these  patients  until  actual  evidences  of 
madness  have  appeared.  If,  however,  we  are  fortunate  enough  to  be  called 
to  the  individual  immediately  after  he  has  been  bitten,  we  may  either  incise 
or  cauterize  the  wound.  It  is  well  to  ligate  the  limb  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  then  remove  en  masse  the  piece  of  the  muscle  which  has  been  pene- 
trated by  the  teeth  of  the  rabid  animal.  Various  writers  recommend  the 
cupping-glass,  which  should  be  applied  to  the  excised  part  till  it  abstracts 
several  ounces  of  blood  from  the  wound.  A  pencil  of  nitrate  of  silver  may 
be  thrust  into  the  punctures  made  by  the  teeth  of  the  dog  until  they  are 
well  cauterized,  and  a  strong  solution  (5ij-§j)  should  be  applied  afterwards 
by  means  of  a  piece  of  folded  linen,  which  is  to  be  covered  by  oil  silk. 

I  am  convinced  that  no  remedy  can  do  good  where  the  disease  has 
already  appeared,  except,  perhaps,  curare,  which  has  been  tried;  and  in 
one  case,  where  it  was  prescribed  by  Dr.  Austin  Flint,  Sr.,  it  is  said  to 
have  saved  the  patient's  life. 

The  case  must  be  desperate,  however,  when  this  powerful  substance  is 


'  PresseM6d.  Beige,  18G9,  237. 
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resortod  to,  for  its  prepiiratioii  is  not  ulways  tiie  same,  and  no  two  sjieci- 
ments  are  of  the  same  strength.  It  has  been  injected  hypodermically  in 
doses  of  one  grain. 

Offonherg'  reports  the  cnre  of  a  girl  of  eigliteen.  8he  received  at  first 
liypoderniic  injections  of  morphine  and  ciiloroforni,  hut  there  was  no  im- 
provement in  licr  condition.  Seven  hypodermic  injections,  aggregating 
tliree  grains  of  curare,  were  afterwards  given  in  the  course  of  six  hours.  Tlie 
nuiscuhir  disturbance  subsided  at  once,  and  tliere  was  ultimate  recovery. 
The  convulsions  were  succeeded  by  jiaralysis,  whicli  gradually  disapp(!ared. 

Hot  baths  have  been  recommended,  but  I  cannot  find  that  they  have 
ever  cured  a  case  of  this  kind. 


PIYSTERIA. 

Definition. — It  would  be  almost  impossible  to  give  a  concise  defini- 
tion of  this  most  protean  of  nervous  affections,  for  it  simulates  a  multitude 
of  organic  and  functional  diseases  so  peifectly,  that  the  task  of  considering 
it  in  any  systematic  manner  would  be  attended  with  great  difficulty.  The 
nervous  system  in  this  respect  is  like  the  "  general  utility"  actor.  It 
plays  the  most  varied  parts.  Sometimes  we  are  presented  with  a  hemi- 
plegia or  paraplegia,  and  at  others  with  contractures  which  seem  to  be  the 
result  of  organic  disease,  so  permanent  and  intractable  do  they  appear. 
Convulsions,  anassthesia,  urinary  and  other  troubles  of  a  more  or  less 
gi'ave  character,  swell  tlae  list,  until  we  are  almost  inclined  to  look  upon 
it  as  a  "disease  of  the  Devil,"  and  cease  to  wonder  at  the  credulity 
and  superstition  of  those  who  believe  in  demoniac  possession  and  witch- 
craft. Confining  ourselves  as  closely  to  the  subject  as  possible,  we  con- 
clude that  hysteria  is  a  disease  of  an  emotional  character  chiefiy  among 
women,  in  which  the  symptoms  are  rarely  the  same  in  any  two  instances, 
but  among  a  large  number  of  cases  tliere  can  be  noticed  a  certain  simi- 
larity. 

Symptoms  These  symptoms  may  be  gi-ouped  as  sensorial,  moto- 

rial,  and  visceral.  Sensorial  symptoms  are  of  three  kinds:  hyperjesthetic, 
anjESthetic,  and  mental.  Hyperesthesia,  though  much  more  common  than 
anfesthesia,  is  not  so  marked.  Large  areas  of  hypersesthesia  may  be  de- 
tected by  careful  examination,  though  the  patient  usually  saves  this 
trouble,  for  she  calls  attention  to  the  weiglit  of  her  clothes,  the  pressure  of 
some  fold  of  her  underwear,  or  the  contact  of  some  very  light  substance 
which  is  pronounced  unbearable.  The  external  organs  of  generation  are 
extremely  sensitive,  and  the  slightest  touch  of  the  finger  or  speculum  pro- 
duces a  spasm  and  great  agony.'    Coition  is  impossible,  and  one  patient 


1  Wien.  Med.  Presse,  1876,  No.  ]. 

2  I  have  been  able  to  stop  an  hysterical  paroxysm  by  firm  pressure  upon  the 
■ovary.  Light  pressure  gi'eatly  iiggruvated  the  i)aticnt's  discomfort.  Other  ob- 
servers have  called  attention  to  this  phenomenon,  among  them  Charcot. 
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called  my  attention  to  a  horrible  shooting  pain  which  occurred  whenever 
her  luish'iind  approached  her.  Hyperajsthcsia  about  the  nipples,  at  the 
end  of  tlie  coccyx,  .and  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  is  alluded  to  by  vari- 
ous writers.  Charcot  lias  directed  attention  to  the  i)roniinence  of  these ; 
and  Bri(iuct  has  described  fixed  pains  of  the  abdomen  which  he  called 
ccelahjice,  and  of  450  cases  he  found  200  presenting  this  symptom.  They 
were  hypogastric  and  iliac,  but  more  commonly  the  latter.  These  have 
sometimes  been  mista,ken  for  the  pain  of  peritonitis;  there  is,  however, 
no  tenderness,  but  simply  superficial  elevation  of  sensibility.  The  patient 
often  calls  attention  to  vague  pains  in  difterent  parts  of  the  body,  of  a 
transitory,  and  sometimes  permanent  character.  She  complains  of  strong 
light  and  loud  noises,  and  insists  upon  perfect  quiet,  although  she  will  her- 
self talk  and  cry  in  a  very  noisy  manner.  All  of  her  pains  are  increased 
when  her  attention  is  concentrated  upon  them,  but  when  her  mind  is 
diverted  she  will  bear  very  rough  treatment  without  complaint. 

Neuralgic  pain,  a  familiar  variety  being  the  clavus  hystericus,  is  a  com- 
mon form  of  complaint.  Various  local  pains  are  also  experienced,  and 
these,  among  others,  include  alterations  in  sensibility  which  simulate  lum- 
bago ;  indeed,  a  very  constant  hysterical  complaint  is  backache,  which  the 
patient  generally  attributes  to  the  kidneys.  A  most  interesting  form  of 
hysterical  dyssesthesia  has  received  mention  from  Skey,  Paget,  and  others, 
and  is  veiy  often  mistaken  for  rheumatism.  The  joints  are  neither  swollen 
nor  red,  however.  Moriz  Meyer,'  in  an  interesting  article  upon  the  sub- 
ject, gives  the  leading  points  in  diagnosis  as  follows  :  "  1.  The  neuralgia  is 
of  a  diurnal  form  entirely.  2.  Light  pressure  of  joints  produces  pain,  but 
comparatively  violent  handling  is  not  at  all  painful.  3.  The  temperature 
of  the  affected  joint  undergoes  variations.  4.  There  is  no  loss  of  sub- 
stance of  the  muscles  of  an  unsound  limb.  o.  The  cure  is  usually  spon- 
taneous." The  mental  disturbances  are  of  the  most  interesting  character, 
whether  expressed  by  transient  emotional  excitement  or  apparent  pro- 
longed unconsciousness.  Examples  of  the  lighter  grades  are  too  familiar 
to  need  description,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  allude  to  the  outbursts  of 
immoderate  laughter  or  crying  which  occur  when  there  is  no  reason  for 
either  emotional  elation  or  depression.  Such  individuals  may  indulge  in 
laughter  at  church  or  at  a  funeral,  and,  while  perfectly  aware  of  the  im- 
propriety of  their  conduct,  will  be  utterly  unable  to  restrain  themselves. 
Illusions,  hallucinations,  and  even  delusions  are  evidences  of  a  very  irri- 
table condition  of  the  nervous  centres,  as  are  ecstasy  and  mental  excite- 
ment of  various  kinds,  such  as  belief  in  impending  calamity  or  death. 
The  involuntary  use  of  foul  words  and  gestures,  and  a  remarkable  eccen- 
tricity of  behavior,  are  additional  suggestions  of  a  disordered  state  of  the 
emotions.  Wynter,'^  in  his  excellent  little  book,  thus  alludes  to  a  condi- 
tion which,  after  all,  is  but  a  manifestation  of  hysteria. 


'  Berliner  Klin.  Woch.,  1874,  No.  26. 
*  Borderland  of  Insanity,  p.  3. 
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"There  is  .1  terrible  stage  of  consciousness  in  wliidi,  unknown  to  <anv 
other  liuinun  being,  an  indivichial  keeps  up  as  it  were  a  terribh;  liaiuUto- 
iiand  conflict  with  himself  when  he  is  proui])ted  by  an  inward  voice  to  use 
disgnstiui?  words,  whicli,  in  his  sane  nionients,  he  loathes  and  abiiors. 
These  voices  will  sometimes  suggest  ideas  which  are  diametrically  opposed 
to  the  sober  dictates  of  liis  conscience.  In  such  conditions  of  mind,  jirayers 
are  turned  into  curses,  and  the  chastest  into  the  most  libidinous  thoughts."' 
The  will  is  quite  weak,  while  the  emotions,  far  from  Ijeing  held  in 
abeyance  to  tlie  extent  which  they  are  in  health,  respond  to  trivial  idea- 
tional impressions.  The  hysterical  person  firmly  believes  herself  to  be  tlie 
subject  of  various  disorders  of  a  greater  or  less  serious  character;  is  ho[)e- 
less;  believes  in  a  speedy  fatal  termination  of  her  imaginary  trouble  ;  and 
can  only  be  convinced  of  her  mistake  by  fear  of  the  remedy  suggested,  or 
by  some  strong  appeal  to  her  appetite  or  comfort.  While  in  a  state  which 
may  sometimes  appal  the  observer,  the  patient  declares  her  inability  to 
walk.  If,  hoAvever,  some  powerful  excitement  be  produced,  such  as  an 
alarm  of  fire,  slie  quickly  recovers  the  use  of  her  legs.  I  have  recently 
seen  a  most  interesting  case  of  hysterical  torticollis,  in  Avhich  the  patient 
refused  to  turn  or  raise  her  head.  I  quietly  seated  myself  at  lier  other 
side,  and  engaged  her  attention  so  fully  that  after  a  while  she  turned  her 
head  and  talked  for  some  time ;  and  it  was  only  when  I  referred  to  the 
subject  of  her  troubles  that  she  quickly  resumed  her  original  position,  and 
I  could  not  persuade  her  to  change  it.  She  may  at  times  believe  that  she 
is  deaf  or  dumb,  and  remain  in  such  an  uncomfortable  condition  for  years, 
punishing  not  only  herself,  but  making  all  about  her  uncomfortable. 

Hysterical  aniesthesia  has  received  a  great  deal  of  attention  of  late 
years  from  the  French  observers,  especially  from  Charcot  and  Briquet,  as 
well  as  Piorry  and  Gendrin.  Briquet^  has  found  that  this  condition  occurs 
more  frequently  on  the  left  than  upon  the  right  side.  It  may  be  superfi- 
cial or  deep,  even  affecting  the  muscles  and  bones.  Reynolds  has  found 
it  limited  often  to  the  back  of  the  hand  or  foot,  or  about  the  mouth  and 
nose.  The  vaginal  canal  and  the  lining  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth 
are  also  places  Avhere  there  may  be  loss  of  sensation.  Hysterical  anes- 
thesia not  rarely  follows,  or  comes  on  during  a  convulsive  attack,  and 
lasts  for  a  variable  time.  It  may  subside  in  a  few  hours,  or  continue  for 
months  at  a  time.  During  its  existence  the  most  violent  stimuli  will 
fail  to  restore  sensibility  ;  and  I  have  often  used  powerful  counter-irri- 
tants, electricity,  or  even  the  hot  iron,  without  any  response  whateA'er. 
The  loss  of  sensation  may  extend  more  deeply,  so  that  the  underlying 


'  Hysterical  girls  and  women  occasionally  evince  a  depraved  appetite,  eating 
all  sorts  of  extraordinary  things.  The  school-girl  habit  of  eating  slate-pencils  is 
an  example  of  this.  I  have  personally  observed  this  evidence  of  hysteria  on 
many  occasions.  A  young  lady  recently  under  treatment  ate  enormous  (juantities 
of  nutmegs.  The  morbid  appetite  of  pregnancy  is  probably  an  hysterical  dis- 
order. 

«  Trait6  Cliniquc  et  Th6rapeutique  dc  rHyst^rie,  Paris,  1859. 
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muscles  may  be  utterly  without  sensation.  This  pcculiurity  probal'ly  ex- 
plains the  insusceptibility  to  pain  spoken  of  by  Carrd  de  Montegoi-on.  The 
Jansenists  or  Convulsionnaires  "  became  so  wrought  up  by  religious  ex- 
citement tliat  they  fell,  twenty  or  more  at  a  time,  into  violent  convulsions, 
and  demanded  to  be  beaten  with  huge  iron-shod  clubs,  in  order  to  be 
relieved  of  an  unbearable  pressure  upon  the  abdomen.  One  of  the  bro- 
tliers  Marion  felt  notliing  of  the  thrusts  made  by  a  sharp-pointed  knife 
against  his  abdomen." 

Xot  only  may  there  be  analgesia,  but  loss  of  appreciation  of  heat  or 
cold,  and  the  surface  may  become  blanched  and  white,  and  the  skin  even 
bloodless.  Brown-Setpiard  has  demonstrated  the  absence  of  blood ;  a  fact 
which  has  an  historical  interest  in  connection  Avith  the  tests  of  the  early 
religious  enthusiasts.  Charcot  alludes  to  the  epidemic  of  St.  Medard, 
when  the  cut  of  a  sword  failed  to  produce  any  flow  of  blood.  The  tem- 
perature of  the  anaesthetic  spot  is  sometimes  lowered  two  or  three  degrees, 
and  varies  in  difterent  regions.  There  may  be  antesthesia  of  the  mucous 
membranes  of  the  mouth,  the  pharynx,  and  larynx;  or  the  organs  of  spe- 
cial sense  may  be  implicated,  and  a  resulting  ainaurosis,  amblyopia,  or  deaf- 
ness ensue.  In  a  paper  upon  "Hysterical  Affections  of  the  Eye,"  by  Dr. 
Geo.  C.  Harlan,*  of  Philadelphia,  attention  is  directed  to  retinal  anajsthesia 
and  various  hysterical  disorders  of  an  interesting  character. 

"  Almost  any  derangement  of  vision  may  be  counterfeited.  A  little  girl 
of  eight  years  complained  that  every  object  that  she  looked  at  seemed 
covered  with  diagonal  white  lines,  the  direction  of  which  she  indicated 
with  her  finger.  As  the  ophthalmoscope  revealed  a  normal  fundus,  a 
favorable  prognosis  was  given.  This  was  made  more  positive  the  next 
day,  when  the  white  lines  changed  to  blue,  and  was  justified  by  the  early 
disappearance  of  the  difficulty. 

"  In  the  second  class  of  cases  Ave  have  more  or  less  retinal  anaesthesia, 
Avith  anomalous  and  variable  symptoms,  changing,  perhaps,  at  each  exami- 
nation. 

"  In  the  third  class  of  cases  the  parts  afiected  have  been  the  retina,  the 
muscle  of  accommodation,  the  external  muscles  of  the  eyeball,  and  the 
elevator  of  the  upper  eyelid. 

"  It  is  not  very  uncommon  to  meet  Avith  patients  who  have  apparently 
perfect  eyes  and  full  acuity  of  vision,  but  who  say  that  the  test  letters  be- 
come blurred  and  unrecognizable  after  they  haA^e  looked  at  them  for  a  feAv 
seconds.  That  this  is  due  to  an  exhaustion  of  the  sensibility  of  the  retina, 
Avhich  disables  it  from  the  sustained  performance  of  its  function,  and  not 
to  an  irregular  action  of  the  accommodation,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  it 
jjcrsists  Avhen  the  eye  is  fully  under  the  effects  of  atropia." 

Taste  and  smell  are  sometimes  impaired,  so  that  there  is  a  greater  or 
less  extensive  loss  or  a  perversion,  the  patient  declaring  tliat  natural  odors 
are  reversed,  or  that  articles  of  food  are  tasteless. 


'  Phil.  Med.  and  Surg.  Rep.,  August  12,  187G. 
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Tlie  motorial  syini)toms  urp,  niiintii-ous,  uiul  may  bo  eitlier  of  a  sthenic, 
or  ustlienic  cliaracter.  Tlic  simplest  include  spasms,  violent  gesticulations, 
and  contractures:  the  more  obstinate,  paralysis  of  either  a  hemiplegic, 
or  para])l('<>ic,  or  even  a  local  Coriii,  and  chorea  and  convulsions,  as  well  as 
various  kinds  of  muscular  incoordination.  Tiie  individual  may  assume 
the  most  painful  positions,  the  limbs  being  rigidly  flexed  or  extended,  and 
the  face  distorted  by  grimaces  of  the  most  absurd  description.  Sometimes 
there  is  torticollis,  or  siiasm  of  some  small  group  of  muscdes,  or  the  muscular 
rigidity  may  even  amount  to  opisthotonos,  pleurothotonos,  or  emprosthotonos, 
and  these  forms  of  trouble  are  much  more  marked  in  conditions  of  hystero- 
epilepsy  and  hystero-catale[)sy.  The  dependence  of  these  motorial  pheno- 
mena upon  reflex  excitement  is  their  marked  feature,  slight  peripheral 
irritations,  uterine  trouble,  or  sexual  excitement  of  any  kind,  often  being 
the  origin  of  the  affection. 

The  pharynx,  larynx,  and  not  rarely  the  stomach  arc  implicated,  so 
that  difficulty  of  swallowing,  loss  of  speech,  and  vomiting  are  resulting 
phenomena.  Hysterical  attacks  of  a  convulsive  character  are  met  with 
sometimes,  when  the  patient  is  apparently  unconscious,  but  is  in  reality 
not  at  all  so.  There  is  slow  respiration,  which  is  scarcely  perceptible,  and 
small  weak  pulse.  The  legs  and  arms  may  be  wildly  thrown  about,  or 
rigidly  extended,  and  there  may  be  opisthotonos,  while  the  skin  is  livid, 
and  may  be  bathed  in  perspiration.  A  lighter  grade  of  attack  is  frequently 
seen,  in  which  the  patient,  after  a  period  of  excitement,  screams,  and  falls 
to  the  floor  (being  very  careful  not  to  hurt  herself) ;  her  muscles  become 
contracted;  she  breathes  heavily,  froths  at  the  mouth,  talks  incoherently, 
and  berates  those  about  her.  She  may  cry,  and  in  doing  so  sobs  violently, 
sometimes  catching  her  breath  in  an  alarming  manner,  frightening  her 
attendants  and  attracting  sympathy.  If  left  to  hei-self  and  not  noticed, 
she  may  fall  asleep  or  gradually  recover.  The  patient  looks  about  the 
room  during  the  attack,  and  is  undoubtedly  conscious  of  what  transpires. 
One  significant  mark  of  hysteria,  previously  alluded  to,  is  that,  however 
much  the  patient  throws  herself  about,  she  is  always  careful  not  to  do  her- 
self injury.  Pomme'  w\is  among  the  first,  to  describe  hysterical  contrac- 
tures, and  later  Gorget  related  a  case  of  hysterical  flexion  of  the  thigh 
upon  the  pelvis  which  was  supposed  to  be  due  to  coxalgia.  In  hemiplegic 
contractures  the  upper  limb  may  be  drawn  in  to  the  trunk,  the  forearm 
is  flexed  at  a  right  angle,  the  thumb  is  bent  so  that  the  point  is  buried  in 
the  palm  of  the  hand,  and  it  is  covered  by  the  other  fingers. 

According  to  Strauss,^  extension  of  the  upper  limbs  is  quite  rare.  The 
lower  limb  is  extended,  so  that  the  foot  presents  the  appearance  of  talipes 
equinus,  the  toes  having  a  claw-like  appearance.  The  thigh  is  extended 
on  the  pelvis,  and  the  whole  Wmh  is  adducted. 

Hysterical  contractures  of  a  permanent  character  may  affect  the  body, 


'  Triiit6  des  Affections  Vaporcuscs. 
'  Ues  Contractures,  Paris,  1875. 


HYSTERIA. 


375 


either  laterally  or  below  the  waist,  or  but  one  member  may  be  involved. 
Charcot'  relates  a  case  in  which  the  left  leg  was  firmly  extended.  The 
foot  presented  the  deformity  of  talipes  varus,  and  the  limb  was  very  rigid, 
so  that,  by  Hftinn;  it,  the  body  could  bo  moved  without  bending  the  knee. 
The  contracture "^could  be  overcome  by  chloroform,  but  returned  when  its 
effects  had  disappeared.  In  this  case  the  limb  was  agitated  by  a  tremor, 
or  "  tremulation  convulsive,"  as  this  author  calls  the  movement.  These 
hysterical  contractures  oltcn  last  for  years,  and  are  cured  spontaneously. 
Skey^  relates  a  case  which  is  quite  interesting. 

"  In  the  year  1864  a  young  lady  of  16  years  of  age  was  placed  under  my 
care  under  the  following  circumstances:  For  eight  months  prior  to  her 
visit  to  me,  she  has  been  suffering  from  inversion  of  the  left  foot,  which 
was  so  twisted  as  to  bring  the  point  of  the  foot  to  the  opposite  ankle  ;  in 
fact,  at  nearly  a  right  angle  with  the  foot  of  the  opposite  side.  Her  fam- 
ily consulted  a  surgeon  of  much  experience  in  tlie  treatment  of  distortion, 
and  of  orthopanlic  notoriety.  The  case  was  considered  as  an  example  of 
an  ordinary  distortion,  and  the  foot  was  placed  in  a  very  elaborately  made 
foot-si)lint,  by  the  force  of  which  it  was  made  to  approach  a  parallel  rela- 
tion to  the  opposite  side ;  but  it  was  an  approach  only,  for  no  mechanism 
could  retain  it  in  a  perfect  position,  the  toes  yet  to  some  degree  pointing 
inwards.  A  month  elapsed,  and  the  disease  continued  unchanged.  A 
second  orthopa3dic  authority  was  then  consulted  in  conjunction  with  the 
first,  and  as  no  new  light  was  thrown  on  the  disease  by  the  combined 
opinions  of  the  two,  the  same  principle  of  treatment  was  recommended  to 
be  continued,  and  the  mechanism  was  yet  somewhat  more  elaborated,  and 
thus  the  eighth  month  of  the  young  lady's  life  passed  away,  during  which 
no  constitutional  treatment  was  resorted  to,  and  loss  of  exercise,  for  she 
walked,  it  was  almost  unnecessary  to  say,  with  great  difficulty." 

Skey  examined  the  foot,  and  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  inversion 
was  too  great  to  be  due  to  the  muscles  alone,  and  discovered  that  those  of 
the  whole  limb  were  involved ;  that  the  disease  had  appeared  suddenly  in 
a  girl  of  15  years,  who  was  otherwise  well  and  strong,  and  in  whom  tlaere 
was  no  indication  of  acute  local  disease. 

The  apparatus  was  removed;  a  hearty  diet,  with  tonics,  was  ordered; 
she  was  told  to  Avalk ;  and  at  the  end  of  six  months  was  invited  to  a 
ball,  her  foot  being  still  deformed.  She  accepted  an  invitation  to  dance, 
and  remained  standing  throughout  the  entire  evening.  She  had  been 
suddenly  cured. 

Hemiplegia  and  paraplegia  of  an  hysterical  character  are  sometimes  met 
with,  as  well  as  local  paralysis,  but  the  face  is  rarely  affected  in  hysterical 
hemiparesis,  and  the  tongue  never  so. 

The  walk  is  quite  different  from  that  of  organic  hemiplegia,  and  accord- 
ing to  Todd  the  foot  is  simply  dragged  along  and  not  swung,  and  there  is 
an  absence  of  that  helplessness  which  is  so  characteristic  of  the  serious 
trouble.  Electric  sensibility  and  contractility  are  not  usually  affected, 
though  the  former  may  be  occasionally  impaired.    The  cure  is  spontane- 


'  Op.  cit.,  p.  307. 
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Oils,  iuid  there  is  never'  atropliy  or  uiiy  oi"  tlie  peculiar  tissue  elianges  or 
neuritis  which  generally  follow  henii|)legia  from  cerebral  diseases.  Para- 
plegia of  the  hysterical  variety  is  rarely  attended  by  any  urinary  or 
rectal  troubles,  and  never  by  incontinence,  and  the  muscles  are  well  nour- 
ished and  respond  to  electric  stimulation.  Some  voluntary  motion  is 
possible  in  the  recumbent  position,  and  it  is  only  when  the  patient  walks 
that  she  shows  her  loss  of  power.  Reynolds  states  tliat  a  peculiarity  of  the 
disease  is  the  fact  that  no  amount  of  help  can  keep  the  patient  fi-om  stag- 
gering or  falling;  she  may  be  supported  by  strong  arms,  but  she  sinks  to 
the  ground,  not,  however,  falling  entirely,  but  regaining  her  position  by  a 
voluntary  effort. 

The  visceral  troubles  are  a  host  in  themselves.  Not  only  may  the 
patient  complain  of  unbearable  pains  situated  in  the  liver,  stomach,  and 
other  organs,  but  there  may  be  urinary  affections  of  considerable  impor- 
tance. Two  varieties  of  hysterical  urinary  derangement  are  spoken  of  by 
Charcot,  one  being  ischuria,  and  the  other  a  complete  suppression,  which 
he  has  called  oligurie.  In  both  cases  the  urinary  passages  are  perfectly 
normal ;  in  "the  first  there  is  simple  retention  of  urine  in  the  bladder ; 
and  for  along  time  (amounting  even  to  months  or  years)  it  will  be  found 
necessary  to  use  a  catheter. 

Laycock'  has  called  attention  to  this  state  of  affairs,  which  lasts 
sometimes  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours,  during  the  menstrual  epoch. 
Charcot  has  found  the  condition  to  last  even  longer — sometimes  for  several 
days.  This  suppression  of  urine  is  occasionally  accompanied  by  vomit- 
ing, and  the  presence  of  urea  has  actually  been  discovered  in  the  vomited 
substances.  This  has  been  explained  by  the  experiment  of  Brown- 
Sequard,  who  found  that  after  certain  forms  of  mutilation  carbonate  of 
ammonia  or  free  urea  was  found  in  tlie  intestines  of  animals,  which  settled 
the  fact  that  there  was  a  "  supplementary  elimination."  This  same  con- 
dition of  affairs  is  not  unusual  in  renal  disease,  and  the  odor  of  the 
breath  and  sweat  is  decidedly  uriniferous.  Vomiting  of  fecal  matter  is  a 
rare  symptom.  There  is  in  the  majority  of  cases  a  decided  increase 
in  the  amount  of  urine  voided.  It  is  of  a  very  light  color,  quite  limpid, 
and  of  low  specific  gravity,  and  is  sometimes  discharged  during  the  con- 
vulsive seizm-e.  Digestive  disturbances,  accompanied  by  eructations  of 
wind,  borborygmi,  epigastric  pain,  and  loss  of  appetite,  are  present  in 
most  cases. 

Abstinence  from  food  and  continued  unconsciousness  need  hardly  be 
alluded  to  in  this  chapter.  Cases  of  this  kind  derive  sensational  impor- 
tance from  newspaper  description,  and  from  their  very  hysterical  nature 
suggest  fraud  and  deception.  The  case  of  Louise  Lateau,  as  well  as 
others,  has  been  cleverly  investigated,  and  is  doubtless  familiar  to  my 
readers.  The  history  of  this  class  of  cases  furnishes  us  with  many  exam- 
ples, some  of  which  are  quite  ancient. 


1  Treatise  on  the  ISTervous  Diseases  of  Women,  London,  1840,  p.  229. 
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Senneratus'  writes  of  three  individiiiils  who  ftisted  almost  two  years, 
and  "yet,  though  lean,  were  in  good  health." 

Upon  the  authority  of  Schenck,'''  we  are  informed  that  "Katherine 
IJinder,  a  native  of  the  upper  Palatinate  in  Gernumy,  was  said  to  receive 
no  other  nourishment  tlum  air  for  more  than  nine  years.  John  CalHmer, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1585,  commanded  her  to  be  watched  by  a  Minis- 
ter of  State  Ecclesiastic  and  two  Licentiates  in  Physic,  but  they  could 
make  no  discovery  of  her  being  an  impostor,  and  therefore  r("i)orted  it  to 
be  miraculous." 

A  symptom  whicli  T  am  inclined  to  think  very  common,  but  which  is 
not  generally  considered  so,  is  the  globus  hystericus.  The  patient  calls 
attention  to  a  "lump  which  rises  in  her  tliroat."  It  is  probably  nothing 
nvore  than  a  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  muscles  of  the  pharynx  or  eso- 
phagus, or  in  other  cases  a  morbid,  sensory  disturbance.  It  "rises"  from 
the  epigastrium,  and  is  attended  by  dyspnosa  and  ditficulty  in  deglutition. 
In  some  cases  obstinate  vomiting,  which  is  readily  excited  by  such  slight 
agencies  as  a  hand  laid  upon  the  surface  of  the  body,  or  the  administration 
of  a  very  small  amount  of  food,  is  a  formidable  symptom,  and  unless  cor- 
rected the  patient  may  become  speedily  exhausted.  In  one  case  which 
I  saw  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Austin  Flint,  this  condition  had  lasted  for 
several  years,  and  was  not  relieved  by  any  iTicdication,  but  was  for  a 
time  stopped  by  pressure  made  over  the  left  ovary. 

The  disease  among  males  is  of  interest  because  of  its  rarity.  A  case 
])resented  by  Bonnemaison,^  of  Toulouse,  may  be  cited: — 

The  patient  was  a  man  aged  72.  The  brother  of  the  patient  was  a 
liypochondriac;  and  his  mother,  who  died  at  the  age  of  81,  suiFered  from 
various  forms  of  nervous  disturbance,  analogous  to  those  of  her  hysterical 
son,  after  reaching  her  7Gth  year.  The  attacks  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Bonne- 
maison's  patient  came  on  three  or  four  times  in  the  twenty -four  hours; 
ushered  in,  when  occurring  during  the  night,  by  nightmare;  when  in  the 
f^fiy;  by  various  sensations,  and  usually  by  pain  in  the  epigastric  region. 
An  aura  proceeding  from  this  point  travelled  along  the  sternum  to  the 
throat,  and  thence  to  the  month  and  tongue,  and  other  regions  of  the 
body,  the  muscles  of  the  parts  affected  by  this  sensation  being  tlirown  into 
violent,  rapid,  and  unaccountable  convulsive  action.  The  patient  uttered 
strange  cries  and  yells,  or  repeated  the  same  words  over  and  over  again 
with  extreme  rapidity.  At  times  the  tongue  would  be  smacked  violently 
against  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  the  cheeks  spasmodically  puffed  out  with 
the  action  of  blowing  or  whistling,  and  the  jaws  snapped  violently  together. 


ot  dancing.  The  attacks  bore  a  strong  resemblance  to  those  of  the  "con- 
yulsionnaires"  of  St.  M^dard,  or  the  rhythmic  chorea  of  the  epidemics  of 
Louviers,  Toulouse,  and  Morziac.    The  disturbance  of  the  voluntary  mus- 
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cles  might  be  accomiKuiicd  hy  spasm  of  the  involuntary  mnscles  also,  or 
the  hitter  might  form  the  chief  phenomena  of  the  paroxysm,  consisting  in 
hiccup,  eructations,  sighs,  and  borborygmi.  During  the  whole  of  tlie^at- 
tack  the^  hyperiosthesia  of  the  skin  was  excessive,  especially  at  the  fore- 
head, eiiigastric  region,  and  sternum  ;  there  was  no  loss  of  consciousness. 
The  a,ttack  ended  either  witii  ac()i)ious  How  of  limpid  urine,  or  a  dischar'n; 
ot  tears.  There  was  never  any  pain  or  sensation  referable  to  the  genera- 
tive organs,  nor  anything  wliatever  in  the  history  or  the  symptoms  Indica- 
tive of  their  implication  in  any  way  whatever.  The  same  absence  of  any 
pathological  condition  of  the  organs  of  generation  has  been  observed  in 
cases  of  male  hysteria  observed  by  others. 

Causes — Hysteria  is  most  decidedly  an  aiFection  of  women,  and  is 

connected  in  many  instances  with  some  sexual  or  uterine  derann-ement. 
Among  men  hysteria  is  far  less  rare,  I  think,  than  it  is  supposed  to  be, 
but  with  them  the  hysterical  trouble  is  of  a  lighter  grade,  and  it  is  unusual 
for  examples  either  of  anajsthesia,  convulsions,  or  contractures  to  be  wit- 
nessed. As  a  rule,  the  hysterical  man  possesses  a  smooth  face,  slender 
figure,  soft  falsetto  voice,  large  thyroid  cartilages,  small  hands,  and  taper- 
ing fingers,  and  sometimes  large  mammas.  His  genital  organs. are  poorly 
develoi)ed,  and  his  manners  are  mincing  and  effeminate.  Hysterical 
phenomena  are,  however,  not  uncommonly  presented  by  stalwai't  men. 
Among  women  this  approach  to  the  appearance  and  behavior  of  the  other 
sex  is  inconsistent  with  the  development  of  hysteria.  Women  with  bushy 
eyebrows,  coarse  hair,  perhaps  a  slight  moustache,  angular  build,  narrow 
hips,  and  coarse  voices  are  seldom  hysterical.  They  are  "  strong-minded," 
rarely  emotional,  and  inclined  to  look  upon  the  hysterical  trouble  of  their 
weak  sistere  with  something  like  contempt. 

Reynolds  aptly  says:  "Some  women  are  as  little  likely  to  become 
hysterical  as  some  men  are  to  fall  pregnant."  It  might  be  added  :  and  as 
their  chances  to  conceive  are  diminished.  Hysteria  is  of  much  more  com- 
mon appearance  among  spinsters  and  single  women,  and  is  far  from  being 
rare  among  old  maids  who  marry  late  in  life.  A  case  of  this  kind  fell 
under  my  observation  some  years  ago.  An  examination  revealed  an  un- 
developed uterus;  and  from  the  nuj)tial  night  dated  a  series  of  nervous 
symptoms  of  a  grave  hysterical  character.  The  uterine  irritability  which 
is  connected  with  the  pregnant  state  between  the  ages  of  thirty  and  forty 
is  apt  to  produce  a  profound  impression  upon  the  nervous  system.  Among 
married  women  with  impotent  husbands,  or  among  those  who  have,  on  the 
other  hand,  suffered  through  the  lust,  inconsideration,  and  brutality  of 
luisbands  of  another  kind,  the  disease  is  not  uncommon.  The  puerperal 
state,  lactation,  and  the  cessation  of  the  catamenia  favor  its  development. 

I  have  lately  treated  a  number  of  cases  of  a  class  which  I  am  sure  is 
familiar  to  most  medical  men,  especially  to  those  who  devote  the  greater 
part  of  their  time  to  the  study  of  nervous  disease.  I  allude  to  certain  ill- 
defined  hysterical  conditions  that  are  connected  with  or  follow  the  puer- 
peral state.  These  cases  do  not  come  under  the  head  of  puerperal  mania, 
which  is  a  common  and  well-recognized  form  of  insanity,  but  are  dillicult 
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of  description  nm\  classification,  bccanse  of  tiieir  irregnlarity.  Tlie 
patients  I  have  seen  have  all  been  ui-ajmic  at  some  time  during  pregnancy, 
not  to  the  extent  wliich  is  accompanied  by  convulsions  or  other  grave 
symptoms,  but  the  blood-jjoisoning  was  much  more  extensive  than  it 
usually  is.  Barker  thinks  that  albuminuria  is  not  the  cause  of  puerperal 
mania,  but,  when  found,  is  merely  a  coincidence.  In  the  cases  I  allude 
to  it  was  ahoays  present,  and  seemed  to  be  the  cause.  I  have  seen  the 
same  symptoms  expressed,  though  in  a  less  marked  degree,  in  patients  who 
were  suffering  from  chronic  nephritis,  and  where  the  puerperal  state  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  history.^ 

In  the  spring  of  1875  Mrs.  C.  came  to  my  office  with  her  husband.  I 
found  her  to  be  an  amiable,  well-educated  woman  of  thirty-two  years  of 
age ;  her  manner  was  cheery  and  agreeable,  and  there  was  no  evidence  of 
mental  trouble.  Three  months  before  this  she  had  been  delivered  of  a 
child  at  full  term,  wliich  was  born  dead.  A  week  after  her  milk  "  di'ied 
up."  The  last  mojiths  of  her  j)regnancy  were  attended  by  evidences  of 
lu'ajmia,  marked  anasarca,  clouded  urine  excreted  in  small  quantity,  but 
no  convulsions  or  mania.  Mrs.  C.'s  previous  history  was  uneventful. 
There  was  absolutely  no  hereditary  predisposition  to  insanity,  and  her 
mind  was  perfectly  clear  during  pregnancy. 

She  was  anfemic,  and  complained  of  dizziness,  palpitation,  gastric  dis- 
turbance, vertical  headache,  loss  of  memory,  ringing  in  the  ears,  etc.  She 
passed  her  urine  at  the  time  of  her  visit  in  normal  amounts,  and  it  did  not 
contain  albumen.  Her  complexion  was  pale,  and  her  pupils  were  dilated. 
A  verjr  sliglit  blueness  of  the  skin  was  apparent,  but  was  confined  to  tiie 
hands.  The  lips  had  not  lost  their  lines  of  expression,  which  is  generally 
the  case  in  melancholia,  and  they  were  not  swollen.  She  was  inclined  to 
sleep.  Considering  that  the  symptoms  indicated  "cerebral  anamiia,"  I 
began  with  iron,  phosphorus,  and  other  remedies  of  the  same  kind. 

Two  days  after  this  visit  she  again  appeared  at  my  office,  looking  much 
agitated,  and  sayiug  that  she  had  come  for  "protection  from  herself." 
She  had  been  tempted  to  get  up  from  her  bed  and  cut  her  throat  with  her 
husband's  razors.  She  was  perfectly  cognizant  of  her  condition,  and  was 
aware  of  the  fearful  nature  of  the  act  she  was  tempted  to  perform.  After 
a  talk  of  half  an  hour,  she  left  me,  feeling  settled,  and  without  the  desire. 
On  another  occasion  she  came  to  see  me,  as  "she  had  the  feeling  again." 
She  had  taken  her  sister's  baby  in  her  lap,  and  while  it  was  there  she 
"  suddenly  felt  like  throwing  it  on  tlie  floor"  with  all  her  force.  At 
another  time  she  was  prompted  to  run  the  blade  of  a  pair  of  scissors  into 
the  fontanelle.  These  impulses  would  recur  every  week  or  so,  when  she 
always  came  to  see  me,  and  would  sit  a  few  minutes,  talk  upon  other  sub- 
jects, and  rise  to  go,  saying:  "Now,  doctor,  the  feeling  has  passed  off." 
Not  at  this  time,  nor  at  any  other,  were  there  delusions  of  any  kind. 
Under  treatment  she  improved  in  general  health,  and  her  nervous  symp- 
toms disappeared. 

Her  last  morbid  impulse  occurred  during  the  fourth  month  after  treat- 
ment. One  evening,  with  her  husband  and  brotlim-,  she  went  upon  the 
house-top  to  see  a  fire.    Wliile  there  the  old  feeling  returned,  and  she 
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would  hiivc  thrown  liurscill'froiii  tlio  roof,  luul  ,slic  not  been  prevented.  Tliis 
was  the  hist  and  most  serious  expression  of  the  disease.  Sinee  tliat  time 
she  Iiiis  not  hud  u  return,  and  says  she  is  perfectly  well. 

A  second  ami  I  hitely  saw  was  attenchjd  by  sliyiit  though  perfectly  de- 
iined  mental  (dianges.  The  patient  was  a  young  married  woman  of 
twenty-four  years.  For  some  time  befon;  parturition  and  during  her 
l)regnancy  there  was  kidney  trouble.  Before  her  labor  she  was  a  bving 
and  devoted  wife,  but  shortly  after  lost  all  of  her  amiability,  and  treated 
her  husba,nd  and  mother  with  marked  cooliu!ss,  and  sometimes  with  de- 
cided rudeness.  A  month  after  delivery  she  took  a  deep  interest  in 
religious  matters,  and  carried  the  observance  of  her  religious  duties  to 
such  a  pass  as  to  be  disagreeable  to  all  about  her.  She  did  eccentric 
things,  such  as  getting  up  at  night,  going  down  to  the  piano  in  the  draw- 
ing-room, and  singing  hymns.  When  reminded  of  the  unseasonableness 
of  the  hour,  she  would  return  to  her  bed,  first  shutting  the  hymn-book  in 
a  mechanical  manner. 

I  saw  lier  in  this  condition,  and  found  a  sta,te  closely  bordering  on 
melancholia,  though  there  was  no  mental  depression,  no  anxious  facies, 
no  sighing,  no  hopelessness.  A  persistent  use  of  agents  which  would 
restore  the  action  of  tlie  kidneys,  combined  with  fresh  air  and  a  well-regu- 
lated diet,  did  her  much  good.  After  a  few  weeks  the  patient  slept  well, 
and  the  mental  irritability  gradually  disappeared. 

In  both  of  these  cases  there  were  symptoms  which  Avere  not  those  of 
insanity.  In  Case  I.  the  patient  was  able  to  reason,  and  had  full  con- 
sciousness of  her  infirmity ;  so  that  she  had  the  power  to  seek  the  society 
of  others  when  she  felt  the  impulse.  There  was  the  absence  of  all  physi- 
cal signs  of  insanity,  except  the  coloration  of  the  skin.  In  the  second 
case,  the  short  duration  of  the  mental  trouble,  and  its  subsidence  with 
improvement  of  the  kidney  difliculty,  proved  it  to  be  a  functional  de- 
rangement. 

As  regards  age,  hysteria  rarely  begins  before  th.e  twelfth  year ;  it  generally 
takes  its  origin  at  the  time  of  puberty,  and  from  this  period  may  continue 
through  life.  It  not  j-arely  begins  after  mai-riage,  or  sometimes  not  until 
after  the  menopause,  but  this  is  exceptional.  In  males  it  begins  in  middle 
life,  though  I  have  seen  the  affection  among  boys.  Hysteria  is  not  neces- 
sarily a  disease  of  the  well-to-do,  though  indolent  habits  and  luxurious 
living  favor  its  development  ;  but  it  frecpiently  appears  among  overworked 
shop-girls  who  are  compelled  to  stand  for  many  hours  during  the  day. 
The  follies  of  fashionable  life  have  much  to  do  with  the  production  of  a 
morbid  performance  of  functions  of  the  nervous  system.  Continued  rounds 
of  dissipation,  parties  and  balls  which  do  away  with  sleep,  together  with 
excitement  and  late  suppers,  days  of  idleness  spent  in  reading  French 
novels  and  eating  improper  food,  or  tippling  liqueurs,  especially  favor  the 
development  of  this  morbid  state.  This  mode  of  life,  when  kept  up  for 
some  time,  especially  when  the  menstrual  periods  are  disregarded,  brings 
about  a  condition  of  erethism  which  expresses  itself  in  the  symptoms  I 
liave  named.  Dysmenorrlura  may  be  attended  by  attacks  of  this  kind, 
and  so  may  menorrhagia,  but  many  cases  occur  even  when  there  is  no  dis- 
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turbance  of  menstrual  function.  Abnormalities  of  the  position  of  the 
uterus,  and  excessive  sexual  excitement,  whether  from  masturbation  or 
coition,  have  decided  etiological  bearing,  Aviiile  warm  weather  favors  the 
development  of  attacks.  Mental  worry,  emotional  excitement,  an  attack 
of  illness,  and  a  number  of  influences  of  the  same  kind  all  act  as  exciting 


causes. 


Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology — Accidental  lesions  are  some- 
times found,  but  so  irregular  is  their  cliaracter  that  tliey  are  valueless  as 
indications. 

As  to  the  pathology  of  the  affection,  very  little  can  be  said  in  addition 
to  what  has  already  been  stated  in  speaking  of  the  symptoms.  Hysteria 
may  be  said  to  be  a  very  near  relation  to  insanity.  Hammond  even  con- 
siders it  a  form  of  insanity ;  but  I  should  be  loath  to  believe  that  so  many 
people  are  actually  insane.  Hysteria  is  rather  a  mental  incoordination. 
Emotional  exaltation,  connected  with  liveliness  of  ideation  and  with  feeble 
volition,  and  a  paralysis  of  judgment,  may  be  said  to  be  the  mental  condi- 
tion of  an  hysterical  patient.  The  balance  is  lost;  and  when  the  emotional 
side  has  full  play,  all  the  reflex  and  sensational  functions  are  active  and 
unchecked,  while  it  is  only  with  difficulty  that  the  governing  side  to  which 
belong  volitional  and  intellectual  control  is  made  to  counteract  the  other. 
This  is  only  brought  about  by  the  most  powerful  agencies,  and  sometimes 
these  are  inefficient.  If  the  reader  will  consult  an  article  by  Lauder 
Brunton,^  in  one  of  the  West  Riding  Reports,  he  will  find  some  excellent 
diagrams  which  illustrate  the  mechanism  of  the  nervous  centres  in  the 
physiology  of  inhibition. 

I  have  slightly  modified  the  chart  of  this  author  by  introducing  another 
centre.  Let  Fig.  46  represent  the  arrangement  of  nerve  centres  concerned 
in  the  performance  of  the  functions  of  the  cerebro-spinal  system.  I  indi- 
cates the  centre  of  ideation,  E  an  emotional  centre,  W  a  will  centre,  M 
a  motor  centre  innervating;  m  (a  muscle),  v  (a  vessel),  and  g  (a  gland). 
S  is  a  sensory  centre,  and  P  the  origin  of  an  external  impression.  The 
connecting  lines  are  efferent  and  afferent  nerves.  It  will  be  seen  that  I  is 
in  centrifugal  communication  with  W,  with  M,  S,  and  with  E.  So  that 
ideas  which  are  evolved  without  external  stimulus  may  find  motor  expres- 
sion either  in  a  voluntary  or  involuntary  manner ;  may  affect  the  emo- 
tional centre,  or  may  be  stimulated  by  impressions  received  either  from 
that  centre  or  from  S.  External  impressions  may  be  transmitted  from  P 
either  to  S,  to  E,  or  to  M ;  in  one  case  being  perceived  and  transmitted 
to  a  higher  centre,  or  being  converted  into  a  reflex  action.  E  is  affected 
by  S  and  by  I,  and  in  turn  influences  M  and  I,  and  to  a  slight  degree  W ; 
or  on  the  other  hand  may  be  controlled  by  W.  In  the  normal  state  we 
may  roughly  suppose  the  proportions  of  these  areas  to  be  represented  in 
the  right-hand  diagram.  In  the  hysterical  state  their  relative  (left-hand 
diagram)  size  is  greatly  altered;  E  gains  in  size,  and  Wis  very  much 


'  West  Riding  Lunatic  Asylum  Reports,  vol.  iv.  p.  179. 
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diminislicd.  TIic  reljitive  size  of  tlio  coinniiiniciitiiin;  tract!?  also  under- 
goes modification.  Tlioiigli  tiiis  explanation  is  decidedly  rougii  and  siiper- 
Hcial,  I  trust  it  will  give  the  reader  a  better  idea  of  the  pathology  of  this 
atlection  than  would  any  extended  written  desci-iption. 


Fig.  46. 


The  Pathology  of  Hysteria. 


Diagnosis — As  hysteria  may  counterfeit  nearly  every  known  symp- 
tom, it  will  be  seen  that  the  task  of  making  a  diagnosis  is  not  always  an 
easy  matter.  If,  however,  we  consider  that  the  symptoms  are  generally 
presented  in  a  group,  Avhich  is  decidedly  irregular  and  inharmonious,  and 
that  the  patient  is  on  the  alert  in  regard  to  all  that  goes  on  about  her; 
that  she  has  a  fear  of  severe  treatment ;  that  the  use  of  chloroform  will 
certainly  overcome  the  contractures;  and  that  the  cure  is  generally  sudden, 
there  is  not  much  chance  for  mistake.  Besides,  there  is  never  any  evidence 
of  gross  organic  change,  the  muscles  only  losing  their  fulness  from  inaction. 

Prognosis. — If  the  individual  has  sutfered  for  a  great  length  of  time, 
and  especially  if  there  be  confirmed  uterine  disease,  the  chances  of  entire 
recovery  will  be  extremely  bad.  The  disease  is  not  only  discouraging 
in  the  Avay  of  treatment,  but  annoying  to  the  friends,  and  far  more  disa- 
greeable to  the  physician,  who  I'eceives  veiy  little  for  his  pains  but  abuse 
and  want  of  appreciation.  Some  cases  may  be  easily  cured,  and  these 
are  among  young  people.    Much,  however,  depends  upon  treatment. 

Treatment  The  history  of  the  treatment  of  hysteria  is  curious  in 

the  extreme.  Going  back  to  the  middle  ages  we  find  numerous  examples 
of  miraculous  cures,  which  were  undoubtedly  of  an  hysterical  character. 
Scheie  de  Vere,  in  his  little  work  entitled.  "  Modern  Magic,"  thus  speaks 
of  a  favorite  mode  of  treatment  which  has  been  followed  by  the  Zouave 
Jacob  and  many  others  in  modern  times  : — 
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"The  imposition  of  luimls  for  the  purpose  of  performing  miraculous 
cures  has  been  prnctised  from  time  immemorial ;  Clialdees  and  Bi-aiimins 
alike  using  it  in  cases  of  malignant  disease.  Tlie  kings  of  England  and 
of  France,  and  even  the  counts  of  riai)sburg  in  Germany,  have  been 
reputed  to  be  able  to  cure  goitres  by  the  touch  of  their  hands.  The  idea 
seems  to  have  originated  in  the  high  North,  King  Olave  the  Saint  being 
reported  by  Snorre  Sturleson  as  having  perfoi-med  the  ceremony.  From 
thence,  no  doubt,  it  was  carried  to  England,  where  the  Confessor  seems 
to  have  been  the  first  to  cure  goitres." 

"  In  more  recent  times  a  prince,  Holienlohe,  in  Germany,  claimed  to  have 
performed  many  miraculous  cures,  beginning  with  Princess  Schwarzen- 
berg,  whom  he  commanded  in  the  name  of  Christ  to  be  well  again.  Many 
of  his  patients,  however,  were  only  cured  for  the  moment.  When  their 
faith,  excited  to  the  utmost,  cooled  down  again,  their  infirmities  returned. 
Still  there  remain  facts  enough  in  his  life  to  establish  the  marvellous 
power  of  his  strong  will,  when  brought  to  bear  upon  peculiarly  receptive 
imaginations  and  aided  by  earnest  prayer." 

Several  years  ago  an  individual  named  Newton  went  about  the  country. 
It  was  his  custom  to  hire  a  large  hall  and  extensively  advertise.  Upon 
tlie  day  appointed  he  would  meet  the  lame,  halt,  and  blind,  and  after 
powerful  exhortations  and  prayers,  tell  them  to  form  in  line  and  pass  one 
by  one  before  him.  The  emotional  excitement  and  eager  anticipation 
were  sufficient  in  some  instances  to  divert  the  hysterical  patients  who 
chanced  to  be  among  the  number,  so  that  in  many  instances  there  were 
spontaneous  cures,  the  lame  dropping  their  crutches,  and  starting  off  at  a 
lively  gait,  and  tlie  blind  recovering  their  sight. 

Dr.  G.  M.  Beard,  in  an  entertaining  paper  upon  "  Mental  Therapeu- 
tics," recently  called  attention  to  some  experiments  he  had  been  making. 
In  many  instances  of  functional  disease,  he  assured  the  patients  that  their 
recovery  would  take  place  in  some  very  short  time,  and  found  that  at  the 
time  specified  they  returned  completely  cured.  This  procedure  in  cases 
of  hysteria  is  of  great  value.  I  have  repeatedly  stopped  an  hysterical 
attack  by  a  douclifi  of  cold  water  or  by  the  exhibition  of  the  cautery. 
Oftentimes,  after  the  patient  has  been  pleaded  with,  threatened,  and  dosed 
to  no  effect,  a  sudden  fright  or  a  sharp  -word  or  two  will  do  more  for  her 
than  anything  else ;  but  the  physician's  demeanor  to  his  patient  should 
always  be  characterized  by  firmness  and  dignity,  and  not  by  hatshness  or 
undue  severity. 

As  to  medication,  we  may  make  use  of  the  motor-depressants,  bromide 
of  sodium,  hyoscyamus,  or  the  mono-bromide  of  camphor,  in  doses  of  three 
grains  every  hour,  till  quiet  is  obtained;  the  spts.  etheris  co.,  chloroform 
or  chloral,  and  valerian,  or  its  compound,  valerianate  of  zinc  (FF.  3,  4, 
23,  38,  5.3,  54,  .55,  87).  The  obstinate  vomiting  is  occasionally  stopped 
by  hypodermic  injections  of  morphine ;  and  a  belladonna  plaster  over  the 
irritable  ovary  will  often  prove  to  be  an  excellent  form  of  treatment. 

For  the  ana;sthesia  and  paralysis,  strychnia  and  electricity  are  the  best 
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remedies  which  I  know  of,  tlie  lutter  Ixsiiig  ciuijloyed  in  its  induced  form, 
and  tlie  electric  brusii  applied  upon  a  dry  surface.  General  treatment  oi' 
a  tonic  cliaracter  should  be  used  when  it  is  possible;  and  iron,  in  combina- 
tion with  pho.spliorus  or  plios|)horio  acid,  ood-livor  oil,  and  sea-batli« 
(FF.  8,  0,  10,  12,  24,  57,  32),  togctlier  with  local  treatment.  Local  dis- 
ease should  be  promptly  eradicated  if  possible,  uterine  versions  or  flexions 
righted,  and  the  menstrual  function  restored  to  its  regular  character. 
In  those  bed-ridden  cases  which  are  so  discouraging  and  trying,  we  may 
use  Weir  Mitchell's  treatment.  A  patient  may  lie  in  bed  leading  a  very 
irregular  life,  and  doing  just  about  what  she  chooses,  without  improving 
in  tlie  least;  while,  if  her  room  be  darkened,  her  diet  changed,  and  her 
muscular  tone  kept  up,  a  cure  may  be  often  wrouglit. 

HYSTERO-EPILEPSY. 

This  interesting  variety  of  hysterical  trouble  has  received  a  great  deal 
of  attention  from  Charcot,^  Dunant,2  Dubois,  and  Bourneville,  as  well  as 
from  many  other  writers,  some  of  wliom  did  not  recognize  its  distinct 
character  until  after  Charcot's  valuable  investigations  had  been  announced. 

Tissot^  says  that  "  the  hysterical  attack  sometimes  resembles  epilepsy, 
so  much  so  as  to  have  received  the  name  epileptiform  hysteria,  but  the 
attack  nevertheless  does  not  possess  the  true  character  of  epilepsy." 

Others,  among  Avhom  are  Briquet,*  Landouzy,  and  Saunders,  have  also 
described  the  condition. 

Upon  the  authority  of  Charcot,^  the  combinations  of  epilepsy  and  hys- 
teria take  place  under  tlie  following  different  circumstances : — 

1.  a.  Epilepsy  being  the  primary  disease,  upon  wiiich  hysteria  is  en- 
grafted, under  the  influence  of  emotional  causes  or  at  the  time  of  puberty. 

h.  After  marriage  (vide  Landouzy's  Case),  the  epilepsy  having  always 
existed.  After  connection,  the  hysterical  feature  of  the  attack  is  developed. 
In  this  case  the  hysterical  character  of  the  epilepsy  subsided  when  sexual 
excitement  was  interrupted  by  pregnancy. 

2.  The  hysteria  being  primary,  the  epilepsy  is  added  thereto.  A  rare 
condition. 

3.  Convulsive  hysteria  coexisting  with  petit-mal. 

4.  An  epileptic  attack,  followed  by  hysterical  contractures,  anaesthesia, 
etc. 

I  have  observed  a  form  which  slightly  diffisrs  from  any  of  the  above. 
The  patient,  an  epileptic,  was  seized  occasionally  with  hystero-epileptic 
attacks  during  the  menstrual  periods,  and  at  other  times  there  was  un- 
complicated epilepsy.  She  has  had  epilepsy  since  the  flfth  year,  when 
she  was  frightened  by  her  mother,  who  threatened  to  beat  her. 


'  LcQons  surles  Maladies  du  Systfemc  Ncrvcux,  part  i.,  Paris,  1872. 

^  De  l'Hyst6ro-6pilepsie.  "  Maladies  des  Ncrfs,  quoted  by  Charcot. 

*  Op.  cit.  ^  Op.  cit.,  p.  324. 
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Symptoms  I  may  illustrate  the  course  of  the  affection  by  the  rela- 
tion of  two  personal  cases: — 

Q,^SK  I  A.  P.,  a>t.  18,  since  the  beginning  of  the  menstrual  epoch, 

has  sutFereil  from  her  present  ibrm  of  hystero-ei)iicplic  attacks,  which 
have  come  on  generally  just  after  the  cessation  of  the  catamenial  period. 
She  has  been  very  irregular,  and  has  suffered  from  amenorrhcea,  but  there 
is  no  uterine  disease  that  I  can  discover.  This  amenorrhd'a  has  amounted 
to  an  entire  cessation  of  the  menstrual  flow  Ibr  several  months  at  a  time, 
during  which  she  would  have  her  attacks.  Some  of  these  attacks  were 
like  that  I  shall  presently  describe,  and  lasted  for  several  days._  There 
was  no  succession  of  attacks,  but  usually  several  severe  but  distinct  epi- 
leptic seizures,  and  afterwards  an  hystero-epileptiform  paroxysm.  She 
had  been  in  the  Epileptic  Hospital  for  some  time,  and  had  given  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  by  her  irritability  and  mischief-making  propensities.  Her 
attacks  at  the  hospital  were  three  in  number  during  one  year,  each  of 
them  lasting  from  two  to  three  days  at  a  time,  during  Avliich  there  were 
suppression  of  urine,  vomiting,  and  heinianajsthesia,  which  in  one  instance 
was  on  the  right  and  twice  on  the  left  side. 

Her  most  pronounced  attack  occurred  while  she  was  staying  at  her 
mother's  house,  where  I  was  summoned  to  see  her.  This  was  on  the  14th 
of  March,  1877,  when  her  mother  came  to  my  office,  and  told  me  that  her 
daughter  had  been  ill  since  the  preceding  Thursday ;  that  she  had  gone 
with  her  sister  to  see  a  friend ;  and  that  while  there  slie  had  been  seized 
with  a  severe  fit,  and  could  not  go  home  until  the  next  day  (March  9). 
She  said  that  on  lier  return  her  daughter  complained  of  headache,  pain  in 
the  back,  over  the  ovaries,  and  abdominal  discomfort,  and  as  the  time  for 
lier  menses  had  come,  she  gave  her  a  pill  of  aloes  and  myrrh  on  Saturday, 
and  another  on  Sunday  night,  with  no  result,  and  a  warm  hip-bath  on 
Monday.  (She  had  not  menstruated  since  December,  187G.)  On  Mon- 
day she  had  several  severe  epileptic  fits,  with  frothing  at  the  mouth,  during 
which  she  bit  her  tongue,  and  went  to  bed,  where  she  remained  until  I  saw 
her.  I  went  to  tlie  house,  and  found  that  she  had  been  seemingly  uncon- 
scious since  Monday  night,  that  she  had  been  "frothing  at  the  month" 
since  that  time,  and  that  on  Tuesday  she  began  to  mutter  and  talk  to  her- 
self; that  she  had  had  hallucinations  and  delusions,  some  of  them  of  a 
painful  character,  believing  that  she  had  been  followed  by  a  nurse  from 
the  hospital,  whose  intention  was  to  kill  her.  When  lier  mother  entered 
the  room,  she  berated  her  soundly,  and  was  quite  abusive,  indulging  in 
obscene  language. 

I  found  her  lying  upon  the  bed,  lightly  covered  by  a  sheet.  The  muscles 
of  her  back  were  rigidl}^  contracted,  so  that  her  position  was  one  of  opis- 
thotonos ;  her  head  was  turned  to  one  side,  and  her  tongue  was  protruded. 
Her  eyes  were  open,  and  the  pupils  widely  dilated,  and  insensible  to  light. 
Her  expression  was  blank,  and  she  was  apparently  unmintlful  of  her  sur- 
roundings. Her  arms  Avere  drawn  over  her  chest,  and  her  forearms 
slightly  flexed  and  crossing  each  other.  Her  thumbs  were  bent  in,  and 
covered  by  her  other  fingers,  which  were  rigidly  flexed.  Her  pulse  was 
124;  temperature  101.2°;  respiration  35.  She  was  muttering  to  herself  a 
disconnected  string  of  words  without  any  meaning,  and  continued  them 
during  my  visit.  She  had  not  eaten  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  I  ordered 
milk  and  chloral  liydrate  in  twenty-grain  doses,  to  be  forced  into  her 
mouth  if  she  did  not  open  it  of  her  own  accord. 
25 
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On  my  return  tlie  next  morning,  tlie  motlier  (old  me  that  she  had  luul 
dehisions  during  the  night,  and  liad  cursed  tiiose  of  her  funiily  wlio  ven- 
tured to  ajjproach  her.  I  found  Miat  tlie  rigidity  of  the  previous  day  liad 
beeome  less  marked,  but  tliat  her  right  hand  and  forearm  were  beneath  the 
lower  part  of  her  back.  The  right  corner  of  her  mouth  was  drawn  down- 
wards, and  her  eyes  were  still  open,  and  the  cornea;  iinaisthetic.  She  did 
not  know  m(i.  Temperature  100°;  pulse  108;  respiration  28.  On  the 
following  morning  Dr.  Charles  E.  Lockwood  of  this  city  went  with  me  to 
see  her.  She  was  then  much  better,  and  was  less  rigid,  but  the  right 
hand  was  tightly  clinched,  and  no  persuasion  would  induce  her  to  open''it. 
Iler  toes  were  also  flexed,  and  her  right  foot  presented  the  appearance 
called  by  Charcot,  "  le  pied  bot  hyst6rique."    Her  corneaj  were  sensitive, 


Fig.  47, 
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and  her  pupils  less  dilated.  There  was  some  rolling  of  the  eyeballs  from 
side  to  side,  and  the  patient  occasionally  sighed.  Her  pulse  was  now  only 
96,  and  was  small  and  irritable  ;  the  temperature  was  99°.  When  sharply 
spoken  to,  she  said  "  Doctor,"  and  relapsed  into  a  state  of  stupidity,  turn- 
ing her  head  from  right  to  left,  and  staring  at  the  ceiling.  She  occasion- 
ally moved  her  tongue,  as  if  her  mouth  was  dry.  Dr.  Lockwood  suggested 
the  experiment  of  friglitening  her,  and  so  we  threatened  the  use  of  the 
cautery,  the  mention  of  which  first  brought  forth  remonstrance  and  after- 
wards a  reply  to  our  questions. 

Her  mother  stated  that  she  had  not  passed  urine  for  several  days.  I 
did  not  find  a  distended  bladder,  but  when  the  catheter  was  introduced,  it 
brought  away  about  half  a  pint  of  light-colored  urine.  This  suppression  of 
urine  continued  for  several  days.'  She  arose  from  her  bed  the  day  after 
this  last  visit,  and  her  menses  appeared.  During  the  next  three  or  four 
days  there  was  slight  hemianassthesia  of  the  riglit  side. 

Case  II  A  young  lady,  19  years  old,  had  been  my  patient  for  nearly 

a  year,  during  which  she  had  had  on  an  average  about  one  attack  of  havt- 
mal  in  a  week.  Her  epilepsy  dated  from  the  ninth  year,  and  was  not  de- 
pendent upon  any  discoverable  cause.  At  all  times  she  is  irritable,  pettish, 
and  techy,  and  leads  a  very  irregular  life.  There  was  nothing  remarka- 
ble about  her  attacks  ;  they  were  not  very  violent,  nor  were  they  connected 


'  It  is  probable  that  this  urinary  derangement  was  of  the  form  called  by  Char- 
cot oliguria. 
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witli  any  liysteric.il  manifestation.    There  was  rarely  any  coma  ;  bnt  the 
attacks  were  more  severe  about  the  time  of  the  menstrual  discharge,  which 
was  never  abundant.    On  September  12,  187G,  I  was  telegraiihed  for 
to  sec  tlie  patient.    The  day  beibre  my  arrival,  without  any  premonitions, 
she  had  had  an  attack  very  much  like  all  the  others,  but  instead  of  falling 
asleoj)  slie  remained  convulsed,  and  apparently  unconscious.    Siie  vomited 
two  or  three  times,  and  became  quite  cyanotic ;  so  tlie  local  physician  was 
sent  for.    He  found  it  impossible  at  first  to  open  her  mouth  to  remove  the 
substance  whicdi  had  collected  therein  and  distended  tlie  cheeks,  and  it 
was  only  Avhen  lie  was  assisted  by  otliers  that  lie  could  do  so.    She  was 
placed  in  bed,  and  remained  in  this  state,  the  eyeballs  rolling  from  side  to 
side,  the  body  drawn  slightly  to  the  right  side,  and  the  hands  clinched. 
She  became  delirious  during  the  night,  and  had  delusions  of  a  lively  kind, 
like  those  of  a  patient  witli  delirium  tremens.    Outbursts  of  hysterical 
laughter  and  jactitations  of  the  limbs  followed  in  the  morning,  and  then 
she  became  quiet,  but  the  muscles  were  somewhat  rigid.    I  arrived  at 
about  2  P.  M.,  and  found  her  lying  upon  the  bed  with  open  eyes  and 
meaningless  stare.    Her  right  arm  was  rigidly  adducted,  and  the  bed- 
clothes were  tightly  grasped  in  her  hand.    The  head  w'as  drawn  so  that 
the  chin  was  approximated  somewhat  to  the  chest.    The  teeth  Avere  set 
together,  and  there  was  some  grinding  of  the  molars.    She  breathed 
noisily,  there  being  an  accumulation  of  mucus  in  the  throat.  Temperature 
100.2°  ;  pulse  8G.    The  j^wpi^^  were  dilated,  and  seemingly  unaffected  by 
light.   Pressure  upon  the  right  ovary  caused  her  to  shrink  somewhat.  Her 
abdomen  was  distended  by  flatus.   During  the  night  she  became  someAvhat 
relaxed,  and  muttered  unintelligibly,  but  in  a  petulant  tone.    She  fell  into 
an  apparent  sleep  about  5  A.  M.,  her  respiration  being  natural.    Slie  awoke 
at  about  5  P.M.  of  the  same  day  (the  third),  and  though  somewhat  fa- 
tigued, arose  and  Avent  about.    She  Avas  not  hemiansBsthetic,  but  ischuria 
lasted  for  several  days. 

An  inspection  of  the  cases  of  Charcot  and  others  will  enable  the  reader 
to  detect  certain  symptoms  which  are  alike  in  all  the  patients. 

Case  III — Reported  by  Charcot.    Marc  ,  23.  Hystero-epilepsy 

dated  from  the  IGth  year  ;  attended  by  hemianesthesia  and  hemiparesis 
of  left  side.  Daltonism  of  left  eye  ;  frequent  vomiting.  Attack  preceded 
by  an  aura  and  pain  in  left  ovary.  Attacks  included  three  stages :  a. 
Tetaniform  contraction,  epileptiform  convulsions,  h.  Violent  movement 
of  trunk  and  loAver  extremities  (period  of  contortion).  Silly  and  discon- 
nected talking.  Patient  appeared  to  be  semi-delirious,  c.  Laughing  fits; 
attacks  stopped  by  ovarian  compression. 

Case  IV — Charcot.  Cot.,  21  years.  Hysteria  dated  from  the  15th 
year,  and  folIoAved  cruel  treatment  at  the  hands  of  her  father,  Avhen  she 
took  to  drink  and  became  a  prostitute.  Local  symptoms  are  :  right  hemi- 
anesthesia, ovarian  pain,  permanent,  and  tremulation  of  the  right  loAver  ex- 
tremity. Convulsions  followed  ovarian  pain  ;  they  are  tonic,  and  she  bit 
her  tongue  and  frothed  at  the  mouth.  The  second  period  followed  at 
once,  and  Avas  marked.  The  attack  often  terminated  by  movements  of 
the  pelvis,  laryngeal  constriction,  crying  attack,  passage  of  large  quantities 
of  urine.    Ovarian  pressure  moderated  attack,  but  did  not  arrest  it. 

Case  V._  Charcot.  Legr.  Gdn^vieve,  28.  Hysteria  dated  from 
puberty.  Permanent  local  symptom  ;  left  hemianesthesia,  ovarian  pain, 
and  mental  peculiarities  (bizarre).  Aura  quite  marked,  and  so  are  cardiac 
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palpitation  iind  licud  symi)toms  ;  attack  may  be  divided  into  tliree  stages : 
a.  K[)il('i)tit'()rni  convulsion,  irothing  at  tlie  mouth,  and  stertor.  b.  Move- 
ment of  limbs  and  body.  c.  Period  of  delirium,  during  which  she  detailed 
the  events  of  her  life.  Occasionally  last  stage  Avould  l)e  characterized  by 
hallucinations,  wlicn  she  woidd  see  crows,  serpents,  etc.  She  would  at 
other  times  dance.    Ovarian  [)ressure  arrested  attack. 

Case  VI — Charcot.  Ler.,  48  years.  Attacks  date  from  early  life, 
when  she  was  friglitcnied  by  a  dog,  and  by  the  sight  of  the  body  of  a  woman 
who  had  been  assassinated.  Local  symptoms:  hemiana-sthesia  of  ovary  ; 
paresis  and  contractures  of  the  upper  and  lower  right  extremities,  and 
occasionally  the  left.  Attacks  begin  by  ovarian  aura,  followed  by  epilep- 
tiform and  tetaniform  convulsions,  after  which  she  assumed  the  most  try- 
ing postin-es.  At  the  time  of  the  attack  she  falls  into  a  delirium,  during 
which  she  indulges  in  furious  invectives,  crying  to  imaginary  persons : 
"  A^illains,  robbers,  brigands  !  fire,  fire  !  Oil  the  dogs  !  oh,  I'm  bitten  !" 
these  being  suggested  by  memories  of  her  childish  fears.  When  the  con- 
vulsive part  of  the  attack  is  terminated,  there  follow  :  1.  Hallucination  of 
sight,  the  patient  seeing  skeletons,  frightful  animals,  spectres,  etc.;  2.  A 
paralysis  of  the  bladder;  3.  A  paralysis  of  the  pharynx;  4.  Finally,  a 
more  or  less  permanent  contracture  of  the  tongue.  These  last  symptoms 
remain  for  several  days,  during  which  it  is  necessary  to  leed  the  patient 
with  the  stomach-pump,  and  then  draw  off  her  urine. 

Two  cases,  reported  some  years  ago,^  resemble  the  more  modern  hys- 
tero-epilepsy  so  closely  that  I  am  inclined  to  infer  that  they  were  attacks 
of  this  disease. 

Case  VII — Arguinosa's  Case.  Woman,  twenty  years.  Epileptiform 
convulsions  first  showed  themselves  during  infancy,  in  consequence  of  head 
injury.  They  reappeared  at  puberty.  While  residing  in  the  house  of  Dr. 
Arguinosa  she  complained  of  ovarian  pains.  The  precursory  signs  of  an 
epileptic  attack  soon  showed  themselves,  and,  on  returning  from  a  Avalk, 
"  she  had  scarcely  time  to  throw  herself  on  a  bed  before  she  lost  both  sen- 
sation and  motion.  The  skin  was  hot,  respiration  loud,  pupil  immovable, 
eyelids  closed  convulsively,  limbs  flexible,  while  the  lips  were  convulsively 
moved,  or  else  a  sardonic  smile  sat  upon  them.  Bleeding  was  about  to  be 
practised,  when,  all  of  a  sudden,  after  some  horripilations,  the  skin  became 
cold  and  colorless,  the  pulse  and  respiration  were  suspended,  and  the 
patient  appeared  dead." 

Cold  affusion  to  the  head  seemed  to  produce  an  effect.  The  respiration 
then  became  agitated,  the  pulse  strong,  and  violent  convulsions,  with 
tetanic  rigidity  (pieurothotonos)  set  in. 

She  became  angiy  and  irritable,  screamed  out.  Noises  in  the  room, 
light,  and  the  steps  of  persons  around  her  were  sufficient  to  "  di-aw  her 
from  her  attacks  of  delirium."    She  had  a  presentiment  of  sudden  death. 

"  Two  days  following  there  were  the  same  alternatives,  the  delirium 
occurring  less  frequently,  and  lasting  a  shorter  time  ;  she  slept  but  little 
that  night  (the  4th) ;  the  next  day  the  only  symptoms  noticed  were  aver- 
sion to  water,  light,  and  air,  with  the  pain  of  stomach  previously  com- 
plained of.  On  the  sixth  day  she  asked  for  a  bath,  and  the  opium  which 
she  took  in  the  evening.    A  stool  brought  on  strong  convulsions  and  noisy 


'  Forbes  Winslow's  Psychological  Journal,  vol.  ii. 
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delirium.  The  women  wlio  were  attending  to  her  believing  her  to  be  pos- 
sessed by  the  devil,  sprinkled  her  with  holy  water,  which  increased  her 
furious  cries  and  bizarre  contortions.  The  following  night  was  dreadful ; 
the  mouth  full  of  foam,  the  eyes  injected,  and  tlie  delirium  almost  continu- 
ous. About  ten  in  the  morning  immoderate  laughter  succeeded  the  pre- 
vious symptoms.    She  ultimately  died." 

Cash  VII  Ward's  case.   Mary  P.,  aged  13.    Measles  at  age  of  seven, 

and  has  ever  since  been  subject  to  cough  and  pain  in  the  side.  About 
one  year  ago  she  had  lier  first  epileptic  fit,  during  which  she  attem])ted  to 
bite  and  scratch  tlie  bystanders.  She  Avas  not  insensible,  but  delirious. 
The  attacks  came  on  at  intervals  for  a  fortnight  afterwards,  and  they  be- 
came much  worse  at  the  end  of  this  time.  Her  arms  were  extended  and 
rigid,  and  the  fingers  clinched.  At  other  times  she  struggled  violently, 
and  the  abdomen  became  swelled.  She  never  became  unconscious.  Iler 
disposition  was  changed,  for  she  grew  exceedingly  miscliievous  between 
the  attacks,  developing  a  propensity  for  climbing  trees  and  playing  the 
hoyden.  Oviirian  pain  sometimes.  The  attack  is  occasionally  finished 
by  a  fit  of  laughter. 

Charcot  holds  that  a  very  important  diagnostic  sign  is  the  reduced  tem- 
perature. In  epilepsy  the  temperature  may  rise  to  107.6°  F.,  while  that 
of  the  liystero-epileptic  rarely  attains  a  height  of  100°  F.  In  the  cases  I 
have  alluded  to.  Case  I.  ijresented  all  the  prominent  symptoms  by  him 
enumerated,  and  still  the  temperature  was  quite  high. 


CATALEPSY. 

Definition  A  disease  closely  allied  to  hysteria,  of  extreme  rarity, 

and  characterized  by  a  condition  of  muscular  contraction  and  semi-rigidity, 
so  that  the  limbs  may  be  placed  in  constrained  and  awkAvard  positions, 
and  remain  so  for  some  time.  It  is  attended  by  loss  of  consciousness  and 
cutaneous  anajsthesia. 

Symptoms  The  disease,  like  epilepsy,  is  characterized  by  attacks 

separated  by  intervals  of  greater  or  less  duration,  during  Avhich  periods 
the  patient  is  usually  in  apparent  good  health. 

After  such  prodromata  as  malaise,  vertigo,  headache,  or  functional  tre- 
mor, the  individual  will  suddenly  be  seized.  He  may  be  talking  or  eat- 
ing, when  the  particular  act  is  arrested,  the  mouth  remaining  open,  or 
the  hand  half  raised.  The  muscles  become  rigid,  but  the  limb  may  be 
moved  by  the  physician  or  bystander,  and  if  placed  in  a  new  position,  no 
matter  how  awkward  it  may  be,  it  will  remain  so  fixed  until  the  muscles 
are  fatigued,  when  it  drops.  Patients  are  reported  to  have  remained  for 
even  an  hour  or  two  with  legs  or  arms  extended  ;  and  in  one  case  I  saw  the 
patient  remain  for  half  an  hour  with  the  right  arm  extended  in  a  straight 
line  from  his  shoulder,  and  the  other  arm  extended  above  the  head.  The 
position  was  subsequently  changed.  The  peculiar  semi-rigidity  of  the 
muscles  has  gained  for  it  the  name  Jlexihilitas  cerea,  on  account  of  a 
"  wax-like"  mobility;  and  there  is  none  of  the  pronounced  stiffness,  or,  on 
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the  Other  luiml,  limpness  of  the  limbs  that  usually  attends  tlic  unconscious 
state.  The  surface  of  the  body  becomes  quite  cool ;  the  pupils  are  dilated ; 
respiration  becomes  shallow  and  scarcely  perceptible  ;  and  it  is  sometimes 
difficult  to  find  the  pulse,  which  becomes  thready,  but  nevertheless  pre- 
serves its  regularity. 

Tiie  skin  is  ana3sthetic  to  an  astonishing  degree.  Needles  may  be 
thrust  into  the  tissues  without  the  knowledge  of  the  individual,  and  pinch- 
ing, slapping,  or  other  forms  of  cutaneous  stimulation  produce  no  expres- 
sion of  pain.  In  a  case  of  hystero-catalepsy,  seen  with  Dr.  D.  B.  St. 
John  Roosa,  I  repeatedly  thrust  pins  into  the  arms  and  legs  of  a  young 
woman  and  watched  attentively  for  some  sign,  but  her  expression  was 
immobile  and  tranquil. 

It  is  stated  that  the  electro-muscular  contractility  is  not  affected,  but 
reflex  excitability  seems  to  be  diminished  or  lost  entirely,  so  that 
sometimes  it  is  almost  impossible  to  determine  whether  the  patient  is 
alive  or  dead.  The  so-called  trance  states  are  examples  of  tliis  kind,  and 
catalepsy  has  undoubtedly  led  to  burial  alive  in  many  instances. 

The  ordinary  attacks  usually  subside  in  a  few  hours,  the  rigidity  grow- 
ing less  marked,  and  consciousness  gradually  returning.  The  attacks,  as  a 
rule,  follow  each  other  in  a  series,  and  then  comes  an  interval  of  normal 
health.  In  this  mode  of  appearance  and  behavior,  the  disease  has  been 
likened  by  Eulenburg  to  neuralgia.  "  Strictly  speaking,  it  is  rather  a 
cycle  of  attacks  quickly  following  one  another  ;"  and  there  are  remissions 
characterized  by  temporary  return  of  consciousness,  and  then  a  fresh  re- 
lapse, which  evidently  follows  some  internal  irritation.  In  rare  cases 
there  is  a  sudden  return  of  consciousness  and  an  ability  to  perform  volun- 
tary acts.  The  urine  and  feces  are  rarely  passed  in  an  involuntary 
manner. 

Unless  the  disease  be  due  to  malaria,  it  becomes  chronic,  and  continues 
for  years.  If  it  is  due  to  malarial  poisoning,  it  usually  assumes  a  regular 
periodic  character,  and  is  amenable  to  treatment. 

Causes  Like  many  other  neuroses,  such  as  hysteria,  epilepsy,  and 

those  of  this  class,  mental  excitement  plays  no  mean  part  in  the  etiology 
of  catalepsy.  Fright,  and  other  forms  of  emotional  excitement  enter  into 
its  causation.  Injury  and  malaria  may  also  be  mentioned;  while  mastur- 
bation, venery,  and  intestinal  worms  are  spoken  of  by  writers  generally. 
Jaccoud  considers  it  to  be  a  result  or  accompaniment  of  certain  forms  of 
melancholia  (Melancolia  attonita),  and  ecstasy. 

It  appears  as  if  it  were  more  common  in  early  life,  and  children  are 
therefore  nearly  always  the  victims.  Antemic  girls,  or  boys  especially 
who  study  too  constantly,  are  affected  more  often  than  those  of  adult  life. 
Neai'ly  all  writers  agree  that  the  female  is  more  subject  to  the  disease 
than  the  male,  and  probably  the  delicate  organization  of  the  sexual  appa- 
ratus has  much  to  do  with  this.  Hereditary  influences  seem  to  play  a 
part  in  the  etiology  only  so  far  as  the  general  neurotic  tendency  is  con- 
cerned.   Families  in  which  there  are  epilepsy,  neuralgia,  and  insanity 
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sometimes  include  cataleptic  members.  I  have  never  lieard,  and  I  can 
find  no  record,  of  transmitted  catalepsy. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology.— Besides  the  examinations 
made  by  Calmeil  and  otlier  older  writers,  which,  by  tiie  way,  throw  very 
little  light  upon  the  question  of  pathology,  Schwartz  made  one  autopsy, 
and  Lasegue  two,  but  nothing  was  found  by  the  latter  observer. 

Schwartz'  mentions  the  case  of  a  boy  "wlio,  after  iui  injury,  had  at  first 
attacks  resembling  chorea,  later  cataleptico-tetanic  attacks,  and  after  two 
years  died  from  ana;mia  and  marasmus.  There  was  found  in  this  case, 
besides  a  serous  effusion  in  the  arachnoid,  a  softening  of  the  corpus  stria- 
tum and  optic  thalamus,  especially  on  the  left  side  ;  along  the  posterior 
suiface  of  the  spinal  cord,  from  the  cervical  to  tiie  lumbar  enlargement, 
was  a  brownish-red,  jelly-like  mass,  arranged  in  groups,  covering  the  dura 
mater.  The  spinal  cord  seemed  healthy.  (There  was  no  microscopic 
examination.)" 

Catalepsy,  Avhich  is  associated  with  many  other  interesting  perversions 
of  consciousness  such  as  somnambulism,  stigmatization,  etc.,  has  received  a 
great  deal  of  attention,  not  only  from  the  laity,  but  from  scientific  men  of  all 
ages.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  extensively  into  the  consideration  of 
these  various  curious  states.  The  lighter  forms,  such  as  the  "catalepsie 
passagere"  of  Lasegue,^  have  been  induced,  by  mesmerists  and  others,  by 
passing  the  hand  over  the  face  or  body,  or  by  closing  the  eyelids.  The 
same  condition  may  be  induced  by  looking  fixedly  at  some  bright  object 
held  close  to  the  face. 

A  remarkable  experiment  of  a  popular  nature,  which  I  have  repeatedly 
performed  myself,  is  a  curious  instance  of  the  susceptibility  of  certain 
animals  to  influences  of  this  kind.  If  a  lobster  is  placed  head  downwards, 
and  gentle  scratching  of  the  back  be  made,  it  will  become  perfectly  quiet, 
no  matter  how  pugnacious  it  has  been  before,  and  will  remain  in  this 
position  for  some  time. 

The  general  opinion  in  regard  to  the  pathology  of  the  affection  is  that  the 
peculiar  muscular  condition  is  due  to  an  increased  muscular  tone,  which 
probably  depends  upon  impaired  voluntary  control,  so  that  the  muscles 
respond  to  trivial  irritation  reflected  upon  the  spinal  ganglion  cells. 

Volition  is  checked  just  as  it  is  in  hysteria ;  and  when  we  consider  the 
theory  of  "  expectant  attention,"  advanced  by  Carpenter,  the  genesis  of 
some  forms  of  catalepsy  is  easily  explained.  Tiiese  are  the  varieties  in 
which  the  individual  becomes  cataleptic  when  influenced  by  another. 

Diagnosis — The  waxy  flexibility,  which  is  pathognomonic,  is  not  a 
feature  of  any  other  disease,  and  this,  taken  in  connection  with  the  loss  of 
consciousness  and  anaesthesia,  makes  the  diagnosis  a  matter  of  certainty. 
The  only  point  M'hich  should  interest  us  is  the  possibility  of  simulation. 
Numerous  instances  of  so-called  stigmatization  come  under  this  head. 
There  is  abundant  opjiortunity  for  detection,  however;  and  electricity, 

'  Quoted  by  Enlenburg  in  Zlemssen's  EncyclopEedia,  vol.  xiv.,  translation. 
2  Ai-chiv.  de  M6d.,  1865. 
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mental  influence,  anil  strong  cutnncous  revulsives  are  recommended  sliould 
we  susi)ect  malingering. 

Prognosis  Wlien  the  cause  is  emotional,  or  when  there  is  a  mala- 
rial inthience,  the  individual's  chances  are  reniarkaldy  good.  It  is  only 
when  the  disease  appears  in  a  subject  of  very  marked  nervous  tenipei'a- 
ment  tluit  tiiere  is  any  reason  to  give  a  bad  prognosis,  and  such  cases  are 
clu•oni(^.    A  latal  t(>rniination  is  a  \  ery  remote  possibility. 

Treatment  Electricity  in  its  induced  form  seems  to  be  indicated  for 

the  abortion  or  relief  of  the  paroxysm,  and  amyl  nitrite  may  be  recom- 
mended for  the  same  purpose.  Should  there  be  malarial  influences,  qui- 
nine, arsenic,  or  iron  is  of  course  in  order.  Curare,  bleeding,  and  many 
other  forms  of  treatment  have  been  useless.  In  the  transitory  afl'ection 
(catalepsie  passagere)  cold  water  douches,  or  diffusible  stimulants,  are 
resorted  to. 
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CIIAPTEE  Xiy. 

CEEEBRO-SPmAL  DISEASES  (Continued). 
CHOREA. 

Synonyms  St.  Vitns's  dance ;  St.  John's  dance ;  Paralysis  vacil- 

lans;  Taraiitisuuis;  Clioi'6e,  etc. 

Definition  Cliorea  is  a  disease  characterized  by  involuntary  and 

disorderly  movements  of  the  muscles,  is  unattended  by  loss  of  conscious- 
ness and  cutaneous  sensibility,  and  is  generally  connected  with  paresis  of 
certain  groups  of  muscles,  or  those  of  one  side  of  the  body. 

As  early  as  the  fifteenth  century,  a  species  of  religious  delusion  appeared 
in  Southern  and  Middle  Europe,  in  an  epidemic  form,  and  was  connected 
witli  certain  saltatory  and  musculai-  phenomena,  which  gained  for  it  the 
name  of  St.  Vitus's  dance. 

This  is  described  by  various  Avriters  as  a  condition  of  religious  excite- 
ment characterized  by  gesticulations,  contortions  of  the  body,  and  leaping, 
while  the  patient  generally  screamed  or  howled  like  an  animal.  This 
peculiar  state  was  supposed  by  the  older  writers  to  be  demoniac  possession, 
and  many  victims  were  made  to  undergo  the  ordeal,  or  were  put  to  death 
by  the  sword,  or  burnt  at  the  stake.  Under  the  influence  of  their  con- 
dition they  sought  the  shrine  of  St.  Vitus,  which  was  situated  in  a  small 
chapel  near  Zabern.  Here  they  were  cured  by  the  priests,  who  sang 
masses  and  removed  the  disorder.^ 

Various  epidemics  appeared  subsequently,  but  the  disease  gradually 
became  divested  of  its  noisy  character.  In  Italy  a  dancing  disease,  sup- 
posed to  be  due  to  the  bite  of  a  spider,  and  which  received  the  name  of 
tarantisni,  made  its  appearance  in  the  early  pai't  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  a  peculiar  outbreak  occuii-ed  at  Amsterdam,  where 
seventy  children  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  became  possessed.  They  climbed 
the  walls,  swallowed  needles,  hairs,  pieces  of  glass,  and  other  indigestible 
substances,  and  "distorted  their  features  and  limbs  in  a  fearful  manner."^ 

At  otlier  places  the  same  thing  occurred,  and  until  the  end  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  when  there  was  some  decrease  in  superstition,  instances  of 
this  kind  of  chronic  disorder  were  common. 

Symptoms — Tiie  beginning  of  a  simple  case  of  chorea  may  be  the 
following :  Tlie  patient,  a  boy  of  ten  years,  who  attends  school,  becomes 
irritable,  loses  appetite,  and  does  not  care  to  go  out  and  play  with  his  fellows. 
He  becomes  pale  and  thin,  and  sits  by  himself.  In  a  little  Avhile  some  niove- 


'  Reynolds's  System  of  Medicine,  vol.  ii. 
*  Scheie  de  Vere's  "Modern  Magic,"  p.  357. 
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ment  of  tlic  litind  or  lingers,  some  Iwitcliing  of  tlie  fuce,  or  dragging  of 
one  foot  when  he  walks,  attracts  the  attention  of  parent  or  teaclier.  He 
may  be  punislicd,  with  the  idea  that  such  movements  are  the  result  of  bad 
haljits  or  vicioiisncss,  but  it  does  no  good,  but  probably  increases  the 
trouble.  Tiiese  jactitations  cease  at  night,  wlien  lie  rests  uneasily,  and  is 
disturbed  by  bad  dreams.  This  is  the  condition  in  which  we  find  the  patient. 
What  is  the  course  of  the  disease?  If  he  is  neglected,  it  will  not  be  long 
before  the  convulsive  movements  become  general.  The  feet  may  dra"' 
along  as  if  paralyzed,  and  such  is  the  case.  He  will  be  unable  to  button 
his  clothing,  or  attend  to  his  little  wants,  and  may  need  the  careful  and 
constant  attention  of  his  friends.  The  vocal  cords  nniy  be  affected,  and 
there  is  as  a  result  a  certain  aphonia,  so  that  jjhonation  is  husky  and  sub- 
dued. Incoordination  of  the  lips  and  tongue  gives  rise  to  difficulties  in 
articulation,  which  are  quite  distressing,  the  words  being  "snapped"  and 
cut  shoi't. 

Tlie  symptoms  are  worthy  of  separate  consideration,  and  we  will  proceed 
to  discuss  them  in  their  order  of  importance. 

1.  Motility} — The  spasms,  as  I  have  said,  are  clonic,  and  are  more 
often  unilateral  than  bilateral.  The  right  hand  is  usually  affected  first, 
then  the  leg  of  the  same  side  may  follow,  and  finally  tlie  other  side  may 
be  implicated,  so  that  the  movements  are  general.  The  arm  is  usually 
affected  before  the  face,  though  in  several  of  my  personal  cases  the  first 
symptom  noticed  was  a  slight  twitching  about  the  mouth,  and  an  awkward 
tendency  manifested  by  the  child  to  open  the  mouth  and  draw  its  breath 
while  speaking.  In  another,  the  little  boy  first  attracted  the  notice  of 
his  mother  by  movements  of  the  alas  of  the  nose. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  movements  in  chorea  are  always  increased  by 
the  effort  of  the  will  to  stop  them,  as  is  the  case  in  sclerosis,  in  Avhich  disease 
the  tremors  are  exaggerated  by  any  voluntary  attempt  of  the  individual 
at  control ;  and  I  have  often  been  led  to  suppose  that  chorea  might  be 
divided  into  two  varieties,  viz.,  one  in  which  the  movements  are  increased 
with  the  exercise  of  the  will,  the  other  when  they  are  most  violent  in  a  state 

'  In  an  excellent  report  of  80  cases  of  chorea,*  made  by  Dr.  G.  S.  Gerhard, 
of  the  Philadelphia  Orthopasdic  Hospital  and  Infirmary  for  Nervous  Diseases,  the 
following  points  were  observed: — 

3fovement. — In  27  cases,  general. 

11     "         "       but  marked  on  right  side. 

10    "         "        "       "  left  " 

32    "     unilateral,  20  on  right,  12  on  left  side. 

In  a  certain  number  of  these  cases  the  movements  shifted  to  the  other  side. 
Paralysis. — Partial  iiaralysis  noted  in  17  cases.    Loss  of  power  in  10  instances 
confined  to  right  side,  in  7  to  left. 

_^ge. — Under  10        years,  28  cases,  9  m.,  19  fern. 
From  10  to  20     "     52     "    18  "  U  " 

Total,  SO    "     27  "  33  " 

Cure  in  56  cases,  improvement  or  "result  unknown"  in  24  cases. 


*  Amer.  Journ.  Medical  Sciences. 


CHOREA. 


395 


of  rcst.^  The  movements  of  the  hands  nre  characteristic,  I  think.  There 
is  a  prehensile  movement  of  the  fingers  and  a  rubbing  of  the  ball  of  the 
thumb  and  ends  of  the  fingers.  There  is  swinging  of  the  arm,  and  a 
sliruo-<rino-  of  the  shoulder,  as  if  the  patient  had  on  large  or  uncomfortable 
underclothing. 

There  is  a  trivial  point  which  may  perhaps  be  of  interest,  and  I  only- 
mention  it  because  it  is  unique.  I  allude  to  the  habit  which  these  little 
patients  have  of  rubbing  the  seam  of  the  trowsers  leg  by  the  hand  which 
is  aftected,  for  these  movements  often  go  on  most  actively  when  the  arm 
hangs  by  the  side,  and  when  the  attention  is  not  directed  to  it.  In  other 
diseases  just  such  "little  straws"  will  once  in  a  while  give  a  serviceable 
hint;  for  instance,  in  commencing  paresis  of  any  kind  of  the  lower 
limbs.  If  we  examine  the  tip  of  the  shoe,  we  will  find  the  sole  to  be 
worn  down  on  one  side  of  the  body.  In  locomotor  ataxia  we  will  find  a 
reduction  of  the  heel.  When  these  little  patients  are  worried  or  embar- 
rassed, the  movements  are  greatly  increased,  and  this  is  one  of  the  strong 
features  of  diseases  of  this  kind.  I  have  at  present  a  patient  at  the  Hos- 
pital who  is  almost  quiet  when  in  the  presence  of  people  be  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  for  some  time,  but  every  new  face  seems  to  excite  him  to  such 
a  degree  as  immediately  to  give  rise  to  the  most  violent  movements. 

The  loss  of  power,  which  is  very  often  a  jihenomenon  of  chorea,  is  nearly 
always  one-sided,  and  when  it  exists  to  a  marked  degree,  may  gi-eatly 
affect  the  patient's  walk,  so  that  he  drags  his  foot  in  a  helpless  manner. 
Handfield  Jones  thinks  that  the  want  of  power  is  a  constant  feature  of  the 
disease.  Such  paresis  is  extremely  variable,  however,  in  its  extent. 
Muscular  exertion  is  distressing,  and  he  may  not  have  the  power  to  per- 
form some  of  the  least  fatiguing  actions  of  daily  life  without  great  prostra- 
tion. 

The  muscles  that  are  most  paralyzed  are  always  those  which  have  been 
the  seat  of  the  most  violent  spasm. 

Sensation — There  may  be  pain  in  the  wrists  if  the  spasms  are  severe, 
or  the  skin  may  be  anaesthetic ;  such  loss  of  sensation  being  confined  to 
the  whole  paralyzed  side,  or  to  a  single  limb. 

Mental  Condition — Irritability  of  temper  and  emotional  excitement 
are  present  from  the  beginning,  and  the  child  is  restless,  sleeps  badly,  and 
is  tortured  by  bad  dreams.  Study  or  mental  application  is  an  impossibility, 
and  spells  of  crying  are  quite  familiar  evidence  of  the  disease,  especially 
in  the  early  stages.  Chorea  may  exist  in  a  very  severe  form  when  there 
is  a  grave  exciting  cause  ;  and  the  convulsive  movements  may  be  so  vio- 
lent as  to  render  it  necessary  to  bind  or  hold  the  patient  in  bed.  At  the 
request  of  Dr.  J.  P.  P.  White,  of  New  York,  I  saw  with  him  a  case  of 
this  kind. 

The  little  girl,  Avho  was  about  ten  years  of  age,  had  arrived  in  New 
York  after  a  sea-voyage,  during  which  the  symptoms  began.  AYe  fomid 
her  agitated  by  violent  spasms  of  all  four  extremities,  wliicli  had  lasted 


•  In  a  recent  conversation  with  my  friend  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell,  he  remarked 
that  he  had  often  recognized  the  necessity  for  such  a  division. 
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for  sevenil  days,  iiiid  it  required  constant  wntcliing  to  keei)  lier  from  throw- 
ing herself  out  of  bed.  They  ceiised  partially  during  sleep,  but  tliis  needed 
repose  was  denied  her  to  a  great  extent.  Her  skin  was  liot,  and  her 
pulse  bounding  and  full.  She  was  ])crfectly  conscious,  but  comjdained  of 
pain  in  the  wrists.  I  inferred,  iVoni  the  general  ehiiracter  of  tlie  convul- 
sions, their  constancy  and  violence,  and  from  other  symptoms,  tliat  tliere 
was  some  form  of  eccentric  irritation ;  and  an  antlielmintic  administered 
by  Dr.  White  brought  away  a  tapeworm  several  yards  long.  The  move- 
ments disappeared  in  a  very  short  time. 

The  urine  has  been  found  by  Walshe  and  Bence  Jones  to  be  of  much 
higher  specific  gravity  than  in  health,  and  to  contain  an  excess  of  urea. 
It  may  vary  from  1030  to  1040,  and  is  loaded  with  the  oxalates  and 
lithates. 

Another  form  has  been  described  which  is  characterized  by  paroxysms, 
during  which  the  patient  may  perform  tlie  strangest  antics.  Her  condition 
before  and  after  the  attack  is  one  of  quietude,  but  without  warning  she  be- 
comes agitated  by  spasms,  rolls  on  the  floor,  jumps  in  the  air,  or  rushes 
about  the  room.  Wood  reports  a  case  of  this  kind  in  which  the  patient, 
a  young  married  woman  who  had  been  slightly  ill  for  some  time,  developed 
this  paroxysmal  variety.  "  The  paroxysms  themselves  were  not  always 
of  the  same  kind.  At  one  time  she  would  be  violently  and  rapidly  hurled 
from  side  to  side  in  the  chair  in  which  she  might  happen  to  be  sitting,  or 
else  suddenly  gaining  her  feet  she  would  go  on  jumping  or  stamping  for  a 
while  ;  or,  she  would  rush  around  and  around  the  room,  and  rap  with  her 
hands  each  article  of  furniture  which  lay  in  her  course  ;  or  she  would 
spring  aloft  many  times  in  succession  and  strike  the  ceiling  with  the  palm 
of  her  hand,  so  that  it  became  necessary  to  remove  some  nails  and  hooks 
Avhich  had  done  her  an  injury  ;  or  she  would  dance  upon  one  leg  with  the 
foot  of  the  other  leg  in  her  hand." 

A  professional  friend  has  recently  informed  me  of  a  case  of  this  kind 
which  came  to  his  knowledge,  in  wliich  the  woman  was  affected  very  much 
in  the  same  way  as  the  patient  of  Mr.  Wood,  and  tliat  on  one  occasion  she 
created  great  commotion  by  attempting  to  climb  one  of  the  stanchions  in 
the  cabin  of  a  steamboat. 

Tliese  cases  are  so  rare,  however,  that  they  only  deserve  to  be  men- 
tioned en  passant  as  examples  of  the  irregularity  of  the  disease,  and  are 
somewhat  like  the  original  dances  of  St.  Vitus  and  St.  John. 

The  following  case  illustrates  a  very  curious  phenomenon  of  motility 
which  I  lately  noticed  : — 

The  patient,  a  boy  of  ten  years,  was  brought  to  me  by  his  father  for 
treatment,  after  having  been  seen  by  many  practitionei"s,  who  did  not  agree 
in  regard  to  his  condition.  I  saw  that  his  movements  were  choreic.  Ques- 
tioning revealed  the  fact  that  he  had  never  been  a  strong  child,  but  had 
always  been  disposed  to  nervous  troubles  ;  even  the  exanthematous  fevers, 
which,  like  other  children,  he  had  had,  were  generally  connected  witli 
stupor,  and  other  evidence  of  susceptibility  of  the  nervous  substance  to 
blood-poison.  He  never  had  any  rheumatic  or  cardiac  afl^ections,  and  T 
could  liear  nothing  to  indicate  valvular  trouble.    The  heart-sounds  were 
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sh.irp  niul  (iiiick,  however.  Four  years  ago  he  began  to  dechiie,  became 
Aveak  and  aiuvmic,  was  irritable,  moody,  and  bad-tempered.  Ilis  appetite 
was  capricious,  and  he  preferred  sweets  to  other  food.  In  tlie  summer  of 
1872  tlie  movements  in  the  lutnds  and  arms  began,  and  soon  became  gene- 
ral. His  rest  was  uncomfortable,  and  he  started  up  in  his  sleej)  and  cried 
out.  When  I  saw  him  four  months  ago  he  was  a  pitiable  object.  His 
movements  were  general.  He  was  unable  to  hold  anything,  and  was 
])0\verless  to  perform  any  voluntary  actions  cxce]»t  those  of  a  gross  kind. 
He  could  not  unbutton  his  clothing  or  put  on  his  cap  ;  his  mother  even 
had  ilitHculty  in  making  him  walk. 

Variety  of  Movement  Head  Avas  violeiitly  agitated,  there  being  con- 
tractions of  "the  sterno-cleido-mastoideus.  He  "  sucked  in  his  cheeks,"  and 
pursed  up  his  mouth,  smacking  the  lips.  Other  facial  contortions  were 
violent.  He  winked  spasmodically,  and  there  Avas  constant  motion  of  the 
eyeballs. 

The  arms  were  in  constant  motion,  but  the  righfAvas  not  afllected  so 
much  as  the  left.  The  right  arm  and  hand  Avere  slightly  paretic,  and  he 
was  able  to  force  the  column  of  fluid  in  the  fluid  dynamometer  up  to  16°, 
Avhich  is  equal  to  15  lbs.  pressure  to  the  square  inch.  The  left  forced  it 
up  to  18°. 

The  legs.  The  right  leg  was  also  slightly  paretic.  The  toe  of  the  shoe 
was  Avorn  down  to  some  degree,  although  the  Avalk  was  not  noticeably 
afl'ected. 

There  Avas  an  uneasy  rolling  of  the  pelvis  when  he  sat  down,  and  the 
legs  Avere  not  entirely  under  his  control.  There  was  pain  in  the  wrists 
and  ankles.  Under  proper  management  of  his  diet  he  gradually  improA'ed, 
and  at  the  last  visit  was  nearly  Avell.  I  noticed  then  for  the  first  time  the 
ibllowing  peculiar  state  of  affairs.  When  sitting  in  front  of  me,  I  told  him 
to  raise  his  hands,  one  after  the  other.  The  right  hand  he  raised  promptly, 
but  the  left  he  could  not,  unless  he  took  hold  of  the  Avrist  with  the  other 
hand,  and  lifted  it.  This  condition  struck  me  as  I'emarkable,  especially 
as  he  had  to  repeat  the  process  of  aiding  with  the  right  hand. 

The  left  hand  and  forearm  might  be  paretic.  There  Avas  no  loss  of 
electro-muscular  contractility,  however,  but,  if  anything,  it  was  increased. 
The  muscular  power,  tested  by  the  dynamometer,  Avas  found  to  be  even 
better  than  in  the  other  hand.  There  was  no  atrophy.  With  these  facts 
in  view,  it  seemed  improbable  that  this  should  be  the  cause. 

It  was  found  that  when  the  other  hand  was  held  doiun,  the  hoy  teas 
able  to  lift  his  left  hand  unassisted,  and  even  to  raise  a  dumb-bell  weighing 
10  lbs.,  but  as  soon  as  the  other  hand  was  released  he  ivas  unable  to  re- 
peat it. 

To  determine  AA^hether  this  was  the  result  of  any  bad  habit,  I  ascertained 
from  the  father  that  liis  son  had  never  used  one  hand  to  lift  the  other  till 
a  few  weeks  ago. 

In  adult  life  forms  of  chorea  are  met  Avith  which  in  nearly  every  respect 
resemble  those  of  infancy.  Sometimes  pregnancy  is  the  cause,  and  in 
other  cases  prolonged  emotional  excitement,  and  more  especially  grief,  are 
in  some  A\vay  connected  with  the  development  of  the  disease. 

My  case-book  contains  the  records  of  several  of  these  examples,  and 
their  form  is  usually  of  that  kind  which  is  known  as  hemichorea,  and  very 
often  seems  to  be  dependent  upon  some  true  organic  lesion.  In  this  form 
the  exercise  of  the  Avill  to  stop  the  moA^ements  is  generally  proA'ocative  of 
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a  decided  increase  in  their  violence.  Tlie  patient  is  unable  to  carry 
food  to  his  month,  to  manage  his  clothing,  or  to  perform  any  little  acts 
of  necessity.  He  fears  to  make  any  attempts  in  the  presence  of  otiier 
people,  and  this  is  especially  the  case  before  strangers.  I  have  already 
alluded  to  one  instance  of  this  kind.  In  another  patient  the  mere  sugges- 
tion of  meeting  a  new  physician  was  suflicient  to  aggravate  her  convulsive 
movements. 

The  chorea  occurring  during  pregnancy  generally  disappears  before 
parturition,  and  though  Jaccoud  considers  that  it  may  lead  to  miscarriage, 
and  though  he  has  found  the  mortality  greater  than  in  any  other  form,  I  am 
not  disposed  to  agree  with  him  as  to  the  serious  character  of  the  disordei-. 

An  instructive  case  of  this  disease  is  subjoined  : — 

Mary  K.,  aat.  24,  entered  the  Epileptic  and  Paralytic  Hospital  July 
10th,  1877.  She  is  of  nervous  temperament,  and  gives  a  family  history 
of  nervous  disease.  Her  sister  has  epilepsy,  and  a  brother  has  infantile 
paralysis.  Up  to  the  5th  day  of  June,  1877,  she  was  pei-fectly  well. 
While  in  bed  she  was  awakened  by  a  storm  at  about  3  A.  M.,  and  was 
greatly  frightened  by  the  loud  claps  of  thunder  and  the  vivid  lightning. 
She  arose  and  fell  to  the  floor,  where  she  lay  for  some  time,  crying,  but 
found  no  difficulty  in  ai-ising,  there  not  being  paralysis.  The  next  day 
she  felt  "a  cramp"  in  the  left  side,  and  the  leg  and  arm  were  spasmodi- 
cally contracted,  and  afterwards  began  to  twitch.  There  is  no  pro- 
fou7id  loss  of  power  whatever,  but  some  slight  paresis  of  the  left  side,  and 
a  decided  hyperajsthesia  of  this  part  of  the  body.  The  left  upper  and 
lower  extremities  were  convulsed  by  choreiform  movements,  the  hand 
being  more  agitated  than  the  leg.  The  strength  of  grip  is  decidedly 
weakened,  and  she  is  only  able  to  force  the  fluid  index  in  the  dynamo- 
meter up  to  8°,  while  with  the  other  hand  she  raised  it  to  14°.  There 
is  some  dragging  of  the  foot  when  she  walks.  She  does  not  sleep,  but 
requires  chloral  and  other  hypnotics.  She  is  in  her  seventh  month  of 
pregnancy,  and  it  was  decided  not  best  to  try  any  very  active  treatment. 
Arsenic  was  given,  liowever,  in  the  form  of  five-minim  doses  of  Fowler's 
solution,  and  she  became  more  quiet  under  its  use.  At  no  time  has  she 
shown  any  indication  of  impending  abortion,  and  though  feeble  and  anaj- 
mic,  she  is  able  to  go  about  and  enjoy  herself  in  a  limited  way. 

Aug.  26.  Fowler's  solution  increased,  so  that  she  takes  n\^x,  t.  i.  d. 
Movements  somewhat  lighter. 

Se.jjt.  20.  Gave  birth  to  a  healthy  boy  after  a  short  labor. 

Oct.  10.  Cured.  Discharged.  There  were  no  special  temperature 
variations  at  any  time. 

A  case  of  interest  is  that  of — 

Lena  C,  ajt.  44  ;  Germany ;  married.  Her  mother  had  chorea  at  the 
same  age.  About  four  years  ago,  without  any  appreciable  cause,  convul- 
sive movements  of  the  whole  body  began.  These  were  not  general  at  fii-st, 
and  were  limited  only  to  the  upper  extremities.  The  movements  are 
bilateral,  and  agitate  the  hands  more  than  any  other  part.  The  facial 
muscles  are  slightly  affected,  and  there  is  a  jerking  upwards  of  the  corners 
of  the  mouth,  more  especially  on  the  right  side.  The  movements  are  neither 
aggravated  nor  controlled  by  the  will,  but  cease  during  sleep.  Her  cutane- 
ous sensibility  is  in  no  way  affected,  and  her  sight  and  hearing  are  both 
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good.  She  has  a  strange  habit  of  clutching  her  dress  in  front,  probably 
to  steady  her  hands,  and  when  spoken  to  slie  seems  greatly  disconcerted 
and  moves  more  than  ever. 

June  25.  Fl.  ext.  conii,  itlxI,  t.i.  d.  ordered  by  visiting  physician. 

26//(.  No  marked  toxic  effects  of  tlie  drug  apparant,  except  dilatation 
of  tlie  pupils  ;  and  the  patient  says  tliat  there  is  a  "  Complete  lightness  of 
the  body,"  and  that  "she  could  fly."  '  Some  improvement  in  movements. 
With  a  strong  voluntary  effort  the  movements  are  stopped  for  a  time.  ^ 

Jitly  10.  Great  improvement;  patient  can  hold  her  arms  quite  steadily ; 
medicine  stopped  (case-book  does  not  say  why).  Discharged  at  her  own 
recpiest  Dec.  15,  1875. 

She  re-entered  Dec.  22,  1875.  I  found  the  patient  in  probably 
the  same  state  in  which  she  first  came  into  the  hospital.  She  is  a 
•  spare,  tall  woman,  very  restless  and  emotional.  She  cannot  express  her- 
self at  all,  for  when  she  attempts  to  speak  the  tongue  refuses  to  do  its  part 
in  articulation,  and  the  result  is  the  utterance  of  ill-arranged  sounds, 
which  ai-e  not  properly  formed  into  words.  She  smacks  her  lips,  and 
"clicks"  her  tongue  against  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  and  the  sounds  which 
come  forth  are  tremulous  and  agitated,  and  just  sucli  as  one  would  expect 
to  hear  from  a  person  who  was  agitated  by  some  great  fear.  The  con- 
tortions of  the  arms  are  very  violent  and  irregular,  and  almost  defy  de- 
scription. The  body  seems  to  twist  upon  the  pelvis  ;  the  arms  are  thrown 
backwards  and  forwards,  and  the  hands  and  fingers  are  constantly  work- 
ing. She  seems  to  have  no  volitional  control  over  her  limbs,  and  has  very 
little  muscular  force.  She  walks  without  any  apparent  embarrassment, 
but  when  seated  the  movements  in  the  lower  extremities  are  more  active 
than  when  she  stands  up.  She  was  somewhat  analgesic,  as  Avas  demon- 
strated by  pinching.  Treatment  wdth  strychnine  considerably  moderates 
the  violence  of  the  spasmodic  movements. 

Chorea  may  often  present  a  periodic  character,  especially  if  malaria 
enters  into  its  causation.  The  tendency  to  relapse  is  quite  a  striking 
feature,  and,  in  many  cases  which  I  have  seen,  it  appeared  either  during 
the  early  fall  or  spring,  and  reappeared  the  following  season.  It  may  be 
accompanied  by  other  nervous  troubles,  or  exist  in  an  uncomplicated  form 
as  a  result  of  debility  arising  from  repeated  nervous  exhaustion  or  fresh 
eccentric  causes.  In  one  case  I  found  it  to  appear  as  soon  as  cold  weather 
came,  and  at  the  same  time  an  extensive  eczema  upon  the  calves  of  the  legs 
and  scalp  was  developed.  This  disappeared,  together  with  the  movements, 
under  the  use  of  arsenic  and  oil,  but  both  reappeared  the  following  winter. 
Dr.  E.  Frankel  has  reported  a  similar  case,  and  I  have  no  doubt  there  are 
others  who  have  had  a  like  experience.  The  disease  usually  wears  itself 
out  in  a  short  time,  the  tendency  to  relapse  rarely  lasting  after  puberty ;  and 
if  a  cure  can  be  effected,  the  maintenance  of  a  high  standard  of  general 
health  and  certain  precautions  as  to  overwork  or  study  prevent  a  return. 

Causes — Various  writers  agree  that  the  disease  is  confined  to  the 
period  between  the  third  and  fourteenth  years,  and  this  has  been  my  ex- 
perience. I  do  not  know  of  a  case  under  three  years,  but  Hammond  has 
seen  the  disease  in  a  child  of  eighteen  months.  Watson  limits  the  time 
at  which  chorea  may  appear  to  the  period  between  the  first  and  second 
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(lentitioiis  ;  nnd  ITillier,  of  Grout  Onnoiul  Slreet  Cliiklren's  Hospital,  Inis 
given  a  table,  whicli  is  refeiTed  to  by  Rudclitt'e.  lie  found  that  of  422 
cases  at  the  above  institution,  104  were  between  the'  ages  of  ten  an<l 
twelve.  Girls  seem  to  be  more  often  affeeted  than  boys,  for  what  reason  I 
cannot  say,  except  tiiat  il  may  be  the  more  delicate  organization  of  the 
former,  and  the  preparative  changes  going  on  before  menstruation. 
•  Niemeyer  believes  the  malady  to  be  very  rare  before  tlie  sixtii  year  and 
after  the  fifteenth.  When  the  disease  appears  after  puberty,  it  generally 
takes  an  eccentric  form,  or  it  may  be  due  to  central  orga)iic  ciianges,  or  fol- 
low hemiplegia.  Tliis  latter  form,  denominated  by  Mitchell  post-paralytic 
chorea,  has  already  been  described.  In  chorea  there  is  a  general  derange- 
ment of  the  digestive  organs  and  loss  of  appetite  ;  constipation  and  pal[)i- 
tation  are  quite  common  alterations  of  function  met  Avith  in  these  cases. 
In  the  anaemic  patients,  and  they  are  generally  all  so,  there  is  often  an 
aortic  murmur,  and  the  skin  is  pale  and  cool. 

The  existence  of  cardiac  disease  or  the  previous  history  of  rheumatism 
is  considered  by  many  authors  to  have  much  to  do  witii  the  causation  of 
the  disease.  Romberg,  Hughes,  and  W^est,  besides  many  others,  have  so 
decided ;  and  when  we  consider  the  pathology  of  the  disease,  it  will  aj)- 
pear  to  us  very  reasonable.  Of  104  cases  of  chorea  at  Guy's  Hospital,  but 
15  of  the  number  were  free  from  any  indication  of  cardiac  or  rheumatic 
difficulties. 

The  disease  often  follows  scarlatina  or  other  zymotic  febriculae,  or  takes 
its  origin  from  an  attack  of  acute  rheumatism.  It  may  result,  and  gene- 
rally does,  from  some  directly  exciting  cause,  such  as  over-study,  bad  air, 
or  food,  worms,  or  sudden  fright.  My  recent  investigations  in  regard  to 
the  occurrence  of  the  disease  among  scliool  children  revealed  the  astound- 
ing fact  that  over  twenty  per  cent,  of  young  school  children  of  the  public 
schools  of  New  York  were  affected  with  choretic  affections  of  greater  or 
less  gravity.  West'  expresses  it  as  his  opinion  that  over-study  is  a  com- 
mon cause,  and  my  investigations  are  sufficient  to  prove  this. 

Many  cases  ai'e  supposed  to  result  from  association  of  unaffected  children 
Avith  those  who  are  the  subjects  of  chorea.  Niemeyer  alludes  to  the  prev- 
alence of  this  "  mimetic  form"  among  boarding-school  pupils.  This  view 
has  been  very  popular  with  the  laity,  and  I  am  convinced  has  some  im- 
portance, still,  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  influence  of  example  has  been 
grossly  exaggerated. 

Malaria  seems  to  play  a  decided  part  in  the  etiology  of  the  disease. 
This  was  pointed  out  by  Kinnicutt,  who  reported  some  interesting  cases 
in  which  the  movements  were  aggravated  at  certain  hours  on  alternate 
days,  and  were  characterized  by  something  like  periodicity. 

'  Am.  Psychological  Journal,  Feb.  1876.  A  number  of  papers  coiitiiining 
questions  were  sent  to  the  public  scliool  teachers  of  this  city.  In  most  instances 
the  answers  were  intelligent  and  satisfactory.  The  cases  alluded  to  above  varied 
from  movement  of  the  hands  and  twitching  of  the  facial  muscles  to  general  move- 
ments which  attracted  the  attention  of  visitors. 
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Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology— But  few  caPcs  of  fVital  chorea 
huve  been  reported.  Tu-ei.ty-lwo  of  (lie.se  ure  brougl.t  forward  by  Dr. 
Dickinson,  whose  excellent  iirtiele  upon  the  pathology  of  chorea  deserves 
the  attention  of  every  student  of  neurology.  One  case  has  been  reported 
by  Ellischer,'  wliicli  is  instructive,  as  it  exiiibits  changes  in  tlie  nerve- 
trunks;  and  Ogle,'^  Kirkes,'-"  Hughe-s-  nnd  Romberg^  liave  made  autopsies 
in  other  cases.  In  Dickinson's  cases  the  lieart  was  found  to  be  healthy  in 
live  ;  in  the  remaining  seventeen  the  following  lesions  were  observed:— 

Recent  vegetations  on  mitral  valves  only,    .       .       .  seven, 

a  a  II         "     witii  old  thickening,  one. 

Recent  vegetations  on  mitral  and  aortic  valves,  .        .  one. 

Recent  vegetations  on  mitral  and  aortic  valves,  with  peri- 
cardial adhesions,  ......  two. 

Recent  vegetations  on  mitral  and  tricuspid  valves,    ^  .  one. 

Recent  vegetations  on  mitral  and  tricus[)id  valves,  with 

pericardial  adhesions,     .        .        •        •        •        •  OQC. 

Recent  vegetations  on  mitral  and  aortic  valves,  with 

recent  pericarditis,         .        .        •        •        •        •  two. 

Recent  vegetations  on  mitral  valves  with  old  pericardial 

adhesions,  o"^- 

Of  tlie  patients  affected  witli  recent  endocarditis,  6  originated  from 
rheumatism,  2  from  mental  causes,  3  from  uterine,  1  from  rheumatic  and 
uterine,  2  from  mental  and  uterine,  and  3  from  unknown  causes;  thus 
showing  the  connection  between  the  rheumatic  origin  and  the  cardiac 
clianges. 

The  brain  and  cord  were  affected  in  11  cases,  there  being  congestion, 
.softening,  and  appearances  similar  to  those  noted  by  the  other  observers  I 
have  mentioned. 

In  one  of  his  cases  (No.  V.)  he  made  very  thoi-ough  microscopical 
examinations,  and  I  present  his  account  of  the  appearances  noted  :  "  Sub- 
sequently sections  from  almost  every  region  of  the  brain  Avere  examined 
microscojncally.  They  were  in  most  instances  natural,  the  nerve-cells 
invariably  so,  save  some  injection  of  the  vessels,  not  enough  to  be  decidedly 
morbid;  though  the  veins  were  much  distended,  in  particular  about  the 
dentate  bodies  of  the  cerebellum,  the  vessels  and  their  canals  were  nor- 
mal. Tliere  was  no  extravasation,  effusion,  or  erosion.  Two  situations, 
liowever,  were  remarkable  exceptions  to  these  statements.  In  the  deeper 
white  matter  of  one  of  the  cerebral  convolutions  were  many  conspicuous 
spots,  which  consisted  of  accumulations  of  crystals  of  lu\?matinc  mingled 
with  indefinite  debris,  probably  of  nervous  origin,  swelling  the  canals 
around  arteries  which  still  remained  distended  with  blood. 

'  Archiv  fur  Piith.  Anat.,  etc.,  t.  Lxi. 

2  Brit,  and  For.  Mcd.-Chir.  Review,  1SG8;  ]\Icd.  Times  and  Gaz.,  1866. 

3  London  Med.  Gazette,  1850;  Med.  Times  and  Gaz.,  1SG3. 

^  Guy's  Hospital  Reports,  vol.  iv.,  184G.  s  q,,  ^.j^ 
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"The  other  region  rcferrc<l  to  as  tlie  scat  of  significant  cliange  is  tliat 
of  the  corpora  striata.  These  bodies  were  more  minutely  injected  than 
the  rest  of  the  brain.  Tiie  capilhiries,  as  Avell  as  the  hirger  vessels  of  both 
classes,  being  packed  Avitii  blood-corpuscles  and  numerous  spots,  striking 
objects  under  the  microscope,  were  closely  set  in  their  substance.  These 
consisted  each  of  an  artery  in  section,  empty,  crumpled  and  collapsed,  and 
surrounded  by  a  mass  of  globular  debris,  which  hiul  been  formed  at  the 
expense  of  the  surrounding  tissue.  They  had  evidently  been  produced  hy 
a  solution  or  destruction  of  tissue  around  the  vessel  consequent  ujion  elu- 
sion from  it,  the  result  of  injection  which  had  now  ceased  to  exist.  In 
time  these  mixed  effects  of  extravasation  and  disintegration  would  have 
disappeared  and  left  mere  vacuities. 

"The  spinal  cord  displayed  loaded  vessels  and  eroded  fissures,  such  as 
were  seen  in  every  other  instance  examined.  In  addition  to  these  com- 
mon changes,  the  gray  matter  had  undergone  extensive  transfornuition  of 
the  kind  to  which  the  term  sclerosis  has  been  given.  This  was  slight  in 
the  cervical  region — extreme  throughout  the  dorsal — absent  from  the  lum- 
bar. The  change  was  confined  to  the  gray  matter,  which  it  affected  on 
the  same  side  of  the  cord  nearly  symmetrically.  In  the  dorsal  region  it 
involved  at  least  a  third  of  the  gray  matter  as  seen  in  section ;  the 
affected  portions  on  each  side  being  adjacent  to  the  attachment  of  the 
trausverse  commissure,  and  at  the  root  of  each  posterior  horn.  In  the 
cervical  region,  though  the  change  was  less  extensive,  its  position  was  the 
same.  The  altered  gray  substance  had  been  converted  into  a  wool-like 
entanglement  of  curving  areolar  fibres,  among  which  nerve-fibres  could  be 
sometimes  traced,  especially  near  the  edges,  but  from  which  all  other 
nerve-elements  had  disapjieared,  leaving  a  mere  confusion  of  connective 
tissue.  The  nuclei  proper  to  the  healthy  stincture  were  present,  but  had 
undergone  iio  incresiss,  nor  Avas  there  any  other  evidence  of  fibroid  or  con- 
nective new  growth.  The  change  seemed  to  consist  essentially  of  a 
destruction  and  removal  of  the  nervous  elements,  their  fibroid  skeleton 
only  remaining." 

A  fatal  case  of  chorea  was  reported  hy  Dr.  Jas.  H.  Hutchinson.'  The 
heart  was  found  affected,  the  aortic  valves  incompetent,  the  leaflets  being 
"swollen  and  softened,"  and  the  aorta  was  atheromatous  above  the  sinus 
of  Valsalva. 

EUischer,^  who  made  an  autopsy,  found  that  the  vascular  changes  in  the 
brain  were  marked,  the  walls  of  the  vessels  being  changed,  and  the  surface 
covered  by  dark  gi-anules.  In  certain  places  the  calibre  of  the  vessels 
was  narrowed,  and  there  was  an  accumulation  of  blood-corpuscles,  and 
consequent  efl\ision  of  the  watery  parts  of  the  blood.  Some  of  the  vessels 
contained  coagula.  The  connective  tissue  about  these  vessels  was  thick- 
ened and  increased  in  size,  and  contained  yellow  pigment  and  granulated 
nuclei.  The  large  ganglionic  cells  in  the  brain  were  filled  with  pigment, 
and  the  cell  contents  much  changed.    Sections  of  motor  nerves  exhibited 


'  rhihi.  Med.  Times,  August  5,  1876. 
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red  patches,  ami  destruction  of  nerve-fibres.  Tliese  changes  show,  tii..'n, 
great  vascular  alteration,  and  degeneration  of  normal  nerve-tissue. 

In  regard  to  the  patliology  tliere  is  mucli  dispute,  some  obsei-vers  con- 
sidering^it  to  be  but  a  functional  condition,  while  othei-s  are  well  satisfied 
as  to  its  organic  nature. 

The  original  observations  of  Kirkes  first  demonstrated  the  relation  be- 
tween chorea  and  rheumatism.  Ogle  contends  that  this  relationship  (or 
at  least  the  evidences  of  rlieumatismal  causation  in  the  brain,  such  as  em- 
boli) is  only  demonstrated  by  fatal  cases.  He  considers  the  excess  of 
fibrin  in  the  blood  to  be  only  the  result  of  ihe  same  influence  that  pro- 
duces tiui  cliorca,  and  that  the  blood  state,  instead  of  being  a  cause,  may 
be  a  consequence  of  chorea,  the  result  of  tissue  metamorphosis  due  to 
excessive  muscular  action. 

He  raises  a  question  as  to  the  disappearance  of  the  movements,  and 
considers  this  condition  of  affairs  incompatible  with  organic  lesions.  This 
objection,  however,  seems  to  lack  force  when  we  remember  that  in  aggra- 
vated cases  the  movements  do  not.  stop  durmc/  sleep.  Another  fact  is  to 
be  thought  of,  and  this  is  the  tendency  to  relapse  which  the  simplest  cases 
present. 

The  embolic  theory  has  been  reported  by  nearly  every  investigator,  and 
its  strongest  supporters  are  Broadbent,  Hughlings  Jackson,  and  Bastian. 
The  original  investigations  of  Kirkes  served  as  a  basis  for  this  new  theory. 
He  found  that  particles  of  fibrine  were  washed  into  the  cerebral  vessels. 
Hughlings  Jackson  located  the  place  of  final  deposit  in  the  gray  matter  of 
tlie  convolutions  in  tlie  neighborhood  which  are  supplied  by  the  middle 
cerebral  artery.  Jackson  very  cogently  considers  the  significance  of  its 
one-sided  character  as  compared  Avith  hemiplegia  from  embolism,  and  has 
since  brought  up  the  question  of  involvement  of  the  muscles  more  con- 
cerned in  special  voluntary  acts,  wliich  are  likewise  conspicuously  affected 
in  hemiplegia  and  epilepsy. 

Against  tliis  theory,  some  writers  have  raised  the  question  in  regard  to 
tlie  existence  of  the  hemichorea  on  the  same  side  of  the  body  as  tliat  of 
the  brain  where  the  lesion  is  found,  and  contend  that  there  must  be 
crossed  action. 

Dupuy  and  Brown-S^quard  have  made  experiments  which  prove  that 
such  a  condition  of  affairs  may  exist,  and  I  have  myself  done  the  same 
thing-  Since  my  experiments,  I  have  heard  of  a  case,  related  by  Dr. 
Walter  Hay,  of  Chicago,  in  which  post-mortem  examination  revealed  a 
cerebral  hemorrhage  on  the  side  of  the  hemiplegia. 

In  one  of  these  experiments  made  by  Dr.  F.  H.  Rankin  and  myself  upon 
a  monkey,  electrical  irritation  (galvanic)  of  the  white  matter  just  beneath 
the  cortex  of  the  left  ascending  parietal  convolution  produced  convulsions 
in  both  extremities  of  the  same  side. 

Broadbent  localizes  the  lesions  entirely  within  the  corpus  striatum.  Ho 
also  calls  attention  to  the  existence  of  peripheral  irritation,  sliock, 'and 
various  causes  wliich  may  produce  a  depraved  fiuictional  condition. 

Bastian  adopts  the  theory  that'the  emboli  consist  of  nmsses  of  ao-glome- 
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rated  white  corpuscles,  iiiul  tliut  I  lie  locution  of  the  lesion  is  in  tiie  corpus 
striatum. 

Dickinson  is  disposed  to  regard  the  chorea  as  the  result  of  rheumatism 
rather  than  of  endocarditis,  and  considers  the  central  condition  one  of 
hyperivmia  of  the  nervous  centres,  "not  due  to  any  meclianica!  miseliance, 
bnt  ])roduced  by  causes  mainly  of  two  kinds:  one  a  morbid,  probably  a 
iiunieral,  influence  which  may  alfect  tiie  nervous  centres  iis  it  affects  otlier 
organs  and  tissues  ;  the  other,  irritation  in  some  mode,  usually  mental, 
but  sometimes  what  is  called  reflex,  which  especially  belongs  to  and  dis- 
turbs the  nervous  system,  and  affects  persons  differently  according  to  the 
inherent  mobility  of  their  natnre." 

In  regard  to  localization  he  agrees  in  the  main  with  the  otliei-  observers. 
"  The  spots  of  perivascular  change  are  widely  scattered  throughout  that 
large  region  which  lies  interiorly  to  the  cerebral  convolutions  between  the 
corpora  striata  and  the  lower  end  of  the  cord  ;  the  district  of  the  motor 
and  sensory  as  distinguislicd  from  the  mental  functions." 

It  seems,  then,  tliat  the  quality  of  tiie  lesion  is  only  disputed.  I  am 
strongly  inclined  to  accept  the  embolic  theory,  not  only  because  the  pare- 
sis of  the  limb  may  precede  any  muscular  movements,  but  because  lesions 
in  or  about  the  corpora  striata,  which  produce  hemiplegia,  may  also  give 
rise  to  choreic  movements. 

Diagnosis  The  movements  of  chorea  must  be  differentiated  from 

those  of  sclerosis  and  paralysis  agitans.  This  will  not  be  a  difficult  task, 
as  the  peculiarity  of  the  choreic  movement  is  theye)-^',  while  the  tremor  of 
the  other  affection  is  rhythmical  and  usually  j^ne,  and  varies  under  certain 
circumstances.  The  rapid  recovery  should  also  be  an  element  in  the 
diagnosis. 

That  chorea  may  result  in  some  secondary  disease,  such  as  softening  or 
meningitis,  is  well  settled  ;  and  in  these  cases  it  will  be  necessary  to  take 
into  account  the  character  of  all  the  new  symptoms,  and  the  history  of  the 
old  ones. 

The  exceptional  forms  of  the  disease  may  be  mistaken  for  hysterical 
troubles,  and  then  the  diagnosis  will  be  difficult.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind,  however,  that  this  mistake  can  be  made  only  in  adult  cases.  The 
paralysis  of  chorea  maybe  differentiated  from  true  cerebral  or  spinal  para- 
lysis by  its  gradual  development,  and  by  the  age  of  the  individual,  as  these 
two  forms  are  quite  rare  in  infancy.  Choreic  movements  usually  stop  at 
night,  and  the  exceptions  to  the  rule  of  quiescence  during  sleep  include 
those  in  which  the  patients  have  "dreams  of  movement,"  such  as  were 
alluded  to  by  Marshall  Hall. 

Prognosis  Chorea  is  an  affection  which  may  very  often  disappear, 

without  any  treatment  whatever,  in  from  six  weeks  to  four  months;  but 
there  are  very  likely  to  be  relapses.  If  properly  treated,  the  movements 
should  disappear  in  from  six  weeks  to  two  months,  or  even  in  a  shorter 
time.  If  the  disease  appears  after  puberty,  the  prognosis  is  unfavorable, 
and  all  we  can  do  in  some  cases  is  to  moderate  its  violence.  There  is 
a  tendency  to  recovery  in  other  cases,  among  them  those  of  pregnancy. 
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Death  is  a,  very  unusual  termination,  and  it  rarely  occurs  as  a  result  of 
tlie  (liseas(;  itself,  but  ratlier  of  some  cardiac  comidication. 

Treatment.  Internal  remedies:   Strychnia;  arsenic;  iron  in  its 

various  forms  (bromide,  carbonate,  etc.)  ;  ijhosi)liorus  and  cod-liver  oil. 
External  remedies :  Cold  to  spine— ice,  ether  spray,  and  cold  douche  ; 
Kussian  or  Turkish  baths;  and  salt  baths.  Kest,  diet,  and  fresh  air. 
(FF.  7,  9,  10,  11,  13,  14,  24,  28,  29,  32,  42,  43,  51,  58,  72.) 

Some  of  these  may  be  combined  with  good  effect.  The  plan  of  treat- 
ment I  generally  employ  is  the  following:  Should  the  child  be  "run 
down,"  as  is  generally  the  case,  I  begin  Avith  some  preparation  of  iron, 
and  administer  at  the  same  time  cod-liver  oil.  As  regards  special  treat- 
ment, I  find  strychnine  serviceable,  carried  up  to  the  point  wlicre  stiffness 
of  the  sural  muscles  is  arrived  at.  Next  to  this  stands  arsenic.  It 
must  be  given  in  large  doses;  but  when  Ave  find  that  digestive  troubles 
are  produced  very  quickly  by  this  drug,  strychnia  may  be  substituted. 
Cold  to  the  spine  cannot  be  overestimated  as  a  plan  of  treatment.  We 
may  either  use  the  ether  spray,  which  was  first  suggested  for  use  in 
this  disease  by  Subetski,  of  Warsaw,  in  1866,  or  apply  ice-bags  every  day, 
allowing  them  to  stay  on  about  ten  minutes.  Perroud,  who  has  used  the 
ether  spray,  makes  applications  from  four  to  eight  minutes  in  duration 
every  day.  Of  thirty-five  cases  I  have  treated  in  this  way  (I  mean  Avith 
the  ether  spray),  from  fifteen  to  tAventy  applications  produced  permanent 
benefit ;  and  here  I  would  say  that  the  spray  should  be  directed  chiefly  to 
the  upper  part  of  the  cord,  over  the  upper  cervical  vertebraj.  Eserine  has 
been  lately  recommended,  and  Bouchut  has  given  the  results  of  437  cases, 
205  of  whom  took  it  in  pilular  form,  and  232  hypodermically.  The  ave- 
rage dose  was  from  two  to  five  milligrammes.  He  obtained  temporary 
benefit,  which  seemed  to  wear  off;  but  Avhen  the  drug  was  repeatedly  ad- 
ministered, he  accomplished  many  cures.  He  reports  twenty-three  cures 
by  an  aA-erage  of  seven  injections.  It  is  a  dangerous  remedy,  however, 
and  produces  severe  gastric  symptoms. 

The  salts  of  zinc  have  occasionally  proved  valuable  in  cases  of  this  dis- 
ease; and  coninm  is  occasionally  efficacious,  but  its  effects  are  temporary  ; 
but  I  prefer  the  remedies  I  have  mentioned.  I  have  found  pliosphorus, 
with  cod-liver  oil,  to  be  a  most  valuable  curative  agent,  and  in  cases  Avhere 
everything  else  failed  it  has  succeeded.  This  seems  reasonable,  when 
we  consider  how  much  impaired  must  be  the  nutrition  of  the  nervous 
matter. 

Da  Costa'  and  Mills,*  of  Philadelphia,  have  used  the  bromide  of  iron  ; 
but  the  latter  has  had  very  unsuccessful  results.  In  twelve  patients  to 
whom  he  administered  the  drug,  there  Avas  no  improvement  after  its  use. 

Dr.  Mills  says :  "  It  Avas  usually  given  in  plain  syrup  and  Avater,  com- 
mencing Avith  five  grains  three  times  daily,  as  recommended,  and  rapidly 


'  Mod.  and  Surg.  Reporter,  Jan.  30,  1875. 
*  Phila.  Med.  Times,  Sept.  25,  1875. 
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increasing  the  dose  lo  t  weiily.  The  treatment  was  continued  from  two  to 
four  weeks.  Twenty  grains  very  g(inerally  caused  vomiting.  It  seems  to 
be  a  remedy  which  ([uickly  irrilatcs  Llie  intestinal  tract." 

Oulment  and  Laurent  recommend  liyoscyamin  in  doses  of  one-sixtieth  of 
a  grain,  in  pill  form,  at  iirst  twice  daily,  iiiul  afterwards  more  frequently. 
Amelioration  is  said  to  begin  in  eiglit  or  nine  days.  Should  the  presence  of 
worms  be  susi)ected,  we  may  either  use  an  injection  of  quassia  and  carbolic 
acid  solution  (gtt.  x — Oj)  after  each  stool,  or  [)ursue  the  ordinary  santonine 
treatment.  The  use  of  ferruginous  tonics  is  generally  indicated,  and  those 
should  be  selected  which  are  best  assimilated  and  which  tax  digestion  the 
least.  I  would  therelbre  recommend  eitlier  the  carbonate  of  iron,ordyal- 
ized  iron.  The  addition  of  digitalis  seems  to  increase  their  good  effects 
quite  materially.  Chalybeate  waters  are  useful,  and  sulphur  baths  are 
recommended  by  Baudelocque  and  others. 

Trousseau  recommends  morphine  and  strychnine,  but  I  have  never  seen 
any  good  results  follow  the  use  of  the  former ;  of  the  virtues  of  the  latter 
I  have  already  spoken.  H.  C.  Wood  recommends  a  tincture  made  from 
the  fresh  leaves  of  the  skunk-cabbage,  with  which  he  has  had  some  suc- 
cess. Electricity  I  have  no  faith  in,  except,  perhaps,  when  the  so-called 
"  general  electrization"  is  used  as  a  cutaneous  and  muscular  stimulant. 
Benedikt  has  cured  many  cases  by  galvanism  ;  but,  as  far  as  I  can  learn, 
his  results  are  exceptional. 

There  are  instances  where  nothing  does  good.  It  is  well  to  put  the 
patients  in  a  dark  room,  and  keep  them  perfectly  quiet.  We  will  be  often 
astonished  at  the  result.  There  are  little  things  that  must  be  watched. 
The  diet,  above  all  things,  should  be  regulated  with,  judgment.  Plenty  of 
fresh  air  and  sleep  come  next,  and  absolute  mental  rest  must  be  enforced. 
The  school-books  and  the  school-room  are  to  be  parted  from,  and  agree- 
able diversions  planned.  An  excellent  auxiliary  to  our  medication  is  the 
salt-bath.  A  handful  of  rock-salt  in  the  water,  and  the  energetic  use  of 
the  rough  towel,  will  infuse  a  tone  and  vigor  that  will  soon  become  appa- 
rent. In  conclusion,  I  must  say  that  decided  medication  is  useless  in 
these  patients  if  their  personal  habits  are  not  looked  after. 

PARALYSIS  AGITANS. 

Synonyms. — Shaking  palsy ;  Parkinson's^  disease  ;  Trembling  palsy; 
Tremblement  sdnile  ;  Chorea  senile  ;  Chorea  festinans. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  so  much  confusion  exists  in  regard  to  the  pi-oper 
classification  of  this  tremor  of  old  age.  It  has  been  and  is  to  this  day 
confounded  with  cerebro-spinal  sclerosis. 

I  shall  speak  of  it  as  a  disease  of  advanced  life,  symptomatized  by  paresis, 
involving  usually  the  upper  extremities,  with  tremor  which  is  not  increased 
by  voluntary  muscular  action.    This  tremor  rarely  affects  the  muscles  of 


'  Essay  on  Shaking  Palsy,  London,  1817. 
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the  face,  except  in  advanccil  stages  of  the  disease,  and  is  acrompunied  l)y 
festination,  and  in  certain  oases  l.y  bending  of  the  body  forwards,  and 
inclination  of  tiie  chin  forwards  and  downwards. 

Symptoms  Tlie  extremities  first  become  the  seat  of  tremor,  tlie  fin- 

gei-s  being  agitated  in  llie  beginning  ;  tlie  hand  is  next  involved,  and  after- 
ward the  arm.  This  tremor  is  bilateral,  and  it  may  not  make  further 
advances  tbr  some  time,  but  ultimately  the  head  and  other  limbs  are 
included.  The  tremor  may  involve  one  hand  before  the  other,  or  the  leg 
of  the  same  side  may  be  next  aiiectod,  then  the  leg  of  the  other  side,  and 
next  the  opposite  arm.  After  a  variable  time,  extending  from  one  to  ten 
3'ears,  a  species  of  muscular  rigidity  takes  place,  so  that  the  head  is  drawn 
down,  and  ultimately  the  body  is  bent  and  the  head  is  thrust  forwards,  or 
the  ciiin  is  drawn  down  to  the  breast.  The  forearms  and  hands  are  flexed, 
and  the  arms  may  be  drawn  to  the  side  of  the  body.  The  constant  move- 
ments may  produce  an  actual  abrasion  of  the  skin  by  friction  of  the  elbows 
or  hands,  should  the  muscular  contraction  bring  them  in  contact  with  the 
body.  Any  attempt  at  locomotion  is  attended  by  what  has  been  called 
"  festination."  The  patient  may  rise  slowly  from  his  seat,  and  perhaps 
in  the  early  stages  walk,  slowly  though  awkwardly,  by  taking  long  strides, 
but  when  the  muscles  of  the  back  lose  their  power,  and  the  body  pitches 
forw^ard,  the  patient's  attempts  to  preserve  his  equilibrium  result  in  a 
shuffling  gait,  and  finally  he  is  compelled  to  run  and  gladly  clutches  the 
nearest  chair  or  support  to  avoid  falling. 

The  voice  is  weak  and  the  speech  broken  and  abrupt,  and  the  form  of 
interruption  lias  been  compared  by  Charcot  "  to  that  which  affects  a  novice 
in  equitation  when  his  horse  begins  to  trot."  This  interruption  is  caused 
by  the  violence  of  the  muscular  movements.  The  patient  pitches  his  voice 
when  he  begins  to  speak,  and  never  changes  the  tone  until  he  has  finished, 
so  that  his  phonation  is  decidedly  monotonous.  He  is  greatly  fjitigued  by 
the  constant  muscular  movements,  and  is  restless  and  inclined  to  seek  new 
positions  which  may  give  him  ease.  A  disagreeable  symptom  is  the  oc- 
currence of  cramps  of  temporary  duration,  which  are  more  common  during 
the  day.  During  the  tremor  the  fingers  or  toes  may  be  rigidly  flexed  or 
extended.  The  face  is  utterly  devoid  of  expression,  but  the  mind  is  never 
impaired,  and  there  are  no  affections  of  the  organs  of  special  sense.  The 
tremor  in  the  beginning  ceases  at  night,  but  in  the  established  fomi  it  is 
present  at  all  times. 

The  termination  of  the  disease  may  be  in  death  through  exhaustion  or 
complicating  diseases,  such  as  pneumonia,  Avhicli  carried  off  three  cases 
reported  by  Trousseau.  Tlie  functions  of  the  bladder  and  rectum  are  not 
usually  involved,  except  when  the  disease  has  become  confirmed.  In  one 
case  Topinard  found  sugar  in  the  urine,  but  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that 
this  circumstance  is  exceptional. 

After  suffering  for  a  number  of  years  the  patient  is  finally  obliged  to 
seek  his  bed,  sloughs  form  over  the  sacrum,  and  lie  gradually  sinks,  the 
tremor,  perhaps,  moderating  slightly  before  death. 
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The  following  interesting  case  is  one  that  illustrates  tlie  course  of  the 
disease  pei'fectly  : — 

Mr.  M.,  the  patient,  during  his  early  years  led  an  active  life,  and  after 
following  the  occupation  of  a  peddler  gradually  worked  his  way  up  to 
prosperity.  For  years  he  went  about  tlie  streets  of  New  York  carrying, 
many  hours  in  the  day,  a  heavy  pack  upon  his  back,  and  during  this  tinTe 
he  suffered  many  privations  of  food,  rest,  and  sleep,  and  wiis  exposed  to 
the  elements,  after  going  home  wet  and  cold.  About  fifteen  years  ago  he 
first  noticed  the  appearance  of  his  ])resent  disease.  He  is  a  stout  man  of 
large  frame,  and  about  70  years  old.  The  trembling  began  after  slight 
exertion,  and  continued  for  some  time.  It  became  more  pronounced  and 
constant  during  the  next  two  or  three  years,  and  he  wiis  unable  to  un- 
button his  clothing,  feed  himself,  or  use  his  hands.  His  general  health 
did  not  seemingly  suffer,  but  he  was  "nervous"  and  depressed,  and  fully 
aware  of  his  pitiable  state.  Ho  did  not  tremble  so  much  when  lying  down, 
but'  when  he  moved  about  or  assumed  the  erect  position  the  hantls  shook 
and  the  head  shook  constantly  from  side  to  side.  The  movements  always 
stopped  at  night,  but  it  was  some  time  before  he  could  sleep.  He  gi-adu- 
ally  lost  power ;  the  right  arm  losing  strength  primarily,  and  afterwai'ds 
the  left.  Coincident  with  the  loss  of  power  there  was  tremor.  When  I 
saw  him  two  years  ago,  I  found  him  seated  in  a  chair  in  which  he  had 
difficulty  in  keeping  his  place.  His  upper  extremities  and  head  were 
chiefly  affected.  The  head  was  inclined  forwards,  and  was  constantly 
agitated  by  movements  of  a  rhythmical  character,  which  did  not  appear  to 
be  increased  or  diminished  by  any  act  of  volition.  He  could  not  raise  his 
chin,  but  looked  up  at  me  when  I  entered  the  room  with  his  son.  When 
asked  a  question,  he  answered  in  a  tremulous  voice,  speaking  as  would  one 
Avho  was  chilled.  His  body  was  curved  forwards,  and  his  aimis  were  semi- 
flexed, the  elbows  being  drawn  to  the  chest ;  and  forcible  or  voluntary 
extension  was  impossible.  There  was  no  atrophy  of  the  muscles  of  the 
arms  or  forearms,  and  no  decided  loss  of  sensation.  The  hands  were  agi- 
tated by  the  same  rhythmical  tremors  as  the  head.  AVhen  he  was  lifted  up 
he  could  not  walk,  and  would  have  pitched  forward  if  not  held.  In  this 
position  I  noticed  that  the  knees  were  also  affected  by  the  tremor.  His 
bladder  and  rectum  did  not  seem  to  be  involved,  at  least  not  as  a  result  of 
the  disease,  for  beyond  symptoms  of  enlarged  prostate  he  suffered  no  im- 
pairment of  function.  For  the  past  two  years  he  has  needed  powerful 
opiates  to  procure  sleep,  the  movements  continuing  unless  they  are  given. 
He  swallows  with  difficulty,  and  there  is  a  drain  of  saliva  from  the  corner 
of  his  mouth.  As  far  as  I  can  learn  there  have  been  no  disorders  of  the 
organs  of  special  sense,  and  certainly  there  are  now  none.  His  mind  seems 
to  be  somewhat  affected,  as  he  is  irritable  and  silly,  and  his  memory  is 
deficient. 

It  may  be  stated  that  the  affection  may  exist  in  a  modified  form  (Parkin- 
son's disease),  and  that  tremor  alone  may  be  the  only  symptom.  Festi- 
nation  and  rigidity  are  by  no  means  constant  expressions  of  the  affection. 

Causes  Nothing  is  known  in  i-egard  to  the  causes  of  paralysis  agi- 

tans.  It  has  followed  mental  distress,  or  has  been  preceded  by  neuralgia 
and  rheumatism,  but  these  seem  to  be  connected  with  so  many  nervous 
diseases  that  it  is  difficult  to  say  just  how  mucli  they  have  to  do  with  the 
etiology  of  paralysis  agitans.    I  have  seen  several  cases,  and  in  none  of 
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tliom  was  there  any  history  of  predisposing  or  exciting  causes.  We  know 
that  the  disease  is  rare  hcfore  the  fortieth  year,  and  that  the  male  sex  is 
more  often  affected  than  tlie  otlicr  sex. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology — llandfiehl  Jones'  and  Ham- 
mond' are  sui)porters  of  tlie  doctrine  tliat  tlie  affection  is  purely  of  a  func- 
tional character  ;  and  the  latter  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  paralysis  agitans 
of  Charcot  is  a  multiple  cerebral  sclerosis.  In  an  excellent  review  of  the 
recent  writings  of  Charcot  and  Moxon,  wliich  has  appeared  lately,  the 
reviewer  says  :  "  There  is  a  certain  satiric  humor  in  Prof.  Charcot's  notice 
of  the  morbid  anatomy  of  paralysis  agitans.  He  divides  the  autopsies 
hitherto  made  into  three  gi'oups.  In  the  first  group  nothing  at  all  was 
found.  The  second  group  comprises  cases  of  supposed  paralysis  agitans, 
which  Prof.  Charcot  considers  were  in  reality  sclerosis  ;  and  the  third 
group  contains  the  case  of  Parkinson  subsequently  mentioned,  and  a 
similar  case  by  Oppolzer,  which  is  treated  with  similar  distrust.  There 
are,  however,  other  cases  on  record  whicii  give  much  more  satisfactory 
results.  Leyden  has  reported  one  in  which  the  agitation  was  limited 
to  the  right  arm,  and  a  sarcoma  the  size  of  a  large  nut  was  found  in 
the  optic  thalamus  of  the  opposite  side.  Murchison  and  Cayley  have 
reported  a  case  in  which  very  definite  changes,  partly  of  sclerosis  and 
partly  of  cell  growth,  were  found  in  the  cord ;  but  as  in  this  case 
the  symptoms  are  described  but  very  briefly,  it  is  possible  that  Prof. 
Charcot  would  place  it  in  his  second  group.  Joffroy,  however,  took 
especial  care  to  investigate  this  point,  as  to  whether  the  cases  were  really 
paralysis  agitans  or  insular  sclerosis,  and  he  states  that  two  out  of  his  three 
cases  were  clearly  paralysis  agitans.  In  these  two  cases  there  was  exube- 
rant growth  of  the  epithelium  of  the  central  canal  and  of  the  nuclei  around. 
In  the  third  case,  which  seems  not  to  have  been  a  very  doubtful  one,  there 
was  in  addition  a  sclerosed  patch  in  the  medulla.'"* 

The  pathology  of  tremor  is  still  so  imperfectly  understood,  and  there  is 
so  much  to  be  said,  that  it  would  involve  a  much  more  protracted  con- 
sideration than  the  size  of  this  book  will  permit.  We  may,  however,  con- 
sider some  of  the  physiological  conditions  of  muscles  which,  when  disturbed, 
result  in  tlie  pathological  state  known  as  tremor. 

The  variation  or  interruption  of  any  com])ound  entity  is  followed  by  an 
inharmonious  relation  of  its  parts  ;  thus  a  musical  sound  is  the  result  of  a 
number  of  more  or  less  rapid  vibrations  and  waves,  their  number  influencing 
pitch.  If  a  catgut  string  in  a  state  of  tension  is  twanged,  vibrations  are  in- 
duced and  a  musical  tone  is  jn-oduced  ;  but  if  a  stick  be  loosely  held  against 
the  string,  Avithout  actual  pressure  being  made,  the  vibrations  Avill  be  inter- 
rupted, and  a  discordant  noise  will  be  the  result  of  such  contact.  It  has 
been  demonstrated  that  a  visible  muscular  contraction  is,  after  all,  tlie  re- 
sult of  an  incredible  number  of  smaller  contractions,  wliich  cannot  be  seen 


'  Functional  Nervous  Diseases,  p.  S82. 
2  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System,  p.  785. 
*  Brit,  and  For.  Med.-Chir.  llev.,  Oct.  1875. 
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wiUi  llic  naked  eye,  but,  uiiiy  eusily  b(3  iippreciated  witli  Mk;  uid  oi'  llie 
myographium  oi-  some  otlier  registering  instrument.  Upon  furiulizing  a 
mnsele  this  may  ho  experimentally  demonsti'atcul.  Short  breaks  are  fol- 
lo\v(ul  by  visible  eontractions  of  the  musele  and  movements  of  the  limb; 
but  if  by  a  proper  current-breaker  this  interruption  be  repciated  many 
hundred  times  a  minute,  the  intervals  will  be  so  short  that,  tliougli  an  im- 
mense number  of  rai)id  eontraetions  take  ])lace,  there  is  but  one  grand 
eontraction  of  the  musele  which  is  appreciable. 

In  the  physiological  state  this  coordination  (if  I  may  use  the  word)  of 
the  minor  contractions  is  so  perfcict  that  the  muscular  movements  are  steady 
and  separated  by  regular  intervals;  but  when  the  rhythm  is  lost,  or  the  har- 
mony destroyed,  the  smaller  contractions  will  be  separated  by  intei-vals  of 
suflieicnt  hmgth  to  be  seen,  and  tremor  results,  the  degree  of  tremor 
Ijcing  proportionate  to  the  length  of  the  interval. 

The  filaments  of  a  tired  muscle,  the  motor  centres  being  worn  out.  do 
not  contract  evenly ;  so,  as  a  consequence,  there  is  a  visible  tremulous- 
iiess.  In  functional  tremor,  such  as  characterizes  the  disease  in  question, 
this  is  undoubtedly  the  pathological  condition. 

Diagnosis — The  tremor  of  cerebro-spinal  sclerosis  may  be  mistaken 
for  that  of  paralysis  agitans.     Let  us  compare  the  points  of  difference  :  

PARALYSIS  AGITANS.  CEREBRO-SPINAL  SCLEHOSIS. 

Tremor  continuous,  but  not  increased  Tremor  subsides  during  repose,  and 
by  voluntary  efforts.  is  always  aggravated  by  volitional  at- 

tempts at  control. 

Tremor  regular  and  "fine."  Tremor  "coarse." 

Facial  muscles  unaffected.  Usually  cranial  nerve  paralysis,  or 

tremor  of  facial  muscles. 

Runs  forward  to  preserve  balance.  Only  staggers  when  walking  is  at- 

tempted. 

Speech  slow,  or  affected  by  violence  Speech-defects  those  which  arise 
of  musculai'  movements.  from  paralysis. 

A  disease  of  old  age,  or  advanced  Usually  a  disease  Avliich  appears  be- 
life.  fore  middle  age. 

Mercurial  tremor,  lead  tremor,  and  alcoholic  tremor  sometimes  resemble 
that  of  the  disease  in  question  ;  the  former  is,  however,  more  violent  in  the 
morning ;  the  tremor  from  lead  is  attended  usually  by  colic  and  other 
symptoms  of  plurabism  ;  while  no  doubt  need  arise  in  regard  to  the  tliird, 
which  is  attended  by  evidences  of  alcoholism.  Post-paralytic  chorea  may 
be  excluded  by  the  history  of  hemiplegia  or  some  other  equally  prominent 
organic  condition,  and  the  tremor  is  aggi'avated  by  voluntary  efforts.  A 
functional  tremor  of  a  very  light  grade,  which  is  simply  a  personal  pecu- 
liarity, is  met  with  sometimes,  and  should  not  be  magnified  to  the  dignity 
of  a  disease.  This  may  affect  several  members  of  the  same  family,  as  is 
the  case  in  one  examjile  of  which  I  know.  The  head  of  the  family  is  a 
vestryman  of  an  Episcoi)al  church,  and  in  passing  the  plate  he  sometimes 
is  obliged  to  exercise  the  utmost  self-control  to  prevent  the  contents  from 
being  thrown  out,  and  more  tlum  once  this  infirmity  has  given  rise  to 
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insinuiitions  concerning  liis  luibits.  His  two  children,  both  very  young 
iind  hciiltliy  people,  are  iiffbcted  by  the  snme  tremor.  In  such  a  case  the 
trouble  does  not  increase  with  time,  and  there  are  none  of  the  other  pro- 
gressive signs  of  the  true  ati'ection. 

"  Prognosis  The  course  of  paralysis  agitans  is  decidedly  progressive, 

though  very  gradual,  and  the  individual  may  live  for  ten,  twenty,  or  even 
thirty  years  after  the  appearance  of  the  tremor.  When  death  takes  place, 
it  is  in  nine  eases  out  of  ten  the  result  of  some  other  disease.  I  am 
convinced  that  r/enuine  paralysis  agitans  is  never  cured,  though  it  may  be 
relieved ;  and  it  is  highly  important  to  distinguish  simple  functional  tremor, 
which  is  not  uncommon,  from  the  disease  under  consideration.  Tliis 
functional  disorder  is  amenable  to  treatment. 

Treatment  Ilandfield  Jones^  considers  that  nothing  can  be  done 

for  the  disease  among  very  old  people  when  it  has  become  decidedly 
chronic.  He  has  used  electricity,  conium,  and  a  variety  of  remedies. 
"  The  general  tenor  of  experience  in  this  and  in  kindred  disorders  is  to 
the  effect :  (1)  that  the  main  indication  is  to  nourish  and  support  the  fail- 
ing power  of  the  nervous  centres  affected ;  (2)  that  this  is  best  accom- 
plished by  remedies  drawn  from  the  class  of  sedatives,  or  by  the  milder 
tonics.  Henbane,  conium,  chloral,  subcutaneous  opiates,  bromide  of  potas- 
sium, belladonna,  hypophosphites,  or  phosphorus,  cod-liver  oil,  carbonate 
of  iron,  and  sulphuret  of  potassium  baths,  with  electricity  in  one  or  other 
of  its  three  forms,  appear  to  me  the  most  hopeful  remedies.  But  steady 
persistence  in  appropriate  treatment  is  doubtless  essential,  and  the  want  of 
this  may  account  for  many  failures.  Trousseau's  adage  should  be  borne  in 
mind,  'A  longue  maladie,  longne  traitement.'  " 

He  refers  to  a  cure  reported  by  another  observer.  The  patient  was  a 
woman,  eighty  years  old,  in  whom  the  disease  followed  severe  labor;  and 
she  was  ultimately  unable  to  carry  trays  or  heavy  loads.  The  faradic  cur- 
rent used  sevei'al  times  effected  the  disappearance  of  the  tremor.  I  am 
inclined,  however,  to  consider  this  case  one  of  functional  iremor,  and  not 
of  the  grave  variety  I  have  described. 

I  have  used  conium  with  good  results,  and  find  that  it  relieves  the  patient, 
Init  after  the  use  of  the  drug  has  been  discontinued  for  a  few  weeks,  the 
tremor  is  pretty  sure  to  reappear.  It  should  be  given  in  doses  of  the  fluid 
extract  of  from  "Lv-n^^viij  thrice  daily. 

Elliotson^  has  cured  a  case  by  the  carbonate  of  iron  in  large  doses,  and 
strychnine  has  been  suggested,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  does  any  real 
good. 

Galvanization  of  the  spine,  one  pole  placed  over  the  spine,  and  the 
other  as  near  as  possible  to  the  point  of  exit  of  the  spinal  nerves,  has  been 
advised;  and  in  some  instances  it  has  improved,  if  it  has  not  cured,  the 
affection. 


'  Brit.  Med.  Journ.,  March  8,  1873. 

^  Quoted  by  Juccoud,  op.  cit.,  vol,  i.  p.  427. 
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EXOPHTHALMIC  GOITRE. 

Synonyms — Bjisedow's  diseiisc ;  Gmvcs'  disease;  Exoplitliiilmie 
Ciichectiqiie  ;  Ciirdiogmus  sti'uinosus. 

This  interesting  disease  has  received  but  little  attention  until  witliin  a 
few  years,  and  it  is  only  lately  that  it  has  been  considered  as  a  neurosis. 

Definition — E.xophthalmie  goitre  is  a  disease  connected  with  vascular 
excitement  and  circulatory  disturbance  ;  there  is  not  only  enlargement  of 
the  thyi'oid  gland,  but  an  excessive  engoi'gement  of  the  intra-orbital  ves- 
sels, so  that  the  eyeballs  are  pressed  forward,  giving  rise  to  a  hideous 
deformity. 

Symptoms — Tiie  first  symptoms  of  tlie  disease  are  generally  indi- 
cated by  violent  action  of  the  heart,  and  great  acceleration  in  the  circula- 
tion ;  and  with  this  there  is  hypericmia  of  the  cerebral  vessels.  Pal])itation 
and  pain  over  the  left  side  of  the  chest,  shortness  of  breath,  and  Hushing 
of  the  face  are  other  symptoms  of  this  early  stage.  This  early  vascular 
disturbance  is,  perhajjs,  the  first  evidence  of  the  disease  noticed  by  the 
patient,  but  the  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gland  may  have  been  pro- 
gressing for  some  time.  There  may  be  other  early  symptoms  which  ap- 
pear with  increased  growth  of  the  goitre,  and  protrusion  of  the  eyeballs. 
These  are  falling  out  of  the  hair  of  the  eyebrows,  as  well  as  the  eyelashes. 

The  heart's  action  is  violent  througliont  the  disease,  and  the  [julse  may 
beat  from  120  to  140  per  minute  ;  wliile  the  temperature  is  one  or  two 
degrees  higher  than  the  normal  standard.  There  is  nearly  always  a  sys- 
tolic bruit  and  a  carotid  murmur.  The  hand,  when  placed  over  the  goitre, 
may  receive  a  peculiar  sensation,  which  is  produced  by  the  agitation  of 
the  thyroid  by  the  rapidly  circulating  blood  in  the  enlai'ged  vessels. 

There  is  rarely  any  visual  disturbance,  although  troubles  of  accommo- 
dation are  met  with  ;  and  there  are  no  changes  to  be  observed  in  the  retina. 

Digestion  is  nearly  always  impaired,  and  there  may  be  some  diarrhoea 
or  attacks  of  vomiting ;  while  sleep  is  troubled,  and  the  patient  suffers 
greatly  for  want  of  rest. 

His  appearance  is  unmistakable.  One  or  both  eyes  are  prominent,  and 
uncovered  by  the  lids  ;  and  the  sclerotic  is  exposed  above  the  cornea  to  a 
gi'eat  extent.  The  patient  is  hypermetropic,  and  suffers  considerably  from 
conjunctivitis  produced  by  the  irritation  of  foreign  bodies  whicli  lodge 
there. 

Dr.  Yeo  reports  tw^o  very  valuable  cases,. which  are  presented  in  admi- 
rable shape  in  a  Late  number  of  the  British  Medical  Journal?  In  one  of 
these  (Fig.  48)  there  was  exophthalmos  of  the  left  eye  only,  the  goitre  being 
on  the  right  side.  The  second  case  was  thus  described  by  Dr.  Yeo  :  "The 
patient  is  a  young  single  woman,  23  years  of  age,  robust  and  strong-look- 
ing. She  shows  no  signs  of  the  pronounced  cachexia  (phthisical)  so  evi- 
dent in  the  other  patient.    But  she  is  especially  interesting  now,  as  being 


•  March  17,  1877. 
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.,Uo  the  subject  of  unilaterul  exoplitlmhuos.   In  l.er  case  the  right  eye  only 
.  riM  i;ffi„  if  niiv.  piil.'u-Lrcincnt  of  tlic  thyroid,  but 


Dr.  Yeo's  Case  of  Exoplithalmic  Goitre. 


fmiiily,  and  has  always  had  good  health  till  lately.  She  first  noticed  the 
prominence  of  the  right  eye  about  a  year  ago.  All  this  time  she  has  been 
feeling  nervous  and  excitable.  She  came  to  King's  College  Hospital  about 
nine  months  ago  complaining  of  pains  in  tlie  back  of  the  head  and  palpi- 
tation. Slie  stated,  also,  tliat  she  sulfered  frequently  from  '  bilious  attacks,' 
attacks  of  vomiting  -which  would  last  a  whole  day,  after  wliich  her  tliroat 
would  get  very  large.  She  complained,  also,  of  frequent  profuse  perspira- 
tions coming  on  twice  and  three  times  a  day,  sometimes  without  any  cause 
and  sometimes  on  the  slightest  exertion.  The  hands  and  feet  are  always 
perspiring,  and  her  hair  is  sometimes  wringing  wet."  She  is  easily 
fatigued,  has  lost  her  appetite,  and  is  much  thinner  than  she  u.'^od  to  be. 
She  suliers  much  from  dysmeuorrhoea,  and  all  her  symptoms  are  worse  at 
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her  periods.  She  says  lier  throat  was  niucli  more  enlarged  nine  months 
ago  than  it  is  now. 

There  may  be  doubk^  exophthalmos  or  singh;,  bnt  the  double  affection  of 
tlie  eyes  is  tlie  rule  in  the  great  pi-oportion  of  cases. 

The  eyeball  may  be  pressed  back,  as  the  vascuhir  cusliion  behind  is 
soft  and  yielding;  and  a  peculiar  thrill  is  to  be  felt.  An  "arcus  senilis" 
lias  rei)eatedly  been  observed  :  by  Bartliolovv,'  who  first  called  attention 
to  this  change,  and  by  others,  among  them  Tliomas.^  Irritability  of 
temper,  hysteria,  laryngeal  trouble,  and  difficulty  of  breathing  are  symp- 
toms which  ai'e  to  be  noticed,  and  towards  the  end  this  respiratory  em- 
barrassment becomes  quite  distressing. 

Tlie  patient  is  generally  badly  nourished,  and  we  may  have  added  to 
the  symptoms  already  described  many  of  those  of  general  anajmia. 

The  skin  of  the  whole  body. may  sometimes  be  of  a  much  darker  hue 
than  it  is  in  a  condition  of  health,  and  some  discoloration  of  that  covering 
the  forehead  is  often  noticed.  This  discoloration  resembles  a  brown  stain, 
and  it  has  been  spoken  of  as  "bronze  skin"  by  some  writers.  Raynaud* 
has  called  attention  to  the  connection  between  this  stain,  or  vitiligo,  and 
exophthalmic  goitre.  He  gives  "five  cases  of  exophthalmic  goitre,  culled 
from  various  sources,  in  the  course  of  which  patches  of  vitiligo  appeared 
on  various  parts  of  the  body.  Beyond  the  observation  that  vitiligo  is 
more  common  in  men  than  in  women,  except  when  congenital,  tliat  it 
attacks  by  preference  persons  of  dark  complexion,  that  it  is  sometimes, 
though  rarely,  hereditary,  and  has  a  certain  analogy  to  Addison's  disease, 
viewed  as  an  imperfect  vitiligo,  little  has  been  made  out  with  regard  to 
its  pathology.  Mr.  Hutchinson  has  pointed  out  that  although  no  known 
cachexia  appears  to  set  up  a  predisjiosition  to  the  affection,  tlie  symmetry 
of  the  cutaneous  patches  is  suggestive  of  some  pre-existing  general  fault 
of  the  circulatory  or  nervous  systems,  and  is  opposed  to  the  hypothesis  of 
a  parasitic  origin.  AVithout  offering  any  explanation  of  the  coexistence 
of  vitiligo  with  exophthalmic  goitre.  Dr.  Raynaud  thinks  that  the  coinci- 
dence should  not  be  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed." 

Roth*  reports  a  case  of  exophthalmic  goitre,  the  patient  being  a  woman 
fifty  years  of  age,  her  menopause  having  taken  place  six  years  before. 
She  became  debilitated,  suflFered  from  palpitation  and  sweating  at  night, 
and  afterwards  there  was  gradual  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gland  and 
protrusion  of  the  eyeballs.  The  pulse  was  120,  and  the  temperature 
normal.  It  was  impossible  for  her  to  close  her  eyelids.  The  exoph- 
thalmos was  greater  on  the  left  side,  and  the  thyroid  was  more  enlarged 
on  the  opposite  side. 

Galvanism  was  used,  the  positive  pole  being  placed  on  the  upper  part 
of  the  sternum  and  the  negative  on  the  superior  cervical  ganglion.  On 


•  Chicago  Journal  of  Nervous  and  Mental  Diseases,  July,  1875. 

2  Richmond  and  Louisville  Med.  Journ.,  Nov.  187G. 

3  Archiv.  G6u.,  June,  1875;  and  London  Mod.  Record,  Sept.  15,  1875. 

*  Wien.  Med.  Presse,  1875,  No.  30. 
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tlie  ri'^-lit  side  ten  cells  produced  no  sensation,  but  on  the  left,  six  were 
sutHcieiit  to  produce  bui-uing.  The  current  was  also  passed  through  the 
back.  Tiie  night-sweats  and  palpitatiou  din)inished,  and  she  grew  stronger. 
At  the  end  of  a  mouth  she  had  gained  two  pounds  in  Aveight,  but  the 
reduction  in  size  only  occurred  in  the  left  exophthalmos  and  left  portion 
of  the  tliyroid. 

The  connection  of  urticari;i  has  been  pointed  out  by  Bidkley,  who 
reports  two  cases  of  the  disease.    Oue  of  these  is  presented: — 

"Mrs  ,  aged  45,  was  delicate  and  sickly  when  a  cliild.    Was  married 

at  18  years  of  age,  but  separated  from  her  husband  after  4  months;  she 
had  a 'miscarriage  at  3  montlis,  and  lias  never  been  completely  well  since. 
Slie  is  of  full  habit;  bowels  and  menses  regular;  tongue  coated;  pulse  84, 
weak;  has  had  chronic  rheumatism. 

"  The  liistory  of  the  Graves'  disease  dates  back  a  number  of  years — at 
least  five  years  previous  to  my  seeing  her.  This  diagnosis  was  made  by 
a  prominent  oculist  whom  she  consulted  about  the  projection  of  her  left 
eye.  Slie  has  been  treated  much  of  the  time  inetfectually  by  various 
physicians,  remaining  with  each  long  enough  only  to  experience  more  or 
less  benefit,  and  then  changing.  The  eyes  exhibit  clearly  the  peculiar 
appearance  of  patients  with  exophthalmic  goitre,  the  left  one  being  more 
strikingly  prominent,  and  being  of  but  little  service  for  vision,  she  soon 
losing  control  of  it.  The  other  phenomena  of  the  disease  have  been  present 
for  some  years — irregularity  of  the  heart's  action,  and  at  times  severe 
palpitation,  and  enlargement  of  the  tliyroid  ;  but  this  is  not  so  very  marked. 

"Five  years  before  coming  to  me  she  experienced  a  severe  nervous 
shock,  and  dates  her  skin  trouble  from  that  period.  She  states  tliat  she 
has  not  perspired  since.  She  began  then  to  have  'a  fine  rash  and 
redness  all  over  the  body,'  and  itching.  This  continued  about  tlie  same, 
ott'  and  on,  for  four  years,  when,  after  being  weak  and  exhausted,  and 
having  various  hysterical  difficulties,  the  itching  became  more  general, 
and  an  eruption  corresponding  to  that  now  existing  appeared.  Lumps 
Avould  form  on  the  forehead  and  on  various  parts  of  the  body;  sometimes 
tlie  face  and  head  would  appear  greatly  swollen. 

"  Wlien  first  seen  she  was  in  a  pitiable  state  of  nervous  anxiety:  the 
itching  of  the  feet  and  toes  and  sometimes  of  other  parts  of  the  body  she 
described  as  agony.  At  tiie  first  visit  there  was  not  so  much  to  be  seen 
on  the  skin,  but  there  were  a  few  urticarial  blotches  on  various  parts  of 
tlie  body  and  limbs.  Wliile  under  observation,  however,  she  had  several 
acute  attacks  of  skin  trouble,  all  of  the  same  sort.  On  one  occasion  she 
woke  witli  the  upper  lip  greatly  swollen,  and  with  SM-ellings  on  various 
parts  of  the  body.  On  the  following  day,  when  seen,  the  whole  face  was 
swollen  and  pufiy ;  on  the  middle  of  the  forehead  there  was  a  large  erythe- 
matous lump,  also  one  beneath  the  riglit  eye,  and  smaller  ones  "about  the 
face.  Tlie  hands  were  swollen;  on  the  right  liand,  near  the  little  finger, 
there  was  an  erythematous  patch,  somewhat  swollen  and  witli  two  small 
vesicles  on  it.  There  were  also  various  erythematous  and  urticarial 
blotches  about  both  hands  and  wrists ;  and  on  the  back  of  the  left  hand, 
near  the  thumb,  there  was  a  red  spot  with  the  skin  broken,  as  if  the  seat 
of  a  former  vesicle.  The  whole  surface  of  the  skin  burned  as  if  scalded 
or  scratched;  there  was  no  pain  on  deep  pressure.  On  another  occasion, 
a  day  or  two  after  there  had  been,  according  to  her  statement,  numerous 
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swellings  on  various  j)arts  of  the  body,  the  remiiins  of  several  were  visible 
on  the  right  cheek,  and  on  Ihe  arms  llien;  were  inimerous  stains,  some  of 
them  quite  (hirk,  as  if  the  parts  liad  been  bruised — th(;  remains  of  the 
lumps;  the  hands  and  arms  were  manifestly  swollen,  and  there  were 
urticarial  wheals  on  the  liiiibs  and  body." 

The  following  case  is  one  of  unilateral  thyroid  enlargement,  with 
double  exoi)hthalmos  : — 

Mrs.  L.  B.,  28,  U.  S.  ;  milliner.  Was  always  well  until  eight  years 
ago,  when  her  present  difficulty  began.  She  was  then  living  in  New 
York,  and  actively  employed.  At  this  time  slu;  noticed  the  growth  of  a 
goitre  upon  the  right  side  of  the  neck,  which  jmlsated  viohmtly  when  she 
was  excited  or  over-fatigued.  She  then  flushed  easily,  and  often  liad 
headaches,  which  were  quite  intense.  These  she  has  now,  and  her  pain 
is  of  the  congestive  variety,  and  diffused.  She  jn-esented  herself  at  the 
out-patient  department  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  com])laining  of  u  pain 
just  beneath  the  border  of  the  last  rib  on  the  left  side,  which  was  quite  con- 
stant, but  not  increased  by  pressure,  or  by  taking  a  long  breath,  or  after 
eating.  Tiie  pain  was  most  severe  in  the  morning,  and  seemed  to  move 
off  towards  night.  Her  heart  seemed  healthy,  as  far  as  valvular  lesions 
w^ere  concerned,  for  no  abnormal  murmur  Avas  present ;  but  there  was 
great  rapidity  of  action,  the  i)idse-beats  varying  from  lOG-120  per  minute. 
The  pulse  was  also  quite  bounding,  and  full.  The  carotids  pulsated  quite 
strongly,  and  there  was  a  very  marked  venous  thrill  perceptible  in  the 
jugulars.  Upon  the  right  side  of  the  neck,  just  above  the  sterno-clavicu- 
lar  articulation,  and  extending  laterally,  there  was  a  tumor  measuring 
2^  inches  in  length,  and  about  2  inches  in  breadth.  The  marked  pulsa- 
tion of  this  growth  led  Dr.  Slaughter  and  myself  to  suppose  at  first  that 
it  Avas  an  aneurism,  but  we  were  unable  to  reduce  it  by  pressure,  or  to 
diminish  its  size  by  compression  of  tlie  carotid  ;  and  there  was  no  history 
of  injury.  The  peculiar  movement  was  due  to  the  pulsation  of  the  carotid 
upon  which  it  rested  above,  and  laterally  passed  the  right  jugular  vein, 
which  was  also  agitated  by  the  transmitted  pidsation  of  the  carotid. 
When  the  hand  was  placed  upon  the  enlargement  there  was  perceived  an 
undulatory  or  "  purring"  movement.  No  bruit  was  heard  with  the  stetho- 
scope, but  the  tracheal  sound  was  readily  perceived.  This  growth  under- 
went variation  in  its  size.  Cold  Aveather  seemed  to  influence  it  in  this 
way,  and  stimulants,  or  other  agencies  which  increased  the  blood  pressure, 
materially  modified  its  size.  The  face  was  puffed,  bloated,  and  red,  and 
the  eyeballs  were  somewhat  prominent,  while  the  pupils  were  dilated,  and 
the  iris  rather  sluggish.  She  was  not  hypermetropic,  and  there  were  no 
other  defects  noticed.  By  steady  pressure  I  was  enabled  to  perceive  the 
"  cushion  feeling"  alluded  to  by  medical  writers  who  have  observed  this 
disease.  Iler  companions  twitted  her  in  regard  to  her  fixed  stare,  which 
resulted  from  the  exophthalmos.  Iler  ankles  and  feet  Avere  cedematous, 
and  pitted  deeply  on  pressure.  Her  urinary  organs  seemed  to  be  in  order, 
and  there  were  no  indications  of  renal  disease.  She  hiis  noticed  at  times 
])atches  of  rusty  discoloration  which  appeared  about  her  neck  and  upon 
the  left  side  of  her  face.  Tliese  lasted  for  several  days,  and  then  faded 
away.  She  has  had  several  minor  symptoms,  such  as  nose-bleed,  which 
occurs  even  now,  every  two  or  three  weeks.  Her  menses  are  scant,  but 
there  is  apparently  no  interior  disease.  Her  digestion  is  feeble,  and  she 
is  slightly  constipated.    R — Ext.  ergotaj  fl.  3j)  t.  i.  d. 
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Causes  The  disease  is  one  of  middle  age,  and  there  are  about  twice 

as  many  females  as  mules  affected.  It  is  connected,  in  some  cases,  with 
metrorrhagia,  or  liivmorrhoidal  bleeding,  or  in  olliers  with  lieart  disease. 

Exampk's  of  traumatic  origin  have  been  noted  by  Bcgbie'  and  Von 
Graefe,*  and  others  have  been  apparently  of  idiopathic  origin.  The  case 
of  tlie  first  followed  head  injnry. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology — The  observations  of  those 
who  have  made  autopsies  differ  greatly.  Morel  Mackenzie  found  soften- 
ing of  the  corpora  quadrigemina  and  the  posterior  part  of  the  medulla. 
The  heart  was  not  much  affected,  there  being  only  slight  atheromatous 
deposits  on  the  mitral  and  aortic  valves,  with  thinness.  Other  observers 
have  found  hypertrophy  of  the  heart  and  insufficiency  of  its  valves,  but 
in  other  cases  there  were  no  heart  lesions  whatever.  The  thyroid  gland 
has  been  found  to  contain  enlarged  vessels,  and  the  orbits  an  increased 
quantity  of  fatty  tissue.  In  one  of  Begbie's  cases  there  was  sinking  of 
the  eyeballs  in  the  orbital  cavities  after  death. 

Much  discussion  has  taken  place  in  regard  to  the  pathology  of  the 
affection,  but  recent  investigations  point  to  the  nervous  origin  of  the  dis- 
ease. The  cervical  sympathetic  has  been  found  to  be  altered,  and 
numerous  instances  of  the  change  have  been  brought  forward  by  Reck- 
linghausen,^ Trousseau,'^  Archibald,^  and  others.  Notwithstanding  this 
explanation  (the  sympathetic  origin),  others  contend  that  it  is  a  disease 
of  the  brain;  and  still  another  theory  is  accepted  by  those  who  consider 
it  a  cardiac  disease  per  se.  The  nervous  origin  seems  to  me  to  be  that 
which  is  most  acceptable.  Not  only  does  the  use  of  galvanic  treatment, 
which  cures  the  disease,  suggest  this  neurotic  character  of  the  affection, 
but  the  hysterical  phenomena  mentioned  by  Basedow,  and  noticed  fre- 
quently by  others,  are  certainly  significant. 

We  may,  I  think,  consider  the  disease  to  be  dependent  upon  an  affection 
of  both  the  sympathetic  and  spinal  accessory  nerves.  The  condition  of 
the  vessels  of  the  thyroid  gland  and  those  of  the  orbit,  the  flushing  of  the 
face,  and  general  disturbance  of  digestion,  are  probably  due  to  the  altered 
function  of  the  first-mentioned  nerve,  and  the  heart  excitement  is  a  con- 
sequence of  deficient  innervation  of  the  accessories. 

Diagnosis — -Tliere  need  be  no  mistake  made  in  the  diagnosis  of  this 
affection  from  simple  goitre,  and  after  this  is  accomplished  there  is 
nothing  else  suggested.  One  inspection  of  the  enlarged  thj^roid,  and  the 
protruding  eyeballs,  and  the  detection  of  the  vascular  excitement,  are 
sufficient  to  enable  us  to  say  that  the  case  is  one  of  exophthalmic  goitre. 

Prognosis  A  cure  is  recorded  by  Cheadle;  another  by  Mackenzie,* 


•  St.  Geoi-ge's  Hospital  Reports,  vol.  iv.,  18G9. 

*  Archiv  fur  Ophtlial.,  1857. 
'  Deutsche  KHnik,  1863. 

■*  Troiissciiu  and  Peter,  Gaz.  Hebdom.,  1864. 

^  Med.  Times  and  Gaz.,  18G5.  «  Qn.  cit. 
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who  also  reported  a  tlciith.  Btirtholow'  has  cured  tliree  patients  ;  Ham- 
mond'' four,  and  reporls  one  d(!ath.  Dr.  .J.  P.  Thomas/  of  Kentiieky, 
details  a  very  interesting  case  vviiicli  ended  i'atally  in  five  years.  Very 
little  can  be  said  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  disease,  but  it  has  been 
cured  in  certain  instances  in  a  year  or  two.  It  may  last  for  several  years, 
however,  and  is  essentially  a  chronic  affection.  Trousseau,  Charcot,  and 
Corlieu*  report  cures,  in  which  pregnancy,  uterine  hemorrhage,  or  some 
such  complications  occurred  during  the  disease,  influencing  its  disappear- 
ance. 

Treatment. — Galvanism,  it  seems,  has  succeeded  admirably,  and 
Bartliolow  has  cured  three  cases  by  this  agent.  Chalybeate  j)reparations, 
digitalis,  ergot,  and  cod-liver  oil  are  all  excellent  remedies  (FF.  6,  8,  21, 
4G).  If  galvanism  be  used,  we  should  bring  the  sympathetic  nerve  under 
its  influence  by  placing  one  pole  (the  positive)  at  the  angle  of  the  lower 
jaw,  and  apply  the  negative  over  the  epigastrium. 


'  Op.  cit.  2  Op.  cit.,  p.  797. 

"  Richmond  and  Louisville  Med.  Journal,  1877. 
Rep.  by  Jaccoud,  vol.  i.,  p.  672,  2d  edition. 
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CHAPTEK  XY. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  rERIPHERAL  NERVES. 
NEURALGIA. 
Synonyms  (See  special  varieties.) 

Definition  Neuralgia  may  be  defined  as  "  a  disease -of  the  nervous 

system,  manifesting  itself  by  pains  wliich  in  the  majority  of  cases  are 
unilateral,  and  Avhich  appear  to  follow  accurately  the  course  of  particular 
nerves,  and  ramify  sometimes  into  a  few,  sometimes  into  all,  the  terminal 
branches  of  those  nerves."^ 

Neuralgia  is  essentially  the  result  of  lowered  vitality,  and  is  never  a 
consequence  of  any  sthenic  condition.  This  is  proved  by  the  circum- 
stances under  which  it  occurs ;  it  taking  its  origin  from  general  debility, 
rheumatism,  syphilis,  or  malaria,  or  some  other  disease  which  produces  a 
cachexia.  Anstie  very  justly  considers  that  it  is  the  first  expression  of  a 
condition  which  later  on  becomes  paralysis — one  being  a  partial  disturb- 
ance, or  cutting  off  of  the  nervous  supply;  and  the  other  a  complete  inter- 
ruption of  the  nervous  force;  and  it  is  a  familiar  fact  that  neuralgia  very 
often  precedes  loss  of  power  in  parts  supplied  by  an  affected  nerve. 

Neuralgia  is,  then,  a  disease  in  which  pain  is  the  prominent  symptom, 
and  with  which  circulatory,  trophic,  and  motorial  disturbances  may  be  con- 
nected. 

Pain — Neuralgic  pain  is  quite  distinct  from  that  of  any  other  disease. 
It  is  not  at  all  like  that  of  neuritis,  which  is  constant  and  aggravated  by 
pressure,  but  it  is  paroxysmal,  and  is  characterized  by  a  stage  of  increas- 
ing intensity  and  rapid  recurrence,  and  by  a  second  stage  of  "  wearing 
out"  or  subsidence.  It  appears  suddenly,  disappears,  and  returns,  being 
broken  by  a  period  of  rest.  These  breaks  or  intervals  of  remission  be- 
come shorter  as  the  attack  increases  in  severity,  until  tlie  pain  seems  almost 
continuous.  When  the  climax  is  reached,  the  intervals  grow  in  length, 
and  the  pain  diminishes  in  severity,  and  finally  subsides.  Repeated  neu- 
ralgic attacks  leave  the  nerve  in  a  hyperaesthetic  condition,  so  that  at  par- 
ticular points  it  is  tender  and  sensitive  to  pressure. 

These  foci  of  exalted  sensation  liave  been  called  by  Valliex*  "les  points 
douleureux,"  and  correspond  to  the  points  of  emergence  of  the  nerve  from 
its  foramen,  or  at  a  point  wlien  it  passes  from  a  deep  to  a  superficial  course. 
Tlie  terminal  ends  of  nerves  are  mucli  more  often  the  seat  of  tliis  tender- 
ness tlian  any  other  part.  The  external  ramifications  of  the  supra-orbital 
branch  of  the  fifth  or  the  small  filaments  of  other  nerves — tlie  ulnar  and 


'  Anstie,  Neuralgia,  etc.,  p.  14. 


*  Traite  dcs  Ncuralgies,  Paris,  1841. 


420 


DISEASES  OF  THE  PERIPHERAL  NERVES. 


nuliiil  for  instance—arc  not  rarely  painful  to  pi-essure.  These  painful 
points  arc  met  witii  very  frequently  in  cases  of  facial  neuralgia.  A  gen- 
tleman who  consulted  me  some  time  ago  i)resented  this  indication  of  facial 
neuralgia,  there  being  several  hypencsthetic  spots  in  the  roof  of  his  mouth, 
and  his  gums  on  one  side  were  exquisitely  tender.  ' 

Oirculatory  disturbances,  of  a  quite  marked  cliaracter,  are  pronounced 
features  of  tlie  neuralgic  attack.  Tlie  pulse  at  fii-st  is  irritable,  small,  and 
quite  rai)id.  A  species  of  fluttering  palpitation  is  also  present,  and  the 
surface  is  pale  and  cool.  In  the  later  stages  of  the  attack,  after  the  pain 
has  grown  decided,  the  face  becomes  Hushed;  the  pulse  soft,  full,  and 
quite  bounding ;  and  the  eyes  may  be  suffused  and  bloodshot,  siiould  the 
attack  be  one  of  facial  neuralgia. 

During  this  stage,  and  after  the  subsidence  of  the  pain,  the  patient  may 
sweat  profusely. 

Trophic  Disturbances — These  may  be  connected  with  the  acute  pa- 
roxysms, or  may  result  from  repeated  attacks.  Among  the  former  may  be 
pemphigus,  and  herpetic  and  bullous  eruptions  ;  and  among  the  latter,  loss 
of  teeth  or  hair,  or  alteration  in  the  coloring  matter  of  the  hair,  atrophy 
of  muscular  tissue,  and  various  cutaneous  changes.  Charcot  and  AVeir 
Mitchell,  as  well  as  various  writers  upon  dermatology,  have  called  atten- 
tion to  the  connection  of  aggravated  neuralgic  pain,  with  various  cutaneous 
diseases.  The  most  striking  of  these  neurotic  skin  diseases  is  herpes 
zoster,  in  which  are  eruptions  of  a  vesicular  character,  a  cluster  of  patches 
being  found  here  and  there  along  the  course  of  the  affected  nerve.  The 
pain  precedes  the  appearance  of  the  eruption,  and  may  continue  during  its 
existence,  and  for  some  time  after,  or  there  may  remain  a  pruritus,  limited 
to  the  parts  wliich  have  been  the  seat  of  eruption.  The  neurotic  character 
of  this  complication  may  be  proved  by  its  very  rapid  disappearance  after 
galvanization  of  the  affected  nerves,  or  administration  of  large  doses  of 
quinine.^  The  other  ti-ophic  alterations,  which  are  secondary,  will  be  con- 
sidered at  a  later  period. 

Motility — Connected  with  some  forms  of  neuralgia  are  certain  conditions 
of  spasm.  In  a  form  of  facial  neuralgia  which  has  been  known  as  tic 
epileptiform  or  tic  douloureux,  tonic  spasm  of  the  eyelid  or  of  the  masseter 
muscles  is  present  as  a  decided  symptom.  Convulsive  movements  of  the 
legs,  due  to  spasms  of  the  flexors,  have  also  been  observed  in  sciatica  by 
Anstie;  but  in  cases  in  which  I  have  noticed  this  symptom,  it  seemed 
rather  a  result  of  excessive  pain,  and  an  effort  upon  the  part  of  the  patient 
to  relax  the  pressure  upon  the  affected  nerve.  Local  spasms  are  quite 
common ;  and  the  muscles  of  the  face,  of  the  trunk  or  limbs,  and  the 
vomiting  of  sick  headache,  are  varieties  of  spasmodic  action  which  may 
be  cited  as  examples  of  this  kind.  In  a  case  lately  under  treatment,  I 
have  been  reminded  of  a  condition  which  I  have  several  times  observed 
— a  species  of  heart  pain  resembling  that  of  angina  pectoris,  and  connected 
■with  facial  neuralgia.  With  this  pain  there  would  be  spasmodic  contraction 


■  A  form  of  skin  disease  lately  denominated  pompholyx  by  Dr.  A.  K.  Robin- 
son, of  New  York,  is  an  example  of  a  neurosis  of  this  kind. 
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of  the  muscles  of  the  thorax.  MitchelF  "has  encountered  from  time  to 
time  certain  forms  of  neural},na,  accompanied  by  muscular  spasms  and 
extravasations  of  hlood  in  tlie  affected  part.  He  relates  tliree  cases,  all 
occ.«-rino-  in  females,  and  explains  the  circumscribed  hemorrhages  by 
nutritive  changes  in  the  .vails  of  the  vessels,  occasioned  by  conditions  of 
the  nervous  system  analogous  to  atrophic  changes  in  the  skin  and  nails 

in  nervous  diseases."  ,      ,  ,      .  , 

Yalliex  has  divided  the  neuralgias  into  the  suferjicial  and  the  visceral, 

and  classifies  them  as  follows : — 

A.  SuperficiaL 

1.  Neuralgia  of  the  fifth  nerve  (trifacial  or  trigeminal  neuralgia). 

2.  Cervico-occipital. 

3.  Cervico-brachial. 

4.  Intercostal. 

5.  Lumbo-abdominal. 

6.  Crural. 

7.  Sciatica. 

B.  Visceral. 

1.  Uterine  or  ovarian  neuralgia. 

2.  Neuralgia  of  the  urethra. 

3.  "  "  bladder. 

4.  "  "  rectum. 

5.  "  "  testis. 

6.  Hepatic  neuralgia. 

7.  Neuralgia  of  the  heart. 

8.  "  "  stomach. 

9.  Laryngeal  and  pharyngeal  neuralgia. 

Among  the  first  group  the  most  important  is  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  nerve, 
Avhich  may  also  exist  with  a  motor  complication,  as  tic  epileptiform,  or 
with  gastric  complications,  as  migraine  or  "  sick  headache.' 

FACIAL  NEURALGIA. 

Synonyms  Face-ache  ;  Fothergill's  face-ache  ;  Prosopalgia  ;  Tri- 
geminal neuralgia;  Tic  douloureux;  Migraine;  Sick  headache. 

Tlie  supra-orbital  branch  may  be  alone  affected,  and  the  pain  confined 
to  the  brow  and  top  of  the  head,  or  it  may  be  quite  generally  diff'used 
over  the  face  and  head,  the  three  branches  being  involved.  The  fii'st 
division  of  the  nerves  is,  however,  the  most  common  seat  of  neuralgia; 
but  it  is  not  unusual  for  an  attack  to  begin  above,  and  finally  extend  to 
all  of  the  divisions  of  the  nerve  on  one  side. 

Migraine,  or  "  sick  headache,"  presents  the  following  features  :  The 
attack  may  be  preceded  by  some  chilliness,  pallor,  and  uneasiness,  and  is 


'  American  Journ.  of  Med.  Sci.,  Iviii.  IC. 
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ushered  in  by  a  twinge  of  pain,  which  begins  just  above  the  eye  on  one 
side,  and  radiates  over  the  head.  Tlie  pain  is  often  erroneously  referred 
by  tlie  patient  to  botli  sides  of  tlic  liead,  wlien,  in  reality,  but  one-half  is 
atl'ccted.  Deejj-seated  orbital  pain,  i)hotophobia,  hemiopia  a)id  nausea, 
with  an  irritable,  thready  pulse,  and  increase  of  pain,  immediately  usher 
in  the  attack,  which  rajjidly  increases  in  severity;  the  pulse  after  a  wliile 
losing  its  asthenic  character,  and  becoming  full  and  bounding.  The 
patient's  face  becomes  flushed,  and  his  skin  red  and  sweaty,  and  in  rare 
cases  the  sweating  is  confined  to  one  side  of  the  face.  The  paroxysms  of 
pain,  which  at  first  were  separated  by  intervals  of  relief,  next  become 
almost  continuous,  but  after  a  time,  during  which  the  patient  may  feel 
like  vomiting,  they  become  less  severe,  and  finally,  after  his  stomach  has 
been  emptied,  may  disappear  altogether.  The  features  of  an  attack  of  this 
kind  are  too  familiar  to  need  elaboration.  The  following  case  will  serve  as 
an  illustration  : — 

Mrs.  G.  is  a  delicate,  hysterical  woman,  who  devotes  most  of  her  time 
to  duties  of  society.  Her  domestic  affairs  are  worrying,  and  the  constant 
excitement  of  entertaining,  late  hours,  and  the  management  of  several  un- 
ruly children,  have  so  worn  upon  her  tliat  now,  at  the  end  of  the  winter, 
she  is  anajmic,  "  run  down,"  and  suffers  from  want  of  appetite,  insomnia, 
and  general  debility.  About' twice  a  week,  at  irregular  times,  she  suffers 
in  the  beginning  from  liglit  pains,  radiating  from  the  right  eye,  and  over 
the  head,  which  become  quite  severe,  and  increase  during  the  next  hour 
or  two.  She  usually  becomes  cold,  and  bundles  herself  up  in  shawls  and 
wraps.  Her  eyelids  feel  heavy,  and  the  "skin  covering"  her  "face  feels 
as  if  it  were  drawn  tightly."  She  is  nervous  and  irritable,  and  cannot 
bear  the  presence  of  her  children,  and  is  sometimes  so  depressed  that  she 
bursts  into  tears.  She  has  a  vague  dread  of  some  trouble,  the  character  of 
which  she  does  not  know.  The  pain  increases  in  severity,  and  becomes 
almost  unbearable.  Her  eyes  are  hot,  and  "it  seems  as  if  a  peg  was  being 
driven  in  from  behind."  Her  face  becomes  very  hot,  and  her  temporal 
vessels  throb.  The  slightest  step  she  may  take  in  walking  so  jars  her  head 
that  it  gives  rise  to  intense  pain.  She  "  feels  as  if"  her  "  head  would  split 
open."  She  cannot  look  out  of  the  window,  but  lies  upon  her  bed,  and 
buries  her  face  in  the  pillows.  Nothing  seems  to  relieve  her.  She  may 
lie  so  for  hours,  panting  for  breath,  and  pressing  her  aching  head.  After 
a  variable  time,  sometimes  two  hours,  sometimes  a  day,  the  pain  is  dimin- 
ished somewhat,  and  she  becomes  nauseated ;  not  because  food  lies  undi- 
gested, for  she  has  taken  none  for  some  time,  but  the  vomiting  is  of  a 
purely  cerebral  character.  She  attempts  to  vomit,  but  cannot  bring  up 
anything.  The  effort  at  retching  jars  her  body,  and  increases  the  pain. 
After  this  state  of  affairs  has  lasted  for  some  little  time,  she  becomes 
exhausted,  and  ff,lls  back  upon  the  bed,  sweating  profusely.  The  ])ain 
grows  very  much  less  severe,  is  dull  and  throbbing,  and  finally  she  sinks 
into  a  deep  sleep,  trom  which  she  awakens  somewhat  relieved. 

The  variations  in  pain  and  circumstances  which  give  rise  to  the  disease 
have  led  different  observers  to  apply  such  names  as  "  rheumatic,"  "  hys- 
terical," "  sympathetic,"  "  organic,"  "  syphilitic,"  and  "  clavus."  These 
terms  have  little  value,  and  it  seems  that  a  nomenclature  based  upon  the 
anatomical  situation  of  the  neuralgia  is  all  that  is  needed,  and  it  certainly 
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would  do  fiAvay  with  much  confusion.  Facial  neuralgia,  unless  it  be  due 
to  teniporary  exciting  causes  which  may  be  readily  removed,  is  rather  an 
obstinate  atlection.  It  may  take  a  periodic  cliaracter,  especially  if  it  be 
connected  with  malaria ;  or  it  may  be  more  intense  at  night,  should  it  be 
of  syphilitic  origin.  The  true  attack  rarely  lasts  beyond  a  few  hours,  but 
attacks  (especially  of  tic-donloureux)  may  be  so  frequent  as  to  become 
almost  continuous.  The  tendency  is,  I  think,  for  the  disease  to^  become 
firmly  rooted,  and  to  increase  in  severity.  If  there  be  a  rheumatic,  mala- 
rial, or  anremic  form,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  disease  should  not  subside 
wlien  these  morbid  conditions  are  removed.  As  to  clavus,  in  which  the 
pain  is  compared  to  that  which  would  probably  follow  the  driving  of  nails 
through  the  skull,  it  may  be  said  that  this  is  an  hysterical  condition,  and 
the  patients'  descriptions  are  based  upon  the  workings  of  a  disordered  im- 
agination. 

There  are  very  feAV  cases  of  facial  neuralgia  in  which  all  the  branches 
may  not  be  involved  at  some  time  or  other.  If  the  neuralgia  be  confined 
more  particularly  to  the  first  and  second  branches  of  the  fifth,  the  temples 
and  forehead,  upper  eyelid,  root  of  the  nose,  and  the  orbits  Avill  be  the 
points  at  which  the  pain  will  be  the  most  severe.  Toothache,  above  and 
below,  will  indicate  involvement  of  the  middle  and  loAver  branches,  and  if 
the  lingualis  be  affected,  which  it  quite  rarely  is,  the  tongue  will  be  the 
seat  of  the  violent  pain.  The  painful  points  are  to  be  found  principally 
over  the  supra-orbital  notch,  the  infra-orbital  foramen,  the  "  malar  point," 
or  in  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  over  the  mental  foramen,  and  in  front  of  the 
ear.  During  the  attack  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  hypersecretion  of  sa- 
liva, that  fluid  passing  from  the  angle  of  the  mouth  in  gi-eat  quantity,  and 
when  the  supra-orbital  and  infra-orbital  branches  are  involved  there  may 
be  a  corresponding  profuse  lachrymation.^  Erb'  has  called  attention  to 
the  occasional  increase  of  secretion  from  the  nasal  mucous  membrane. 
This  has  been  referred  by  Vulpian  to  irritation  of  one  of  the  spheno-palatine 
ganglia.  The  patient  is  nearly  always  excited  and  irritable,  and  if  the 
paroxysms  be  of  frequent  occurrence  he  suffers  from  insomnia,  and  is  en- 
tirely unfitted  for  his  daily  occupations.  It  must  not  be  supposed  that  the 
vomiting  of  migraine  has  any  direct  connection  with  the  condition  of 
digestion.  The  attacks  are,  however,  aggravated  by  the  presence  of  un- 
digested food  in  the  stomach. 

The  deep  neuralgias  of  this  nerve  are  very  obstinate,  and  often  beyond 
the  reach  of  any  treatment.  This  is  notably  the  case  when  the  superior 
maxillary  or  its  orbital  branches  are  affected.  The  ocular  symptoms  are 
then  of  the  most  formidable  description,  and  life  to  the  patient  is  a  burden 
indeed. 

The  following  is  one  of  the  most  inveterate  cases  of  neuralgia  of  this 
kind  I  have  ever  observed.  The  patient's  trouble  began  in  18(53,  while 
at  scliool,  and  then  affected  the  superior  maxillary  and  infra-orbital 


'  Sometimes  there  is  spasmodic  closure  of  the  orifice  of  the  lachrvnial  duct. 
*  Zicmsscn's  Encycloptxjdia,  vol.  ii. 
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branches  of  the  fil'lli  iiovvc.  His  sufferings  were  intense,  and  after  trying 
almost  all  forms  of  Ircialmcnt,  and  consulting  medical  men  in  Eui'ope  and 
in  this  country,  he  consented  to  subject  himself  to  an  operation  for  exsec- 
tion.  The  history  he  brings,  which  was  taken  by  the  house  surgeon,  Dr. 
Peale,  of  Chicago,  details  tiie  surgical  procedures  midertaken. 

"  Patient  has  for  a  long  time  suffered  from  neuralgia  of  supra-  and  infra- 
orbital nerves,  and  the  superior  trochlear  nerve.  Prior  to  this  he  luul  a 
closure  of  the  lachrymal  ducts  of  botli  sides.  He  had  been  in  Central 
America,  where  he  was  exposed  to  severe  forms  of  malaria.  About  two 
years  ago.  Dr.  Strawbridge,  of  Philadelphia,  cut  off  the  supra-orbital 
nerves  at  their  point  of  exit  from  the  supra-orbital  foramen.  In  either 
eye  there  is  loss  of  accommodation,  ;ind  a  high  degree  of  hypermetro[)ia. 
Prof.  Holmes,  of  this  city,  after  an  ophthalmoscopic  examination,  told 
him  that  the  veins  of  the  retina  were  diminished  in  size. 

He  still  suffers  intensely  Mnth  the  infra-orbital  nerves,  and  comes  in  de- 
siring to  have  them  excised.  He  receives  3^  grs.  morphia,  hypodermically, 
each  day. 

Dec.  18,  1876.  An  incision  made  downward  fi-om  the  location  of  eaeli 
infra-orbital  foramen  to  the  length  of  one  inch  through  the  tissues  of  the 
cheek,  the  nerves  raised  on  a  blunt  hook,  stretched  well  out,  and  chipped 
off  at  their  point  of  exit.  Ether  used  as  the  anaBsthetic,  collodion  and  silk 
sutures  to  approximate  the  edges  of  the  incision. 

Idth.  Patient  suffering  from  intense  pain  referred  to  outer  edge  of  right 
lower  eyelid. 

23c?.  Considerable  cellular  inflammation  of  right  side  of  neck  and  face. 

26^/^.  Considerable  discharge  of  pus  from  incision  on  right  side  efface; 
swelling  very  much  diminished. 

29th.  Discharge  of  pus  from  both  incisions  has  now  about  ceased  ;  con- 
siderable cellular  inflammation  of  right  side  efface  in  parotid  region.  He 
claims  he  has  still  the  neuralgic  pain,  but  deeper  in  the  infra-orbital  re- 
gion. 

3 Is;.  Considerable  swelling  and  a  great  deal  of  tenderness  on  either 
side  of  the  neck  below  the  jaw.    Patient  cannot  move  the  jaw. 

Jan.  5,  1877.  Face  continues  swollen,  and  very  painful ;  thinks  he  still 
has  the  old  neuralgic  pain  on  right  side.  Quantity  of  opiates  in  24  hom-s 
considerably  diminished. 

2dth.  Patient  again  placed  under  the  influence  of  ether.  An  incision 
made  on  the  right  side  in  the  site  of  the  old  one,  and  the  nerve  raised  on 
a  blunt  hook  and  divided.  Following  the  operation  the  pain  became 
severe,  and  the  hemorrhage  excessive.  For  a  couple  of  hours  all  sorts  of 
eflbrts  were  made  to  stop  it,  and  finally  we  were  obliged  to  resort  to  ol. 
terebinth,  and  ferri  persulph.  These,  with  compresses  bound  on  as  best 
we  could,  checked  it  so  that  it  only  oozed.  A  large  quantity  of  anodyne 
was  required  to  allay  pain. 

30th.  There  has  been  no  further  hemorrhage.    Morph.  j}ro  re  nata. 

Feb.  2.  All  dressing  removed  without  hemorrhage ;  wound  left  open 
and  suppurating  ;  dressed  with  carbolic  acid  ;  pain  controlled  with  morph. 

Uh.  Complains  of  pain  in  right  temple.  P.  M.  Severe  headache ; 
wound  dressed  twice  a  day.  , 

llth.  Patient  had  been  doing  well  until  yesterday.  There  was  a  hem- 
orrhage from  the  wound  in  the  morning,  controlled  by  syringing  with 
cold  water.    Last  night  another  very  severe  heraorrluvge  ;  used  dry  ferri 
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porsulph.  Has  had  three  hypodermic  injections  of  |  gr.  morph.  each,  dady. 
Ordered  iodoform  to  he  sprinkled  in  wonnd. 

Marcli  27.  At  3  V.  M.  patient  was  etlierized,  and  Prof.  Bogiie  pro- 
ceeded to  resect  the  orbital  branch  of  the  superior  maxillary  nerve.  A 
circular  flap  beffun  in  the  old  cicatrix  on  the  right  side,  and  curving 
backwards,  laid  bare  the  molar  bone.  An  opening  was  then  made  through 
its  quadrilateral  surface  with  a  trephine  into  the  antrum  ;  the  flooi-  of  the 
orbit  was  then  gouged  away  and  the  nerve  hooked  up  and  ruptured. 
There  was,  following  this,  hemorrhage.  A  plug  of  sponge  was  then 
stutied  into  the  antrum  and  left.  In  the  evening  there  was  a  severe 
hemorrhage  from  the  nostrils  and  mouth;  the  nostrils  were  plugged. 
Later  in  the  evening  the  sponge  and  plug  were  removed ;  the  antrum 
washed  out;  there  was  a  brisk  hemorrhage.  Monsel's  styptic  was  freely 
injected  ;  finally  tiie  antrum  was  again  plugged  with  sponge  soaked  in  the 
same  solution.  The  eyeball  was  noticed  to  project  considerably  more 
than  its  fellow,  but  the  sight  was  not  much  impaired.  Patient  has  had, 
till  the  present  time  (10  A.M.),  morph.  gr.  iij,  by  hypodermic  injection. 
This  morning  complains  of  great  pain  in  the  eye  and  upper  jaw.  Plugs 
not  removed.  Ordered  whiskey  and  morph.  to  allay  pain.  P.  M.  Pulse, 
76  ;  temp.  103°. 

30th,  A.  M.  Pulse,  72  ;  temp.  100°. 

On  yesterday  evening  the  sponge  plugs  removed  from  the  wound  ;  no 
hemorrhage  occurred  ;  they  were  not  replaced  ;  water-dressing  continued 
through  the  night.  This  morning  the  wound  is  suppurating  slightly  ; 
face  not  swollen  quite  so  badly.  Patient  has  had  one  grain  mor})h.  by 
hypodermic  injection  every  4  hours  for  the  past  48  hours.  Water-dress- 
ing continued.  Patient  still  complains  of  great  pain  in  the  right  eye  ; 
swelling  is  considei'able  ;  eye  closed,  with  conjunctiva  protruding  from 
between  the  lids.  A  pledget  of  lint  saturated  with  alcohol  was  laid  in 
wound,  and  water-dressing  continued. 

April  1.  Is  feeling  better  ;  wound  is  suppurating  considerably;  is  not 
swollen  so  badly ;  plugged  with  lint  saturated  with  alcohol,  and  the  cold 
com])resses  continued. 

'3d.  The  surface  of  the  wound  is  covered  with  healthy  granulations. 
The  eye  very  much  improved  ;  can  open  it ;  can  distinguish  objects  at  some 
distance. 

4th.  The  patient's  condition  rapidly  improved. 

6th.  Cavity  granulating  finely ;  appetite  good ;  everything  appears  fa- 
vorable at  this  time." 

The  patient  came  to  New  York  and  consulted  me  October  17,  1877. 
In  spite  of  all  the  surgical  operations  the  pain  is  as  severe  as  it  ever  was, 
the  focus  of  intensity  being  evidently  the  orbital  branch.  The  eye  is 
without  sight,  but  no  retinal  changes-  can  be  discovered,  except  paleness 
at  the  fundus.  The  conjunctiva  is  injected,  and  the  eye  is  suffused.  I 
gave  him  two  hypodermic  injections  of  morpliia,  of  one  grain  each,  within 
an  hour,  but  none  of  the  physiological  effects  followed,  and  the  pain  re- 
mained unabated.  Nothing  remains  to  be  done  but  deep  section  of  the 
nerve. 

A  formidable  neuralgia  is  that  connected  Avith  spasm  of  the  facial 
muscles,  which  has  received  the  name  of  tic  douloureux  or  tic  epilep- 
tiform.   The  former  term  is  that  applied  by  Benedikt,  and  has  been 
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generally  ncccpted  hy  most  writers  to  express  the  violent  and  sudden 
twinges  of  pain  whieh  are  accompanied  by  very  forcible  spasms  of  the 
facial  mnscles.  These  spasms  may  be  of  varying  degrees  of  severity. 
The  eye  may  be  tightly  closed  during  the  paroxysm,  or  the  face  violently 
drawn  to  one  side.  The  attacks  are  generally  supposed  to  be  con- 
iined  to  those  individuals  in  wliom  there  is  a  neurotic  predisposition; 
and  Erb,  Eulenburg,  and  others  consider  tic  douloureux  to  be  a  disease  of 
central  origin,  which  seems  very  probable  for  some  reasons,  but  not  so 
much  so  when  we  take  into  account  the  fact  that  in  some  cases  the  disease 
may  appear  and  disappear,  there  being  occasionally  a  long  period  of  qui- 
escence, and  then  a  relapse.  Anstie  considers  that  the  spasm  is  not  di- 
rectly  connected  with  the  pain,  but  is  rather  inclined  to  look  upon  it  as  a 
coincidence,  or  as  a  result  of  the  epileptic  tendency,  the  pain  and  epilepti- 
form spasm  being  separate  expressions. 

A  very  interesting  case,  to  wdiich  I  have  already  casually  alluded,  was 
sent  me  by  my  friend  Dr.  Sayre,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  K.  had  for  ten  or  twelve  years  suffered  from  neuralgia  of  the  fifth 
nerve  of  the  right  side.  His  habits  had  been  very  good,  and  there  Avas  no 
history  of  syphilis,  nor  any  evidence  that  it  had  existed.  About  ten  years 
ago,  after  exposm'e,  he  first  noticed  the  commencement  of  his  trouble, 
and  at  this  time  there  was  no  facial  spasm  or  very  decided  pain  ;  his 
attacks,  however,  Avhich,  during  the  first  two  or  three  years,  occurred  at 
intervals  of  two  or  three  months,  became  much  more  frequent,  and,  within 
three  years,  have  become  almost  continuous,  so  that  there  is  rarely  an  in- 
terval of  five  or  ten  minutes  between  each  paroxysm.  Sleep  is  utterly 
impossible,  and  he  has  been  obliged  to  resort  to  an  immense  quantity  of 
stimulants  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  rest. 

He  tells  me  that  very  often  he  drinks  a  pint  of  whiskey  before  retiring. 
During  his  visit  he  had  several  attacks  of  tic,  during  which  his  face  was 
drawn  up  and  agitated  by  clonic  spasm  of  the  muscles  of  the  right  side ; 
these  attacks  lasted  one  or  two  minutes,  during  which  his  face  became 
flushed,  his  eyes  injected,  and  from  the  corner  of  his  mouth  trickled  a  quan- 
tity of  saliva  ;  the  gum  was  very  tender,  and  painful  points  before  alluded 
to  were  found  to  be  very  sensitive.  Numerous  painful  points  were  also 
found  upon  the  scalp  over  the  supra-orbital  notch,  and  at  different  points 
over  the  temporal  bone.  Before  I  saw  him  he  had  been  under  several 
varieties  of  treatment,  but  none  afforded  him  the  least  relief. 

CERVICO-OCCIPITAL  NEURALGIA. 

When  the  posterior  branches  of  the  upper  cervical  nerves  are  the  seat 
of  neuralgia,  the  patient  will  complain  of  pains  beneath  the  occiput,  be- 
hind the  ear,  and  sometimes  at  the  under  part  of  the  lower  jaw.  The 
pain  at  the  base  of  the  occiput  is  most  severe;  but  when  the  neuralgia  in- 
volves the  anterior  nerve  branches,  and  pain  appears  behind  the  ear  and 
over  the  lower  part  of  the  face,  this  affection  may  be  inistaken  for  neu- 
ralgia of  the  fifth  pair.  The  pain  is  often  insupportable,  and  is  of  a  parox- 
ysmal character.  It  is,  on  the  other  hand,  of  a  localized  form,  and  so 
constant  in  some  cases  that  the  medical  man  may  be  led  to  suspect  inflam- 
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niatory  conditions  of  otlier  parts.  During  the  active  pain  the  patient  may 
be  unable  to  turn  his  head  or  open  liis  mouth,  and  any  muscular  move- 
ment is  attended  witli  distress.  The  skin  may  be  eitiier  hypericsthetic  or 
aniesthetic,  but  more  often  tlie  former,  and  I  liave  had  patients  who  were 
unable  even  to  bear  tlie  pressure  of  a  collar  or  other  neck  gear.  The  skin 
feels  to  the  patient  as  if  it  were  tightly  drawn  over  tiie  tissues  beneath, 
and  it  sometimes  may  be  red  and  appear  swollen.  Tiie  hyperaisthesia, 
when  it  involves  the  scalp,  is  so  distressing  that  the  patient  is  unable  to 
place  his  head  upon  tiie  ])illow,  or  wear  a  hat  unless  it  is  much  too  large 
for  him ;  and  heat  seems  to  increase  the  discomfort  to  a  marked  degree.  Tiie 
post-cervical  muscles  may  be  the  seat  of  cramps,  during  which  the  pa- 
tient's head  is  drawn  backwards  or  laterally  downwards.  Painful  points 
may  be  found  in  two  or  three  situations,  but  most  frequently  where  the 
great  occipital  nerve  emerges.  The  spinous  processes  of  the  upper  cer- 
vical vertebne  are  often  the  seats  of  painful  spots,  and  it  is  not  rare  to  find 
that  distress  is  caused  by  pressure  at  different  places  over  the  occipital  bone. 

CERVICO-BRACHIAL  NEURALGIA. 

A  form  of  attack  manifesting  itself  in  severe  pains,  which  shoot  down 
the  arms,  hands,  and  back  of  the  neck.  Exquisite  cutaneous  hypera3s- 
thesia  is  by  no  means  a  rare  accompaniment,  tlie  skin  being  so  tender  to 
pressure  that  tlie  slightest  touch  of  the  clothing  will  produce  intense  suf- 
fering. The  distribution  of  pain  corresponds  to  the  parts  supplied  by  the 
lower  cervical  nerves  or  regions  which  are  innervated  by  sensory  branches 
of  the  brachial  plexus. 

ErW  has  given  a  diagram  which  demonstrates  the  districts  of  pain,  and 
their  source  of  supply,  which  may  be  made  use  of  in  tracing  the  course  of 
the  affected  nerves.    (See  page  441.) 

My  attention  has  been  directed  by  Dr.  'Burral  to  a  condition  of  neu- 
ralgia which  is  often  mistaken  for  the  so-called  muscular  rheumatism,  and 
is  probably  due  to  an  involvement  of  the  circumflex  as  well  as  the  pos- 
terior thoi-acic.  The  pain  is  not  nearly  so  acute  as  that  of  some  of  the 
other  neuralgias  ;  for  example,  the  facial  variety.  It  is  dull  and  terebrat- 
ing,  and  resembles  the  agonizing  though  temporary  pain  which  follows  a 
blow  upon  the  popularly  called  "funny  bone,"  or  ulnar  nerve,  in  its  ex- 
posed position  at  the  internal  condyle.  The  pain  travels  down  into  the 
hand,  and  may  be  attended  by  a  spasm  of  the  muscles.  There  are  points 
of  tenderness  which  are  extremely  numerous.  Pressure  made  over  the 
supraclavicular  space,  just  below  the  lower  angle  of  the  scapula,  at  the 
exposed  portion  of  the  ulnar  nerve  at  the  elbow,  and  at  the  points  of  emer- 
gence of  the  superficial  nerves  of  the  arm  and  forearm  as  they  pierce 
through  the  fascia,  gives  rise  to  pain.  Occasionally  there  are  tender  spots 
over  the  cervical  vertebrae.  The  skin  of  the  arm  is  often  cold,  and  areas 
of  capillary  emptiness  are  to  be  observed  either  during  an  accession  of 


'  Ziemssen's  Encyclopcdift,  vol,  xi.  p.  14G. 
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pain  or  between  the  attacks.  In  ruin-  instances  it  is  not  nnusual  for  tro- 
phic alterations  to  be  manilested.  In  a  patient  under  observation  tlie 
rigiit  hand  is  reduced  in  size,  the  skin  is  dry,  puckered  and  livid  ;  the 
line^  of  flexure  of  the  fingers  and  liand  arc  red,  and  much  deejier  than 
upon  the  other  side  of  the  body;  and  the  nails  are  crenated  and  irregular. 
Erb  alhulos  to  an  excessive  sweating  of  the  fingers.  This  form  of  neu- 
ralgia is  decidedly  inveterate,  aiul  when  well  established  is  attended  by 
nocturnal  exacerbations.  The  use  of  the  affected  hand  is  sure  to  af">-ra- 
vate  or  precipitate  an  attack,  and  changes  of  temperature  act  usually  in 
the  same  manner. 

A  gentleman  sent  to  me  by  Dr.  Ives,  of  New  York,  had  suffered  in- 
tensely for  a  number  of  years,  and  his  pain  had  become  almost  constant. 
When  he  neglected  to  cover  his  arm  with  cotton  batting,  but  permitted 
his  coat  sleeve  to  come  in  contact  with  the  skin,  he^vould  be  in  utter 
misery,  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  cover  it  with  some  soft  substance.  He  was 
very  cautious  in  selecting  a  position  at  night,  as  the  arm,  if  unsupported, 
dragged  the  muscles  of  the  shoulder  sufficiently  to  produce  a  paroxysm. 

INTERCOSTAL  NEURALGIA,  OR  PLEURODYNIA. 

This  is  often  mistaken  for  pleurisy.  It  is  characterized  by  a  pain  which 
encircles  the  body,  and  may  be  rel'erred  by  the  patient  to  the  region 
bounded  by  the  crest  of  the  ilium  below,  and  the  thorax  above ;  but  it 
more  commonly  affects  the  lower  intercostal  nerves.  The  pain  is  always 
one-sided,  and  is  dull  and  continued,  but  may  sometimes  be  sharp  and 
paroxysmal,  radiating  from  the  spine  anteriorly.  The  skin  is  hyperajs- 
thetic,  and  this  is  particularly  the  case  if  the  neuralgia  be  attended  by 
herpetic  patches.  The  painful  points  are  chiefly  over  the  inter-vertebral 
foramen,  and  where  the  nerve  pierces  the  muscles  anteriorly.  The  rectus 
muscles  contain  painful  spots  at  the  points  where  the  lower  intercostal 
nerves  pierce  the  investing  sheaths.  The  patient  during  the  paroxysm 
inclines  his  body  to  the  affected  side,  as  it  were  to  relax  the  muscular 
strain ;  he  perspires  freely,  and  his  face  wears  a  scared  and  anxious  ex- 
pression, suggestive  of  great  suffering.  His  breathing  is  "  catching"  and 
shallow,  and  attended  by  the  least  possible  movement  of  the  thoracic 
walls  or  diaphragm. 

SCIATICA. 

Sciatica  is  perhaps,  next  to  facial  neuralgia,  one  of  the  most  trouble- 
some and  familiar  neuralgias.  It  rarely  begins  suddenly,  but  has  a 
gradual  onset,  attended  by  a  variety  of  disagreeable  and  annoying  symp- 
toms. Cutaneous  hyperajsthesia,  slight  fatigue  after  walking,  and  "  sore- 
ness," a  sensation  of  dragging  or  of  heaviness  of  the  leg  and  foot,  and  a 
number  of  minor  symptoms  of  a  vague  character  precede  the  actual  pain. 
This  is  exceedingly  severe,  and  may  exist  in  a  dull  form,  and  during  its 
continuance  there  may  be  paroxysms  consisting  of  twinges  or  "  darts  " 
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shooting  down  the  back  of  the  leg.  Shoukl  tlic  puticnt,  while,  sitting,  place 
]u.  thi<rh  so  that  the  nerve  shall  bo  pressed  against  the  edge  ot  the  cl.air, 
the  paiW»i  "^'^y  Precipitated.  Austie  has  divided  sciatica  into  three 
varieties,  one  of  which  occurs  during  comparatively  early  life,  and  is  con- 
nected with  hysteria.  It  is  dei.endent  generally  upon  over-fatigue,  and 
affects  unicmic  iieoi.lc.  It  is  the  form  which  attends  irregular  menstrua- 
tion, and  tlie  pain  is  quite  severe.  In  this  variety  I  have  rarely  found 
any  painful  points. 

Before  the  fourteenth  year  neuralgia  of  the  sciatic  variety  is  very  un- 
common. In  124  cases  collected  by  Valliex,  none  were  under  seventeen 
years  of  age. 

Sciatica  of  the  second  variety  is  a  disease  of  adult  life,  and  is  a  result 
either  of  exposure,  or  some  such  cause  as  continued  pressure  of  tlie  nerve 
through  sitting  in  an  uncomfortable  position.  It  is  not  rare  among  busi- 
ness men,  or  clerks  who  sit  upon  high  wooden  chairs  or  stools,  and  who 
generally  do  not  support  their  legs  by  placing  the  feet  upon  the  floor  or  the 
rounds  of  the  chair.  Anstie  connected  this  "  middle-aged  sciatica"  with 
premature  decline,  and  states  that  the  patients  have  rigid  arteries,  gray 
hair,  and  the  arcus  senilis  ;  but  I  do  not  consider  that  these  indications  of 
decay  have  any  very  decided  bearing  upon  the  sciatica,  especially  in  the 
form  last  mentioned.  It  strikes  me  rather  that  the  causes  which  jiroduce 
the  disease,  with  the  exception  of  dissipation  and  perhaps  syphilis,  gout, 
or  like  affections,  would  be  local.  Some  of  the  most  intractable  cases 
of  sciatica  I  have  ever  seen  were  persons  who  were  apparently  in  good 
general  health.  The  presence  of  "  painful  points  "  is  highly  characteristic 
of  this  form.  Foci  of  tender  nerves  may  be  found  corresponding  with 
the  emergence  of  the  sciatic  nerves  from  the  pelvis  ;  and  also  at  various 
points  corresponding  to  the  cutaneous  distribution  of  the  posterior  branches, 
as  well  as  just  below  the  crest  of  the  ilium.  Points  of  tenderness  may  be 
also  found  at  various  situations  in  the  course  of  the  nerve  at  the  back  of 
the  thigh ;  sometimes  in  the  popliteal  space,  or  at  the  head  of  the  fibula, 
and  in  the  depression  below  the  external  and  internal  malleoli.  Atrophy 
of  the  muscles  of  the  thigh  is  not  a  rare  consequence  of  the  neuralgia  in 
old  cases,  and  is  sometimes  preceded  by  paresis.  Tactile  sensibility  is 
diminished,  and  areas  of  ansesthesia  or  blanching  of  the  skin  are  occa- 
sional results  of  a  continued  siege.  The  paresis  of  sciatica  is  of  gradual 
appearance,  and  the  patient  may  at  first  slightly  drag  his  leg  or  limb.  In 
some  of  the  old  cases  the  least  movement  of  the  limb  is  attended  by  pain, 
whicli  is  referred  by  the  patient  to  the  point  where  the  sciatic  nerve  leaves 
the  pelvis.    Such  atrophy  may  follow  inactivity. 

A  curious  feature  of  the  disease  in  some  cases  is  the  appearance  of  pain 
in  different  parts  of  the  limb.  In  the  case  of  a  Cuban  gentleman  wlio 
came  to  me  for  advice,  I  found  that  there  were  two  districts  of  pain :  one 
of  which  included  the  upper  part  of  the  sciatic,  the  pain  never  passing 
below  the  middle  third  of  tlie  right  thigh ;  the  other  situated  at  the  outer 
side  of  the  leg  of  the  same  side. 
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CRURAL  NEUliAI.CilA. 

Wlien  the  pain  is  conlincil  to  the  anterior  and  lateral  parts  of  the  thigh, 
it  is  properly  inclnded  in  the  cases  called  by  this  name,  but  the  region 
supplied  hy  the  crural  and  its  branches,  viz.,  the  inner  surface  of  the  thigh 
and  its  anterior  aspect,  as  well  as  the  inner  part  of  the  leg  and  foot,  is 
more  often  the  seat  of  pain  in  the  lower  extremity  than  any  other  i)art, 
except  that  innervated  by  tlie  great  sciatic.  This  pain  is  paroxysmal, 
very  severe,  and,  like  that  of  the  cervico-brachial  variety,  most  intense  at 
night.  The  inner  part  of  the  leg  and  foot  are  most  commoidy  implicated, 
and  there  is  a  subacute  variety  of  pain  which  exists  between  the  parox- 
ysms. "Walking  and  muscular  movements  of  any  kind  are  painful,  and 
the  patient  may  find  it  necessary  to  use  a  crutch,  or  else  is  obliged  to  keep 
.  quiet.  Foci  of  tenderness  may  be  detected  at  the  point  where  the  crural 
nerve  is  most  superficial,  in  the  groin  at  the  inner  side  of  the  knee,  at  the 
upper  and  inner  edge  of  the  patella,  and  at  various  points  on  the  inner 
side  of  the  foot  and  leg.  Muscular  atrophy,  which  is  probably  a  result  of 
insufficient  use  of  the  limb,  is  sometimes  a  feature  of  the  disease.  When 
the  pain  is  more  severe  at  the  knee-joint,  we  may  find  an  enlargement  of 
that  articulation,  and  in  some  respects  the  condition  may  resemble  arth- 
ritic inflammation  ;  but  the  cutaneous  hypercesthesia  is  much  greater  than 
in  the  latter  affection,  while  deep  pressure  does  not  produce  the  amount 
of  pain  it  would  in  rheumatism. 

THE  VISCERAL  NEURALGIAS. 

The  visceral  neuralgias,  especially  those  found  to  be  connected  wath  the 
uterus  and  its  appendages,  come  more  properly  within  the  province  of  the 
gynajcologist  than  tlie  neurologist ;  so  a  complete  desci-iption  would  neces- 
sitate a  consideration  of  the  various  pathological  uterine  states  which 
would  be  out  of  place  in  this  book  ;  therefore  our  description  must  be  ex- 
ceedingly brief.  The  importance  of  these  latter  forms  of  neuralgia  can- 
not be  over-estimated.  They  are  commonly  of  reflex  origin,  and  depend 
very  often  upon  some  morbid  condition  of  the  uterus  and  ovaries  them- 
selves. As  Anstie  remarks  :  "  The  amount  and  force  of  the  peripheral 
influences  which  are  brought  to  bear  upon  the  central  nervous  system  by 
the  functions  of  the  uterus  and  ovaries  are  greater  than  any  that  emanate 
from  the  diseases  and  functional  disturbances  of  any  other  organ  in  the 
body."  The  menstrual  period  is  that  with  which  neuralgia  of  this  kind 
is,  in  nine-tenths  of  these  cases,  associated.  It  is  essentially  connected 
with  irritability  of  the  pelvic  organs  of  the  female,  either  when  there  is 
amenorrha3a  and  dysmenorrhoja,  or  when  the  generative  apparatus  is  over- 
excited by  immoderate  copulation  or  masturbation,  or  during  the  preg- 
nant state.  When  there  is  any  mechanical  condition  of  narrowing  or 
occlusion  of  the  cervical  canal,  prolapsus  uteri,  intra-uterine  growths, 
ulcers,  or  reflected  irritation,  neuralgia  is  not  at  all  a  rare  accompaniment. 
I  have  found  it  very  often  as  a  symptom  of  general  ana>mia,  with  no  ap- 
preciable uterine  disease  whatever. 
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OVARIAN  NEURALOIA. 

Ovm-inn  ncuralgiii  is  symptoniivti/.cd  by  excruciuting  pains  radiating 
from  tl.ese  organs.  It  is  not  necessary  tliat  there  sliould  be  derangement 
of  menstruation,  though  such  is  generally  the  case.  The  pain  may  some- 
times be  dull,  but  is  more  apt  to  be  quite  slmrp.  It  is  greatly  increased 
by  standing,  or  by  fatigue  following  protracted  use  of  the  lower  extremities. 
Among  sewing-machine  operators  it  is  especially  common,  and  many  of  my 
cases  have  been  of  this  kind.  It  is  generally  connected  with  constipation 
or  a  sluggisli  condition  of  tlie  circulation,  sometimes  leucorrlitca,  hysteria, 
and  always  with  a  great  deal  of  weariness  and  prostration.  Tlie  suffering 
may  be  so  intense  and  protracted  as  utterly  to  wear  out  the  patient,  and  unlit 
her  for  any  labor.  It  may  be  bilateral  or  unilateral.  There  are  various 
other  forms  of  neuralgia  which  depend  upon  reflected  or  local  causes. 


URETHRAL  NEURALGIA. 

Tliis  is  not  infrequently  associated  with  stricture,  gonorrhoea,  or  mas- 
turbation. It  may  be  quite  obstinate  and  of  a  paroxysmal  character,  and 
is  much  worse  at  night.  I  have  found  it  very  often  where  there  has  been 
a  contracted  meatus,  in  which  case  the  pain  ran  up  the  penis.  Vesical 
neiu-algia,  which  may  be  connected  with  the  presence  of  a  stone,  or  which 
occurs  as  a  result  of  long-standing  cystitis,  is  symptomatized  by  pain  at  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  while  there  may  be  some  tenesmus. 


RENAL  NEURALGIA,  ETC. 

Renal  neuralgia  cannot  be  diagnosed  with  certainty,  and  probably  the 
pain  is  in  many  cases  due  to  the  presence  of  calculi.  Neuralgia  of  the 
testis  is  symptomatized  by  sharp  pains  of  a  temporary  character  ;  and  it  is 
generally  due  to  some  distant  source  of  iiTitation,  such  as  the  descent  of  a 
renal  calculus,  or  the  presence  of  a  vesical  calculus.  I  have  seen  cases  which 
have  followed  excessive  venery ;  and  Anstie  reports  a  case  of  epilepsy  in 
which  this  form  of  neuralgia  was  undoubtedly  the  exciting  cause.  Self- 
abuse  produced  the  "  testicular  neuralgia,"  which  in  turn  precipitated  the 
fits.  With  the  pain  there  were  vomiting  and  great  prostration.  Ascarides 
in  the  rectuni  may  give  rise  to  neuralgia  of  that  gut.  Tlie  pain  is  nearly 
always  about  the  anus  or  just  above  the  sphincter,  and  darts  upwards. 
Cold  and  exposure  are  given  as  causes.  The  breasts  are  often  the  seat  of 
a  very  painful  neuralgia,  which  has  been  called  mastodynia.  This  is,  in 
reality,  a  form  of  intercostal  neuralgia,  in  which  case  the  anterior  and 
middle  cutaneous  branches  of  the  intercostal  of  one  or  both  sides  are 
affected.  It  appears  at  puberty,  or  may  accompany  lactation  when  the 
nipples  are  cracked.  In  both  tliese  classes  of  cases  there  must  be  a 
lowered  nervous  condition;  and,  according  to  Anstie,  masturbation  pre- 
cedes the  trouble  in  the  youthful  patient,  while  it  is  extremely  probable 
that  the  strain  upon  the  nervous  system  during  pregnancy  and  lactation 
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is  often  mucli  greater  tlmn  t]ic  baaiy-nourislied  patient  can  bear.  I  have 
met  witli  (he  afleetion  in  perfectly  healthy  patients,  and  am  convinced  that 
the  ])ain  was  purely  neuralgic,  and  not  dependent  uj^n  any  inflammatory 
condition  of  the  nijiples.  One  of  these  iiatients  was  a  i)rostitut(;,  and  had 
assiduously  followed  her  trade,  meanwhile  losing  sleep,  and  drinkin"  to 
excess. 

Causes — For  the  sake  of  conciseness,  I  may  group  the  causes  wiiich 
are  predisposing  under  the  following  several  heads  :  

1.  Hereditary. 

2.  General  diathetic  (anemia,  rheumatism,  alcoholism,  gout,  syph- 

ilis). 

3.  Psychical  (intellectual,  emotional). 

4.  External  (cold,  pressure). 

5.  Sexual. 

6.  Reflex. 

Hereditary  predisposition  plays  a  most  important  part  in  the  genesis  of 
neuralgia,  so  important  indeed  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  cases  of  this  dis- 
ease in  whom  there  has  not  been  some  family  history  of  previous  nervous 
trouble.  Insanity,  paralysis,  alcoholism,  or  convulsive  disorders  may  be 
traced  back;  and  of  twenty-two  cases  collected  by  Anstie  there  were  but 
five  in  which  there  had  been  no  family  neurotic  history,  and  in  some  of 
these  phthisis  was  found.  This  disease,  according  to  Anstie  and  others, 
seems  to  play  quite  an  important  part  in  the  causation  of  neuralgia ; 
and  in  one  minutely  detailed  history  given  by  him  the  appearance  of 
tubercular  meningitis  and  other  neuro-phthisical  diseases  followed  the 
engrafting  of  the  pulmonary  trouble  upon  the  neurotic  stock.  Epilepsy 
enters  extensively  into  the  causation  of  many  forms  of  neuralgia,  especially 
ejiileptiform  tic  ;  and  not  only  may  these  other  neuroses  have  appeared 
among  the  progenitors  of  the  individual,  but  they  actually  exist  with  the 
neuralgia. 

Blandford*  has  called  attention  to  a  form  of  insanity  w^hich  coexists 
with  neuralgia,  the  pains  subsiding  during  acute  mental  disturbauce,^nd 
reappearing  with  its  subsidence.  Migraine  is  too  common  an  accompa- 
niment of  ejjilepsy  to  need  more  than  a  passing  allusion.  Chronic  alco- 
holism is  associated  with  a  vainety  of  neuralgic  headaches  and  pains  in 
the  lower  extremities,  which  are  quite  intense.  Certain  general  diseases, 
which  produce  a  cachectic  condition,  quite  often  give  rise  to  the  disease, 
not  only  by  actual  mechanical  disturbance  of  the  nerve-functions  by  effu- 
sion and  periosteal  disease,  but  through  the  condition  of  mal-nutrition  and 
enfeeblement  of  the  nervous  system  which  originates  in  malaria,  gout, 
rheumatism,  and  syphilis.  The  influence  of  malaria  in  the  production 
of  neuralgia  is  markedly  seen  in  the  South  and  Southwest,  where  the 
most  violent  attacks  of  neuralgia  yield  only  to  large  doses  of  quinine  and 
arsenic.    The  neuralgia  is  generally  of  the  facial  variety,  but  it  may  take 
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tlie  sciatic  or  any  of  the  other  forms.  In  many  cases  it  is  periodic,  or 
occurs  in  connection  with  the  chill  and  other  features  of  the  malarial  at- 
tack. In  most  of  the  cases  I  have  seen,  it  followed  generally  after  a  i»ro- 
tracted  siege  of  "fever  and  ague,"  when  there  was  extreme  debility, 
"  bone-ache,"  and  enlarged  spleen. 

Lumbo-abdominal  neuralgia  is  fiir  from  being  an  uncommon  malarial 
state,  and  is  sometimes  very  apt  to  be  mistaken  for  renal  colic.  Gout 
and  rheumatism  are  not  looked  upon  by  Anstie  as  diseases  which  jjlay  a 
very  important  part  in  the  general  causation  of  neuralgia,  from  wliich 
opihion  I  am  inclined  to  dissent.  Putting  entirely  out  of  the  question  the 
local  inflammation  of  the  nerve-slieath,  which  is  so  often  a  cause  of  sciatica 
and  other  neuralgias,  I  am  convinced  that  there  are  forms  of  the  disease, 
aggravated  by  changes  in  temperature,  coexisting  with  painful  joints  and 
extremely  acid  urine  which  disappear  under  alkaline  treatment,  and  are 
not  clearly  examples  of  nerve-sheath  inflammation.  Gout,  inducing  very 
often  a  condition  of  general  or  cerebral  aniemia,  has  been  in  my  experience 
a  very  frequent  cause  of  facial  and  other  neuralgias.  The  condition  of 
the  liver,  which  occasions  cerebral  anosmia,  melancliolia,  and  over-loaded 
bowels,  may  also  induce  a  neuralgia  of  a  functional  character.  Not  only 
in  the  tertiary  fonn  of  syphilis,  but,  long  before  this,  neuralgia  may  often 
be  a  troublesome  symptom.  I  have  had  recently  under  my  care  an  indi- 
vidual who  had  two  years  ago  a  primary  sore,  and  has  since  had  secondary 
symptoms.  A  chancroid,  recently  contracted,  assumed  a  phagedenic 
character,  and  there  were  great  debility  and  severe  neuralgia,  w^hich  suc- 
cumbed under  specific  treatment  and  nourishing  diet.  Profound  ante- 
mia  is  very  often  found  to  be  at  the  origin  of  neuralgia  of  various  kinds. 
In  women  who  have  lost  much  blood  during  the  menstrual  flow,  or  in 
others  who  have  become  exsanguined  from  hemorrhoids,  neuralgia  is  not 
to  be  looked  upon  as  an  unusual  complication. 

The  various  constitutional  diseases  just  alluded  to  may  produce  various 
forms  of  neuralgia,  by  inflammation  of  nerve-sheaths,  with  deposit,  or,  as  in 
the  case  of  syphilis,  gummatous  growths,  or  periostitis  may  make  danger- 
ous i^ressure  upon  the  nerve-trunk  at  some  point  where  the  latter  is  unable 
to  withstand  it  without  injury  to  itself.  Syphilis,  in  rare  instances,  pro- 
duces irritation  in  the  nerve-trunks  themselves,  giving  rise  to  pain.  This 
irritation,  however,  much  more  frequently  produces  motor  paralysis  than 
sensory  disturbance.  Mental  overwork,  shock,  and  a  continued  abnormal 
play  of  the  emotions  are  likely  to  give  rise  to  neuralgia,  and  for  this  reason 
literary  men  and  hysterical  women  suffer  very  frequently.  The  headache 
of  the  overworked  school  child,  compelled  to  overtax  its  brain,  and  de- 
pendent upon  confinement  in  a  hot  room,  is  far  too  common.  Want  of  amuse- 
ment, deep  grief,  and  the  pursuit  of  one  narrow  line  of  thought,  are  all 
influences  which  lower  the  integrity  of  the  nervous  system,  and  give  rise 
to  this  as  well  as  other  neuroses.  Anstie's  practical  and  judicious  reasoning 
in  regard  to  false  religious  training,  and  the  dangers  it  may  bring  in  the 
way  of  forcing  the  individual  to  become  self-conscious,  should  suggest  to 
the  physician  and  parent  the  necessity  for  avoiding  everything  in  educa- 
28 
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tioii  which  promotes  brooding,  causes  the  individual  to  torture  liini.self 
witii  doubts  iind  seH-accusiition,  and  narrows  the  mind,  tlms  depriving  the 
n(n-vous  system  of  its  normal  exercise.  Constant  worry  about  business  and 
any  strain  whicli  demands  an  unusual  expenditure  of  brain-force  are  causes 
of  this  kind.  Exposure  to  cold  and  damp,  particularly  if  there  be  wind, 
is  a  fruitful  cx(Mting  cause  of  ncMiralgia,,  and  persons  who  are  exposed  to 
<lraughts  in  railroad  cars  and  public  buildings  very  often  owe  their  attack 
to  such  agencies.  Pressure  from  various  growths,  cystic,  cancerous,  and 
gummatous  deposits,  not  rarely  causes  distressing  and  intractable  neu- 
ralgias ;  but  a  syphilitic  growth  has  been  known  to  entirely  suiTonnd  a 
nerve-trunk  without  interfering  materially  with  its  functions.'  Neui-omata 
very  frequently  give  rise  to  neuralgia.  Such  neuromata  sometimes  follow 
amputation  oi-  gross  nerve-wounds,  and  the  neuralgia  is  generally  relieved 
l»y  extirpation  of  the  nerve-tumor.  Various  local  troubles,  of  a  peripheral 
or  remote  nature,  produce  neuralgia,  and  among  these  may  be  mentioned 
carious  teeth,  ascarides,  and  renal  calculi.  "When  carious  teeth  give  rise 
to  neuralgia,  it  is  always  very  obstinate,  and  the  cause  may  remain  unsus- 
pected for  a  long  time. 

Salter  has  observed  cases  of  cervico-brachial  neuralgia  from  bad  teeth  ;  the 
variety  most  frequently  met  with  however  is  facial  neuralgia.  This  cause 
is  ordinarily  supposed  to  account  very  frequently  for  the  head  neuralgias, 
and  many  sound  teeth  are  sacrificed  by  the  individual,  while  there  may  be 
neuralgia  of  the  two  lower  branches  of  the  fifth  from  other  causes.  Over- 
use of  the  eyes,  and  consequent  fatigue  of  the  muscles  of  accommodation, 
are  supposed  by  some  to  have  much  to  do  with  its  production.  Renal  or 
urethral  calculi,  gonorrhoja,  masturbation,  and  excessive  venery,  are  all 
reflex  causes  of  importance,  and  play  a  part  in  the  production  of  lumbo- 
abdominal  and  other  neuralgias.  Uterine  disease  and  overloaded  bowels, 
or  a  fibrous  tumor  in  the  rectum,  may  by  pressure  often  produce  sciatica  of 
a  very  obstinate  variety,  and  aneurism  more  rarely  makes  pressure  M'hich 
gives  rise  to  neuralgia.  Digestive  derangement  and  prolonged  lactation 
may  be  mentioned  as  additional  conditions  which  favor  the  production 
of  neuralgia.  As  to  age  and  sex,  it  is  the  opinion  of  most  authors  that 
neuralgia  usually  originates  at  the  age  of  puberty,  but  the  disease  is  most 
common  between  the  twentieth  and  fiftieth  years.  The  following  table, 
presented  by  Erb  (Ziemssen,  vol.  xi.),  possesses  statistical  value  : — 


Valleix.  Eulenburgli. 

Erb. 

Total 

Period  of  life 

up  to  10 

vears,  2 

6 

8 

1 1 

i  I 

10  to  20 

1 1 

22 

19 

14 

55 

1  ( 

I  1 

20  to  30 

11 

68 

40 

108 

1 1 

30  to  40 

1 1 

67 

33 

39 

139 

K 

(  1 

40  to  50 

1 1 

64 

23 

29 

116 

l( 

11 

50  to  60 

1 1 

47 

14 

14 

75 

(( 

1 1 

60  to  70 

1 1 

21 

6 

9 

36 

1( 

1 1 

70  to  80 

1 1 

5 

1 

6 

296 

101 

146 

543 

'  Huebner,  Ziem.sscn's  Encyclopiudia,  vol.  xii. 
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As  to  sex,  Valleix  collected  469  cases,  218  of  whom  were  men  ;  Eulen- 
l.urgh  106,  of  whom  30  were  men  ;  Anstie  100,  of  whom  33  were  men  ;  Erb 
UO?  84  being  men.  Of  course  there  .ire  varieties  of  neuralgia  wliich  are 
oonlined  more  to  certain  ages  and  sexes.  Migra,ine  is  more  general  among 
women,  while  sciatica  is  probably  more  often  a  disease  of  males.  Anstie 
and  I-Iammond  both  consider  facial  neuralgia  to  Ix;  a  disease  of  adult  life. 
So  far  as  climatic  intiuenecs  are  concerned,  neuralgia  is  predisposed,  and 
very  often  markedly  allected  by  sudden  changes  in  temperature.  Dr. 
Weir  Mitchell'  has  written  a  very  valuable  paper  upon  the  subject,  wliich 
deafly  shows  the  very  decided  influence  of  modifications  of  temjierature 
and  humidity.  His  article  is  based  upon  the  personal  notes  of  Captain 
Catlin  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  who  suffered  from  stump  neuralgia,  and  who 
intelligently  and  carefully  noted  the  influences  of  atmospheric  changes. 
Capt^iin  Catlin's  conclusions  were  as  follows :  "  Neuralgic  intensity  does 
not  seem  to  be  proportioned  to  the  amount  of  rain-fall.  At  the  exterior 
of  a  storm  disturbance  the  pain  is  usually  less  severe,  and,  indeed,  at 
times  I  have  been  so  far  from  the  disturbed  centre  as  to  just  perce[)ti- 
bly  feel  it.  A  storm,  reinforced  by  another  at  an  angle  of  say  90°, 
producing  greatei-  eccentricities  in  the  curves,  does  not  seem  to  produce 
a  corresponding  intensity  or  duration  of  the  neuralgia."  He  adds  :  "  I 
am  unable  to  state  at  what  point  within  the  disturbed  area  the  pain  would 
be  strongest.  The  abruptness  of  the  barometric  fall  does  not  seem  to  have 
much  to  do  with  the  causing  of  pain,  nor  is  the  length  of  attack  dependent 
as  it  seems  on  the  length  of  the  storm." 

Pathology  Neuralgia  is  always  the  result  of  lowered  functional 

activity  deiiendent  upon  the  trophic  disturbance  of  a  sensory  nerve.  This 
is  probably  attended  by  some  change  in  tlie  posterior  nerve-roots,  which  is 
not  necessarily  inflammatory.  The  morbid  anatomy  of  neuralgia  has 
thrown  but  little  light  upon  the  pathology  of  the  disease,  so  our  conclu- 
sions must  be  based  upon  purely  theoretical  grounds.  Erb,  in  speaking  of 
the  nutritive  disturbances,  says  :  "  In  regard  to  the  ordinary  seat  of  this 
trophic  disturbance,  nothing  accurate  is  known  ;  but  it  is  probable  that 
the  seat  varies,  and  this  mucli  a|)pears  certain,  that  for  the  most  part  a 
definite  group  of  fibres  (or  their  central  terminations)  as  they  are  combined 
to  form  a  nerve-trunk  or  branch,  is  affected.  At  what  place  in  the  length 
of  the  nerve  this  is  present  it  is  difficult  to  say,  and  perhaps  may  be  at  any 
length.  The  peripheric  fibrils  may  be  afl'ccted  at  various  points  and  vari- 
ous lengths  of  their  course,  or  the  posterior  roots  and  their  prolongation 
in  the  spinal  cord  may  be  the  seat  of  the  neuralgic  trophic  disturbance  ; 
or,  lastly,  the  central  fibrils  running  in  the  spinal  cord  or  brain  miay  be 
affected  up  to  the  terminal  central  apparatus.  The  investigations  that 
have  hitherto  been  made  have  ac([uainted  us  with  many  important  facts, 
but  have  furnished  no  very  satisfactory  conclusion." 

The  clinical  features  of  neuralgia  enable  us  to  understand  many  of  the 
phenomena  which  ordinarily  characterize  the  disease,  and  we  are  allowed 
to  assume  that  lowered  mitrition  from  general  or  local  disease,  reflected 


'  Am.  Journ.  of  Med.  Science,  April,  1877,  p.  305. 
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irritations,  and  mechanical  pressure  enter  into  its  production.  Instead  of 
a  normal  stimulus  being  conveyed  by  a  liealthy  nerve  to  the  centre,  tlie 
nerve  may  be  functionally  impaired  for  conduction,  or  tlie  centre  so  altered 
in  its  rocei)tivc  faculty  that  the  sensation  period  is  grossly  exaggerated. 
The  receptive  faculty  of  the  peripheral  fibrils  may  be  so  exaggerated  that 
ordinary  stimuli  are  received  aud  transmitted  in  a  painful  form.  Why 
the  diseasi!  should  be  ])aroxysmal  we  do  not  know. 

Morbid  Anatomy — It  is  by  no  means  a  matter  of  necessity  that  a 
nerve  which  has  been  the  seat  of  neuralgia  is  found  to  be  changed  in  struc- 
ture. Accidental  atrophy,  hyperajmia,  and  indications  of  neuritis  are 
sometimes  exhibited.  Thickening  of  tiie  nerve  and  sheath  deposits  in  its 
neighborhood,  or  enlarged  vessels,  tumors,  aneurisms,  and  the  like,  are 
occasionally  met  with.  On  the  other  hand,  nerves  have  been  removed 
which  have  been  perfectly  healthy.  In  old  cases  of  neuralgia  the  posterior 
ner^'e-roots  are  nearly  always  atrophied. 

Diagnosis — We  may  briefly  sketch  the  character  of  the  symptoms. 
The  pain  of  neuralgia  is  paroxysmal  or  dull,  with  paroxysmal  recurrences  ; 
rarely  tenderness  upon  pressure,  except  at  certain  situations.  Neuralgic 
pain  is  rarely  constant,  while  that  of  neuritis  is  quite  so.  The  pain  of 
neuralgia  follows  the  course  of  some  nerve,  is  quite  acute,  and  has  a  lanci- 
nating, terebrating,  or  shooting  character.  It  is  also  connected  with  vjiso- 
motor  changes  in  the  skin.  The  existence  of  a  cause  must  be  considered, 
and  the  fact  whether  "  hereditary  predisposition"  is  present  or  not.  Facial 
neuralgia  is  very  rarely  mistaken,  and  should  not  be  Avhen  the  fact  is  taken 
into  consideration  that  the  pain  is  generally  referred  to  one  of  the  branches 
of  the  fifth  nerve.  Pleurodynia  is  sometimes  confounded  with  pleurisy, 
but  the  absence  of  physical  signs  should  be  sufficient  to  make  the  diag- 
nosis clear.  Lumbo-abdominal  neuralgia  is  very  frequently  confused  with 
various  painful  affections  of  the  viscera.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned 
renal  colic,  the  pain  of  nephritis,  and  intestinal  colic.  Sciatica,  from  its 
unilateral  character,  is  not  likely  to  be  mistaken  for  any  other  affection. 
The  important  indication  in  diagnosis  is  to  determine  the  variety  of  neu- 
ralgia, whether  syphilitic  or  malarial,  whether  due  to  compression  or  con- 
nected with  neuritis,  or  whether  due  to  enlargement  of  and  pressure  from 
any  of  the  abdominal  organs. 

The  following  are  to  be  remembered  and  consulted  for  guidance  in 
making  a  diagnosis  — 

A.  Cause  ;  history  of  previous  attacks. 

B.  Character  of  pain  ;  paroxysmal,  inconstant. 

C.  Aggravation  by  debility  or  fatigue. 

D.  The  presence  of  "  painful  points." 

E.  Its  distribution  (following  course  of  nerves). 

F.  Rarely  aggravated  by  pressure,  except  at  limited  points,  which 

correspond  to  superficial  course  of  the  nerve. 

G.  Its  general  unilateral  character. 

Prognosis  Neuralgia  of  all  kinds  is  more  curable  in  early  life  tlian 

in  advanced  age,  and  it  may  be  assumed  that,  when  it  has  lasted  for  many 
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years,  nnd  is  severe  in  character,  it  will  be  most  intractable;  tliis  is 
especially  tlie  case  in  the  disorder  known  as  tic  cpilejHlform,  which  may 
be  said  to  be  nearly  always  incurable.  In  these  troublesome  cases  even 
removal  of  the  nerve  affords  but  temporary  relief.  When  atrophy  of  mus- 
cles has  taken  place  the  chance  of  cure  is  very  remote,  and  if  the  cause 
be  a  deep  one,  such  as  pressure  for  instance,  nothin":  can  generally  be  done. 
Tiiere  is  a  briglit  side  of  tiie  picture  however.  Functional  neuralgias,  or 
those  of  the  syphilitic  variety,  readily  succumb  to  proper  treatment;  and 
sometimes  general  nourishment  and  the  removal  of  the  exciting  cause  will 
speedily  restore  tlie  patient  to  his  normal  condition. 

Those  neuralgias  which  develop  later  in  life  are  attended  by  structural 
decay,  arterial  degeneration,  and  are  very  hopeless.  As  to  the  curability 
of  the  varieties  of  neuralgia,  that  of  the  fifth  nerve  is  most  persistent,  and 
intercostal  neuralgia  perhaps  least  so,  whilst  sciatica  holds  a  place  midway 
between  the  two.  As  an  example  of  a  severe  and  intractable  continued 
neuralgia,  connected  probably  with  angina  pectoris,  I  may  present  the 
case  of 

Lucy  L.  S.,  sixty-five ;  U.  S. ;  married.  Previous  History — When  a 
young  child  she  fell,  striking  her  right  eye  on  a  chair-post.  For  several 
days  it  was  supposed  she  had  lost  her  sight,  but  this  was  found  not  to  be 
the  case.  After  this  she  had  pain  in  the  left  side  and  shortness  of  breath, 
whenever  she  attempted  to  run.  At  twenty-one,  she  had  an  attack  of 
cerebral  hemorrhage,  which  affected  the  right  side,  but  there  was  no 
aphasia.  This  was  accompanied  by  anaesthesia,  which  has  never  entirely 
disappeared.  About  this  time  there  were  diplopia  and  ptosis — the  latter 
symptom  being  now  present.  Supposed  pulmonary  trouble  at  twenty-four. 
Married  at  twenty-five. 

"  Before  birth  of  my  second  child,  I  was  subject  to  dizziness,  and  neu- 
ralgia of  the  fifth  nerve,  which  was  most  intense  in  the  morning. 

AVhen  nearly  twenty-eight,  and  my  second  child  was  a  few  days  old, 
I  '  commenced  to  see  dark  spots,  sometimes  like  black  specks,  again 
like  circles  with  spotted  centres.'  When  this  child  was  three  or  four  weeks 
old,  sliarp  pain  commenced  in  i-ight  side  of  the  head.  After  sleep,  the 
pain  would  subside,  and  vision  would  improve.  At  intervals  of  from  three 
to  four  weeks,  or  wlien  tired,  these  blind  attacks  would  return,  accom- 
panied either  by  sharp  pain  or  dizziness  in  head.  For  the  next  eight  years 
I  was  comparatively  well,  having  occasional  '  blind  turns'  when  tired. 
At  these  times  my  forehead  would  feel  as  if  strings  were  being  pulled  in 
opposite  directions,  and  there  was  much  twitching  in  the  right  eye.  All 
these  years  there  was  some  pain  about  the  heart,  with  palpitation. 

At  forty-one  the  change  of  life  commenced,  and  I  suffered  several  years 
most  intensely. 

All  these  years  there  was  some  difficulty  around  the  heart.  Palpitation 
and  some  pain  at  intervals. 

For  the  past  three  years  pain  has  been  about  equally  divided  between 
head  and  heart ;  sometimes  commencing  in  one  and  sometimes  in  the 
other.  Some  six  months  ago  pain  seemed  to  be  settling  around  heart 
particularly.  Would  come  on  with  a  chill  and  creeping  sensation  up  the 
spine,  and  would  begin  with  a  whirling  in  left  side.  A  palpitation  of  the 
heart  would  come  on  if  excited  or  tired.  Outward  applications  and  medi- 
cine taken  seemed  to  drive  pain  across  from  left  side  to  right  shoulder. 
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AVoiild  go  into  right  side  of  tlio  head  ;  follow  down  right  arm  into  hand. 
Also  into  left  arm  and  hand.  Hands  have  been  mnch  drawn  up,  and 
streaked  with  red.  Wlien  pain  was  in  i'aee,  it  would  he  spotted  red  and 
wliite  on  right  side  only.  Wlien  severest  in  side  and  heart,  eyes  became 
set  in  head;  lace  livid,  and  blood  would  settle  under  miils.  After  endur- 
ing pain,  tremble  much  in  limbs." 

I  saw  the  patient  during  the  past  spring,  and  found  her  to  be  a  rather 
spare,  badly -non  risked  woman,  and  she  pi-esonted  the  following  symp- 
toms : — 

Ohjectwe — The  right  eye  AA^as  examined  aiid  found  to  be  sightless  ; 
the  retina  was  the  seat  of  an  old  neurosis,  with  atro])hy  of  the  disk.  There 
was  slightly  developed  ptosis,  of  this  eye,  and  some  keratitis,  corneal  opacity, 
and  ulceration,  so  that  she  was  obliged  to  wear  a  shade.  The  riglit  side 
of  the  face  was  slightly  anesthetic  and  analgesic.  -Zl^jsthesiometer  contact 
and  extremes  of  temperature  were  not  readily  perceived.  The  same  was 
the  case  in  the  skin  of  the  rigiit  arm,  forearm,  and  hand,  but  more  decidedly 
the  latter.  The  hand  presented  the  appearances  to  be  hereafter  described 
(sec  article  upon  Neuritis),  and  was  markedly  anaesthetic,  and  the  skin 
showed  evidence  of  impaired  nutrition.  The  right  lower  extremity  was  in 
a  much  better  condition.  There  was  very  slight  loss  of  motor  power  on 
tlie  right  side. 

Subjective  She  now  has  attacks  of  severe  facial  and  cervico-bracliial 

neuralgia  which  come  on  every  two  or  three  weeks,  and  has  had  one 
within  a  day  or  two  ;  there  is  still  some  tenderness  left  at  various  parts  of 
the  face  and  right  upper  extremity.  The  pain  seems  most  intense  in  the 
upper  branches  of  the  fifth,  and  has  never  affected  the  inferior  maxillary 
to  a  decided  degree.  The  arm-pain  and  head-pain  are  simultaneous  in 
their  onset,  and  are  preceded  by  the  ordinary  prodromata 'of  an  attack  of 
this  kind.  They  are  always  paroxysmal,  and  seem  to  reach  a  climax  and 
then  subside.  During  the  attack  the  eye  is  seemingly  "  forced  forwards." 
After  the  attack  she  is  entirely  free  from  pain.  With  the  seizure  there  is 
cardiac  trouble,  and  respiratory  trouble  which  suggests  some  impairment  of 
the  pneumogastric. 

She  never  has  convulsions  or  vomiting,  and  there  is  no  deep  localized 
pain  at  any  point  in  the  superior  aspect  of  the  cranium ;  but  all  pain  at  this 
point  is  superficial,  and  would  evidently  come  under  the  head  of  hyper- 
ajsthesia. 

In  this  case  there  is  a  decided  hereditary  history  of  nervous  disease. 

Treatment. — In  nine-tenths  of  the  cases  of  neuralgia  the  manage- 
ment of  the  disease  should  be  undertaken  with  the  assumption  that  the 
pain  is  due  to  lowered  functional  activity  and  depressed  tone  ;  and  while 
local  treatment  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  it  is  absolutely  imperative  that  the 
patient  should  be  supported,  and  that  drugs  which  improve  the  nutrition 
of  the  nervous  system  should  be  selected.  It  is  well  to  minutely  inquire 
into  the  existence  of  other  disease,  and  reference  to  what  I  have  already 
said  about  etiology  will  furnish  the  reader  with  such  hints  as  may  be  neces- 
sary. Should  menstrual  irregularities,  gastric  derangement,  or  constitu- 
tional diseases  be  found,  it  is  well,  I  may  say  absolutely  necessary,  that 
these  should  be  corrected  before  any  local  treatment  is  to  be  undertaken. 
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Neuml-ic  pain  is  very  variable  ;  aiul  altliougl.,  for  my  present  i.urpose,  I 
shall  make  use  of  two  expressions  to  denote  its  character,  there  is  mucli 
that  must  necessarily  remain  unsaid  in  regard  to  its  variation  and  pecu- 
liarities. 

I  shall  describe  the  i)ain  of  neuralgia  as  coarse  MuXfine,  two  divisions 
which,  though  somewllut  arbitrary,  are  useful  when  we  speak  of  treatment. 
Fine  neuralgic  pains  may  be  said  to  be  those  of  a  sharp  paroxysmal  cha- 
racter, leaving  behind  no  points  of  tenderness,  and  entirely  unconnected 
with  any  suspicion  of  neuritis.  Coarse  neuralgic  pains  may  be  said  to  in- 
clude the  brusque  pains,  which  bring  local  tenderness  and  soreness,  and 
are  aggravated  by  movement.  The  former  are  those  which  sometimes 
occur  during  migraine  and  functional  neuralgia  of  the  lighter  kinds ;  while 
the  coarse  pains  may  be  often  the  result  of  sciatica,  in  which  the  move- 
ment of  the  limb  in  walking  or  the  pressure  of  the  chair  is  sufficient  to 
give  rise  to  them.  In  one  form  of  the  latter  our  treatment  should  be  quite 
negative,  and  of  a  character  which  necessitates  the  use  of  counter-irritants, 
such  as  blisters  and  the  actual  cautery ;  while  the  former  is  best  treated 
by  remedies  which  either  increase  the  blood-supply  of  the  nervous  centres 
and  improve  their  tone,  or  allay  reflex  irritability.  The  treatment  of 
facial  neuralgia  or  migraine  should  be  the  following  :  The  use  of  diffusible 
stimidants;  muriate  of  ammonia  (FF.  93,  94)  being,  perhaps,  one  of  the 
best.  It  should  be  given  in  large  doses  quite  frequently,  beginning  with 
from  twenty  grains  to  a  drachm,  which  should  be  repeated  every  hour 
during  the  attack.  Coffee  and  tea,  or  their  alkaloids,  are  often  serviceable ; 
or  we  may  prescribe  guarana  (F.  94),  which  is  a  very  valuable  remedy, 
in  doses  of  half  a  drachm  to  a  drachm  every  hour.  I  have  never  wit- 
nessed any  bad  results  from  the  use  of  this  drug,  even  when  quite  large 
doses  were  taken.  The  powder  is  the  best  preparation.  .  Tr.  belladonna 
(FF.  44,  70,  7G),  given  in  small  repeated  doses,  does  much  good  if  the 
disease  be  of  a  reflex  character.  The  drugs  recommended  for  this  variety 
of  neuralgia  are  quite  as  numerous  as  most  of  them  are  useless.  The  alka- 
loids daturine  (F.  92),  and  conia  (F.  91),  have  been  used  in  obstinate  cases 
of  tic  epileptiform  with  varying  degrees  of  success,  but  great  care  should 
be  taken.  I  have  often  broken  up  an  attack  of  ordinary  facial  neuralgia 
with  a  cup  of  strong  hot  tea,  or  even  a  cup  of  hot  water  ;  and  now  have  a 
patient  who  has  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  an  emetic,  which  has  almost 
immediately  given  her  relief.  Cannabis  indica,  either  in  the  form  of  the 
extract  or  tinctui'e,  is  of  service  when  guarana  fails.  Its  use  should  be 
continued  for  several  months.  If  the  neuralgia  be  malarial,  a  "stiflf"  dose 
(say  twenty  grains)  of  quinine  rarely  fails  to  abate  the  paroxysm.  As 
local  applications,  various  stimulating  liniments  are  used,  the  best  I 
know  being  the  compound  soap-liniment ;  or  a  mixture  of  chloroform, 
tr.  aconite  and  camphor  (F.  63),  an  ointment  of  veratria  (F.  65),  or  of 
(chloral  and  camphor  (F.  G7),  sometimes  aflTord  relief,  and  I  have  wit- 
nessed the  good  effects  of  a  tincture  made  of  the  berries  of  the  belladonna 
(F.  95).    The  blister  or  actual  cautery  may  be  brought  into  requisition  if 
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fo.  P  pli  cal  20  Peroneal,  ac.  Acromial.  «r.  Circumflex.  7n<. Internal  humoral  E^t.c 
External  cutaneous.  .Tni.  c.  Internal  cutaneous,  c.  p.  Cutanoous  palmans  PalmarlH 
ulnaris.  m.  Median.  Rad.  Radial.  u.  Ulnar.  Mu,.  Sp.  Musculo-spiral  7ir..//j/.  Iho- 
hypo^-astric  /.  /.  Ilio-inguiual.  Laf.  Cut.  Lateral  cutaneous.  E  S.  External  spermatic. 
L,L: I.  Lambo-inguinal.  Pos.  0.  Posterior  cutaneous,  ob.  Obturator,  oom.  Commun.cat  ug 
peroneal.  In.  sa.  Internal  saphena.  Sup.  p.  Superficial  peroneal.  cf>m.  Posterior  median 
cutaneous.    Cpp.  Cutaneous  plautaris  proprlus.    PU.  Plautaris  lateralis. 

painful  points  are  found,  and  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  tlie  ether 
spray  just  iu  front  of  the  ear  in  migraine.  In  tic  douloureux  I  am  convinced 
that  tiiere  is  no  better  remedy  than  gelseminum  given  iu  large  doses,  begin- 
ning with  TTi^viij  to  TTLXV  of  the  tincture  or  fl.  extract  (F.  50).  My  friends 
Drs.  Kinnicutt  and  Clymer  have  both  mentioned  to  me  the  details  of  cases 
where  by  accident  the  patient  had  taken  toxic  doses  of  this  drug.  In  one 
of  these  the  disease  entirely  disappeared  after  the  alarming  effects  of  the 
remedy  had  passed  away.  Croton-chloral  (F.  47),  which  has  lately  been 
recommended  for  facial  neuralgia,  I  am  convinced  has  been  overpraised ; 
I  have  given  it  a  fair  trial,  and  have  rarely  found  it  of  any  use.  If  it  is 
employed  twice  a  day  in  twenty-grain  doses,  it  will  do  more  good  than 
in  the  small  repeated  doses.  The  removal  of  carious  teeth  is  often 
foUoAved  by  speedy  disappearance  of  the  disease.  Should  the  face  become 
tender,  as  it  not  uncommonly  does,  the  patient  should  be  directed  to  keep 
it  carefully  protected  by  cotton-batting;  and  if  painful  points  remain 
in  the  roof  of  the  mouth  or  gums,  they  may  be  lightly  touched  with  the 
hot  glass  rod  or  iron.  The  treatment  of  cervico-bracliial,  cervico-occipital, 
and  other  neuralgias  of  the  trunk  may  be  managed  after  very  much  the 
same  plan.  In  each  particular  case  of  course  the  treatment  varies.  If 
there  be  a  diathetic  condition,  such  as  syphilis,  mercurial  inunctions, 
baths,  and  specific  treatment  (FF.  17, 18,  19,20,  45)  are  to  be  made  use  of 
in  conjunction  with  local  applications.  The  advantage  of  large  doses  of 
quinine  in  cachectic  headaches,  as  well  as  in  intercostal  or  lumbo-abdo- 
minal  neuralgia,  especially  if  there  be  an  herpetic  eruption,  I  have  men- 
tioned. In  these  forms,  as  well  as  in  ovarian  neuralgia,  the  use  of  local 
cold,  such  as  may  be  obtained  by  ice-balgs,  or  the  application  of  blisters, 
is  very  efficacious.  The  actual  cautery,  employed  to  make  sweeping 
strokes  along  the  course  of  the  nerve,  or  down  the  back  on  either  side  of 
the  spinous  processes,  and  in  paths  which  run  at  right  angles  to  the  lon- 
gitudinal "  stripes,"  may  be  brought  into  requisition,  and  applied  twice  or 
thrice  weekly.  Sciatica  sometimes  demands  most  obstinate  treatment. 
The  actual  cautery,  and  even  nerve-stretching,  may  be  necessaiy  ;  but  in 
the  majority  of  cases  galvanization  of  the  nerve  does  great  good,  and 
should  be  faithfully  tried  before  anything  else  is  done. 

Electricity  affords  very  decided  relief  in  this  disease ;  and  galvanism, 
when  judiciously  employed,  rarely  fails  to  modify,  if  not  cure  neuralgia. 
In  facial  neuralgia  it  should  be  applied  to  the  nerve  by  small  sponge-covered 
electrodes,  one  pole  being  placed  just  behind  the  condyle  of  the  jaw,  and 
the  other  held  for  a  few  minutes  over  the  supra-orbital  and  infra-orbital 
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lommiiKi,  or  over  the  symphysis  of  tlie  lower  jiuv.  Tlie  current  sliould  be 
(lie  dircet  (I'roni  positive  to  negative,  tlie  negative  pole  being  ])eripberal). 
The  admirable  [jlates  of  Beard  and  Rockwell,  and  the  suggestions  of 
Ziemssen,  will  enable  the  reader  to  compreliend  tlie  situation  of  the  ])oints 
corresponding  to  the  supei'ficial  course  of  tlie  various  nerve-trunks,  so  that 
they  shall  be  brought  most  readily  under  the  influence  of  the  current. 
Faradism  of  the  intercostal  nerves,  and  of  regions  of  distribution  of 
terminal  filaments  of  other  nerves  in  various  neuralgias,  is  of  great  service, 
and  rarely  fails  to  afford  relief  in  sciatica.  I  have  seen  pleurodynia  dis- 
appear in  ten  minutes  after  the  use  of  the  faradic  current.  The  following 
case  shows  the  value  of  electrical  treatment. 

Mr.  S.  After  constant  exposure  during  the  war,  the  patient  con- 
ti-acted  a  low  typhoid  fever,  which  left  liim  weak  and  emaciated  for  a 
long  time.  Since  18G8  he  has  had  twinges  of  pain  down  the  back  |)art  of 
the  leg,  which  have  left  him  in  a  perpetual  state  of  misery,  with  only  oc- 
casional intervals  of  several  months  when  he  is  absolutely  free  from  pain. 
In  winter  his  trouble  is  worse,  and  any  exposure  will  immediately  pro- 
duce a  severe  attack  of  neuralgic  yjain.  Any  indiscretion  in  his  diet  will 
also  be  followed  by  the  sciatica.  He  had  gone  (lirougli  the  usual  siege  of 
medication,  including  morphine,  hypodermics,  and  stimulating  lotions, 
lie  came  to  me  in  July,  1871,  when  I  made  applications  of  galvanism  to 
the  nerve  by  the  conical  sponge-electrode,  the  s])onge  being  held  firmly 
over  the  obturator  foramen.  At  the  first  visit  his  pain  was  excessive,  but 
after  fifteen  minutes'  application  he  left,  feeling  a  sense  of  relief  which  he 
had  not  known  for  months.  Two  months  and  a  half  of  this  treatment 
were  sufficient  to  dispel  the  pain,  which  did  not  recur.  Four  months 
afterwards,  he  made  a  visit,  when  he  stated  that  he  had  not  had  any  re- 
turn. 

In  the  treatment  of  neuralgic  attacks  the  hypodermic  syringe  has 
])layed  a  very  important  part.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  has  been  abused, 
and  I  have  become  painfully  aware  that  individuals  have  thus  acquired 
the  habit  of  opium  and  morphine  self-administration.  For  the  radical  cure 
of  certain  varieties  of  neuralgia,  the  hypodermic  syringe  has  no  equal. 
My  friend.  Dr.  T.  M.  B.  Cross,  was  the  first,  I  believe,  to  use  deep  in- 
jections of  morphine  in  sciatica.  He  has  recommended  that  the  point  of 
the  syringe  needle  be  carried  down  to  the  sheath  of  the  nerve,  and  the 
contents  of  the  barrel  gradually  expelled.  Strange  to  say,  very  few  acci- 
dents have  followed  its  use,  although  the  wounding  of  an  artery  is  not  an 
impossibility.  Chloroform  has  been  used  hypodermically  by  Bartholow,^ 
and  with  great  success,  and  though  I  have  produced  abscesses  in  this  way, 
I  am  inclined  now  to  acknowledge  its  value  as  a  therapeutic  measure. 
Mort)hine  and  atropine  (F.  59),  daturine  (F.  92),  ergotine  (F.  60),  and 
other  alkaloids  are  constantly  used,  and  sometimes  afford  relief,  which  is 
generally  temporary,  but  occasionally  permanent.  The  general  treatment 
is,  however,  all  important,  and  iron,  strychnine,  arsenic,  cod-liver  oil, 
and  phosphorus  (FF.  24,  25,  26,  8,  9,  10,  32)  rank  high  as  valuable 
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remedies.  I  have  s[)okon  of  quinine.  I  may  uild  tliiit  wiien  friven  con- 
tiniionsly,  eitiior  in  combination  or  alone,  it  cannot  fail  to  do  good.  Plios- 
pliorus  always  does  good,  except  in  i'orms  of  neuralgia  which  arc  not 
directly  dependent  u|)on  depraved  nutrition,  and  are  due  to  cold  or  at- 
tended by  infianimatory  conditions.  Thompson's  solution  (F.  2o)  is  tiio 
best  preparation.  Salt  air,  with  alternations  of  mountain  air,  nourishing 
diet,  which  should  include  a  large  proportion  of  non-nitrogenous  I'ood, 
attention  to  the  daily  habits,  the  removal  of  fecal  accumulations,  and  tiio 
re-establishment  of  menstrual  regularity  are  of  the  greatest  importance, 
ami  should  be  accomplished  if  possible. 
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CHAPTER  XYL 

DISEASES  OF  THE  PERIPHERAL  NERVES  (Continued). 

NEURITIS. 

Symptoms — Inflammation  of  a  nerve  is  expressed  chiefly  by  sore- 
ness and  tenderness,  and  not  by  the  darting  or  paroxysmal  jjain  which 
constitutes  neuralgia.  When  confined  to  the  nerve-trunk  various  depraved 
conditions  of  sensibility,  motility,  and  trophism  may  follow,  which  are 
expressed  by  cutaneous  and  muscular  changes ;  and  the  course  of  the  nerve 
can  usually  be  marked  with  great  exactness,  for  pressure  produces  great 
pain.  The  skin  may  be  red  or  the  seat  of  bullous  or  pemphigous  erup- 
tions. Of  course  very  much  depends  upon  the  character  and  importance  of 
the  nerve  affected.  Some  of  the  nerves  of  sensibility,  such  as  the  fifth,  when 
subject  to  neuritis,  are  followed  by  symptoms  different  from  those  which 
occur  when  the  seventh  or  one  of  the  mixed  nerves  is  affected.  Peripheral 
inflammation  of  the  external  portion  of  the  seventh  is  often  the  cause  of 
facial  paralysis,  and  neuritis  of  the  fifth  may  occasion  disorders  of  sensi- 
bility as  M'ell  as  ulceration  of  the  cornea  and  other  trophic  phenomena. 
With  neuritis  there  is  not  infrequently  loss  of  tactile  sensibility  and 
sense  of  appreciation  of  temperature,  though  in  the  beginning  the  skin  is 
hyperaasthetic,  and  the  pain  is  aggravated  by  contact  with  cold  or  hot  sub- 
stances. Erb  speaks  of  acute  and  chronic  neuritis,  the  former  depending 
upon  traumatism,  sloughing,  or  cancer,  and  beginning  with  a  chill,  fol- 
lowed by  fever,  headache,  and  sleeplessness.  The  pain  commences  in  the 
affected  member,  and  extends,  until  finally  chronic  neuritis  is  progressive, 
the  inflammation  spreading,  and  involving  new  nerves.  This  extension 
may  be  recognized  by  the  fresh  appearance  of  pain  in  new  localities  ;  by 
painful  points  (Valleix's)  at  new  regions,  by  difference  in  the  form  of  pain, 
and  by  variations  attending  pressure  ;  the  whole  limb  is  affected.  This 
author,  as  well  as  Mitchell,  considers  that  it  is  most  intense  at  night,  and 
that  it  is  augmented  by  movement.  Mitchell  has  observed  intense  hys- 
terical excitement,  and  even  delirium.  A  red  line  usually  marks  the 
course  of  the  affected  nerve,  and  there  may  be  patches  of  herpes  or  pem- 
phigus, or  the  skin  may  be  edematous.  In  one  case,  observed  at  the  Epi- 
leptic Hospital,  the  patient,  a  negress,  presented  symptoms  of  neuritis  of 
the  anterior  tibial  nerve,  and  the  skin  of  the  fore  part  of  the  right  leg  was 
tense,  shiny,  and  exquisitely  sensitive.  A  marked  rigor  ushered  in  its 
development,  and  there  were  subsequently  nausea  and  vomiting.  Her 
pulse  was  feeble  and  rapid,  and  she  could  not  sleep,  and  entirely  lost  her 
appetite.  There  was  no  inflammation  whatever  of  the  skin  or  muscular 
tissue,  and  the  acute  pain  subsided  in  a  few  weeks,  but  there  remained  a 
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condition  of  great  tenderness.  Hot  and  cold  applications  increased  the 
pain. 

Paralysis  may  follow,  and  is  by  no  means  uncommon.  The  patient 
generally  recovers  in  a  month  or  so,  and  sometimes  in  a  shorter  time,  but 
tiie  neural  condition  never  entirely  disappears.  In  the  chronic  form  the 
onset  may  be  gradual  or  spontaneous,  or  follow  an  acute  attack.  I  liave 
sufficiently  sketched  the  symptoms,  .and  will  only  add  that  muscular  cramps, 
tremor,  or  permanent  contractures  sometimes  form  very  distressing  sequelas, 
and  with  these  there  is  paralysis.  Anesthesia  or  hyperassthesia  is  con- 
nected with  neuritis,  the  former  being  of  late  appearance.  Erb  calls 
attention  to  the  comparative  immunity  of  the  motor  nerves,  as  paralysis 
does  not  follow  until  after  a  long  train  of  sensory  disturbances,  but  reflex 
disturbances  are  not  uncommon.  These  may  consist  in  remote  nerve  pain, 
cramps  of  distal  muscles,  or  hysterical  attacks.  The  electric  excitability 
in  the  early  stages  is  exaggerated  later,  or  it  is  lost,  and  if  there  be  para- 
lysis there  is  very  marked  muscular  atrophy  as  a  consequence,  and  electric 
contractility  disappears  altogether.  By  far  the  most  interesting  changes 
are  those  of  a  trophic  character.  Weir  Mitchell  has  presented  the  most 
complete  description  of  these  structural  alterations.  The  finger-nails  lose 
their  normal  character,  and  become  horny  and  curved,  and  the  skin 
becomes  rough  and  is  sometimes  exfoliated. 

As  additional  evidences  of  this  defective  nutrition,  "  hang  nails,"  crack- 
ing of  the  skin  and  other  slight  changes  from  its  healthy  condition  are 
striking  indications.    The  illustration  (Fig.  50)  which  1  produce  is  from 

Fig.  50. 


Trophic  Cliaugo  of  the  Slcin. 


the  photograph  of  a  patient  whose  hand  had  been  aniesthetic  for  some 
years.  The  skin  is  hard,  the  palmar  furrows  are  sharp  and  exaggerated, 
and  the  bases  are  red  or  purple,  somewhat  resembling  the  samiT^appear' 
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ance  in  the  cutaneous  flexure  of  tlie  knee,  elbow,  or  other  articulating 
parts  in  certain  forms  of  chronic  eczema. 

Causes — Tiic  acute  variety  is  dependent  upon  injuries  of  various 
kinds.  1  liave  seen  one  case  which  followed  a  carbuncle  situated  upon  the 
inner  surface  of  tlie  forearm,  and  Mitcliell  reports  several  cases  following 
gunshot  wounds.  Flying  splinters,  fractures,  and  blows  are  various  trau- 
matic causes,  while  the  extension  of  cancerous  disease  or  slougliing  may 
produce  a  neuritis.  Cold,  rheumatism,  and  sypliilis  enter  into  the  etiology 
of  the  affection,  and  Mitcliell  has  produced  a  neuritis  Ijy  the  local  apjdica- 
tion  of  ice.  In  one  case  of  facial  spasm,  for  which  1  used  the  ether  spray, 
I  was  disagreeably  surprised  to  find  a  remaining  neuritis  of  the  portio 
dura,  which  lasted  for  some  time. 

Beau  has  directed  attention  to  forms  of  neuritis  of  the  intercostal  nerves 
which  undoubtedly  arose  from  pleurisy  and  pleuro-i)neumonia.  Typhoid 
fever,  diphtheria,  and  other  diseases  of  a  febrile  nature  are  not  infre- 
cjuently  attended  by  neuritis,  and  in  one  case  of  typhus,  reported  by  Bern- 
hardt, a  neuritis  involved  the  musculo-spinal  nerve. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology  Inflammation  of  a  nerve- 
trunk  produces  very  decided  changes  in  its  appearance.  It  becomes 
swollen,  is  of  a  pinkish  hue,  and  there  is  often  an  exudation  which  is  found 
between  the  fasiculi  ;  this  may  be  also  of  a  reddish  color.  The  micro- 
scopical appearance  of  the  nerve  is  still  more  characteristic.  The  nerve- 
fibres  undergo  marked  changes  ;  the  axis,  cylinder,  and  the  medullary  con- 
tents are  disintegrated  ;  the  neurilemma  may  be  distended  by  serous  exu- 
dation, and  the  bloodvessels  are  enlarged  and  in  places  ruptured,  so  that 
blood-elements  may  be  found  scattered  in  different  regions.  In  later  stages 
there  may  be  atrophy  or  fatty  degeneration.  In  chronic  neuritis  these 
appearances  of  advanced  degenerative  changes  are  found  to  consist  in 
proliferation  of  connective  tissues,  and  this  takes  place  as  an  interstitial 
formation.  Degeneration  of  the  minute  nerve-elements,  deposition  of  oil- 
globules,  and  sclerosed  patches  are  found  in  old  cases. 

If  the  inflammatory  action  be  very  severe,  the  nerve  will  be  found  to  be; 
completely  destroyed  by  sloughing.  The  nerve  may  be  found  the  seat  of 
enlargements,  which  are  to  be  seen  at  different  localities  in  its  course, 
and  at  each  of  these  points  there  may  be  a  different  kind  of  change.  In- 
flammation of  a  nerve-trunk,  as  I  have  said,  is  first  attended  by  sensory 
changes,  which  may  be  local,  or  in  other  parts  ;  as  the  result  of  reflected 
irritability ;  afterwards  trophic  changes  may  result  either  from  the  pro- 
duction of  some  pressure  upon  other  parts,  or  through  loss  of  function  of 
the  nerve  itself. 

Diagnosis  The  limitation  of  the  pain,  its  aggravation  by  pressure, 

its  constancy,  and  its  character,  enable  us  to  generally  distinguish  it  from 
neuralgia.  In  chronic  neuritis  it  is  not  so  easy  to  make  such  a  diagnosis. 
The  painful  points  found  in  neuralgia  may  be  mistaken  for  the  sensitive 
spots  in  neuritis.  I  have  seen  very  few  cases  in  which  the  pain  of  neuritis 
was  not  constant,  and  this  is  not  the  case  in  neuralgia,  which  is  essentially 
a  paroxysmal  disease.    Painful  swelling  of  the  nerve  and  paralysis  of  mus- 
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des  supplied  are  also  evidences  of  neuritis,  which  will  aid  us  in  discover- 
in"-  the  nature  of  the  affection. 

Muscular  rheumatism  has  been  spoken  of  by  Erb  as  a  condition  witii 
which  tlie  disease  under  consideration  may  be  confounded.  I  consider 
such  a  distinction  to  be  a  refinement  of  diagnosis  which  cannot  be  made. 
"  Muscular  rheumatism"  is,  after  all.  a  low  grade  of  diffused  neuritis, 
and  the  most  we  can  do  is  to  discover  the  cause  of  such  pain. 

Erysipelas,  thrombosis,  and  embolism  are  distinguished  by  the  evidences 
of  subcutaneous  swelling,  oedema,  etc.,  and  by  their  somewhat  diffuse 
character. 

The  presence  of  a  traumatism  should  be  taken  into  account,  and  its  nature 
investigated. 

Prognosis  Structural  alteration  of  a  nerve  must  follow  an  inflam- 
mation such  as  has  been  described,  and  unless  the  symptoms  have  been 
very  slight  there  is  a  tendency  to  continuance,  so  that  an  attack  of  acute 
neuritis°assumes  a  chronic  character.  If  the  inflammation  has  advanced 
centrally,  so  that  a  new  plexus  is  involved,  the  prognosis  is  very  bad. 
Treatment  has  much  to  do  in  some  cases  with  prognosis. 

Treatment.— To  Mitchell  we  are  indebted  for  excellent  directions 
for  the  management  of  neuritis.  He  tried  elevations  of  the  leg  or  arm, 
while  bladders  of  ice  were  applied  to  every  part  of  the  limb,  and  gr. 
liypodermic  doses  of  atropia,  with  gr.  doses  of  sulph.  of  morphia,  were 
injected  every  four  hours,  or  oftener.  He  has  used  leeches,  so  that  con- 
siderable local  abstraction  of  blood  should  take  place.  Perfect  quiet  is 
highly  important,  and  he  recommends  splints  for  the  purpose.  I  have 
used  the  plaster  bandage  in  a  way  to  leave  the  course  of  the  painful  nerve 
exposed.  The  actual  cautery  is  invaluable,  especially  when  the  disease  is 
chronic,  and  it  should  be  freely  applied  along  the  painful  tract.  Faradi- 
zation does  good,  but  I  have  no  faith  in  the  galvanic  current,  wliich  only 
increases  the  pain.  Hypodermics,  either  of  morphia,  atropia,  or  ergotine 
(FF.  59,  60,  61),  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  painful  point,  may  be  continued 
for  some  time,  with  the  effect  of  diminishing  the  pain  and  the  violence  of 
the  inflammation.  Large  doses  of  iodide  of  potassium  are  of  especial 
service;  and  I  have  lately  recommended  inunctions  of  mercurial  ointment 
with  excellent  results.  This  latter  treatment  is  that  which  we  are  to 
employ  when  syphilis  is  suspected  ;  and  the  good  effects  are  sometimes  seen 
in  a  few  days.  Asa  dernier  ressoi-t  nerve-section  may  be  resorted  to;  but 
if  the  neuritis  has  involved  a  nerve-plexus  it  does  no  good.  It  is  only 
M'hen  a  peripheral  nerve  is  affected  that  it  removes  the  disease. 

In  nerve-stretching — a  new  and  extremely  valuable  surgical  procedure 
— we  possess  a  means  winch,  tliougli  not  extensively  tested  as  yet. 
promises  to  be  of  great  service.  The  nerve  is  exposed,  and  forcibly  pulled, 
so  that  the  limb  sliall  be  raised.  In  one  instance  the  portion  of  the  lower 
extremity,  including  the  leg  and  foot,  was  drawn  up  by  tlie  sciatic,  whicli 


had  been  bared  in  its  course  down  the  thigh. 
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ANAESTHESIA. 

Symptoms — An  impairment  or  loss  of  cutaneous  or  muscular  sensi- 
bility, eitlier  localized  or  exiejisive,  may  be  the  result  of  central  disease,  or 
it  may  be  of  a  strictly  peripheral  nature.  It  is  of  the  latter  that  I  now 
propose  to  speak. 

The  ana3stliesia  may  imply  loss  of  the  sense  of  appreciation  of  extremes 
of  temperature,  contact,  or  painful  impressions. 

In  the  optic  nerve,  amaurosis  is  a  result,  and  with  this  there  is  commonly 
antesthesia  of  the  ciliary  nerve,  so  that  the  influence  of  light  possesses  no 
irritant  effect.  Deafness  follows  auditory  anaesthesia,  and  loss  of  taste 
antesthesia  of  the  lingual  nerve. 

Anaesthesia  and  analgesia  may  exist  alone  or  in  complication,  and  we.are 
constantly  reminded  of  this  state  in  cases  where  operations  are  performed 
on  insensible  parts,  the  individual  only  feeling  the  power  of  traction  or  the 
contact  of  the  surgical  instrument.  This  is  often  observed  in  some  of  the 
uterine  operations  ;  and  Dieffenbach^  alludes  to  the  anajsthetic  condition 
produced  by  some  of  the  agents  employed,  which  only  blunt  sensibility, 
■while  the  sense  of  contact  still  is  preserved.  I  have  myself  witnessed  this 
phenomenon  in  patients  in  whom  local  antesthesia  had  been  used. 

In  cutaneous  antesthesia  a  warm  or  cold  body  is  not  appreciated  as 
such,  but  the  individual  can  sometimes  tell  its  shape,  or  feel  the  pressure 
made.  A  lump  of  ice  is  said  to  be  irregular.  The  button  of  the  heated 
cautery  iron,  if  pressed  against  the  skin,  produces  no  discomfort,  but  only 
a  sense  of  weight.  This  loss  of  tactile  sensibility  is  generally  abolished, 
however,  or  greatly  diminished.  The  patient  will  either  not  feel  the 
points  of  the  ajsthesionieter  at  all,  or,  if  he  does,  will  be  unable  to  tell  how 
widely  they  are  separated. 

The  local  temperature  and  vascular  supply  are  altered  in  many  cases,  so 
that  the  warmth  of  the  spot  which  has  become  anaesthetic  is  a  degree  or 
two  below  that  of  the  sound  parts  adjacent.  The  vascular  alterations  are 
attended  by  bloodlessness  and  whiteness  of  the  affected  region.  This 
diminished  blood-supply  of  course  invites  pathological  alterations  of  nutri- 
tion, for,  when  subjected  to  influences  of  temperature  or  injury  which  other 
normal  districts  would  bear  without  damage,  the  anaesthetic  skin  becomes 
rapidly  altered  as  far  as  its  integrity  is  concerned.  Eomberg^  alludes  to 
the  occurrence  of  blisters  and  ulcerations  which  were  readily  caused  during 
cold  weather;  and  I  have  repeatedly  seen  the  effects  of  injurious  pressure, 
of  surgical  operations,  and  of  the  application  of  irritants.  In  one  patient 
brought  to  me  I  was  surprised  to  find  an  extensive  ulceration  of  the  skin 
of  the  forearm,  which  had  resulted  from  the  use  of  a  stimulating  liniment 
which  the  patient  had  used  with  the  idea  of  improving  an  antesthetic  state 
dependent  upon  rheumatism. 


'  Du  iEthergegen  den  Sehmerz,  1847,  p.  61. 

*  Manual  of  the  Nervous  Diseases  of  Man,  p.  202. 
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Ancesthesia  of  the  Fifth  Pam— This  form  of  ana'sthesia  is  commonly 
of  peripheral  origin,  and  of  thirty-iive  cases  collected  by  Ortel-Ebrard '  it 
resulted  but  nine  times  from  intracranial  tumors.  It  is  of  spontaneous 
origin  usually ;  and  tlie  upper  branch  is  most  profoundly  affected,  so  tliat 
the^loss  of  sensibility  is  limited  to  tlie  brow  and  region  al)out  tlie  eye,  by 
anajsthcsia  of  the  cornea,  and  consequent  nutritive  changes  in  tliat  part  of 
the  optical  apparatus.  A  case  of  this  kind  was  reported  by  Dr.  H.  D. 
Noyes,'  of  New  York,  in  which  there  was  very  decided  sloughing  of  the 
cornea.  The  phenomena  following  ancesthesia  of  tliis  nerve  may  be  tlnis 
tabulated : — 

/  Anajstliesia  of  upper  eyelid 

Involvement  of  ophthalmic  branch.  <     ami  forehead.  Irritating 

(    substances  are  not  felt, 
r  Ano3sthesia  of  middle  por- 
Involvement  of  superior  maxillary  branch.  }     tion  of  face.  Insensibility 

(    of  gums  of  upper  jaw. 
'Ansesthesia  of  skin  of  lower 
portion  of  face  ;  increased 
Involvement  of  inferior  maxillary  branch.  ^     flow  of  saliva  ;  mastication 

difficult ;  gums  of  lower 
jaw  insensible. 

The  patient  sometimes  finds  that  the  edge  of  the  tumbler  or  vessel  from 
which  he  drinks  occasionally  feels  as  if  it  were  broken.  Several  of  these 
cases  are  reported  by  Bell.'  In  one  of  my  cases  the  patient  could  not 
spit  in  a  straight  line,  while  the  secretion  of  saliva  was  quite  abundant. 
This  same  patient  complained  that  his  gums  were  insensitive.  These 
peculiar  buccal  and  labial  symptoms  are  generally  early  and  prominent 
expressions.  Sense  of  smell  and  sensibility  of  the  nostrils  and  tongue  are 
lost  when  other  branches  are  afl'ected. 

"When  the  radial  nerve  is  the  seat  of  the  peripheral  trouble,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  back  of  the  hand  retains  its  sensibility.  The  lower  ex- 
tremities may  be  affected  when  the  condition  is  the  result  of  jiressure 
made  upon  the  sciatic,  and  in  the  case  of  several  skin-diseases  the  loss  of 
sensibility  may  be  general.  Leprosy,  syphilitic  alopecia,  and  other  skin- 
diseases  may  all  be  attended  by  loss  of  cutaneous  sensation,  which  is  the 
result  of  local  dermal  alteration  of  function.  Bulkley*  has  very  ably 
considered  this  subject. 

Causes. — Cutaneous  anassthesia  may  be  due  to  pressure  made  upon 
a  nerve-trunk  in  its  course,  or  to  the  compression  of  peripheral  areas  of 
greater  or  less  extent,  or  to  local  impairment  of  function  by  exposure  to 

'  Paralysie  du  Trijemiueau,  Thfese  Paris,  1867. 

*  N.  Y.  MedicalJournal,  1871. 

'  The  Nervous  System,  etc.,  3d  cd.,  p.  338,  el  seq. 

*  The  Relations  of  the  Nervous  System  to  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  Arehiv.  of 
Elect,  and  Neurology,  1874-5. 
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cold,  to  certain  cliciiiiciils,  or  to  like  agents  ;  wliile  general  diKeases,  such 
as  syphilis  or  rliciiniatism,  by  local  disease  and  infiltration,  greatly  alter 
the  function  of  cutaneous  nerve-filaments.  Intense  cold,  liniments  which 
contain  aconite,  or  long  immersion  of  the  hands  in  fluid  of  any  kind,  will 
result  in  a  loss  of  sensibility.  One  of  my  [jatients  was  a  dyer,  whose  hands 
were  kept  in  warm  dye-licpiids  for  many  hours  ;  and  some  of  the  French 
writers  give  examples  of  the  disease  among  washerwomen.  Alkaline 
fluids  are  more  favorable  to  its  production  than  any  others.  Tight  splints, 
blows,  diphtheria  and  other  acute  maladies,  hysteria,  and  several  other 
conditions  play  a  part  in  its  etiology. 

Diagnosis — Peripheral  anossthesia  must  be  diagnosed  from  the  cen- 
tral condition,  and  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  bear  in  mind  not  only 
the  anatomical  arrangement  of  the  nervous  supply,  but  the  coexistence  or 
absence  of  symptoms  of  central  disturbance.  Among  the  latter  are  loss 
of  power,  which  usually  accompanies  the  anajsthesia,  or  one  or  more  of  the 
many  symptoms  previously  alluded  to. 

Trigeminal  anassthesia  is,  perhaps,  more  difficult  to  trace  out  than  that 
of  other  nerves.  Romberg'  thus  enumerates  the  indications  of  anesthesia 
of  peripheral  or  central  origin  : — 

"  a.  The  more  the  aniEstliesia  is  confined  to  single  filaments  of  the  tri- 
geminus, the  more  peripheral  the  seat  of  the  cause  will  be  found  to  be. 

"  b.  If  the  loss  of  sensation  affects  a  portion  of  the  facial  surface,  to- 
gether with  the  corresponding  facial  cavity,  the  disease  may  be  assumed 
to  involve  the  sensory  fibres  of  the  fifth  pair  before  they  separate  to  be 
distribiited  to  their  respective  destinations;  in  other  words,  a  main  divi- 
sion must  be  affected  before  or  after  its  passage  through  the  cranium. 

"  c.  When  the  entire  sensory  tract  of  the  fifth  nerve  has  lost  its  power, 
and  there  are  at  the  same  time  derangements  of  the  nutritive  functions  in 
the  affected  parts,  the  Gasserian  ganglion,  or  the  nerve  in  its  immediate 
vicinity,  is  the  seat  of  the  disease. 

"  <?.  If  the  antesthesia  of  the  fifth  nerve  is  complicated  with  disturbed 
functions  of  adjoining  cerebral  nerves,  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  cause 
is  seated  at  the  base  of  the  brain." 

Prognosis  It  is  by  no  means  bad  after  the  cause  is  removed. 

AntEsthesia  from  pressure  is  rapidly  restored,  provided  the  mechanical 
injury  be  not  too  great.  If  there  be  division  of  the  nerve,  the  process  of 
reparation,  which  rarely  extends  for  more  than  a  few  months,  is  followed  by 
a  healthy  return.   "With  syphilis  and  the  skin  diseases  the  case  is  different. 

Treatment  Electricity  offers  the  best  mode  of  relief.    The  wire 

brush  and  faradic  current  are  to  be  employed  every  day;  and  at  the  same 
time  applications  of  alternate  heat  and  cold,  friction  and  massage,  are 
useful  adjuvants. 


'  Komberg.  A  Manual  of  the  Nervous  Diseases  of  Man.  Sydenham  trans., 
vol.  i.  p.  213,  et  seq. 
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TUMORS  OF  NERVES. 
Synonym. — Nemomata. 

A  nerve  may  be  the  seat  of  cither  a  sypliilitic,  cancerous,  sarcomatous, 
myxomatous,  or  other  growth  which  may  involve  or  destroy  some  point  in 
its  continuity,  or  form  as  a  benignant  tumor  at  its  point  of  severance. 

Very  little  has  been  written  upon  this  important  subject;  but  among  the 
most  valuable  contributions  to  tlie  literature  of  nerve-tumors  is  an  excel- 
lent thesis  by  Foucault,'  and  various  scattered  articles  by  Verneuil,-  Lc 
Fort,  Axenfeld,  Roger,  and  others. 

Nerve-tumors  may  be  classified  as  neuromata  (nervous  neuroma  of 
Weber)  and  medullary  nerve-tumors,  which  involve  the  nervous  structure 
itself;  and  pseudo-neuromata,  wliich  include  the  fibromata,  myxomata, 
epithelioma,  as  well  as  cysts  and  tumors  of  a  like  character. 

INIedullary  or  ganglion  tumors  are  quite  rare,  and  are  of  a  hyperplastic 
character.  Lebert"  described  a  neuroma  of  the  superior  cervical  ganglion, 
in  which  all  traces  of  true  nervous  matter  had  disappeared,  and  naught 
remained  but  a  fibro-fatty  structure.  Robin*  has  found  a  neuroma  in  the 
solar  plexus,  and  Virchow  has  also  brought  forward  examples. 

Neuroma  of  nervous  fasciculi  {nevromes  fasciciiUs)  include  the  little 
painful  tumors  which  are  met  with  after  amputation,  which  give  rise  to 
stump  neuralgia,  and  attain  the  size  ofte;i  of  a  hazel-nut.  Dupuytren," 
CorniF  and  Ranvier,  Axmann^  and  Weissman,-^  have  all  described  their 
appearance  and  structure,  which  is  fibi-ous  and  hard,  and  the  nerve-tubes 
are  tortuous  and  interlaced. 

The  pseudo-neuromata  are  of  many  varieties.  They  are  developed 
usually  in  the  course  of  the  nerve,  and  the  neurilemma  is  thickened,  and 
should  the  nerve  be  cut  across,  a  white  or  yellowish  hardening  will  be 
presented.  Should  the  tumor  be  fibrous,  the  peculiar  microscopical  appear- 
ance may  be  observed.  Fibromata  I'arely  exceed  the  size  of  an  almond ; 
but  when  there  is  any  fluid  found,  as  in  the  case  of  fibro-cystic  tumors, 
the  volume  of  the  enlargement  may  be  much  greater. 

The  accompanying  cut  represents  a  sarcoma  of  the  ulnar  nerve,  and  was 
observed  by  Demarquay  at  the  Maison  Municipale  de  Sant<5. 

Nerve-tumors  prefer  the  nerves  of  the  upper  and  lower  extremities,  and 
in  the  leg  the  posterior  tibial  nerve  seems  to  be  a  common  site.  It  is  not 
uncommon  to  find  a  great  many  tumors  of  this  kind  existing  at  the  same 
time.    In  one  case  reported  by  Foucault,  1400  of  them  were  found,  but 


'  Sru-  les  Turaeurs  des  Nerves  Mixtes,  Thfese,  1872. 

2  Ardi.  deMed.,  tome  xvili.  1861. 

3  M6ni.  de  k  Sec.  de  CHn.  1853,  3  fiisc. 
Comptes  Rendus  de  la  See.  de  Biol.,  1854. 

5  Loc.  eit. 

^  M6moircs  de  la  Soc.  Biologic,  t.  v.,  3d  s6rie,  1863. 

^  Bcitz,  zur.  mikr.  Anat.  du  Ganglion  Ncrvensystems,  Berlin,  1853, 

^  Ueber  Ncrvennenbildung  (Zeltschr.  f.  Rationnelle  Med.  1859). 
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Fig.  51. 


tliis  is  exceptional,  and  it  is  probable  tiiat  multiple  neuromata  are  more 
frequently  found  in  patients  wlio  are  of  the  cancerous,  syphilitic,  or  some 
other  diathesis.  Very  often  tiiese  growths,  the  result  of  injury,  are 
subcutaneous.  In  one  of  my  cases  the  growth  was  found  at  the  elbow  at 
the  exposed  site  of  the  ulnar  nerve,  and  its  origin  followed  a  blow  upon 
that  [)art. 

Pain,  as  I  have  said,  is  the  prominent  symptom  of  such  growths.  This 
pain  may  appear  ui)on  the  tumor,  but  usually  follows  its 
establisliment.  It  may  be  localized  or  diffused,  or  may 
be  provoked  by  pressure  on  the  spot  or  spots  which  mark 
the  site  of  the  growth ;  for,  when  the  tumors  are  multi- 
ple, of  course  the  sensory  troubles  are  equally  numerous. 
The  pain  may  radiate  from  the  tumor,  or  may  dart  down 
or  up  tlie  affected  nerve.  It  is  not  so  intense  with  fibro- 
mata, syphilomata,  or  sarcomata,  or  when  the  tumor  is 
composed  mainly  of  true  nervous  tissue,  as  is  the  cjise  in 
stump  growths,  and  in  these  examples  it  is  productive  of 
severe  neuralgia  of  a  reflex  character.  Spjisms,  perma- 
nent muscular  contractions,  and  sometimes  a  peculiar  con- 
striction of  the  thorax  of  a  tetanic  nature,  with  epilepti- 
form seizure  and  centripetal  pain,  are  indicative  of 
certain  reflex  disturbances. 

Treatment  Operation  seems  to  offer  the  only  hope 

of  relief,  and  in  stump  neuromata  re-amputation  is  often- 
times necessary.  It  will  be  found  necessary  to  deeply 
ancesthetize  the  patient,  as  the  sensibility  is  so  morbidly 
active  that  ordinary  anaesthesia  is  insufficient.  The  re- 
moval of  a  considerable  piece  of  the  nerve  is  advisable, 
for  it  is  not  rare  to  find  considerable  infiltration  or  deposit 
in  its  substance  for  some  distance  from  the  actual  gi-owth. 
In  syphilis,  mercurials  and  the  iodides  offer  some  show 
of  relief,  and  these  are  the  only  remedies  when  the 
growth  is  deep-seated.  Legrand'  and  others  have  recom- 
mended caustic  applications  in  superficial  regions,  and 
Siebold  pere  removed  a  tumor  in  this  way  from  the  an- 
terior tibial  nerve.  The  operation  is  rather  severe,  and 
is  attended  with  doubtful  success. 


Sarcomatous  Neu- 
roma. (Foucault.) 


'  Gaz.  M6d.,  Compte-Rendus  de  I'Acad.  des  Sciences,  1858. 
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CHAPTEE  Xyil. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  PERIPHERAL  NERVES  (Continued). 
LOCAL  PARALYSES. 

FACIAL  PARALYSIS. 

Synonyms  Bell's  paralysis  ;  Histrionic  paralysis. 

Facial  paralysis  may  be  either  double  or  single,  but  is  more  often  the 
latter ;  and  it  may  depend  upon  a  lesion  of  a  peripheral  kind,  or  one  that 
may  be  seated  in  the  temporal  bone,  or  at  any  point  in  its  course  within 
the  cranial  cavity,  or  else  at  its  origin. 

The  bilateral  form  is  rare,  and  is  always  the  result  of  a  central  lesion  ; 
but  the  peripheral  form  is  unilateral,  and  is  a  very  common  atfection. 

Symptoms  The  patient,  after  exposure,  may  suddenly  be  attacked ; 

and  the  first  intimation  he  generally  has  is  in  the  morning,  when  he  arises. 
He  then  finds  his  lace  to  be  all  awry,  and  his  appearance  is  absurd  to  the 
last  degree;  one  side  being  drawn  up,  while  the  other  is  immobile, 
as  the  muscles  of  expression  are  powerless.  If  he  laughs,  the  contor- 
tion is  more  marked,  and  if  he  attempts  to  whistle  he  will  find  that  he 
is  utterly  unable  to  do  so.  The  corner  of  the  mouth  on  the  sound  side  is 
drawn  up,  and  the  furrow  at  the  angle  of  the  nose  is  more  marked  than 
natural.  The  opposite  side  of  the  face  is  smooth ;  and,  in  the  passive  state, 
the  muscles  seem  to  sag  heavily  downwards.  It  is  impossible  for  him  to 
corrugate  his  eyebrows  ;  and  the  eyelids  of  the  paralyzed  side  cannot  be 
closed,  so  that  dust  and  foreign  substances  collect,  producing  irritation  and 
discomfort.  This  is  due  to  the  paralysis  of  the  orbicularis,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  levator  palpebrarum  contracts  and  keeps  the  eyeball  exposed. 
The  individual  is  unable  to  blow  out  a  candle,  and  articulation  is  inter- 
fered with  to  a  slight  degree.  Should  he  be  an  old  man,  any  wrinkles  or 
furrows  that  may  have  existed  on  the  paralyzed  side  are  eiFectually  efl^aced, 
and  give  that  part  a  most  ghastly  appearance.  Considerable  discomfort 
results  from  the  insufficiency  of  the  lower  lid,  so  that  the  tears,  instead  of 
being  conducted  to  the  lachrymal  canal,  find  their  way  over  the  cheek. 

If  the  lesion  be  situated  within  the  temporal  bone  or  the  cranium,  a 
much  more  extensive  paralysis  may  result.  Tliis  is  indicated  by  a  loss  of 
power  of  the  muscles  of  the  palate,  uvula,  and  other  parts  of  the  fauces. 

"When  the  patient  opens  his  mouth,  the  palatine  arch  will  be  found  to  be 
altered,  the  anterior  pillars  of  the  fauces  being  shorter,  so  that  one  side 
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fulls  lower  than  the  othoi-.'  The  uvula  will  also  be  found  to  be  arclied, 
the  eoncavity  looklni;  towards  the  sound  side.  The  tongue  will  tluni  also 
be  paralyzed,  so  that  its  surface  is  smooth  ;  and  there  may  be  a  dryness  of 
tlie  mouth,  which  results  from  diminished  secretion  of  saliva.  Should 
the  portio  mollis  be  affected,  there  may  bo,  in  addition,  deafness.  If  the 
third  nerve  be  affected,  as  it  sometimes  is,  of  course  ptosis  with  dilated 
pupil  and  paralysis  of  the  recti  will  result. 

Roux,'  who  was  paralyzed  in  this  manner,  perceived  a  metallic  taste  in 
the  right  side  of  the  tongue. 

Should  the  paralysis  be  bilateral,  the  patient's  features  will  denote  an 
entire  lack  of  expression,  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  evidence  of  any 
emotional  excitement  expressed,  even  should  the  patient  be  agitated  by 
the  most  intense  pleasure  or  the  deepest  grief.  The  muscles  are  flabby, 
and  the  face  seems  more  like  a  mask  than  what  it  really  is  ;  and,  jls  is  the 
case  in  advanced  progressive  muscular  atroi)hy,  the  only  animated  features 
are  the  eyes. 

Romberg*  describes  the  appearance  of  a  patient  in  these  words  :  "  In  a 
girl  of  16,  in  Dupuytren's  Clinique,  who  was  affected  with  bilateral  para- 
lysis, there  was  no  distoi-tion,  but  a  pendulousness  and  entire  absence  of 
motion  was  perceptible  in  all  the  features.  The  eyelids  only  closed  half, 
the  lips  stood  apart,  and  played  backwards  and  forwards  from  the  impulse 
of  respiration.  The  expressive  countenance  bore  a  serious  character, 
which  contrasted  forcibly  with  the  patient's  frame  of  mind.  She  was 
heard  to  laugh  aloud,  but  the  laugh  appetu'ed  to  come  from  behind  a  mask." 
Sensation  is  not  usually  impaired. 

Causes  The  peripheral  form  of  paralysis  may  follow  exposure  to 

cold,  rheumatic  exudation,  aaid  injuries  of  various  kinds.  A  cause  which 
is  frequently  observed  is  the  chilling  of  the  face  by  a  blast  of  cold  wind; 
and  the  frequency  of  this  cause  has  led  to  the  adoption  by  the  French 
writers  of  the  term,  "  Coup  de  vent."  I  have  met  with  many  cases  in 
which  the  pai'alysis  took  place  after  a  railroad  journey,  the  individual 
having  sat  by  an  open  window. 

In  one  instance  the  patient,  -who  was  a  young  lady,  had  been  dancing 
violently,  and  had  afterwards  gone  into  a  damp  conservatory  to  cool  off"; 
the  palsy  was  shortly  afterwards  noticed. 

Rheumatic  exudations  may  produce  pressure  upon  some  of  the  nerve- 
twigs,  or  an  attack  of  parotitis  may  result  in  pressure  upon  the  cervico- 


'  Huglilings  Jackson  {London  Lancet,  Jan.  ]6,  1875)  does  not  consider  that 
deviation  of  the  palate  occurs  in  uncomplicated  dise.'ise  of  the  portio  dura,  and  he 
does  not  believe  deviation  of  the  uvula  to  be  uncommon  in  healthy  people. 
Troltseh  says  that  the  levator  palati  is  supplied  by  tlie  vagus,  whicli  explains 
the  phenomena  witnessed  by  Jackson,  viz.,  marked  palsy  of  one  side  of  the 
palate,  with  palsy  of  the  vocal  cord  on  the  same  side,  as  a  rcsult  of  intracranial 
disease.    This  case,  however,  is  exceptional. 

2  Dcscot.    Diss,  sur  Ics  Affections  locales  des  Norfs,  Paris,  1825,  p.  331. 

3  Op.  cit.,  vol.  ii.  p.  2G8. 
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focial  bmnch.  Injuries  of  tlio  iktvc,  wIicUrt  siicli  us  follow  coai-se  trau- 
matism or  accidental  section  of  the  nerve  during  a  surgical  operation,  are 
sometimes  the  cause  of  tlie  paralysis. 

Weir  Mitcliell  relates  several  cases  of  tliis  kind.  Tliree  of  these 
(Cases  01,  62,  and  03)  followed  gunsliot  wounds.*  In  one  tlie  portio  dura 
of  the  left  side  was  injured,  and  as  a  consequence  there  were  facial  palsy, 
impaired  speech,  and  loss  of  gustation.  Hearing  was  impaired  from 
shock  transmitted  to  the  auditory  nerve.  Sir  Charles  Bell^  divided  the 
facial  in  removing  a  tumor,  and  other  cases  are  reported  by  various 
surgeons. 

Carious  disease,  as  well  as  fractures  of  the  temporal  bone,  often  pro- 
duces paraly  sis,  either  by  pressure,  by  the  products  of  inflammation,  or  by 
direct  contusion. 

Tumors  and  various  aural  growtlis  are  occasionally  causes  of  this  second 
form  of  fiicial  palsy;  and  Romberg*  reports  a  case,  seen  by  Henle,  in  which 
a  tuberculous  deposit  was  found  beneath  the  middle  lobe  of  the  brain,  with 
destruction  of  the  petrous  portion  of  the  temporal  bone  ;  and  Froriep*  also 
found  a  deposit  of  tuberculous  matter  in  the  Fallopian  canal,  with  caries 
of  the  petrous  portion  of  the  bone. 

Degeneration,  exudation,  and  tumor  in  or  near  the  pons  may  also  be 
the  cause  of  the  deep  form. 

The  following  case  is  an  example  of  deep-seated  paralysis,  evidently 
dependent  upon  aural  disease. 

Samuel  M.,  aged  27  ;  United  States,  canal  boatman  ;  came  to  me  July 
3,  1876.  Three  days  before  the  first  visit,  after  ex]iosure  while  washing 
the  decks  of  his  boat,  he  became  paralyzed.  He  had  had  earache  before 
for  several  days,  but  did  not  consider  it  of  sufficient  moment  to  quit  work ; 
and  his  first  intimation  of  ti-ouble  was  the  discomfort  produced  by  par- 
ticles of  dust  which  blew  in  his  eye.  He  could  not  close  his  left  eye,  and 
on  looking  in  the  glass  he  discovered  the  paralysis.  There  was  no  pain, 
nor  any  subjective  sensation  of  any  kind.  He  found  that  he  could  not 
laugh,  nor  blow  his  nose,  and  when  he  attempted  the  latter  "  the  wind 
came  out  of  his  mouth."  When  I  saw  him  there  was  paralysis  of  both 
branches  of  the  seventh  nerve.  Hearing  was  very  imperfect,  and  he  could 
not  count  the  ticks  when  the  watch  was  pressed  to  the  left  ear.  The  left 
palatine  arch  was  obliterated,  and  he  could  not  fully  protrude  the  tongue, 
which  was  quite  dry.  The  left  side  of  the  face  is  quite  flat,  and  the  mus- 
cles of  the  other  side  act  to  such  a  degree  as  to  draw  up  the  right  corner 
of  the  mouth,  producing  the  characteristic  deformity.  When  he  opens 
his  mouth,  the  orifice  is  unsyrametrical.  He  cannot  whistle  or  expecto- 
rate. He  cannot  close  the  left  eye,  but  when  he  attempts  to  do  so  the  ball 
is  drawn  upwards,  so  that  the  sclerotic  is  shown  to  a  great  extent.  Con- 
tractility to  both  currents  fair;  mediate  and  immediate  galvanization  are  fol- 
lowed by  muscular  response.   He  has  some  earache.   When  the  electrode 

•  Injm-ies  of  Nerves,  etc.,  p.  392,  et  se.q. 

2  The  Nervous  System  of  the  Human  Body,  3d  cd.,  183G,  p.  5G. 
'  Romberg,  op.  cit.,  p.  272. 

*  Massalien,  Diss.  Inaugur.  dc  Nervo  Faciali,  Borolin.  183G. 
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is  pilssed  over  the  superficial  points  of  tlie  fiftli,  there  is  decided  pain,  no 
iUKVstiiesia  ;  force  of  masseter  muscles  tested  by  putting  the  dynamometer 
bidb  between  tlie  teeth  and  interposing  two  pieces  of  wood  ;  no  loss  of 
power  as  compared  with  my  own  attemi)ts.  Tympanum  red  ;  and  I  infer 
that  there  is  middle  ear  disease,  li.  Potass,  iodid.  and  syringing  ear  with 
warm  water. 

July  0.  Has  had  intense  pain  in  the  left  ear,  throbbing  and  pains  which 
radiate  over  the  head.  Pressure  over  mastoid  process  gives  great  distress, 
as  does  electrization.    Leeching  to  inner  tragus. 

yth.  Says  that  there  was  a  disciiarge  of  pus  last  night.  After  syringing 
out  I  find  a  perforated  tympanum.  Stopped  iodide,  and  ordered  syringing 
with  warm  water  and  glycerin. 

liith.  Discharge  from  ear  much  less.  Used  iodoform  powder  locally. 
Muscles  do  not  respond  so  well  to  either  current.    Iodide  renewed, 

nth.  No  response  to  current.    Faradized  nevertheless. 

l^th,  21s<,  23c?,  21th.  Used  iodoform.  Aural  disease  almost  well,  but 
patient  still  deaf.    Muscles  still  ifiactive. 

QOth.  Tested  sense  of  taste,  and  find  it  markedly  afiected  ;  his  tongue 
seems  quite  smooth.    Pie  has  had  from  the  first  some  clumsiness  in  speech. 

Oct.  1877.  T?here  has  been  very  slight  improvement  since  the  last 
entry.  The  facial  deformity  is  not  so  great.  lie  is  still  deaf.  His  speech 
is  clear,  but  he  cannot  whistle  as  yet.  The  muscles  do  not  respond  to  the 
currents.  He  suffers  great  annoyance  from  the  accumulation  of  saliva, 
and  when  he  expectorates  he  soils  his  clothing. 

Pathology  The  anatomical  distribution  of  the  facial  nerve  and  its 

connection  with  other  nerves  may  be  referred  to  in  illustration  of  the  pa- 
thology of  the  affection.  Beginning  externally,  we  find  that  the  facial 
nerve  supplies  the  muscles  of  the  face,  the  malar  branches  innervating  the 
orbicular  muscles  of  the  eyes;  that  the  infra-orbital  supply  the  buccina- 
tor and  orbicularis  muscles,  and  the  levator  labii  superioris  aloeque  nasi 
muscles ;  while  the  cervico-facial  division  of  the  nerve  passes  through  the 
parotid  gland,  and  supplies  the  muscles  of  the  mouth  and  lower  jaw ;  conse- 
quently a  lesion  of  any  of  these  branches,  or  of  the  main  trunk  at  its  exit 
from  the  stylo-mastoid  foramen,  would  be  followed  simply  by  paresis  of 
the  facial  muscles.  Should  the  lesion  take  place  in  the  aqueductus  Fallopii, 
or  behind  the  geniculate  ganglion,  we  would  find  as  a  consequence  paralysis 
of  the  muscles  of  the  face,  the  tongue,  through  paralysis  of  the  chorda 
tympani,  and  paralysis  of  the  palate  muscles,  through  paralysis  of  the  larger 
superficial  petrosal  7ierve,  which  runs  from  the  geniculate  ganglion  to  the 
spheno-palatine  ganglion.  Deep  lesions  may  involve  the  third  nerve,  and 
perhaps  the  sixth.    The  lesions  and  their  results  may  be  thus  arranged : — 
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Paralysis  of  the  Seventh  Nerve. 

EXTERNAL  THIRD.  MIDDLE  THIRD.  INTERNAL  THIRD. 

Facial  Branches.  Petrosal  nerve.,  Auditory       Possibly  lesion  involves 

  (Portio  mollis),  Chorda     the  3d  and  Gth  nerves, 

Paralysis  of  the  Tympani.  and  then  besides  all  of  the 

Orbicndaris  palpebrarum,    ^        for-'g-'lg  t'"^- 

Corrngatorsnpercilii,  Paralysis  of  all  the  fore-  paralysis  of  he  levator 
Levator  labii,  etc.,  going  as  well  as  lingualis,    palpebne  and  the  recti 

Pvramidalis  nasi,  tensor  and  laxator  tym-  muscles. 

Diagastric,  pani,  levator  palati,  and 

Buccinator,  azygos  uvula3. 

Orbicularis  oris, 
Depressor  anguli  oris, 
Ijevator  labii  inf. 

Diagnosis  The  appearance  of  facial  paralysis  may  be  a  source  of 

alarm  to  the  indi^-idiial,  who  is  ready  to  believe  it  a  feature  of  cerebral 
hemorrhage  or  deep  organic  trouble.  It  is  much  more  profound,  however, 
than  the  "form  which  accompanies  cerebral  hemorrhage  ;  and  generally 
there  is  hemiplegia  of  the  extremities  in  the  latter  disease.  In  this  form 
it  is  impossible  for  the  patient  to  shut  the  affected  eye,  while  in  the  other 
disease  there  is  usually  no  difficulty  in  so  doing.  Sensation  is  also  affected 
in  the  paralysis  from  cerebral  hemorrhage,  and  it  is  not  unusual  to  find 
ptosis.  The  matter  of  importance,  however,  is  the  diagnosis  of  the  variety 
of  facial  palsy,  superficial  or  deep  ;  and  we  may  avail  ourselves  of  elec- 
tricity in  settling  this  point. 

If  the  paralysis  be  peripheral,  the  muscles  retain  their  contractility  for 
several  weeks.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  lesion  be  central,  or  in  a  nerve-trunk, 
they  lose  their  power  of  response  to  a  faradic  current  in  a  few  days,  and 
later  to  even  a  galvanic  current,  and  the  muscles  finally  become  atrophied. 
If  the  paralysis  be  due  to  bulbar  disease,  the  appearance  of  symptoms  in- 
dicating impairment  of  other  nerves  and  an  eventual  fatal  termination 
should  settle  the  nature  of  the  affection,  and  enable  us  to  make  a  prognosis. 
The  existence  of  carious  disease  and  its  indications,  the  complication  of 
deafness,  and  the  coexistence  of  indications  of  deep  trouble,  should  be 
all  taken  into  account. 

Prognosis  The  prognosis  of  the  peripheral  form  of  the  disease  is 

very  good,  and  under  proper  treatment  the  paralyzed  muscles  may  be 
rapidly  restored.  There  is  generally  early  loss  of  muscular  contractility, 
which  only  the  galvanic  current  can  restore.  If  there  is  no  response  to 
electrical  excitement,  and  the  muscles  of  the  paralyzed  side  are  wasted  and 
contracted,  there  is  little  to  be  hoped  for.  I  consider  that  more  depends 
upon  the  early  adoption  of  electrical  treatment  than  anything  else;  and  if 
there  be  a  delay  in  the  selection  of  remedies,  and  in  the  attempts  to  restore 
the  muscles  by  mechanical  support  and  electricity,  the  prognosis,  whicli 
may  have  been  favorable  in  the  beginning,  becomes  less  and  less  so,  the 
longer  action  is  delayed. 
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Syphilis  is  ii  fiivoniblc  elomciit  if  tlio  jjiinilysis  be  due  to  (lecj)  lesions ; 
but,  if  it  b(!  Ciiiised  by  bniiii-tuinors,  exudiUioiis,  or  degeiienilioii,  there  is 
scarcely  tiny  hope. 

Treatment — It  is  necessary  in  this  disease  to  direct  the  treatment 
not  only  to  tlie  cause,  when  one  can  be  Ibund,  but  also  to  the  restoration 
of  the  paralyzed  muscles. 

Should  rheumatism  exist,  we  are  to  employ  colchicum  and  iodide  of 
potassium  ;  if  syphilis,  the  specifics  which  are  at  our  disposal ;  and  if  there 
be  caries,  we  are  to  improve  the  patient's  general  health  by  nourishment 
and  stimulants,  and  to  apply  such  local  treatment  as  may  seem  proper. 
The  medicaments  which  will  be  found  to  be  of  service  for  the  direct 
treatment  of  the  paralysis  are  strychnia,  iron,  and  quinine.  Electricity  is 
of  great  service;  and  we  may  begin  witli  the  galvanic  current  and  use  the 
faradic  as  soon  as  it  can  produce  contractions.  The  negative  pole  of  the 
galvanic  battery  should  be  placed  behind  the  ear,  and  the  positive  pole 
passed  over  the  different  facial  muscles.  The  glass  "bain  dlectrique" 
should  be  applied  to  the  eye,  so  that  the  orbicularis  shall  be  brought  under 
the  influence  of  the  cui-rent. 

The  mechanical  treatment  of  facial  paralysis  has  been  advocated  by 
Detmold,  and  with  admirable  results.  A  piece  of  tin  wire  is  bent  at  both 
ends  (Fig.  52),  and  one  end  is  passed  over  the  ear  and  the  other  hooked  in 
the  angle  of  the  mouth,  so  that  the  muscles  of  the  paralyzed  side  shall  be 
supported.  In  several  of  Detmold's  cases  it  was  found  to  work  exceed- 
ingly well. 

Fig.  52. 


Wire  Hook  for  the  Treatment  of  Facial  Paralysis. 


This  apparatus  may  be  worn  at  night  or  during  the  day,  and  does  not 
give  the  patient  any  discomfort  whatever. 

Dr.  Van  Bibber  has  suggested,  in  the  treatment  of  ptosis,  the  use  of  a 
small  strip  of  court  plaster,  which  is  affixed  to  the  upper  lid  and  to  the 
forehead  above. 
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I  may  i^ppend  a  case  of  facial  palsy  of  a  syi.liilitic  nature  cured  by 
electricity  in  a  remarkably  short  si)ace  of  time. 

W.  0.  I.,  30  years;  United  States,  boatman.  Previous  history :  He 
l,as  never  been  seriously  ill,  but  ten  years  ago  ho  bad  a  chancre,  followed 
bv  marked  secondary  symptoms.  The  only  other  ailment  was  a  severe 
aitack  of  rheumatism,  occurring  a  year  before,  llus  was  undoubtedly  a 
secondary  symptom.  His  present  difliculty  began  three  months  ago.  At 
nic-ht  he  was  disturbed  by  intense  cephalic  pains,  dizziness,  and  disonlered 
vision.  For  several  days  the  pains  were  steady  a.nd  most  violent  under 
eitlier  temple;  he  was  also  annoyed  by  post-aural  iiains.  He  then  found 
that  his  hearing  was  becoming  less  acute,  till  the  lesion  finally  occurred. 
This  took  place  towards  the  latter  i)art  of  July,  1870.  He  awoke  in  the 
morning  and  felt  a  pain  in  the  head,  attended  by  swelling  and  puffincss  in 
the  face.  Plis  attention  was  called  by  several  of  his  associates  to  the 
"  crookedness"  of  his  face.  He  looked  in  the  glass,  and  saw  tlie  drooping 
of  the  left  side  of  the  face,  with  complete  paralysis  of  the  muscles  at  the 
corner  of  the  mouth  ;  then  followed  total  loss  of  hearing,  and  he  could  not 
appreciate  the  loudest  noises  when  the  sound  ear  was  closed.  The 
paralysis  increased  every  day. 

A  few  days  after  this  the  eyelid  drooped,  and  he  found  it  impossible  to 
open  or  completely  shut  the  eye.  It  became  congested  and  irritated,^  and 
he  experienced  a  burning  sensation,  with  photophobia.  His  condition 
grew  gradually  worse,  till  he  was  compelled  to  leave  his  employment  and 
seek  medical  aid.  He  never  had  had  otorrhoea  or  ear  affections  of  any 
kind,  nor  had  been  paralyzed.  His  habits  were  good,  and  his  hereditary 
history  favorable.  When  he  applied  to  me,  I  found  paralysis  of  the  entire 
seventh  nerve,  motor  ocularis,  and  disturbance  of  the  sympathetic  of  the 
eye.  There  was  no  appreciable  power  in  the  orbicularis  oris,  levator 
labii  superioris  et  alteque  nasi,  or  other  muscles.  He  could  hardly  insert 
the  finger  in  the  mouth  without  pulling  down  the  jaw  with  the  other 
hand.  He  experienced  mastication  and  deglutition  from  involvement  of 
the  left  side  of  the  tongue,  which,  when  protruded,  inclined  to  the  right 
side.  With  this  there  was  indistinct  articulation,  and  I  was  led  to  infer 
paralysis  of  the  lingualis  muscle.  From  the  patient's  previous  history  I 
was  led  to  suppose  that  syphilis  was  the  primary  cause  of  the  trouble,  and, 
from  the  depth  of  the  lesion,  that  the  seventh  nerve  was  pai*alyzed  at  a 
point  above  its  division.  From  the  specific  features  of  his  case  I  deemed 
the  iodide  of  potassium  to  be  the  best  remedy,  and  he  was  therefore  put 
upon  grs.  V  thrice  daily.  Hypodermic  injections  of  strychnia  and  atropia 
(5^5  of  a  grain  of  the  former  to  of  the  latter)  did  much  good  in  relieving 
the  severe  cephalalgia.  Localized  galvanization  was  resorted  to,  and  both 
the  primary  and  secondary  currents  used.  After  the  nerve  and  its 
branches  had  been  pencilled  over  with  stick  caustic,  one  electrode  w'as 
applied  to  the  ramifications  of  the  nerve,  while  the  other  Avas  placed  over 
the  mastoid  process.  So  successful  was  this  treatment  that  after  a  daily 
stance  lasting  twenty  minutes,  in  three  weeks  the  patient's  face  was  much 
more  symmetrical,  and  the  act  of  mastication  improved.  The  pains  like- 
wise disajipeared  under  the  same  current.  Occasional  directions  of  this 
and  the  faradic  current  over  the  eyelid  did  much  toward  the  improvement 
of  sight. 

It  now  occurred  to  me  that  Matteucci's  experiment  on  the  ear  miglit  be 
followed  by  gratifying  results  ;  so  its  cavity  was  filled  with  water,  and  one 
of  the  battery-wires,  finely  covered  with  sponge,  was  gently  introduced 
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into  the  cxteriiiil  iiKiutiis.  After  four  weeks  liis  liearing  was  so  markedly 
iin|)n)ved  tliat  lie  easily  distinguisiied  loud  voices  when  the  sound  ear  was 
closed. 

Novcinher  1 2  (seven  weeks  after  commencement  of  treatment).  Dui-iu"' 
the  ai)[)lication  of  the  current  tiie  face  resumed  its  expression,  and  he  was 
able  to  close  his  eye  completely.  He  is  greatly  improved ;  injections  dis- 
continued.   He  has  almost  comidete  control  over  the  levator  palpebraj  

this  is  marked  in  the  morning ;  articuhition  good. 

28/tA.  Has  now  taken  the  battery  for  nearly  ten  weeks,  and  is  about 
to  discontinue  treatment.  The  face  is  perfectly  symmetrical,  and  the 
hearing  nearly  as  perfect  as  ever.  The  only  remaining  disfigurement  is  -a 
slight  drooping  of  the  eyelid  on  the  affected  side  ;  appetite  good,  and, 
though  emaciated  at  first,  he  has  now  completely  regained  his  former  good 
condition. 


TRAUMATIC  PARALYSIS. 

Under  this  head  I  propose  to  speak  of  those  forms  of  lost  power  de- 
pendent upon  partial  or  complete  nerve-section,  or  pressure  made  upon  a 
nerve  in  its  course,  such  as  is  often  seen  in  a  familiar  form  known  as 
decubitus  paralysis,  as  well  as  in  the  loss  of  motility  produced  by  cold  or 
other  influences  which  may  affect  the  ramifications  at  the  peripheral  end 
of  a  nerve-trunk.  There  is  no  regularity  either  in  the  form  of  invasion, 
the  extent  of  the  paralysis,  or  its  locality.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  both  upper 
and  lower  extremities  may  be  affected,  the  upper  especially,  and  that  such 
paralysis  is  not  bilateral.  The  liability  of  the  upper  extremities  to  this 
accident  is  probably  explained  by  their  use  in  many  of  the  necessary 
actions  of  everyday  life.  These  forms  of  paralysis  may  be  divided  into 
three  groups:  (1)  Paralysis  following  section  or  destruction  of  a  nerve- 
trunk  or  its  branches;  (2)  Paralysis  following  pressure ;  (3)  Paralysis 
following  cold,  or  general  disease. 

Division  of  a  Nerve-trunk — If  the  section  be  complete,  the  paralysis 
will  be  equally  complete  and  immediate.  There  is  likely  to  be,  in  addi- 
tion to  lost  sensation  and  motion  in  the  muscle  supplied  by  the  nerve, 
various  trophic  defects,  which  may  consist  in  exfoliation  of  the  skin, 
and  in  changes  in  the  condition  of  the  nails,  which  become  curved,  crenated, 
and  deformed  ;  and  sometimes  eruptions.  The  loss  of  motion,  of  course, 
will  depend  upon  the  importance  of  the  group  of  muscles  supplied  by  the 
nerve ;  and  it  does  not  follow,  by  any  means,  that  the  member  is  utterly 
useless,  as  some  muscles  may  escape  the  paralysis.  Should  suppuration 
and  inflammation  occur  at  the  wound,  there  may  be  various  disturbances 
of  sensation,  and  also  lowered  temperature  in  the  paralyzed  side. 

Contusions  and  Punctured  Wounds. — The  injuries  pi'oduced  by  kicks, 
or  direct  violence,  when  the  skin  is  not  broken,  are  very  commonly  fol- 
lowed by  traumatic  paralysis.  These  are  likely  to  occur  when  the  nerve 
rests  upon  some  bony  prominence,  and  when  there  is  no  muscular  or 
other  cushion  to  make  the  blow  less  slight.    I  can  recall  cases  of  this 
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kind,  one  in  particular,  where  the  individual  fell  in  the  street,  striking 
his  elbow  upon  a  projecting  stone.  Tluu-e  were  no  immediate  symptoms 
except  a  tingling  and  sharp  pain,  but  in  a  few  days  there  was  loss  of 
power,  and  some  hyperajsthcsia  of  the  forearm. 

The  experience  of  surgeons  furnishes  us  with  numerous  examples  of 
peripheral  paralysis  from  dislocation.  Dr.  S.  G.  Webber,'  of  Boston,  has 
brought  forward  several  very  interesting  cases  of  this  variety,  with  disloca- 
tion of  the  humerus;  and  Onimus  and  Legros"  a  case  which  Webber  pre- 
sents in  his  article  to  illustrate  a  form  of  paralysis  following  dislocation  of 
the  femur : — 

"A  man,  forty-six  years  of  age,  suffered  an  ilio-ischiatic  dislocation  of 
the  femur,  which  was  produced  by  violence  exerted  by  falling  rocks  and 
earth.  Severe  pain,  anassthesia,  and  immobility  of  the  leg  existed  at  first, 
but  the  pain  subsequently  disappeared,  and  the  anajsthesia  remained. 
After  an  attack  of  facial  erysipelas  the  pain  in  the  legs  returned.  Five 
months  later  the  left  leg  was  found  to  be  cold  and  smaller  than  the  other, 
and  oedematous  about  the  tibio-tarsal  joint.  The  leg  could  be  flexed  and 
raised,  but  the  foot  could  not  be  raised  nor  the  toes  extended.  Sensation 
was  diminished,  as  Avas  electro-muscular  contractility,  especially  in  the 
flexors  and  extensors  of  the  leg,  the  muscles  of  the  calf  and  the  peronei,  as 
well  as  the  tibialis  anticus  and  extensor  communis." 

In  Webber's  case  of  pai-alysis  following  dislocation  of  the  humerus,  the 
biceps  and  deltoid  were  most  atFected,  and  there  was  anassthesia  over  the 
deltoid. 

J.  S.  came  to  the  N.  Y.  State  Hospital  for  Disease  of  the  Nervous  Sys- 
tem, June  9,  1871,  with  the  following  history:  During  an  altercation 
with  a  fellow-laborer  he  was  thrown  off  a  scaffold,  and  dragged  by  his 
right  arm  for  some  distance.  When  he  arose  he  found  that  the  whole 
arm  was  very  painful,  and  a  few  mornings  afterwards  the  right  wrist  be- 
came very  weak,  and  he  was  unable  to  grasp  any  object  or  move  his 
fingers.    Sensation  was  unimpaired. 

Nerve-injury  following  dislocation  is  not  always  the  same,  there  being  in 
some  cases  simply  pressure,  and  in  others  rupture  of  the  nerves  by  strain  ; 
and  of  course  the  prognosis  depends  much  upon  the  fact  whether  there  be 
simple  contusion  or  actual  laceration,  as  there  was  in  a  case  reported  by 
Hilton. 

Pressure  upon  nerves  may  be  made  by  the  products  of  inflammation, 
cicatrices,  callous  tumors,  or  by  improperly  arranged  splints,  or  the  press- 
ure of  a  crutch  or  some  hard  substance,  or  by  the  maintenance  of  a  con- 
strained position  for  an  extended  period.  The  production  of  a  periostitis 
may  exert  pressure  upon  a  nerve-trunk  in  some  bony  canal,  or  an  exuda- 
tion which  makes  compression  either  in  its  course  or  at  its  ramification. 
There  is  always  some  painful  indication  at  first,  and  occasionally  a  neu- 


'  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  Dec.  18,  1873. 
^  Trait6  d' Electricity  M6dicale,  Paris,  1872. 
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ritis,  ili'tci-  whicli  tlic  loss  of  power  dikes  phice.  Movement  of  the  limb 
aggravates  this  pain,  or  pressure  over  the  nerve  has  the  same  effect. 
Pressure  from  a  cicatrix  is  (piite  i-arc,  ami  it  is  only  when  very  extensive 
contraction  of  the  cicatrix  occurs  that  any  such  condition  of  affairs  can 
exist.  So,  too,  is  pressure  from  callus  an  uncommon  cause  of  paralysis, 
and  but  a  few  cases  of  this  kind  have  Ijcen  mentioned. 

The  pressure  of  the  nerve  by  a  tumor  may  be  tirst  indicated  by  hyper- 
assthesia,  and  secondarily  by  loss  of  motion  and  sensation,  and  the  dura- 
tion of  the  lirst  stage  depends  upon  the  site  of  the  tumor,  its  rapidity  of 
growth,  and  the  room  for  increase  in  size.  In  certain  situations  where 
tlierc  are  bony  eminences  or  cavities,  and  where  there  is  no  room  for  ex- 
pansion of  the  mass  without  consequent  nerve-compression,  the  loss  of 
function  is  very  quickly  produced. 

By  far  the  most  familiar  form  of  peripheral  paralysis  is  that  which  fol- 
lows the  compression  of  nerves  during  the  continued  maintenance  of  a 
constrained  position,  the  nerve-trunk  being  pressed  against  some  bony 
eminence,  or  impinged  upon  by  some  tendon  or  muscular  mass.  The 
common  modes  of  onset  may  be  the  following :  The  patient  falls  asleep 
with  his  elbow  resting  upon  some  hard  substance,  and  awakens  to  find  his 
forearm  devoid  of  power.    The  following  are  examples  : — 

M,  P.  went  upon  a  spree,  and  when  he  became  sober  found  his  arm 
numb  and  cold,  and  devoid  of  power  ;  muscles  respond  to  faradic  current ; 
unable  to  force  dynamometer  column  to  6. 

T.  W.,  four  years  ago,  fell  asleep  with  his  left  arm  under  his  head  ; 
when  he  awoke  his  arm  was  numb  and  powerless.  Soon  after  formication 
appeared.  After  seven  months,  pain,  which  subsequently  became  parox- 
ysmal, began  in  tlie  arm,  coming  on  every  two  or  three  minutes.  Re- 
sponse only  to  galvanic  current. 

In  one  case,  reported  by  Webber,  the  paralysis  was  the  result  of  carry- 
ing a  basket  of  lemons,  pressure  being  made  on  the  radial  nerve. 

MitchelP  speaks  of  paralj^sis  of  this  kind  resulting  from  the  most  simple 
causes.  In  one  case,  that  of  a  child,  pressure  was  made  by  a  string  pass- 
ing over  the  finger.  And  in  other  cases  reported  by  Brinton,^  it  was 
found  that  the  paralysis  followed  the  rough  use  of  a  pair  of  cord  handcuffs 
upon  a  prisoner  who  was  being  taken  to  the  police  station. 

The  use  of  the  forceps  is  occasionally  attended  by  paralysis  of  the 
facial  nerves,  the  blades  of  the  forceps  making  pressure  upon  the  portia 
dura.  In  these  cases  there  is  paralysis  of  the  facial  muscles,  an  inability 
to  nurse  owing  to  the  paralysis  of  the  orbicularis  oris,  but  no  palatine  loss  of 
power,  which  serves  to  diagnose  the  effects  from  the  form  due  to  intracra- 
nial trouble.  The  mother  may  be  paralyzed  from  pressure  by  the  forceps 
exerted  upon  the  pelvic  nerves,  but  this  accident  is  an  extremely  rare  one. 

Accumulation  of  feces  i)roduces  paralysis  generally  by  reflex  irritation, 
and  rarely  by  direct  pressure.    But  few  of  such  cases  have  been  reported. 


'  Op.  cit.,  p.  126. 


*  U.  S.  San.  Com.  Keports. 
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and  of  these,  one  detailed  by  PortiiP  is  of  great  interest,  from  the  fact  that 
spinal  curvature  favored  the  accunudation  of  feces  and  the  exertion  of 
pressure  upon  the  nerves  of  the  lumbar  plexus. 

Cold  or  malaria  may  also  be  causes  of  a  form  of  peripheral  paralysis. 
In  speaking  of  facial  palsy  I  have  alluded  to  tiie  variety  known  as  the 
"  Coup  de  vent."  Tiiis  sudden  origin  from  exposure  to  damp  and  wind  is, 
liowever,  much  more  rare  than  that  which  follows  intense  cold.  I  have 
had  several  cases  of  this  latter  kind  among  draymen,  sailors,  and  others 
who  have  been  obliged  to  work  for  a  protracted  period  in  an  exposed 
l)lace.  There  is  at  first  a  numbness,  and  afterwards  a  complete  loss  of 
power,  which  may  be  bilateral. 

In  peripheral  paralysis  there  is  a  diminution  of  electro-muscular  con- 
tractility after  the  first  few  days,  and  if  there  be  complete  section  of  the 
nerve  this  susceptibility  to  electric  stimulation  is  lost, first  to  the  faradic,  and 
at  the  end  of  a  week  or  two  to  galvanic  stimulation.  If  a  few  fibres 
remain  intact,  it  will  be  foimd  that  certain  muscles  are  unaffected,  and  of 
course  electrical  irritation  meets  with  a  ready  response.  Changes  of  color 
in  the  paralyzed  limbs  are  the  rule,  and  there  may  be  within  an  extensive 
blancliing  or  patches  of  discoloration  dependent  upon  the  irregular  circula- 
tion. Analgesia  and  anaistliesia  generally  exist  in  some  degree,  while 
changes  of  temperature  are  not  so  readily  perceived  as  on  the  sound  side. 

As  the  nerve  is  restored,  electro-muscular  contractility  returns,  and  finally 
the  patient  is  enabled  to  produce  contraction  at  will. 

Arlong  and  Tripier^  have  alluded  to  the  rapid  return  of  sensibility  in 
distal  parts  after  nerve-section,  and  explain  it  by  the  theory  that  there 
are  anastomoses  between  the  severed  portions,  but  this  view  has  not  been 
generally  received. 

Diagnosis  and  Prognosis  Progressive  muscular  atrophy  and 

cerebral  diseases  are  to  be  disposed  of,  and  if  we  see  the  case  after  the 
onset  we  may  be  deceived.  In  the  former  it  must  be  remembered  that 
there  are  fibrillary  contractions,  and  that  the  atrophy  precedes  the  paralysis. 
The  electro-muscular  contractility  is  also  preserved  for  some  time. 

In  cerebral  paralysis  the  electro-muscular  contractility  is  preserved,  and 
if  anything  exaggerated.  Cerebral  palsies  do  not  involve  such  exten- 
sive sensory  impairment.  Spinal  paralyses  are  usually  bilateral,  a  fact 
which  distinguishes  them  from  peripheral  troubles. 

Mitchell  also  alludes  to  the  fact  pointed  out  on  a  previous  page,  that  in 
peripheral  palsies  there  is  none  of  the  delay  in  transmission  of  impression 
which  characterizes  either  spinal  or  cerebral  trouble. 

WestphaP  has  recently  reviewed  an  admirable  article  by  Vulpian,*  in 
which  he  refers  to  the  various  interesting  pathological  changes  which 
follow  division  of  spinal  nerves.  Plis  experiments  were  made  to  determine 


'  Cours  d'Anatoraie  Medicale,  t.  iv.  p.  276,  quoted  by  Mitchell. 
*  Journal  de  1' Anatomic  ct  Phys.,  etc.,  March  and  April,  1870. 
"  Ccntrulblatt  fUr  Med.  Wiss.,  July  13.  1872, 
Comptcs  Rendus,  1872,  No.  15. 
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tlic  muscle-cluiiiges  which  follow  sopariition  from  the  cord.  His  conclu- 
sions may  be  thus  summed  up  : — 

If  a  spinal  nerve  be  cut  through  at  any  point  between  the  spinal  gan- 
glion and  the  peripliery,  the  nervc-(il)res  of  the  centi-al  portion  undergo 
atrophy  en  7)iasse,  without  their  individual  character  being  altered;  but 
the  peripheral  part  of  the  nerve-trunk  undergoes  what  Vulpian  calls 
"histopathic  change,"  i.  e.,  a  breaking  up  or  "  splitting"  of  the  medullary 
substance. 

Atrophy  of  muscles  follows  section  of  a  motor  nerve  ;  and,  in  addition 
to  this,  electric  contractility  is  impaired. 

The  absence  of  central  symptoms  of  any  kind,  the  loss  of  both  motion 
and  sensation  in  a  limited  area,  absence  of  reflex  contractions  when  the 
sensory  fibres  are  irritated,  and  voluntary  motion  lost,  are  evidences  of 
the  peripheral  nature  of  these  paralyses. 

Treatment — Traumatic  paralysis,  like  the  facial  form,  should  be 
treated  with  an  idea  of  removing  tlie  cause  should  it  exist,  and  afterwards 
restoring  the  integrity  of  the  nerve  and  muscles,  and  preventing  muscular 
atrophy.  If  the  nerve-trunk  be  severed,  of  course  all  we  can  do  is  to  await 
the  union  of  the  divided  ends.  If  a  tumor  makes  the  destructive  pressure, 
it  should  be  removed  if  possible.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  allude  to  the 
paralysis  following  dislocations,  for  of  course  the  surgical  proceeding,  which 
is  indicated  at  first,  is  the  reduction  of  the  luxated  bones,  and  this  should 
be  done  as  early  as  possible. 

In  the  management  of  paralysis,  Avhich,  Desplats'  says,  may  be  due  to 
pressure  made  by  osseous  enlargements,  iodide  of  iron  and  other  proper 
remedies,  with  cod-liver  oil,  are  to  be  employed.  If  there  be  neuritis,  it 
should  be  met  with  counter-irritation,  emollient  applications,  or  leeches. 

General  supporting  treatment  may  be  necessary  if  there  be  a  depraved 
condition  of  the  system. 

The  three  valuable  local  forms  of  treatment  are:  1.  Electricity;  2. 
Strychnia,  internally  or  hypodermically  ;  3.  Massage. 

The  first  agent  may  be  used  as  early  as  possible.  If  one  current  will 
not  produce  contractions,  we  may  use  the  other ;  and,  if  complete  sever- 
ance of  the  nerve  has  taken  place,  it  may  be  necessary  to  employ  gal- 
vanism. .Fai-adism  is  especially  valuable  should  there  be  anaasthesia,  and 
may  be  applied  to  the  cutaneous  surface.  The  galvanic  current  may  also 
be  used  at  the  same  time,  so  that  one  electrode  shall  be  applied  to  the 
spine,  and  the  other  to  the  extremity.  The  individual  muscles  are  to  be 
subjected  to  daily  galvanic  stimulation. 

The  production  of  pain  is  unnecessary,  and  I  may  repeat  the  clinical 
rule  so  tersely  applied  by  H.  C.  Wood  "  Always  select  the  current  whicii 
produces  the  most  muscular  contractions,  with  the  least  amount  of  pain." 
Pain  and  over-fatigue,  which  follow  the  use  of  a  strong  current,  are  very 


'  Ues  Paralyses  Peripheriques,  Paris,  1876,  p.  45. 
2  Phila.  Med.  Times,  Feb.  20,  1875. 
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npt  to  thwart  any  probable  success.  The  seance  slioukl  hist  not  more  tl»an 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes  every  day. 

An  excellent  method  of  treatment  is  to  place  the  paralyzed  limb  in  a 
vessel  of  Avarm  salt  water,  and  to  introduce  therein  two  metallic  plates 
connected  with  a  fixradic  machine.  If  there  be  neuritis,  electricity  does 
great  harm  and  should  not  be  used. 

I  have  repeatedly  witnessed  the  beneficial  results  which  followed  the 
use  of  hypodermic  injections  of  strychnia  (P\  30).  An  injection  of  of 
a  grain  may  be  thrown  under  the  skin  over  the  paralyzed  muscles.  This 
may  be  repeated  daily ;  and  I  have  sometimes  seen  its  good  effects  when 
electricity  was  without  avail. 

The  use  of  "  massage"  should  be  employed  in  conjunction  with  the  other 
treatment,  and  the  muscles  should  be  separately  kneaded  and  rubbed  for  a 
half  hour  each  day.  This  auxiliary  treatment  is  of  immense  value  when 
there  is  suspected  rheumatic  exudation. 

I  have  often  employed  apparatus  by  which  the  paralyzed  limb  could  be 
subjected  to  warmtli,  and  for  this  purpose  have  used  a  heated  drain-pipe 
lined  with  cotton-wool,  such  as  has  been  spoken  of  on  another  page.  Into 
this  the  patient  was  directed  to  place  his  arm  and  allow  it  to  remain  for 
an  hour  or  so  each  day.  The  paralyzed  limb  may  be  w^rapped  in  cotton 
and  oil  silk,  or  India-rubber  tissue. 

The  union  of  divided  ends  has  been  resorted  to  by  Tillaux,^  N^laton, 
and  others,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  success.  In  Tillaux's  case  the 
median  nerve  was  united  by  sutures,  and  within  a  day  or  two  the  patient 
was  able  to  move  his  thumb,  and  there  was  some  return  of  sensation. 

MitchelP  employs  the  following  method  :  He  carries  a  needle,  threaded 
with  one  or  two  threads,  through  the  loose  tissue  which  is  related  to  the 
nerve-sheath.  The  loops  are  drawn  with  care,  so  that  the  ends  are 
approximated.  Hot  and  cold  douches  and  electricity  are  subsequently 
used. 

In  some  cases  we  may  use  Van  Bibber's  apparatus. 

Van  Bibber  presented  the  following  case  to  the  Maryland  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Society  which  illustrated  the  beneficial  results  of  treatment  of 
tliis  kind : — 

"A  youth,  tet.  16,  about  three  years  ago  sustained  a  fracture  of  the  right 
radius,  which  resulted  in  paralysis  and  atrophy  of  the  extensor  group  of 
muscles.  He  first  came  under  my  observation  about  three  months  ago, 
when  I  found  the  following  condition  of  the  arm  :  radius  curved ;  hand 
flexed,  and  the  flexors  acting  inordinately  ;  complete  atrophy  of  the 
extensor  muscles,  it  being  impossible  for  him  to  move  his  hand;  no 
response  of  the  muscles  to  electricity  ;  and  the  skin  tightly  bound  over  the 
radius.  The  treatment  has  consisted  in  rubbing  and  pinching  the  affected 
muscles,  the  application  of  electricity,  and  the  use  of  the  artificial  muscle, 
which  is  nothing  more  than  an  elastic  tubing  fixed  to  the  back  of  the  arm. 


'  Quoted  by  "Weir  Mitchell,  Dis.  and  Inj.  of  Nerves,  p.  238. 
"  Ibid.,  p.  243. 
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The  results  of  trciitniciit  luivo  been  very  satisfactory ;  the  lost  muscles 
have  been  restored,  the  skin  lias  regained  its  former  tone  and  elasticity, 
and  the  motion  is  fast  returning." 

I  may  in  conclusion  present  a  case  which  was  reported  by  Bernhardt, 
in  whicli  electricity  was  used. 

"  L.,^  43  years  old  r  dislocated  his  left  humerus  by  falling  on  his  left 
shoulder.  He  had  pain  in  tiie  shoulder,  and  found  it  impossil)ie  to  use  his 
arm,  and  tliat  felt  cold.  The  dislocation  was  found  to  be  suhcoracoid,  and 
after  eight  days  it  was  reduced.  The  pain  ceased,  but  the  paralysis  con- 
tinued. In  tiie  palm  of  the  hand  tliere  was,  after  three  weeks,  consider- 
able scaling  of  the  epidermis.  Pressure  on  tiie  shoulder  was  not  painful, 
but  a  strong  grasp  of  tlie  triceps  and  of  the  muscles  of  the  forearm  was 
unpleasant.  Occasionally  there  was  a  sense  of  formication  from  the 
middle  of  the  arm  down  the  extensor  side  of  the  forearm  to  tlie  end  of  tlie 
lingers.  The  left  arm  could  be  raised  in  a  straight  line  forward  about 
half  a  foot,  but  could  not  be  carried  backward  nor  across  tlie  breast.  The 
forearm  could  not  be  bent  on  the  arm  ;  only  the  supinator  longus  was 
rendered  tense.  Extension  was  impossible  ;  supination  was  slight.  The 
hand  could  be  raised  somewhat.  Abduction  and  adduction  of  the  hand, 
flexion  and  extension  of  the  fingers,  were  impossible.  The  prick  of  a 
needle  was  felt  to  the  upper  border  of  the  lower  third  of  the  arm  on  both 
sides  equally.  In  the  lower  third  of  the  left  arm,  in  the  elbow-joint,  and 
the  upper  part  of  the  forearm,  the  skin  is  more  sensitive  on  the  right  than 
the  left.  In  the  rest  of  the  forearm,  in  the  hand  and  fingers,  the  sensa- 
tion is  a  little  less  on  the  left  than  right,  but  nearly  equal.  Tiie  muscles 
of  the  arm  and  forearm,  of  the  hand  and  finger,  as  well  as  the  deltoid, 
showed  only  tlie  slightest  reaction  to  the  induction  current.  Likewise  the 
use  of  a  very  strong  galvanic  current  either  to  nerve  or  muscle,  by 
opening  or  closing,  failed  to  produce  contraction. 

"  From  the  5th  of  January,  every  other  day,  the  patient  was  treated 
with  a  strong  galvanic  current,  the  anode  and  the  cathode  being  placed  on 
the  paralyzed  muscles.  After  four  weeks  he  could  raise  the  arm  forty 
degrees,  also  some  distance  backward,  so  as  to  touch  the  right  shoulder 
with  the  left  hand.  Also,  he  could  bend  tlie  forearm  on  the  arm,  and  had 
some  motion  in  the  hand  and  fingers.  After  eight  weeks  more  motion 
was  nearly  restored." 

DIPHTHERITIC  PARALYSIS. 

Diphtheritic  paralysis  may  either  take  place  as  a  feature  of  the  diph- 
theritic attack,  or  it  may  appear  during  convalescence,  or  even  several 
weeks  after  recovery.  The  paralysis  is  generally  bilateral,  and  does  not 
last  any  great  length  of  time  if  the  throat  is  alone  affected,  and  rarely 
exceeds  ten  or  fifteen  days  in  duration.  Sliould  the  loss  of  power  begin 
at  the  same  time  as  the  acute  disease,  the  progress  of  the  case  is  much 
more  apt  to  be  favorable,  and  the  paralysis  disapjiears  in  a  sliorter  space 
of  time  than  if  it  occurs  at  a  period  subsequent  to  the  disease. 


'  Reported  by  M.  Bernhardt,  Berliner  Klinisclic  Wochensclirift,  Xo.  5,  1871. 
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Lannd  states  that  a  marked  and  sudden  increase  of  temperature  dui-ing 
the  diphtheritic  attack  or  convalescence  is  indicative  of  paralysis. 

The  paralysis  may  be  simply  motorial,  or  there  may  be  a  corresponding 
loss  of  sensation  wliich  is  variable  in  extent. 

The  muscles  of  the  throat  are  usually  involved,  so  that  regurgitation  of 
fluids  takes  place  througli  the  nose,  or  there  may  be  certain  phenomena 
which  are  so  well  marked  in  bulbar  paralysis,  in  which  the  lesion  is  one 
of  a  destructive  chai-actcr.  When  the  limbs  are  paralyzed,  there  may  be, 
according  to  Brenner,  movements  of  a  choreic  character  which  depend 
upon  the  irregularity  of  the  paralysis,  the  antagonism  of  certain  groups  of 
muscles  being  abolished.  The  organs  of  special  sense  are  not  unusually 
involved.  There  may  be  paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  accommodation, ' 
neuro-retinitis,  and  sometimes  ptosis.  Deafness  is  not  rare,  and  in  one 
of  my  own  cases  there  had  been  tinnitus  immediately  preceding  the 
deafness. 

The  following  case  is  of  a  very  interesting  nature,  from  the  fact  that  it 
is  reported  by  the  patient  himself,  who  is  a  medical  man.^ 

"  In  October,  1875,  being  twenty-six  years  of  age  and  in  good  health, 
after  two  months'  constant  exposure  to  diphtheria,  I  was  inoculated  from 
a  child  two  years  old,  who,  on  examination,  coughed  portions  of  the  mem- 
brane into  my  face.  Six  days  after  this  exposure  I  was  seized  with  a  chill, 
followed  the  next  day  (October  28th)  by  the  appearance  of  a  diphtheritic 
deposit  on  one  tonsil.  The  deposit  Avas  limited  to  the  tonsils  and  back 
part  of  the  pharynx,  and  in  nine  days  disappeared.  Exhaustion  and  great 
gastric  irritability  retarded  convalescence.  Four  weeks  passed  before  I 
was  able  to  sit  up.  Two  weeks  after  convalescence  was  declared,  a  sharp, 
lancinating  pain  in  the  left  axilla  was  noticed,  recurring  two  or  three  times 
at  short  intervals.  In  a  few  days,  after  seeing  visitors  or  talking  a  little, 
severe  and  constant  pain  in  the  elbow-joints  occurred,  which  soon  ex- 
tended to  the  muscles  of  the  arm  and  chest.  After  I'esting,  these  pains 
diminished  or  disappeared,  and  in  a  week  entirely  ceased.  On  attempting 
to  rise,  my  limbs  seemed  surprisingly  weak,  but  at  the  expiration  of  the 
sixth  week  a  short  walk  was  possible.  After  a  brief  period  of  improve- 
ment my  legs  began  to  grow  uncertain  and  weak,  and  by  December  10th 
I  could  take  but  a  few  steps.  At  this  time  a  partial  loss  of  sensation  came 
on,  beginning  in  the  feet  and  gradually  progressing  to  the  trunk,  together 
with  a  feeling  of  coldness  in  the  feet,  which,  however,  were  not  cold  to  the 
touch.  This  numbness  increased  faster  than  the  loss  of  motion.  Soon 
after  its  appearance  in  the  lower  extremities  the  ends  of  the  fingers  lost 
their  sense  of  touch,  the  loss  of  power  also  extending  in  a  week  to  the 
elbows,  and  at  no  time  greatly  affecting  the  arm.  Loss  of  motion  in  the 
fingers  and  forearm  accompanied  it  and  increased  for  some  weeks.  The 
mouth,  tongue,  and  portions  of  the  face  lost  their  sensitiveness  at  tlie  same 
time  and  to  the  same  degree.  In  a  few  days  my  voice  grew  thick,  and 
was  soon  like  that  caused  by  cleft  palate.  The  soft  palate  and  uvula  huno- 
loosely  in  the  mouth,  and  on  attempting  to  swallow  fluids  they  were  rcnir- 
gitated  through  the  nares.    Dimness  of  vision  for  a  short  time  prevented 


'  See  cases  reported  by  Hutchinson,  Lancet,  Jan.  7,  1871. 

^  Dr.  A.  F.  Reed,  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  July  13,  1876. 


468 


DISEASES  OF  THE  PERIPHERAL  NERVES. 


roiuling.  In  tlirco  weeks  my  voice,  tlicn  ut  times  unintelligible,  grew  sud- 
denly better,  luid  in  four  or  five  days  was  restored.  Tiie  difficulty  in  swal- 
lowing also  soon  disajjjieared.  Tlie  loss  of  motion  and  sensation  in  both 
arms  and  legs  increased.  In  walking  I  seemed  to  be  on  velvet ;  there  was 
a  sensation  of  coldness  in  my  feet,  and  at  first  tlie  circulation  was  retarded. 
The  general  loss  of  power  was  progressive  until  Fcdji-uary  1st.  It  was 
then  impossible  for  me  to  stand  alone  even  when  lifted  up,  to  raise  myself 
an  inch  from  the  chair  by  my  arm,  to  bring  my  thumb  and  forefinger 
together,  or  to  exercise  my  strength  in  any  part.  The  toes  hung  lifeless, 
and  no  refiex  action  was  produced  on  tickling  the  sole  of  the  foot.  The 
urine  was  voided  with  difficulty,  and  the  power  of  erection  was  gone. 
The  interosseous  muscles  were  wholly  paralyzed,  though  still  reacting  to 
the  faradic  current.  The  fingers  were  drawn  up  when  the  hand  was  at 
rest,  but  only  by  great  effort  could  be  straightened  out  again.  The  mus- 
cles of  the  arms  were  much  weakened,  but  with  those  of  the  thigh  retained 
more  power  than  the  rest.  They  were  also  the  last  to  lose  and  the  first  to 
gain  motion.  All  these  muscles  were  more  or  less  responsive  to  the  faradic 
current,  the  gastrocnemius  least  of  all.  During  the  weeks  previous  and 
at  this  date  my  appetite  was  excellent,  and  my  food  well  digested.  From 
this  time  an  improvement  as  general  as  the  invasion  was  noticed.  In  one 
week  I  could  lift  my  body  in  the  chair  an  inch  or  two,  and  Avhen  standing 
felt  more  secure.  In  two  weeks  I  could  raise  myself  up  from  the  chair  mainly 
by  my  arms,  and  undressed  without  aid.  At  the  end  of  three  weeks  I 
could  walk  about  the  room  aided  by  a  cane,  and  wrote  legibly.  The  diffi- 
culty in  voiding  the  urine  and  loss  of  power  of  erection  had  by  this  time 
gone.  In  four  weeks  I  walked  out  for  a  short  distance,  and  in  two  weeks 
more  all  paralysis  had  disappeared,  leaving  some  neuralgic  pains  in  the 
knees  and  feet,  which  lasted  but  a  short  time.  On  April  1st  I  walked 
several  miles  without  great  fatigue.  Atmospheric  changes  made  no  change 
in  my  strength.  Insomnia  was  the  greatest  annoyance  suffijred  while  con- 
fined to  the  house.  Three  or  four  hours'  sleep  was  all  that  could  be 
obtained.    The  loss  of  sleep  did  not,  however,  leave  me  unrefreshed. 

"  Treatment :  From  January  1 2th  faradism  to  the  muscles  every  day  until 
February  loth,  afterwards  three  times  a  week  for  three  weeks.  Tincture 
of  nux  vomica  and  tincture  of  phosphoric  ether  were  given  for  ten  days. 
The  stomach  rejecting  these,  one-thirtieth  of  a  grain  of  strychnine  was 
substituted,  which  Avas  increased  to  one-fifteenth  three  times  daily  for  six 
weeks.  A  pint  of  ale  daily  for  two  months.  Friction  and  kneading  of 
muscles  every  morning  for  one  hour." 

Causes  Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology — Dowse'  quotes 

Balthazar  Foster,  who  has  stated  that  "  he  has  never  known  paralysis  to 
follow  the  non-febrile  form  of  diphtheria."  Dowse  thinks  that  the  vio- 
lence of  diphtheria  has  little  to  do  with  the  development  of  the  paralysis, 
and  says  that  he  has  seen  cases  following  modified  attacks. 

My  own  experience  leads  me  to  disagree  with  him.  I  have  seen  six 
cases  of  diphtheritic  paralysis,  and  these  were  among  the  most  violent 
cases. 


'  Sec  case  reported  by  l)r.  A.  W.  Foot,  Dublin  Quarterly  Journal,  Sept. 
1872,  p.  176,  of  "Locomotor  Ataxia  subsequent  to  Diphtheria."  This  was  evi- 
dently the  ataxic  form  of  Brenner. 
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Labadie  La'Tiive,  Andral.and  others  have  calUul  attention  to  the  blood- 
changes  in  this  disease,  viz.,  diminished  fibrine  and  an  increased  number 
of  white  corpuscles.  Saund  has  found  that  the  red  corpuscles  are  de- 
stroyed, and  that  there  is  a  great  increase  in  the  amount  of  ddbris  with 
albuminous  in-ine.  The  paralysis  takes  place,  however,  in  a  later  stage, 
but  Dowse  has  shown  that  the  albumen  in  the  urine  reappears  with  the 
paralysis,  and  that  it  again  diminishes  in  quantity  as  recovery  takes  place  ; 
iience  we  may  infer  that  a  connection  exists  between  the  blood  condition 
and  the  paralysis.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  paralysis  of  the  palate  and 
muscles  of  the  pharynx  are  the  result  of  pressure  made  by  the  diphtheritic 
membrane. 

Diagnosis  Diphtlieritic  paralysis  need  not  be  mistaken  for  any 

other  atiection,  tliough  occasionally,  in  its  ataxic  form,  it  is  confounded 
with  posterior  spinal  sclerosis.  Its  transitory  nature  should  render  such 
an  error  as  this  impossible.  For  the  same  reason  it  should  not  be  con- 
fused with  organic  paralysis. 

Prognosis  I  have  never  heard  of  a  fatal  case,  that  is,  a  death  which 

was  a  result  of  paralysis  occurring  during  convalescence  from  diphtheria. 
When  paralysis  takes  place  before  the  violence  of  the  disease  has  been 
spent,  death  may  take  place  from  the  acute  disease.  The  duration  of  the 
paralysis  is  from  eiglit  or  ten  days  to  many  months. 

Treatment — Nutritious  food,  massage,  strychnia,  and  iron,  quinine, 
and  stimulants  with  faradization,  are  the  indications.  The  plan  pursued 
in  Dr.  Reed's  case  will  serve  as  a  model. 
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CHAPTER  Xyill. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  PEIlirilERAL  NERVES  (Concluded). 

LEAD  POISONING. 
Synonyms  Colica  pictonum  ;  Plumbism. 

The  toxic  effects  of  lead,  wlietlier  talcen  internally  or  absorbed  by  the 
skin,  are  extremely  varied  and  interesting.  Disorders  of  motility  and 
sensation  are  produced  which,  though  rarely  alarming,  are  most  distress- 
ing conditions. 

Symptoms — Among  the  early  symptoms  of  lead  poisoning  may  be 
mentioned  the  abdominal  pain  which  has  received  the  name  of  colica 
pictonum,  and  which  Romberg^  considers  a  species  of  neuralgia  of  the 
mesenteric  plexuses.  TanquereP  has  graphically  sketched  the  appearance 
and  development  of  this  symptom.  At  first  there  is  constipation  which 
lasts  for  some  weeks,  and  sometimes  follows  a  slight  diarrhoea,  while  after 
a  short  time  a  sense  of  epigastric  oppression  is  experienced,  with  nausea 
and  eructations,  and  gnawing  twisting  pains  which  occupy  the  umbilical 
region.  These  pains  are  much  worse  at  night,  and  rarely  shift  their  posi- 
tion.   Pressure  relieves  them  to  some  extent,  as  it  does  in  simple  colic. 

During  the  paroxysms  there  is  great  muscular  rigidity,  and  the  ab- 
dominal muscles  seem  to  be  rigid.  The  skin  is  cool,  and  perhaps  bathed 
in  sweat,  and  the  pulse  is  full  and  bounding,  and  quite  hard.  The  con- 
stipation continues,  and  the  feces  that  are  occasionally  voided  are  scyba- 
lous and  of  a  whitish-gi'ay  color.  The  urine  is  of  high  specific  gravity,  is 
quite  light  in  color,  and  voided  in  considerable  amounts. 

The  complexion  of  the  individual  is  sallow,  and  the  skin  rough ;  and,  if 
his  lips  be  separated,  the  peculiar  bluish  line  at  that  part  of  the  gums 
which  is  in  contact  with  the  teeth  Avill  be  seen.  This  line  is  a  quite  con- 
stant symptom ;  it  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  valuable  diagnostic  marks. 
The  remaining  part  of  the  gums  is  quite  spongy  and  dark. 

There  may  be  in  conjunction  with  lead  colic  a  very  well-marked  cuta- 
neous anassthesia  or  liyperassthesia,  but  the  latter  is  more  common.  The 
skin  is  exquisitely  sensitive  in  parts,  such  as  the  scalp,  the  groin,  the  bend 
of  the  elbow,  and  other  like  regions.  Pressure  seems  to  relieve  this  ten- 
derness, but  light  irritation  aggravates  it  markedly. 

A  form  of  tremor  which  is  apt  to  be  confused  with  those  of  a  sclerotic 
nature  has  been  found  as  a  rare  symptom.    Brockman  observed  it  among 


'  Op.  cit.,  vol.  ii.  p  132. 

^  Triiit6s  des  Maladies  de  Plomb.  on  Saturnines,  1839. 
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workers  in  the  lead  mines  of  the  llartz  Mountains.  It  may  be  local  or 
general,  and  in  the  first  form  the  hands  are  affected.  The  lips  may  be 
agitated,  and  the  levator  anguli  oris  is  often  involved,  so  thattiie  corner  of 
the  month  is  drawn  np.  In  the  other  form  the  head,  trunk,  and  arms  are 
all  in  a  state  of  tremor,  the  head  being  bowed  on  tiie  chest,  and  the  legs 
unsteady.    In  this  latter  form  there  is  usually  a  profound  toxic  condition. 

By  far  the  most  important  symptom,  and  one  which  may  or  may  not  be 
preceded  by  lead  colic,  is  the  form  of  local  paralysis  known  as  "  lead  palsy" 
or  "  lead  paresis."  The  onset  of  the  uuilady  is  usually  gradual,  the  patient 
being  unable  at  first  to  extend  the  fingers.  There  is  nearly  always  some 
numbness  of  the  hand,  and  rarely  tremor.  It  is  not  often  that  the  para- 
lysis becomes  general,  but  the  extensors  of  the  forearms  are,  as  a  rule, 
involved.  In  this  condition  the  hands  hang  lielplessly,  and  an  appearance 
results  which  has  been  called  "  drop  wi-ist."  There  is  generally  some 
paralysis  of  the  fiexors,  but  this  is  almost  inappreciable.  Other  muscles, 
notably  those  of  the  shoulder,  are  affected  if  the  lead  saturation  be  pro- 
found, and,  as  a  consequence,  the  patient  may  be  unable  to  raise  his  arm. 
I  have  never  seen  a  case  in  which  the  lower  extremities  were  involved. 

Electric  sensibility  and  contractility  are  much  reduced,  and  there  is 
marked  anaasthesia  in  most  of  the  cases.  Faradism  rarely  provokes  mus- 
cular contractions,  and  in  old  cases  even  the  galvanic  current  fails  to  call 
forth  the  slightest  response. 

Atrophy  is  a  result  of  the  paralysis,  and  the  interosseous  spaces  of  the 
forearm  are  sometimes  very  plainly  marked,  the  loss  of  substance  being 
quite  decided. 

The  colic  generally  subsides  with  the  appearance  of  the  paralysis,  and 
according  to  Romberg^  the  two  conditions  rarely  coexist.  In  the  cases 
recorded  by  various  observers  the  muscles  of  both  extremities  of  one  kind 
were  affected  in  the  great  majority  of  instances,  and  from  my  own  expe- 
rience I  consider  unilateral  lead  paralysis  to  be  an  anomalous  condition. 

Occasionally  a  cerebral  condition  results  from  lead  poisoning,  and  gene- 
rally follows  the  colic.  This  is  characterized  by  vertigo  and  headache, 
general  malaise,  and  tremor  of  the  hands  which  is  aggravated  by  volun- 
tary action.  A  more  serious  state  is  sometimes  produced,  however,  which 
is  symptomatized  by  delirium,  convulsions,  and  stupor. 

The  duration  of  lead  paralysis,  or  the  other  condition  I  have  noticed,  is 
of  course  governed  by  the  existence  of  the  cause  and  the  exposure  of  the 
patient.  Most  of  the  toxic  lead  states  disappear,  however,  in  a  very  short 
time,  provided  the  patient  protects  himself  by  leaving  his  injurious  occu- 
pation, and  the  proper  remedies  be  administered. 

The  following  may  be  cited  as  a  well-marked  case  of  lead  poisoning :  . 

Jas.  McK.,  jEt.  55,  N.  Y.  City,  painter.  Has  followed  his  trade  35  years, 
engaged  mostly  on  "inside  work,"  "flatting."  Never  had  any  trouble 
till  two  years  ago,  when  he  noticed  pains  in  his  limbs,  back,  and  subocci- 


'  Op.  eit.,  vol.  ii.  p.  136. 
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pital  region  ;  not  much  colic,  but  some  nausea ;  loss  of  appetite  ;  not  con- 
stipated. Wiiile  actually  engaged  in  work  he  became  dizzy,  and  "  a  blur 
came  across  his  eyes."  Last  acute  attack  was  obliged  to  leave  work  sud- 
denly on  account  of  severe  l)ackaclie.  He  tlien  noticed  a  loss  of  pow(;r  in 
right  hand.  He  consulted  me  in  July,  1877,  presenting  well-marked 
"  wrist  drop,"  so  that  lie  was  unable  to  extend  his  iiand.  He  complained 
of  formication  of  soles  of  feet,  insomnia,  and  pains  in  slioulders,  knee- 
joints,  and  about  heart.  Well-marked  l)luc.  line  iind  very  dirty  gums. 
The  necks  of  the  tcetii  are  carious  and  black,  and  he  has  lost  several  of 
them  during  the  past  few  years. 

Loss  of  sensation  of  cutaneous  surface. 

Hand} — Atropiiy  of  adductor  of  tiiundj,  so  that  quite  a  hollow  exists. 

Forearm — Complete  loss  of  electro-muscular  contractility  in  common 
extensor  of  right  forearm  ;  slight  power  under  electrical  stimulus  of  ex- 
tensor of  thumb  and  little  finger.  Flexors  sliglitly  impaired,  but  con- 
tractility scarcely  lost. 

Arm — Muscles  all  contract  well.  Patient  cannot  take  off  his  coat  or 
underclothing,  or  cannot  button  his  clothes. 

7reatment — Electricity  and  potass,  iodid.  with  strychnine. 

Causes — The  majority  of  cases  of  lead  poisoning  arise  from  the  inspi- 
ration of  finely  divided  particles  of  lead,  and  not  from  tiie  manipulation  of 
pieces  of  the  metal;  consequently,  painters,  smelters,  white-lead  makers, 
and  miners  are  more  often  victims  than  any  other  classes  of  individuals. 
Thei'e  seems  to  be  an  idea  that  printers  are  especially  subject  to  lead  dis- 
eases ;  and  at  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Healtli  of  the  city  of  New  York 
I  made  an  extensive  examination  of  the  printing-offices  for  the  purpose 
of  testing  the  question.  I  interviewed  nearly  1500  men,  women,  and 
children,  and  found  not  a  single  case  of  paralysis.  Among  the  grinders 
of  type  (those  who  smooth  the  sides  and  ends  of  the  type  against  large 
rough  stones),  I  found  that  the  persistent  use  of  the  muscles  of  the  thumb 
and  forefinger,  in  one  case,  resulted  in  a  condition  resembling  progressive 
muscular  atrophy.  In  the  lead  pipe  and  shot  manufactories  my  experience 
was  the  same. 

The  painters,  however,  seem  to  be  most  frequently  poisoned.  An  ope- 
ration known  as  "  flatting,"  in  which  the  painter  closes  all  the  doors 
and  windows  of  a  room,  and  applies  thin  paint,  is  attended  with  great 
danger.  The  turpentine  evaporates  rapidly,  and  carries  with  it  minute 
particles  of  lead  which  the  workman  must  inhale. 

Dr.  Richardson,^  in  a  thesis  which  embodies  a  large  amount  of  valuable 
reseai'ch,  thus  describes  the  manner  of  prepai-ing  white  lead,  and  the  dan- 
ger which  attends  its  manufacture. 

"  The  metal  first  comes  in  contact  with  the  skin  of  the  men  in  being 
carried  by  hand  from  the  cars  to  the  melting-room.  Here  many  tons  are 
melted  at  once  and  cast  into  thin,  circular,  perforated  plates  called  buckles, 
of  such  shape  as  to  expose  as  much  surface  as  possible  for  the  weight. 


'  Can  only  force  dynamometer  index  to  4  with  right  hand  ;  left,  15. 
2  Graduation  Thesis,  Harvard  Medical  School — Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journ., 
Oct.  4,  1877. 
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The  temperature  is  very  high.  Bathed  in  perspiration  the  men  stand  for 
hours  inhaling  tlie  minute  particles  of  the  oxide  of  lead  which  escape 
from  the  cooling  buckles  and  fill  the  air.  Their  thirst  in  this  part  of  the 
process  is  insatiable,  and  enormous  quantities  of  ice-water  are  swallowed, 
whereby  the  dust,  which  adheres  to  the  tongue  and  lips,  is  washed  directly 
into  the  stomach. 

Having  been  carried  to  a  neighboring  shed,  the  buckles  are  placed  over 
pyroligneous  acid  in  earthen  pots  of  about  four  quarts  capacity.  Many 
thousand  of  these  pots  are  packed  together  in  the  refuse  of  stables  or  the 
exhausted  bark  from  tanneries,  and  are  exposed  to  the  moderate  heat 
which  is  spontaneously  generated  about  them.  The  wood  vinegar  is  vola- 
tilized and  rises  through  the  buckles,  changing  by  some  obscure  chemical 
reaction  the  blue  metallic  lead  into  the  white  carbonate.  After  an  ex- 
posure of  this  sort,  lasting  from  six  weeks  to  three  months,  the  pots  are 
unpacked  and  the  whitened  lead  removed.  Here  for  hours  men  breathe 
the  vapors  rising  from  the  heated  bark,  loaded  with  poisonous  particles  of 
the  now  dusty  metal.  In  English  mills  this  part  of  the  process  is  done 
by  women,  with  most  disastrous  effects  upon  the  health.  To  separate  the 
blue  from  the  white  lead  the  buckles  are  placed  in  a  revolving  cylinder  of 
wire-cloth,  through  which  the  carbonate,  more  or  less  pulverized,  falls. 
The  blue  portion  remains  in  the  cylinder  and  is  melted  again.  To  be  in 
this  room  without  pi-otection  is  suicidal,  for  the  air  is  filled  with  visible 
clouds  of  dust.  The  utmost  care  must  be  taken.  The  mouth  and  nostrils 
are  covered  by  a  moist  sponge  to  catch  the  floating  particles.  The  skin 
and  clothes  quickly  become  white  with  lead.  The  semi-powdered  metal, 
having  been  shovelled  into  barrels  and  rolled  into  another  division  of  the 
works,  is  mixed  with  water  and  finely  ground.  When  it  fills  the  water 
as  a  milky  precipitate,  the  whole  is  drawn  off  and  dried  on  long  tables  at 
a  temperature  of  140°  F.  Formerly  the  grinding  was  done  without 
water,  and  the  lead  sickness  was  much  more  common  than  now.  The 
drying-room  is  the  most  poisonous  one  in  modern  mills.  It  combines  the 
effects  of  the  dust  which  fills  the  air  with  those  of  a  heated  atmosphere. 
Here,  as  in  the  melting-room,  the  skin  is  kept  in  the  best  state  for  absorp- 
tion. A  terrible  thirst  makes  the  men  swallow  large  quantities  of  cold 
water  with  the  lead  which  accumulates  on  their  lips  and  tongues,  while  at 
every  breath  fine  dust  is  drawn  into  the  lungs. 

The  general  appearance  of  the  men  is  not  good.  The  faces  are  sallow 
and  more  or  less  worn.  The  sclerotic  coat  is  yellowish.  Their  motions 
are  far  from  energetic,  and  in  some  cases  eccentric  and  unsteady.  One 
would  say  immediately,  I  think,  that  the  general  appearance  is  much 
below  that  of  the  average  Avorkman. 

1.  The  first  man  examined  has  worked  in  all  parts  of  the  mill  for  thir- 
teen years.  His  only  trouble  is  rheumatism.  The  gums  show  a  distinct 
blue  line  along  the  border. 

2.  After  seven  years  in  the  corroding  rooms  has  no  symptoms  excepting 
the  blue  line. 

3.  After  grindirfg  lead  with  oil  has  only  the  blue  line. 
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4.  After  working  in  all  ])arts  of  tlie  mill  for  six  months  lias  had  viohmt 
colic  and  great  constipation.    Blue  line  marked. 
/).  Reports  only  blue  line  after  four  years'  work. 

G.  Tiic  machinist,  after  repairing  in  the  drying-room  a  few  hours  a  day 
for  ten  days,  M-as  afl'ected  with  colic  and  constipation.  Has  great  habit- 
ual constipation.    lilue  line  very  marked. 

7.  After  seven  years  only  blue  line. 

8.  After  twelve  years  has  only  blue  line  and  fungous  bleeding  gums, 
with  occasional  colic  and  obstinate  constipation. 

9.  After  six  years  in  corroding-room  has  only  blue  line. 

10.  Has  worked  in  all  parts  of  the  mill  for  fifteen  years  without  show- 
ing a  trace  of  blue  line  or  any  other  symptoms  whatever.    Very  neat. 

11.  After  three  years  only  blue  line. 
]  2.  After  four  years,  nothing. 

13.  Blue  line,  rheumatic  pains,  and  fainting  fits.    This  was  a  remark- 
ably neat  man. 

14.  After  four  years  no  trace  of  poisoning. 

lo.  After  four  years  entirely  used  up.    Had  to  leave  all  work. 

16.  After  one  year's  work  completely  crippled,  having  paralysis  of  the 
extensors,  aphonia,  and  general  debility. 

17.  The  carpenter,  after  repairing  ten  days  in  the  drying-room,  had 
severe  colic,  obstinate  constipation,  and  pereistent  blue  line. 

18-75.  Of  the  rest  of  the  seventy-five  men  whom  I  examined  all  had  a 
distinct  blue  line  about  the  gums,  and,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  habit- 
ual constipation.  There  was  nothing  further  than  this  to  suggest  the 
presence  of  lead. 

In  addition  to  the  above  cases,  three  of  the  former  employes  had  suf- 
fered with  difficulty  in  speaking,  three  with  amaurosis,  several  with  cere- 
bral troubles,  and  many  with  paralysis.  The  superintendent  has  observed 
that  the  most  frequent  complaint  has  been  of  swollen  joints  and  aching 
bones.  In  the  numerous  cases  of  paralysis  which  he  has  seen  during 
many  years'  service  at  these  works,  he  has  noticed  that  the  wrists  have 
become  much  swollen  before  paralysis  of  the  extensors.  A  curious  tradi- 
tion exists  among  them  that  they  cannot  drink  alcoholic  liquors  and  keep 
up  with  their  work,  like  laboring  men  in  other  manufactories.  Several 
cases  were  told  me  of.  men  who  quickly  succumbed  to  the  influence  of  the 
lead  after  beginning  the  use  of  strong  stimulants." 

Lead  is  often  taken  into  the  stomach  without  the  knowledge  of  the  in- 
dividual, and  lead  pipes  are  a  prolific  source  of  the  contamination  of 
water.  I  have  seen  three  cases  in  the  same  family  caused  by  tea  which 
had  been  made  from  a  specimen  containing  particles  of  sheet  lead  which 
had  lined  the  box.  The  last  two  or  three  pounds  were  impregnated  with 
these  impurities,  wliich  had  settled  to  the  bottom  of  the  chest.  It  was 
the  custom  to  make  tea  and  from  time  to  time  to  add  fresh  leaves  and  pour 
on  hot  water,  so  that  there  was  constantly  a  quantity  of  lead  subjected  to 
the  action  of  the  fluid.  Upon  analysis,  quite  an  amount  of  lead  was, 
found. 
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Ciiscs  arising  from  tlio  use  of  cosmetics  and  hair-dyes  are  too  common 
to  need  anytliinn;  more  than  bare  mention. 

Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology — Andral  and  TanquereP  were 
unable  "to  discover  any  paMiognoniunic  condition  of  the  intestines  in  lead 
colic  ;  but  the  latter  authority  foiuul  lead  dc^posits  in  the  intestines,  mus- 
cles, and  nervous  substances.  In  a  ca,se  of  lead  paralysis  reported  by 
Gombault,^  there  was  found  to  be  no  change  in  the  cord,  and  the  only 
morbid  appearances  anywhere  else  were  in  the  nerves,  the  medullary  sub- 
stance having  undergone  a  granular  alteration.  No  other  appearances 
which  might  clear  up  the  pathology  of  the  affection  have  been  seen. 

Eemak^'  is  of  the  opinion  that  lead  palsy  is  a  central  disease,  and  he 
presents  several  cases  to  show  its  likeness  to  infantile  paralysis.  The 
same  electrical  reaction  of  the  muscles  in  these  two  affections,  and  the 
fact  that  groups  of  muscles  are  affected  which  act  together,  not  necessarily 
being  those  supplied  by  the  same  nerve,  lead  him  to  think  that  the  paraly- 
sis is  of  central  origin.  The  blue  line  of  the  gums,  which  indicate  plum- 
bic saturation,  was  first  described  by  Burton  in  1840.  By  Tanquerel  it 
is  supposed  to  be  produced  by  the  decomposition  of  food  about  the  teeth, 
the  sulphuretted  hydrogen  uniting  Avith  the  lead.  It  occurs  in  people  who 
brush  their  teeth  as  well,  however,  as  in  those  of  careless  and  untidy 
habits.    Dr.  Richardson''  tried  the  following  experiment : — 

"A  strong,  healthy  cat  was  fed  for  a  week  upon  milk,  to  which  had 
been  added  a  small  portion  of  a  solution  of  plumbic  acetate.  At  the  end 
of  a  week  the  animal  was  killed,  after  having  shown  symptoms  of  severe 
constitutional  disturbance.  The  lower  jaw  was  excised,  and  the  gums 
found  perfectly  clean.  The  upper  jaw  was  also  clean.  The  lower  jaw 
was  placed  in  water,  through  which  a  stream  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen 
was  passed  for  several  hours.  At  the  end  of  that  time  a  perfectly  distinct 
and  unmistakable  blue  line  was  found  throughout  the  juncture  of  the  gum 
with  the  teeth.  The  stomach  and  intestines  of  the  animal  showed  nothing 
remarkable.  The  presence  of  the  blue  line  seems,  therefore,  to  depend 
on  a  certain  amount  of  putrefaction  about  the  teeth." 

The  elimination  of  lead  is  usually  rapid  when  the  proper  remedies  are 
administered  to  convert  it  into  a  form  for  excretion.  If  nature  is  left 
to  herself,  the  process  is  more  slow.  Potain  considers  that  it  is  eliminated 
only  very  slowly  by  the  sweat-glands,  and  not  by  the  kidneys  or  salivary 
glands,  but  I  am  disposed  to  consider  that  elimination  does  take  place  by 
the  kidneys. 

Diagnosis — In  nearly  all  cases  of  lead  poisoning,  it  is  usually  possi- 
ble to  detect  the  cachexia,  which  is  so  well  expressed  by  the  different 
signs  I  have  enumerated.  If  our  suspicions  are  not  verified  by  appear- 
ances in  an  acute  case,  we  may  test  the  patient's  urine.    A  few  drops  of 


'  Tanquerel,  p.  326.  «  Archiv.  G6n6rales,  1873. 

'  Archiv  fur  Psyehiatrie  and  Nervenkrankheiten,  vi.  p.  1. 
*  Op.  cit. 
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ii  solution  of  sulphide  of  potassium  \vill  usually  precipitate  any  lead  that 
may  be  present  in  the  form  of  a  black  sulphide. 

The  paralysis  may  be  sometimes  confounded  with  other  forms,  but  when 
it  is  remembered  that  the  extensors  are  prominently  affected,  and  that 
there  are  lead  symptoms  at  some  time  or  otlier,  it  is  not  possible  to  be  mis- 
taken. 

Dr.  Wharton  Sinkler,'  in  an  admirable  paper,  calls  attention  to  the 
resemblance  between  "wrist  droj)"  due  to  lead  poisoning,  and  paralysis  of 
the  extensors  from  injury  of  the  musculo-spiral  nerve.  He  has  found 
paralysis  of  the  flexors  of  the  forearm  after  injury  of  the  nerve,  and  he  is 
inclined  to  think  that  in  the  beginning  there  is  never  paralysis  of  the 
flexors  in  lead  palsy. 

Prognosis — With  the  disappearance  of  the  cause,  we  may  expect  in 
most  cases  a  rapid  subsidence  of  symptoms.  It  is  true  the  paralysis  often 
lasts  for  some  time,  but  even  this  ultimately  disappears.  Deaths  by  lead 
poisoning  are  rare,  and  I  suppose  when  they  occur  are  due  to  an  affection 
of  the  brain,  to  which  I  liave  alluded.  The  mortality  from  lead  poisoning 
in  New  York  City  from  1852  to  1873  was  288.  48  died  in  1852  ;  and° 
strange  to  say,  but  four  in  1872." 

Treatment — If  we  have  correctly  diagnosed  the  condition,  our  ob- 
jects must  be  :  1.  To  relieve  pain  ;  2.  To  favor  elimination  of  the  lead  ; 
3.  To  guard  our  patient  against  being  continually  affected ;  4.  To  restore 
the  paralyzed  limbs. 

1.  No  better  remedy  is  possessed  than  iodide  of  potassium,  which  forms 
an  iodide  of  lead  which  is  an  innocuous  salt.  This  druo-  must  be  oriven  in 
moderate  doses,^  and  its  elimination  hastened  by  mild  purgatives.  It  will 
be  found  that,  if  the  patient  is  obliged  to  continue  at  his  work,  small  doses 
taken  daily,  or  acidulated  drinks,  will,  in  some  measure,  prevent  the  ab- 
sorption of  lead.  If  there  be  colic,  the  hypodermic  use  of  morphine  will 
give  great  relief. 

It  has  been  found  that  those  workmen  who  drink  a  great  deal  of  milk 
seem  to  escape  the  danger  of  lead-poisoning.  In  France  the  workmen  in 
the  lead-works  are  obliged  to  drink  milk,  and  it  is  found  to  be  an  excellent 
prophylactic.  Richardson's  case  (loc.  cit.")  did  not  suffer  so  long  as  he  kept 
his  cows  ;  but  when  he  parted  with  these  animals,  and  stopped  drinking 
milk,  the  most  decided  symptoms  of  plumbism  manifested  themselves. 

As  to  the  employment  of  electricity,  it  is  well  to  use  the  faradic  current 
if  possible ;  but  in  some  cases  this  produces  no  contractions.  In  such 
an  event  we  may  begin  with  the  slowly  intermitted  galvanic  current ;  and, 
after  a  while,  it  will  be  found,  as  in  some  other  paralyses,  that  the  faradic 
will  cause  muscular  response,  particularly  if  the  arm  be  so  supported  that 
the  muscles  shall  be  relaxed.     Dr.  H.  C.  Wood,*  of  Philadelphia,  has 


'  Am.  Psych.  Journal,  Nov.  1875,  p.  31. 
'  Report  of  the  Board  of  Health,  1872. 

*  Very  large  doses  seem  to  increase  the  symptoms. 

*  Phila.  Med.  Times,  Feb.  20,  1875. 
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noticed  the  fact  tlmt  voluntary  power  may  return  to  a  great  degree  witliout 
a  corresponding  return  of  electric  contractility. 

I  liav(!  before  alluded  to  an  inatrument  devised  by  Dr.  J.  Van  Bibbei-,' 
and  it  is  well  to  apply  tliis  so  that  the  muscles  may  be  entirely  supported.^ 

In  conclusion,  I  may  present  the  records  of  a  representative  case  of 
lead  palsy.  Tiie  patient  was  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Cross,  through  whose 
kindness  I  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  him: — 

M.  C.,-  aged  32  years,  single,  born  in  Ireland,  a  painter  by  occupation. 
He  has  been  moderately  temperate  in  liis  habits,  and  has  always  enjoyed 
good  health  until  1863,  when  he  was  suddenly  seized  with  u  severe  attack 
of  colic,  which  was  preceded  by  great  constipation  of  the  bowels  and  loss 
of  a|)pctite.  There  soon  succeeded  nausea  and  vomiting  of  bile,  accom- 
panied by  an  acute  lancinating  pain  in  the  epigastric  region,  which  was  so 
severe  that  the  patient  was  obliged  to  lie  flat  on  the  floor  and  press  his 
abdomen  strongly  against  that  surface,  in  order  to  obtain  temporary  relief. 


'  ' '  After  many  attempts  to  secure  this  advantage  by  means  of  sti-ips  of  plaster, 
it  was  determined  to  try  the  India-rubber  muscle  as  used  by  Dr.  Lewis  A.  Sayre 
in  orthopedic  surgery.  The  great  difliculty  in  the  use  of  such  an  appliance  was 
to  effect  its  application  without  causing  injurious  pressure  upon  the  circulation  of 
the  arm  and  hand.  I  am  not  aware  that  these  elastic  tubes  have  been  used  before 
to  correct  this  deformity,  or  attached  by  a  method  so  simple  and  so  free  from 
pressure  as  that  which  I  shall  now  describe.  Two  bands  of  inelastic  webbing, 
pierced  by  eyelets  at  certain  points,  and  each  having  a  convenient  buckle,  serve 
as  points  of  attachment.  The  one  for  the  hand,  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch 
wide,  so  made,  that  the  free  end  placed  upon  the  palm  pointing  towai-d  the  the- 
nar eminence,  and  the  eyelet-hole  resting  on  the  ball  of  little  finger,  the  band 
folded  once  around  that  finger  and  passed  over  dorsum  of  the  hand,  the  buckle 
would  come  in  a  convenient  place  upon  the  palmar  surface.  The  band  for  the 
arm  about  one  inch  in  width,  so  an-anged  that  the  eyelet  being  placed  upon  a 
line  a  little  above  the  external  condyle,  the  buckle  would  rest  upon  the  internal 
surface  of  the  arm. 

As  seen  in  the  illustration,  two  transverse  strips  of  plaster  are  adjusted  to  the 
arm  so  as  to  form  an  angle  just  below  the  eyelet,  and  thus  relieve  the  band,  which 
should  be  buckled  loosely,  from  all  injurious  traction.  The  fold  around  the  little 
finger,  and  the  muscle  resting  upon  the  webbing  on  the  dorsum  of  the  liand, 
enable  us  to  buckle  the  band  loose  enough  to  insure  perfect  abduction  of  all  the 
fingers.  Finally,  a  piece  of  India-rubber  tubing  of  correct  length  and  medium 
elasticity,  with  one  of  Dr.  Sayre's  metallic  hooks  attached  at  each  end,  consti- 
tutes the  entire  apparatus. 

Looking  upon  this  artificial  muscle  as  performing  to  some  extent  the  duty  of 
those  paralyzed,  I  can  probably  best  describe  its  application  by  saying,  in  ana- 
tomical language,  that  it  arises  from  a  point  a  little  above  the  external  condyle, 
and  ])assing  downward  on  the  extensor  surface  of  forearm,  under  the  cuff,  which 
we  might  call  the  annular  ligament,  forward  over  dorsal  aspect  of  the  hand,  jiass- 
ing  between  the  index  and  second  fingers,  which  serve  as  a  trochlea  or  pulley, 
then  transversely  across  the  palmar  surface  of  the  hand,  and  is  inserted  at  a  jioint 

about  the  articulation  of  the  fifth  metacarpal  bone  with  its  first  phalange."  N. 

Y.  Med.  Journ.,  May,  1874. 

2  Reported  in  the  PsychologicalJournal,  Jan.  1871,  by  Dr.  Cross. 
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Tluise  symptoms  continued  oil'  und  on  for  u  period  of  about  two  weeks, 
gnuhiiilly  (liniiMisliin<>;  in  severity,  liowever,  especially  after  an  evacuation 
from  tiie  rectum,  which  was  only  oblained  with  the  greatest  dilliculty. 
His  right  log  at  this  time  became  acdematous.  In  the  course  of  two  months 
he  resumed  his  usual  avocation,  that  of  a  painter,  but  was  not  aware  at 
this  time  that  his  sickness  had  been  caused  by  tlie  action  of  lead.  Duriu"' 
the  year  1867  his  bowels  again  became  very  costive;  and  his  stools,  which 
consisted  of  only  a  few  lum[)S  of  dry,  hardened  feces,  were  attended  with 
much  straining. 

Soon  there  followed  a  second  attack  much  more  sevei-e  than  the  first, 
which  was  characterized  by  nearly  similar  symptoms,  only  there  was 
superadded  great  tenderness  over  the  kidneys,  which  were  so  sensitive 
that  the  least  pressure  caused  him  the  most  intense  agony.  The  urine 
was  very  scanty  and  high-colored,  and  there  was  a  M'ell-nuirked  blue 
discoloration  of  the  gums.  In  a  few  months,  having  somewhat  recovered, 
he  went  to  work  again  at  his  former  occupation,  which  he  pursued  unin- 
terruptedly until  the  25th  of  December,  18G9,  when,  after  having  passed 
a  very  uncomfortable  day,  his  former  symptoms  returned  with  increased 
violence,  while  the  [)aroxysms  of  the  colic  came  on  at  much  shorter  inter- 
vals than  they  had  done  in  the  preceding  seizui-es ;  in  fact,  instead  of 
intermissions  as  formerly,  there  were  only  remissions  of  the  intestinal 
spasm.  For  the  first  time  he  had  pains  in  the  feet  and  the  inside  of  the 
thighs.  The  urine  was  more  scanty  and  higher  colored,  and  the  bowels 
more  constipated  than  before. 

In  three  weeks  he  again  began  to  Avork,  and  had  no  more  trouble, 
except  constipation  of  the  bowels  and  weakness  in  both  his  upper  and 
lower  extremities,  until  July,  1870,  when  he  lost  his  appetite,  and  felt 
very  weary  and  exhausted  after  any  small  amount  of  exertion.  He  was 
very  restless  and  could  not  sleep  at  night,  and  this  inability  to  sleep  was 
a  sequela  of  all  the  other  seizures.  Now  came  great  tremor  of  the  right 
hand  and  arm,  which  was  soon  followed  by  tremor  in  the  left. 

In  August,  1870,  he  had  his  fourth  and  last  attack,  which  was  the  most 
severe  of  all,  and  lasted  about  two  weeks.  This  time  he  vomited  blood, 
had  acute  pains  in  the  soles  of  his  feet,  and  cramps  in  the  right  hand.  On 
recoverins;  from  the  effects  of  the  colic  he  found  that  he  was  unable  to  use 
his  arm  or  hand  at  all,  and  that  he  had  lost  power  in  his  legs  also. 

Soon  after  this  he  was  admitted  to  the  Charity  Hospital,  where  he 
remained  for  a  fortnight,  and  during  his  residence  in  that  institution  he 
became  delirious,  and  continued  so  for  about  eighteen  hours.  He  came 
to  the  out-door  department  of  the  New  .York  State  Hospital  for  Diseases 
of  the  Nervous  System,  September  12,  1870,  when  his  condition  was  as 
follows  :  There  was  the  characteristic  drooping  of  both  wrists,  which  was 
very  extreme  in  degree.  The  paralysis  of  the  supinator  and  extensor 
muscles  of  both  upper  extremities  was  exceedingly  well  marked ;  the 
flexors  were  also  involved,  only  to  a  much  more  limited  extent.  The 
paralysis  was  more  considerable  in  the  right  forearm  and  hand  than  in  the 
left.  There  was  much  atrophy  of  all  the  muscles  of  these  parts,  and  this 
was  very  conspicuous  in  the  abductors  and  adductors  of  the  thumbs.  The 
patient  was  so  very  weak  in  his  lower  extremities  that  he  was  unable  to 
arise  from  the  sitting  posture  without  assistance,  and  as  he  walked  he  tot- 
tered at  every  step.  Yet  he  did  not  drag  the  toe  of  either  foot,  nor  swing 
his  legs,  as  do  those  suflering  from  hemiplegia.  The  blue  line  was  very 
plainly  seen  around  the  edge  of  the  gums  of  the  upper  and  lower  jaws. 
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On  testing  the  amount  of  muscular  poM'er  in  the  riglit  hand  by  means  of 
the  dynamometer,  he  was  able  to  turn  tlu;  indicator  only  10  degrees, 
while  with  the  left  he  could  accomplish  somewhat  more.  Tlie  tactdc 
sensibility  and  the  sensibility  to  the  electric  current  and  to  pain  were  very 
"•reatly  diminished.  The  tempeniture  was  also  diminislied ;  muscular 
contractility  was  so  mucii  impaired  that  a  i)ow(!rful  induced  current  had 
not  the  slightest  effect  in  causing  contractions,  and,  even  when  the 
primary  galvanic  current  (sixty  cells  and  very  strong)  was  used,  the 
muscles  responded  very  feebly,"  if  we  except,  perhaps,  the  flexors,  so 
almost  completely  had  tiieir  irritability  been  destroyed.  The  bowels  were 
regular,  the  urine  was  normal,  and,  although  no  chemical  analysis  lor 
Ie;ul  was  made,  undoubtedly  it  would  have  been  found.  "  The  appear- 
ance of  the  patient  was  anasmic,  cachectic,  and  depressed  ;  the  bi-eath 
was  very  offensive  ;  the  retinae  were  ana;mic  ;  the  lungs  were  healthy,  and 
so  was  the  heart,  excepting  an  inorganic  murmur  at  its  base." 

The  treatment  in  this  case  has  consisted  of  the  internal  administration 
of  the  iodide  of  potassium,  commencing  with  ten-grain  doses  three  times  a 
day,  and  the  daily  application  of  the  primary  galvanic  current  to  the 
paralyzed  muscles,  with  a  hypodermic  injection  of  the  thirty-second  of  a 
grain  of  the  sulphate  of  strychnia  every  day. 

September  17.  The  iodide  was  increased  to  fifteen  grains  three  times 
a  day. 

2Uh.  Slight  fibrillary  contractions  in  the  right  arm  were  produced 
to-day  for  the  first  time  by  means  of  the  faradic  current. 

October  1.  The  iodide  of  potassium  was  increased  to  twenty  gi-ains 
three  times  a  day. 

btli.  The  induced  current  had  just  commenced  to  cause  slight  contrac- 
tions in  the  left  forearm. 

November  15.  Faradization  of  the  left  forearm  produced  good  con- 
tractions in  the  extensor  carpi  radialis  and  ulnaris  muscles.  The  blue 
line  having  disappeared,  the  iodide  of  potassium  was  discontinued,  and  a 
tonic  substituted. 

23c?.  The  muscles  of  both  arms  respond  feebly  to  the  induced  current, 
yet  by  means  of  it  the  hands  can  now  be  extended  nearly  on  a  level  with 
the  foreai-ms.  The  right  has  improved  the  most.  Sensibility  to  touch 
and  to  electricity  has  much  improved.  His  bowels  are  regular,  he  sleeps 
well,  and  his  appetite  is  good.  The  power  in  both  hands  is  much  in- 
creased, and  he  is  able  to  work  every  day. 

January  1,  1871.  The  patient  has  almost  entirely  recovered. 


FUNCTIONAL  SPASM. 

Under  this  head  I  propose  to  include  the  various  forms  of  hyperkinesis 
which  depend  upon  irritability  of  the  nervous  centres,  and  which  have  been 
specially  considered,  as  Tetany.,  spasm  with  voluntary  movements.  Reflex 
Spasm,  Torticollis,  Professional  Cramp,  etc. 

These  are  generally  due  to  some  peripheral  cause,  or  may  result  from 
overtraining  of  the  automatic  sense,  or  in  certain  conditions  arise  in  a 
manner  which  is  at  present  not  clearly  understood. 


480 


DISEASES  OF  THE  PEUIPIIEKAL  NERVES. 


I.  TETANY. 

A  liglit  form  of  attack  arising  generally  from  diurrlioja,  cold,  and  con- 
stipuHon,  and  sonuitinies  milking  its  a|)i)eanuic(i  during  lactation.  There 
is  usually  some  I'ormieation  of  the  palms  or  soles,  and  an. awkwardness  in 
the  movements  of  the  hands  and  feet,  which  is  afterwards  followed  by  a 
firm  tonic  contraction  of  the  muscles  of  either  of  tliese  ])arts.  The  flexors 
are  usually  contracted,  so  that  the  hand  is  curved,  or  all  the  fingers  closed. 
A  more  decided  contraction  may  flex  the  forearm  on  tiie  arm.  Tlie  foot 
may  be  also  aftected,  a  condition  of  talipes  resulting,  or  the  back  part  of 
the  leg  may  be  brougiit  in  apposition  to  the  thigh.  In  marked  forms  the 
upper  and  lower  extremities  are  affected  together,  though  tiicre  is  no  rule 
governing  this,  and  the  spasm  may  be  bilateral  or  unilateral.  The  attack 
rarely  lasts  beyond  an  hour  or  two,  and  in  the  majority  of  instances  relaxa- 
tion may  take  place  in  from  five  to  ten  minutes.  The  spasms  may  come 
on  from  time  to  time,  being  separated  by  greater  or  less  intervals.  They 
are  entirely  uncontrolled  by  the  will,  and  the  patient  cannot  open  his  fin- 
gers wlien  tliey  are  thus  contracted.  In  more  severe  forms  the  muscles  of 
the  trunk  or  face  become  involved.  Contraction  of  the  ocular  muscles, 
laryngeal  spasm,  trismus,  or  vesical  spasm  are  examples  of  more  violent 
action.  The  spasms  seem  to  be  produced  when  pressure  is  made  upon  a 
nerve-trunk  or  muscular  belly,  and  there  is  loss  of  tactile  sensibility  asso- 
ciated with  neuralgic  pain  in  the  main  nerve-trunk  of  the  convulsed  limb. 

Tetany  differs  from  true  tetanus  from  the  fact  that  the  spasms  affect  the 
limbs,  that  they  are  intermittent  in  character,  and  that  there  are  intervals 
of  relaxation.  Petit-mal  sometimes  resembles  this  condition,  but  there  is 
always  some  loss  of  consciousness. 

II.  FUNCTIONAL  SPASM  AVITH  VOLUNTAHY  MOVEMENTS. 

MitchelP  reports  some  cases  of  functional  spasm,  which  somewhat  resem- 
bles the  so-called  tetany.  The  spasm  appeared  during  the  exercise  of  a 
voluntary  act ;  they  occur  with  the  act  of  laughing,  chewing,  and  talk- 
ing, and  evidently  depend  upon  functional  derangement  of  muscles  inner- 
vated by  the  first  cervical  and  spinal  accessory  nerves.  In  one  case  the 
head  was  drawn  back,  and  the  spine  bowed  so  that  the  patient  was  jerked 
into  a  squatting  posture,  the  gastrocnemius  being  finally  affected. 

In  other  cases  the  spasms  occurred  when  the  individual  began  to  walk. 
In  still  other  cases  there  was  a  rhythmical  motion  when  the  patient 
attempted  any  simple  voluntary  action.  These  Weir  Mitchell  called 
"pendulum  spasms,"  the  number  of  twitches  averaging  IGO  per  minute, 
and  recurring  with  great  regularity. 

Bamberger'''  reports  a  case  which  resembled  spasm  of  another  kind,  of 
which  I  shall  presently  speak.    Whenever  the  child  was  held  in  the  stand- 


'  Am.  Journ.  Med.  Sciences,  Oct.  1876. 

«  Quoted  by  Handfield  Jones,  Functional  Nervous  Disorders. 
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in-  posture  his  legs  were  drawn  up,  and  agitated  by  choreoid  spasms,  t 
sphie  and  neck  being  twisted  and  contracted  at  the  same  time ;  but  wh- 
he  was  placed  upon  his  back  these  movements  ceased. 


III.  KEFLEX  SPASM. 

Under  this  head  may  be  classed  a  long  list  of  local  convulsive  move- 
ments dependent  upon  a  variety  of  causes.  Sometimes  there  are  worms 
in  the  intestinal  canal,  and  at  others  a  condition  of  irritability  of  the  geni- 
tals ;  while  peripheral  irritations  of  many  kinds  enter  into  the  etiology  of 

the  spasm.  i      n  • 

I  may  illustrate  the  occurrence  of  one  form  of  spasm  by  the  following 

cases  : — 

I.  A  boy,  7  years  old,  seen  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Sayre,  was  well 
nourished,  with  rosy  cheeks  and  well-rounded  muscles  of  the  upper  ex- 
tremities. His  morbid  condition  had  existed  from  birth,  and  lie  possessed 
a  congenital  phimosis,  the  prepuce  being  firmly  fastened  over  the  glans, 
and  tlie  preputial  orifice  was  very  small  and  surrounded  by  a  rigid  ring  of 
toughened  skin.  On  entering  the  room  I  was  struck  by  the  extraordinary 
restlessness  and  activity  of  the  child.    He  was  lying  on  the  bed,  and  his 


Beflex  Spasm  from  Genital  Irritation. 


lower  limbs  were  drawn  up  and  agitated  by  irregular  spasms.  The 
arms  were  also  convulsed,  and  their  movements  were  distinctly  choreic. 
When  held  upright  the  child  was  unable  to  stand,  not  from  any  paresis, 
but  from  the  apparent  loss  of  coordinating  power,  the  legs  becoming  rigid, 
and  the  toes  of  both  feet  adducted,  more  particularly  the  left.  The  child 
was  unable  to  speak,  but  attracted  the  attention  of  those  around  him  by 
queer  sounds.  His  face  was  distorted,  just  as  we  often  see  it  in  old  cho- 
reic patients,  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  imbecility.  I  did  not  infer 
that  there  was  any  mental  trbuble,  except  a  preponderance  of  emotional 
disturbance,  the  boy  being  very  fearful  that  he  was  to  be  hurt.  Upon 
interrogating  I  found  that  he  was  quiet  during  sleep,  that  his  appetite  was 
good,  and  that  there  was  no  irregularity  or  disturbance  of  the  functions  of 
the  bowels  or  bladder.  The  penis  was  not  so  sensitive  as  I  had  expected 
to  find  it  from  Dr.  Sayre's  description  of  previous  cases.  Titillatioii  did 
not  produce  immediate  erection,  nor  any  increase  of  the  spasmodic  move- 
ments. On  taking  him  upon  my  lap  the  thighs  and  legs  were  immediately 
di-awn  up  ;  there  was  no  evident  pain  produced  by  pressure  on  the  spine. 
31 
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II.  Kosa  A.,  .0  years  old,  very  pale  and  delicate.  Like  one  of  Dr. 
Sayre's  cases,  (liis  cliild  was  almost  aspiiyxiated  when  born,  and  it  was 
nearly  ten  minutes  before  she  was  resuscitated.  A  year  after  birth  she 
contracted  scarlet  fever,  but  no  otiier  trouble  supervened.  After  birth  it 
was  noticed  that  tliere  was  want  of  power  in  the  lower  extremities.  She 
Avas  entirely  unable  to  stand,  and  as  soon  as  she  was  held  in  an  upright 
position  her  legs  became  stifl".  Her  intelligence  was  unaffected,  and  she 
did  not  suffer  pain  in  any  i)art  of  the  body. 

Present  Condition — Tlie  legs  are  well  proportioned,  and  there  is  no 
atrophy.  The  temperature  of  either  limb  is  not  lowered,  but  there  is 
slight  hypcrtestliesia.  AYhen  held  in  an  upright  position  by  her  fatJier, 
who  accompanied  her,  the  legs  become  rigid,  the  toes  cross  each  otlier, 
and  one  foot  seems  inclined  to  cover  its  fellow.  With  this  rigidity  there 
are  irregular  convulsive  movements.  There  is  a  marked  contraction  of 
the  sural  muscles,  wliich  draw  up  tlie  heels,  producing  a  double  talipes. 
When  laid  upon  her  back  the  thighs  are  flexed  upon  tiie  pelvis,  and  this, 
her  father  states,  is  her  position  at  night.  At  this  time  the  head  is  drawn 
back  and  downwards  by  Arm  contraction  of  the  trapezius  and  other  mus- 
cles of  the  neck.  An  examination  of  the  genitals  disclosed  a  very  large 
cyanotic  clitoris,  which  was  quite  erect.  Tliere  was  no  history  of  worms. 
Unfortunately,  for  it  was  a  dispensary  case,  the  father  would  not  allow 
anything  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  surgical  interference. 

A  form  of  reflex  spasm  of  the  eyelids  was  reported  by  Von  Graefe,^ 
which  rendered  the  patient  helpless,  for  he  was  unable  to  go  about  alone. 
There  was  no  pain  produced  on  pressure  in  the  course  of  the  fifth  nerve ; 
but  when  pressure  was  made  on  the  glosso- palatine  arch  on  the  left  lower 
jaw,  the  spasm  ceased  at  once,  and  the  patient  could  open  his  eyes.  A 
putrid  ulcer  was  found  at  this  locality,  which  acted  as  a  centre  of  irritation 
upon  the  gustatory  nerve. 

IV.    FACIAL  SPASM  WITHOUT  PAIN. 

A  form  of  facial  spasm  not  connected  with  voluntary  motorial  move- 
ment is  occasionally  met  with,  the  orbicularis  palpebrarum  or  buccinator 
being  affected  alone,  or  all  the  muscles  of  the  face  supplied  by  the  portio 
dura  being  convulsed.  The  trouble  differs  from  epileptiform  tic  for  the 
reason  that  it  is  unaccompanied  by  pain.  I  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to 
see  two  of  these  cases.  One  was  that  of  a  gentleman  aged  56,  who  suffered 
an  almost  constant  spasm  of  the  orbicularis  of  the  eye,  which  was  always 
increased  when  he  was  fatigued.  The  eye  would  become  red,  and  there 
was  usually  a  discharge  of  tears,  M'hich  were  unable  to  find  their  way  into 
the  lachrymal  duct,  and  consequently  ran  on  the  cheek.  A  case  pre- 
sented at  the  American  Neurological  Society  by  Dr.  Hammond  suffered 
from  violent  unilateral  spasm  of  all  the  muscles  of  the  face,  which  came  on 
every  two  or  three  minutes. 


'  Schmidt's  Jahrbuch.,  vol.  127,  p.  30;  reported  by  H.Jones,  p.  390. 
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V.  TORTICOLLIS. 

Tlie  stemo-cleido-mastoid  muscle  may  be  the  seat  of  a  spasmodic  con- 
traction. This  condition  may  be  preceded  by  i)eripheral  trouble,  such  as 
dentition,  which  was  tlie  cause  in  one  of  Romberg's  cases,  or  by  such  gen- 
eral diseases  as  rheumatism.  One  case,  which  was  seen  by  Dr.  White 
and  myself,  was  preceded  by  chorea,  and  another,  that  I  saw  at  tlie  New 
York  State  Hosi)ital  for  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System,  was  due  to  general 
anaemia.  In  botli  these  cases,  as  well  as  in  others  I  have  observed,  tlie  head 
was  bent  forwai-d  and  the  chin  pulled  downward.  In  one  case,  that  of  the 
elderly  woman  seen  at  the  nervous  hospital,  the  spasms  were  intermittent. 
Radclitfe  reports  a  case  which  somewhat  resembles  this.  The  muscles 
of  tlie  neck  were  tender  and  the  seat  of  soreness,  and  the  movements 
were  attended  by  pain.  Tiie  spasms  are  usually  increased  by  emotional 
excitement,  but  subside  during  sleep.  The  notes  of  my  case  are  the  fol- 
lowing : — 

M.  A.  A.,  aged  56,  U.  S.  Came  to  the  hospital  Oct.  29,  1872.  Her 
present  trouble  began  five  years  ago  in  a  very  gradual  manner.  There  are 
now  marked  clonic  spasms  of  the  muscles  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  left 
side  of  the  neck.  With  their  intermitting  contraction,  there  is  some  pain 
at  tlie  lower  insertion  of  the  sterno-cleido-mastoideus  muscle;  the  trapezius 
is  also  the  seat  of  spasmodic  contraction.  There  is  headache,  and  pai\i  at 
the  upper  part  of  the  cord.  Patient's  expression  anxious  and  excited. 
Galvanism  to  muscles  and  spine,  and  zinci  phosphidi  gr.  ^  t.  i.  d.  Pa- 
tient complains  of  dizziness  and  constipation. 

The  muscles  concerned  in  this  form  of  disease  are  the  sterno-cleido- 
mastoideus,  complexus,  trapezius,  and  levator  anguli  scapulre. 

Pathology  Weir  Mitchell  has  divided  the  conditions  under  which 

spasms  of  this  kind  may  occur  into  three  groups  : — 

1.  "Those  in  which  the  functional  activity  of  a  muscle  or  set  of 
muscles  gives  rise  at  times  to  an  exaggeration  of  the  motion  involved 
naturally,  and  sometimes  also  to  a  more  or  less  spasmodic  activity  in 
remoter  grou|)s. 

2.  "  Those  in  which  the  functional  action  of  one  group  results  only  in 
sudden  and  possibly  in  prolonged  acts,  tonic  or  clonic,  in  remote  groups 
of  muscles  not  implicated  in  the  original  movement. 

.3.  "  Those  in  which  standing  or  walking  occasions  general  and  disor- 
derly motions  affecting  the  limbs,  trunk,  face,  and  giving  rise  to  a  general 
and  uncontrollable  spasm  without  loss  of  consciousness." 

The  central  condition  is  one  of  gi-eat  reflex  irritability ;  certain  forms 
of  repeated  irritation  producing  an  activity  of  the  motor  centre  which 
results  in  an  abnormal  increase  in  reflex  susceptibility. 

Treatment  Agents  which  lower  the  excitability  of  voluntary 

muscular  action  are  to  be  adopted.  Of  these  I  know  of  no  better  drug 
than  gelsemium  sempervirens  (F.  oO),  conium  (F.  51),  musk,  assafoetida, 
or  valerian  (FF.  52,  53,  54).  Rest,  and  removal  of  the  peripheral 
irritation,  should  the  spasm  be  ol  reflex  origin,  and  the  ether  spray  to  the 


484 


DISEASES  OP  TUE  PERIPHERAL  NERVES. 


spine,  are  to  be  resorted  to;  and  at  tlic  same  time  various  measures  wliich 
improve  the  individual's  general  condition  are  in  order.  If  all  of  these 
drugs  I  have  mentioned  be  powerless  to  subdue  the  excitable  condition  of 
the  muscles,  I  prefer  profound  brominization,  wliich  sometimes  controls 
the  movements.  Myotomy  in  torticollis  lias  not  proved  itself  to  l^e  a 
successful  operation,  and  so  I  do  not  recommend  it.  In  oilier  conditions, 
such  as  adherent  prepuce,  an  operation  is  the  only  method  that  promises 
a  cure.  Galvanism  and  faradism  have  proved  successful  in  the  hands  of 
many,  and  their  use  is  often  attended  by  extremely  beneficial  results.  The 
hypodermic  injections  of  the  alkaloids  sometimes  succeed  when  all  other 
remedies  fail  (FF.  30,  59,  60,  Gl,  91,  92). 

PROFESSIONAL  CRAMP. 

Synonyms — "Writer's  cramp,  Dancer's  cramp.  Telegrapher's  cramp; 
Dyskinesie  professionelle ;  Melker-krampf,  Schuster-krampf,  IS'ahekrampf. 

This  very  interesting  condition,  which  follows  the  overtraining  of  gi-oups 
of  muscles,  is  found  among  all  who  engage  in  occupations  which  require  the 
exercise  of  particular  voluntary  muscles  of  the  upper  and  lower  extremi- 
ties to  an  excessive  degree.  Among  these  individuals  such  protracted 
muscular  action,  especially  when  of  a  delicate  kind,  is  likely  to  be  followed 
by  spasmodic  movements  such  as  would  come  under  the  first  group  of 
Mitchell. 

It  is  the  first  of  the  above  varieties  that  at  present  interests  us  the  most. 

Writer's  Cramp  is  the  form  of  hyperkinesis  with  which  we  are  the 
most  familiar,  and  it  is  difficult  to  fail  in  recognizing  its  true  character. 
After  continued  and  fatiguing  use  of  the  pen  the  hand  may  become  at 
first  tired  ;  afterwards  the  patient  suffers  from  sharp  pains  which  run 
from  the  hand  up  the  arm,  while  dull  pains  seated  in  the  ball  of  the 
thumb,  the  dorsal  aspect  of  the  fingers,  the  wrist,  or  at  the  exposed  por- 
tion of  the  ulnar  nerve  at  the  elbow,  are  to  be  found  as  well.  His  first 
intimation  may  be  a  certain  tired  feeling,  or,  as  a  very  intelligent  patient 
under  my  care  expressed  it,  "  The  first  idea  of  my  trouble  came  from  the 
feeling  that  I  had  an  arm.  My  mind  was  directed  to  it,  and  whether 
resting  or  at  work,  it  felt  like  a  clumsy  part  of  my  body."  If  the  indi- 
vidual carefully  forms  his  words,  or  if  he  "  writes  with  his  fingers" — a  bad 
habit  which  schoolboys  have,  and  which  sometimes  continues  through 
life — the  trouble  is  much  more  probable  than  when  he  uses  his  whole 
hand  in  guiding  his  pen.  He  may  find  after  a  while  that  when  he 
attempts  to  write,  the  hand  will  fly  upwards  as  the  result  of  a  spasm  of  the 
extensors  and  other  muscles  on  the  dorsal  and  ulnar  side  of  the  forearm, 
so  that  it  is  often  impossible  to  form  more  than  one  or  two  words  of  a 
note  before  the  trouble  begins. 

This  impaired  writing  power  may  exist  to  a  lighter  degree ;  but  when  tlie 
individual  persists  in  his  attempts,  the  convulsion  is  certain  to  take  jilace. 
A  light  tonic  spasm  of  the  abductor  minimi  digiti  may  occur  when  the 
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little  finger  is  separated  from  its  fellows,  mul  this  is  sometimes  an  early 
sign  of  die  disease.  He  may  educate  the  left  hand  to  do  the  work  of  the 
right,  and  after  a  while  may  learn  to  use  it  in  a  satisfactory  manner  ;  but 
very  soon  this  too  becomes  affected,  and  he  can  write  with  neither  hand. 
Other  muscular  movements  are  freely  peifoi-med,  and  even  some  which 
closely  resemble  that  of  holding  the  pen.  Trembling  sometimes  super- 
venes,  while  fibrillary  muscular  contractions  are  suggestive  of  the  confirmed 
disease.  As  is  the  case  in  sclerosis,  the  disorderly  movements,  or  the 
spasms,  seem  to  be  intensified  when  the  patient  attempts  to  write  in  the 
presence  of  a  looker-on,  and  he  usually  makes  sad  work. 

The  fingers,  forearm,  and  wrist  sometimes  become  the  seat  of  lost 
power,  and  this  is  marked  in  the  tliree  first  fingers  of  the  right  hand,  and 
the  pronators  and  supinators  lose  power.  Sensation  is  rarely  lost  or 
impaired.  In  some  cases  the  flexors  of  the  hand  and  the  small  muscles 
of  the  thumb  are  so  weak  that  the  point  of  the  pen  cannot  be  kept  in 
contact  with  the  paper,  as  the  extensors  seem  to  act  independently. 

The  same  form  of  cramp  affects  the  thumbs  and  fingers  of  telegraphers, 
so  that  their  work  eventually  becomes  an  impossibility.  Onimus^  pre- 
sents a  case.  A  telegraphic  operator,  19  years  of  age,  first  experienced 
difficulty  in  making  dots;  " d"  was  made  better  than"u;"  and  it  was 
found  that  when  a  line  was  first  the  dots  were  more  easily  made ;  but 
letters  like  "h"  or  "p"  were  exceedingly  difficult.^ 

Dancers'  cramp  has  also  been  observed.  Schultz'  describes  this  form  of 
disease,  of  which  he  has  seen  three  cases.  It  affects  the  solo  dancers  of 
the  ballet  as  a  rule,  and  the  history  of  one  case  was  the  following : — 

"  The  patient  complained  of  suffering  very  severe  pains  while  dancing. 
Beginning  in  the  soles  of  both  feet,  the  pains  spread  with  increasing 
severity  to  the  calves  of  the  legs  ;  they  at  last  became  so  violent  that  her 
feeling  of  security  was  lost,  the  feet  seeming  as  if  made  of  wood.  These 
pains  were  accompanied  with  violent  palpitation  ;  and,  if  she  continued  to 
dance,  she  felt  faint  and  sometimes  lost  consciousness,  the  body  becoming 
quite  rigid.  When  the  pain  and  palpitation  were  less  intense,  the  pain 
continued  after  dancing,  and  ceased  very  gradually,  leaving  some  tender- 
ness of  tlie  soles ;  on  attempting  again  to  dance  the  suffering  would  recur 
again.  Dr.  Schultz  found,  from  the  examination  of  these  cases,  that  the 
cause  of  the  pain  lay  in  tiie  pns  performed  on  the  points  of  the  feet,  and  is 
owing  to  exhaustion  of  the  muscles  which  fix  the  metatarsus  and  phalanges 
of  the  great  toe.  The  slioe  worn  by  the  dancer,  without  which  the  ballet 
step  seems  to  be  impossible,  is  made  as  follows  :  The  dancing-shoe  is  made 
rather  wide  ;  the  sole  is  of  soft  leatlier,  and  shorter  than  the  foot,  reaching 
only  as  far  as  the  posterior  third  of  the  ungual  phalanx  of  the  great  toe. 
The  upper  part,  generally  of  satin,  projects  forward,  and  supplies  the  place 
of  the  deficient  leather  of  the  sole.  This  part  of  the  satin  is  worked  threads, 
so  that  it  may  not  be  torn.  In  the  interior  of  tlie  shoe,  over  the  leather 
sole,  is  a  layer  of  thin,  firmly-pressed  pasteboard,  either  extending  over 
the  whole  breadth  of  tlie  anterior  part,  or  limited  to  the  length  of  the 

'  Gaz.  M6d.  de  Taris  ;  Chicago  Journal  of  Mental  and  Nervous  Diseases,  Julv. 
1875. 

2  (  u)  (  d)  (-  -  -  -  h ;  p.)  3  Wiener  Med.  Woch. 
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great  toe.  In  tlio  former  case  it  is  curried  back,  gradually  narrowed  as 
far  as  the  heel.  Tlie  leather  sole  and  its  covering  an;  lined  with  fine  kid 
leatlier.  Tiic  heel  part  of  the  shoe  is  quite  soft,  consisting  only  of  satin  ; 
and  the  shoe  is  fastened  above  the  ankle  by  narrow  ribbons.  Witliout  this 
preparation  the  pointed  step  is  impossible." 

I  have  met  with  the  affection  among  violin-players,  and  within  the  past 
year  have  had  a  patient  under  treatment.  He  had  been  diligently  prac- 
tising a  "run,"  which  involved  the  necessity  of  complicated  movements  of 
the  fingers ;  and  it  was  his  custom,  on  arising  in  the  morning,  to  spend  a 
half  hour  or  so  in  playing  the  difficult  passage  ;  and  on  the  day  of  the  con- 
cert he  worked  for  several  hours  at  the  same  task,  but  upon  attempting 
to  play  in  the  evening  he  found  it  utterly  impossible  to  do  so,  as  his  fingers 
would  become  rigid  and  refuse  to  obey  the  will.  It  was  some  months  be- 
fore he  could  again  play. 

Onimus,^  in  describing  a  form  of  impaired  power  and  consequent  mus- 
cular atrophy,  which  he  calls  "  professional  muscular  atrophy,"  details  a 
case  which  resembles  somewhat  the  form  of  functional  disease  which  we 
are  considering.  It  begins  by  muscular  cramp,  and  there  is  subsequent 
loss  of  power  with  wasting.  I  therefore  think  we  may  consider  this  affec- 
tion as  a  connecting  link  between  scrivener's  cramp  and  progressive  mus- 
cular atrophy.    He  says  : — 

"  Recently  I  observed  one  case  which  it  was  most  difficult  to  differentiate 
from  progressive  muscular  atrophy,  as  the  atrophied  muscles  were  the  same 
as  those  which  are  the  first  affected  by  this  latter  affection.  They  were 
the  muscles  of  the  thenar  eminence,  and  chiefly  the  adductor  pollicis. 
The  patient  was  an  enameller,  who  had  to  hold  an  object  all  day  between 
his  thumb  and  index  finger.  He  first  got  cramps  in  the  thumb,  which 
suggested  the  idea  of  scrivener's  palsy ;  then  tremor  of  the  thumb,  on  ac- 
count of  the  fibrillary  contractions ;  and,  lastly,  atrophy.  Under  the 
influence  of  treatment  there  was  a  rapid  amendment,  which  showed  that 
the  case  was  really  one  of  professional  muscular  atrophy,  and  not  com- 
mencing progressive  atrophy." 

Causes  and  Pathology  This  spasmodic  affection  follows  the  con- 
tinued use  of  the  muscles  which  are  concerned  in  delicate  muscular  actions; 
and  is  not  only  produced  by  writing,  but,  as  I  have  shown,  by  other  forms 
of  manipulation  requiring  great  delicacy  of  coordination.  The  higher  and 
the  more  complex  is  the  character  of  these  acts,  and  the  more  easily  the  fac- 
ulty to  perform  them  becomes  developed,  so  much  the  greater  is  the  danger 
of  the  disease.  An  act  which  requires  at  first  mental  direction  of  a  superior 
kind,  when  acquired  and  executed  unconsciously,  is  much  more  likely  to 
give  rise  to  this  neurosis  than  one  of  a  gi-osser  kind,  or  one  which  is  con- 
stantly performed  under  the  active  direction  of  the  will.  For  this  reason 
writer's  cramp  is  much  more  rare  among  those  who  Avrite  and  meanwhile 
compose,  than  among  clerks  or  copyists  who  do  "  machine  work."  Con- 
stant use  of  the  pen  of  this  kind  is  seen  to  be  followed  by  mischief.  Such 


'  London  Lancet,  Jan.  22,  1876. 
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csiusos  as  piano-playing  or  violin-playing  arc  by  no  means  rare.  A  young 
lady,  sent  to  me  by  my  friend  Dr.  D.  M.  Stinison,  owed  all  her  trouble  to 
a  bad  habit  she  liad  contracted  of  reading  novels  while  she  practised  her 
scales.  In  her  case  there  was  extensor  paralysis,  and  some  loss  of  sensa- 
tion, wliich  remaineil  after  a  spasmodic  stage. 

The  conditions  then,  with  the  exception  of  paralysis,  are  the  result  of 
an  over-developed  automatism,  and  are  not,  1  am  convinced,  connected 
with  any  central  change,  though  Mr.  Solly'  is  inclined  to  consider  that 
there  is  degeneration  of  the  motor  cells  in  the  upper  part  of  tlie  cord. 

In  writing  a  familiar  word,  or  collection  of  words,  the  educated  indi- 
vidual does  not  stop  to  form  every  letter,  but  the  pen  is  unconsciously 
guided.  It  is  even  possible  to  talk  while  writing  or  playing  the  piano,  and 
equally  complex  feats  ai-e  pertbrmed  while  the  mind  is  not  engaged.  In 
many  of  these  acts  the  volition  is  directed  in  other  channels,  or  is  behind 
the  muscular  action.  The  pen  travels  in  advance  of  the  mind  ;  and  should 
this  state  of  things  be  so  exaggerated  as  to  become  more  than  a  phase  of 
the  ordinary  automatism  Avhich  enters  into  the  performance,  of  many  of  the 
functions  of  daily  life,  there  remains  a  condition  of  disordered  and  height- 
ened activity  which  is  uncontrolled  by  the  will,  and  is  symptomatized  by 
the  spasms  of  which  I  have  spoken.  A  more  advanced  condition  con- 
sists in  exhaustion  of  the  motor  cells  at  the  upper  part  of  the  cord,  and  as 
a  result  we  find  loss  of  power  and  occasionally  atrophy.  Poore''  does  not 
believe  in  the  central  organic  origin  of  the  disease  ;  but  Solly,*  Smith,*  and 
Hammond^  take  this  view  of  the  case. 

Among  23  cases  which  I  have  seen,  the  occupation  of  the  individuals 
was  as  follows  : — 

Clerks     .       .       .       .14  Stenographer  .  .  .1 

Engraver        ...      1  Musicians  .  .  .  .2 

Lawyers  ....      2  Type-setter  .  .  .1 

Clergymen      ...      1  Cigar-maker  .  ,  ,1 

As  it  will  be  seen,  the  patients  were  all  men.  They  were  all  between 
the  ages  of  30  and  60,  but  I  do  not  believe  this  latter  fact  has  very  much 
importance. 

Diagnosis — Progressive  muscular  atrophy  may  be  mistaken  for  the 
paralytic  form,  but  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  paralysis  precedes  the 
atrophy  (should  such  tissue-change  take  place),  and  that  progressive 
muscular  atrophy  is  rarely  so  limited,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  real 
nature  of  the  trouble  should  not  be  recognized.  Neuralgia  of  the  cervico- 
brachial  variety  is  a  common  symptom,  and  its  real  significance  may  not 
be  detected;  the  subsequent  element  of  spasm,  tremor,  or  paralysis  will, 
however,  remove  any  doubt  from  the  mind  of  the  observer. 


'  Surgical  Experiences,  London,  18G5,  p.  205. 

'  Practitioner,  June,  July,  and  August,  1873. 

'  ^P-  *  Lancet,  March  27,  18G9. 

*  Op.  cit.,  p.  790. 
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Prognosis — If  the  individual  gives  up  the  occuputiou  whicli  lias  jji-o- 
duced  the  affection,  tliere  is  no  reason  why  lie  should  not  recover,  provided 
the  disease  has  not  hecome  confirmed,  and  even  in  this  form  Jaccoud' 
speaks  of  a  rare  temporary  amelioration.  It  hiis  been  my  experience  that, 
if  taken  in  hand  promi)tly,  tlie  patient  may  be  cured.  Sixteen  of  these 
cases  were  absolutely  cured,  and  continued  so  as  long  as  they  refrained 
from  their  work.  Two  were  improved,  but  upon  beginning  the  pursuit  of 
their  calling  had  relapses.  The  remainder  were  of  the  paralytic  variety, 
and  are  now  under  treatment. 

Treatment — Rest  and  electricity  arc  tlie  means  at  our  command. 
A  galvanic  current  is  found  to  be  the  most  beneficial,  and  the  electrodes 
should  be  so  small  as  to  include  but  one  muscle  at  a  time  in  the  circuit. 
The  current  must  be  mild,  or  it  will  only  aggravate  the  disease.  Besides 
this  application  to  special  muscles,  one  pole  may  be  placed  at  the  nape  of 
the  neck,  and  the  other  to  the  muscles  of  the  hand  and  forearm. 

A.  "W.,  aged  38.  The  patient  had  followed  the  occupation  of  clerk  for 
several  years,. and  had  assiduously  worked  at  his  desk  for  many  hours 
in  the  day.  Two  weeks  before  I  saw  him  he  noticed  an  impairment 
in  his  writing  power,  and  this  consisted  in  an  inability  to  wi'ite  without 
the  occm-rence  of  a  convulsive  contraction  of  the  extensors  of  his  right 
forearm,  by  which  the  pen  flew  from  the  paper.  This  did  not  occur  at 
the  moment  of  writing,  but  after  a  few  words  had  been  finislied.  He  tried 
to  keep  the  hand  steady  by  the  influence  of  the  will,  but  all  his  effoi'ts 
were  ineffectual.  When  he  attempted  to  hold  the  point  of  any  small  ob- 
ject, such  as  a  stick  or  pencil,  against  the  surface,  the  same  spasm  would 
occur.  There  was  no  wasting  of  the  muscles,  pain,  or  other  symptom. 
I  determined  to  try  galvanism  combined  with  manual  exercise,  and  the 
internal  application  of  strychnia  in  doses  of  g^tli  of  a  grain.  Galvaniza- 
tion of  the  flexors  of  the  foi'earm  and  of  the  small  muscles  of  the  hand  was 
made,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  positive  pole  was  held  for  a  few  minutes 
at  the  nape  of  the  neck.  He  was  directed  to  procure  the  round  of  a  chair 
with  which  to  exercise.  Galvanization  was  persevered  in,  although  the 
progress  was  very  slow.  At  first  he  could  not  write  more  than  two  words 
(almost  illegibly)  ;  but  as  he  grew  better,  these  spasms  disappeai-ed. 

Three  seances  a  week  kept  up  for  a  period  of  about  three  months  effected 
such  an  improved  condition  that  he  was  finally  dischai'ged  at  the  end  of 
that  time. 

Strychnia  and  iron,  or  conium  (FF.  8,  9,  10,  48,  51,  72,  82),  are 
remedies  which  may  be  used  in  conjunction.  The  ether  spray  apparatus 
does  great  good,  and  I  have  occasionally  benefited  my  patients  by  fasten- 
ing the  hand  in  an  immovable  apparatus  or  splint.  Absolute'  cessation  of 
the  particular  work  which  gave  rise  to  the  malady  is  to  he  insisted  upon, 
and  no  benefit  will  result  from  any  form  of  treatment  unless  this  command 
of  the  physician  is  respected. 

When  the  patient  attempts  writing  anew  he  should  provide  himself 
with  a  pen  having  a  cork  holder,  and  this  may  be  purchased  from  any 


»  Op.  cit.,  p.  302. 
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good  stationer.  He  should  change  Iiis  system  of  penmanship  and  acquire 
the  so-called  free  hand  style,  in  which  the  lingers  are  engaged  only  in 
holding  the  pen,  and  the  other  motions  are  performed  by  the  muscles  of 
the  forearm.  The  attempt  at  "  shading"  the  lines  should  not  be  made, 
but  he  should  endeavor  to  adopt  the  round  hand  and  avoid  "pot  hooks" 
and  "  up  and  down"  strokes  as  mucli  as  possible. 

Sea  air,  salt  baths,  and  a  change  of  luibits  and  scene  are  all  fraught 
Avith  benefit. 

I  do  not  consider  tenotomy  advisable  except  in  extreme  instances. 


I 


FOEMULiE. 

(adult  doses.) 


1. 

R.    Tr.  aconit.  rad.  3j-3ij ; 

Soclii  bromidi  5iss  ; 

Aquaj  menth.  pip.  ad  5iv  M. 

Sig.  5j  t.  i.  d. 

2. 

R.    Tr.  digital.  Jiij  ; 
Syr.  papav., 

Elixir  curajoa,  aa  Jij  M. 

Sig.  5j  'it  a  dose. 

3. 

R.    Chloral,  hydrat.  §j  ; 

Ess.  menth.  pip.  q.  s.  ; 

Syr.  tolutan., 

Mucil.  acac,  aa  gij  M. 

Sig.  5j      ^  dose,  well  diluted. 

4. 

R.    Chloral,  hydrat., 

Calcii  bromidi,  aa  ; 
Syr.  limonis  §  ij  ; 
Aqun3  ad  §iv  M, 

Sig.  5j  sit  SI  dose. 

5, 


R.  Dragde  ergotin  (Bonjean),  (gr.  v.),  no.  xx. 
Sig.  One  at  a  dose. 
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G. 

R.   Fl.  ext.  ergotaj  f  ij  ; 

Sodii  bromidi  siss  ; 

Aqua3  camplionB  ad  .^iv. — M. 
Sig.  A  teaspoonful  every  4  hours. 

7. 

R.    Acidi  liydrocyanici  dil.  nt  xx-xxxvj 

Aq.  ext.  ergotic  3j — M. 
Ft.  massa  et  divid.  in  eapsul.  no.  xij. 
Sig.  One  every  3  hours. 

8. 

R.    Strycli.  sulph.  gr.  ps-j  ; 

CinchonJB  sulph.  5j  ; 

Tr.  ferri  chlor.  5  v  ; 

Acidi  phospli.  dil., 

Syr.  limonis,  aa  |ij — M. 
Sig.  A  teaspoonful  in  water  at  a  dose. 

9. 

Hammond^s  Solution. 

R.    Strych.  sulph.  gi-.  ss-j  ; 

Quiniaa  sulph., 

Ferri  pyrophos.,  aa  5j  5 

Acidi  phos.  dil., 

Syr.  zingib.,  aa  .^ij — M. 
Sig.  A  teaspoonful  in  water  at  a  dose. 

10. 

R.    Ext.  nucis  vom.  gr.  viij  ; 

Quin.  sulph.  5j  ; 

Ferri  redacti  gr.  xxx. — M. 
Ft.  massa  et  divid.  in  pil.  no.  xxx. 
Sig.  One  after  eating. 

11. 

R.   Sol.  strych.  sulph.  (gr.  j-|ij)  |ij ; 

Ferri  dialysat.  §iss ; 

Aqua3  flor.  aurantii  ad  ^iv  M. 

Sig.  A  teaspoonful  at  a  dose. 


FOllMULiE. 


12. 

R.   Ferri  carbonat.  saccli.  5'j  » 

Cinclion.  sulpli.  gr.  xxiv. — M. 
Divid.  in  chart,  no.  xij. 
Sig.  One  t.  i.  d. 

13. 

R.    Zinci  oxidi  3j  ; 

Confectio.  rosic  q.  s. — M. 
Ft.  massa  et  divid.  in  pil.  no.  xxx. 
Sig.  One  t.  i.  d. 


R.    Sol.  potass,  arscnitis  Jij  ; 

Quiniai  sulph.  5ss  ; 

Acidi  sulph.  aromat.  q.  s. ; 

Aqua3  anisi  §iv  M. 

Sig.  A  teaspoonful  every  4  hours. 

15. 

R.    Sol.  acidi  hydi-obromici, 

Elixir  simplicis,  aa  5ij  M. 

Sig.  A  teaspoonful  before  each  meal. 

16. 

R.    Quinia3  sulph.  3j  ; 

Sol.  acidi  hydrobromici  §iij  ; 

Aquas  camphorje  ad  ^iv — M. 
Sig.  A  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day,  in  a  tumblerful 
of  Avater. 

17. 

R.    Potass,  iodidi  Jij  ; 
Potass,  nitrat.  3vj  ; 
Syr.  scillaa  gj  ; 

Spts.  amnion,  acetat.  ad  f  iv. — M. 
Sig.  A  teaspoonful  every  4  hours. 

18. 

R.    Potass,  acetat.  5  \i  ■> 

Infus.  digitalis  I^"",] — M. 
Sig.  A  dessertspoonful  three  times  a  day. 
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19. 

Bayhy's  Pill. 

E.    Pil.  hydrarg.  massaj, 
Pulv.  scilla), 

Pulv.  digital.,  aa  gr.  xxiv — M. 
Ft.  massa  et  divid.  in  pil.  no.  xxiv. 

20. 

R.    Hydrarg.  bichlor.  gr.  ss  ; 

Potass,  iodid.  5j  ; 

Tr.  cinch,  co.  giv. — M. 
Sig.  A  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 

21. 

B.    Tr.  ferri  chlor., 

Tr.  digitalis,  aa  ^ss — M. 
Sig.  Ten  to  twenty  drops,  in  water,  three  times  a  day. 

22. 

R.    Elaterii  gr.  iv  ; 

Ext.  nucis  vom.  gr.  iij  ; 

Confectio.  rosce  q.  s — M. 
Ft.  massa  et  divid.  in  pil.  no.  xij. 

23. 

B.    Sodii  bromidi, 

Ammon.  bromidi,  aa  ^ss  ; 

Chloral,  hydrat.  3vj  ; 

Tr.  aconiti  rad.  Jiss ; 

Aquas  menth.  pip.  ad  5iv  M. 

Sig.  A  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day,  or  oftener  if 
required. 

24. 

R .    Phosphori  gr.  ij  ; 

01.  amygdalos  dulc.  §j  ; 

Ess.  menth.  pip.  q.  s. ; 

Mucil.  acac.  §vj  M. 

Sig.  A  teaspoonful  after  eating. 
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25. 

Tliompson^ s  Solution. 

R.    Pliospliori  gr.  ss-iss  ; 

Alcohol  !il)sol.  q.  s.  ut  (lis.  ; 

Ess.  meiitli.  jiij).  q.  s.  ; 

Glycerinas  ad  §iv  M. 

Sig.  A  teaspoonful  uCter  eating. 

26. 

R.    Pliosphori  gr.  ss-j  ; 

Sevi  gr.  c — M. 
Divid.  in  pil.  no.  xxv. 
Sig.  One  after  eating. 

27. 

R.    Zinc,  pliosphidi  gr.  iv  ; 

Confectio.  rosaj  gr.  xxiv  M. 

Ft.  massa  et  divid.  in  pil.  no.  xij. 
Sig.  One  after  eating. 

28. 

R.    Strych.  sulph.  gr.  ss-j  ; 

Acidi  muriatici  dil.  Jv'j  ; 

Aquas  ad  §iv  M. 

Sig.  3j  t.  i.  d. 

29. 

R.    Strych.  sulph.  gr.  ss-j  ; 

Acidi  phosph.  dil.  §ij  ; 

Syr.  simplicis  ad  giv — M. 
Sig.  5j  t.  i.  d. 

30. 

Bartholoiv^s  Injection  for  Hypodermic  use. 

R.    Strych.  snlph.  gr.  ij  ; 

Aq.  destil.  vel  aquas  cerasi  5j. — M. 
rri\-  =  gr. 

31. 

R.    Pepsini  sacch.  5vj  ; 

Acidi  muriatici  dil., 

Tr.  nucis  vom.,  aa  gss  ; 

Aquae  cinnamomi  ad  §iv — M. 
Sig.  A  teaspoonful  after  each  meal. 
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32. 

B.    01.  morrhuic, 

Ext.  multi  (Loeflund),  aa  5iv — M. 
Sig.  A  tablespoonful  three  times  daily. 

33. 

R.    Bismuth,  subcarb., 

Pepsiui  sacch.,  aa  §ss  ; 

Pulv.  aromatici  ad  giv — M. 
Divid.  in  chart,  no.  xxiv. 
Sig.  One  t.  i.  d.  after  eating. 

34. 

B.    Pepsini  sacch., 

Pulv.  carb.  ligni,  aa  ^ss — M. 
Divid.  in  chart,  no.  xxiv. 
Sig.  One  three  times  a  day  after  eating. 

35. 

R.    Antimon.  tartrat  gr.  j  ; 
Aquje  giv. — M. 

If  emesis  is  desired,  give  one  tablespoonful  every  half  hour  till  vomiting 
is  produced  ;  or,  if  continued  depressing  effect  is  desired,  a  teaspoonful  every 
hour  or  two. 

36. 

R.    Tr.  verat.  virid.  3ijss ; 

Aq.  menth.  pip.  ad  giv  M. 

Sig.  One  teaspoonful  every  two  hours,  or  oftener  if 
needed. 

37. 

R.    Phosphori  gr.  j  ; 

01.  morrhuae  Oj  M. 

Sig.  A  tablespoonful  at  a  dose. 

38. 

R.    Sodii  bromidi  §iss; 

Aqua3  camphoriB, 

Tr.  lupulin.,  aa  §ij  M. 

Sig.  A  teaspoonful  at  a  dose. 
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39. 

R.    Tr.  cannabis  indicaj  3'j  ; 

Aq.  flor.  iuiraiitii  ad  31}. — M. 
Sig.  A  tcaspoonfiil  at  a  dose. 

40. 

R.    Ferri  et  ammon.  citratis  ^ss  ; 

Tr.  cinch.  CO., 

Tr.  gentianoj  co.,  aa  oij  > 

Aqu;c  ad  ^viij  M. 

Sig.  A  dessertspoonful  ter  in  die. 

41. 

R.   Magnes.  sulph.  §j  ; 

Infus.  senna}  5iv  ; 

Infus.  cafFeaj  ^ij  M. 

Sig.  A  wineglassful  to  be  taken  every  morning, 
oftener  if  required. 

42. 

R.    Syr.  feri'i  iodid.  Jvj  ; 

Syr.  glycyrrhizos  Jiv. — M. 
Sig.  Half  to  a  full  teaspoonful  after  eating. 

43. 

R.    Acidi  arsenici  gr.  j  ; 

Pulv.  nigr.  pip., 

Ferri  redacti,  aa  gr.  xx  ; 

Ext.  gentiana3  q.  s. — M. 
Ft.  massa  et  divid.  in  pil.  no.  xx. 
Sig.  One  three  times  a  day. 

44. 

R.    Ext.  belladonnas  gr.  iij-vj  ; 

Zinci  oxidi  gr.  xlviij  ; 

Syr.  simplicis  q.  s — M. 
Ft.  massa  et  divid.  in  pil.  no.  xlviij. 
Sig.  One  thrice  daily. 
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45. 

R.    Potass,  iodidi  ^iss  ; 

Vini  sem.  colchici  5ijss  ; 

Potass,  nitrat.  3iij  ; 

Aqua3  sviij. — M. 
Sig.  A  tablespoonful  three  times  a  day. 

46. 

B.    Soda3  bicarb., 

Siilpli.  lot.,  aa  gss. — M. 
Divid.  in  chart,  no.  xx. 
Sig.  One  three  times  a  day. 

47. 

R.    Croton-chloral.  5yss ; 

Aqua3  rosa3  §viij — M. 
Sig.  A  tablespoonful  at  a  dose. 

48. 

R.  Protagon. 

Syr.  aurantii  cort.,  aa  .^j — M. 
Sig.  Thirty  drops  to  a  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 

49. 

R .    lodoformi  gr.  xxiv  ; 

Confectio.  rosaj  q.  s — M. 
Ft.  massa  et  divid.  in  piL  no.  xxiv. 
Sig.  One  thrice  daily,  or  oftener  if  required. 

50. 

R.   Fl.  ext.  gelsemium  semperv.  ^ijss  ; 

Elixir  simplicis  ad  §iv  M. 

Sig.  One  to  two  teaspoonsful  at  a  dose. 

51. 

R.    Ext.  conii  fl.  (Sqnibb)  ^ss  ; 

Sodii  bromidi  §j  ; 

Aquaj  camphor.T3  ad  §iv. — M. 
Sig.  Teaspoonful  at  a  dose. 
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52. 

li.    Tr.  moschi, 

Tr.  lobeliii;,  aa  5U  ! 

Spts.  ctlicris  comp.  iid  5ij  M. 

Sig.  A  teaspoonful  at  a  dose. 

53  (Tanner.) 

B.    Tr.  assafnetidaj  51]'  5 

Spts.  aminon.  aromatici  3iij  ; 

Tinct.  chirata;  5vij  M. 

Sig.  GO  drops  in  a  wineglassful  of  water  every  two  or 
tliree  hours. 

54. 

B.    Elix.  ammonitE  valerianat.  ,f  iij  ; 

Chloroformas  §ss ; 

AquiB  camplioras  ad  giv  M. 

Sig.  3j  every  3  or  4  hours. 

55. 

B.    Zinci  valerianat., 

Ext.  hyoscyami,  aa  5j — M. 
Ft.  pil.  no.  xl. 
Sig.  One  at  a  dose. 

56. 

B.   Ext.  physostig.  venenos.  gr.  xij. 
Divid.  in  pil.  no.  xxxvi. 
Sig.  One  every  4  hours. 

57. 

B.    Syr.  calci  lactophosph., 

Ext.  malti,  aa  5ij  M. 

Sig.  A  teaspoonful  every  4  hours. 

58. 

B.    Ferri  bromidi  51]"  5 

Syr.  lactucarii  5iv  M. 

Sig.  Half  to  one  teaspoonful  every  3  or  4  hours. 
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59, 

Hypodermic  Injection. 

R.    Atropi*  suli)li.  gr.  j  ;  . 

Sol,  Magciulie  gj — M, 
Filter.  r\,v-x, 

GO. — {Bartholow.) 

K.   Ext.  ergotin.  aq.  3j  ; 

GlycerintB  3.]' ; 

Aqiuc  3vij- — M. 
Filter.    ri,viij  =  gr.  j. 

61. 

R.    Atropine  siilpli.  gr.  j  ; 
Aqu;x!  §j  ; 

Acid,  salicylici  q,  s — M, 
Filter.    ni,x  =  gr.  ^i^. 

62. 

R.   Tr.  belladonnas  §ss  ; 

Glycerinte  5j  ; 

Linim.  sapon.  5iij — M. 
Ft.  linimentum. 

63. 

R.    Tr.  aconiti  rad.  3ij  ; 

Linim.  campli.  comp.  ad  ^iv  M. 

Ft.  linimentum. 

64. 

R.   Tr.  aconiti  foL, 

Chloroformaj, 

Tr.  capsici,  aa  gss  ; 

Linim.  saponis  ad  §iv  M. 

Ft.  linimentum. 

65. 

R.   Unguent,  veratrios  gj  ; 

Had.  aconiti  pulv.  3j  M. 

Use  externally  (with  care). 
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GG  (TurnhulL) 

R.    Acoiiitiaj  gr.  ij  ; 

Spt.  rectificiiti  gtt.  vj  ; 

Adipis  pi'e[).  5j  M. 

Rub  a  small  part  on  the  track  of  tlie  painful  nerve. 

G7. 

R.  Chloral-liydrat., 

Ciuupliorai,  aa  5ij  ; 

Adipis  3SS  M. 

Use  locally. 

G8  (  Tanner.') 

R.    Campliorse  5j  ; 

Ext.  belladonna?  gr.  iv ; 

Ext.  conii  gr.  xlviij. — M. 
Ft.  massa  et  divid.  in  pil.  no.  xlviij. 
Sig.  One,  thrice  a  day. 

69. 

R.   Emulsio  pancreatin.  5i-§ss  after  eating. 
70. 

R.    Ext.  belladonna}  gr.  iv  ; 
Ext.  opii, 

Ext.  hyoscyami,  aa  gr.  xij — M. 
Ft.  massa  et  divid.  in  pil.  no.  xij. 
Sig.  One  at  a  dose. 

71. 

R.    Ext.  hyoscyami, 

Ext.  conii,  aa  gr.  xxiv — M. 
Ft.  massa  et  divid.  in  pil.  no  xij. 
Sig.  One  or  two  at  a  dose. 

72. 

R.    Strychnioi  sulph.  gr.  j  ; 

"Acid  phosphates"  (Horsford), 
Tinct.  cimicifugte  rac,  aa  gij — M. 

Sig.  Teaspoonful  at  a  dose. 
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73. 

R.  Synipi  i)]iospliati  eomp.  (calcis,  fcrri,  etc.)- 
Sig.  'lY'iispoontiil  at  u  dose. 

74. 

B.    Tr.  bclladonna3, 

Potass,  iodidi,  aa  5''j  5 

Aqua3  menth.  pip.  §iv. — M. 
Sig.  5j  t.  i.  d. 

75. 

R.    Tr.  ferri  perchloridi  §ss  ; 

Glycerin 03  gj  ; 

Tr.  calumba3  ad  5iv. — M. 
Sig.  3j  t.  i.  d. 

76. 

B.    Ext.  belladonnaB  gr.  iv  ; 

Ext.  ergotas  aq.  5j  ; 

Ferri  siilph.  exsiccat.  ^ss. — M. 
Ft.  massa  et  divid.  in  capsul.  no.  xij. 
Sig.  One  every  4  hours. 

77. 

R.   Argenti  nitrat.  gr.  vj-viij  ; 

Confectio.  rosjB  q.  s. — M. 
Ft.  massa  et  divid.  in  pil.  no.  xxiv. 
Sig.  One  after  each  meal. 

78. 

R.    Argenti  nitrat., 

Ext.  belladonnte,  aa  gr.  vj-viij  ; 

Ext.  gentianaj  q.  s  M. 

Divid.  in  pil.  no.  xxiv. 
Sig.  One  after  each  meal. 

79. 

R.   Argenti  nitrat.  gr.  vj-viij  ; 

Ext.  nucis  vom.  gr.  xij  M. 

Divid.  in  pil.  no.  xxiv. 
Sig.  One  after  each  meal. 
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80. 

R.    Argenti  phospliat.  (tribasic.)  gr.  viij  ; 

Ext.  quassuii  q.  s  M. 

Ft.  massa  et  divid.  in  ])il.  no.  xxiv, 
Sig.  One  after  each  meal. 

81. 

R.    Ext.  belladonnai  gr.  iv  ; 

01.  terebinth.  5ij  ; 

Buytri  cacao  q.  s  M. 

Divid.  in  eapsnl.  no.  xij. 
Sig.  One  t.  i.  d. 

82. 

R.    Tr.  physostig.  venenos.  n^^v-x  ; 

Glycerina3  5j  ? 

Aq.  roste  ^iij  M. 

Sig.  At  a  dose. 

83. 

R.    Tr.  aconiti  rad.  jtlv  ; 

Chloroforma3  n\^x  ; 

Syr.  papav.  5ss  M. 

Sig.  At  a  dose. 

84. 

R.    Ammon.  bromidi, 

Sodii  bromidi,  a  a   M. 

Divid.  in  chart,  no.  xlviij.    Put  in  waxed  paper. 
Sig.  Two  at  night,  and  one  in  the  morning. 

85. 

R.    Amyl  nitriti  3iij  ; 

Alcoliol.  absol.  ad  gij  M. 

The  patient  should  be  directed  to  provide  himself  with  a  small  homa?o- 
pathic  bottle,  into  which  he  is  to  put  5ss  of  the  mixture.  "When  he  has 
an  aura  of  sufficient  length,  he  may  quickly  empty  the  contents  of  the 
bottle  in  his  handkerchief,  and  apply  it  to  the  nostrils. 
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86. 

R.    Tri-nitro.  glycerini  ^ss  ; 

Alcoliol.  iibsol.  3vj. — M. 
Sig.  8-10  drops  three  times  a  (lay. 

87. 

B.    Camphor^!  monobromicTi  5ss-5j  ? 

Confectio.  rosa3  q.  s — M. 
Divid.  in  capsul.  no.  xij. 

Sig.  One  every  hour  until  tlie  effect  is  produced. 
88. 

K.    Tr.  cannab.  Ind., 

Tr.  hyoscyami,  aa  5^ ; 

Tr.  conii  5iss-5iij  ; 

Syr.  lactucarii  ad  §iv — M. 
Sig.  Teaspoonful  at  dose. 

89. 

R.  Tr.  nucis  vomicoe  ; 

Spts.  ammon.  aromatici, 

Tr.  capsici,  aa  5vj  ; 

AquEe  camplioras  ad  §iv — M. 
Sig.  Teaspoonful  at  a  dose,  in  the  morning. 

90. 

R.    Tr.  digitalis  5^.]' ; 

Ferri  dialysat.  §j  ; 

Elixir  Chartreuse  alb.  ad  giv  M. 

Sig.  3j  t-  !•  d-  in  water. 

91 — Burmann' s  Hypodermic  Solution. 

R.    Conia3  5iij,  n^^xij  ; 

Acidi  acetic,  fort.  5iij>  T^Lxij  ; 

Spts.  vini  rect.  5j ; 

Aqua3  destil.  ad  gij  M. 

•^'o-        =  i^lj  coniai.    Begin  witli  one  drop. 
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92. 

Hypodermic  Injection. 

R.    Datiiriaj  gr.  j  ; 

Ac.  acetici  fort.  q.  s. ; 

Glyccrinii;  5i.j  ; 

Aqiui3  destil.  ad   M. 

Sig.  Begin  with  three  minims. 


93. 

R.    Ammon.  muriat.  5ij  ; 

Pulv.  aromatici,  3j  M. 

Divid.  in  chart,  no.  vj. 
Sig.  One  every  hour. 

94. 

R.    Pulv.  paullinEe  sorbilis  ^j. 

Divid.  in  chart,  no.  xxiv. 

Sig.  One  to  three  every  hour  till  relieved. 

95. 

R.    Fructus  belladonnaj  giv  ; 

Spts.  vini  rect.  o^iij — M. 
Ft.  linimentum. 

The  fresh  berries  should  be  obtained ;  but,  if  this  is  impossible,  tiie 
leaves,  either  fresh  or  dried,  in  the  same  quantity  may  be  used.  In  either 
case  the  liniment  should  not  be  used  for  several  days. 

Battery  Fluid  (for  zinc-carbon  batteries). 

R.    Potass,  bichrom.  pulv.  5viij  ; 
Aqute  bullientis  Ov ; 

When  cold,  add— 
Acidi  sulph.  §vij — M. 


INDEX. 


ABSENCE  of  blood  in  cutaneous  vessels 
in  hysteria,  37 
of    "  tendon   reflex"   in  locomotor 
ataxia,  277 
Abstinence  from  food  in  hysteria,  377 
Abuse  of  bromides  in  epilepsy,  329 
Active  cerebral  hypercomia,  69 
Acute  alcoholism,  351 

cerebi-al  anajmia,  113 
cerebri  tis,  149 
myelitis,  233 
softening,  149 
Adult  spinal  paralysis,  247 
iEsthesiometer,  the,  22 

Sieveking's,  22 
Affections  of  the  organs  of  speech  in 

chorea,  394 
Agraphia,  165 

Aitken  on  prognosis  of  softening,  161 
Alalia,  161 

Alcohol  in  urine,  means  of  detecting,  358 

in  ventricular  fluid,  357 
Alcoholism,  351 

acute,  362 

causes  of,  355 

chronic,  354 

definition  of,  351 

diagnosis  of,  359 

hallucination  in,  353 

morbid  anatomy  and  pathology  of, 
356 

prognosis  of,  358 

symptoms  of,  352 

treatment  of,  359 
Anaemia,  cerebral,  113 

spinal,  227 
AnsBSthesia,  448 

auditory,  448 

causes  of,  449 

diagnosis  and  prognosis  of,  450 

of  fifth  nerve,  449 

hysterical,  372 

of  radial  nerve,  449 

symptoms  of,  448 

treatment  of,  450 
Aneurism  of  brain,  196 

miliary,  198 
Antero-lateral  amyotrophic  sclerosis,  289 
causes  of,  292 
diagnosis  of,  293 
morbid  anatomy  of,  292 
prognosis  of,  293 
symptoms  of,  289 
synonyms  of,  289 
treatment  of,  293 


Antero-spinal  paralysis  of  adults,  247 

causes  of,  252 

definition  of,  247 

diagnosis  of,  252 

morbid  anatomy  and  pa- 
thology of,  252 

prognosis  of,  254 

symptoms  of,  249 

synonyms  of,  247 

treatment  of,  254 
of  infancy,  239 

causes  of,  243 

definition  of,  239 

deformities  in,  239 

diagnosis  of,  246 

electricity  in,  246 

morbid   anatomy  and  pa- 
thology of,  243 

muscular  tissue,  changes  in, 
245 

prognosis  of,  246 
Sinkler's  case  of,  239 
symptoms  of,  239 
synonyms  of,  239 
treatment  of,  246 

Aphasia,  161 

definition  of,  161 
diagnosis  of,  175 
history  of,  1 62 
infantile,  174 

location  of  speech  centre  in,  168 

Lordat  on,  164 

medico-legal  study  of,  177 

pathology  of,  167 

synonyms  of,  IGl 

treatment  of,  178 

trephining  in,  179 

with  left  sided  paralysis,  171 

without  lesion,  170 
Apoplexy,  83 
Apparatus,  electrical,  30 

for  the  treatment  of  nervous  diseases, 
30 

Van  Bibber's,  30 
Arcus  senilis,  the,  94 
Arrangement  of  nerve-roots  in  posterior 

columns,  285 
Arthropathies  in  cerebral  hemorrhage, 

91 

Asemasia,  161 

Asthenic  cerebral  hypertemia,  69 
Atheromatous  changes  in  vessels,  07 
Athetosis,  92 

Atrophy,  partial  facial,  2CG 
causes  of,  268 
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Atrophy,  partial  facial  (con/inued) . 

diagnosis  of,  2()8 
Draper's  case  of,  2G7 
patholopy  of,  208 
prognosis  of,  2(')8 
synonyms  of,  206 
symptoms  of,  206 
treatment  of,  209 
progressive  muscular,  255 

witli  cerebral  sclerosis,  188 
Auditory  vertigo,  124 
causes  of,  120 
definition  of,  124 
diagnosis  of,  128 
pathology  of,  120 
synonyms  of,  124 
treatment  of,  128 
Automatic  man,  the,  314 


BASEDOW'S  disease,  412 
Basilar  meningitis,  66 
Bed-sores,  treatment  of,  238 
Bell's  paralysis,  453 
Bloodletting  in  apoplexy,  108 
Blue  line,  the,  475 

Bone  changes  in  posterior  spinal  sclerosis, 

283 

Bony  growths,  198 
Brain  lesions,  97 
tumors,  185 

choked  disk  a  symptom  of,  188 

diagnosis  of,  199 

localization  of,  200 

morbid  anatomy  of,  189 

prognosis  of,  202 

symptoms  of,  185 

treatment  of.  202 

varieties  of,  189 
Brittleness  of  bones  in  locomotor  ataxia, 
283 

Broca  on  location  of  speech  centre,  168 
Brown-S6quard's  theory  of  auditory  con- 
vulsions, 127 
Bulbar  diseases,  308 
paralysis,  336 

causes  of,  339 

condition  of  tongue  in,  337 

diagnosis  of,  340 

morbid  anatomy  and  pathology 
of,  340 

prognosis  of,  342 

progressive  variety  of,  339 

reflex  variety  of,  339 

stationary  variety  of,  339 

symptoms  of,  336 

synonyms  of,  336 

treatment  of,  342 
BurroTves'  experiments,  145 


CANCEROUS  growths  in  brain,  190 
Case  of  cerebellar  tremor,  194 
Case  of  hsematomn,  42 

of  post-paralytic  chorea,  93 


Case  (continued). 

of  spinal  tumor,  with  persistent  reflex 
sensibility,  215 
Catalepsy,  389 

causes  of,  390 

definition  of,  389 

diagnosis  of,  391 

flexibilitas  cerea  in,  389 

induced  in  animals,  391 

malarial,  390 

morbid  anatomy  and  pathology  of, 
391 

prognosis  of,  392 
symptoms  of,  389 
treatment  of,  392 
Cauteries,  32 
author's,  32 
glass  rod,  32 
Ciuerard'e,  33 
Pacquelin's,  33 
Central  neuritis,  91 

spinal  hemorrhage,  220 
Cerebellar  hemorrhage,  112 

tumor,  case  of,  1  94 
Cerebral  ansemia,  113 
causes  of,  116 
chronic,  114 
definition  of,  113 
infantile,  115 

morbid  anatomy  and  pathology 
of,  118 

prognosis  of,  121 

symptoms  of,  114 

synonyms  of,  113 

treatment  of,  121 
congestion,  72 
hemorrhage,  83 

attacks  of,  without  loss  of  con- 
sciousness, 87 

causes  of,  94 

condition  of  eyes  in,  86 

conjugate  deviation  of  eyes  in, 
86 

definition  of,  83 
diagnosis  of,  100 
morbid  anatomy  and  pathology 
of,  90 

post- paralytic  states  in,  91 
prodromata  of,  83 
prognosis  of,  104 
psychical  disturbance  in,  85 
residual  paralysis  in,  88 
respiratory  disturbonce  in,  80 
seat  of,  99 
symptoms  of,  83 
time  of  attack  of,  95 
treatment  of,  83 
hypertcmia,  09 
causes  of,  73 
definition  of,  69 
diagnosis  of,  78 
influence  of  occupation  in,  73 
local,  79 

morbid  anatomy  of,  77 
pathology  of,  75 
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Cerebral  hyperoemia  (continued). 
prognosis  of,  80 
symptoms  of,  70 
synonyms  of,  09 
treatment  of,  80 
meninges,  diseases  of,  35 
meningitis,  acute,  44 
causes  of,  45 
diagnosis  of,  46 
patliolopy  and  morbid  an- 
atomy of,  46 
prognosis  of,  49 
symptoms  of,  44 
treatment  of,  49 
chronic,  65 

treatment  of,  68 
pachymeningitis,  35 

acute,  symptoms  of,  35 
chronic,  causes  of,  39 

morbid  anatomy  and  patho- 
logy of,  39 
osseous  plates  in,  39 
prognosis  of,  39 
symptoms  of,  37 
treatment  of,  40 
■with  hcematoma,  40 
case  of,  42 
causes  of,  41 

formation  of  cysts  in,  41 

morbid  anatomy  and  pa- 
thology of,  41 

prognosis  of,  44 

symptoms  of,  40 

treatment  of,  44 
rheumatism,  51 
sclerosis,  179 

causes  of,  182 
definition  of,  179 
diffused,  180 
diagnosis  of,  184 
prognosis  of,  184 
symptoms  of,  180 
synonyms  of,  179 
treatment  of,  184 
softening,  148 
acute,  149 

causes  of,  151 

diagnosis  of,  153 

morbid   anatomy  and  pa- 
thology of,  151 

prognosis  of,  153 

symptoms  of,  149 

treatment  of,  153 
chronic,  154 

causes  of,  156 

definition  of,  154 

diagnosis  of,  1 59 

morbid   anatomy  and  pa- 
thology of,  157 

prognosis  of,  1 60 

symptoms  of,  1 54 

treatment  of,  1  61 
classification  of,  148 
definition  of,  148 
tumors,  Grasset's classification  of,  190 


Cerebritis,  149 
Cerebro-spinal  diseases,  343 
meningitis,  343 

retraction  of  head  in,  344 
Cerebrum  and  cerebellum,  diseases  of,  69 
Cervical  pachymeningitis,  204 
Cervico- brachial  neuralgia,  427 
Cervico-occipital  neurnlgia,  426 
Character  of  the   deposit  in  so-called 

tubercular  meningitis  59 
Charcot  on  reduced  temperature  in  hys- 

tero-epilepsy,  389 
Chloral-bromide  treatment  iu  epilepsy, 

333 

Choked  disk,  187 
Chorea,  393 
adult,  398 

among  school  children,  400 

case  of,  390 

causes  of,  399 

definition  of,  393 

dependent  upon  tapeworm,  396 

diagnosis  of,  404 

embolic  theory  of,  403 

epidemic,  393 

ether  spray  in  treatment  of,  405 
heart  lesions  of,  401 
malarial,  400 

morbid  anatomy  and  pathology  of, 
401 

of  pregnancy,  397 

post-paralytic,  92 

prognosis  of,  404 

symptoms  of,  393 

synonyms  of,  393 

treatment,  405 

with  eczema,  399 
Chronic  cerebral   pachymeningitis  with 
ha3matoma,  40 

myelitis,  236 
Clavus  hystericus,  371 
Collateral  circulation,  159 
Condition  of  organs  of  generation  in  hys- 

teiia,  370 
Congestion,  cerebral,  70 

spinal,  223 
Congestive  pernicious  fever,  its  resem- 
blance to  cerebro  spinal  meningitis,  345 
Constriction  band,  the,  235 
Contractions,  fibrillary,  256 
Contractures  in  antero-lateral  sclerosis, 
289 

in  hemiplegia,  91 
in  infnnlile  paralysis,  240 
paralytic,  91 
Contusions   and   punctured  wounds  as 

causes  of  paralysis,  400 
Convulsion  as  a  symptom  of  brain  tumor. 
185 

Convulsive  cerebral  congestion,  71 
Coordination,  284 
Corpuscles,  Gluge's,  157 
Cramp,  dancer's,  484 

telegrapher's,  484 

writer's,  484 
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Cramp  (continued). 
professioniil,  484 

onuses  of,  480 

diiignosi»  of,  487 

patliolopy  of,  486 
"Crises  giistriqiies,"  281 
Cross  paralysis,  8!) 
Cruni-Urowii's  experiments,  124 
Cutaneous  eruptions  in  locomotor  ataxia, 
278 

D.\  COSTA  on  cerebral  rheumatism,  51 
Decubitus  paralysis,  402 
Delayed  transmission  of  impressions,  236 
Delirium  tremens,  352 
Depraved  appetite  in  hysteria,  372 
Diathetic  prrowths,  202 
Diplopia,  70 

Diseases  of  cerebral  meninges,  35 

of  cerebrum  and  cerebellum,  69 

Dislocation  as  a  cause  of  paralysis,  401 

Division  of  a  nerve  trunk  as  a  cause  of 
paralysis,  460 

Douleureux,  tic,  420 

Dreams  of  movement,  404 

Duration  of  life  of  hard  drinkers,  358 

Dynamometer,  25 
Mathieu's,  25 
the  author's,  25 

ECHOLALIA,  176 
Eczema  with  chorea,  399 
Education  of  right  side  of  the  brain,  178 
Electrical  apparatus,  30 
Embolic  theory  of  chorea,  403 
Embolism,  129 

of  the  cerebral  vessels,  137 
causes  of,  141 
diagnosis  of,  142 
morbid    anatomy  and  pa- 
thology of,  145 
prognosis  of,  147 
symptoms  of,  138 
treatment  of,  147 
Emprostbotonos,  296 
Endemic  tetanus,  299 
Epidemic  chorea,  393 
Epilepsy,  308 
aborted.  313 

abuse  of  bromides  in,  329 
age  in  causation  of,  316 
auditory,  321 

Brown  S^quard's  experiments  in,  320 
causes  of,  316 

chloral- bromide  treatment  of,  333 
definition  of,  808 
diagnosis  of,  325 
dislocation  of  bones  in,  S12 
experimental  production  of,  321 
grave  attacks  of,  309 
heredity  in,  317 
history  of  308 
hystero,  384 

induration  of  cornun  ammonis,  319 
irregular  attacks  of,  313 


Epilepsy  (continued). 
Jackson  on,  322 
light  attacks  of,  312 
masked,  815 

morbid  anatomy  and  pathology  of, 
318 

nocturnal,  311 
prognosis  of,  325 
resembling  hydrophobia,  369 
responsibility  in,  315 
symptoms  of,  309 
synonyms  of,  308 
syphilitic,  325 

temperature  influences  in,  317 
treatment  of,  320 
warnings  in,  309 
Epileptiform  tic,  425 
Equilibrium,  sense  of,  the,  124 
Ergot  in  pachymeningitis,  212 
Eruptions  with  neuralgia,  420 
Essential  paralysis,  239 
Etat  crible,  the,  78 
Examination  of  patient,  17 

post-mortem,  18 
Exhaustion  simulating  acute  tubercular 

meningitis,  64 
Exopthalmic  goitre,  412 
causes  of,  417 
definition  of,  412 
diagnosis  of,  417 
morbid  anatomy  and  pathology 

of,  417 
prognosis  of,  417 
symptoms  of,  412 
8yn..nyms  of,  412 
treatment  of,  418 
unilateral,  414 
Experimental  production  of  epilepsy,  321 
Extravasation  of  blood  in  neuralgia,  421 

FACIAL  neuralgia,  421 
paralysis,  455 

causes  of,  454 
diagnosis  of.  457 
electricity  in,  458 
pathology  of,  4^0 
prognosis  of,  457 
symptoms  of,  453 
synonyms  of,  453 
treatment  of,  458 
wire  hook  in  treatment  of,  458 
spasm  without  pain,  482 
Faradic  apparatus,  31 
Fatty  degeneration  of  muscles,  261 
Fibrillary  contractions,  256 
Flexibilitas  cerea,  389 
Formulse,  490 

Functional  locomotor  ataxia,  281 
spasm,  479 

nALVANIC  batteries,  31 

VT    Gibney  on  traumatic  causation  of 

spinal  irritation,  226 
Glass  rod  cautery,  32 
Gliomala  of  brain,  194 
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Globus  hystericus,  the,  377 
Gluge'ti  corpuscles,  157 
Goitre,  exoptlmlmic,  412 
Grnsset's  classiticatioii  of  brain  tumors, 
190 

Graves'  disease,  412 

Griffin  on  spinal  irritation,  227 

HAMMOND  on  gnit  in  lateral  sclerosis, 
294 

Hardening  fluids,  20 
Hemiplegia,  88 

hysterical,  375 
Hemorrhage,  cerebral,  83 

meningeal,  40 

spinal,  218 
Herbert  Mnjor  on  structure  of  insula, 
173 

High  temperature  in  tetanus,  29G 
Hints  in  regard  to  methods  of  examina- 
tion and  study,  17 
Holland  on  anal  leeching,  47 
Hydrobromic  acid,  80 
Hydrocephaloid,  113 
Hydrophobia,  8(51 

causes  of,  366 

curare  in,  369 

diagnosis  of,  368 

Dr.  Hadden's  case  of,  362 

morbid  anatomy  and  pathology  of, 
367 

prognosis  of,  369 
symptoms  of,  361 
synonyms  of,  361 
treatment  of,  369 
Hysteria,  370 

causes  of,  378 
definition  of,  370 
diagnosis  of,  382 

morbid  anatomy  and  pathology  of, 
381 

prognosis  of,  882 

symptoms  of,  370 

treatment  of,  382 
Hysterical  anaesthesia,  372 

arthropathies,  371 

eye  troubles,  373 

hemiplegia,  375 

locomotor  ataxia,  281 

paraplegia,  375 

tremor,  375 
Hystero-epilepsy,  384 

cases  of,  385 

symptoms  of,  385 

INFANTILE  hemiplegia,  174 
L       paralysis,  239 
Inflammation  of  spinal  cord,  233 
Instruments  used  for  the  diagnosis  of 

nervous  diseases,  22 
Intra-vesical  troubles  in  myelitis,  235 

JACKSON  on  epilepsy,  322 


LATERAL  sclerosis  of  the  spinal  cord,  293 
diagnosis  of,  2!)5 
morbid  anatomy  of,  294 
symptoms  of,  293 
syr.oiiyms  of,  293 
treatment  of,  2i)6 
Lead  poisoning,  470 

causes  of,  472 

diagnosis  of,  475 

from  tea  drinking,  474 

morbid  anatomy  and  pathology 

of,  476 
prognosis  of,  476 
synonyms  of,  470 
treatment  of,  476 
Local  paralysis,  453 
Localization  of  tumors,  200 
Locomotor  ataxia,  267 
hysterical,  281 
spurious,  281 
Loring's  experiments,  78 
Lyssaphobia,  301 

MALE  hysteria,  378 
Mastodynia,  431 
Mdnifere's  disease,  124 
Meningeal  hemorrhage,  219 
Meningitis,  acute  and  chronic  spinal,  204 
symptoms  of,  204 
granular,  52 
cerebro-spinal,  343 
causes  of,  344 
definition  of,  343 
diagnosis  of,  345 
morbi<l  anatomy  and  pathology 

of,  345 
prognosis  of,  346 
symptoms  of,  343 
synonyms  of,  343 
treatment  of,  346 
chronic  cerebral,  65 
causes  of,  68 
diagnosis  of,  68 
morbid   anatomy  and  pa- 
thology of,  68 
prognosis  of,  68 
symptoms  of,  65 
treatment  of,  68 
connected  with  cardiac  disease,  51 
of  the  aged,  62 
rheumatic,  50 
senile,  62 

tubercular  (granular),  52 
basal,  53 
causes  of,  58 
development  of,  62 
diagnosis  of,  63 

morbid  anatomy  and  pathology 

of,  59 
prognosis  of,  62 
symptoms  of,  53 
treatment  of,  64 
tubercular  deposits  in,  61 
vertical,  53 
vital  signs  in,  55 


510 


INDEX. 


]\Ieningo-cei'ohi  itia,  149 

Mentiil  cliaiigcs  in  locomotor  ataxia,  279 

Migraine,  4:21 

Miliary  aneurisms,  98 

Mimetic  chorea,  400 

Morbid  impulses  in  hysteria,  372 

Mortality  in  tubercular  meningitis,  58 

Mottled    skin    iu  pseudo-hypertrophic 

paralysis,  '2'?, 
Multiple  embolism,  139 
Myelitis,  236 

causes  of,  236 

chronic,  230 

diagnosis  of,  237 

morbid  anatomy  and  pathology  of, 

237 

symptoms  of,  236 
treatment  of,  238 
vesical  troubles  in,  235 

VTERVES,  tumors  of,  451 
1^    Neuralgia,  age  and  sex  in  causation 
of,  434 

association  with  epilepsy,  432 
bad  teeth  as  a  cause  of,  434 
causes  of,  432 
cervico-occipital,  426 
circulatory  disturbances  in,  420 
clavus,  423 

coarse  and  fine  varieties  of,  439 
•  connection  with  pulmonary  disease, 
432 
crural,  4 
definition  of,  419 
diagnosis  of,  436 
electricity  in  treatment  of,  442 
excision  of  supra-orbital  in,  424 
facial,  421 

intiuence  of  temperature  in,  435 
intercostal,  428 
inveterate  case  of,  an,  437 
morbid  anatomy  of,  436 
nerve  areas  in,  441 
nerve  section  in,  432 
of  testis,  424 
ovarian,  431 
pain  of,  419 
prognosis  of,  436 
renal,  431 
sciatic,  428 
syphilitic,  422 
treatment  of,  438 
trigeminal,  421 
trophic  disturbances  in,  420 
urethral,  431 
visceral,  430 
Neuritis,  444 

causes  of,  446 

morbid  anatomy  and  pathology  of, 
446 

nerve  section  in,  447 

stretching  in,  447 
prognosis  of,  447  , 
symptoms  of,  444 
treatment  of,  447 


Neuritis  (continued). 

trophic  cliMMges  in,  445 
Neuromata,  sarconintous,  452 

treatment  of,  462  ' 
Nystagmus,  189 

OCCLUSION  of  intracranial  vessels,  129 
Occupation,  and  its  relation  to  cere- 
bral hyperajmia,  73 
Ocular  trouble  with  brain  tumor,  187 
Ophthalmoscope,  the,  28 
Opisthotonos,  296 

Organs  of  speech,  affection  of  in  chorea, 
394 

PACHYMENINGITIS  as  a  result  of  in- 
jury, 35 
spinal,  causes  of,  207 
diagnosis  of,  211 
morbid  anatomy  and  pathology 

of,  208 
prognosis  of,  210 
symptoms  of,  200 
treatment  of,  211 
Painters'  colic,  470 
Palsy,  Scrivener's,  480 
shaking,  406 
wasting,  255 
Paralysis,  adult  spinal,  247 
after  dislocation,  461 
agitans,  406 

case  of,  408 
.  causes  of,  408 
diagnosis  of,  410 
morbid  anatomy  and  pathology 

of,  409 
prognosis  of,  411 
symptoms  of,  407 
synonyms  of,  406 
treatment  of,  41 1 
antero-spinal,  of  infancy,  239 
bulbar,  336 
cross,  89 

Cruveilhier's,  255 
diphtheritic,  466 

case  of,  467 

causes  of,  468 

diagnosis  of,  469 

morbid  anatomy  and  pathology 
of,  468 

prognosis  of,  469 

symptoms  of,  467 

treatment  of,  409 
facial,  453 

from  pressure  of  forceps,  462 
heat  in  the  treatment  of,  111 
hysterical,  375 
local,  453 

of  cranial  nerves,  277 
of  sphincters,  236 
pseudo-hypertrophic,  269 
residual,  88 
temporary  spinal,  251 
traumatic,  463 
Paralytic  chorea,  395 


INDEX. 


511 


Paraplegin,  234 

hysterical,  o75 
Pnvkinson's  disense,  406 
Partial  cerebral  anasmia,  113 
Passive  cer<;bral  liypenomia,  69 
Pathology  of  spasm,  483 
Perivascular  spaces,  the,  75 
Petriiia  on  localization,  200 
Piesmetcr,  the,  26 
Pleurodynia,  428 
Pleurosthotonos,  296 
Poisoning,  lead,  470 
Posterior  spinal  sclerosis,  276 

ascending  and  descending, 
277 

bladder  complication  in,  277 

causes  of,  281 
diagnosis  of,  286 

morbid   anatomy  and  pa- 
thology of,  282 

neuralgia  in,  276 

prognosis  of,  287 

state  of  mind  in,  277 

symptoms  of,  276 

synonyms  of,  276 

treatment  of,  287 
Post-hemiplegic  disorders  of  movement,  92 
Post-paralytic  chorea,  92 
Primary  and  compensatory  contractions 

in  paralysis,  240 
Prodromata  of  infantile  palsy,  239 
Professional  cramp,  484 

muscular  atrophy,  486 
Progressive  muscular  atrophy,  255 

causes  of,  258 

definition  of,  255 

diagnosis  of,  363 

history  of,  255 

morbid   anatomy  and  pa- 
thology of,  259 

prognosis  of,  265 

resembling  lead  palsy,  263 

symptoms  of,  255 

synonyms  of,  255 

treatment  of,  255 
Pseudo-hypertrophic  muscular  paralysis, 
269 

cases  of,  271 

causes  of,  273 

diagnosis  of,  275 

heredity  in,  273 

lordosis  in,  272 

pathology  and  morbid  an- 
atomy of,  274 
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Practitioners,  by  Oheistophee  Heath,  Jj'.R.O.S.,  Surgeon  to  Uni- 
versity College  Hospital,  and  Holme  Professor  of  Surgery  in  University 
College.    Fifth  Edition,  fcap  8vo,  with  86  Engravings,  5s.  6d.  [1875] 

BT  THE  SAME  ATJTHOE, 

INJURIES  AND  DISEASES  OF  THE  JAWS : 

Jacksonian  Prize  Essay.  Second  Edition,  8vo,  with  ]6d  Engrav- 
ings, 12s.  [1872] 

BY  THE  SAME  AUTHOB. 

A  COURSE  OF  OPERATIYE  SURGERY : 

with  20  Plates  drawn  fi-om  Nature  by  M.  Leveille,  and  coloured 
by  hand  under  his  direction.    Large  8vo.    40s.  [1877] 

HARE-LIP  AND  CLEFT  PALATE, 

by  Francis  Mason,  F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  and  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  at 
St.  Thomas's  Hospital.    With  66  Engravings,  8vo,  6s.  [1877] 

THE  FEMALE  PELYIC  ORGANS, 

their  Surgery,  Surgical  Pathology,  and  Sui-gical  Anatomy,  in  a 
Series  of  Coloured  Plates  taken  from  Nature:  with  Commentaiies, 
Notes,  and  Cases,  by  Henry  Savage,  M.D.  Lond.,  F.R.C.S.,  Consulting 
Officer  of  the  Samaritan  Free  Hospital.    Third  Edition,  4to,  £1  15s. 

[1875] 
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FRACTURES  OF  THE  LOWER  END  OF  THE  RADIUS, 

Fractures  of  tlie  Clavicle,  and  on  the  Reduction  of  the  Recent  Inward 
Dislocations  of  the  Shoulder  Joint.  By  Alexander  Gordon,  M.D., 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  Queen's  College,  Belfast.    With  Engravings, 

8vO,  5s.  [1875] 

DISEASES  AND  INJURIES  OF  THE  EAR, 

by  W.  B.  Dalbt,  F.R.C.S.,  M.B.,  Aural  Surgeon  and  Lecturer  on 
Atu-al  Surgery  at  St.  George's  Hospital.  Crown  8vo,  with  21  Engi-av- 
ings,  6s.  6d.  [1873] 

THE  EAR : 

its  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Diseases.  A  Practical  Treatise,  by 
Charles  H.  Burnett,  A.M.,  M.D.,  Aural  Surgeon  to  the  Presby- 
terian Hospital,  and  Surgeon  in  Charge  of  the  Infirmai-y  for  Diseases 
of  the  Ear,  Philadelphia.    With  87  Engravings,  8vo,  18s.  [1877] 

AURAL  CATARRH; 

or,  the  Commonest  Forms  of  Deafness,  and  their  Cure,  by  Peter. 
Allen,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.E.,  late  Aural  Surgeon  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital, 
Second  Edition,  crown  8vo,  with  Engravings,  8s.  6d.  [1874] 

CLUBFOOT : 

its  Causes,  Pathology,  and  Treatment;  being  the  Jacksonian  Piize 
Essay  by  Wm.  Adams,  F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to  the  Great  Northern  Hos- 
pital. Second  Edition,  8vo,  with  106  Engravings  and  6  Lithogi-aphic- 
Plates,  15s.  [1873], 

ORTHOPEDIC  SURGERY : 

Lectures  delivered  at  St.  George's  Hospital,  by  Bernard  E.  Brod- 
HTJRST,  F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Orthopsedic  Hospital.  Second 
Edition,  8vo,  with  Engravings,  12s.  6d.  [1876] 

OPERATIVE  SURGERY  OF  THE  FOOT  AND  ANKLE, 

by  Henry  Hancock,  F.R.C.S.,  Consulting  Surgeon  to  Chaiing  Cross 
Hospital.    8vo,  with  Engravings,  15s.  [1873] 

ORTHOPEDIC  SURGERY: 

,and  Diseases  of  the  Joints.  Lectures  by  Lewis  A.  Sayre,  M.D., 
Professor  of  Orthopaedic  Surgery,  Fractures  and  Dislocations,  and; 
Clinical  Surgery,  in  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York. 
With  274  Wood  Engravings,  8vo,  20s.  [1876] 

THE  TREATMENT  OF  SURGICAL  INFLAMMATIONS 

by  a  New  Method,  which  greatly  shortens  their  Dui'ation,  by  Furneaux 
Jordan,  F.R.C.S.,  Professor  of  Siu'gery  in  Queen's  College,  Birming- 
ham.   8vo,  with  Plates,  7s.  6d.  [1870] 

BX  THE  SAME  ATJTHOE, 

SURGICAL  INQUIRIES. 

With  numerous  Lithogi'aphic  Plates.    Svo,  5s.  [1^73] 

ORTHOPRAXY : 

the  Mechanical  Treatment  of  Deformities,  Debilities,  and  Deficiencies  of 
the  Human  Frame,  by  H.  Heather  Bigg,  Associate  of  the  Institute  of 
Civil  Engineers.    Third  Edition,  with  319  Engravings,  Svo,  15s.  [1877] 
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INTERNAL  ANEURISM: 

Its  Successful  Treatment  by  Consolidation  of  tlie  Contents  of  the  Sac. 
By  T.  JoLiPFE  TuPNBLL,  F.R.C.S.I.,  President  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  in  Ireland.  With  Coloured  Plates.  Second  Edition, 
royal  8vo,  5s.  t^^^*^ 

DISEASES  OF  THE  RECTUM, 

by  Thomas  B.  Cubling,  F.R.S.,  Consulting  Surgeon  to  the  London 
Hospital.    Fourth  Edition,  Revised,  8vo,  7s.  6d.  [1876] 

STRICTURE  OF  THE  URETHRA 

and  Ui-inai-y  Fistute;  their  Pathology  and  Treatment:  Jacksonian 
Prize  Essay  by  Sii-  Henry  Thompson,  F.R.C.S.,  Emeritus  Professor 
of  Surgery  to  University  College.  Third  Edition,  8vo,  with  Plates, 
10s. 

BY  THE  SAME  AUTHOE, 

PRACTICAL  LITHOTOMY  AND  LITHOTRITY; 

or,  An  Inqiiii-y  into  the  best  Modes  of  removing  Stone  from  the 
Bladder.    Second  Edition,  Bvo,  with  numerous  Engravings.  10s.  [1871] 

AXSO, 

DISEASES  OF  THE  URINARY  ORGANS : 

(Clinical  Lectures).  Fourth  Edition,  Bvo,  with  2  Plates  and  59 
Engravings,  12s.  [1876] 

AXSO, 

DISEASES  OF  THE  PROSTATE  : 

theii-  Pathology  and  Treatment.  Fourth  Edition,  Svo,  with  numerous 
Plates,  10s.  &873] 

ALSO, 

THE  PREVENTIVE  TREATMENT  OF  CALCULOUS  DISEASE 
and  the  Use  of  Solvent  Remedies,    Second  Edition,  fcap.  Svo,  2s.  6d. 

[1876] 

STRICTURE  OF  THE  URETHRA 

and  its  Immediate  Treatment,  by  Baenaed  Holt,  F.R.C.S., 
Consulting  Surgeon  to  the  Westminster  Hospital.  Third  Edition, 
Svo,  6s.  [1868] 

LITHOTOMY  AND  EXTRACTION  OF  STONE 

from  the  Bladder,  Urethra,  and  Prostate  of  the  Male,  and  from  the 
Bladder  of  the  Female,  by  W.  Poulett  Harris,  M.D.,  Sui-geon-Major 
H.M.  Bengal  Medical  Sei-vice.    With  Engravings,  Svo,  10s.  6d.  [1876] 

THE  SURGERY  OF  THE  RECTUM : 

Lettsomian  Lectures  by  Henry  Smith,  F.R.C.S.,  Professor  of  Surgery 
in  King's  College,  Surgeon  to  King's  CoUege  Hospital.  Fourth 
Edition,  fcap.  Svo,  5s.  [1876] 

FISTULA,  HEMORRHOIDS,  PAINFUL  ULCER, 

Stricture,  Prolapsus,  and  other  Diseases  of  the  Rectum :  theii*  Diagnosis 
and  Treatment,  by  Wm.  Allingham,  F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to  St.  Mark's 
Hospital  for  Fistula,  &c.    Second  Edition,  Svo,  7s.  [1872] 
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KIDNEY  DISEASES,  URINARY  DEPOSITS, 

and  Calculous  Disorders  by  Lionel  S.  Bisale,  M.B.,  F.R.S.,  P.R.C.P., 
Physician  to  King's  College  Hospital.  Third  Edition,  8vo,  with 
70  Plates,  25s.  [1868] 

DISEASES  OF  THE  BLADDER, 

Prostate  Gland  and  Urethra,  including  a  practical  view  of  Urinaiy 
Diseases,  Deposits  and  Oalcxili,  by  P.  J.  Gant,  P.R.C.S.,  Senior  Sur- 
geon to  the  Royal  Free  Hospital.  Fourth  Edition,  crown  8vo,  ■with 
Engravings,  10s.  6d.  [1876] 

RENAL  DISEASES : 

a  Clinical  Guide  to  their  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  by  W.  R.  Basham, 
M.D.,  F.R.O.P.j  late  Senior  Physician  to  the  Westminster  Hospital. 
Post  8vo,  7s.  [1870] 

BY  THE  SAME  AUTHOE, 

THE  DIAGNOSIS  OF  DISEASES  OF  THE  KIDNEYS, 

with  Aids  thereto.    8vo,  with  10  Plates,  5s,  [1872] 

THE  REPRODUCTIVE  ORGANS 

in  Childhood,  Youth,  Adult  Age,  and  Advanced  Life  (Functions  and 
Disorders  of),  considered  in  their  Physiological,  Social,  and  Moral 
Relations,  by  William  Acton,  M.R.C.S,   Sixth  Edition,  8vo,  12s. 

[1875] 

URINARY  AND  REPRODUCTIVE  ORGANS : 

their  Functional  Diseases,  by  D.  Campbell  Black,  M.D.,  L.R.O.S. 
Ediu.    Second  Edition.    8vo,  10s.  6d.  [1875] 

BX  THE  SAME  AUTHOE, 

LECTURES  ON  BRIGHT'S  DISEASE, 

delivered  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  of  Glasgow.  8vo,  with  20  Engrav- 
ings, 6s.  6d.  [1875] 

PRACTICAL  PATHOLOGY : 

containing  Lectures  on  Suppurative  Fever,  Diseases  of  the  Veins, 
Hsemorrhoidal  Tumours,  Diseases  of  the  Rectum,  Syphilis,  Gonor- 
rheal  Ophthalmia,  &c.,  by  Henry  Lee,  F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to  St.  George's 
Hospital.    Third  Edition,  in  2  vols.  8vo,  10s.  each,  [1870] 

BY  THE  SAME  AUTHOE, 

LECTURES  ON  SYPHILIS, 

and  on  some  forms  of  Local  Disease,  affecting  principally  the  Organs 
of  Generation.    With  Engravings,  8vo,  10s.  ti875] 

SYPHILIS : 

A  Treatise  by  Walter  J.  Cotjlson,  F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to  the  Lock 
Hospital.    8vo,  10s.  [1869] 

BY  THE  SAME  AUTHOE, 

STONE  IN  THE  BLADDER: 

Its  Prevention,  Early  Symptoms,  and  Treatment  by  Lithotrity,  8to, 
6s. 


PUBLISHED  BY  J.  AND  A.  OHUEOHILL 


9 


PATHOLOGY  OF  THE  URINE, 

including  a  Complete  Giiide  to  its  Analysis,  by  J.  L.  W.  ThudichiTm, 
■  M.D.    Second  Edition,  rewritten  and  enlarged,  with  Engi-avings,  8vo, 
15s. 

GENITO-URINART  ORGANS,  INCLUDING  SYPHILIS: 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  tlieir  Surgical  Diseases,  designed  as  a  Manual 
for  Students  and  Practitioners,  by  W.  H.  Yan  Buren,  M.D.,  Pro- 
fessor  of  the  Principles  of  Surgery  in  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  Col- 
lege, New  York,  and  B.  L.  Keyes,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Dermatology  in 
BeUevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York.  Royal  8vo,  with  140 
Engravings,  21s.  ■^^''4] 

SYPHILITIC  NERYOUS  AFFECTIONS : 

Their  Clinical  Aspects,  by  Thomas  Buzzard,  M.D.,  F.R.O.P.  Lend., 
Physician  to  the  National  Hospital  for  Paralysis  and  EpUepsy.  Post 
8vo,  5s.  t^874] 

HISTOLOGY  AND  HISTO-CHEMISTRY  OF  MAN : 

A  Ti'eatise  on  the  Elements  of  Composition  and  Structure  of  the 
Human  Body,  by  Hbineich  Feey,  Professor  of  Medicine  in  Zurich. 
Translated  from  the  Fourth  German  Edition  by  Abthtje  E.  J. 
Barker,  Assistant-Surgeon  to  University  College  Hospital.  And 
Revised  by  the  Author.    Bvo,  with  608  Engravings,  21s.  [1874] 

HUMAN  PHYSIOLOGY: 

A  Treatise  designed  for  the  Use  of  Students  and  Practitioners  of 
Medicine,  by  John  0.  Dalton,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and 
Hygiene  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  Yox-k.  SiKth 
Edition,  royal  8vo,  with  316  Engravings,  20s.  [187B] 

HANDBOOK  FOR  THE  PHYSIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY, 

by  E.  Klein,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Assistant  Professor  in  the  PathologicalLabo- 
ratory  of  the  Brown  Institution,  London;  J.  Btjedon-Sanderson, 
M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Professor  of  Practical  Physiology  in  University  CoUege, 
London;  Michael  Foster,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Prselector  of  Physiology 
in  Ti-inity  College,  Cambridge;  and  T.  Laitder  Brttnton,  M.D., 
D.Sc,  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital; 
edited  by  J.  Btirdon-Sandeeson.   8vo,  with  123  Plates,  24s.  [1873] 

PRACTICAL  HISTOLOGY : 

By  "William  Rutherford,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  Second  Edition,  with 
63  Engravings.    Crown  8vo  (with  additional  leaves  for  notes),  6s. 

[1876] 

THE  MARRIAGE  OF  NEAR  KIN, 

Considered  with  respect  to  the  Laws  of  Nations,  Results  of  Experience, 
and  the  Teachings  of  Biology,  by  Alfred  H.  Hutu.    8vo,  14s.  [1875] 
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PETNCIPLES  OF  HUMAN  PHYSIOLOGY, 

by  W.  B.  Oakpentek,  C.B.,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  Eiglitli  Edition  by  Henby 
PowEE,  M.B.,  F.R.O.S.,  Examiner  in  Natural  Science,  University  of 
Oxford,  and  in  Natural  Science  and  Medicine,  University  of  Cambridge. 
8vo,  with  3  Steel  Plates  and  371  Engravings,  31s.  6d.  [I876I 

STUDENTS'  GUIDE  TO  HUMAN  OSTEOLOGY, 

By  William  Warwick  Wagstafpe,,  F.R.O.S.,  Assistant-Surgeon 
and  Lecturer  on  Anatomy,  St.  Thomas's  Hospital.  Witb  23  Tlates 
and  66  Engravings.    Fcap.  8vo,  10s.  6d.  "  C1875] 

LANDMARKS,  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL, 

By  Luther  Holden,  F.R.C.S.,  Senior  Sui-geon  to  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital.    Second  Edition,  8vo,  3s.  6d.  CWT] 

PATHOLOGICAL  ANATOMY: 

Lectures  by  Samuel  Wilks,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Physician  to,  and  Lec- 
turer on  Medicine  at,  Guy's  Hospital;  and  Walter  Moxon,  M.D., 
F.R.C.P.,  Physician  to,  and  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica  at,  Guy's 
Hospital.    Second  Edition,  Bvo,  with  Plates,  18s.  n875] 

PATHOLOGICAL  ANATOMY : 

A  Manual  by  C.  Handpield  Jones,  M.B.,  F.R.S.,  Physician  to  St. 
Mary's  Hospital,  and  Edward  H.  Sieveking,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P., 
Physician  to  St.  Mai-y's  Hospital.  Edited  by  J.  F.  Payne,  M.D., 
F.R.C.P.,  Assistant  Physician  and  Lecturer  on  General  Pathology 
at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital.  Second  Edition,  crown  8vo,  with  195 
Engi-avings,  16s.  Ci^'^^^ 

POST-MORTEM  EXAMINATIONS : 

a  Description  and  Explanation  of  the  Method  of  Performing  them, 
with  especial  Reference  to  Medico-Legal  Practice.  By  Professor 
Rudolph  Virchow,  of  Berlin.   Fcap  8vo,  2s.  6d.  ^1876] 

STUDENT'S  GUIDE  TO  SURGICAL  AlfATOMY : 

a  Text-book  for  the  Pass  Examination,  by  E.  Bellamy,  F.R.C.S., 
Surgeon  and  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  at  Charing  Cross  Hospital.  Fcap 
8vo,  with  50  Engravings,  6s.  6d.  [1873] 

DIAGRAMS  OF  THE  NERYES  OF  THE  HUMAN  BODY, 

Exhibiting  their  Origin,  Divisions,  and  Connexions,  with  their  Distri- 
bution, by  William  H.  Flower,  F.R.S.,  Conservator  of  Museum, 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons.    Second  Edition,  roy.  4to,  12s.  [1872] 

PRACTICAL  ANATOMY : 

a  Manual  of  Dissections  by  Christopher  Heath,  F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon 
to  University  College  Hospital,  and  Holme  Professor  of  Surgeiy  in 
University  College.  Fourth  Edition,  crown  8vo,  with  16  Coloured 
Plates  and  264  Engravings,  14s,  [1877] 

MEDICAL  ANATOMY, 

by  Francis  Sibson,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  F.R.S.  Imp.  folio,  with  21 
coloured  Plates,  cloth,  42s.,  half -morocco,  50s.  [i^^^J 


PUBLISHED  BY  J.  AND  A.  OHUEOHILL 


11 


AN  ATLAS  OF  HUMAN  ANATOMY : 

illustrating  most  of  the  ordinary  Dissections,  and  many  not  usually 
practised  by  the  Student.  To  be  completed  in  12  or  13  Bi-montbly 
Parts,  each  containing  4  Coloured  Plates,  with  Explanatory  Text.  By 
RiCKMAN  J.  GoDLEE,  M.S.,  F.ll.C.S.,  Assistant  Surgeon  to  University 
College  Hospital,  and  Senior  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  University 
College.    Imp.  4to,  7s.  6d.  each  Part.  [1877-8] 

THE  ANATOMIST'S  VADE-MECUM : 

a  System  of  Human  Anatomy  by  Erasmus  Wilson,  F.R.O.S.,  F.R.S. 
Ninth  Edition,  by  G.  Buchanan,  M.A.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Clinical 
Surgery  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  and  Henry  E.  Clark,  F.F.P.S., 
Lecturer  on  Anatomy  at  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary  School  of 
Medicine.    Crown  8vo,  with  371  Engravings,  14s.  P873] 

ATLAS  OF  TOPOGRAPHICAL  ANATOMY, 

after  Plane  Sections  of  Frozen  Bodies.  By  Wilhelm  Braune, 
Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of  Leipzig.  Translated  by 
Edward  Bellamy,  F.R.O.S.,  Surgeon  to,  and  Lecturer  on  Anatomy, 
&c.,  at.  Charing  Cross  Hospital.  With  34  Photo-lithographic  Plates 
and  46  Woodcuts.   Large  Imp.  8vo,  40s.  [1877] 

THE  STUDENT'S  GUIDE  TO  THE  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE, 
by  Matthew  Charteris,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Medicine  in  Anderson's 
College,  and  Lecturer  on  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Glasgow.  With  Engravings  on  Copper  and  Wood,  fcap.  8vo,  6s.  6d.  [1877] 

THE  MICROSCOPE  IN  MEDICINE, 

by  Lionel  S.  Beale,  M.B.,  F.R.S.,  Physician  to  King's  College 
Hospital.    Fourth  Edition,  with  86  Plates,  8vo,  21s.  [1877] 

THE  STUDENT'S  GUIDE  TO  MEDICAL  DIAGNOSIS, 

by  Samuel  Fenwick,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  Physician  to  the  London 
Hospital.  Fourth  Edition,  fcap.  8vo,  with  106  Engravings,  6s.  6d.  [1876] 

A  MANUAL  OF  MEDICAL  DIAGNOSIS, 

by  A.  W.  Barclay,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  Physician  to,  and  Lecturer  on 

Medicine  at,  St.  George's  Hospital.    Thii-d  Edition,  fcap  8vo,  10s.  6d. 

[1876] 

THE  ANATOMICAL  REMEMBRANCER; 

or.  Complete  Pocket  Anatomist.    Eighth  Edition,  32mo,  3s.  6d.  [187G] 

HOOPER'S  PHYSICIAN'S  VADE-MECUM; 

or.  Manual  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Ninth  Edition 
by  W.  A.  Guy,  M.B.,  F.R.S.,  and  John  Harley,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P. 
Fcap  8vo,  with  Engravings,  12s.  6d.  [1874] 

A  NEW  SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE ; 

entitled  Recognisant  Medicine,  or  the  State  of  the  Sick,  by 
Bholanoth  Bose,  M.D.,  Indian  Medical  Service.    8vo,  10s.  6d.  [1877] 

BY  THE  SAME  AUTHOH. 

PRINCIPLES  OF  RATIONAL  THERAPEUTICS. 

Commenced  as  an  Inquiry  into  the  Relative  Value  of  Quinine  and 
Arsenic  in  Ague.   8vo,  4s.  6d.  [1877] 
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THE  MEDICAL  REMEMBRANCER; 

or,  Book  of  Emergencies.  By  E.  Shaw,  M.R.C.S.  Fifth  Edition  by 
Jonathan  Hutchinson,  P.R.C.S.,  Senior  Sm-geon  to  the  London 
Hospital.    32mo,  2s.  6d.  [1867] 

MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  THERAPEUTICS : 

(Vegetable  Kingdom),  by  Ohakles  D.  F.  Phillips,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.E. 

Svo,  15s.  [18741 

CLINICAL  MEDICINE : 

Lectures  and  Essays  by  Balthazae  Foster,  M.D.,  F.R.O.P.  Lond., 
Professor  of  Medicine  in  Queen's  College,  Birmingham.    Svo,  10s.  6d. 

CLINICAL  STUDIES: 

Illustrated  by  Cases  observed  in  Hospital  and  Private  Practice,  by  Sir 
J.  Rose  Cormack,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  Physician  to  the  Hertford  British 
Hospital  of  Paris.    2  vols.,  post  Svo,  20s.  [1876] 

ROTLE'S  MANUAL  OF  MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  THERAPEUTICS. 
Sixth  Edition  by  John  Haeley,  M.D.,  Assistant  Physician  to,  and 
Joint  Lecturer  on  Physiology  at,  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  Crown  Svo, 
with  139  Engravings,  15s.  [1876] 

PRACTICAL  THERAPEUTICS : 

A  Manual  by  E.  J.  Waring,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.  Lond.  Third  Edition, 
fcap  Svo,  12s.  6d.  [I87i] 

THE  ELEMENTS  OF  THERAPEUTICS. 

A  Clinical  Guide  to  the  Action  of  Drugs,  by  C.  BiNZ,  M.D.,  Professor 
of  Pharmacology  in  the  University  of  Bonn.  Translated  and  Edited 
with  Additions,  in  Conformity  with  the  British  and  American  Phar- 
macopojias,  by  Edward  I.  Sparks,  M.A.,  M.B.  Oxon.,  formerly 
Radcliffe  Travelling  Fellow.    Crown  Svo,  8s.  6d.  [1877] 

THE  STUDENT'S  GUIDE  TO  MATERIA  MEDICA, 

by  John  C.  Thorowgood,  M.D.  Lond.,  Physician  to  the  City  of 
London  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Chest.  Fcap  Svo,  with  Engrav- 
ings, 6s.  6d.  [1874] 

THE  DISEASES  OF  CHILDREN : 

A  Practical  Manual,  with  a  Formulary,  by  Edward  Ellis,  M.D., 
late  Senior  Physician  to  the  Victoria  Hospital  for  Ohildi'en.  Third 
Edition,  crown  Svo,  7s.  6d.  C1878] 

THE  WASTING  DISEASES  OF  CHILDREN, 

by  Eustace  Smith,  M.D.  Lond.,  Physician  to  the  King  of  the  Belgians, 
Physician  to  the  East  London  Hospital  for  Children.  Second  Edition, 
post  Svo,  7s.  6d.  [1870] 

BT  THE  SAME  AUTHOE, 

CLINICAL  STUDIES  OF  DISEASE  IN  CHILDREN. 

Post  Svo,  7s.  6d.  [1876] 
INFANT  FEEDING  AND  ITS  INFLUENCE  ON  LIFE ; 

or,  the  Causes  and  Prevention  of  Infant  Mortality,  by  Charles  H.  F. 

RouTH,  M.D.,  Senior  Physician  to  the  Samaritan  Hospital  for  Women 

and  Children.   Thii-d  Edition,  fcap  Svo,  7s.  6d.  0876] 
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COMPENDIUM  OF  CHILDREN'S  DISEASES : 

A  Handbook  for  Practitioners  and  Students,  by  Johann  Steinek, 
M.D.,  Professor  in  tlie  University  of  Prague.  Translated  from  tlie 
Second  German  Edition  by  Lawson  Tait,  F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to  the 
Bii-mingham  Hospital  for  Women.    8vo,  12s.  6d.  [1874] 

THE  DISEASES  OF  CHILDREN: 

Essays  by  William  Heney  Day,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  Samaritan 
Hospital  for  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children.    rca.p  8vo,  5s.  Ci873] 

PUERPERAL  DISEASES: 

Clinical  Lectures  by  Fokdyce  Barkee,  M.D.,  Obstetric  Physician 
to  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York.    8vo,  15s.  i:i874] 

THE  STUDENT'S  GUIDE  TO  THE  PRACTICE  OF  MIDWIFERY, 
by  D.  Lloyd  Roberts,  M.D.,  Physician  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Man- 
chester.   Fcap.  Svo,  with  95  Engravings,  6s.  6d.  [1875] 

OBSTETRIC  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY, 

Their  Principles  and  Practice,  by  F.  H.  Ramsbotham,  M.D.,  F.R.O.P. 
Fifth  Edition,  Svo,  with  120  Plates,  22s,  [1867] 

OBSTETRIC  SURGERY: 

A  Complete  Handbook,  giving  Short  Rules  of  Practice  in  evei'y  Emer- 
gency, from  the  Simplest  to  the  most  Formidable  Operations  connected 
with  the  Science  of  Obstetricy,  by  Charles  Clay,  Ext.L.R.C.P.  Lond., 
L.R.C.S.E.,  late  Senior  Surgeon  and  Lecturer  on  Midvdfery,  St. 
Mary's  Hospital,  Manchester.    Fcap  Svo,  with  91  Engravings,  6s.  6d. 

[1874] 

SCHROEDER'S  MANUAL  OF  MIDWIFERY, 

including  the  Pathology  of  Pregnancy  and  the  Puerperal  State. 
Translated  by  Charles  H.  Carter,  B.A.,  M.D.  Svo,  with  Engrav- 
ings, 12s.  6d.  [1873] 

A  HANDBOOK  OF  UTERINE  THERAPEUTICS, 

and  of  Diseases  of  Women,  by  E.  J.  Tilt,  M.D,,  M.R.O.P.  Thii-d 
Edition,  post  Svo,  10s.  [1868] 

BY  THE  SAME  AUTHOE, 

THE  CHANGE  OF  LIFE 

in  Health  and  Disease :  a  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Nervous  and  other 
Affections  incidental  to  Women  at  the  Decline  of  Life.  Third  Edition, 
Svo,  10s.  6d.  [1870] 

DISEASES  OF  THE  OYARIES : 

their  Diagnosis  and  Treatment,  by  T,  Spencer  Wells,  F.R.C.S., 
Surgeon  to  the  Queen's  Household  and  to  the  Samaritan  Hospital, 
Svo,  with  about  150  Engravings,  21s,  [1873] 

PRACTICAL  GYNECOLOGY: 

A  Handbook  of  the  Diseases  of  Women,  by  HEYVfooD  Smith,  M.D. 
Oxon.,  Physician  to  the  Hospital  for  Women  and  to  the  British  Lying- 
in  Hospital,   With  Engi-avings,  crown  Svo,  5s.  6d.  [1877] 
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CATALOGUE  OP  RECENT  WORKS 


OBSTETRIC  OPERATIONS, 

including  tlio  Treatment  of  Hosmorrliage,  and  forming  a  Guide  to  tlie 
Management  of  Difficult  Labour;  Lectures  by  Robeet  Barnes,  M.D., 
F.R.O.P.,  Obstetric  Physician  and  Lecturer  on  Obstetrics  and  tbe  Dis- 
eases of  Women  and  Children  at  St.  George's  Hospital.  Third  Edition, 
8vo,  Avith  124  Engravings,  18s.  [I875] 

BY  Tni!  SAME  AUTHOB, 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  DISEASES  OF  WOMEN : 

a  Clinical  History.    Second  Edition,  Svo,  with  many  Engravings. 

[In  tlie  Press] 

OBSTETRIC  APHORISMS: 

for  the  Use  of  Students  commencing  Midwifeiy  Practice  by  J.  G. 
SwAYNE,  M.D.,  Consulting  Physician-Accoucheui'  to  the  Bristol 
General  Hospital,  and  Lecturer  on  Obstetric  Medicine  at  the  Bristol 
Medical  School.  Sixth  Edition,  fcap  Svo,  with  Engravings,  3s.  6d.  [i876] 

HANDBOOK  FOR  NURSES  FOR  THE  SICK, 

by  Zepheeina  P.  Yeitch.    Second  Edition,  crown  Svo,  3s.  6d.  [1876] 

A  MANUAL  FOR  HOSPITAL  NURSES 

and  others  engaged  in  Attending  on  the  Sick  by  Edward  J.  DoMi- 
viLLE,  L.R.C.P.,  M.R.C.S.    Second  Edition,  crown  Svo,  2s.  6d.  [1875] 

THE  NURSE'S  COMPANION: 

A  Manual  of  General  and  Monthly  Nursing,  by  Charles  J.  Culling- 
WORTH,  Surgeon  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Manchester.  Fcap.  Svo, 
2s.  6d.  [1876] 

LECTURES  ON  NURSING, 

by  William  Robert  Smith,  M.B.,  Honorary  Medical  Officer, 
Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Sheffield.  Second  Edition,  mth  26  En- 
gravings.   Post  Svo,  6s.  [1878] 

HOSPITAL  MORTALITY: 

being  a  Statistical  Investigation  of  the  Retm-ns  of  the  Hospitals  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  for  fifteen  years,  by  Lawson  Tait,  F.R.C.S., 
F.S.S.    Svo,  6s.  [1877] 

ENGLISH  MID  WIVES : 

their  History  and  Prospects,  by  J,  H.  Aveling,  M.D.,  Physician  to 
the  Chelsea  Hospital  for  Women,  Examiner  of  Midwives  for  the 
Obstetrical  Society  of  London.    Crown  Svo,  5s.  [1872] 

A  COMPENDIUM  OF  DOMESTIC  MEDICINE 

and  Companion  to  the  Medicine  Chest ;  intended  as  a  Soui'oe  of  Easy 
Reference  for  Clergymen,  and  for  Families  residing  at  a  Distance 
from  Professional  Assistance,  by  John  Savory,  M.S.A.  Ninth 
Edition,  12mo,  5s.  [187S] 

THE  WIFE'S  DOMAIN: 

The  Young  Couple— The  Mother— The  Nurse— The  Nursling,  by  Phi- 
lothalos.    Second  Edition,  post  Svo,  3s.  6d.  ^^''^^ 
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THE  COTTAGE  HOSPITAL: 

Its  Origin,  Progress,  Management,  and  Work,  by  Henky  C.  Burdett, 
the  Seaman's  Hospital,  Grecmvich.  With  Engravings,  crown  8vo, 
7s.  6d. 

WINTER  COUGH : 

(Catarrh,  Bronchitis,  Emphysema,  Asthma),  Lectures  hy  Horace 
DOBELL,M.D.,  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Royal  Hospital  for  Diseases 
of  the  Chest.    Third  Edition,  with  Coloured  Plates,  8vo,  Is.  6d.  P875] 

BY  THE  SAME  AUTHOE, 

THE  TRUE  FIRST  STAGE  OF  CONSUMPTION. 
(Lectures.)    Crown  Svo,  3s.  6d. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  CHEST : 

Conti-ibutions  to  their  Clinical  History,  Pathology,  and  Treatment,  by 
A.  T.  H.  Waters,  M.D.,  F.R.O.P.,  Physician  to  the  Liverpool  Royal 
Infirmary.    Second  Edition,  Svo,  with  Plates,  I5s.  ti873] 

NOTES  ON  ASTHMA; 

its  Forms  and  Treatment,  by  John  C.  Thorowgood,  M.D.  Lond., 
F.R.C.P.,  Physician  to  the  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  Victoria 
Park.    Third  Edition,  crown  Svo,  4s.  6d.  [1878] 

PROGNOSIS  IN  CASES  OF   YALYULAR   DISEASE  OF  THE, 
Heart,  by  Thomas  B.  Peacock,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  Honorary  Consult- 
ing Physician  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital.    Svo,  3s.  6d.  [1877] 

DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART : 

Their  Pathology,  Diagnosis,  Prognosis,  and  Treatment  (a  Manual), 
by  Robert  H.  Semple,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  Physician  to  the  Hospital  for 
Diseases  of  the  Throat.    Svo,  8s.  6d.  [1875] 

DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART  AND  AORTA, 

By  Thomas  Hayden,  F.K.Q.C.P.  Irel.,  Physician  to  the  Mater 
Misericordias  Hospital,  Dublin.    With  SO  Engravings.    Svo,  25s.  [1875] 

PHTHISIS : 

In  a  series  of  Clinical  Studies,  by  Austin  Flint,  M.D.,  Professor  of- 
the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  of  Clinical  Medicine  in 
the  BeUevue  Hospital  Medical  College.    Svo,  16s.  [1875], 

BY  THE  SAME  ATJTHOE, 

A  MANUAL  OF  PERCUSSION  AND  AUSCULTATION, 

of  the  Physical  Diagnosis  of  Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  Heart,  and  of 
Thoracic  Aneurism.    Post  Svo,  6s.  6d.  [1876] 

GROWTHS  IN  THE  LARYNX, 

with  Reports  and  an  Analysis  of  100  consecutive  Cases  treated  since 
the  Invention  of  the  Laryngoscope  by  Morbll  Mackenzie,  M.D. 
Lond.,  M.R.O.P.,  Physician  to  the  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the 
Throat.   Svo,  with  Coloured  Plates,  l?s.  6d.  [1871] 
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CATALOGUE  OP  EBOENT  WOEKS 


DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART 

and  of  tliG  Lungs  in  Connexion  tlierewith— Notes  and  Observations 
by  Thomas  Shai^tisr,  M.D.,  F.R.O.P.  Lond.,  Senior  Physician  to  tbe 
Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital.    8vo,  7s.  6d.  [1874] 

DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART  AND  AORTA : 

Clinical  Lectures  by  George  W.  Balfour,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  Physician 
to,  and  Lecturer  on  Clinical  Medicine  in,  the  Royal  Iniirmary,  Edin- 
burgh.   8vo,  with  Engravings,  12s.  6d.  [1876] 

PHYSICAL  DIAGNOSIS  OF  DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART. 

Lectures  by  Arthur  E.  Sansom,  M.D.,  Assistant  Physician  to  the 

London  Hospital.    Second  Edition,  with  Engravings,  fcap.  8vo,  4s.  6d. 

[1876] 

TRACHEOTOMY, 

especially  in  Relation  to  Diseases  of  the  Larynx  and  Trachea,  by 
PuGiN  Thornton,  M.R.C.S.,  late  Surgeon  to  the  Hospital  for  Diseases 
of  the  Throat.    "With  PhotograxDhic  Plates  and  Woodcuts,  8vo,  5s.  6d. 

[1876] 

SKETCH  OF  CANNES  AND  ITS  CLIMATE, 

by  Th.  DeYalcourt,  M.D.  Paris,  Physician  at  Cannes.  Second 
Edition,  with  Photographic  View  and  6  Meteorological  Charts. 
Crown  8vo,  2s.  6d.  [1873] 

"WINTER  AND  SPRING 

on  the  Shores  of  the  Mediterranean ;  oi',  the  Genoese  Rivieras,  Italy, 
Spain,  Greece,  the  Archipelago,  Constantinople,  Corsica,  Sardinia, 
Sicily,  Corfu,  Malta,  Tunis,  Algeria,  Smyi'na,  Asia  Minor,  with 
Biarritz  and  Arcachon,  as  "Winter  Climates.  By  Henry  Bennet, 
M.D.  Fifth  Edition,  post  8vo,  with  numerous  Plates,  Maps,  and 
Engravings,  12s.  6d.  0874] 

BY  THE  SAME  AUTHOE, 

TREATMENT  OF  PULMONARY  CONSUMPTION 

by  Hygiene,  Climate,  and  Medicine.  Second  Edition,  8vo,  5s.  0871] 

PRINCIPAL  HEALTH  RESORTS 

of  Europe  and  Africa,  and  their  Use  in  the  Treatment  of  Chronic 
Diseases.  A  Handbook  by  Thomas  More  Madden,  M.D.,  M.R.I.A., 
Yice-President  of  the  Dublin  Obstetrical  Society.    8vo,  10s.  0876] 

THE  BATH  THERMAL  "WATERS : 

Historical,  Social,  and  Medical,  by  John  Kent  Spender,  M.D., 
Surgeon  to  the  Mineral  "Water  Hospital,  Bath.  "With  an  Appendix 
on  the  Climate  of  Bath  by  the  Rev.  L.  Blomefield,  M.A.,  F.L.S., 
F.G.S.   8vo,  7s.  6d.  Cis^T] 

ENDEMIC  DISEASES  OF  TROPICAL  CLIMATES, 

with  their  Treatment,  by  John  Sullivan,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.  Post  Svo, 
6s.  ^^877] 
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FAMILY  MEDIOnSTE  FOR  INDIA : 

A  Maaiual,  by  William  J.  Moore,  M.D.,  Siirgoon-Major  H.M.  Indian 
Medical  Service.  Published  under  the  Authority  of  the  Government 
of  India.    Third  Edition,  post  8vo,  with  60  Engravings.        [i"  the  press] 

DISEASES  OF  TROPICAL  CLIMATES 

and  their  Treatment :  with  Hints  for  the  Preservation  of  Health  in  the 
Ti-opics,  by  James  A.  Horton,  M.D.,  Sm-geon-Major,  Army  Medical 
Department.    Post  Svo,  12s.  6d.  ^^874] 

HEALTH  IN  INDIA  FOR  BRITISH  WOMEN 

and  on  the  Prevention  of  Disease  in  Tropical  Climates  by  Edward  J. 
Tilt,  M.D.,  Consulting  Physician-Accoucheur  to  the  Parringdon 
General  Dispensary.    Fourth  Edition,  crown  Svo,  5s.  [^^751 

BURDWAN  FEVER, 

or  the  Epidemic  Fever  of  Lower  Bengal  (Causes,  Symptoms,  and 
Treatment),  by  Gopaxtl  Ohunder  Roy,  M.D.,  Surgeon  Bengal 
Establishment.    New  Edition,  Svo,  5  s.  ti^76] 

BAZAAR  MEDICINES  OF  INDIA 

and  Common  Medical  Plants  :  Remarks  on  their  Uses,  with  Full  Index 
of  Diseases,  indicating  their  Treatment  by  these  and  other  Agents  pro- 
cm-able  throughout  India,  &c.,  by  Edward  J.  Waring,  M.D.,  F.R.O.P. 
Lond.,  Retired  Surgeon  H.M.  Indian  Army.  Third  Edition.  Fcap 
Svo,  5s.  [1875] 

SOME  AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  LIVER 

and  Intestinal  Canal ;  with  Remarks  on  Ague  and  its  Sequelae,  Scurvy, 
Pui'pura,  &c.,  by  Stephen  H.  Ward,  M.D.  Lond.,  F.R.C.P.,  Physician 
to  the  Seamen's  Hospital,  Greenwich.    Svo,  7s. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  LIVER: 

Lettsomian  Lectures  for  1872  by  S.  O.  Habershon,  M.D.,  F.R.O.P., 
Senior  Physician  to  Guy's  Hospital.    Post  Svo,  3s.  6d.  [1872] 

BT  THE  SAME  AUTErOB, 

DISEASES  OF  THE  STOMACH :  DYSPEPSIA. 
Second  Edition,  crown  Svo,  5s. 

BX  THE  SAME  AUTHOR, 

PATHOLOGY  OF  THE  PNEUMOGASTRIC  NERVE, 

being  the  Lumleian  Lectures  for  1876.    Post  Svo,  3s.  6d.  [1877] 

FUNCTIONAL  NERVOUS  DISORDERS : 

Studies  by  C.  Handfield  Jones,  M.B.,  F.R.C.P.,  F.R.S.,  Physician 
to  St.  Mary's  Hospital.    Second  Edition,  Svo,  18s.  [1870] 

LECTURES  ON  DISEASES  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM, 

by  Samuel  Wilks,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Physician  to,  and  Lecturer  on 
Medicine  at,  Guy's  Hospital.    Svo,  15s.  [1878] 
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CATALOGUE  OP  EEOENT  WORKS 


NUTRITION  IN  HEALTH  AND  DISEASE : 

A  Contribution  to  Hygiene  and  to  Clinical  Medicine.  By  Henby 
Bennet,  M.D.    Third  Edition.    8vo,  7s.  [1877] 

THE  STOMACH  AND  DUODENUM : 

Their  Morbid  States  and  their  Relations  to  the  Diseases  of  other 
Organs,  by  Samuel  Fenwick,  M.D.,  P.R.O.P.,  Physician  to  the 
London  Hospital.    8vo,  with  10  Plates,  128.  [1868] 

FOOD  AND  DIETETICS, 

Physiologically  and  Therapeutically  Considered.  By  Feedeeick  "W. 
Pavs",  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Physician  to  Guy's  Hospital.  Second  Edition, 
8vo,  15s.  [1875] 

HEADACHES : 

their  Causes,  Nature,  and  Treatment.    By  William  H.  Day,  M.D., 
Physician  to  the  Samaritan  Free  Hospital  for  Women  and  Children. 
Second  Edition,  crown  8vo,  -with  Engravings.    6s.  6d.  [1878] 
IMPERFECT  DIGESTION: 

its  Causes  and  Treatment  by  Aethtje  Leaeed,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P., 
Senior  Physician  to  the  Great  Northern  Hospital.  Sixth  Edition, 
fcap  8vo,  4s.  6d.  [1875] 

MEGRIM,  SICK-HEADACHE, 

and  some  Allied  Disorders  :  a  Contribution  to  the  Pathology  of  Nei-ve- 
Storms,  by  Edwaed  Liteing,  M.D.  Cantab.,  Hon.  Fellow  of  King's 
College,  London.    8vo,  with  Coloured  Plate,  15s.  [1873] 

NEURALGIA  AND  KINDRED  DISEASES 

of  the  Nervous  System  :  theii*  Nature,  Causes,  and  Treatment,  with  a 
series  of  Cases,  by  John  Chapman,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.   8vo,  14s.  [1873] 

THE  SYMPATHETIC  SYSTEM  OF  NERVES, 

and  theii"  Functions  as  a  Physiological  Basis  for  a  Rational  System  of 
Therapeutics  by  Edwaed  Meeyon,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  Physician  to  the 
Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System.  8vo,  3s.  6d.  [1873] 

RHEUMATIC  GOUT, 

or  Chronic  Rheumatic  Arthritis  of  all  the  Joints ;  a  Treatise  by 
RoBEET  Adams,  M.D.,  M.R.I.A.,  late  Surgeon  to  H.M.  the  Queen  in 
Ireland,  and  Regius  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Dublin. 
Second  Edition,  8vo,  with  Atlas  of  Plates,  21s.  P87aj 

SCIATICA,  LUMBAGO,  AND  BRACHIALGIA : 

Their  Nature  and  Treatment,  and  their  Immediate  Relief  and  Rapid 
Cure  by  Hypodermic  Injection  of  Morphia.  By  Heney  Lawson, 
M.D.,  Assistant-Physician  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  and  Lectui-er  on 
Physiology  in  its  School.    Second  edition,  crown  8vo,  5s.  &8773 

GOUT,  RHEUMATISM, 

and  the  Allied  Affections;  a  Treatise  by  Petee  Hood,  M.D.  Crown 
8vo,  10s.  6d.  [1871] 
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CANCER : 

its  varieties,  their  Histology  and  Diagnosis,  by  Henry  Aenott,. 
F.R.C.S.,  late  Assistant-Surgeon  to,  and  Lecturer  on  Morbid  Anatomy 
at,  St.  Thomas's  Hospital.  8vo,  witli  5  Plates  and  22  Engravings,, 
5s.  Gd. 

CANCEROUS  AND  OTHER  INTRA- THORACIC  GROWTHS : 

their  Natural  History  and  Diagnosis,  by  J.  Risdon  Bennett,  M.D.,. 

E.  R.C.P.,  Member  of  the  General  Medical  Council.  Post  8vo,  with 
Plates,  8s.  [^872],. 

CERTAIN  FORMS  OF  CANCER, 

with  a  New  and  successful  Mode  of  Treating  it,  to  which  is  prefixed  a. 
Practical  and  Systematic  Description  of  all  the  varieties  of  this  Disease,, 
by  Alex.  Maesden,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.E,,  Consulting  Surgeon  to  the 
Royal  Free  Hospital,  and  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Cancer  Hospital. 
Second  Edition,  with  Coloured  Plates,  8vo,  Ss.  6d.  ^873], 

ATLAS  OF  SKIN  DISEASES : 

a  series  of  Illustrations,  with  Descriptive  Text  and  Notes  upon  Treat- . 
ment.  By  Tilbttey  Fox,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  Physician  to  the  Department 
for  Skin  Diseases  in  University  College  Hospital.  "With  72  Coloured, 
Plates,  royal  4to,  half  morocco,  £6  6s.  [18773: 

DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN : 

a  System  of  Cutaneous  Medicine  by  Eeasmtis  Wilson,  F.R.O.S.,. 

F.  R.S.    Sixth  Edition,  8vo,  18s.,  with  Coloured  Plates,  36s.  C1867] 

BY  THE  SAME  AUTHOE, 

LECTURES  ON  EKZEMA 

and  Ekzematous  Affections :  with  an  Introduction  on  the  General 
Pathology  of  the  Skin,  and  an  Appendix  of  Essays  and  Cases.  8vo,. 
10s.  6d.  [1870]'. 

AXSO, 

LECTURES  ON  DERMATOLOGY : 

delivered  at  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  1870,  6s.  ;  1871-3,  10s.  6d., 
1874-5, 10s.  6d. 

ECZEMA : 

by  McCall  Andeeson,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the . 
University  of  Glasgow.    Third  Edition,  8vo,  with  Engravings,  7s.  6d. 

[1874] 

BY  THE  SAME  AtTTHOE, 

PARASITIC  AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  SKIN 

Second  Edition,  8vo,  with  Engravings,  7s.  6d.  [18681.. 

PSORIASIS  OR  LEPRA, 

by  Geoege  Gaskoin,  M.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to  the  British  Hospital  for 
Diseases  of  the  Skin.    8vo,  5s.  [1875],, 


•20 


CATALOGUE  OF  RECENT  WORKS 


MYCETOMA ; 

ov,  the  Fungus  Disease  of  India,  by  H.  Vandyke  Caetkk,  M.D.,  Sur- 
geon-Major H.M.  Indian  Army.    4to,  Avith  11  Coloured  Plates,  42s. 

[1874] 

'CERTAIN  ENDEMIC  SKIN  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

of  India  and  Hot  Climates  generally,  by  Tilbury  Fox,  M.D.,  and 
T.  Faequhae,  M.D.  (Published  under  the  sanction  of  the  Secretaiy 
of  State  for  India  in  Coixncil).    8vo,  10s.  6d.  a876] 

DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN, 

in  Twenty-four  Letters  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Cutaneous 
Medicine,  by  Heney  Evans  Cauty,  Surgeon  to  the  Livei-pool  Dis- 
pensary for  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  8vo,  12s.  6d.  C1874] 

THE  HAIR  IN  HEALTH  AND  DISEASE, 

by  E.  Wyndham  Cottle,  F.R.C.S.,  Senior  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the 
Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  Blackfriars.  Fcap.  8vo,  2s.  6d.  P877] 

■WORMS: 

a  Series  of  Lectures  delivered  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital  on  Practical 
Helminthology  by  T.  Spencee  Cobbold,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  Post  8vo, 
5s.  [1872] 

THE  LAWS  AFFECTING  MEDICAL  MEN: 

a  Manual  by  Robert  G.  Glenn,  LL.B.,  Barrister-at-Law ;  with  a 
Chapter  on  Medical  Etiquette  by  Dr.  A.  Caepentee.    8vo,  14s.  [1871] 

MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE, 

Its  Principles  and  Practice,  by  Alpeed  S.  Tayloe,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P., 
F.R.S.    Second  Edition,  2  vols.,  Bvo,  with  189  Engravings,  £1  lis.  6d. 

[1873] 

BY  THE  SAME  ATTTHOE, 

A  MANUAL  OF  MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE. 

Ninth  Edition.    Crown  8vo,  Avith  Engravings,  14s.  1^874] 

AISO, 

POISONS, 

in  Relation  to  Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Medicine.  Thii-d  Edition, 
crown  8vo,  with  104  Engravings,  16s.  P875] 

MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE  : 

Lectures  by  Feancis  Ogston,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Medical  Juris- 
prudence and  Medical  Logic  in  the  University  of  Aberdeen.  Edited 
by  Feancis  Ogston,  Jun.,  M.D.,  Assistant  to  the  Professor  of 
Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Lecturer  on  Practical  Toxicology  in  the 
University  of  Aberdeen.    8vo,  with  12  Copper  Plates,  18s.  [1878] 

A.  TOXICOLOGIOAL  CHART, 

exhibiting  at  one  Yiew  the  Symptoms,  Treatment,  and  mode  of 
Detecting  the  various  Poisons — Mineral,  Yegetable,  and  Animal : 
with  Concise  Directions  for  the  Treatment  of  Suspended  Animation, 
by  William  Stowe,  M.R.C.S.E.  Thirteenth  Edition,  2s.;  on 
roller,  5s.  P872] 


PUBLISHED  BY  J.  AND-  A.  CHURCHILL 


21 


A  HANDY-BOOK  OF  FORENSIC  MEDICINE  AND  TOXICOLOGY, 
by  W.  Batiiukst  Woodman,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  Assistant  Pliyeician. 
and  Co-Lecturer  on  Physiology  and  Histology  at  the  London  Hospital ; 
and  C.  Meymott  Tidy,  M.D.,  F.C.S.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  of 
Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Public  Health  at  the  London  Hospital. 
With  8  Lithogi-aphic  Plates  and  IIG  Engravings,  8vo,  31s.  Cd.  [1877]: 

THE  MEDICAL  ADVISER  IN  LIFE  ASSURANCE, 

by  Edavard  Heney  Sievekinq,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  Physician  to  St. 
Mai-y's  and  the  Lock  Hospitals;  Physician-Extraordinary  to  the 
Queen;  Physician-in-Ordinary  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  &c.  Crown 
8vo.  6s. 

IDIOCY  AND  IMBECILITY, 

by  William  W.  Ireland,  M.D.,  Medical  Superintendent  of  the- 
Scottish  National  Institution  for  the  Education  of  Imbecile  Children 
at  Larbert,  Stii-lingshire.    With  Engravings,  8vo,  I4s.  P877] 

PSYCHOLOGICAL  MEDICINE  : 

a  Manual,  containing  the  Lunacy  Laws,  the  Nosology,  iEtiology, 
Statistics,  Description,  Diagnosis,  Pathology  (including  Morbid  His- 
tology), and  Treatment  of  Insanity,  by  J.  C.  BucKNiLL,  M.D., 
F.R.S.,  and  D.  H.  Tuke,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.  Thii-d  Edition,  8yo,  with 
10  Plates  and  34  Engravings,  25s.  [1873]: 

MADNESS : 

in  its  Medical,  Legal,  and  Social  Aspects,  Lectures  by  Edgar 
Sheppakd,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.,  Professor  of  Psychological  Medicine  in 
King's  College;  one  of  the  Medical  Superintendents  of  the  Colney 
Hatch  Lunatic  Asylum.    8vo,  6s.  6d.  [1873] 

HANDBOOK  OF  LAW  AND  LUNACY; 

or,  the  Medical  Practitioner's  Complete  Guide  in  all  Matters  relating 
to  Lunacy  Practice,  by  J.  T.  Sabben,  M.D.,  and  J.  H.  Balfour 
Browne,  Barrister-at-Law.   8vo,  5s.  [1872] 

INFLUENCE  OF  THE  MIND  UPON  THE  BODY 

in  Health  and  Disease,  Illustrations  designed  to  elucidate  the  Action 
of  the  Imagination,  by  Daniel  Hack  Tuke,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P. 
8vo,  14s.  [1872] 

A  MANUAL  OF  PRACTICAL  HYGIENE, 

by  E.  A.  Parkes,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  F.R.S.  Fifth  Edition.  Edited  by 
F.  De  Chaumont,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Military  Hygiene  in  the  Ai-my 
Medical  Sei-vice.    8ro,  with  9  Plates  and  112  Engravings,  I8s.  [1878] 

A  HANDBOOK  OF  HYGIENE  AND  SANITARY  SCIENCE, 

by  George  Wilson,  M.A.,  M.D.,  Medical  OfiBcer  of  Health  for  Mid- 
Warwickshire.   Third  Edition,  post  8vo,  with  Engi-avings,  lOs.  6d. 

[1877] 


^2 


CATALOGUE  OF  EEOENT  WORKS 


MICROSOOPIOAL  EXAMINATION  OF  DRINICING  WATER : 

A  Guide,  by  John  D.  Macdonald,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Assistant  Pro- 
fessor of  Naval  Hygiene,  Army  Medical  Scliool.  8vo,  with  24  Plates, 
7s.  6d.  [1875] 

HANDBOOK  OF  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  ELECTRICITY, 

by  Hekbert  Tibbits,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.E.,  Medical  Superintendent  of 
the  National  Hospital  for  the  Paralysed  and  Epileptic.  8vo,  with  95 
Engravings,  9s.  [1877] 

BY  THE  SAME  AUTHOE. 

A  MAP  OF  ZIEMSSEN'S  MOTOR  POINTS  OF  THE  HUMAN  BODY : 
a  Guide  to  Localised  Electrisation.    Mounted  on  Rollers,  35  X  21. 
With  20  Illustrations,  5s.  [1877] 
'OLINICAL  USES  OF  ELECTRICITY; 

Lectures  delivered  at  University  College  Hospital  by  J.  Russell 
Reynolds,  M.D.  Lond.,  F.R.C.P.,  F.R.S.,  Professor  of  Medicine 
in  University  College.    Second  Edition,  post  8vo,  3s.  6d.  C1873] 

MEDICO-ELECTRIC  APPARATUS : 

A  Practical  Description  of  every  Form  in  Modern  Use,  with  Plain 
Directions  for  Mounting,  Charging,  and  Working,  by  Salt  &  Son, 
Birmingham.  Second  Edition,  revised  and  enlarged,  with  33  Engi-av- 
ings,  Svo,  2s.  6d.  [1877] 

-A  DICTIONARY  OF  MEDICAL  SCIENCE ; 

containing  a  concise  explanation  of  the  various  subjects  and  tenns  of 
Medicine,  &c. ;  Notices  of  Climate  and  Mineral  Waters ;  Formulas  for 
Officinal,  Empirical,  and  Dietetic  Preparations ;  with  the  Accentuation 
and  Etymology  of  the  terms  and  the  Fi-ench  and  other  Synonyms,  by 
RoBLET  DuNGLisoN,  M.D.,  LL.D.  New  Edition,  royal  Svo,  28s.  P874] 

A  MEDICAL  VOCABULARY ; 

being  an  Explanation  of  all  Terms  and  Phrases  used  in  the  various 
Departments  of  Medical  Science  and  Practice,  giving  their  derivation, 
meaning,  application,  and  pronunciation,  by  Robekt  G.  Matne,  M.D., 
LL.D.    Foui-th  Edition,  fcap  8vo,  10s.  [1875] 

ATLAS  OF  OPHTHALMOSCOPY, 

by  R.  Liebebich,  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 
Translated  into  English  by  H.  RosBOB,oirGH  Swanzy,  M.B.  Dub. 
Second  Edition,  containing  59  Figures,  4to,  £1  lOs.  CI870] 

DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE  : 

a  Manual  by  C.  Macnamaea,  Surgeon  to  Westminster  Hospital.  Third 
Edition,  fcap,  8vo,  with  Coloured  Plates  and  Engravings,  I2s.  6d.  [i876] 

-DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE : 

A  Practical  Treatise  by  Hatnes  Walton,  F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to  St. 
Mary's  Hospital  and  in  charge  of  its  Ophthalmological  Department. 
Third  Edition,  Svo,  with  3  Plates  and  nearly  300  Engravings,  25s. 

[1875] 


PUBLISHED  BY  J.  AND  A.  CHURCHILL 


23 


HINTS  ON  OPHTHALMIC  OUT-PATIENT  PRAOTIOE, 

by  Charles  Higqens,  F.R.C.S.,  Ophtlialmic  Assistant  Surgeon  to, 
and  Lecturer  on  Oplitlialmology  at,  Guy's  Hospital.  87  pp.,  fcap.  8vo, 
2s.  6d. 

OPHTHALMIC  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERT : 

a  Manual  by  T.  Wharton  Jones,  F.R.S.,  Professor  of  OpMlialmic 
Medicine  and  Surgery  in  University  College.  Third  Edition,  fcap 
Svo,  witli  9  Coloured  Plates  and  173  Engravings,  12s.  6d.  [1885] 

DISEASES  OF  THE  ETE: 

A  Treatise  by  J.  Soelberg  Wells,  F.R.C.S.,  OpMbalmic  Surgeon  to 
King's  College  Hospital  and  Surgeon  to  the  Royal  London  Ophthalmic 
Hospital.  Third  Edition,  Svo,  with  Coloiu-ed  Plates  and  Engravings, 
25s.  [18733 

BX  THE  SAME  AUTHOR, 

LONG,  SHORT,  AND  WEAK  SIGHT, 

and  their  Treatment  by  the  Scientific  use  of  Spectacles.  Fourth 
Edition,  Svo,  6s.  [1873] 

A  SYSTEM  OF  DENTAL  SURGERY, 

by  John  Tomes,  F.R.S.,  and  Charles  S.  Tomes,  M.A.,  Lecturer  on 
Dental  Anatomy  and  Physiology  at  the  Dental  Hospital  of  London. 
Second  Edition,  fcap  Svo,  with  268  Engravings,  Us.  [1873] 

DENTAL  ANATOMY,  HUMAN  AND  COMPARATIVE : 

A  Manual,  by  Charles  S.  Tomes,  M.A.,  M.R.C.S.,  Lecturer  on 
Anatomy  and  Physiology  at  the  Dental  Hospital  of  London.  With 
179  Engravings,  crown  Svo,  10s.  6d.  [1876] 

A  MANUAL  OF  DENTAL  MECHANICS, 

with  an  Account  of  the  Materials  and  Appliances  used  in  Mechanical 
Dentistry,  by  Oaklet  Coles,  L.D.S.,  R.O.S.,  Surgeon-Dentist  to 
the  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Throat.  Second  Edition,  crown  Svo, 
with  140  Engravings,  7s.  6d.  [1876] 

HANDBOOK  OF  DENTAL  ANATOMY 

and  Surgery  for  the  use  of  Students  and  Practitioners  by  John 
Smith,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  Edin.,  Surgeon-Dentist  to  the  Queen  in  Scotland. 
Second  Edition,  fcap  Svo,  4s.  6d.  [1871] 

STUDENT'S  GUIDE  TO  DENTAL  ANATOMY  AND  SURGERY, 
by  Henry  Sewill,  M.R.C.S.,  L.D.S.,  Dentist  to  the  West  London 
Hospital.    With  77  Engravings,  fcap.  Svo,  5s.  6d.  [1876] 

OPERATIVE  DENTISTRY: 

A  Practical  Treatise,  by  Jonathan  Tapt,  D.D.S.,  Professor  of  Opera- 
tive Dentistry  in  the  Ohio  College  of  Dental  Surgery.  Third  Edition, 
thoroughly  revised,  with  many  additions,  and  134  Engravings,  Svo, 
18s.  [1877] 

EPIDEMIOLOGY; 

or,  the  Remote  Cause  of  Epidemic  Diseases  in  the  Animal  and  in  the 
Vegetable  Creation,  by  John  Parkin,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.  Part  I, 
Contagion— Modern  Theories— Cholera— Epizootics.   Svo,  5s.  [1873] 


The  following  Catalogues  issued  by  Messrs  Chuechill 
will  be  forwarded  post  free  on  application  : 

1.  Messrs  GlmrchiWs  General  List  of  nearly  600  ivories  on 
Medicine,  Surgery,  Midioifery,  Materia  Medica,  Hygiene, 
■Anatomy,  Physiology,  Chemistry,  Sfc,  ^c,  ivith  a  com;plete 
Index  to  their  Titles,  for  easy  reference. 

N.B. — This  List  includes  Nos.  2  and  3. 

2.  Selection  from  Messrs  Churchill's  General  List,  com- 
prising all  recent  Worlcs  published  by  them  on  the  Art  and 
Science  of  Medicine. 

3.  A  descriptive  List  of  Messrs  ChurchilVs  Worlcs  on 
Chemistry,  Pharmacy,  Botany,  Photography,  Zoology,  and 
other  branches  of  Science. 

4.  Messrs  ChurchilVs  Bed-Letter  List,  giving  the  Titles 
of  forthcoming  New  Works  and  Neio  Editions. 

[Published  every  October.] 

5.  The  Medical  Litelligencer,  an  Annual  List  of  New 
Worhs  and  Neiv  Editions  published  by  Messrs  J.  ^  A. 
Churchill,  together  with  Particulars  of  the  Periodicals  issued 
from  their  House. 

[Sent  in  Jamiary  of  eacli  year  to  every  Medical  Practitioner  in 
tlie  United  Kingdom  'wliose  name  and  address  can  be  ascertained. 
A  large  number  are  also  sent  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
Continental  Europe,  India,  and  the  Colonies.] 


Messes  CHUECHILL  have  a  special  arrangement  with  Messes 
LINDSAY  &  BLAKISTON,  op  Philadelphia,  in  accordance  with 
which  that  Firm  act  as  their  Agents  for  the  United  States  of  America, 
either  keeping  in  Stock  most  of  Messrs  Chuechill's  Books,  or  reprint- 
ing them  on  Terms  advantageous  to  Authors.  Many  of  the  "Works  in 
this  Catalogue  may  therefore  be  easily  obtained  in  America. 

PRINTED  BY  J.  E.  ADLARD,  BAKTUOLOMEW  CLOSE. 


